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Introduction
These notes are intended to help the student of the word of God become more familiar with the first book of the Bible, the book of Genesis.  Many great doctrines are found within the first fifty chapters of the Bible, making this book very important for any Christian to study.  In order to familiarize you with some of the facts about this book, I would like to quote from Dr. Peter Ruckman’s commentary of the book of Genesis.  

“The book was written by Moses and is commonly called ‘The First Book of Moses.’  It has 50 chapters, 1534 verses, and 38,267 words.  It is found first in the list of books in the Hebrew canon and in the English canon.  The word ‘Genesis’ is kin to ‘generations’, ‘genes’, or ‘generate’, and marks the book as ‘the Book of Beginnings’.  It records the beginning of the Heavens, the Earth, Man, Sin, Redemption, the Races, and the Covenants.  Its outstanding characters are Adam and Eve, Noah and Enoch, Cain and Abel, Lot and Abraham, Isaac and Ishmael, Esau and Jacob, Joseph and Judah.  The types of Jesus Christ in the Book are Adam, Able, the Lamb, Isaac, the Ark, Judah, Shiloh, and Joseph.  The types of Antichrist are Cain, Ham, Nimrod, Laban, Ishmael, Esau, and Pharaoh (the office, not the man who befriended Joseph).  Every major doctrine in both Testaments is found in the first twelve chapters, and the book is a supplement of the Book of Revelation, making the Bible an infinite circle, with neither beginning nor ending, in regard to its inexhaustible riches.”

GENESIS 1

Genesis 1:1  ¶In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth.

This verse attacks several different false teachings:

1) Darwinism (evolution…the heavens, earth, and man all began as a big bang millions of years ago)-the verse explains that God is the Creator.

2) Atheism (there is no God)-the verse shows that there is a God.

3) Polytheism (there are many gods)-the verse says that only one God created these things.

4) Pantheism (God is in everything)-the verse points out that God is separate from his creation.

5) Materialism (the only things that are real are things that you can see)-the verse shows that there is a God whom we cannot see who created things which we can see.

In Col 1:16, we read that Jesus Christ is the Creator of everything.  In Gen 1:1 we read that God is the Creator.  By comparing scripture with scripture, it’s quite clear that Jesus Christ is God!  John 1:1-3 supplements this well by saying, “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  The same was in the beginning with God.  All things were made by him; and without him was not any thing made that was made.”
1:2  And the earth was without form, and void; and darkness was upon the face of the deep.  And the Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters.

The earth is without form in vs. 2 because God has yet to form it.  To say that there is a deeper or more mysterious reason is not necessary.  The verse does NOT say that the earth “became” without form and void.  When God began to create, he first brought forth all of the necessary materials (Gen 1:1).  Like any master builder, when God created the heavens and the earth, he took a raw product and formed it into something beautiful.  Hebrews 3:4 says, “For every house is builded by some man; but he that built all things is God.”  There is nothing difficult to understand about this phrase “without form”.  It means exactly what it says.  At the time of vs. 2, the earth had no form.

-The word void means “empty” or “without inhabitant”.  That’s the perfect word to describe the condition of the earth in vs. 2.  Because God has yet to create any vegetation, animals, or humans, the earth is most definitely void in vs. 2.  

Isaiah tells us in Isa 45:18, “For thus saith the LORD that created the heavens; God himself that formed the earth and made it; he hath established it, he created it not in vain, he formed it to be inhabited: I am the LORD; and there is none else.”  Most definitely, God did NOT create the earth “in vain”.  That means that when God created the earth, he created it with a purpose.  Why did God create the earth?  So that he could form it and then cause it to be inhabited.  That’s why in Gen 1:2, BEFORE he formed it, the Bible says the earth was void.  God had yet to form the earth; therefore it was not habitable at the time of this verse.  After the LORD formed everything, he placed man and beast upon the earth and told them to inhabit it.  

The verse also says that “…darkness was upon the face of the deep.”  Again, this is self-explanatory.  The light doesn’t show up until vs.3, and therefore there’s darkness until that time.  

When the Spirit of God begins to move upon the face of the deep, God is about to begin his formation of the heavens and earth.  

1:3  ¶And God said, Let there be light: and there was light. 

1:4  And God saw the light, that it was good: and God divided the light from the darkness. 

1:5  And God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And the evening and the morning were the first day.

This light is not to be confused with the sunlight that was created on the fourth day.  Psalms 74:16 makes a clear distinction between these two different kinds of light.  That verse says, “The day is thine, the night also is thine: thou hast prepared the light and the sun.”  The light of vs. 3 is coming directly from God himself (Job 36:30, Ps 104:2-3).  

-Something you also want to recognize is that God immediately began to divide things.  When he wants to make something good and proper, he divides it.  The world’s message is, “Let’s ignore all our differences and let’s all get together.”  God, on the other hand, wants there to be divisions between good and evil (Isa 5:20).  Paul says in 2 Cor 6:14, “Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers: for what fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness?  and what communion hath light with darkness?”  Later in that same chapter, the Bible says that we should “come out from among them, and be ye separate…”  God’s desire to have divisions is quite evident even in this first chapter of Genesis.  In vs.4, God divided light from darkness.  In vs. 7, he divided the waters.  In vs. 10, he divided the dry land and the seas.  In vs. 14, he divided the day from the night.  In vs. 28, God divided man from the animals by giving him dominion over them.  
-God also establishes an everlasting truth in this verse.  Starting in Gen 1:4, “light” is associated with good in the Bible and “darkness” is associated with evil.  Here are some verses to support this: John 3:19-21, John 8:12, Rom 13:12, Eph 5:8-14, Phil 2:15, 1 Thes 5:4-5.

-At the end of vs. 5 you should note the order in which God refers to the first day.  He mentions the evening first and then the morning.  This has a great Jewish overtone to it because this is how the Jews count time.  For a Jew, a new day begins at 6 pm.  First, they have the night or evening time for 12 hours.  Then, at 6 am, their morning begins.  When the next 12 hours are over (at 6 pm), a new day begins.  

1:6  ¶And God said, Let there be a firmament in the midst of the waters, and let it divide the waters from the waters. 

1:7  And God made the firmament, and divided the waters which were under the firmament from the waters which were above the firmament: and it was so. 

1:8  And God called the firmament Heaven. And the evening and the morning were the second day.

What we have up to this point is the earth sitting in the middle of a large body of water.  Please don’t confuse this with the ocean.  We’ll come to that in a few verses.  The universe is actually shaped as a tent or a vesture (Heb 1:11-12, Isa 40:22).  Before God formed this tent-shaped universe into its present condition, it was completely filled with water, with the earth sitting in the middle.  In these verses God is making the atmosphere and also what is commonly called “outer space” or the solar system.  This is the firmament which is being referred to here.  

Anyone who reads these verses can clearly see that there are two separate bodies of waters mentioned.  There are waters under the firmament and waters above the firmament.  The “waters below the firmament” is the water which is found on the earth.  Everyone is quite familiar with those waters.  However, the waters above the firmament are more of a mystery.  This unfamiliar body of water, called “the deep” (vs.2) in the Bible, is actually located beyond the solar system; where modern science, with all of its experiments, cannot find it.  

In order to properly understand the waters above the firmament, you should first know that there are three heavens in the universe and not only one.  This is evident from the testimony of Paul given in 2 Cor 12:2, “I knew a man in Christ above fourteen years ago, (whether in the body, I cannot tell; or whether out of the body, I cannot tell: God knoweth;) such an one caught up to the third heaven.”  Again in Amos 9:6, the prophet supports this teaching by saying, “It is he that buildeth his stories in the heaven…”  There are different levels in the firmament.  There is a first heaven, which is the air we breathe and where the birds fly (Gen 1:20).  There is the second heaven, where the sun, moon, and stars are found (Gen 1:17).  Then, there is the third heaven, where the throne of God is found (2 Cor 12:2, Rev 4:1-2).  

The first and second heavens are divided by an invisible line where our atmosphere stops and outer space begins.  The second and third heavens are divided much differently.  These two heavens are divided by a huge body of water.  This is evident from Ps 148:4, “Praise him, ye heavens of heavens, and ye waters that be above the heavens.”  Notice that the waters are above the “heavens” plural.  That means there is the first and second heaven, then a large body of water, then finally, the throne of God is beyond that.  If you have understood this, then you will have little trouble understanding Rev 4:6 which says, “And before the throne there was a sea of glass like unto crystal…”  Directly underneath God is a large area of frozen water called the “sea of glass”.  This “sea” of glass is actually the edge of the water that separates the second and third heavens.  It’s called a sea of “glass” because “the face of the deep is frozen.” (Job 38:30)  

-In Gen 1:6-8, God is forming the first and second heavens.  When he is finished on the second day, notice that he doesn’t mention anything about it being good.  On every other day, God saw what he had done, and said that it was good (vss. 4, 10, 12, 18, 21, 31).  Why would God exclude the second day?  One could assume that it has something to do with what is found in those waters that are above the heavens.  

If you have read your Bible much, you have heard of a creature called leviathan (Isa 27:1).  This leviathan is called a piercing and crooked serpent (Isa 27:1).  In the same verse, this leviathan is also called a dragon “that is in the sea”.  Now, what does the Bible say about the devil in Rev 12:3 & 9?  It says there, “And there appeared another wonder in heaven; and behold a great red dragon…And the great dragon was cast out, that old serpent, called the Devil, and Satan…”  In Job 41, we have a description of leviathan.  He’s described as a creature that lives in the water (“in the sea” Isa 27:1 - “the deep” Job 41:31).  At the end of Job 41, the LORD says, “He beholdeth all high things: he is a king over all the children of pride.”  There’s no doubt about this leviathan.  It’s none other than the devil himself.  When the devil was cast out of the third heaven, he took up residence in “the deep”.  Because God knew these waters above the firmament would be the devil’s domain, he didn’t see fit to say that it was good.

1:9  ¶And God said, Let the waters under the heaven be gathered together unto one place, and let the dry land appear: and it was so. 

1:10  And God called the dry land Earth; and the gathering together of the waters called he Seas: and God saw that it was good.
Before day three, the earth was completely under water.  But after vs.9, various places on the earth were standing out of the water (the dry land).  The places left standing in the water are called the Seas.  In our modern times, other names have been assigned to these bodies of water.  Sometimes they are called oceans, rivers, lakes, ponds, marshes, or swamps.  God’s original name for the waters that are still covering the earth (Sea) is sufficient to explain that part of God’s work on the third day.

