
Chapter 4

1 Timothy 4:1 "Now the Spirit speaketh expressly..."  
The Spirit of God is making something clear and emphasizing it.   

"...that in the latter times..."  
This phrase "latter times", along with phrases like "last times" (1Pe 1:20) and "last days" (2Ti 3:1), refers to the time of Christ's first coming and everything following (Heb 1:2).  In order to understand this, you should remember that Jesus came after 4,000 years of history had already past.  After his first coming, the Bible indicates that we have approximately another 3,000 years left before this earth flees away and time is no more.  If you use the first coming of Christ as a dividing point, then clearly we're in the latter times as far as history goes.   

As we approach the actual latter days which point to the time of the tribulation and Second Coming of Christ (Nu 24:14; De 4:30; 31:29; Jer 23:20,24), the things mentioned by Paul in this passage, and other passages like it, will get worse and worse (2Ti 3:13). 

"...some shall depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils."  
The departing from the faith is otherwise known as heresy (2Th 2:3...there called "falling away").   

Notice here the domain of Satan.  It's very true that the devil can use a vast array of weapons against us, but where he likes to work the most is in churches with false teachers (2Co 11:13-15). He allures people through the lusts of their flesh to find a doctrine that best fits their desires.  People, instead of changing their lives and beliefs to match the scripture, simply go "church shopping" until they find the one that will allow them to remain in their sins without feeling guilty.  This is how he seduces people to both teach and believe a lie. 

1 Timothy 4:2 "Speaking lies in hypocrisy..."  

These people who depart from the faith are hypocrites because they knew the truth and purposely rejected it.  They know what is right, yet for some fleshly reason they teach differently than what their heart knows is true. 

"...having their conscience seared with a hot iron."  
The picture here is someone taking a hot iron and placing it on their conscience until all the nerves are dead and it's no longer able to feel anything.  The Bible talks about some Gentiles who are "past feeling" (Eph 4:19) because they have given themselves over unto their lusts.   

I've met people like this and I feel sorry for them.  They have no joy, no peace, no hope.  They know they're in the wrong church, but because of their parents, or because they have a position in the church, or because they're afraid of what people might think of them for breaking away, they simply stay in that church.  I've even heard of a pastor who finally realized he was teaching a lie, but when asked if he would quit his church he responded, "No.  They pay my salary and if I quit, how will I exist?"  The real question is, "If you don't quit and start teaching the truth, how will you exist?"   

People in such a situation have to force themselves to ignore the pricks in their heart.  After a while, they've been pricked so much that they lose the ability to feel, and then the conscience quits reacting to the Spirit of God.    

1 Timothy 4:3 "Forbidding to marry..."  
The doctrines that Paul mentions in this verse are said to be doctrines of devils, according to verse 1.  The first of these doctrines has to do with marriage.  If you find a church which is forbidding people to marry, then immediately beware of that church.   

The best known example of this devilish doctrine is the Roman Catholic Church.  Anyone wishing to enter the ministry of the priesthood must take a vow of chastity which means he will never marry.  They claim that the priest who is taking the vow is doing it for the kingdom of heaven's sake and therefore it's not a violation of this verse (see Mt 19:12).  If this vow was indeed voluntary, then why is there a rule in their church concerning priests and marriage?  If it is indeed voluntary, then shouldn't a priest have the privilege to marry someone if he so desires?  He can't.  He doesn't have that choice, because the vow is NOT voluntary.  It's mandatory because it's a church law! 

The Catholic church did not always forbid marriage.  They claim that the early popes were all married, which history tells us is true.  The Catholics had to allow such a thing because Peter, who they claim was a pope (which is no where in the Bible), was a married man (Mt 8:14).  It wasn't until the year 1123 A.D. at the First Counsel of Lateran that the Catholic church decided officially that priests, deacons, and monks could not marry. What happened?  They gave in to the seducing spirit and began teaching yet another doctrine of a devil. 

Catholics are not the only ones who forbid marriage.  There is of course a historical context to be considered.  That is to say that the Gnostics of Paul's day forbade marriage, along with some other groups that sprung up in the early centuries of the church (Montanists, Manichees, Encratites).  In our modern day setting, there are a number of Baptists that do not allow marriage.  They put their own twist on this doctrine saying that once a man has been divorced, then he must remain in that state until death or the return of his former wife.  They teach that if he marries again then he's living in adultery. 

I realize that according to Matthew 19:9, there is an element of truth to what these Baptists teach.  However, if there were scriptural grounds for that divorce, then the man is welcome to marry whomsoever he will, but only in the Lord (1Co 7:39).  Paul even went so far as to say that, that man has not sinned in so doing (1Co 7:28).   

Why would the devil want marriage to be forbidden?  According to Hebrews 13:4, marriage is honourable in all.  The marriage bed is said to be undefiled.  The devil knows that if a man can remain satisfied with his wife, ravished always with her love (Pr 5:19), then it will be difficult to get that man messed up with a strange woman.  As any man knows, taking too much time without being with your wife can lead to a great deal of distractions.  Therefore, Paul said that a man and his wife shouldn't be apart too long, lest Satan take advantage of that situation and begin tempting one or both of them (1Co 7:5).  Marriage is natural.  Unless a man has received a special gift from God so that he can remain single without being distracted, it's a foolish idea to try it (1Co 7:7; Mt 19:11). 

"...and commanding to abstain from meats..."  
This other doctrine that Paul mentioned is popular among a number of groups.  The Catholics again fall victim to the seducing powers of Satan and teach that during the season of Lent, no meat of any kind may be eaten on Fridays.  This is a rather new version of a rule that used to effect every Friday of the year, instead of only the season of Lent.   

The Seventh Day Adventists, Muslims, and some other spurious groups have adopted the dietary laws set forth in Leviticus 11 as New Testament doctrine.  Paul quickly makes it clear that in the New Testament, any and every thing may be eaten.   

"...which God hath created to be received with thanksgiving of them which believe and know the truth."  

If someone knows and believes the truth, then he realizes that keeping some dietary law will not help a man be saved in the New Testament.  God gave the Old Testament Jews (not Gentiles) some laws concerning what could and couldn't be eaten.  It's true that there are some healthy habits to be derived from those dietary laws, but more than anything, God was simply sanctifying his people.  He wanted them to be his peculiar treasure, so he gave them some carnal ordinances that would make them different.   

1 Timothy 4:4 "For every creature of God is good, and nothing to be refused..."  
Peter learned this lesson in Acts 10.  God sent him a vision three times of unclean animals and each time told him to rise and eat (Ac 10:12-13).  The message was that God had cleansed those things (Ac 10:14).  Now that we're in the New Testament, some things have changed.  At this point, nothing is to be refused. 

"...if it be received with thanksgiving."  
This is why Christians pray before they eat, therein thanking God for what He's provided and asking him to sanctify and bless what they're about to eat. 

1 Timothy 4:5  “For it is sanctified by the word of God and prayer.”

The food is sanctified in the sense that God doesn't view it as unclean.  If you have a week old piece of meat that has been sitting outside in the sun, I'm not sure you can simply pray over it, thank God for it, and then eat it without risking getting violently ill.  Don't tempt God! 

I have on a few occasions heard of a missionary that has been put in a position where he had to eat something "suspicious".  Rather than rejecting the offer of the native cook, the missionary has simply prayed and asked God to sanctify physically what he's about to eat...and in the end no sickness came to the missionary, even though it was quite certain it would.  This is a case where God honors the motives of the man and will make exceptions, even stretch his promises a bit to fit the needs of that particular man. 

1Timothy 4:6 “If thou put the brethren in remembrance of these things..."  
Timothy, and any other God called preacher, should be reminding their people about false doctrines.  A lot of God's people are ignorant because their pastor is too busy being nice instead of educating and warning his people of the wolves that are encompassing the camp.   

"...thou shalt be a good minister of Jesus Christ..."  
This is one of the defining marks of a good minister.  This isn't what the world thinks a good minister is.  The world wants a man who never points out differences and allows people to do whatever they want.  A good minister points out that some people have departed from the faith and that they're teaching false doctrine (Ro 16:17; 1Ti 6:3-5; Tit 1:9).   

"...nourished up in the words of faith and of good doctrine, whereunto thou hast attained."  
The reason most preachers can't warn anyone is because they fail to feast on the words of God.  They're lacking the nourishment of the Bible.  Timothy had attained to this knowledge of the scriptures and now is being charged by Paul to put that knowledge to good use.   

1 Timothy 4:7 "But refuse profane and old wives' fables..."  
Fables are made up or fake stories.  The fables that Paul is referring to here come from old wives and they are profane (irreverent or blasphemous). These types of useless stories can be found in every culture.  Most of the time, these fables are started and promoted by a bunch of women sitting around talking too much instead of minding their own business and taking care of their families.   

