FIRST TIMOTHY

Introduction 

The epistles written to Timothy and Titus are similar in purpose.  Paul is trying to establish some order in the local churches and give them guidelines for conduct and discipline.  Each of the Pastoral Epistles, as they are often referred to, is filled with sound advice for any man who has been called into the ministry.  Guidelines for individual conduct, warnings against false teachers and their doctrines, along with exhortations for ministers to take their calling seriously, abound therein. 

This first epistle to Timothy was written some time after 60 A.D. as by that time Paul had left Timothy in Ephesus (Ac 20:1-3; 1Ti 1:3).  As Scofield has aptly pointed out, the key phrase that depicts the book of 1 Timothy is "...that thou mayest know how thou oughtest to behave thyself in the house of God." (1Ti 3:15).   

Chapter 1

1 Timothy 1:1  "Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the commandment of God our Saviour, and the Lord Jesus Christ..."  
Paul's calling and office was given to him by God (Ac 9:15; 26:16), not by any man, organization, or some democratic method of voting done by well meaning church members. 

"...which is our hope."  The Lord Jesus Christ himself is our hope (Col 1:27).  We know that when Jesus comes again we will receive our glorified bodies (Php 3:21).  Therefore, we refer to Christ's coming as our "blessed hope" (Tit 2:13).  

1 Timothy 1:2 "Unto Timothy, my own son in the faith..."  
Paul calls Timothy his "son in the faith".  This is used by the Catholic church to show why the priests should be called "father".  The problem with this is that Catholic priests don't tell anyone how to be born again and thus they have no reason at all to bear the title "father" (see also Mt 23:9).   

Paul, while visiting Derbe and Lystra in Acts 14, must have preached to Timothy and led him to Christ.  A couple chapters later, in the book of Acts, we read that Paul began to carry Timothy with him as a fellowlabourer in the ministry.  Because Paul was responsible for Timothy's new birth, along with his rearing as a Christian (spiritual growth), he’s well able to refer to Timothy as his own son in the faith.   

"Grace, mercy, and peace, from God our Father and Jesus Christ our Lord."  
This is Paul's usual greeting, as can be seen in various forms in all of his epistles. 

1 Timothy 1:3 "As I besought thee to abide still at Ephesus, when I went into Macedonia..."
This likely happened in Acts 20:1-3.  Paul, as a missionary burdened for the people to whom God allowed him to minister, wanted his best man (Php 2:19-23) to watch over and help those Ephesians in the faith. 
"...that thou mightest charge some that they teach no other doctrine."
This particular responsibility that Timothy has been given concerns the protection of the sheep in respect to doctrine.  Paul made it clear to the Ephesian elders that wolves (false preachers and teachers) would both infiltrate and come forth from the midst of their church (Ac 20:29-30).  Paul knew that those seducers would wax worse and worse, deceiving people and being deceived themselves (2Ti 3:13).  Therefore, as a pastor, it is of the greatest importance that he be able to feed the flock of God and protect them from these wolves (1Pe 5:2; Tit 1:9-11).   

Part of the job of a pastor is to equip his people with enough Bible knowledge so that when these false preachers rise up, they'll be able to realize that they're lying.  That is why the pastor needs to be "apt to teach" (1Ti 3:2).  At the same time, he needs to be able to spot a wolf amongst his flock and then mark that person because of the false doctrine proceeding from him (Ro 16:17).  It never fails that someone in the church will try to come up with something new and/or different so that they can be recognized and draw away a bit of a following.  It’s under those circumstances that Timothy was told to charge such a person to keep quiet and stick to the faith once delivered to the saints. 

1 Timothy 1:4 "Neither give heed to fables and endless genealogies, which minister questions..."  
Some people get entangled with stories of things that cannot be proven and come from tradition rather than the scriptures.  A lot of people live their lives based upon something that has been passed down in their culture (whether it be in Africa, America, the UK, the RSA, or wherever).  For instance, in Malawi people think that if a child dies somewhat suddenly, then it must have been witchcraft that caused it.  Well now, how did that ridiculous idea get started?  Someone a long time ago made this assumption, and now for centuries that fable (a false story) has been passed down from generation to generation.  

These false reports can be cultural, religious, or even social in origin.  Regardless of where or how they start, these fables only lead to questions, not answers.  The reason for this is because a fable provides no final authority.  It came from a man's mind instead of the word of God, and therefore it can be accepted or rejected based upon someone's opinion. 

Paul also mentions herein the matter of endless genealogies.  This was prevalent in Paul's day with the Jews going through endless lists of names, trying to show their heritage and thus secure a spot in one of the tribes of Israel.  Paul is warning Timothy not to get entangled with such useless nonsense.  It would be a complete waste of time to concentrate on such things.  Who cares where you came from?  The important thing is where you are going when you die!   

"...rather than godly edifying which is in faith..."  
This is one of the chief goals of a local church; to be building people up in the faith so that they can be godly.  Knowing all of your ancestors, and passing around doubtful stories about what some crooked sinner created in his own mind, will not help anyone act and be more like the Lord Jesus Christ.  Timothy is supposed to emphasize the faith.  That is the set of beliefs presented to us in the New Testament scriptures.  By spending time meditating in and ministering the word of God to people, they could be strengthened and built up, until finally they are bearing the fullness of the image of Christ. 

"...so do."  
To sum up what Paul is telling Timothy in verses 3 and 4, "Don't forget what I told you to do."  

1 Timothy 1:5 "Now the end of the commandment is charity..."
The commandment Paul is talking about, found in John 15:12 and 1John 3:23, has to do with loving one another, hence the mention of charity. 

"...out of a pure heart, and of a good conscience, and of faith unfeigned:"
Charity can be perverted and faked.  Paul is telling us where true, Biblical charity comes from.  It comes out of a: 

1) Pure Heart -You’re to manifest love towards others for the right reasons, not because you’re trying to get something that you want.

2)Good Conscience - You shouldn't love someone simply to ease your guilty conscience.
3) Faith Unfeigned - You shouldn't love someone so that he thinks you’re a good Christian, when truly your supposed love is only to cover up the truth that your faith is weak or even false.   

1 Timothy 1:6  “From which some having swerved have turned aside unto vain jangling;”

Some people have moved away from the real purpose of the commandment about loving one another.  Charity is putting someone else before yourself.  It’s helping someone else before helping yourself.  Others become more important than you when you’re working with true charity (love).  When people forget this, they might continue acting like a Christian, or even acting like a preacher, but they’ll be going through these "Christian" motions in order to get what they want, ease their conscience, or deceive their companions/congregation.   

Paul says in 1Corinthians 8:1, "Knowledge puffeth up, but charity edifieth."  These people that had swerved had quit trying to edify and help their congregation and began speaking of useless things in an attempt to impress their listeners.  This is the vain jangling that Paul is talking about.  Unfortunately, this vain jangling is what most churches get from their pulpits on a weekly basis.  The pastor stands and rambles on about social issues, politics, individual opinions, and psychology instead of preaching the word (2Ti 4:2).   

1 Timothy 1:7 “Desiring to be teachers..."  
These vain janglers want to be teachers, not preachers.  The title of "teacher" carries with it a bit of a scholarly, educated, high and mighty prestige.  People tend to think that a teacher is well educated and even an expert on their subject.  Granted, this is a fair assumption as a teacher of any subject should be well qualified on the information they're presenting.  However, some teachers are imposters.  They learn a bit of the lingo that goes along with any given profession and then simply throw out some fancy talk with some of that lingo smattered throughout to make people think they’re experts.  

"...of the law..."  
This law is not the commandment mentioned in verse 5.  The law that these fakers are trying to teach is the Old Testament. 

"...understanding neither what they say, nor whereof they affirm."  
This hits the vast majority of ordained ministers in the world.  Maybe more than any other profession, the ministry has been infiltrated by people who might have started out with good intentions, but somewhere along the way got tired of studying and began to use Christian lingo so they could continue to receive a paycheck.  They don't know why they believe what they believe; they simply go along with whatever their organization tells them to say.   

More specifically, Paul is speaking of people who are trying to teach the law, but don't realize how the law is to be used in a New Testament setting.  The Seventh Day Adventists, Catholics, Jehovah Witnesses, Muslims (just to name a few) are all guilty of this.  Each of these groups uses the Old Testament to try to prove something they’ve created as doctrine, but each fails to realize the context surrounding the verses they use. 

1 Timothy 1:8  “But we know that the law is good, if a man use it lawfully;”
There is a proper use of the law in the New Testament.  The law is a schoolmaster to bring men to Christ (Ga 3:24), it stops the mouths of guilty sinners (Ro 3:19), and it will be used as a standard at the judgment (Ro 2:12; Jas 2:12).  Using the law lawfully means we don't take liberties to apply the law in ways for which the scriptures do not allow.  In the New Testament, the law shows a sinner his guilty condition and his need for Christ so that he can be justified by faith.  He doesn’t need to keep the law, only to realize his inability to keep the law and thus trust Christ's righteousness instead of his own (Ro 3:28; 10:3-4).   