1:11  And God said, Let the earth bring forth grass, the herb yielding seed, and the fruit tree yielding fruit after his kind, whose seed is in itself, upon the earth: and it was so. 

1:12  And the earth brought forth grass, and herb yielding seed after his kind, and the tree yielding fruit, whose seed was in itself, after his kind: and God saw that it was good. 

1:13  And the evening and the morning were the third day.

From the beginning, God made his creation so that it could naturally reproduce.  These verses do a lot to disprove the theory of evolution.  God made the herbs and the trees to have seed in themselves so that they could produce more herbs and trees “after their own kind”.  An apple tree has never eventually turned into an orange tree.  Anything with seed can only reproduce something after its own kind.  That is a scientific fact that can be proven.  

There are some people that try to apply 2 Pet 3:8 to the days of creation.  They say that because one day with the Lord is as a thousand years, that means that each day of creation was actually a period of one thousand years.  That idea cannot be possible.  If the Lord would have made the grass, trees, and herbs on the third day, and then waited a thousand years before making the sun, then all of the vegetation would have died!  Plants of any kind require sunlight in order to stay alive.  Therefore, it is obvious that these “days” of creation in Genesis 1 are six literal 24-hour periods of evening and morning.

1:14  ¶And God said, Let there be lights in the firmament of the heaven to divide the day from the night; and let them be for signs, and for seasons, and for days, and years: 

1:15  And let them be for lights in the firmament of the heaven to give light upon the earth: and it was so. 

1:16  And God made two great lights; the greater light to rule the day, and the lesser light to rule the night: he made the stars also. 

1:17  And God set them in the firmament of the heaven to give light upon the earth, 

1:18  And to rule over the day and over the night, and to divide the light from the darkness: and God saw that it was good. 

1:19  And the evening and the morning were the fourth day.

The greater light is the sun and it rules the day.  The lesser light is the moon and it rules the night.  The stars were also created on this day, but they don’t rule over anything.  All of these things are found in the second heaven (see comments under Gen 1:6-8).  

These lights have four distinct purposes according to the verse.  As signs, people can use these things to tell how the weather will be, as in Mt 16:2-3.  These things can also be used for supernatural signs as with Hezekiah (2 Ki 20:8-11) or Joshua (Josh 10:12-13).  The position of the sun and moon in relation to the earth is what makes the difference in our seasons.  Each time the sun rises, we have a new day.  And after 365 sunsets, we have a complete year.  In our day and time, clocks and calendars are readily available; so, the sun, moon, and stars aren’t used as much for telling time, like they used to be.  Especially in the time of the Bible; people told time using the position of the sun or moon.  Such was the case with the dial of Ahaz (2 Ki 20:11).  

In vs. 17, the Bible points out that God set these lights in the firmament to give light upon the earth.  This appears to indicate that, although there was light somewhere in the universe (vss.3-4), there was no light on the earth until vs. 17.  This shows the gradual progression in God’s creative work.  He started in the third heaven and moved downward, until he took some of the dirt from the earth and made Adam.  

Beginning here, the sun is a picture of Jesus Christ, and the moon is a picture of the church.  These types are clearly illustrated throughout the Bible.  The sun is the physical light of the world.  Jesus Christ said, “…I am the light of the world…” (Jn 8:12).  Without the sun, nothing on the earth could continue to live or grow.  The Bible says, “And he is before all things, and by him all things consist.” (Col 1:17).  In Matthew 17:2, when Jesus was transfigured, the Bible says, “…and his face did shine as the sun…” (see also Rev 1:16).  Isaiah the prophet, when telling us about the coming of Messiah, said in Isa 9:2, “The people that walked in darkness have seen a great light…”  When the sun goes down, it turns red like blood; but after a short wait, it rises again.  The same was true with the Lord Jesus.  When he died, he was covered in his own blood; but after a short wait in the grave, he rose again.  In Malachi 4:2, the Bible makes this type very clear by referring to Jesus Christ as the “Sun of righteousness”.  

The moon, on the other hand, has no light of its own.  The moon simply reflects the light of the sun.  While the sun is up, the sun is the light of the world.  But when the sun goes away, and the moon appears, the moon is the light of the world.  The same is true to the church.  While Jesus was on the earth, he was the light of the world.  But after he went away, the nighttime began (Jn 9:4-5), and now the church is the light of the world.  That is why Paul says in Ephesians 5:8, “For ye were sometimes darkness, but now are ye light in the Lord: walk as children of light.”  As a Christian, your light comes from the Lord Jesus Christ.  We simply reflect his light to the crooked and perverse nations of the world (Phil 2:15).  

The church is the “lesser” light which rules in this New Testament time between the ascension of Christ and the rapture.  In prophetical terms, the church age is often referred to as “night”.  This term fits nicely because there are several references which refer to the Second Coming of Christ as a sunrise (2 Sam 23:4, Ps 19:5, 67:1, Isa 60:1-3, Hos 6:3, Mal 4:2, 2 Pet 1:19), and the millennium as “morning” (Ps 30:5, 49:14, 59:16, 110:3).

1:20  ¶And God said, Let the waters bring forth abundantly the moving creature that hath life, and fowl that may fly above the earth in the open firmament of heaven. 

1:21  And God created great whales, and every living creature that moveth, which the waters brought forth abundantly, after their kind, and every winged fowl after his kind: and God saw that it was good.

1:22  And God blessed them, saying, Be fruitful, and multiply, and fill the waters in the seas, and let fowl multiply in the earth. 

1:23  And the evening and the morning were the fifth day. 

In vs.20, the word “life” appears for the first time in the Bible.  There is an interesting prophetical note that should be pointed out here.  Verse 19 marked the end of the fourth day of creation.  Taking the passage prophetically (not historically), vs.19 marks the end of 4,000 years.  According to the chronology of the Bible, Jesus Christ came to the earth (the sun…vss.14-19) after 4,000 years!  Therefore, “abundant life” (cp. vs. 20 with Jn 10:10) doesn’t show up in the Bible until after Christ comes to the earth.  

-Another great and basic truth is found in the passage.  Physical life started in the water.  This fact will shed light on the words of Jesus Christ when he spoke with Nicodemus in John 3.  Many people confuse the “water” of Jn 3:5 with baptism.  In Jn 3:4, Nicodemus asked Jesus about entering again into his mother’s womb and being born again PHYSICALLY!  Jesus realized his confusion, so in vs.5, Jesus teaches him that there are two different kinds of birth.  There is a physical and a spiritual birth.  The physical birth that happens when someone comes from his or her mother is a water birth.  Why?  Physical life started in the water (Gen 1:20).  In order to be born again, a person has to receive the Spirit of God by faith, not by baptism!  Jesus said, “That which is born of the flesh is flesh (physical, water birth); and that which is born of the Spirit of spirit.” (Jn 3:6)  For some other verses which indicate physical life starting with water, read: Job 38:8, Prov 5:15-18, and Isa 48:1.

-There is also an obvious connection in the passage between fowl and fish.  The connection is so strong that some scientists think that birds are the evolutionary product of fish.  They teach that a long, long time ago a bird accidentally came out of a fish egg.  Is there any proof of this?  None whatsoever.  Why do they say that then?  They created that fishy-bird-egg story to try to make people think they were smart.  The truth is, there is no evidence that a fish ever became a bird.  Those same educated people will say, “But there are so many similarities between fish and birds; one must have come from another.” They have forgotten that the Designer and Creator of the universe can make two things similar if he so desires.  The reason both fowl and fish use their tails for direction and movement is because God made them that way.  The reason both lay eggs instead of giving birth to a live offspring is because God made them that way.  The reason they have similar migratory patterns is because God made them that way.  God even emphasizes in the passage that these living creatures were brought forth “after their kind” (see comments under Gen 1:11-13).  The fact that two species of animals are similar simply proves that God made them that way.  It says nothing, and certainly proves nothing, at all about some mystical evolutionary process.

-In vs. 22, God gives his first command to something that he has created.  These creatures that have life are told to be fruitful and multiply.  The same is true in the New Testament.  Saved people are new creatures in Christ.  We have the “abundant life” that Christ came to give.  And we also have the commission to be “fruitful and multiply”.  Let us not forget that God’s creatures multiply “after their kind”.  A fish will bring forth a fish.  A bird will bring forth a bird.  Likewise a Christian should bring forth other Christians.

1:24  ¶And God said, Let the earth bring forth the living creature after his kind, cattle, and creeping thing, and beast of the earth after his kind: and it was so. 

1:25  And God made the beast of the earth after his kind, and cattle after their kind, and every thing that creepeth upon the earth after his kind: and God saw that it was good.

The “beasts” of the passage represent wild animals.  The “cattle” include any domesticated animal or an animal that can be tamed to some degree.  The “creeping things” would include both insects and rodents.  For some examples of these creeping things, you can read Lev 11:29-30.  

1:26  ¶And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness: and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth. 

1:27  So God created man in his own image, in the image of God created he him; male and female created he them. 

1:28  And God blessed them, and God said unto them, Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth, and subdue it: and have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over every living thing that moveth upon the earth.

Throughout this first chapter of Genesis, each time God wanted to form something different, he would say, “Let there be…” or “Let the waters…” or “Let the earth…”.  In vs.26, God changes his speech slightly by saying, “Let us…”  Now God is speaking to himself!  This might sound strange, but only if you don’t believe that God is a trinity.  Some deny that doctrine of the trinity.  But if there is no trinity, how then does one God say, “Let us…our image…our likeness…”?  The reason one God can make these statements in the plural, is because that one God has three parts, thus making him a trinity (tri-three…unity-one…trinity-three in one).  

If anyone doubts this, then he should look at how man was made.  The Bible says in 1 Thessalonians 5:23, “And the very God of peace sanctify you wholly; and I pray God your whole spirit and soul and body be preserved blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.”  Every man has three parts.  If Adam was made in the likeness of God, then that means God has three parts also.  God has a body.  That’s the part of God you can see and feel.  That would be God the Son, Jesus Christ.  God has a soul.  That’s the part of God you cannot see or feel.  That would be God the Father.  Then, there is a part of God you cannot see, but you can feel.  That would be the Spirit of God.  

-In vs.28, God gave the male and the female the same command he gave the animals in vs.22.  He told them to be fruitful, multiply, and replenish the earth.  The followers of the gap theory would assert here that there is a difference between the commands in vs.22 and vs.28.  They teach that, in vs.22, the animals are only filling the earth because there have never been any animals on the earth until this time.  However, the male and female are told to “replenish” the earth (meaning “refill”) because there has already been someone living on the earth before them.  