The man of God is to refuse their false stories and stay busy ministering the word of God.  If he does so, then eventually the people will realize that the fables which make up their customs are in direct contradiction to the word of God.  By the grace of God, the light of the scriptures, along with the conviction of the Holy Ghost, will bring these "old wives" and their adherents to repentance.   

"...and exercise thyself rather unto godliness."  
If a man is busy serving God, trying to win people to Christ, nourishing himself with the word of God, he's not going to be worried about the useless nonsense which Paul spoke of in the first part of the verse.  When Paul says "exercise thyself", that means Timothy should be working with or busy about godly things on a daily and consistent basis.  Those godly things will be anything that pertains to God. 

1 Timothy 4:8 "For bodily exercise profiteth little..."  

Paul doesn't speak against bodily exercise.  If a preacher doesn't know how to discipline himself physically (his eating and exercise habits), then he could end up as a castaway from the ministry (1Co 9:27).     

The important thing on this point is balance.  You don't want to get so caught up with the physical that you forget the eternal and spiritual.  Eat right, get some exercise, stay active, and don't feel bad for doing so.  It will help...a little.  Why just a little?  Paul explains as he continues. 

"...but godliness is profitable unto all things, having promise of the life that now is, and of that which is to come."  
Exercise can only help you while you're here on this earth.  However, serving the Lord is not only good for you while you're on this earth, but it will also profit you in eternity.    

1 Timothy 4:9  “This is a faithful saying and worthy of all acceptation.”

The list of faithful sayings was given in the comments under 1Timothy 1:15.  The faithful saying referred to here is that of verse 8, concerning the importance of godliness.  

1 Timothy 4:10 "For therefore we both labour and suffer reproach, because we trust in the living God..."  
We labour because we have already trusted in God as our Saviour.  We don't labour in order to be saved.  We don't labour to stay saved.  We labour because we're already saved.  

Notice also that the believer will suffer reproach.  Jesus Christ was hated by the enemies of God and the same will be true for his followers (Joh 15:19-20). 

"...who is the Saviour of all men, specially of them that believe."  
There's an important distinction made here.  Jesus Christ is the Saviour of the world (Joh 4:42).  He died for the sins of everyone in the world (John 3:16).  However, this does NOT mean that everyone is saved, as some people have begun to teach.    

The debt of sin has been paid for all, but the payment that was made cannot help someone if they don't receive it as their own.  So we read in 2Peter 2:1 that people can deny the Lord that bought them.  You see, Jesus paid the price for the redemption of their souls, but if they deny the Lord, that payment doesn't help them. 

This same distinction is illustrated nicely in Exodus 12 where the Passover lamb is talked about.  Moses is told by the LORD that Israel needs a lamb (Ex 12:3).  Then the LORD gets more specific and says the lamb (Ex 12:4).  Finally, it gets personal and the LORD says your lamb (Ex 12:5).  The only acceptable sacrifice for our sins was a lamb.  When Jesus came he was the Lamb of God.  After you accept him as your Saviour, he is your Lamb.    

1 Timothy 4:11  “These things command and teach.”

The truths laid out in the passage should be emphasized in a man's ministry in order to keep his people aware of false doctrine, keep them well balanced, and working for the proper reasons for the Lord.   

1 Timothy 4:12 "Let no man despise thy youth..."  
I've heard various ages mentioned for Timothy by this point in his life.  Some say he was 30, some 35, and some even go as low as 23.  Whatever the age, he was still considered a young man and Paul saw this as a potential hindrance to his ministry. 

As a young man myself (I'm 31 years old as I'm writing this now), I can see why Paul considered Timothy's age a potential problem.  From everything we read about Timothy, he was a solid, Bible-believing, God fearing, humble, faithful man.  Nonetheless, Paul knew there would be some people that would quickly write him off and consider him useless simply because of the date written on his birth certificate.   

When Jesus began to preach, he was only 30 years old.  I imagine this caused some great problems amongst the older Pharisees and Sadducees.  Here's a man that never learned letters (Joh 7:15), providing answers that no one could argue with.  The Bible says that he spoke as one that had authority (Mr 1:22).  This must have really bothered those older men who were listening.  They were probably thinking, "Who did this young guy think he is?  He must think that he knows everything.  He thinks he's right and everyone else is wrong."  Then without even listening to what he said, there were probably some that figured he was wrong because he was young.   

As a young preacher, this "despising" of age is to be expected.  Rather than complain about it, which would only prove your immaturity, you should instead continue fulfilling the will of God patiently and with time you'll earn the respect of the people to whom you are ministering. 

"...but be thou an example of the believers..."  
A pastor is to set forth the example that his congregation is to follow.  This is why the testimony of the pastor is of the utmost importance and was emphasized greatly by Paul at the beginning of chapter 3.  Dr. Ruckman used to tell us in Bible school, "The pew never gets any higher than the pulpit."  This means that as the leader, you're setting the standard.  It will be an exceptional case to find a church member that will love and do more for God than the pastor.  The people sitting in the pews see the life of the pastor as the goal that they should attain unto.   

If you as the pastor don't witness, don't expect your people to witness.  If you don't have a solid prayer life, don't expect it from your people.  If you don't give, don't yell at your congregation when the church bank account is empty.  You're the example, they're simply following.   

"...in word..."  
The man of God needs to watch what he says, when he says it, and how he says it.  The book of Proverbs offers a multitude of warnings and advice about our words.  Take a concordance and look up "tongue", "lips", and "mouth" in Proverbs and you'll have your notebook full of counsel on your words. 

"...in conversation..."  
When we say conversation, we're usually referring to talking with someone else.  In the scriptures, it's often used to indicate the way a person lives in general, or how they conduct their every-day life (Ga 1:13; Eph 2:3; Jas 3:13; 1Pe 2:12).  A pastor shouldn't have two lives, one in the pulpit and one out of it.  From the time he wakes up until he returns to that same bed at night, he shouldn't have any suspicious behavior going on. 

"...in charity..."  
Charity is putting other people ahead of oneself.   

"...in spirit..."  
Paul told Timothy in 2Timothy 1:7 that we have not been given the spirit of fear, but of power, love, and of a sound mind.  This has to do with the emotional condition of a person.  The pastor should be able to control his emotions.   

"...in faith..."  
Faith is believing what God said (Ro 10:17).  This starts with believing the scriptures, but it also pertains to what God says to you as an individual.  It's vital for the man of God to know how to listen for the voice of God and act upon what has been revealed to him.   

"...in purity."  
Purity can cover a multitude of things, but it would appear that Paul is directing this towards the sanctification of his body by abstaining from fornication (1Th 4:3).  I say this because Paul has already mentioned Timothy's conversation in general, so by saying purity, I'm assuming that it refers to something specific such as fornication.   

This has always been a huge problem for mankind in general, but preachers especially seem to become a target for strange women.  The devil knows that if a preacher is fulfilling the lusts of his flesh, then he can't be busy about spiritual matters.  Furthermore, if a preacher falls into this type of sin, people generally have a difficult time ever trusting him again.  

1 Timothy 4:13 "Till I come, give attendance to..."  
What follows is Paul's advice about how a preacher should use his spare time.  These are not the only things a preacher can do, but these things must be heeded in order to have a profitable ministry (see also Ac 6:4). 

"...reading..."  

Automatically, the vast majority (at least 98%) of Malawi goes head first into the ditch on this matter.  Lest I seem narrow minded, let me include Malawi with just about every other country found north of South Africa.  Africans in general don't read.  Let me broaden my comment by saying that due to the entertainment business (television, movies, radio), people all over the world are reading less and less.  A lack of reading only leads to one thing, and that is a lazy type of ignorance that hinders entire countries from moving ahead in any way. 

Yes of course, we're to pay attention to reading the Bible, but Paul's advice to read isn't limited to only the scriptures.  A preacher should be well read on a multitude of subjects.  Myself, I enjoy reading missionary biographies and war books.  I enjoy any history book when it's written properly.  I very rarely read a novel or any other kind of fictional story because they usually have very little to do with real life.   

"...to exhortation..."  
This applies to preaching (Lu 3:18; Ac 13:15).  A preacher needs to hear and/or read good sermons regularly to keep himself clean, fired up for God, and sharp (Pr 27:17).   

"...to doctrine."  
This goes beyond just the reading of the Bible and gets into studying and searching the scriptures.  The pastor above all else should be able to prove what he believes and answer the wide variety of questions that he'll receive in his ministry.  Neither of these can be done without giving attendance to doctrine. 

1 Timothy 4:14 "Neglect not the gift that is in thee, which was given thee by prophecy..."  

The gift that Paul is discussing here has to do with the ministry and is given to faithful men whom God calls for a specific function in the body of Christ.   