1 Timothy 1:9 "Knowing this, that the law is not made for a righteous man..."  
If a man is righteous, then he doesn’t need a law to tell him not to do something.  Because of his righteous nature, he would naturally stay away from sin and evil.  However, because none of us are inherently righteous, the law is also used as a moral guide to keep people out of trouble.   

"...but for the lawless and disobedient, for the ungodly and for sinners, for unholy and profane, for murderers of fathers and murderers of mothers, for manslayers,"  
The lawful or proper use of the law is to show these types of people that they’re wicked and need to be saved.   

1 Timothy 1:10 "For whoremongers, for them that defile themselves with mankind, for menstealers, for liars, for perjured persons..."  
This completes Paul's abbreviated list of lawbreakers.  Remember, Paul is showing us what the proper use of the law is.  The law wasn’t given to make men righteous (Ga 3:21-22).  It was given to show men what God considers righteousness to be.  Thus it serves as a moral guide and also as a teacher, showing men that they cannot attain to the righteousness which God prescribed. 

"...and if there be any other thing that is contrary to sound doctrine."  
Paul realized that his list could go on and on with the sins of mankind.  As a "catch-all", Paul says that if anything contradicts sound doctrine, then it’s wrong and sinful.  This clearly shows that sound doctrine not only applies to things that we believe, but also to the conduct by which we live (see also Tit 2:1-5).   

What a man hides in his heart will eventually work its way out in his character (Ps 119:11; Mt 12:34; Mr 7:21-23).  Hence, Paul says there is a doctrine which is according to godliness (1Ti 6:3).  

1 Timothy 1:11  “According to the glorious gospel of the blessed God…”
This sentence, which began in verse 8, is now coming to a close at the end of this verse.   

According to the gospel for this age, the law is to be used to show men they’re wicked, not righteous.  When preaching the gospel, this part of the message cannot be ignored.  People have the twisted idea that preaching about the love of God is the gospel.  The love of God means nothing to a sinner unless he knows why he needs that love!  The law will show him his true condition and need for a Saviour.  Without recognizing his guilt before a holy God, he’ll see no need to repent and put faith in Christ for salvation.   

"...which was committed to my trust."  
We can say that Paul was given the responsibility of preaching the gospel (1Co 9:16-17) without fear of any contradiction.  However, I believe it’s also possible to say that the gospel of the grace of God, which is now preached in this age, was first revealed and given to Paul (Ga 2:7).  Therefore, Paul calls this gospel of the uncircumcision his own gospel (Ro 2:16).    

1 Timothy 1:12 "And I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who hath enabled me..."  
When Paul says he was enabled, he means that the Lord prepared and equipped him for the ministry.  This happens differently for each individual preacher.  Some men require many years, whereas others only take a few.  Some men need to go to a Bible school, but others would be fine simply learning in a local church and studying on their own through books.  Each God called preacher is different in how they are enabled.   

Make no mistake though, the enablement is not the calling.  If a man has been called to preach, this doesn't mean that he’s automatically qualified to be in some sort of full time ministry.  Like any profession, after a man is hired he needs training in order to do his job properly.  

"...for that he counted me faithful..."  
This was one of the things that the Lord looks for in the men that he calls.  If a man has been called by God into the ministry, then there is sure to follow a series of events that will determine whether or not that particular man is serious about his calling.  God is not looking for perfect men, smart men, rich men, or strong men; he is looking for faithful men.   

Notice that the enablement came after Paul had proven himself to be faithful.  If you’ll look back in Paul's life, you’ll see that he wasn't given an opportunity to fulfill the calling of Acts 9:15 until Acts 13:1-4.  There was a space of time in there where Paul had to stay faithful doing some of the relatively smaller ministries (i.e. Ac 12:25), and preach the gospel whenever the opportunity arose (i.e. Ac 9:20,29).  Then, after being faithful in the things which were least (Lu 16:10), the Holy Ghost saw fit to send him off to the mission fields to preach the gospel, train men, and establish churches (Ac 14:21-23).  Most often it’s during that time of faithfully doing the smaller things that God is meticulously molding and enabling a man for the ministry to which he has been called.  

"...putting me into the ministry."  
I’ve already mentioned how the Lord opened the door for Paul to be in the ministry in Acts 13.  Too many men today are getting into the ministry as a job, thus making them hirelings.  They don't wait for God to put them into anything; they just get in because it looks like an interesting and profitable venture.  If a man wants to get into the ministry, he should wait on God to open a great and effectual door (1Co 16:9).  I will say this; doors usually open when someone is knocking!  Don't be afraid to try something; but stay sensitive to the Holy Ghost and try something else if he closes the door.  Whatever the situation, don't force yourself into a position for which God hasn’t opened the door and about which he has given you no peace.   

1 Timothy 1:13 "Who was before a blasphemer, and a persecutor, and injurious..." 

Paul is giving us a brief testimony concerning his former conversation before he was saved.  He spoke lies about the Lord (blaspheming) saying that he wasn’t the Christ and so on.  He persecuted the church of God heavily and injured many of those saints in the process (Ac 22:4; 26:9-10). 

"...but I obtained mercy, because I did it ignorantly in unbelief."  
While persecuting those saints, Paul was following what he believed to be true and honestly thought he was doing the right thing.  He says that he did it in unbelief.  In other words, this happened before he was saved and believed the truth.  If he had persecuted the brethren after he was saved, then the Lord wouldn’t have dealt with him in such a merciful way. 

1 Timothy 1:14 "And the grace of our Lord was exceeding abundant..."  
Paul was well aware of what he deserved for the abominable things he had done.  God would have been just in sending him to hell after making him suffer a long and painful life on this earth.  However, God dealt with him gently, patiently, and graciously (see Ex 34:6).  God sat on his throne and watched for years while Paul's heart built up with hatred towards Christ and his followers.  God watched while Paul beat and killed the saints.  Then, instead of raining down wrath upon Paul, he appeared unto him from heaven, saved his soul, and made him into a preacher of the gospel.   

"...with faith and love which is in Christ Jesus."  
Faith and love are two of the things that the Lord gave Paul abundantly which he did not deserve.  A measure of faith is given to every believer (Ro 12:3).  This measure of faith allows a person to serve God in a manner in which God sees fit (Ro 12:6-8).  Paul was given a great measure of faith, thus allowing him to do many different things in the ministry. 

Love is something that is shed abroad in the heart of every believer (Ro 5:5).  Paul mentions it here because the very people that he once hated passionately, he was now able to love with the same fervency, because of how the Lord had changed him. 

1 Timothy 1:15 “This is a faithful saying..."  
The other faithful sayings that Paul mentions are found in 1Timothy 4:8-9, 2Timothy 2:11, and Titus 3:8. 

"...and worthy of all acceptation..."  
Anyone, anywhere, anytime is able to benefit by accepting what he’s about to say. 

"...that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners..."  
Never were sweeter words spoken for the ears of sinners.  The Lord Jesus Christ came to accomplish a number of things (Mt 5:17; Lu 2:34; Joh 10:10; 18:37), but we should continually praise God that he came to seek and to save that which was lost (Lu 19:10).   

Almost everyone that I come in contact with knows that Jesus came into the world to die for sins.  However, there are a great number of people who fail to realize that Jesus died for their sins so that he could save them by grace!  What a wonderful saying it is; Jesus saves, Jesus saves.   

"...of whom I am chief."  
What weighty words!  Paul, a saved preacher, testifies that he is (present tense) the chief of all sinners.  Anyone who believes that a child of God can lose his salvation will have a great deal of trouble expounding this part of the verse.  How can the chiefest of all sinners (by his own admission) still be considered a saved man?   

You have no trouble understanding what Paul said as long as you understand that every born again person still has an old nature.  Paul explained the two natures of the believer in great detail in Romans 7:14-25.  As saved people, we’re able to overcome the sinful nature that lives in our flesh (Ro 7:18) because of the Spirit of God dwelling in us (Ro 8:2).  It’s because of these two natures that there is a daily struggle in every believer (Ga 5:17). 

As Paul grew and matured as a Christian, he became more and more aware of his failures and weaknesses.  If you find a man who can’t admit where he is weak and wrong, you’re dealing with an emotional and spiritual runt.    

1 Timothy 1:16 "Howbeit for this cause I obtained mercy, that in me first Jesus Christ might shew forth all longsuffering..."  
This isn’t dealing with Paul's salvation only.  The verse goes well beyond his conversion.  Some people like to use this verse to show that Paul was the first member of the body of Christ.  This can’t be so, for there were plenty of saved people in the church of God before Paul was converted (Ro 16:7; 1Co 15:9).   