Some people teach that there was another “human race” in the first creation before God recreated the earth with Adam on it.  This is impossible, because the Bible clearly points out that Adam was the first man (1 Cor 15:45).  Others teach that, instead of another human race, the sons of God inhabited this first earth.  This teaching is a bit difficult to believe because there are no verses to support that idea.  Regardless of the lack of verses which say anything about a “first creation”, or who might have stayed therein, the gap theorists insist that something had to have been here prior to Adam.  Otherwise, God would not have told Adam to replenish the earth.  

The question in the mind of the gap theorists is, “If God told Adam and his wife to ‘refill’ the earth, what was here before them?”  But that’s not the proper question.  The real question should be, “What did God mean when he said ‘replenish’?”  The word replenish has two meanings.  It can mean to “refill”, as I’ve already pointed out.  However, it can also mean to “fill”.  That being the case, why not assume that the definition of the word “replenish” is in vs.22?   Because there’s no Biblical evidence that shows there was anything on any prior earth, then I see no reason to think that the earth needed to be “refilled”, but rather simply filled.  

-In vs. 28, God told Adam to subdue and have dominion over the earth.  Now, that was the will of God, but according to Hebrews 2:8 something went wrong with that original plan.  The Bible says there, “Thou hast put all things in subjection under his feet.  For in that he put all in subjection under him, he left nothing that is not put under him.  But now we see not yet all things put under him.”  God wanted Adam to be the “king of the jungle”, so to speak.  However, when Adam sinned, Adam lost the dominion of Gen 1:28.  When Jesus comes again, that complete dominion over the animals will be restored to mankind (Isa 11:6-8).  

1:29  ¶And God said, Behold, I have given you every herb bearing seed, which is upon the face of all the earth, and every tree, in the which is the fruit of a tree yielding seed; to you it shall be for meat. 

1:30  And to every beast of the earth, and to every fowl of the air, and to every thing that creepeth upon the earth, wherein there is life, I have given every green herb for meat: and it was so. 

1:31  ¶And God saw every thing that he had made, and, behold, it was very good. And the evening and the morning were the sixth day. 

The sixth day, and also God’s creative work, concludes with God giving his living creation some dietary plans.  God knew what man and beast would be worried about…our bellies!  Everyone wants to know where they can find food; so, God answered this question before it was even asked.  

God knew that every kind of flesh on this earth has three goals.  Those goals are self preservation, self gratification, and self propagation.  In other words, the natural (not sinful) desires of the flesh are to stay alive, be comfortable and pleased, and reproduce.  Keep in mind, these are natural drives.  In and of themselves, they are not sinful.  However, if someone allows these desires to control them, they will cause that person to sin.  God knew that all flesh would have these drives or goals, so he made provision for each of them.  God gave us food so that we could stay alive.  God gave every living thing a home, in a perfect environment with no hard labour, so that they could be comfortable.  God also gave all flesh a mate and then blessed them by telling them to reproduce.  

-Some people try to use these verses to prove that smoking various kinds of herbs is okay, according to the Bible.  Notice that God did NOT say that mankind could smoke anything.  Rather, God told Adam that every herb was for our meat, that is, we can eat it, not smoke it.

GENESIS 2

Genesis 2:1  ¶Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all the host of them. 

2:2  And on the seventh day God ended his work which he had made; and he rested on the seventh day from all his work which he had made. 

2:3  And God blessed the seventh day, and sanctified it: because that in it he had rested from all his work which God created and made.

The “heavens” (plural) of Gen 2:1 are the same thing as the “heaven” of Gen 1:1.  There are many times in the Bible when God refers to a plural thing in the singular.  For instance, when Paul mentions “the word of God”, is he talking about just one word, or does he mean all the words of God collectively as a whole?  Obviously, he’s speaking collectively.  Even God himself is an example of this.  God is a plural being, but in the Bible he is referred to as “God” in the singular.

-Verses 2 and 3 are used by Seventh Day Adventists to emphasize the importance of the sabbath day.  They try to say that even Adam knew about and honoured the sabbath day.  They have forgotten who the author of the book of Genesis is.  Moses wrote this book in 1450 BC.  There’s no record anywhere that God told Adam about the sabbath day.  The fact that God sanctified the seventh day was revealed to Moses (Neh 9:14).  There’s no doubt that God sanctified and rested on the seventh day; but God hid that truth until the law was given at Mount Sinai.  

-Some people like to make a big deal about the fact that God rested.  These mockers of the Bible say, “See, God became weak, and therefore he rested.”  The Bible says in Isa 40:28, “Hast thou not known?  hast thou not heard, that the everlasting God, the LORD, the Creator of the ends of the earth, fainteth not, neither is weary?  there is no searching of his understanding.”  God doesn’t get tired or weak.  Furthermore, Gen 2:2-3 doesn’t say that he was tired, it simply says that he rested.  That means he took a break from what he was doing, not because he needed the rest, but because he was finished!

-On a much deeper note, you should notice that on the seventh day there is no evening and morning.  God left that part out of this passage because the seventh day of creation represents the millennium.  In the millennium, Jesus Christ rules the world for 1,000 years.  During this time, the “light of the world” is always present, so there will be no night there (Isa 60:19-20).  Therefore, there is no evening and morning in the millennium, there is only “day time” all the time.  

In 2 Pet 3:8, the Bible says, “But, beloved, be not ignorant of this one thing, that one day is with the Lord as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day.”  When you want to count time in the Bible prophetically and try to learn about God’s schedule for the world, then you can use this thousand year/one day system.  God worked for six days and then rested on the seventh when he had finished creating everything.  At the same time, we know, from studying the various periods of time mentioned in the scripture, that God has been working with mankind for approximately 6,000 years.  When Jesus comes again this 1,000 year period will begin.  This will be a time of peace and rest to all of God’s creation, including: man, beast, and the earth itself (Heb 4:3-10, Rom 8:19-25, Isa 9:6-7, Isa 11:1-10, Amos 9:13-15).  So, you can see that God has been working for 6,000 years (6 days), but there will be 1,000 years of rest in the future (7th day of creation).  

2:4  ¶These are the generations of the heavens and of the earth when they were created, in the day that the LORD God made the earth and the heavens, 

2:5  And every plant of the field before it was in the earth, and every herb of the field before it grew: for the LORD God had not caused it to rain upon the earth, and there was not a man to till the ground. 

2:6  But there went up a mist from the earth, and watered the whole face of the ground. 

2:7  And the LORD God formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living soul.

It is important to understand the meaning of the word “generations”.  When something is generated, it is caused to start or to begin.  Therefore, the word “generations” is the same thing as “beginnings”.  This can be seen even in the name of the book “Genesis”.  This book is the first book of the Bible and it is a book of beginnings.  In these particular verses, the beginnings or generations of the earth, heavens, plants, and man are discussed.  

Where did the heavens and earth come from?  The LORD of course.  What about the plants of the field, where and how did they begin?  These are legitimate questions.  If God made the plants, then how did the plants survive after they were created and put on the earth?  They began when God created them, but they didn’t grow until God provided two things.  God had to give them water (vs.6) and a gardener (vs.7).  

-Verses 5 and 6 also indicate that before the flood of Noah’s time, the condition of the atmosphere was different.  Although rain is mentioned in vs.5, God did not use rain to water the ground.  Instead, as vs.6 shows, God brought a mist from the ground to water his plants.  Rain doesn’t appear on the earth until Gen 7:11. 

-Verse 7, along with 1 Thes 5:23, clearly shows the three parts of a man: body, spirit, and soul.  

2:8  ¶And the LORD God planted a garden eastward in Eden; and there he put the man whom he had formed. 

2:9  And out of the ground made the LORD God to grow every tree that is pleasant to the sight, and good for food; the tree of life also in the midst of the garden, and the tree of knowledge of good and evil. 

2:10  And a river went out of Eden to water the garden; and from thence it was parted, and became into four heads. 

2:11  The name of the first is Pison: that is it which compasseth the whole land of Havilah, where there is gold; 

2:12  And the gold of that land is good: there is bdellium and the onyx stone. 

2:13  And the name of the second river is Gihon: the same is it that compasseth the whole land of Ethiopia. 

2:14  And the name of the third river is Hiddekel: that is it which goeth toward the east of Assyria. And the fourth river is Euphrates.

Verse 8 tells us that the garden is found eastward in Eden.  Eden is never referred to as a city in the Bible.  Eden appears to be an area of land shaped as a triangle.  The northern most tip of this area is located in a place called Thelasar (2 Ki 19:12), which is near Mt. Ararat.    The second point of this triangle would probably be located near the land of Egypt somewhere.  I say this due to the comparison made in Gen 13:10 between the garden of the LORD and Egypt.  This area then stretched eastwardly to a place called Ur, just north of the Persian Gulf.  It appears that the garden which was planted eastward in Eden was found at this corner of the triangle because of the paths of the rivers which come out of it.  All four of the rivers mentioned, at one time, flowed from that one point.  

The first river mentioned in vs. 11 is Pison.  Pison means “great effusion” or “great pouring out” as in water.  This river went to the land of Havilah, which is believed to be south of Ur.  The second river, which is talked about in vs.12, is Gihon. Gihon means “great eruption of waters” or “valley of grace”.  This river probably drew a line along the southern border of Eden.  Both of these rivers are no longer present today.  However, geologists have found evidence in the land surrounding these areas that these rivers were active at one time.

Verse 14 speaks about the river Hiddekel, which means “sharp voice”.  This river is now called Tigris, and it runs on top of the Euphrates in present day Iraq.  In the same verse the Bible speaks of the river Euphrates, which is the most well known of all these rivers.  The word Euphrates means “fertilized” or “fruitful” and is often referred to as “that great river” in the Bible.  God also used Euphrates as a boundary line for the inheritance which he gave to Abraham and to his seed (Gen 15:18, Deut 1:7-8, 11:24, Josh 1:4, 2 Sam 8:3).  The river Euphrates will also be important during the time of the tribulation (Rev 9:14, 16:12).  

2:15  And the LORD God took the man, and put him into the garden of Eden to dress it and to keep it. 

2:16  ¶And the LORD God commanded the man, saying, Of every tree of the garden thou mayest freely eat: 

2:17  But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it: for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die.