During Timothy's ordination it appears that he received some sort of spiritual gift (Ro 12:6-8; 1Co 12:8-10).  There is no verse in the New Testament that would indicate this transferring of spiritual gifts happens during every ordination.  Paul is reminding Timothy about what happened during his ordination.  He's not explaining what happens at everybody's ordination. 

"...with the laying on of the hands of the presbytery."  
The presbytery is a group of ordained elders in the local assembly.  These are the ones who decide, being led of the Holy Ghost, who will be ordained, as we see in Acts 13:1-3. 

The laying on of hands in this situation has to do with the transfer of authority.  A good example of this happened between Moses and Joshua in Numbers 27:18-20. 

1 Timothy 4:15 "Meditate upon these things..."  

Timothy, and any preacher, should consider everything that goes along with and affects his ministry. 

"...give thyself wholly to them..."  
See Acts 6:4.  A preacher should free himself from as many entanglements as possible so that he can care for the things of the Lord without distraction. 

"...that thy profiting may appear to all."  
People should be able to recognize that God has called, equipped, and given you unction for the ministry you're in.   

1 Timothy 4:16 "Take heed to thyself..."  

He should keep his personal testimony clean. 

"...and unto the doctrine..."  

He should be ready to shut the mouths of gainsayers (Tit 1:9).   

"...continue in them..."  
The "them" is the personal purity and doctrinal soundness just mentioned. 

"...for in doing this thou shalt both save thyself..."  
This is not salvation from hell, but rather Timothy can save himself from being cast out of the ministry (1Co 9:27).  People make the mistake of associating the word salvation with hell every time they see it.  You have to allow the context to dictate what someone is being saved from.  This context is 100% about the ministry and not personal salvation. 

"...and them that hear thee."  
By setting the right example and teaching his people correctly, he can save them from a life of sin and the sleight of men (Eph 4:14).    

Chapter 5

1 Timothy 5:1 "Rebuke not an elder, but intreat him as a father..."  
The leaders in the church are referred to as elders and Paul will deal with them directly towards the end of the chapter.  This verse however simply applies to the older men in general which are members in the church.  

The older man is due some respect simply because of his age (see Le 19:32).  Bear in mind that Paul is not talking about how Timothy should preach in this verse, but rather how he should deal with these people individually.  When dealing with an older man, a pastor (especially a young pastor as Timothy was) needs to talk with him as he would his own father.  Even if your father had made a mistake somewhere, you wouldn't just start rebuking him.  You would intreat, that is, ask him kindly to stop making that particular mistake.  If you use some wisdom, you'll be able to make a petition do the job of a rebuke.   

"...and the younger men as brethren."  
If these younger men are saved, they truly are brethren in the Lord.  However, Paul is advising Timothy to treat the younger men in the church as he would his own flesh-and-blood brothers.  You can talk to this group a little differently than you would your father.  Nonetheless, you still don't want to go around being rude and unkind simply because they're the same age as you. 

1 Timothy 5:2 "The elder women as mothers..."  
Paul is continuing to use the family setting as the example that Timothy should follow when dealing with the people in the church.  The rule to go by is that if you wouldn't say or do it to your mother; don't try it with an older lady in the church. 

"...the younger as sisters, with all purity."  
Purity is mentioned here because pastors will find a great deal of temptation with the younger women in his congregation.  The pastor is supposed to be a kind, loving, gentle, bold, mature man.  This is usually what most women are looking for in a man.  Therefore, by simply being what they're supposed to be, a lot of pastors are considered attractive by the younger women in his congregation.   

If the pastor is not careful the most innocent of comments can be taken out of context; and all of the sudden some young woman is going around thinking that the pastor has a desire for her.  A pastor, especially a young man, needs to keep his conversation (both words and actions) completely pure when dealing with the younger women in the church.   

My advice is, and always has been, a pastor should never go into a house when there's only a woman present.  Even if nothing happens, too many rumors and suspicions can arise.  If a woman wants counseling in the church, the pastor should have his wife present during the conversation.  If marriage counseling is necessary, the pastor and the young lady should never be by themselves.  Either the pastor's wife or the lady's husband should be present.  This way there's no chance of some silly rumor destroying a church, marriage, and/or family.    

1 Timothy 5:3  “Honour widows that are widows indeed.”

Paul shows us here that there are two kinds of widows.  There are widows and widows indeed.  Paul takes the next 13 verses to discuss the difference. 

The definition of a widow is simple; it's a woman who has lost her husband to death.  According to what we find in the passage, there's one kind of widow that has simply lost her husband, but she's still young, surrounded by family, able to marry again, etc.  There's another kind of widow who is destitute of any kind of help and is completely trusting in God.    

1 Timothy 5:4 "But if any widow have children or nephews, let them learn first to shew piety at home, and to requite their parents..."  
To requite means to recompense or return a favor.  Since the parents raised their children, fed them, clothed them, took care of them when they were sick, etc., when the mother is in need, even though they're living away from home, they need to make sure mom is taken care of.  By showing this piety (respect), they're paying her back for all the care she gave them. 

"...for that is good and acceptable before God."  
God takes care of us, and therefore we ought to love him with all our heart, mind, strength, and understanding.  That is how we requite God for his love towards us.  God gets pleasure out of seeing a younger person who can carry out this same pattern with their earthly parents.  

1 Timothy 5:5 "Now she that is a widow indeed, and desolate..."  
The first category of widows was found in verse 4.  The widows that are widows indeed, Paul's second category, are described in this verse. 

Desolate means deprived of inhabitants, or solitary.  In other words, she doesn't have the children or nephews to help her like the widow of verse 4. 

"...trusteth in God, and continueth in supplications and prayers night and day."  
She's not out begging and complaining about her situation in order to get pity from people.  She quietly takes her petitions to God and allows him to take care of her (see Lu 2:36-37).  This is the kind of widow that Paul wants the church to honor with its support.  

1 Timothy 5:6 "But she that liveth in pleasure..."  
Living in pleasure is giving the flesh everything it wants.  More than just young widows practice this. 

"...is dead while she liveth."  

Some women view the death of their husbands as a pass to sin all they want.  They figure that they've gone through enough pain, therefore God won't mind if they enjoy some worldly pleasures.  Some women consider the death of their husbands to be deliverance from bondage and use that new "freedom" to go do things they would have otherwise felt guilty doing.   

Whatever the situation might be, because she's living after the flesh, she's completely useless to God.  That being the case, she's considered dead because she's not bearing any fruit (see Joh 15:6; Eph 5:14; Heb 9:14).  This doesn't mean that she has lost her salvation and needs to be saved again.  She needs to repent of her dead works and start pleasing God (Ro 6:11,13,16,22).  

1 Timothy 5:7  “And these things give in charge, that they may be blameless.”

Timothy was to charge the church with these rules about the widows so that they could properly minister to them.   

1 Timothy 5:8 "But if any provide not for his own, and specially for those of his own house..."  
This verse goes directly for the children and nephews mentioned back in verse 4.  Indirectly, the verse can apply to anyone that is responsible for his household.  In the usual case, it is the father's responsibility to provide for his family.  Once he's gone, other relatives are to take this responsibility.  In Malawi, the oldest son is usually given this task.  

"...he hath denied the faith, and is worse than an infidel."  
Herein we can see clearly that the faith not only has to do with things we should believe, but also the things we should do.  The Christian doctrine of the New Testament teaches us to take care of our fathers and mothers (Eph 6:2).  When a man claims to be a Christian, he's expected to follow such instructions.  If a man doesn't claim to believe the Bible, which is what an infidel is, then we're not surprised if he doesn't care for his household according to the scripture.  However, even among infidels, the greater number of them knows that it's right to provide for their house, and they do so.  Then when someone who claims to be a believer fails to keep the words of God and ignores his responsibility at home, he is worse than that infidel.  Why?  He's a hypocrite.  He says he believes something with his mouth, but his actions tell another story.    

1 Timothy 5:9 "Let not a widow be taken into the number under threescore years old..."  
A score means twenty.  Therefore, threescore is three times twenty, which is sixty.  This is the age requirement for a widow to be taken into the number.  To be taken into the number means the church puts that widow on their "list" (if you will) of people who they support regularly.   

Here in Malawi, the average life span is approximately 40 years old.  That being the case, I make an exception on this rule of threescore years.  I still recognize that Paul said 60 years is the standard.  I'm not trying to change what he said.  However, I'm trying to follow the spirit of the law more than the letter of the law.  Paul will explain why a younger widow shouldn't be supported in verse 11.  If a woman is still young enough to get out and make a new life for herself, then the church shouldn't spoil her with their support.  I treat every case a bit differently.  If I find a woman who has no hope of marrying again, has no family left, can't get out to take care of herself in some way, then I'll be somewhat lenient on the age restriction.  If I'm wrong for doing this, then the Lord will just have to straighten me out at the judgment seat of Christ. 