"...for a pattern to them which should hereafter believe on him to life everlasting."  
Paul is telling us here that God saved him, enabled him, and then put him into the ministry as an example of what the Lord can do in anyone's life.  The pattern given here isn’t showing us that we all have to see a great light from heaven in order to be saved, or that we all have to end up in prison as a result of serving the Lord.  The pattern is that God can take a mess of a life and turn it into something beautiful and productive.   

Regardless of how wicked a man was when he was lost, regardless of what he did; the blood of Jesus Christ can wash away his sins.  The power of God can form him into a vessel meet for the Master's use.  And then finally the grace of God can put him into the ministry just like it happened with Paul.  That’s the pattern that God has been using on countless souls from the time of Paul to this present day. 

1 Timothy 1:17 "Now unto the King eternal..."  

After reflecting for a few verses on how God had worked in his life, Paul sees it as necessary to worship and praise the Lord for a moment. 

Paul takes this verse just to meditate on who God is and on his amazing attributes.  The first thing mentioned is that he is eternal.  God has always been and always will be (Re 4:8)   

"...immortal..."  
God can never die (Re 1:18). 

"...invisible..."  
God cannot be seen (Joh 4:24; 1Jo 4:12). 

"...the only wise God..."  
All the other gods amount to utter nonsense.  Who can make sense out of praying to a stone?  Furthermore, when it comes to God's wisdom, Paul already told us that there’s no finding out the riches of his wisdom (Ro 11:33).  Everyone who ever tried to disprove God has eventually shown their own ignorance (1Co 3:18-20; Ro 1:22).  

"...be honour and glory for ever and ever.  Amen."  
I'm not sure, but I reckon that Paul got a bit caught up in the moment and had himself a good shout of praise towards God.  If a Christian would honestly take time to meditate on God and what he’s done, and consider what we’re going to be doing for all of eternity (that is giving him honor and glory for ever), he also would be ready to shout "Amen" for a while! 

1 Timothy 1:18 "This charge I commit unto thee, son Timothy..." 
This charge is a command or responsibility put onto Timothy pertaining to the ministry.  What follows in the epistle is Paul's list of duties of which Timothy must always be mindful. 

"...according to the prophecies which went before on thee..."  
When Timothy was ordained, the presbytery laid hands on him.  Then, evidently those men began to tell Timothy what type of things would befall him in the ministry.  These were considered by Paul to be prophecies, because those other men were foretelling Timothy's future.  Anyone who’s been in the ministry for some time is going to have some stories to tell.  We may not be able to predict exact events that will happen in an individual preacher's life, but there are some general temptations and trials that seem to consistently appear in the life and ministry of any God called preacher.  When we talk about what will happen in the future, even if it’s based on past experience, we’re prophesying. 

"...that thou by them mightest war a good warfare."  
These elders could tell Timothy about the upcoming trouble, and at the same time they could say that the grace of God would be all sufficient.  They could tell him how the power of God would work in his ministry if he’d only submit to the Holy Ghost.  They could regale him with stories of how the Lord worked things out when everything seemed impossible, and tell him that, with time, he would see the same in his own life.  Timothy could then take these prophecies, bury them deep in his heart, and with each battle he fought he could remember their advice and make war (Pr 20:18; 24:6; 2Ti 2:1,3). 

1 Timothy 1:19 "Holding faith..."  
The faith here is the set of New Testament beliefs that a Christian is to earnestly contend for (Jude 1:3).  If Timothy has to hold on to faith, evidently someone is trying to take it away.  The devil and his apostles (2Co 11:13-15) are always trying to confuse and derail a preacher, young or old.  A preacher then must attend to reading (1Ti 4:13,16) and studying the word of truth (2Ti 2:15) so that he can shut the mouths of heretics (Tit 1:9-11; 3:10).  

"...and a good conscience..."  
Paul was a lover of the conscience.  He talked about it more than anyone else in the Bible.  Can you honestly say that you’ve done as good of a job as you would expect from someone else in your position?  If not, then you’re probably hearing something from your conscience saying, "You can do more...you can do better."   

Don't take me wrong with what I’m about to say here, but I believe this to be true.  A good testimony is a wonderful thing to have.  But a good conscience is much weightier.  A man can have a good testimony without having a good conscience.  A man might be able to hide his sins and thereby cause people to think that he’s more spiritual than he truly is.  However, that same man will lie down at night and realize that he’s nothing more than a hypocrite and the hand of God is no where near him. 

"...which some having put away concerning faith have made shipwreck."  
Paul is back on the doctrinal issue now.  I’ve met missionaries on the field who wasn’t sure about the Lord coming back and said that too much attention is placed on doctrine!  The vast majority of Christianity today has no idea what a true New Testament Christian is supposed to believe.  People are taught now that the way to be a good Christian is to allow everyone to make their own decision based on their preferences, be nice to everyone regardless of what they teach or believe, and never...never rebuke anyone for believing different than you.  What these so called Christians are doing is making shipwreck!  They’re wrecking their lives and the lives of the people that follow them. 

Paul doesn’t say that people who fall away and get messed up with false doctrine are lost.  If they were truly saved, then not even false doctrine can change that situation.  However, they can completely ruin their life and others (see 1Ti 4:16) and that’s the shipwreck of which Paul is speaking.   

1 Timothy 1:20 "Of whom is Hymenaeus and Alexander..."  
Hymenaeus is mentioned again in 2Timothy 2:17-18 in connection with some false teaching about the resurrection.  There’s an Alexander mentioned in 2Timothy 4:14, but it’s difficult to be sure if that coppersmith is the same person being talked about here. 

"...whom I have delivered unto Satan, that they may learn not to blaspheme."  
A similar scenario is found in 1Corinthians 5:5.  There, Paul told a church to pray and deliver an unrepentant brother to the devil for the destruction of the flesh.  In the cross reference, the destruction of the flesh appears to mean death.  The situation at hand is obviously different because Paul wants these men to learn not to repeat the same mistake. 

You don't hear of too many preachers doing this now-a-days because most preachers fall under the category of Hymenaeus and Alexander rather than Paul.  Most preachers aren't sure of what they believe so how could they rebuke someone else, let alone pray that God would allow such a thing to happen in the life of a false preacher.  Paul wants these men to really go through it and then hopefully that punishment will cause them to search their heart and soul and get things fixed up with God.  The goal of praying like Paul did here isn't for destruction, but rather, ultimately, for edification.

Notice though that Satan is used by God in these cases as a means of punishment.  In the Old Testament, the antichrist (in type) was called a "rod" in the hand of the LORD (Isa 10:5).  We even have a peculiar case where the LORD and Satan are mentioned interchangeably in 2Samuel 24:1 and 1Chronicles 21:1.  From that instance we can see that the LORD allowed the devil to do his handiwork only because the people of Israel had rejected the counsel of God and deserved the punishment.  Remember, God created the wicked for the day of evil (Pr 16:4).  

Chapter 2

1 Timothy 2:1 "I exhort therefore, first of all..."  
Here the charge mentioned in 1Timothy 1:18 officially begins.   

"...supplications, prayers, intercessions, and giving of thanks..."  
The first thing Paul mentions to Timothy that he must be careful to do in the ministry concerns prayer (see also Ac 6:4).   

All the things listed in the verse fall under the category of prayer as we relate to it.  Supplication and prayer are basically the same thing, however some people make supplication a more earnest request than a simple prayer.  Intercession is the act of making requests on the behalf of someone else.  Giving of thanks is self-explanatory and should be given our earnest attention in prayer (Heb 13:15).   

"...be made for all men." 
This covers both saved and lost people, as we will see in the verses that follow.   

1 Timothy 2:2 “For kings, and for all that are in authority..."  
This would range from the traffic police to the president.  Unfortunately, a lot of Christians spend quite a bit of time complaining about the government rather than praying for it.  There is no doubt more corruption in higher level government than we could imagine.  Notwithstanding, the Bible says nothing about Christians leading a revolt against the government, even if its leaders are wicked and corrupt.   

When Jesus came, he made it clear that he didn’t come to fight (Joh 18:36), cheat the government (Mt 22:21), or stir up riots (Mt 12:19-20).  Christians should be able to influence the government through prayer and by letting their lights shine in a crooked and perverse nation (Php 2:15), not through picketing and rebellion. 

"...that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and honesty."  
Paul lists here some of the specific requests that are to be made in prayer as pertaining to government officials.  We’re to pray that the government will not persecute Christians, and not make any laws that would prohibit us from serving and worshipping the Lord properly.   

1 Timothy 2:3  “For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Saviour;”
It’s good, both that we pray according to verse 2, and also that Christians be allowed to live as Paul mentioned in the same verse.    