God immediately puts the man to work.  God doesn’t tolerate laziness.  In both testaments, God consistently warns against this sin (Prov 12:24, 27, 15:19, 18:9, 19:24, 21:25, 22:13, 24:30-34, 26:13-15, Mt 25:26, Rom 12:11, 1 Thes 4:11-12, 2 Thes 3:10-12, Heb 6:12).  Although Adam had this job of taking care of the garden, one shouldn’t think of this as hard labour at all.  Remember, Adam was in a perfect environment. God watered the garden for him (vs.6).  And furthermore, there were no thorns or thistles.  After Adam sinned, then God cursed the ground for Adam’s sake and made farming to be the sorrowful job that it is today (Gen 3:17-19). 

-In vss.16-17, Adam receives his one and only commandment.  God tells him the good news first, and says that he can have all the fruit he wants.  Then in vs.17, God gives him the exception to the rule and explains the consequences of disobedience.  This has always been God’s manner with mankind.  He tells them in plain language what he expects, and then it’s up to the person receiving the instruction to fear the word of the Lord or to ignore it (Ex 9:18-21, Acts 28:24). 

-Verse 17 has caused some people to doubt the word of God because they claim that Adam did not die the same day that he took the fruit.  The truth is Adam did not die physically when he ate the fruit, but he did die spiritually.  Because Adam sinned, he no longer had the image of God (see notes on Gen 5:3).  When he ate that fruit, Adam received his sinful, fallen nature, which he passed on to the every other person who has ever been born (Ps 51:5, Rom 5:12).  The first time someone makes a conscience decision to disobey the word of God, the sinful nature in that person’s flesh revives, and that person dies spiritually (Rom 7:9).  Before a man receives Christ to be his Saviour, his spirit is dead in trespasses and sins (Eph 2:1).  That’s why Christ told Nicodemus, “That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit.” (Jn 3:6)  Before the new birth, the spirit of a fallen man is dead, just like Adam’s was after the fall.

-Many people have asked the question, “What kind of fruit did Adam eat when he sinned?”  Most people say that is was an apple, so much so that they named the natural lump in the throat the “Adam’s apple”.  However, there’s no evidence that would show that an apple was hanging from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.  According to the scriptures, the most obvious answer would be that the fruit was a grape.  

1) Grapes are the only forbidden fruit in the Bible (Num 6:3).  

2) Grapes grow on vines, but in the Bible, this is called a vine tree (Num 6:4).  

3) Wine comes from grapes and there are numerous warnings in the Bible about drinking wine (Prov 20:1, 23:29-32, Hab 2:15, Eph 5:18).  

4) Grape juice is likened to blood in Deut 32:14, and taking blood orally is forbidden before the law (Gen 9:4), under the law (Lev 17:10-14), and after the law (Acts 15:20, 29).  

Another way to know that Adam was eating a grape when he sinned is to compare Adam and Noah.  Their similarities are as follows:







Adam



Noah
1) Dominion over the earth 

 
  1:28



  9:2

2) Told to be fruitful, multiply, and replenish
  1:28



  9:1

3) Earth under water before being told #2
    1:2



  7:19


4) Had three sons named in scripture 

  4:2, 25


  6:10

5) One son was a type of Christ


  Abel



 Shem

6) Sinned while they were naked

   2:25  



  9:21

7) Sinned by taking a grape (wine)

   3:6



9:20-21

This vine tree always winds itself around whatever is closest, forming the shape of a serpent.  It’s no wonder that the devil used this particular tree to cause mankind to fall.

2:18  ¶And the LORD God said, It is not good that the man should be alone; I will make him an help meet for him. 

2:19  And out of the ground the LORD God formed every beast of the field, and every fowl of the air; and brought them unto Adam to see what he would call them: and whatsoever Adam called every living creature, that was the name thereof. 

2:20  And Adam gave names to all cattle, and to the fowl of the air, and to every beast of the field; but for Adam there was not found an help meet for him. 

2:21  ¶And the LORD God caused a deep sleep to fall upon Adam, and he slept: and he took one of his ribs, and closed up the flesh instead thereof; 

2:22  And the rib, which the LORD God had taken from man, made he a woman, and brought her unto the man. 

2:23  And Adam said, This is now bone of my bones, and flesh of my flesh: she shall be called Woman, because she was taken out of Man.

Verse 18 is a general rule that applies to most men.  As Jesus and Paul point out, there are exceptional cases where a man can remain without a wife (Mt 19:11-12, 1 Cor 7:7).  However, for most men, it is not a good idea that they stay single.  The woman was made to be a help meet for the man.  This means she was suitable or fit for the needs of the man.  Unfortunately in today’s world, many women are not meet for a husband.  Too many women today want to control the husband, or at least be equal to him.  That’s not what God intended.  The woman is to help the husband, not lead him (1 Cor 11:3, Eph 5:22).  

-In vs.19, we have the first time the name “Adam” appears in the Bible.  His name means “red earth”.  There’s no doubt that he was given this name to signify his origin, the clay (Job 4:19, 33:6).  Since Adam receives his name in this verse, it’s fitting that Adam begins to give names to all the other living creatures on God’s creation.  

-Because there were no animals that could fill the void in Adam’s life, God performed the very first surgical operation in vs. 21. Notice that the LORD caused a “deep sleep” to fall upon Adam.  In today’s world, they call this anesthesia.  Doctors will give the patient some medicine that either numbs one particular area of the body or completely puts the person to sleep before performing an operation.  God is always ahead of science by a few thousand years!

-The Bible says in vs. 22 that God took one of Adam’s ribs in order to make him a wife.  Why would he take a rib?  Some say that if he have taken a bone from Adam’s hand, then he might beat his wife.  If God would have taken a bone from his foot, then maybe the man would want to step all over her.  God took the bone that was closest to Adam’s heart so that the husband would love his wife (Col 3:19).  

-Notice that after God created the woman, the Bible says that he, “brought her unto the man.”  This is the same thing God did with the animals in vs.19.  Evidently God wanted to know what Adam would call her.  In vs.23, Adam describes the woman according to her origin.  She came from the womb of a man.  Therefore, Adam put those two words together (womb + man), and ended up with “wombman”, or woman.   

2:24  Therefore shall a man leave his father and his mother, and shall cleave unto his wife: and they shall be one flesh. 

2:25  And they were both naked, the man and his wife, and were not ashamed.
In vs.24, the Bible says that a man should leave his father and mother. This seems somewhat strange coming from the mouth of Adam, since he had no father or mother.  When Jesus quotes this passage in Mt 19:5, he credits the words of Gen 2:24 to God, not to Adam.  So, it’s likely that Moses, under the leadership of God Almighty, was commenting on vs.23.  

-In vs.24, the two parts of a Biblical marriage are present.  In order to have a proper marriage, a man and a woman have to agree to come together for the purpose of a marriage and cleave one to another.  To “cleave” means to unite or stick close to someone or something.  The cleaving of vs.24 appears to be a spiritual union that takes place when vows are exchanged.  When two people promise one another that they will be together until death do them part, then a covenant has been made.  According to Ezekiel 16:8 and Malachi 2:14, this covenant constitutes one half of a marriage.  

The second part of a scriptural marriage is a physical union, which is indicated by the last part of the verse, “…and they shall be one flesh.”  Some teach that this physical union is the only thing necessary for two people to be considered married in the sight of God.  However, according to 1 Cor 6:15-18, flesh joining flesh before a covenant has been established is fornication, not marriage.  

-They were both naked in vs.25, but they didn’t know it (see Gen 3:7).  Before the fall, Adam and his wife are in a state of innocence.  Their consciences had yet to be awakened, meaning they didn’t have the knowledge of good and evil.  That came when they ate of the particular tree.  Their condition in vs.25 is the same to that of a small child who has yet to reach the age of accountability.  Small children can run around without any clothes and they don’t feel bad or strange when doing so.  Why?  They have no idea that their nakedness is a bad thing.  When a child begins to realize that it’s embarrassing to run around without clothes on, that means he’s starting to understand the difference between right and wrong.  His conscience is beginning to work within him.  

After Adam and his wife fell in ch.3, God made clothes for them (Gen 3:21).  Some people have the idea that God wants us to recreate the conditions of paradise during the time of this present evil world (Gal 1:4).  You’ll find no such idea in the Bible.  God knows that because sin has entered into the world, seeing the nakedness of someone else will only bring about impure thoughts, temptations, fornication, adultery, disease, and unwanted pregnancies.  

The exception is found in the marriage bed.  According to Hebrews 13:4, “Marriage is honourable in all, and the bed undefiled…”  Between two people that have been married, vs.25 is still true.  However, the nakedness of both the man and the woman is only to be shared between themselves and not with anyone else.  Anyone who tries to use Gen 2:25 to teach that society as a whole should be comfortable taking their clothes off in the presence of one another is only proving that his conscience is seared.

GENESIS 3

Genesis 3:1  ¶Now the serpent was more subtil than any beast of the field which the LORD God had made. And he said unto the woman, Yea, hath God said, Ye shall not eat of every tree of the garden?
Genesis 3 is undoubtedly one of the most important chapters in the Bible.  Except for Jesus’ death on the cross, the events of ch.3 have changed history more than any others.  The biggest mistake ever made happened in the chapter, and mankind has been dealing with its consequences ever since.  Just about all of mankind’s problems can be found in this chapter.  

1) False doctrine (vss.2-5)

2) Not walking with God (vs.8)

3) Blaming others for your faults (vss.12-13)

4) Painful childbearing (vs.16)

5) Marriage trouble (vs.16)

6) Poor job situation (vss.17-19)

7) Poor living conditions (vs.24)  

-In Genesis 3 we read about this character, the serpent.  Although this chapter doesn’t specifically tell us who this serpent is, God leaves us no doubt that it is Satan himself (Rev 12:9).  Because you are familiar with the form of a serpent, it’s easy for you to put a picture in your mind of what Eve was talking with in the garden.  However, you should remember that in Gen 3:1, the serpent had yet to be cursed (Gen 3:14).  It wasn’t slithering on its belly or hissing with its tongue.  This serpent was a completely different creature at the time of vs.1.  For a description of what Eve truly met with that day, you need to compare 2 Corinthians 11:14 with Ezekiel 28:13.  The Bible tells us in 2 Corinthians that Satan can transform himself into an angel of light.  Then in Ezekiel 28:13, the Bible says about the devil, “Thou hast been in Eden the garden of God…”  Now that you know the context, the rest of the verse gives you a description of this “serpent” when he was in the garden.  The verse continues, “…every precious stone was thy covering, the sardius, topaz, and the diamond, the beryl, the onyx, and the jasper, the sapphire, the emerald, and the carbuncle, and gold: the workmanship of thy tabrets and of thy pipes was prepared in thee in the day that thou wast created.”  This serpent was a very beautiful creature that could appear as an angel of light.  