"...having been the wife of one man."  

Paul says in 1Timothy 5:14 that the younger widows are supposed to remarry, so we know that Paul is not against a woman having more than one husband in her lifetime.  However, I believe what Paul is doing here is excluding women like the Samaritan woman at the well, who had taken a number of men and didn't appear to be faithful or decent in any of her arrangements (Joh 4:16-18).  When a woman has been taking men and then putting them away on and off throughout her life (Mr 10:12), she shouldn't be rewarded by getting a "retirement fund" from the local church when her most recent husband happens to die.     

The widows that are to be supported should have a good testimony, and that includes fidelity to their husband.    

1 Timothy 5:10 "Well reported of for good works..."

This is a broad category which covers any kind of good work.  She needs to be known for serving the Lord. 

"...if she have brought up children..."  

This shows an exception to what was written in verse 4.  If the children are truly not able to take care of the widowed mother, then they're relieved from this duty and the church can help out.  However, the children are the first option in the case of a widow.   

If the mother neglected her children and didn't bring them up properly, then she can expect to reap what she sowed and she too will be neglected when her time of need arises. 

"...if she have lodged strangers..."  
She should be known for opening her home and not being selfish of her time and/or space.   

"...if she have washed the saints' feet..."  
This was a common gesture of hospitality.  Since walking was the chief means of transport and sandals were usually worn, everyone was in need of having their feet washed.  To perform such a task showed both humility and charity on the behalf of the foot washer.   

"...if she have relieved the afflicted..."  
Afflictions can be either physical or spiritual and the relief can sometimes be money or a good meal, or at other times a kind word or just a listening ear will do. 

"...if she have diligently followed every good work."  

That is, she was always looking for and wanting to do something good. 

1 Timothy 5:11 "But the younger widows refuse..."  

Refuse them ongoing financial aid from the church. 

"...for when they have begun to wax wanton against Christ..."  

To wax means to gradually become something; in this case, wanton.  Wanton means to indulge in sensual pleasure without restraint.  Basically, if someone is wanton then they do whatever they want whenever they want.  Giving into the flesh in such a way is completely and obviously against Christ.   

The wantonness occurs because the church is supplying her needs, thus leaving her with no work to do and a lot of spare time.  Any widow being supported by the church needs to have an outstanding moral character (like Paul described in verse 10) in order to resist the temptations that will come. 

"...they will marry;"  
If a woman begins taking the support of the local church, then she's expected to trust God and continue in prayers night and day.  Paul realizes that a young widow will eventually burn in her lusts (1Co 7:9) and find a husband.  Keep in mind; it's not a sin for her to remarry.  The sin would be saying that she's going to trust God and give herself to prayer and then go back on that commitment. 

1 Timothy 5:12 "Having damnation..."  
Not eternal damnation, but temporal damnation.  This same distinction is made in Romans 8:1.  If a woman starts living after the flesh, then she's in danger of being punished with sickness, weakness, or even physical death (Ro 8:13; 1Co 11:30).  God can destroy the temple, which is her body (1Co 3:17; 6:19), but not her soul.  Her soul is sanctified, saved, and sealed unto the day of redemption. 

This damnation could also be her own conscience condemning her because she failed to trust and obey God. 

"...because they have cast off their first faith."  
Their first faith was God, as Paul mentioned about the true widows in verse 5.  If they marry, then their support comes from their new husband instead of God.  As I mentioned in the previous verse, remarrying is not a sin unless she has already vowed otherwise.   

1 Timothy 5:13 "And withal..."  
The word, withal, means "together with".  So Paul is saying that together with the problems of verses 11 and 12, the younger widow will face these other temptations if she's supported by the church. 

"...they learn to be idle..."  
Here's where the real danger is when supporting a young widow.  If the church supports her, then she doesn't have to work.  If she's not working, then she'll get lazy and this leads to the wantonness of verse 11. 

"...wandering about from house to house..."  
This isn't church visitation!  She's bored so she ends up sticking her nose into other people's business. 

"...and not only idle, but tattlers also and busybodies..."  
Since she doesn't work with her hands, she'll learn how to work with her mouth.  A busybody doesn't imply a hard-working person, but rather someone who is running to and fro constantly, but never doing anything profitable.   

"...speaking things which they ought not."  
When a woman is given the easy life, she'll be greatly tempted to become a huge gossip.  That's true the world over.  

1 Timothy 5:14 "I will therefore that the younger women marry..."  
As I've pointed out a number of times, it's not wrong for her to remarry.  Paul makes this clear in 1Corinthians 7:39 (see also Ro 7:3).  

Some commentators have a problem with the word "women" in this phrase.  They claim that the originals say something different, which is extremely strange since they've never seen the original manuscripts!  Obviously Paul is talking to the younger widows here, but doesn't this verse also apply perfectly for a virgin who is praying for a husband?  It surely does!  Therefore, by writing "women" instead of widows, the King James Bible covers a broader spectrum and gives us more light than the Greek "originals".   

"...bear children, guide the house..."  

The man is the head of the family.  He's responsible for what goes on in the house.  But the woman is responsible for keeping the house up to the standards of both the Bible and her husband.  This is being a keeper of the home, as Paul told Titus (Tit 2:5).   

"...give none occasion to the adversary to speak reproachfully."  
The adversary is the devil, as we can see from the next verse.  He's looking for anything that will ruin the testimony of a young lady, young man, pastor, pastor's wife, or the church as a whole.  Please notice though that the home life of a Christian is extremely important.  Christianity does NOT only happen in the church building on Sunday morning.  You're a Christian and expected to conduct yourself like one seven days a week, regardless of where you're at...and especially in your home.  

1 Timothy 5:15  ‘For some are already turned aside after Satan.”

Paul can say these things boldly because he's seen what happens to people when they fall away from having a good Christian home.  He's seen the reproach and how it can affect people.  

When a woman becomes wanton, gets lazy, runs her mouth constantly, and quits trusting God, she has fallen into the snare of the devil (2Ti 2:26).  She is performing the will of the devil.  The devil came in all his subtlety and made the suggestion for her to take this broad way; therefore Paul says that she's turned aside after Satan.  As odd as this might sound, this doesn't mean that she's lost.  This means that she's fallen and she needs to repent and get right with God.    

1 Timothy 5:16  “If any man or woman that believeth have widows, let them relieve them, and let not the church be charged; that it may relieve them that are widows indeed.”

Paul summarizes a bit here and reminds them that if there is someone in the family that can support the widow, then they should do so and allow the church to use its money for the widows that are widows indeed.   

Allow me to point something out here.  Where did the local church get its money?  Obviously people gave and the church set some of it aside in a "widow’s fund", or something of that nature.  Some people have a problem with giving to the local church.  They think that they should be able to give their money to anyone they like instead of giving it in the church.  I agree that we're all allowed to give our money to anyone we want, but not in place of the local church.  To not agree with this set up is to not agree with how the Holy Ghost led these apostles to establish their churches (see 1Co 16:1-2).    

1 Timothy 5:17 "Let the elders that rule well..."  
This is a spiritual rule that pertains to things "in the Lord" (1Th 5:12).  It's important for the pastor to understand his boundaries.  He is supposed to feed his flock with the word of God and pray for them.  I have known some pastors to advise their members on how many children to have, what kind of car to drive, what kind of house to buy, what kind of job to have, etc.  If a pastor is asked to give his advice on a particular matter, then there's no reason that he shouldn't.  But if he starts lording over his members, telling them that they must obey everything he says concerning every little matter of life because he has the rule over them...now he's gone too far.  When you find a pastor that's more concerned with what his people are wearing rather than how they are acting, you've found a pastor that's lost his balance.   

The pastor will have to answer for the souls of his people (Heb 13:17).  Therefore he will be judged based upon how he helped his members in matters that affect their soul.  If the pastor doesn't prepare his people properly concerning spiritual things, and they end up making a mess of their lives because of it, then he will be held responsible for their lack of fruit as Christians.    

I believe one of the greatest examples of a pastor that is ruling well is David.  When one little lamb got taken out of his flock by the lion and the bear, he went to rescue that lamb.  Most shepherds would have just counted it as a loss and gone on.  Not David.  He watched everything, loved even the most insignificant members of his flock, and was willing to lay down his life for them.  A pastor that rules well devotes his life to building up the lives of others. 

"...be counted worthy of double honour..."  

Paul doesn't come straight out and tell us what this double honour should be, and I believe he did that intentionally.  This way each congregation can decide what kind of honour to give their pastor, and then double it.  I will say this; according to the context, it appears as if the double honour has a lot to do with money.   

"...especially they who labour in the word and doctrine."  