1 Timothy 2:4 "Who will have all men to be saved..."  
This matches what Peter said in 2Peter 3:9.   

Here the Calvinists have a serious problem.  If God chose certain people to be saved and certain ones to be lost before the foundation of the earth, then why would the Bible say here that God wants all men to be saved?  The usual Calvinistic answer is that God wants all of the elect to be saved.  That explanation won't work here (nor does it work anywhere else to say the truth).  Paul has already told us what he meant by "all men" starting back in verse 1.  That group of "all men" includes kings and people in authority.  If the Calvinists are right, and the "all men" means "all the elect men", then that means all government officials are elect!  That is laughable.  No matter how hard a Calvinist tries to make things work here, their doctrine simply falls to pieces in this passage. 

"...and to come unto the knowledge of the truth."  
It’s clear in the scriptures that coming to a knowledge of the truth is synonymous with salvation (Joh 8:32,36; Eph 1:13; Col 1:5; 2Th 2:10,12-13; 2Ti 3:7; 1Pe 1:22).  However, as Paul so eloquently put it, "For I would not, brethren, that ye should be ignorant..." (Ro 11:25; 1Co 10:1; 12:1; 2Co 1:8; 1Th 4:13).  God not only wants all men to be saved, but also to grow and be well grounded in the truth of the word of God beyond just the truth concerning salvation (Eph 4:13-15; Col 2:7).    

1 Timothy 2:5 “For there is one God, and one mediator between God and men..."  
For centuries religion has tried to impose on the middle spot between God and men.  They have put in the middle: Mary, the popes, the priests, Muhammad, the baptismal pool, the ten commandments, etc.  The verse is very clear and needs little explanation as to its meaning.  There’s only one way for a man to get to God, and that is through the Lord Jesus Christ, our mediator (Joh 14:6; Ac 4:12).  If anyone tries to get to God in a different way he is a thief and a robber (Joh 10:1), because he’s trying to steal the job of mediator away from the Lord Jesus. 

"...the man Christ Jesus."  
The humanity of Christ is mentioned here because this was a very necessary part of redemption's plan.  The Lord God had to be manifested in the flesh (1Ti 3:16), live like a man, feel like a man, overcome sin as a man, and then die like a man so that he could redeem fallen men (Ga 4:4-5).  Jesus is called the Son of God, for so he is (Lu 1:35).  Jesus is also called the Son of man, because he was born in the flesh through a virgin.  Because of his unusual pedigree, only Jesus is able to take the hand of God and the hand of man at the same time and unite the two.   

1 Timothy 2:6 "Who gave himself a ransom for all..."  
This again kicks the Calvinists.  They teach that Christ only died for the elect (the ones whom God chose unto salvation before the world began).  They call this Limited Atonement.  We’ve already seen and discussed from the passage Paul's use of the phrase "all men" (see notes on 1Ti 2:4).  Paul makes it abundantly clear here that Christ was a ransom for all; as in all men, not just all the elect. 

The Calvinists argue that in Matthew 20:28, Jesus said that he would give himself a ransom for many.  They then proceed to teach that this indicates he didn’t die for all, but rather a great number of people (many).  Rather than allow any man anywhere to twist the scriptures to support his own private interpretation, it’s much safer to simply allow the scriptures to interpret themselves.  Jesus said he gave himself a ransom for many.  Paul said Christ was a ransom for all.  Who’s right?  Both.  If Christ died for all, no one can argue that if all the people of all generations were to be numbered, there would not be many people!   

"...to be testified in due time."  
Paul is referring to a specific time in which the message of Christ's atoning death was to be made known.  It was no accident that Christ came when he did.  As many preachers have said, "God's never early, he's never late, he's always right on time."   

Paul tells us that Christ’s death for the ungodly happened in due time (Ro 5:6).  He told the Galatians that Christ came in the fullness of time (Ga 4:4).  When Christ began to preach, he said that the time had been fulfilled (Mr 1:15).   

Now is the day of salvation according to Paul in 2Corinthians 6:2.  The atonement has been made and sinners can be saved by receiving the Lord Jesus Christ as their Saviour.  In order for people to receive him, they need a preacher to proclaim the message...NOW.  This gospel of the grace of God couldn’t be preached in the Old Testament because Christ had not died yet.  It won't be preached after the Rapture because salvation will no longer be a free gift, but rather both faith and works will be necessary.  Now is the due time to proclaim that the ransom for our souls has been made; thus making salvation a free gift.  

1 Timothy 2:7 "Whereunto I am ordained a preacher, and an apostle..."  
Paul was called to do some specific things in his ministry.  A few of those things are listed here.  Paul was called by God to preach the ransom that was paid by Christ (vs. 6).  Not only was he called to preach the gospel, but as an apostle, it was his responsibility to set up churches and train other men to lead those churches so that the gospel would continue on in a multiplied effort. 

"...(I speak the truth in Christ, and lie not)..."  
Paul says this in a few other places (Ro 9:1; 2Co 11:31; Ga 1:20).  He says this because the things that he’s talking about in those particular passages are a bit difficult to accept for the common man.  For a man to go from being a killer of Christians to a missionary preacher of the gospel is quite a stretch for the carnal mind.  So Paul calls God as his witness and says, "I know what I'm about to say is difficult to believe, but I promise it's the truth."   

"...a teacher of the Gentiles in faith and verity."  
Another one of Paul's offices was that of a teacher.  Specifically, Paul was called to go to the Gentiles and teach them the mysteries of the faith (Eph 3:4-7; 1Ti 3:9) and the truth that is in Jesus (Eph 4:21).   

Paul's calling to the Gentiles is clearly explained in his own words in Romans 15:16.  Paul's job was to preach to the Gentiles the things which Jesus had done for them on the cross, and then prepare them to meet their Saviour by teaching them.   

1 Timothy 2:8 "I will therefore..."  
Because of the importance of the gospel ministry, Paul is charging Timothy to be careful to do the following things. 

"...that men pray every where..."  

Paul began the chapter emphasizing the need for prayer and is again mentioning it here.  Here Paul says that prayer should happen every where.  In 1Thessalonians 5:17, he says it should happen without ceasing.  In Colossians 4:2, prayer should be able to be done instantly.  In Luke 18:1, Jesus said prayer should be done always.  In James 5:16, James said it should be done fervently.   

"...lifting up holy hands..."  
When lifting up our hands to God in prayer, the Lord's looks to see where those hands have been and what they've been touching.  If they're filthy from touching the world, then don't expect to touch heaven with those wicked hands.   

"...without wrath and doubting."  

These are two of the several things that can hinder one's prayer life.  Paul mentions wrath, which in other places is referred to as bitterness.  Having a problem with another brother or your spouse can seriously distract and hinder your prayers (Mt 5:23-24; 1Pe 3:7).   

The other thing Paul mentions here is maybe the greatest of all the hindrances to prayer and that is unbelief.  Doubting the Lord is a sure way to have your prayers ignored (Jas 1:6-7).  God is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him, but that seeker must believer that God is able to do what he said he will do (Heb 11:6).  Jesus Christ attested to this same shortcoming in disciples' prayer lives (Mt 17:20).    

1 Timothy 2:9  "In like manner also..."  
The like manner would be holy and without wrath and doubting, as Paul mentioned about prayer in verse 8.   

"...that women adorn themselves in modest apparel..."  
Paul takes the rest of the chapter to discuss the proper conduct of women.  After referring to the holiness in verse 8, Paul immediately goes into the women's appearance.  Here he deals with how they should dress. 

Much debate has gone on amongst Christians over the years as to what the proper attire for a woman is.  Some say only skirts should be worn.  Some say slacks are okay, as long as they’re modest.  Others say that the sleeve of her blouse must cover at least three-quarters of her arm.  Some say the skirt has to come all the way down to the ankle, while others say that if the skirt reaches at least to the knees, then it’s acceptable.   

Rather than try to sort through all that, let's see what the Bible says.  The New Testament says that she should adorn herself with modest apparel.  That’s all it says.  Paul doesn't give us his definition of what modest is.  Why wouldn't the Lord have Paul include that definition so that we could all know exactly what the limits are?  Culture changes and therefore different people in different parts of the world view modesty in different ways.  I’m not trying to provide an alibi for lewd behavior and say that it’s okay to dress like a harlot as long as that part of the world accepts such standards.  I’m simply saying that it would be hard to press one dress code to cover 2000 years, and at the same time make it fit all the cultures of the world. 

The plain truth is that if a lady is attempting modesty, then she’s not trying to attract attention to herself.  She would rather have someone notice her spirit instead of her body (1Pe 3:3-4).  If a woman can do that while wearing slacks or Capri pants, then more power to her.  I can’t produce a verse against those things specifically.  The question that she must ask herself is, "Am I being a stumbling block to anyone else by wearing this particular outfit at such-and-such a place and at such-and-such a time?"  When the scripture doesn't give us a clear boundary on something, then our "default" (if you will) is Romans 14:7,13; 15:1-2.   