-The Bible also tells us that, “the serpent was more subtil than any beast of the field…”  Subtil means deceitful, cunning, or crafty.  The devil is said to be wiser than Daniel in Ezekiel 28:3.  That means that the devil knows exactly what is necessary to deceive someone and cause them to fall. 

It’s absolutely necessary to notice what device he uses in Gen 3:1.  This device is no doubt his favorite and strongest.  He has used it for several thousand years to destroy both kingdoms and individuals.  Many souls are burning in hell right now because they fell victim to the subtilty of the devil.  The devil’s favorite method of deceiving people is to cause confusion about the word of God.  When the most subtil of all the beasts came to Eve, the first thing he said was, “Yea, hath God said…”  The goal of the devil was to put doubt in the mind of Eve concerning the words of God, and then twist those words so that Eve would get the wrong interpretation.  

Henceforth, the devil has caused more confusion for both saved and lost people by twisting the scriptures (2 Pet 3:16).  Even when the devil tempted Jesus Christ in the wilderness, he wrested the scriptures in an attempt to make Jesus fall (Mt 4:6).  People sometimes wonder why we have so many different religions in the world today.  Some say that every religion is simply a different path leading to the same God.  That’s ridiculous.  One God cannot teach 20 different things in 20 different churches (1 Cor 14:33)!  The devil is the one responsible for the multitude of churches we have.  For centuries, he has been causing people to twist the scriptures to say something they don’t say, and each time a new religion was born.  People now look at the numerous contradicting doctrines blowing around in the world and say, “How can I know who is right and who is wrong?  All of these different teachings are confusing!”  When a man reaches that point, then the devil has successfully completed his mission.  

3:2  And the woman said unto the serpent, We may eat of the fruit of the trees of the garden: 

3:3  But of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the garden, God hath said, Ye shall not eat of it, neither shall ye touch it, lest ye die.
The first mistake Eve makes is misquoting the scripture.  She omitted part of Gen 2:16.  God told them that they could eat freely.  Amazingly enough, that is the word that most religions have trouble with today.  The vast majority of churches teach that salvation is not a FREE gift (Rom 5:15-18, 6:23, Eph 2:8-9), but rather that you have to work for your salvation.  The devil has deceived those churches just like he did Eve.  He caused them to miss that very important word, “freely”.  If someone in this age of grace wants to be saved, the Bible says, “…whosoever will, let him take of the water of life freely.”  Isn’t it strange that the devices of the devil are still the same, but they continue to effect generation after generation?  As Dr. Ruckman so rightly put it, “The only thing men learn from history is that men never learn from history.”  

Not only did Eve omit something from the scripture, but then in vs.3 she added to it.  God never said anything about not touching the fruit.  So right away you can see two major problems that the devil brought with his subtilty.  He causes man to take away from and add to the words of God.  That’s why God told his people in Deuteronomy 4:2, “Ye shall not add unto the word which I command you, neither shall ye diminish ought from it, that ye may keep the commandments of the LORD your God which I command you.” (see also Prov 30:6 and Rev 22:18-19).  The devil knows these little changes here and there can make a big difference when teaching and understanding the Bible.  Even when he tempted Christ, the devil used the same strategy.  In Matthew 4:6, when the devil quoted Psalms 91:11-12, the devil both added to and subtracted from the scripture.  Here are both verses:

Psalms 91:11  For he shall give his angels charge over thee, to keep thee in all thy ways. 

12  They shall bear thee up in their hands, lest thou dash thy foot against a stone.

Matthew 4:6  And saith unto him, If thou be the Son of God, cast thyself down: for it is written, He shall give his angels charge concerning thee: and in their hands they shall bear thee up, lest at any time thou dash thy foot against a stone.

I’ve underlined the addition which was made in Matthew 4:6 and also the part which is missing from Psalm 91:11.  

3:4  And the serpent said unto the woman, Ye shall not surely die: 

3:5  For God doth know that in the day ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall be opened, and ye shall be as gods, knowing good and evil.

After planting a seed of doubt in Eve’s mind concerning the word of God, the devil comes straight forward with his heresy and says, “Ye shall not surely die.”  Hence, we can learn even more about the devices of the wicked one.  The devil makes people think that there will be no consequence for their sin.  How many people have died and gone to hell that did not think they would go there?  The devil had them convinced that everything was going to be okay.  He told them, “Don’t worry, God is love.  God won’t punish you by putting you into hell.”  If you can’t recognize the problem, you won’t look for the solution!  In plainer words, what the devil is teaching here is that you won’t reap what you have sowed.  But beloved, “Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap.”  There is a consequence to any sin, and according to the Bible it is death (Rom 6:23, Jas 1:14-16).  

-Notice in vs.5 that what the devil said was true.  God did know that those things would happen, which is exactly why he warned Adam and his wife not to eat the fruit.  What the devil is trying to do here is make Eve doubt the motives of God for giving his command.  God gave the commandment for Adam and Eve’s protection.  The devil made Eve think that God was simply depriving them of something special.  In more modern words, “My parents don’t let me have any fun.  They have too many rules.”  That’s the standard line from any teenager in the world.  That line of thinking started right here in Gen 3:5.  

-If you will look at the entire passage (vss.1-5), you will see that the devil uses a lot of truth when he wants to deceive someone.  In vs.1, it was true that God said they should not eat of every tree (Gen 2:16-17).  In vs.5, the devil again speaks the truth.  It was true that their eyes would be opened (Gen 3:7), they would be as gods (Gen 3:22), and that they would know good and evil (Gen 3:22).  The only lie that the devil inserted is found in vs.4 when he added one little word, “not”.  That one little word was enough to bring condemnation on the entire human race.  That’s why the Bible calls him a murderer and the father of all lies in John 8:44.

3:6  ¶And when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree to be desired to make one wise, she took of the fruit thereof, and did eat, and gave also unto her husband with her; and he did eat.

Three things stand out in the verse.  Eve was tempted by the lust of the flesh (“good for food”), the lust of the eyes (“pleasant to the eyes”), and the pride of life (“to be desired to make one wise”).  Any time you are tempted, you are tempted in one of these three areas mentioned in 1 John 2:16.  Even the Lord Jesus in Matthew 4, when he was tempted of the devil, was tempted in all points like as we are, yet without sin (Heb 4:15).  The devil tempted Christ with food (lust of the flesh-Mt 4:3), the glory of the kingdoms (lust of the eyes-Mt 4:8), and testing God’s preserving power (pride of life-Mt 4:6).  

It was Eve’s desire for an education that got her in trouble.  She already knew that it was good for food and pleasant to the eyes (Gen 2:9).  But when the devil explained how it could make her as wise as the gods, that offer must have caught her attention.  Henceforth, many people have been destroyed by education.  A wise man once said, “Education without salvation is damnation.”  The Bible says, “Professing themselves to wise, they became fools.” (Rom 1:22) “For after that in the wisdom of God the world by wisdom knew not God, it pleased God by the foolishness of preaching to save them that believe.” (1 Cor 1:21) “Let no man deceive himself.  If any man among you seemeth to be wise in this world, let him become a fool, that he may be wise.”  Unfortunately, the wisdom that Eve was trying to obtain had nothing to do with the fear of the LORD (Prov 1:7, 9:10).  Therefore it was the wrong kind of wisdom.  It was the wisdom which “descendeth not from above, but is earthly, sensual, devilish.” (Jas 3:15)

-Paul gives us some good comments on this passage in 1 Timothy 2:14.  He says there, “And Adam was not deceived, but the woman being deceived was in the transgression.”  Eve ate the fruit because the devil was able to deceive the weaker vessel.  However, when Adam ate the fruit, he knew what he was doing!  Maybe when Eve walked up to Adam with a grape in her hand, Adam looked up and noticed that something was different about her.  Maybe he said, “My wife, what have you done, your complexion has changed?  You’re blushing.  Why are you embarrassed?”  Then Eve probably held out her hand with the forbidden fruit therein and said, “I’m sorry Adam, I ate some of this fruit and now I feel horrible inside. I don’t know what’s happened to me, but I’m scared Adam.”  Adam, because he knew exactly what God had said and believed it, realized that Eve had died.  At that moment, Adam had a choice.  He could deny the fruit and thereby forsake his wife and continue living with God in perfect harmony.  Or, he could take the fruit, forsake God’s fellowship, but stay with the woman he loved.  

The first Adam did exactly what the last Adam did, he loved his bride enough to die for her (1 Cor 15:45, Eph 5:25).  Adam had to sin in order to stay with his wife.  Christ had to become sin so that his wife could stay with him (2 Cor 5:21, Eph 2:4-7, 5:27).  Through one man, Adam, the world received sin and condemnation.  Through one man also, Jesus Christ, the world has been given an offer of the free gift of righteousness (Rom 5:12-19).  Adam willingly took the fruit in Genesis 3:6, and Jesus Christ also willingly took the cup of God’s wrath in John 18:11.  

3:7  And the eyes of them both were opened, and they knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together, and made themselves aprons. 

The phrase, “their eyes were opened” means that they were able to know or realize something that they could not understand before (Lk 24:31, 2 Ki 6:17).  Their eyes were opened because now they were able to “see” the difference between good and evil.  Now, with an awakened conscience, they immediately recognized a problem with the way they were dressed.  The shame of their nakedness appeared (Rev 3:18) so therefore they began keeping their garments (Rev 16:15). One of the worst habits we inherited from our fallen father Adam is trying to cover up our sins rather than confessing and forsaking them (Prov 28:13).  

3:8  And they heard the voice of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of the day: and Adam and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God amongst the trees of the garden.

-The LORD God walking in the garden here is a preincarnate appearance of the Lord Jesus Christ.  This is not an unusual thing, as it happened on many occasions under the title of “the angel of the LORD” in the Old Testament.  Can you imagine what a situation this was?  Here’s Adam, fallen in sin, meeting with the One who would one day have to die on the cross to fix the mess that he made.  What a thing!

3:9  ¶And the LORD God called unto Adam, and said unto him, Where art thou? 

3:10  And he said, I heard thy voice in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked; and I hid myself. 