Here is one of the greatest marks of a good pastor.  As much as his flesh hates it (Ec 12:12), he spends hours at his desk going through the word of God so that he can teach his people in the best way possible.  If this is one of the qualifications for a man to be considered a good pastor, then the world is sorely lacking elders that rule well.   

1 Timothy 5:18 "For the scripture saith, Thou shalt not muzzle the ox that treadeth out the corn."  
Paul gets this illustration from the law (De 24:5), and uses it in his epistle to the Corinthians (1Co 9:9) when explaining how they should financially take care of the pastor.  The pastor is the ox.  The field in which he works is his congregation.  The members are the corn.  If the people do not pay their pastor properly, then they are stopping him from eating, thus muzzling his mouth.   

"And, The labourer is worthy of his reward."  
Paul gave us the example of the ox to show the basic responsibility of the church.  They that preach the gospel should live of the gospel (1Co 9:14).  Therein we understand that the church should take care of the pastor's salary.  This second half of the verse about the labourer could then be promoting the idea of the double honour.  Let the ox eat, but if he's done a really good job, give him something extra; he's earned it! 

Paul is quoting the Lord Jesus from Luke 10:7.  At the beginning of the verse, Paul said, "For the scripture saith...”.  Paul's use of this cross reference then proves that he accepted the writings of Luke as inspired (see 2Ti 3:16).    

1 Timothy 5:19 “Against an elder..."  
This is a different elder than the one we read about in verse 1.  According to the immediate context, we're obviously dealing with a pastor, not just an older man in the church. 

"...receive not an accusation, but before two or three witnesses."  
Unfortunately, this is something that must be dealt with in any local church.  As one man once said, "The ministry would be a great thing if it weren't for the people."  As long as there are people involved there will be misunderstandings, hurt feelings, lies told, and a bunch of useless bickering coming from all directions.   

People are going to get upset at the pastor for all sorts of reasons.  Maybe he preached against their sin.  Possibly he didn't give them the advice they wanted to hear during a time of counseling.  Maybe someone took something the pastor said out of context and started a juicy gossip ring out of it.  Whatever the case may be, the devil will see to it that the pot is stirred and that these types of problems exist in a local church.   

Timothy is instructed to stick to the facts so to speak.  Like Paul said in 2Corinthians 13:1, every word can be established by the mouths of two or three witnesses.  If you're hear about some problems in the church, then it's your duty to check the matter out quietly, asking only the necessary mature people about the accusation.  As things go in these last days, even if you have two or three witnesses, you may also want to check out how credible they are.  You shouldn't forget that 1Kings 21:9-14 is in the Bible. 

1 Timothy 5:20 "Them that sin..."  
This could apply to the elders that are truly guilty of a sin, or to the witnesses who falsely accuse the elders.   

"...rebuke before all..."  
The guilty party (whether it be the elder or his accusers) should be dealt with publicly before the congregation.  This doesn't mean that you should take an entire service to preach about how wicked one certain man is.  This isn't to be done to hurt the guilty party, but rather to use him as an example so that others can learn from his mistake.   

"...that others also may fear."  
We had a situation once in our church where an elder confessed to me that he had wrongly used some money that I had given him for a building project.  He had already repented; that was apparent since he confessed it to me.  Since he is an elder in the church, I told him that during the following prayer meeting, he would explain briefly what he had done and apologize to the church.  After he did so, I warned the church that if one word of this situation would be repeated anywhere at anytime, then that church member would be disciplined for gossiping and damaging the unity of our assembly.   

Ever since that day, all of our members have held that elder in the greatest respect and they continue to follow him faithfully even now.  I told our members that night that I have the utmost respect for a man that can admit his mistakes, ask for forgiveness, and then keep serving God.  Furthermore, our members all learned that we don't treat sin lightly in our church, whether it comes from the pew or the pulpit.  Everyone involved learned to fear the consequences of their actions. 

1 Timothy 5:21 "I charge thee before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, and the elect angels..."  
The elect angels are not angels which were foreordained to be saved before the foundation of the world.  The word "elect" means "chosen".  The angels that did not leave their habitation (Jude 1:6), but remained faithful to God, are chosen due to their obedience.  They are otherwise known as the holy angels (Mt 25:31; Mr 8:38; Re 14:10).  These are also the angels that are looking into the ministry of the gospel (1Pe 1:12; 1Co 4:9).  Hence, Paul says that his charge is before not only God and his Son, but also the angels. 

"...that thou observe these things without preferring one before another, doing nothing by partiality."  
There's no place for bias in the church.  If an elder sins, regardless of how popular he is, he needs to be rebuked before all.  If the false accusers happen to be your best friends, action must still be taken.  The pastor should never ignore the commandments of scriptures for personal reasons. Often the guilty party in the church will expect special favors based on past relationships, but then hearts must be broken so that the scripture will not be!  

1 Timothy 5:22 "Lay hands suddenly on no man..."  
We're not told how much time constitutes "suddenly" in the verse.  Obviously every man is different and hence what might be a sufficient probation period for one person might not be half enough for the next.  Whatever the case may be, you have to wait until a man has been tested and see whether or not his intentions are upstanding before ordaining him into the ministry. 

I believe Paul's advice from the latter half of verse 21 fits well here.  You can't start ordaining people simply because they're your friends, or the son of friend, or a relative, etc.  The apostle Paul was saved in Acts 9 but wasn't ordained until Acts 13:3; there was a time of "testing" so to speak.  After Paul showed that he was for real, that he could be trusted, and that he was faithful, the Holy Ghost led the elders of the church at Antioch to put him into the ministry.  Paul had to show that he was going to be a witness for Jesus Christ (Ac 9:20), was going to be faithful in the face of troubles (Ac 9:23), wasn't interested in being popular amongst the brethren (Ac 9:26-28), was going to be faithful even when others weren't around (Ac 9:30 with Ac 11:25-26), could be trusted with money (Ac 11:29-30), and was content serving the Lord in the "smaller" ministries (Ac 12:25).     

"...neither be partaker of other men's sins..."  

A good cross reference for this is Proverbs 1:10-15.  The other men in the verse could be the ministers who are awaiting ordination, the elders of verse 19, or any common man anywhere.  The point is that the pastor needs to be able to stand his ground, go against the multitude if necessary, and do what is right regardless of the popular public opinion. 

"...keep thyself pure."  
Timothy is reminded here that it is his responsibility to keep himself pure.  This is not something that God will do for any saint.  God can and will help, and the Holy Spirit will always do his work (Php 1:6).  However, each saint of God is responsible for keeping himself separate from sin.  

1 Timothy 5:23 "Drink no longer water..."  
As is common in undeveloped countries, the water supply wasn't trustworthy in Paul and Timothy's day.  Timothy obviously was having some stomach trouble and Paul surmised that it was the water causing the problem.   

"...but use a little wine for thy stomach's sake and thine often infirmities."  
It seems that 9 out of 10 drunks know that this verse is in the Bible.  They usually don't know where it is or exactly how to quote it, but they know it's there. 

Paul is NOT giving Timothy permission to drink socially.  He's telling Timothy that it would be prudent to use the wine as medicine because of his health problems.  Even Jesus talked about wine in one of his parables being used for medicinal purposes (Lu 10:34).  Notice that Paul said a little wine.  That's usually the part of the verse that the drunks do not know.   

As an upright man, Timothy no doubt did not want to tarnish his testimony by being seen taking a drink here and there.  I can imagine that Paul wrote this to him to ease his conscience a bit as if to say, "Timothy, you're not sinning as long as you use the wine properly and only for the infirmities."   

1 Timothy 5:24 "Some men's sins are open beforehand, going before to judgment..."  
There are a couple of ways to understand this verse.  We could say that some men confess their sins while they're here on this earth and therefore those sins will not be dealt with at the judgment seat of Christ (1Co 11:31).  That's 100% true.  However, I believe there's another interpretation that better fits the context, as seen below.

"...and some men they follow after."  
I think what Paul is saying here is, "...be sure your sin will find you out."  God might manifest your sin while you’re on the earth, and with some men he’ll wait until the judgment seat of Christ.  But know this, just because someone isn't caught red handed down here on this earth doesn't mean that he got away with his sin.  There will be a day of reckoning and everything done in the body will be made manifest (2Co 5:10).  

1 Timothy 5:25  “Likewise also the good works of some are manifest beforehand; and they that are otherwise cannot be hid.”

This is the antithesis of the previous verse.  Just as no unjust deed goes unpunished, likewise no good deed goes unrewarded.  One of the more frustrating things in this life is to do good and then get no recognition for it.  I realize that this frustration comes from the flesh.  I realize that it's simply a matter of pride that whispers in our ears, "Why should you continue doing right if no one cares or notices what you're doing?"  I believe that's why Paul wrote this verse.  He's telling Timothy, and indeed any Christian, that God is keeping score and that he's not unrighteous to forget our labour of love (Heb 6:10).    