Let me take just a moment here to address the verse that is commonly used in this situation.  People inevitably go to Deuteronomy 22:5 and say that a woman can’t wear trousers because that’s something that men wear.  Wait a minute...who made that up?  Who said that men have to wear trousers?  In the Bible, the men wore skirts (Ru 3:9; 1Sa 15:27; 24:4; Hag 2:12; Zec 8:23)!  Does this mean that women in Biblical times weren’t allowed to wear skirts?  Of course not.  As I mentioned earlier, each culture is a bit different, and therefore you can’t press one particular dress code all the time in every place. 

Deuteronomy 22:5 is a verse against cross dressing.  If a man or a woman is actually trying to appear as a member of the opposite sex, that’s an abomination to God.  That would be a crime against nature.  This verse was not a dress code for the Jews.  Its intent was closely linked to God's feeling about sodomy, and that is he hates it!   

"...with shamefacedness and sobriety..."  
Shamefacedness is the opposite of bold and outspoken.  Some women simply can’t wait to open their mouths and be heard.  The whole "women's rights movement" was in direct rebellion to this verse.  The woman is to be meek and have a quiet spirit (1Pe 3:4).  If a woman walks in the room and immediately you ask yourself, “I wonder what she’s going to run her mouth about now?”, that’s evidence that she’s not known for having the right spirit.  
Sobriety can obviously apply to not being drunk, but it has an even broader meaning.  It can also mean, not given to enthusiasm or getting carried away with imagination.  I think a good way to explain it is to say that she should be able to control her emotions and take things seriously. 

"...not with broided hair, or gold, or pearls, or costly array."  
Some say that this proves a woman cannot braid her hair, wear jewelry, or own a nice dress.  Most of the time when you find someone placing a lot of emphasis on dress code, it’s been my experience that he’s trying to make up for a lack of spirituality.  He confuses outside sanctification with the power of God.  I’m not against outward sanctification, but that alone doesn’t procure the power of God in one’s life.   

A woman can braid her hair, but she should not go overboard with it.  She can wear jewelry, but she shouldn’t go too far with it.  She can wear a nice dress, but when wearing a nice dress becomes more important than reading her Bible, praying, or helping out the saints, then she’s out of balance.  Balance is the key thing in this matter.  Notice what Peter said in 1Peter 3:3, "Whose adorning let it not be that outward adorning of plaiting the hair, and of wearing of gold, or of putting on of apparel."  If we take this to mean that the woman cannot have any braids or any gold...then we have to say that she CANNOT have any apparel!  Well, that’s ridiculous.  Obviously she can have clothes, but they should be modest.  She shouldn’t waste time and money on clothing because that’s not the important thing.  She can have gold and fix her hair as long as it doesn’t distract her or someone else from what’s important.   

I like my wife to wear a little jewelry.  I appreciate it when she fixes her hair.  I enjoy buying her a pretty dress.  She dresses and fixes herself so that it’s pleasing to me.  That’s where her attention should be directed (1Co 7:34).  Bear in mind, I wouldn’t allow my wife to dress in such a manner so as to attract the attention of other men.  Nonetheless, she should be able to attract my attention; and therefore a balanced, modest approach has always worked for us.    

1 Timothy 2:10  “But (which becometh women professing godliness) with good works.” 

Much comment has been made about the necessary balance in a Christian woman's life under verse 9.  The point of this verse is clear.  A godly woman should be noticed for her good works rather than her clothes, hair, and jewelry.   

If you look at a magazine rack in a store, you’ll see that the world has the completely opposite opinion.  Regardless of the abominations that a woman commits, if she wears as little as possible and spends ungodly amounts of money to fix her face and hair, then she is loved by the world.    

1 Timothy 2:11 "Let the woman learn in silence..."  
This goes along with 1Corinthians 14:34-35.  Paul is giving Timothy some charges for how he should take care of the church of God (1Ti 3:15).  The command for a woman to stay quiet in the church was not only given to the Corinthians, as many people like to teach it.  This was a universal command that Paul gave for the churches, plural (notice the wording of 1Corinthians 14:34 - "...silence in the churches..."); and what he taught the Corinthians, he taught everywhere (1Co 4:17).   

"...with all subjection."  
As Paul said in 1Corinthians 14:34, "...but they are commanded to be under obedience..." so also he says here.  The woman is not to have authority in the church to speak freely and say whatever she wants.  She is to subject herself to her husband's and her pastor's authority...in that order.  I say that because the husband is ultimately responsible for his wife's actions.   

I’ve had pastors come and ask me if it would be okay for my wife to give a testimony in their church.  I appreciate their offers and their consideration of my authority as the head of my family.  I personally wouldn’t have a problem with my wife giving a testimony in a church as long as the pastor asked for such a thing.  Since my wife hates speaking in public, it’s never really been much of an issue for us.   

Let me also interject my personal opinion, that it’s always a bit awkward when a woman speaks in church.  I’ve only seen a few women that actually knew what to say and when to shut up after being allowed to say something in a church.  

1 Timothy 2:12 "But I suffer not a woman to teach..."  
Paul's rule was that he never allowed a woman to teach.  Nor did he allow them to preach (1Co 14:34-35).  There are always those who try to make a case for the women preachers and say that they can do anything that a man does.  No one said that they’re lacking the intelligence or ability to teach.  I’m simply stating what Paul made clear in the New Testament; that a woman is not allowed to do such things in a church.   

People often bring up Deborah from Judges 4:4.  They mention Anna from Luke 2:36.  Yes, both of these women are called prophetesses.  But let’s not forget that both of these women are found in an Old Testament setting.  Deborah wasn’t a “pastoress”, nor was Anna preaching in a New Testament church.  Deborah was a political ruler (judge) in Israel, and Anna ministered in the Jewish temple.  Neither of these cases proves anything about the role of women in a New Testament local church. 

There are cases where a woman is prophesying in the New Testament.  You’ll find these situations in Acts 21:9 and 1Corinthians 11:5.  However, neither of those verses say that the woman is preaching (or prophesying) in a church service.  In our church, we emphasize that every female member be a consistent witness for the Lord Jesus everywhere she goes.  When it comes to the church services however, she’s instructed from the scripture to keep quiet. 

"...nor to usurp authority over the man, but to be in silence."  
To usurp means to seize and hold in possession by force without right.  A woman has no business giving orders in the church.  If a woman speaks as part of a church service, she should do so only after being asked by the pastor and receiving permission from her husband (if she’s married).   

1 Timothy 2:13  “For Adam was first formed, then Eve.”
Now Paul is going to give us the reasoning behind his decision and commandment for the position of a woman in the local church.  The man was created first, thus giving him a position of authority.  Since Adam was formed first, he’s responsible for those that came after him.  This was the order that God made them in, so we honor that order in our homes and churches. 

1 Timothy 2:14 "And Adam was not deceived..."  
Paul's first reason for not allowing women to preach or teach in the church was verse 13.  This verse presents the second reason.  Not only is it the natural order for the man to be in the lead, but it is not as easy to deceive a man.  I realize that there are exceptions to this rule.  There are some weak minded men that think like women.  Nevertheless, the rule is that men will be stronger under pressure and be able to see through someone's trickery.  

"...but the woman being deceived was in the transgression."  
When Eve sinned, she did it because someone talked her into it.  She truly thought there was nothing wrong with what she was doing.  The man on the other hand, he knew full well what he was getting into, for he was not deceived.  The man will usually take some time before making a decision and educate himself as to the consequences of a particular action.  The woman on the other hand seems to be impulsive and ready to do what feels right at the moment.  Like I said earlier, this isn’t always the case.  There are definite exceptions.  However, when speaking in general, these things are normally true for the man and woman.   

This also explains why the cults like to talk to the woman of the house instead of the man (2Ti 3:6).  They, like their father the devil, know that it’s easier to convince a woman than it is a man, because she’ll go by what she can see before her at the moment rather than take the time to investigate (see Ge 3:6).  

1 Timothy 2:15 “Notwithstanding she shall be saved in childbearing..."  
This gives us an excellent example of how the Lord uses the word "saved" in a way other than "saved from hell" (see also 1Ti 4:16 with comments).  As with any doctrine, you have to allow the context to shed light on the meaning of a verse.   

Paul isn’t talking about being saved from hell in the passage.  In the verse prior to this one, he’s talking about being deceived.  Therefore, by studying the context, we see that a woman can be saved from deception while she’s pregnant if she and her husband will follow the advice of the verse.  Anyone knows that while a woman is with child, her hormones can do some seriously strange things, even to the point of altering her normal mental abilities.  A pregnant woman is very emotional and can easily make some poor decisions because of her condition.   

"...if they continue in faith and charity and holiness with sobriety."  
Notice "they" have to continue in some things, not just the wife.  Because the husband is the head, he’s responsible for watching over his wife, especially in the fragility of her pregnant condition.   