3:11  ¶And he said, Who told thee that thou wast naked? Hast thou eaten of the tree, whereof I commanded thee that thou shouldest not eat?

3:12  And the man said, The woman whom thou gavest to be with me, she gave me of the tree, and I did eat.

Some would think that God’s knowledge was limited at this point because he had to ask Adam where he was.  That is not the case.  God has never asked a question that he didn’t know the answer to already.  God knew where he was because the eyes of the LORD are in every place (Prov 15:3).  God asked Adam where he was so that Adam would have to admit that he was “backslidden”.  This is and has been a common practice among men of every generation.  Questions can be used not only to gather information, but also to make a point.  Notice in Acts 26:27, Paul asked, “King Agrippa, believest thou the prophets?  I know that thou believest.”  Paul already knew the answer to his question.  He was simply trying to emphasize his point.  Such was the case with God and Adam in the garden.  

-Again in vs.10, Adam is starting a habit which all of his descendants have practiced at some time or another.  When he heard the voice of his Maker, due to a guilty conscience, he hid himself.  Mankind does the same thing today.  The Holy Spirit convicts them of sin, righteousness, and judgment.  He tells them in that still small voice that it’s time for them to come to Christ, but instead of coming to the light, they continue in darkness lest their deeds should be reproved (Jn 3:19-21).

-In vs.10, Adam admits that he was naked.  What’s strange about this admission is that Adam had an apron of fig leaves from vs.7.  How can he say that he’s still naked?  Even Adam, in his fallen condition, is smarter than most folks today because he knew that there is not “any creature that is not manifest in his sight: but all things are NAKED and opened unto the eyes of him with whom we have to do.” (Heb 4:13)  The fig leaves might have been wrapped around his waist, but that didn’t change the fact that he now realized he was naked underneath his feeble attempts to cover up the truth.  

-More questions are posed to Adam in vs.11.  Again, God is only trying to give Adam a chance to confess.  God knew that it was Adam’s conscience which taught him that he was naked.  Therefore the second question comes closer to the root of the problem.  How could Adam know about the shame of nakedness if he didn’t have the knowledge of good and evil? 

Unfortunately, Adam developed yet another bad habit that he passed on to the human race.  Instead of taking responsibility for his actions, he pushes the blame onto someone else.  First, Adam mentions that his wife is the true culprit of this crime because she gave him the fruit.    However, Adam was also indirectly blaming God for his mistake by saying, “…whom THOU gavest me…”  Henceforth, when a man’s life begins to go downward, he’ll usually blame either his wife of God.  The truth was that Adam was not deceived when he took that fruit.  He had full knowledge about what he was doing and realized the consequences of his decision (death).  The correct response would have been, “I have sinned against heaven, and in thy sight, and am no more worthy to be called thy son.” (Lk 15:21)

3:13  And the LORD God said unto the woman, What is this that thou hast done? And the woman said, The serpent beguiled me, and I did eat.

The question is very clear.  What hast thou done?  Instead of answering the question right away, Eve immediately tries to clear her name and make sure that God knows it wasn’t her fault.  Instead of saying what she did, her first answer explains why she did it.  What she said was true, but that’s not what God asked. 

3:14  ¶And the LORD God said unto the serpent, Because thou hast done this, thou art cursed above all cattle, and above every beast of the field; upon thy belly shalt thou go, and dust shalt thou eat all the days of thy life: 

3:15  And I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel.  
In vs.14, the serpent is cursed and takes the form of what we know as a snake slithering upon its belly.  This shows that before vs.14, this serpent did NOT appear as the snake we’re used to today.  (For a description about his appearance before this curse, see the notes on Gen 3:1)  The serpent is cursed “above all cattle”, meaning it doesn’t have the privilege of legs.  All cattle and beasts of the field can move about separately from the earth because of their legs.  The cattle and beasts have access to various kinds of food, which a modern-day serpent can’t get to, simply because they have legs.

-Anyone who has seen a woman come upon a snake knows the validity of the first part of vs.15.  As a general rule, women hate snakes and will go crazy upon sighting one.  However, this verse goes much deeper than just a physical fear of snakes.  There are two seeds mentioned in the verse.  One is the seed of the serpent-the devil.  The other is the seed of the woman.  The verse also tells us that there will be enmity between these two seeds.  

First of all, let’s deal with the seed of the woman.  You should recognize that this phrase is quite strange, because women do NOT carry seed.  When a child is conceived, the seed is offered by the man, not the woman.  This verse is careful to point out that the seed belongs to the woman (“…her seed…”) meaning that no man gave it to her.  This then clearly indicates the birth of Jesus Christ, because no other birth has ever taken place without seed being given from a man.  This prophecy was fulfilled when the Holy Ghost came upon Mary as stated in Luke 1:35.  This conception was not a physical one, but a spiritual or supernatural conception.  The seed was given to Mary without any man offering it, making it her seed and hers alone.  

The seed of the serpent will be manifest in a similar way as the seed of the woman.  The devil will at one point bring forth his son supernaturally.  In Rev 13:3, the Bible explains that the antichrist will be killed.  However, this same man of sin will be raised from the dead, probably three days later.  When he is given this “new birth”, he will no longer be only a “man of sin”, but he will have the soul of the devil and the spirit of Judas Iscariot within him (see Rev 12:9-12, 17:8).  When this Satanic trinity comes together, the beast of Revelation 13 will then be Satan manifest in the flesh, or the son of perdition (2 Thes 2:3,7-9).   

-The last part of vs.15 gives us some prophecies concerning the two seeds.  The seed of the woman will one day bruise the head of Satan.  Most people say that this happened when Christ died on Calvary spiritually.  Obviously, Christ death on Calvary was a great victory (Isa 50:7-8, Heb 2:14, 1 Jn 3:8).  However, there is a difference between a spiritual victory and bruising the head of the devil.  To make them the same is nothing more than private interpretation.  According to the words of Paul in Romans 16:20, which were written after the death of Christ, Satan has yet to be bruised.  Paul said there, “And the God of peace shall bruise Satan under your feet shortly.”  The head of antichrist, Satan manifest in the flesh, will literally be bruised when the Lord Jesus Christ comes back from heaven with all of his saints.  The clear prophecies from the Old Testament that support this are found in Psalms 68:21, 110:6, Isaiah 14:25, and Habakkuk 3:13.  The types of this event are: David killing Goliath with a shot to the head (1 Sam 17:49)\, Sisera (type of antichrist) dying by a head wound (Judg 4:21), Abimelech’s head being crushed by a millstone which fell from the top of a tower (Judg 9:52-54), and Joshua ordering his men to put their feet upon the necks of the kings who fought against them (Josh 10:24-25).  

The last part of vs.15, “…and thou shalt bruise his heel.” is a bit more difficult to explain.  Some teachers say that the “bruising of Christ’s heel” which was caused by Satan happened when Christ suffered and died.  This might be a decent devotional teaching, but there’s no scripture to support it.  

Here’s another way of looking at it.  We do know that the serpent’s head will be bruised when Christ comes again.  There are verses that talk about Christ treading the winepress of the wrath of God and literally stomping his enemies to death at the Second Advent (Isa 63:1-6, Rev 14:19-20, 19:15).  Therefore it could be that after the Lord has stepped on millions and millions of soldiers, and has bruised the head of the antichrist (Satan in the flesh), it’s very likely that Christ will have a sore heel, possibly even a bruised heel.  This theory matches the context of Genesis 3:15.  However, there are also some problems with it.  How can someone in a glorified body get bruised?  Joel says that the soldiers who follow the LORD at the Second Coming can fall on a sword and not feel any pain (Joel 2:8).  How then could anything hurt Christ?  Also, just as there is a lack of verses that say Christ’s heel was bruised at Calvary, the same lacking is present for verses that say his heel will be bruised in the future.  In these cases Deuteronomy 29:29 is the best way to explain the verse!

3:16  ¶Unto the woman he said, I will greatly multiply thy sorrow and thy conception; in sorrow thou shalt bring forth children; and thy desire shall be to thy husband, and he shall rule over thee.

As much as the modern day world system wants to deny the Bible, there’s nothing they can do to get around the curse that was put upon the woman in Genesis 3.  You can see from this verse that the “world” of a woman consists of two main things, her children and her husband.

-The sorrow and conception in the first phrase go together.  While a woman is pregnant, she not only has to deal with several physical changes and problems, but her emotional condition also suffers.  If you have any doubts about this, find any married man with children and ask him about it!  

-God told Eve, “in sorrow thou shalt bring forth children…”  Modern science has tried to invent ways of avoiding this part of the verse.  Some people have used hypnosis, some drugs, and some others use an epidural (small needle placed in the spine by which medicine enters to numb the lower half of a woman).  Regardless of which method is used, there is still pain involved somewhere.  Maybe in the form of a back ache, or a head ache, or the legs are sore, or more operations are needed afterwards, etc.  If the pain doesn’t happen physically, then emotional pain might set in.  One way or another, there is sorrow when a woman gives birth.  

-The phrase “thy desire shall be to thy husband, and he shall rule over thee.” is quite similar to what God tells Cain in Genesis 4:7 (see note).  Here the woman is expected to put the desires of her husband before her own desires and be in submission to him.  With the man as her head (1 Cor 11:3), she should be looking to him for the satisfaction of her needs and wants.  Therefore, regardless of what any church, government, or liberal organization wants to say, the man is superior in the marriage relationship.  The New Testament is very clear about the responsibilities of the wife.  She is to submit to and obey her husband (Eph 5:22, Col 3:18, Heb 13:17, 1 Pet 3:1).  If the husband is not allowed to rule, then he will run away.  

Some say that this “old fashioned” Biblical idea causes the woman to be mistreated and abused.  The Bible says that the man should rule, not oppress the woman.  Women are mistreated and abused when the man fails to do his job properly.  If you’ll look at the countries where the women are abused and counted as nothing more than a possession, you’ll find that the Bible is ignored and rejected.  It’s the countries where the Bible is honored and followed that women are respected and treated the best.  

3:17  ¶And unto Adam he said, Because thou hast hearkened unto the voice of thy wife, and hast eaten of the tree, of which I commanded thee, saying, Thou shalt not eat of it: cursed is the ground for thy sake; in sorrow shalt thou eat of it all the days of thy life; 

3:18  Thorns also and thistles shall it bring forth to thee; and thou shalt eat the herb of the field; 

3:19  In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread, till thou return unto the ground; for out of it wast thou taken: for dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return.