Chapter 6

1 Timothy 6:1 "Let as many servants..." 

As Paul was accustomed to do, he dealt with the family in chapter 5 and followed that with advice for the servants in the beginning of this chapter.  You can see this pattern in Ephesians 5 and 6 along with Colossians 3.   

"...as are under the yoke..."  
The phrase "under the yoke" is used as an analogy, likening the servant to an ox which wears a yoke when doing its work. 

"...count their own masters worthy of all honour..."  
The servant is to respect his master, even if he's not saved.    

1 Timothy 6:2 "And they that have believing masters..."  
If you've ever worked for a lost person, you can certainly appreciate having a saved boss.  The difference is like night and day in most cases.  I want to be careful to point out here that these verses aren't dealing only with an employee/boss relationship.  The passage explains clearly that we're dealing with a servant/master relationship, which is known in cruder terms as slavery.   

Let me be quick to point out that no where does the Bible condone the abuse of servants.  The idea of beating people, depriving them of food or drink, chaining them up so they don't run away, or stealing people from their homeland and them selling them has no roots in the scripture.   

God does give some laws and ordinances concerning the buying and selling of the heathen (Le 25:44), thus showing that it isn't a sin.  God even goes as far as to say that those bondservants are the possession of the ones who bought them (Le 25:45).  Since these heathen would have been strangers in the land of Israel, the law protects them from abuse with verses like Exodus 22:21 and several others like it.   

"...let them not despise them, because they are brethren..."  

A saved servant shouldn't bear any ill will towards his or her saved boss.  The temptation would be for the servant to think, "If you're truly saved, you wouldn't treat me like a possession but rather you'd make me equal with yourself and divide all your living with me."  After living in Africa for several years, I know for a fact that is the attitude that many servants adopt.   

"...but rather do them service, because they are faithful and beloved, partakers of the benefit."  
In the Christian life, we're supposed to love and serve one another.  As a saved person with the job of a servant, you have the perfect opportunity to fulfill the goal of the Christian life.  You can consistently minister to another brother in Christ, and get paid a salary for doing so!   

"These things teach and exhort."  
Since a church is going to have people from all walks of life, these issues are very necessary to be taught and emphasized on somewhat of a regular basis.  As a pastor, one has to realize that you only spend a few short hours with the people in the congregation every week.  The pastor has to therefore give his people something that they can use and apply to their life during the vast amount of time that is not spent in the church. 

1 Timothy 6:3 "If any man teach otherwise..." 

Contextually, Paul is talking about the issue of servants and masters.  However, as we can see from the remainder of this verse, we have to be careful for any man who goes astray from any good doctrine, not just the servant/master issue. 

"...and consent not to wholesome words..."  

Wholesome words are healthy words.  If someone said or wrote something that is beneficial, helpful, encouraging, and true, then don't be ashamed to use that information, regardless of who said it or what dispensation they were in when they said it. 

"...even the words of our Lord Jesus Christ, and to the doctrine which is according to godliness..."  
This is very instructive for the student of the word of God.  The Lord Jesus did his preaching and teaching in the Old Testament; therefore there are some things that he said which don't apply to us now.  After his death on the cross some things changed, and these changes were progressively pointed out in the book of Acts.   

Many false churches break their spiritual neck because they fail to realize this truth.  Even the Muslims are quick to point out that Paul and Jesus don't agree.  They're right; but that doesn't make either of them wrong.  That simply proves that Jesus and Paul were ministering to different people at different times.   

The rule is simple.  If the teaching and/or preaching of Christ doesn't contradict what the apostles wrote in the New Testament, then we're supposed to consent to those wholesome words.  If Paul wrote something that doesn't agree with what Jesus said, then one must simply rightly divide the word of truth (2Ti 2:15).  There are no contradictions, simply supplementary information. 

1 Timothy 6:4 "He is proud..."  
We now have a description of a man who doesn't believe and/or practice good doctrine.   

Many times people won't repent of their false doctrine simply because they don't want to admit they're wrong.  It’s a pride issue.

"...knowing nothing..."  

This can be taken along with 1Corinthians 8:2.  If a person gains knowledge but doesn’t edify others with it, then he doesn’t have the proper motive for gaining knowledge, thus making his learning useless.  He knows nothing properly.    

"...but doting about questions and strifes of words..."  
To dote means to act immaturely about any particular thing that one loves.  These false teachers love to ask ridiculous questions to which there is no real answer.  They'll sit around and argue with people for hours about what the real meaning of a word is rather than go out and witness to someone with the plain and simple gospel.  This is the crowd that is ever learning and never able to come to the truth (2Ti 3:7).   

"...whereof cometh envy..."  
Their questions and arguing about words doesn't edify anyone.  Rather it causes, first of all, envy.  Why envy?  These false teachers make a big deal out of their extensive education.  They throw out big words in an attempt to gain the respect of their audience.  They're simply trying to make the common man think that without their great mind, they'll not be able to go on.  Therefore the common man begins to envy these "big shots" because they feel inferior and belittled. 

"...strife..."  
The argument over words will only lead to more arguing about other, often useless topics.  It's what is known as "one upping" your opponent.  A man can never be satisfied knowing that his opponent has outdone him; so he'll keep an argument going until he can make a point that proves him to be the greater of the two.  

"...railings..."  
This covers the use of insulting language.  This trifle nonsense is usually the result of someone who has no point and is attempting to win an argument through intimidation rather than wits. 

"...evil surmisings," 
To surmise means to guess.  Since these heretics have already rejected the truth, they're left with nothing but opinions to work with.  One man's guess is as good as another man's; but they're all evil in the end if they don't go along with the truth. 

1 Timothy 6:5 "Perverse disputings of men of corrupt minds..."  
If something is perverted, then it has been turned away from its proper use.  A lot of heresy comes from people trying to twist (or pervert) the scriptures in order to allow for their besetting sin.  When a man's conscience begins to bother him about a particular thing, then he will either change his life to match the scripture, or change the scripture to match the corrupt belief of his mind. 

"...and destitute of the truth..."  
To be destitute means to have nothing at all.  This is beyond poverty.  Think of a man wearing nothing but rags; no shoes, nothing to eat, no home, no family to assist him; he has nothing.  That's how a heretic is spiritually.  He has no connection with the truth.  Even if he accidentally believes something that is right doctrinally, it won't affect his behavior, thus rendering it useless. 

"...supposing that gain is godliness..."  
This has become a prominent teaching in these end times amongst Pentecostal, Charismatic, and Non-denominational churches.  The short version goes, "Serve God and he'll bless you abundantly in material and physical ways."  Of course, they use a number of verses to back this up, mainly coming from the Old Testament; verses that were given to the nation of Israel.   

In the New Testament we're promised that if we live for Jesus Christ we'll suffer persecution (2Ti 3:12); but we have no promise of money, riches, houses, lands, health, or worldly promotion.  The classic example is the apostle Paul.  His last moments on this earth were spent leaning his head on a chopping block.  He was never rich, he had bad health, and he spent the last part of his life in prison.  Just read 2Corinthians 11:23-33 and see if that sounds like the "blessings of heaven" these modern-day preachers promise their members.   

If God decides to bless someone, then praise God for it.  It's not a sin to have money, even a lot of money.  It's completely wrong though to think that if someone is poor then he must be out of the will of God.  Godliness has to do with how much you have in common with God, not with how much you have in your wallet or your home. 

"...from such withdraw thyself."  
A similar charge is given in Romans 16:17.  Bible believing Christians have no business fellowshipping with such a crowd.  Regardless of what they profess or how much they talk about Jesus, at the end of the day they're going to end up dragging a person down to their level.  You're better off staying as far away as possible.    

1 Timothy 6:6  “But godliness with contentment is great gain.”

The old adage is true, "The more you have, the more you'll want."  If someone can find satisfaction in living a godly life, then he has no need to covet what the world considers riches and wealth.    

1 Timothy 6:7  “For we brought nothing into this world, and it is certain we can carry nothing out.”

This verse is taken from Ecclesiastes 5:15 and the same sentiment is found in Job 1:21.  A man that has been laying up his riches in heaven can rejoice more than any rich man here on earth who doesn't serve the Lord because he gets to keep his riches eternally.   

1 Timothy 6:8  “And having food and raiment let us be therewith content.”

This is a very difficult verse.  It's not difficult to explain nor is it difficult to understand.  But the flesh being the way it is, it's extremely difficult to practice.  If your most basic needs are met, then you have no need to complain.  How often though do our lusts lead us into a horrible pit of complaining when our lives aren't as comfortable as we so desire.   