The soon-to-be parents are told to continue in faith.  That is, they should beware of false doctrine AND continue to trust God through trying times (both applications work equally well here).  They should continue in charity, meaning they can’t get selfish and think that the world revolves around them and their soon-to-be child.  Holiness and sobriety are important so that the expectant parents don't get caught up with worldly pleasures and indulge every whim that comes to mind.  To say it super clear, they just need to stay right with God, especially during this time.  The devil knows they’re both a bit excited and distracted with the baby that’s on its way, and therefore they must stay on guard against his wiles (1Pe 5:8).   

Chapter 3

1 Timothy 3:1 "This is a true saying..."  
Paul says this often to prepare the reader for what might be considered by some as a questionable statement (see comments on 1Ti  2:7).   

"...If a man desire the office of a bishop, he desireth a good work."  
This is a true saying because some might think that the office of a bishop is not that good of a job to have.  If one looks at the office of a bishop (pastor) through worldly eyes, then one can see why being a pastor wouldn’t be so great.  A real pastor is a servant.  He rarely gets the recognition he deserves.  Often his congregation doesn’t appreciate him.  He gets to hear everyone's complaints about every little insignificant thing.  He has to hear about people's horrible secrets.  He has to counsel people concerning all their problems.  He has to stand up and rebuke people, who for the most part don't want to listen anyway.  He often is lied to, abused in some manner, and then expected to simply shrug it off, forgive, forget, and act like it never happened.  All of this with several other little annoyances for what is, most of the time, not enough pay. 

With all of this in mind, Paul says, "What I'm about to say is the truth, being a pastor is a good thing."  Why?  The ministry is not only problems, complaints, and heartaches.  There’s also a lot of joy involved (Ac 20:24).  The pastor gets to see people's lives changed.  He gets to see folks get saved.  He sees marriages get fixed up.  He witnesses young people growing up in a godly home and getting called to preach.  He watches God take care of his people, answer their prayers, and provide for their needs.  He sees God take care of situations that no mortal man could figure out or handle.  He sees God put food on his table, clothes on his family, a roof over his head, and sermons in his heart.  Even on the most difficult day of his ministry, he can take comfort in knowing that God called him to that work, God will reward him for that work, and for all eternity he will never regret serving the One who died for him.  No other job in the world can provide all of these things. 

Dealing specifically with the word "bishop", as I indicated above, a bishop is a pastor.  The Catholic church has made this a bit confusing by making two separate offices out of this.  So the best thing to do is completely ignore the Catholic church and their doctrines if you want to find the truth. 

In Philippians 1:1, Paul addresses the bishops and deacons.  Let’s suppose for a moment that the Catholics were right.  They teach that the bishop watches over a group of local churches found within a certain area.  Under him would be the pastors of each of those churches, and then of course the deacons would be under the pastors.  If this were true, then why would Paul address the bishops (plural) of only one city?  Furthermore, wouldn't it be odd for Paul to write to bishops, skip over the pastors, and address the deacons?  It seems pretty clear here that a bishop and a pastor are the same thing. 

In 1Peter 2:25, Jesus is called the Shepherd (which is what a pastor is) and Bishop of our souls.  Jesus Christ isn’t occupying two different church offices.  There are simply two different terms given to this one function of the ministry.   

The word "pastor" only appears one time in the New Testament (Eph 4:11).  In that verse, Paul lists the various offices found within the body of Christ.  Why isn't the bishop mentioned?  Simple...the pastor is the bishop! 

1 Timothy 3:2 “A bishop then must be..."  
Beginning here and continuing on through verse 6, we find the ideal qualifications for a pastor.  I want to emphasize ideal because no man is going to meet every qualification perfectly all of the time.  Should a pastor strive for all of these things?  Yes.  Should he allow himself to fulfill most of these things but let a few of them slide?  No.  Now if a man has issues with anything listed in these verses, then he’s not an ideal candidate for the bishoprick (position of leadership...Ac 1:20) of a church. 

"...blameless..."  
A pastor is still a human being.  He’s going to make mistakes, make bad judgment calls, hurt someone's feelings, etc.  This verse isn't saying that the pastor must be sinlessly perfect, but rather blameless.  This means that when he does sin or make a mistake of some sort, then he takes the necessary action to remedy the situation.  This doesn't mean that the pastor can live however he wants to, as long as he repents afterwards.  He has to be a man of high moral character and avoid every appearance of evil.   

In the end, no one should be able to point at the pastor and say, "He made a mess and left it that way."  Even if a mess is made, a pastor must be ready to revenge his wrong doing and fix the situation.  Moreover, the pastor should strive to stay upright both in the sight of God and man.
"...the husband of one wife..."  
Right here, most of the Baptists go a bit mad.  When it comes to full-time ministers, there’s more strife and division over this one issue than maybe any other. 

The standard line is that if a man has been divorced and then remarried, he cannot be a pastor because he has two wives.  Any heathen can see the problem with that line of thinking.  If a man is married, he has one wife.  If he gets divorced, then he doesn't have a wife.  If he gets married again, then he has one wife again.  It’s simple subtraction...1 - 1 = 0...and addition...0 + 1 = 1!   

There are a few different twists that pastors put on this idea.  Some say that if a man was divorced before he was saved, then that marriage didn't count and he can still be a pastor.  Some say that even what the man did before his salvation will affect the ministry and therefore a divorce at any time automatically disqualifies him from being a pastor.  Some men think that a divorce disqualifies a man from the ministry altogether (evangelism, missionary, deacon, Sunday school teacher, etc.).  Instead of trying to wade through the muck caused by a bunch of bloated, ultra-spiritual pastors, let's just look at what the verse says. 

If a man comes to you and says, "I think God wants me to be a pastor.  Is that possible?"  At some point in your conversation with that man, you could pose the question, "Sir, are you married?"  If you really want to be thorough, you could ask him, "How many wives do you currently have?"  If he says that he's committing polygamy and has a multiple number of wives, then you’ll have to tell him that he won't be able to be a pastor.   

You say, "But what about divorce?  Shouldn't I ask him if he’s been divorced?"  You can, but Paul didn't mention divorce in the passage.  You say, "Well he said he has to rule his home well."  True, but not all divorces are caused by the man’s mismanagement of the home.  Sometimes the woman just up and leaves the man.  Does that nullify the calling of God in his life?
The pastors who condemn divorced men from entering the ministry have a serious problem on their hands.  By saying that a divorce disqualifies a man for the pastorate, they have disqualified the LORD God from the position (Ho 2:2; Isa 50:1).   

In Paul's day, polygamy was an issue.  Even in the world today, polygamy still remains an issue in certain places.  American pastors have made the gross mistake of thinking that the Bible was written for American culture only.  It’s a book that can reach any man in any country at any time, past, present, or future!  So rather than put a private interpretation on what it means to have one wife, just let the verse say what it says! 
With all of this being said, let me point out a couple of other important things that should be noticed about this phrase.  First of all, Paul did not say "the wife of one husband".  A woman has no business being a pastor.  Secondly, since the Catholic church doesn't allow their clergy to be married, they make this part of the word of God of none effect through their tradition (Mr 7:9).  

"...vigilant..."  
This means to be zealous about his work.  He should pay attention to what he’s doing.  He needs to stay awake and alert to what’s going on around him both physically and spiritually.   

"...sober..."  
This can obviously apply to alcohol.  The pastor shouldn’t have a drinking problem.  For that matter, he should leave the stuff alone altogether unless it’s used as a last-resort medical remedy.  However, the word "sober" can also mean to be temperate in his emotions.  The pastor shouldn’t be given to impulse and wild, spur-of-the-moment ideas.  He needs to have a healthy balance of zeal and discretion. 

"...of good behaviour..."  
This covers a multitude of things.  In general, the pastor should have a moral, upstanding way of conducting himself in all matters. 

"...given to hospitality..."  
It’s very tempting as a pastor to shut off your home from the outside world so as to provide a "way of escape" from the hassles of the ministry.  While it is necessary to "come apart" at times, the pastor should remain open both in home and heart so as to welcome the opportunity to assist someone else in whatever way possible. 

"...apt to teach;"  
This is where a lot of the pastors fail.  I’ve met over 120 pastors in my time as a missionary.  I’ve heard a number of them teach and preach.  Most of these men are very kind, soft-hearted, friendly people that have all the right intentions.  Nevertheless, when it comes to transferring their knowledge of the scriptures to another person, they have a most difficult time.  Paul even emphasized the need for the pastor to be a teacher by connecting the two in Ephesians 4:11.   

Sometimes pastors have a hard time with teaching because they don't study like they should.  And at other times it’s simply that the pastor isn’t that good with explaining things.  Whatever the case might be, this is a greatly overlooked qualification for a pastor. 

1 Timothy 3:3 "Not given to wine..."  
If one is given to something, then he’s disposed or inclined towards that particular thing.  It’s tempting to even call this an addiction.  Since Paul mentions wine here, this leads me to believe that when he mentioned being sober in verse 2, he wasn’t referring to a drinking problem.   