Adam himself is not directly cursed, as the woman and the serpent.  Due to his disobedience, God curses the ground, which indirectly affects Adam, since that’s what he had to work with for the rest of his days.  Before Adam sinned, he was able to reach up for all of his food by taking fruit from the trees.  Now, because of sin, Adam had to look down for his substance and pull his food out of a cursed earth.  I’m sure every time he had to dig, or plow, or pull weeds, or harvest his crops, he was reminded of his fatal mistake.  Every time he worked that thorn filled ground, he was reminded that one day his corpse would be lying there in the same cursed ground.  And that’s why God said he would eat his food with sorrow all the days of his life.  

-You should notice the thorns and thistles in vs.18.  When Jesus died, he wore a crown made of thorns (Jn 19:2), thus showing that on the cross, he not only bore out sins, but also the curse of nature.  In Matthew 13:44, in the parable about the treasure being hid in a field, Jesus says that the man sells all that he has and buys the FIELD!  What is the field?  Jesus said in vs.38, “The field is the world.”  When Jesus died, he not only took care of the sins of mankind, but he also made it possible for the earth to be redeemed from its curse.  Hence, Paul writes in Romans 8:19-21, “For the earnest expectation of the creature waiteth for the manifestation of the sons of God.  For the creature was made subject to vanity, not willingly, but by reason of him who hath subjected the same in hope, Because the creature itself also shall be delivered from the bondage of corruption into the glorious liberty of the children of God.”
3:20  ¶And Adam called his wife's name Eve; because she was the mother of all living.

Eve means “life” or “life giver”.  The naming of Eve probably happened sometime after Genesis 4:1 when Eve brought forth children for the first time.  If the naming of Eve happened in the chronological order found here in Genesis 3, then it had to have been a prophetical statement.  

3:21  ¶Unto Adam also and to his wife did the LORD God make coats of skins, and clothed them.

Even though the man and his wife had rebelled against God, sinned, and fell from their perfect condition, God in his mercy made a way to cover their mistakes.  Adam and Eve had tried fig leaves, but they knew that wasn’t adequate (see vs.10).  Cain would learn the same lesson in the next chapter.  Nothing that YOU can do will cover your sins.  Sewing your own fig leaves or growing something from a cursed earth, none of those “good” works can save someone from their sins.  In order for God to cover the shame and nakedness of Adam and Eve, something had to be killed in their place.  Something had to die and give up its life so that they could be covered.  

There’s little doubt as to what God sacrificed that day.  It was the same thing that Abel sacrificed and was accepted.  God found a lamb, killed it, and used its skin to make a coat, just as Solomon said in Proverbs 27:26, “The lambs are for thy clothing…”  Hence, when the Lord Jesus Christ came to this earth to die for us, John said, “Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world.” (John 1:29)  Starting here in Genesis 3 and continuing on through the entire Bible, God places a strong emphasis on one particular animal, and that is the lamb.  Adam needed it for a covering (Gen 3), Abel needed it for an offering (Gen 4), Israel needed it as their passover sacrifice (Ex 12), Isaiah prophesied about it (Isa 53), John preached about it when Jesus came (Jn 1), and in heaven everyone worships the Lamb who was slain from the foundation of the world (Rev 5:6-14, 13:8).  

3:22  ¶And the LORD God said, Behold, the man is become as one of us, to know good and evil: and now, lest he put forth his hand, and take also of the tree of life, and eat, and live for ever: 

3:23  Therefore the LORD God sent him forth from the garden of Eden, to till the ground from whence he was taken. 

3:24  So he drove out the man; and he placed at the east of the garden of Eden Cherubims, and a flaming sword which turned every way, to keep the way of the tree of life.

God takes precautions in these verses so that the tree of life would not be eaten from.  God realized that even fallen man will do whatever is necessary to stay alive, so he had to chase Adam and his wife from the garden.  It’s clear from the verse that eating from this tree would allow someone to live forever, or we could say that they would have eternal life.  Let me be careful here to make a distinction between physical and spiritual eternal life.  By eating from this supernatural tree of life, Adam could have lived forever physically.  Spiritual eternal life is a gift that only God can give (Rom 5:15-17, 6:23, Eph 2:8-9) and it quickens a person’s spirit upon receiving it.  Eating from the tree of life is a reward that comes by doing good works (see Rev 2:7 & 22:14 with contexts) and allows the body to live forever.  If Adam and Eve would have eaten from the tree of life in Genesis 3, then they would still be walking around on this earth in their sinful bodies!  

-For more information about the Cherubims mentioned here, read Ezekiel chapters 1 and 10, and also Revelation 4.  

GENESIS 4
Genesis 4:1  ¶And Adam knew Eve his wife; and she conceived, and bare Cain, and said, I have gotten a man from the LORD. 

4:2  And she again bare his brother Abel. And Abel was a keeper of sheep, but Cain was a tiller of the ground.

When Adam knew his wife in vs.1, it was more than just a mental act.  What truly happened is obvious by what follows in the verse, “…and she conceived…”  The Bible, unlike the vast majority of modern rubbish, is very discreet and won’t defile a person’s mind with unnecessary details.  

-It appears that Eve thought Cain was the fulfillment of Genesis 3:15.  She wrongly surmises that the LORD has given her this child, when in truth, this child came from Adam, physically.  There has been much speculation concerning the origin of Cain, as to whether or not the devil played a role in his conception.  The Bible says in 1 John 3:12, “Not as Cain, who was of that wicked one…”  Due to this verse, many believe that the devil had a physical relationship with Eve, and Cain was the fruit of their fornication.  However, according to Genesis 4:1, Adam is clearly the physical father of Cain.  Cain no doubt was “of that wicked one”, but this is a spiritual problem that is being discussed in 1 John 3, not a physical one.  In the same passage, in 1 John 3:10, the Bible says, “In this the children of God are manifest, and the children of the devil…”  According to that, Cain is not the only one who is “of that wicked one.”  

Therefore, Cain had a physical father in Adam, but his spiritual father was that old serpent, the devil.  That explains why Cain is a type of the antichrist.

1) They both have a mark (Gen 4:15, Rev 13:16)

2) They both are liars and murderers (Gen 4:8-9, Jn 8:44)

3) They both are of the devil’s seed (1 Jn 3:12, 2 Thes 2:3)

4) They both slay the righteous (Mt 23:35, Rev 13:7)

-Verse 2 mentions that Eve bare again, but there’s no mention of a second conception.  This indicates that Cain and Abel were twin brothers.  From this point on in the scripture, God uses pairs of people to illustrate the contrast between good and evil.

1) Cain/Abel

2) Ishmael/Isaac

3) Esau/Jacob

4) Reuben/Joseph

5) Manasseh/Ephraim

6) Saul/David

You can see in each instance that the one who came first was rejected; the one who came second was accepted.  This is why a man needs to be born again.  Your first birth is no good.  That which is born of the flesh will be rejected by God, as Cain was.  That which is born of the Spirit (2nd birth) will be accepted by God, as Abel was!

-Just as Cain is a type of the antichrist, Abel is a type of the Lord Jesus Christ.  

1) They both are shepherds (Gen 4:2, Jn 10:11)

2) They both make acceptable sacrifices (Gen 4:4, Eph 5:2)

3) They both were hated without a cause (Gen 4:8, Jn 15:25)

-Beginning here, and continuing until the end of the Bible, shepherds are a good thing.  The only exception is the idol shepherd (Zech 11:17) who is nothing more than a hireling, and not the true shepherd (Jn 10:12), who poses as the real thing in an attempt to deceive the sheep.  Cain, in contrast to his brother’s wise career choice, decides to invest his time in the cursed ground and be a farmer.

4:3  ¶And in process of time it came to pass, that Cain brought of the fruit of the ground an offering unto the LORD. 

4:4  And Abel, he also brought of the firstlings of his flock and of the fat thereof. And the LORD had respect unto Abel and to his offering: 

4:5  But unto Cain and to his offering he had not respect. And Cain was very wroth, and his countenance fell.

Both Cain and Abel knew that it was proper to bring an offering, but how did they know?  It could have been their consciences telling them it was the right thing to do.  More likely though is that Adam and Eve explained to them that because of sin, an offering was necessary.  Adam and Eve knew all too well that the “wages of sin is death”.  After that fateful day in the garden, they saw both blood and death for the first time.  From that instance onward, they knew that sin required a sacrifice.  But not just any sacrifice; sin requires blood (Heb 9:22) and death (Rom 6:23).  

Evidently, Abel was listening well when his parents told the story of what God did for them after they had sinned (see Gen 3:21 with note).  Cain on the other hand must have thought, “Well, there’s not just one way to please God.  I think there are many paths that lead to the same God.  I’ve never liked this bloody death type religion anyway.  I think if a man works hard and tries his best, then God will accept him.”  This line of thinking has brought several millions of people to the same tragic end as Cain, cursed and hidden from the face of God.  

Cain’s offering came from a cursed earth.  Therefore Cain and his fruit represent a self righteous sinner in the New Testament trying to earn salvation by good works.  Paul said in Galatians 3:10, “For as many as are of the works of the law are under the curse: for it is written, Cursed is every one that continueth not in all things which are written in the book of the law to do them.”  Just as Cain’s offering was cursed, a man who tries to establish his own righteousness by keeping the law is cursed.

Abel realized that in order to be accepted in the sight of God, something had to die and shed its blood.  Therefore Abel and his lambs represent a saved man in the New Testament who has placed his faith in the shed blood of the Lamb of God for his salvation.

4:6  ¶And the LORD said unto Cain, Why art thou wroth? and why is thy countenance fallen? 

4:7  If thou doest well, shalt thou not be accepted? and if thou doest not well, sin lieth at the door. And unto thee shall be his desire, and thou shalt rule over him.
One cannot help but place this scene at the Great White Throne Judgment.  A sinner comes before the throne, ready to show God all the reasons he should be allowed to enter into heaven.  Then God judges him according to everything that was written in the books (Rev 20:12).  Afterwards, God gives him the bad news that he must depart into everlasting fire because he’s cursed (Mt 25:41).  At the same moment, this man who has been hoping that his good works would be sufficient begins to scowl at God and yell, “Why?  I was better than so many other people!  Why are you doing this to me?  This isn’t fair!!!”  “Cain, Why art thou wroth?”  