When the flesh is "cheated" and doesn't get the comfortable thing that it wants, we must remind ourselves that if it weren't for the grace and mercy of God, we'd be burning in hell right this very moment.  Just imagine yourself in the place of the rich man from Luke 16.  Don't you think he'd be happy, nay elated, just to be on the earth and saved?  Therefore, if you're on the earth, saved, and have your daily needs met, you'd better praise God and do away with all murmuring.  

1 Timothy 6:9 "But they that will be rich..."  
Notice that Paul didn't say "those that are rich".  He's talking now to the people whose main goal in life is to be rich with worldly possessions.  This is not to say that rich people are excluded here.  The majority of the times, rich people not only have money, but they also have a desire to have more money; so they qualify for this passage as well.   

However, even a man with no money at all can still fit into these verses.  God is looking at the man's heart here, not his wallet (see Pr 4:23). 

"...fall into temptation..."  

If someone is all about money, then they'll be tempted to do anything necessary in order to get money, even if it means breaking the law and hurting others. 

"...and a snare..."  

Once someone starts down this road of greed it's very difficult to get off of it.  In order to get rich, people will make deals, borrow money, make long term agreements, etc. that he won't be able to run away from even if he gets his heart right.  He will be caught in the snare of money. 

"...and into many foolish and hurtful lusts..."  

Once a person gets money, all of the sudden, he is able to buy things that he was never able to before.  His flesh automatically begins contemplating all of the exciting things he can buy.  Before he knows it, his heart and mind is completely filled with covetousness.   

"...which drown men in destruction and perdition."  

We usually think of drowning in the context of being overcome of water.  In this case, the man who covets money will eventually be overcome with destruction (to his health and conscience) and perdition (which affects his soul).   

1 Timothy 6:10 "For the love of money..." 
This verse has been tampered with in the new bibles.  Instead of writing "the" root of all evil, the revisers write "a" root of all evil, thus indicating there are number of roots to all evil.  Why would someone want to obscure the dangers concerning the love of money?  Maybe, just maybe, the ones who keep rewriting the Bible are doing it for the wrong reasons; maybe they're just after the financial gains instead of trying to edify people.  Why else would there be over 200 versions of the Bible in English?  There's no way the English language needs to be updated that much.  As Dr. Ruckman always says, "If it doesn't make sense, there's money involved somewhere." 

"...is the root of all evil..."  
Leaving behind the revisers of the text, we need to look at what is being said here exactly.  When Paul says evil, he's not talking about sin, but rather destruction in general.  The word evil is used both ways in the scriptures.  There's no doubt that a lot of sin happens due to money, but not all sin.  Fornication isn't necessarily rooted in the love of money.  Worshipping false gods isn't always a financial issue.   

The evil that Paul is referring to here is the same as is mentioned in Isaiah 45:7 where the LORD is said to create evil.  Obviously God doesn't create sin or make people sin, but he does bring destruction upon people for various reasons.  According to Webster's 1828 Dictionary, evil can be anything which produces pain, distress, loss, or calamity; anything which disturbs the peace, impairs the happiness, or destroys the perfection of natural beings.  Hence we can see there is a difference between moral evil (sin) and natural evil (destruction in general).   

If you look down through the ages at the causes of war, you'll have a difficult time finding one of them that wasn't about money in some way.  In Malawi, if my memory serves me, every time I have had serious trouble with a person (wherein they bother me and disrupt my peace), the issue is money.  When a man takes his eyes off of God and starts concentrating on money, then he's heading for destruction (see Mt 6:24).   

"...which while some coveted after, they have erred from the faith, and pierced themselves through with many sorrows."  
Notice the emphasis in this verse and the previous one.  Paul is rebuking those who will be rich.  He's reproving people because of the love of money, not the money itself.  He's explaining here the dangers of coveting money, not earning it at an honest job.   

The desire to have money will creep into a man's soul, take captive his good senses and morals, and thus render him useless for God.  There's no telling how many men started off with good intentions in the ministry and then got sidetracked because of money.  I've met pastors here in Malawi that know they're teaching a lie, but won't quit their church because they are supported nicely by their corrupt organization.  As has already been pointed out, a man in such a case has nothing but sorrows, many sorrows, awaiting him.    

1 Timothy 6:11 "But thou, O man of God, flee these things..."  
Timothy is the only person in the New Testament that is directly called a man of God.  As a man of God, he's told to flee the things mentioned in the passage, which would include covetousness (vss. 9-10) and heretics (vss. 3-5).  This doesn't mean that a man of God can't have money, but that there's no room for the love of money; covetousness.   

"...and follow after righteousness, godliness, faith, love, patience, meekness."  
All of these qualities are fairly self-explanatory.  If a preacher stays busy with these things, concentrating and making them the most important thing in his ministry instead of money, then he won't have time to sit around dreaming of how he can make and spend money. 

1 Timothy 6:12 "Fight the good fight of faith..."  
Paul said in verse 11 that the man of God should flee.  Then he said he should follow.  The third point of his message is fighting the good fight of faith.  We're to please the Lord Jesus Christ as good soldiers; Paul says in 2Timothy 2:3.  The fight is not good though if we're not fighting it by faith.  We don't use physical means to win our battles (2Co 10:3-4).  We can't see who or what we're fighting for.  Millions of Christians down through the ages have laid down their lives on the spiritual battlefield of this world based only on what they read in a history book written by over 40 men spanning more than 2000 years.  They truly fought a good fight based upon nothing but faith. 

"...lay hold on eternal life, whereunto thou are also called..."  
Eternal life isn't a physical thing that can be held in someone's hand.  When Paul says "lay hold", he's saying that Timothy needs to have a firm grasp and appreciation for eternal life.  Eternity should be a focal point in any Christian’s life.  One of the best ways to make proper decisions in life is to make them in light of the judgment seat of Christ (see De 32:29).   

When we received the Lord Jesus to be our Saviour, at that same moment, we were called unto eternal life (Ro 1:6-7; 1Co 7:20-24; 1Pe 5:10; Jude 1:1).  Praise God, the gifts and calling of God are without repentance (Ro 11:29).   

"...and hast professed a good profession before many witnesses."  
This is an important aspect of the Christian life, especially for a new convert.  After someone is saved, it's very profitable for him to stand up in front of a bunch of people he doesn't know that well and confess publicly that he has accepted the Lord Jesus Christ as his personal Saviour.  As a believer in Christ we have nothing to be ashamed of (Ro 10:11).  Furthermore, if we're ashamed to confess Christ in the presence of earthly men, Christ will also be ashamed to confess us in the presence of the angels and the Father (Mt 10:32-33).  

1 Timothy 6:13 "I give thee charge in the sight of God, who quickeneth all things..."  

To quicken means to give life.  God gave us the new birth when we believed on Christ, thus quickening our spirits. Not only that, but daily the LORD renews our spirits, thus quickening and encouraging us to keep on fighting the good fight of faith.  

"...and before Christ Jesus..."  
As a man, Christ Jesus endured all trials and yet stayed faithful.  He offers the perfect example to any man in the ministry.  

"...who before Pontius Pilate witnessed a good confession."  
The conversations that Jesus had with Pilate are recorded in Matthew 27:11-14; Mark 15:2-5; Luke 23:2-3; and John 18:33-38; 19:9-11.  In the first three gospel accounts we have very little information, when compared with John's gospel.  Putting all the information together, we have Christ being reported as being the King of the Jews, of saying his kingdom is not of this world, of saying he came to bear witness of the truth, and saying that he was trusting his Father to righteously judge his situation (Joh 19:11).

This is a good confession for any Christian to make as well.  As Christ was not ashamed of the fact that he was the King of the Jews, we shouldn't be ashamed of the fact that we're Christians.  Our kingdom is spiritual and not of this present world.  We should be more interested in bearing witness to the truth instead of giving flattering words in order to make friends.  And regardless of what befalls us while doing the will of God, we have to commit our souls to him in well doing, as unto a faithful Creator (1Pe 4:19).    

1 Timothy 6:14 "That thou keep this commandment..."  

The last commandment given in the passage was verse 12 about fighting the good fight of faith.  That commandment can cover anything in the Christian life, and therefore it would include everything that Paul has been charging Timothy with throughout this epistle. 

"...without spot, unrebukeable, until the appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ."  
A spot would be any kind of mistake, failure, or blemish on our record.  It was Paul's desire that every Christian should be able to stand before the Lord perfect, unreproveable, unrebukeable, holy, unblameable, without blemish, and without spot or wrinkle at the judgment seat of Christ (Col 1:22,28; Eph 5:27).  Paul knew as well as anyone that we still sin after we're saved.  That truth notwithstanding, every Christian should confess their sins daily, keep pressing towards the mark, and strive to do the complete will of God while he's here on this earth.  At the judgment seat, we shouldn't have to hang our heads and say, "I wish I would have tried harder."    