If a man is constantly under the influence of intoxicating liquor, then he can't be filled with the Spirit of God and hence be influenced by Him (Eph 5:18).  The damage that a drunken pastor could do to the testimony of a church is unimaginable. 

"...no striker..." 
The pastor shouldn't have a habit of starting fist fights with people.  Granted, there are exceptions where people need a good rap up side their head, but such a thing shouldn't be a way of life for a pastor. 

"...not greedy of filthy lucre..."  
Lucre is money.  It’s called filthy because it will not only corrupt a man morally, but also because it’s generally some of the dirtiest stuff around (with all those nasty hands touching it constantly).  No man should enter the ministry for financial reasons.  Jesus said that we can't serve God and mammon (Mt 6:24).  So if someone is in the ministry for the sake of money, he will make his decisions based on what will profit him the most financially instead of the will of God. 

"...but patient..."  
Paul said in 2Timothy 2:24 that a servant of the Lord must be, among other things, patient.  In 2Corinthians 6, Paul mentions several things that the ministers of God must do in order to show themselves approved.  The first thing in the list is much patience (2Co 6:4).  Not just patience, but much patience.   

You’ll have to wait on the LORD to see folks saved.  You’ll have to wait on him to get you out of various problems (financial, social, marital, etc.).  You’ll have to wait on him to see people grow in the Lord.  You’ll have to wait on him to see other men called into the ministry.  You’ll have to have patience with people as they continually make the same irritating mistakes over and over again.  You’ll have to have patience with them when they ignore your advice and then expect you to fix their self-made problem.  You’ll have to have patience with people when they call you at odd hours of the night expecting you to jump to attention when they won't even come to church faithfully.  Patience, patience, patience.  The longer I’m in the ministry, the more I see how this is a mark of a spiritually mature, God-called, servant of the Lord.   

"...not a brawler..."  
A brawler is someone who likes to stir up trouble.  This doesn't always include striking someone, and that’s why Paul has separated the brawler and the striker.  Some people like to fight with their fists.  Others like to fight with their mouth.  The mouth fighter is the brawler.   

"...not covetous;"  
Paul has already mentioned money and now he’s covering everything else.  It’s difficult for a pastor who works hard to feed the flock of God to sit back and watch his members load up on earthly, material goods while they won't even tithe.  The flesh rises up and says, "Look at what they have.  Why doesn't God let you have something that nice?"  What Paul said in 1Timothy 6:6 needs to be the attitude of every man of God; that godliness with contentment is great gain (see also Php 4:11-12).   

1 Timothy 3:4 "One that ruleth well his own house..."  
Many a pastor has sacrificed his family so that he can pay attention to his church.  While his intentions might be honorable, he’s disobeying the scripture in doing so.   

If a pastor's home is falling apart, he’ll be quite distracted when he should be caring for the things of the Lord.  Furthermore, he’ll have a hard time counseling anyone else with their family problems when he’s the one in need of counseling.   

As a "ruler" of the house, the pastor should be aware of what is happening in his house; what kind of material is being read, watched, or listened to; who visits; how money is used; devotional teaching for the family; etc.  This is not to say that the pastor himself has to be directly in charge of handling all of these issues.  Much of this can be delegated to his wife or older, more responsible children.  However, as any good leader, he realizes that he’s ultimately responsible for what happens under his roof. 

"...having his children in subjection with all gravity."  
How a man trains up his children shows a lot about how he will train up the people in his church.  Kids will be kids.  They’re going to sin, do stupid stuff, and make some messes.  Nonetheless, those types of incidents should be the exception and not the rule.  His children should be able to smile, enjoy their childhood, and be kids while they have the chance.  Yet at the same time, they should learn that when dad says something, his command is serious (grave) and must be obeyed.  If the kids grow up laughing when dad tells them to do something, then there’s been a major break down in the upbringing of those children.   

1 Timothy 3:5  “(For if a man know not how to rule his own house, how shall he take care of the church of God?)”   

This parenthetical verse is added because Paul is explaining why verse 4 is so important.  The parallel is obvious between the home and the church.  The same leadership qualities that go into being a good husband and father (honest, just, faithful, merciful, wise, patient, etc.) also apply to someone desiring to be a good pastor. 

1 Timothy 3:6 "Not a novice..."  
The novice is a newcomer.  A pastor shouldn’t be someone who was recently converted.  Even though that newcomer might have all the zeal and good intentions that a man can muster, he will make a mess of his life and the lives of many others by taking on a great matter which is too high for him (Ps 131:1).   

"...lest being lifted up with pride he fall into the condemnation of the devil."  
One of the biggest dangers that a novice has is thinking he’s something that he’s not.  Usually if a young Christian is considered for the position of pastor, it means that this man has exemplified some ability in either leadership and/or preaching.  What might happen then is the novice will start thinking that he’s in the ministry because he’s a good preacher and/or leader instead of realizing that it is the grace and mercy of God that allows him to do anything (Joh 15:5; 2Co 4:1; 1Co 15:10).   

The devil had a similar problem.  He figured that since he was the most beautiful and wisest of God's creatures, that he was due more honor than he was receiving.  Once God saw this pride in his heart, then immediately Lucifer was demoted (Eze 28:3,13-17).  God works in a similar way when a pastor gets proud.  The pastor puts himself up, and God brings him down.  A demotion takes place and God will somehow relieve that pastor from his bishoprick.   

I would like to point out that although novices tend to have a problem with pride, ANY man of God who gets a "big head" is in danger of this condemnation (or punishment).  Paul points out the novices here simply because they’ll be more prone to this sin. 

1 Timothy 3:7 "Moreover he must have a good report of them which are without..." 
When Paul says "them which are without" he’s referring to lost people (1Co 5:12-13; Col 4:5; 1Th 4:12).  They are found outside of the body of Christ.   

The pastor has to have a good testimony amongst those people.  He shouldn’t be accused of cheating, lying, stealing, flirting with women, drinking, fighting, etc.  This doesn't mean that all lost people need to like him and be best friends with him.  They should however respect the man and know that he doesn't mess around with sin. 

"...lest he fall into the reproach and the snare of the devil."  
The reproach and snare of the devil is the ruining of that man’s reputation.  Once that pastor is considered a hypocrite by the public, he’ll have an extremely difficult time ministering to anyone.  The devil's crowd can forgive their own for all sorts of sin.  But if a man of God, who claims to hate sin, falls therein, lost people tend to hold that man in contempt.   

Satan wants to ruin a pastor's reputation.  Even if a pastor lives clean and avoids sin, the devil will still attempt to bring reproach on that man.  Lies will be created, gossip will happen, and things the pastor says will be taken out of context.  Take heed to yourself!  If people make accusations about you doing wrong, make sure that they’re lying!   If they’re telling the truth about the wickedness in your life, then shame on you…you deserve the reproach.
1 Timothy 3:8 "Likewise must the deacons be..."  
The pastor and the deacon are expected to have a number of similarities in their character, even though their functions in the church are quite different.  A pastor is a spiritual leader, a preacher, a teacher, a counselor at times, a protector, etc.  The word deacon means "a runner in the dust".  A deacon is a servant who takes care of the carnal matters of the church so that the pastor is not distracted from his duty of ministering the word of God and prayer (Ac 6:4).  As in Acts 6, the deacons were chosen to wait tables so that the apostles could concentrate on the ministry.   

A deacon does not have any authority to make decisions in the church, unless the pastor specifically assigns him that authority.  A deacon can preach, but this is not a requirement for the office.  No where in the scriptures do we see a deacon having the authority to choose the pastor's pay, remove the pastor, or decide who the next pastor will be.  The modern-day deacon has become an "arm chair" pastor, calling all the shots while taking none of the responsibility for the decisions made.  In the following verses, we’ll see what is expected in the character of a Biblical deacon. 

"...grave..."  
This is similar to saying "sober".  The deacon is expected to be a responsible man who knows how and when to take things seriously. 

"...not doubletongued..."  
This is a temptation that a deacon would deal with much more than a pastor.  A deacon will often have disgruntled people in the church unload their problems on him.  They’ll share with him all of their complaints about the pastor.  You can find many deacons who will agree heartily with that kind of church member and bad-mouth the pastor behind his back, but as soon as the pastor comes around, he’ll change his tune.  When it’s just the deacon and the pastor alone, this dishonorable deacon will bad-mouth the congregation and speak highly of the job that the pastor is doing.  He needs to have one tongue saying one thing, regardless of the person or people with whom he is talking.   

"...not given to much wine..."  
A similar thing was said about the bishop, but in verse 3, Paul simply said, "Not given to wine..." without mentioning "much".  This has caused some people to say that a pastor cannot have any wine at all, but a deacon can have a little as long as he doesn't go too far with it.   

It's interesting to see how people will twist a verse or read something into it so as to justify a particular sin they’re guilty of.  Paul said that a deacon shouldn't be given to much wine.  He never said that a deacon could drink a little.  Don't make the scriptures say something that they don't say!   

If you'll look at Psalm 62:2 along with Psalm 62:6, those verses are exactly alike with the exception of one word, "greatly".  David said that he shall not be greatly moved and then he said that he shall not be moved.  When David said that he shall not be greatly moved, he didn't mean that he's going to move a little.  Verse 6 interprets verse 2.  I believe the same thing is happening here with the words of Paul.  Not given to wine and not given to much wine is the same thing, with the exception of one extra word that Paul inserted for emphasis. 

The simple truth is that both pastor and deacon shouldn't have a problem with drinking.   

"...not greedy of filthy lucre." 
See notes under 1Timothy 3:3.  

1 Timothy 3:9 "Holding the mystery of the faith..."  
The mystery of the faith is the collective teaching of the New Testament. That is to say that all of the doctrines which were revealed in the New Testament make up the mystery of the faith.   

"...in a pure conscience."  
Notice the deacon doesn't have to be apt to teach, but he does need to know and be able to handle good doctrine.  He will have a pure conscience if he obeys what he knows to be the truth.  Keep in mind, New Testament doctrine not only covers things that we should believe, but also the way we should live (otherwise known as the doctrine according to godliness -1Ti 6:3).   

1 Timothy 3:10 “And let these also first be proved..."  
You don't want to give someone the office of a deacon based on his bank account, his heritage, or his influence in society.  This honor is to be given to the proper person after he has proven himself to be faithful in all the areas mentioned.   

"...then let them use the office of a deacon, being found blameless."  
You can't judge a man based on only a couple month's experience.  You have to watch him in a multitude of situations to see how responsible and faithful he truly is.  If he's found blameless, that is he handles everything uprightly, then he can use the office of a deacon to serve the Lord, serve the pastor, and serve the church.   

1 Timothy 3:11 "Even so must their wives be..."  
The pastor's wife was not mentioned directly, whereas the deacon's wife is.  Why would this be?  The deacon's wife is more likely to get an earful of gossip.  People know that if the pastor's wife finds out about someone, then the pastor himself will also be informed, so his wife is often avoided.  However, like the deacon, the deacon's wife often becomes a "sounding board" for the women in the church.  Therefore, Paul gives some specific qualities that should be in the deacon's wife. 

"...grave, not slanderers, sober..." 
The words "grave" and "sober" we've already covered in this chapter.  Paul has mentioned slanderers here for a specific reason.  A slanderer is someone who maliciously reports something so as to injure the reputation of another.  As I mentioned above, the deacon's wife will get an earful of gossip and might be tempted to run her mouth afterwards.  Therefore the deacon's wife should know how to turn a deaf ear and keep her mouth shut. 

"...faithful in all things."  
She should be faithful to her husband, her children, her church, her pastor, and most of all, her Saviour.  It also means that if someone does come to her for advice, she should be trustworthy and not spread her newly acquired knowledge everywhere (Pr 11:13).    

1 Timothy 3:12  “Let the deacons be the husbands of one wife, ruling their children and their own houses well.”

All of these qualities have been discussed in detail when looking at the verses about the bishops (see comments under 1Ti 3:2 and 1Ti 3:4-5).   

The deacon needs to have his home in order so that he can care for the things of the Lord without distraction.  

1 Timothy 3:13 "For they that have used the office of a deacon well purchased to themselves a good degree..."  
In the Bible there are high degrees and low degrees, but only here do we read about a good degree.  A degree is a standing which one has.  In the world today, people go to school for years and spend thousands of dollars so they can hang a small piece of paper on the wall.  Maybe one has a Bachelors Degree, possibly a Masters, or even a Doctorate.  Whatever the degree may be, that particular certificate is a symbol of that person’s achievements, and he expects a certain amount of respect because of it.   

For a deacon, he earns his good degree through humbly serving the pastor, the church, and the Lord without desiring any earthly recognition.  If a deacon will keep his head down, his hands on the plow, and fulfill his duties as a good steward, then he has purchased a good degree.  That is, he is worthy to be given respect based upon his service, both here in this world and in the world to come.  If he’s the right kind of deacon, he won't demand respect or go looking for it.  He won't throw a fit and complain when he’s not recognized.  If he does his job properly, then without saying a word about it, he’s worthy of the appropriate respect.   

"...and great boldness in the faith which is in Christ Jesus."  
The deacon who uses his office well doesn't need to be ashamed that no one knows his name.  The deacon is not supposed to be well known or recognized by the public.  If he does his job properly, then he allows the pastor to do his job properly, and in most cases this will add to the pastor's recognition because he's the one seen by the public eye.  The right kind of deacon can quietly serve his Lord while on this earth, knowing that his reward is waiting for him on the other side of the clouds.  He will be able to stand before the Lord boldly on the day of the judgment seat of Christ (1Jo 2:28), not because he was famous, won millions to Christ, or went to a distant land to preach the gospel.  He will have boldness because he faithfully did that which his Master told him to do...serve.  

1 Timothy 3:14  “These things write I unto thee, hoping to come unto thee shortly:”

Paul realized that he could explain more about the ministry if he were face to face with Timothy, however this epistle serves as a guideline for setting up and running a church.  

1 Timothy 3:15 "But if I tarry long..."  
That is to say, "If I take a while in coming to you...". 

"...that thou mayest know how thou oughtest to behave thyself in the house of God, which is the church of the living God..."  
Paul wrote this epistle to Timothy so that he would be able to conduct things decently and in order in the church (1Co 14:40).   

"...the pillar and ground of the truth."  
The building in which we meet is often referred to as the house of God.  While I have no issue with calling the church building by that name, I do think it's necessary to point out that Paul is not referring to a local church and its building in this verse.  The house of God, which is the church of the living God, is a reference to the universal body of Christ (Eph 1:22-23).  We know this because of the last phrase in the verse.  There is no local church in the world that can be called the pillar and ground of the truth.  The people responsible for the truth are all the saved people which make up the body of Christ (Jude 1:1-3).   

As a pillar of the truth, we’re to hold the truth up and make it available to everyone.  As the ground of the truth, we’re to have a solid foundation where the truth never changes.  As Christ preached, a man shouldn't build upon the sand, which is constantly moving to fit its surroundings.  The true church of Jesus Christ is to provide a place where the saints of God can be built up with the sure word of the scriptures.    

1 Timothy 3:16 "And without controversy great is the mystery of godliness..."  
This is one of the seven mysteries found in the New Testament.  The mysteries are: 

1) Godliness - 1Timothy 3:16
2) Iniquity - 2Thessalonians 2:7
3) Indwelling of Christ - Colossians 1:27
4) Body of Christ - Ephesians 3:4-6
5) Rapture - 1Corinthians 15:51
6) Restoration of Israel - Romans 11:25
7) Mystery Babylon - Revelation 17:5 

The mystery of godliness pertains to the deity of Christ.  That is, that Jesus Christ was, is, and always will be God.  It's called a mystery because no one in the Old Testament knew that one day God would come to the earth in the form of a man.  After Jesus came and the Word was made flesh (see Joh 1:1,14), then it was manifested how such a thing could be possible.  Is it easy to explain how the immortal, invisible, eternal God can walk around on the earth as a man, get hungry, feel pain, be tired, and then die?  No, that's not easy to understand, let alone explain.  Hence Paul says that there's no doubt that this is a great mystery. 

"...God was manifest in the flesh..."  
Jesus Christ was God in a body.  Man has three parts according to 1Thessalonians 5:23; spirit, soul, and body.  Since man was made in the image of God (Ge 1:26), then God also has three parts.  God has a spirit (Holy Spirit), a soul (God the Father), and a body (Jesus Christ).  As human beings, we cannot separate our three parts and still live.  Contrariwise, each part of God can be in a separate place, and yet all three of those parts are still very much alive and still very much God (1Jo 5:7).  Without believing in the deity of Christ, there's no other way to explain why his name would be Emmanuel, which is being interpreted, God with us (Mt 1:23). 

"...justified in the Spirit..."  
To justify someone means to declare them righteous.  When the Spirit of God raised Jesus from the dead (1Pe 3:18), this was God's way of saying, "Jesus was a righteous, holy, sinless man." (Ro 1:4).  

"...seen of angels..."  
Christ was seen of the angels throughout his life and even after his death (Lu 1:13; Mt 4:11; 28:5-7).
"...preached unto the Gentiles..."  
This ministry began in the book of Acts and continues to this very day. 

"...believed on in the world..."  
Millions, if not billions of souls, have been added unto the Lord through the ages by believing on his name.   

"...and received up into glory."  
This is Christ's ascension (Ac 1:9-11).   

To sum up what Paul has said, it's simply amazing to consider the life of Jesus Christ.  To imagine that God himself would be born in a manger, live as a human being, die for mankind, and then give them eternal salvation by simply believing on him...such a thing goes beyond human understanding.   
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