1 Timothy 6:15 "Which in his times..."  
These times refer to the day of Christ when he comes to take away his bride in the Rapture, judges them in heaven, cleans them up, marries the church, and prepares the saints to come back with him riding on white horses (Re 19:7-8,14). 

"...he shall shew, who is the blessed and only Potentate, the King of kings, and Lord of lords."  
From reading the Bible, we know that Christ is everything mentioned in the passage.  But when we get to heaven and get to see everything with our own eyes, then he will prove that what we've been reading in the Bible is 100% true.  It's similar to Solomon's situation in 1Kings 10:6-7.  The queen of Sheba had heard of Solomon's glory, but after seeing it in person she realized that she didn't know the half of it.    

1 Timothy 6:16 "Who only hath immortality..." 

A saved person will be immortal (exempt from death) after the Rapture (1Co 15:54).  We will have immortality only because God has given us eternal life (2Ti 1:10).  When Paul wrote this to Timothy, since the Rapture had not happened yet, it's completely appropriate to say that only the Lord has immortality. 

"...dwelling in the light which no man can approach unto..."  
God is light (1Jo 1:5).  Jesus is seated at the right hand of God, thus dwelling in that light that no man can approach unto in his natural body.  After we receive our glorified bodies, which will be just like the resurrection body of Christ, we too will be able to dwell in that light. 

"...whom no man hath seen, nor can see..."  

No man has seen or can see the soul of God in his natural state, unless the Lord covers himself with some sort of flesh. When Jesus came to the earth, he was God manifest in the flesh (see notes on 1Ti 3:16).  He said that he who had seen him had seen the Father (Joh 14:9).  This is because the only part of God that you can see is his body, the Lord Jesus Christ.  When men in the Old Testament saw the LORD (i.e. Abraham Ge 18:1, Jacob Ge 32:30, Moses Ex 33:11), they were seeing an appearance of God in the form of the angel of the LORD (cp Ex 13:21 with Ex 14:19).  That angel of the LORD was a preincarnate appearance of the Lord Jesus Christ (Ac 27:23; Ga 4:14; Da 3:25,28).   

Jesus is God and you can see him.  God the Father in his heavenly, natural appearance with no covering cannot be seen by a mortal man, as Moses was told by the LORD in Exodus 33:20.   

"...to whom be honour and power everlasting.  Amen."  
See notes on 1Timothy 1:17.   

1 Timothy 6:17 "Charge them that are rich in this world, that they be not highminded..."  
Paul is not rebuking anyone for being rich.  This verse and the next are simply giving a charge to people with money, that they use it properly and keep their priorities straight.   

Pride (highmindedness) often goes with money (Pr 10:15; 18:11).   

"...nor trust in uncertain riches..."  
This is another temptation that money brings.  People who have it sometimes begin to think that all of their problems can be solved with money.  Granted, money is a defense, "...but the excellency of knowledge is, that wisdom giveth life to them that have it." (Ec 7:12)  Money is a tool that can be used for the glory of God, and those that possess it must realize that the One who gave it is also able to take it away! 

Notice Paul refers to money as "uncertain".  Solomon likens it to an eagle which will certainly make itself wings and fly away (Pr 23:5).   

"...but in the living God..."  
The Bible says that the Lord will never leave nor forsake us.  The exact opposite can be said of money.  It's a definite fact of life that money will leave and forsake us, and that right early!   

If there's an advantage to being poor (and believe it or not, there are a few advantages), it's that you learn to depend on God.  Rather than turning to his bank account to solve his problems, the poor man is constantly turning to God, who shall supply all his need according to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus (Php 4:19).   

"...who giveth us richly all things to enjoy."  

A Christian shouldn't feel guilty about having things, as long as God has allowed him to have them.  If God has given you something, thank God for it and then enjoy it in measure.  For instance, if God gives you a good wife, then praise the LORD.  Solomon tells us to rejoice with the wife of our youth (Ec 9:9).  Nonetheless, take heed that you don't spend all of your time with your wife and forget about the Lord (1Co 7:29).  Solomon's wisdom on this matter of balancing the enjoyment of earthly pleasures is very helpful.  Enjoy what you have, but remember that one day God will judge you based on how you used your possessions and your time (Ec 11:9).   

1 Timothy 6:18  “That they do good, that they be rich in good works, ready to distribute, willing to communicate;”

I was given the advice by an older preacher that I should never preach on money.  While I understand his reasoning, it appears obvious that Paul was of a different opinion.  I've seen some Bible believing preachers that really ought to be cattle farmers because they're experts at milking people for every last piece of money in their pockets.  I realize that preaching on money can go too far, but Paul wasn't bashful about warning the rich of this world to be generous with not only their money, but their lives ("good works").   

Here and in other places, we can see an emphasis that Paul placed on giving.  In Acts 20:35 and in Ephesians 4:28, Paul makes it clear that one is to have a job and earn money so that he can give.  I'm not saying this is the only reason, but if someone desires to have a job solely to make himself rich, he's not following the scriptures (Pr 23:4).   

1 Timothy 6:19 "Laying up in store for themselves a good foundation against the time to come..."  
As Jesus pointed out in his sermon on the mount (Mt 6:19-20), earthly riches can be translated into heavenly riches if one is generous while on this terrestrial ball.   

"...that they may lay hold on eternal life."  

A greedy man rarely has any vision for eternity.  If he has nothing laid up on the other side, why would he want to spend time meditating on heaven?  He has no rewards to "lay hold" of in eternity.  On the other hand, if a man has been growing his eternal bank account, it won't be strange to find him with his "head in the clouds", and his affections set on things above (Col 3:2).  Like Jesus said, "For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also." (Mt 6:21)  

1 Timothy 6:20 “O Timothy, keep that which is committed to thy trust..."  

The thing committed to Timothy's trust would most likely be the ministry and the doctrines of the New Testament (1Ti 1:19; 1Co 4:1-2), as the gospel was committed to Paul's trust (1Ti 1:11).   

"...avoiding profane and vain babblings..."  

If something is profane, then it has no spiritual value.  Vain simply means something is without use.  We’ve covered this briefly in 1Timothy 1:4 and Paul mentions it again in 2Timothy 2:16 in connection with false doctrine.  Anything contrary to the word of God should be dealt with by the pastor accordingly and then that pastor needs to move on.  Don't allow the devil to get you side-tracked on a bunch of useless nonsense. 

"...and oppositions of science falsely so called."  
Science is the collection of provable facts.  A true scientist is one who bases his findings only on what he can prove.   

In today's world, a scientist is considered a great intellectual.  He's expected to be of a superior mind due to his level of education.  In theory, this should be true...if he were to stick to the real definition of science.  However, when a man rejects provable truth and clings to the fables, then he's not a real scientist.  

For instance, a great number of scientists claim to be atheist because they say you cannot prove there is a God.  I say let them prove there is not a God!  Their rebuttal is to say that we can't see God.  We can't run a test to prove there's a God.  God cannot be explained with a mathematical equation, as Einstein said, so therefore there is no God.  But wait...God has left evidence of himself throughout the universe (Ro 1:20; Ps 19:1).  Test the evidence.  How can you have a creation without a creator?  It's impossible!  To say that the human body (Ps 139:14) was an accident that eventually occurred after millions and billions of years is NOT science.  No scientist in the world can prove evolution; hence it's called a theory!   

Scientists say that the Bible is just a book filled with fables, that none of its stories actually happened.  One of their favorite stories to pick on is that of Noah and the ark.  They say that there couldn't have been a world-wide flood and that the Bible is simply making up that story.  Then why don't they test the pyramids?  In Egypt there are pyramids with water marks encompassing their pinnacles.  How did those water marks get there?  There's only one way that water could have stained the top of those pyramids and that there was water standing there as a result of a world-wide flood.  You see, when a "scientist" is presented with the evidence, they all of the sudden loose their scientific edge and ignore the facts.  Hence, Paul calls it "science falsely so called".   

1 Timothy 6:21 "Which some professing have erred concerning the faith."  
This rings of Romans 1:21.  These so-called scientists often laugh at Bible believing Christians and mock us for being supposedly uneducated.  They say that since we simply believe what the Bible says, and require no proof, that we're intellectually inferior to them.  What's strange to me is that every scientist I've ever spoken with has not been able to answer the Biblical questions I give him, but I can answer the scientific questions he offers me.  I'm not that smart, but I'm smart enough to know that all of the answers are in the Bible, not in a science lab!   

Unfortunately, some Christians get intimidated by these self-proclaimed scholars and end up choosing "science" over the Bible so that they look smart in the eyes of the "educated community".   

It's my experience that true science never contradicts the Bible.  Anything that science has actually proven can also be supported by the scriptures.   

"Grace be with thee.  Amen."  
This is Paul's usual closing.    

THE END
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