-God explains to Cain in vs.7 that there was no unfairness in God’s judgment.  The reason Cain’s offering wasn’t respected was because it had no blood and it did not die!  It was Cain’s fault that he failed.  God had no respect of persons, he had respect of sacrifices.  God told Cain, “…and if thou doest not well, sin lieth at the door.”  In other words, don’t point fingers at anyone but yourself.  The evidence of your failure, sin, is right in front of your house, so you can’t blame anyone else.  Cain had seen the proper sacrifice and the results of it.  All he had to do was ask Abel for one of his many “firstlings” and he could have done well and been accepted.

-The end of vs.7 has been interpreted a couple of different ways.  Some say that if Cain would have done well, then he would have been able to rule over sin.  They make “his desire” the desire of “sin” and they say that sin’s desire would have been in submission to Cain.  I’ve known a lot of people who have tried to do good and none of them have ever ruled over sin.  The sinful nature that each one of us has inside of our flesh is so strong, the even the Holy Spirit has to fight with it each and every day (Gal 5:17)!  

Similar to the statement made to Eve in Genesis 3:16, this part of the verse is talking about Abel being in submission to Cain.  If Cain would have offered the correct sacrifice, then he would have had the same offering as Abel, only Cain would have been the first to offer it (notice that Cain offered before Abel…vss.3-4).  Cain would have been the leader and Abel the follower.  Therefore, if Cain would have done well, Abel’s desire would have been toward Cain, meaning he would have been in submission to him.  However, because Cain failed to do well, he also lost the authority to rule over Abel.  If the elder brother doesn’t do well, he loses the birthright.  Just ask Reuben and Esau!

4:8  And Cain talked with Abel his brother: and it came to pass, when they were in the field, that Cain rose up against Abel his brother, and slew him. 

4:9  ¶And the LORD said unto Cain, Where is Abel thy brother? And he said, I know not: Am I my brother's keeper? 

4:10  And he said, What hast thou done? the voice of thy brother's blood crieth unto me from the ground.

These verses show clearly what the Bible calls the “way of Cain” (Jude 11).  Cain is a self righteous “do-gooder” who is jealous towards his brother.  The Bible says that Abel’s works were righteous, but Cain’s were evil (1 Jn 3:12).  Cain knew that; God had just told him.  But, instead of repenting and changing his life to make it right in the sight of God, he did what most self righteous, proud, religious people do.  He persecuted the righteous and then acted as if he had done nothing wrong.  Cain etched this pattern forever into the hearts of religious lost men.  Ishmael did it to Isaac.  The patriarchs did it to Joseph.  The Jews did it to Moses.  Saul did it to David.  And the Pharisees did it to Jesus Christ.  For centuries the Roman Catholics killed true Bible believing Christians simply because they knew that if these Christians were allowed to keep living, Catholicism would be exposed for what it really was and everyone would leave “holy mother church”.  

-In vs.9, Cain tries to ignore his sin, like most self righteous sinners do. Cain’s answer to the LORD’s question proves that he was not only a murderer, but also a liar (Jn 8:44). 

-Verse 10 makes it clear that the LORD knew very well what had happened and there’s no doubt that he knew where Abel was.  This is the same situation as Genesis 3:9 & 11.  God is asking a simple question so that Cain has a chance to confess his sin.

-The first thing to die in the Bible was a sheep and the first man to die in the Bible was a shepherd.  Abel became the first martyr, and no doubt his blood had quite a story to tell.  The Bible doesn’t tell us what his blood said, but it could have been something like the words of Revelation 6:10.  The blood of Abel could have a fine three point sermon. 

1) The blood of a lamb is the only acceptable sacrifice.

2) You cannot get away with murder (his blood revealed the crime).

3) All those who live godly shall suffer persecution.

However, the blood of Jesus Christ tells an even greater story according to Hebrews 12:24.  Both Abel and Christ died for righteousness, both were hated without a cause, both gave their blood, but only the blood of Christ can make you clean.  No other martyr’s death or blood could save a man.  

4:11  And now art thou cursed from the earth, which hath opened her mouth to receive thy brother's blood from thy hand; 

4:12  When thou tillest the ground, it shall not henceforth yield unto thee her strength; a fugitive and a vagabond shalt thou be in the earth.

Cain was the first man to ever be cursed in the Bible.  Remember, with Adam, the ground was cursed because of what he did, but Adam himself was not.  

There are two things that every man tries to provide in his lifetime; and those things are food and shelter for both he and his family.  Even Paul tells us that if a man doesn’t provide for those of his own household, he is worse than an infidel (1 Tim 5:8).  These are the two areas in which Cain was cursed.  He could work all he wanted to with the earth, but he’d never see a good harvest again.  He was also made to be a fugitive and a vagabond.  That means he would have no settled home to call his own.  He had to wander and flee away from the people fighting against him and trying to kill him (Gen 4:14).  

A distinction must be made between a stranger and a pilgrim (any Christian-1 Pet 2:11), and Cain’s situation here as a fugitive and a vagabond.  A fugitive is someone who is fleeing from trouble, often because he’s guilty.  A vagabond is someone wandering around with no where to go.  That describes Cain perfectly, but not any man who has been born again.  There’s no law against being a stranger in a foreign land and therefore no need to flee.  Furthermore, every Christian knows exactly where he’s going, so he’s not just wandering around without any final destination in mind. 

4:13  ¶And Cain said unto the LORD, My punishment is greater than I can bear. 

4:14  Behold, thou hast driven me out this day from the face of the earth; and from thy face shall I be hid; and I shall be a fugitive and a vagabond in the earth; and it shall come to pass, that every one that findeth me shall slay me.

4:15  And the LORD said unto him, Therefore whosoever slayeth Cain, vengeance shall be taken on him sevenfold. And the LORD set a mark upon Cain, lest any finding him should kill him.
Notice the contrast between Cain’s reaction to his punishment compared with the response of Ezra or the dying thief (Ezra 9:13, Lk 23:41).  A repentant man will recognize the mercy of God; whereas a self righteous person will think that God is froward in his dealings (Ps 18:26).  

-Oddly enough, the death penalty wasn’t given to Cain.  Cain is what we call today a “lifer”, meaning he got a “life sentence” for his crime.  The death penalty came into effect in Genesis 9:5-6.  As for God’s exact reasons for allowing this murderer to live, I don’t know.  It could be however that God was using Cain as an example of things to come.  

Cain is a definite type of the antichrist; being that he persecuted the innocent, has a mark, and is of that wicked one.  However, Cain is an even better picture of a Christ rejecting Jew.  Cain killed his righteous brother who was a shepherd.  The Jews also killed their brother, Jesus Christ, who was a shepherd.  Ever since Israel became guilty of innocent blood, they’ve been fugitives and vagabonds, wandering about the entire earth.  Not only have they been wandering, but several different nations have tried their very best to exterminate the Jewish race.  Under normal circumstances, a relatively small nation such as Israel wouldn’t stand a chance against the powers that have persecuted them; but because God has promised to protect them, they haven’t been consumed (Mal 3:6).  God has protected this nation, even though they were guilty of murder, and that of God’s own Son.  Cain’s situation appears to be just the same.  Notice that the death of Cain is never mentioned in the scripture.  Why?  Most likely, to show a picture of the nation of Israel, which will never be consumed by her enemies.  

-The “sevenfold” vengeance mentioned in the verse also lends weight to the idea that Cain is being punished as a picture of the Christ rejecting nation of Israel.  In Psalms 79:10-12, the nation of Israel is asking God to revenge their blood that has been shed.  In vs.12, they ask for their neighbours to have a sevenfold punishment rendered unto them. 

-God places a mark upon Cain so that any man could recognize there was something different about him and that he should be left alone.  There are many guesses as to what this mark was, but there are no definite answers.  Whatever it was, it had to have been clear from a distance so that someone wouldn’t be tempted to even throw something at him in order to kill him.  

4:16  ¶And Cain went out from the presence of the LORD, and dwelt in the land of Nod, on the east of Eden. 

4:17  And Cain knew his wife; and she conceived, and bare Enoch: and he builded a city, and called the name of the city, after the name of his son, Enoch. 

4:18  And unto Enoch was born Irad: and Irad begat Mehujael: and Mehujael begat Methusael: and Methusael begat Lamech.

The land of Nod is hard to locate on a map with any certainty.  Most people place it in the southwest corner of modern-day Iran, just near the Persian Gulf.  This is the most common assumption simply because the garden of Eden is usually found on a map to the west of this point.  

-From vs.17 comes one of man’s oldest questions, “Where did Cain get his wife from?”  The complaint is that there weren’t enough people in the world at this time for Cain to have a wife.  At this point in Genesis, there’s only Adam, Eve, and Cain…mentioned.  You should be careful to notice that the Bible doesn’t tell you how long it took Cain to find a wife and start having children with her.  It could have been 100, 200, or maybe 300 years after his banishment from the presence of the LORD.  Within 300 years, Adam and Eve could no doubt have produced many more sons and daughters (Gen 5:4), which could have also produced sons and daughters, so on and so forth.  After 300 or 400 years, Cain would have been able to choose from thousands of different women.  

Still more, the possibility remains that Cain married his sister.  If that was the case, Cain wouldn’t have sinned, because there was no law concerning incest at that time.  Moses received laws concerning the relationships of close relatives and those are found in Leviticus (Lev 18).  Moses wrote those laws around 1450 B.C.  Therefore, they’d have no bearing upon Cain’s situation.  If you want to be real serious about the situation, Adam married his sister.  They both had the same Father, making them brother and sister.  This arrangement was necessary towards the beginning of time and therefore God allowed it.  

-After starting his family, the Bible says that Cain built a city.  This is the first city mentioned in the scripture.  Therefore it’s instructive to notice that this first city was built by a murderer.  Henceforth, cities are known for their crime, violence, stealing, raping, corruption, and murder.  

4:19  ¶And Lamech took unto him two wives: the name of the one was Adah, and the name of the other Zillah. 

4:20  And Adah bare Jabal: he was the father of such as dwell in tents, and of such as have cattle. 

4:21  And his brother's name was Jubal: he was the father of all such as handle the harp and organ. 

4:22  And Zillah, she also bare Tubalcain, an instructer of every artificer in brass and iron: and the sister of Tubalcain was Naamah.

In this series of verses, we have the beginning of several things.  Lamech is the first man mentioned in the scripture as having more than one wife.  Jabal is said to be the first nomadic rancher.  Jubal is the first musician. And Tubalcain is the first blacksmith.  

-Lamech’s polygamy was not according to God’s will, permissive or otherwise.  God had intended for every man to cleave to his wife (not wives) and be ONE flesh (see Gen 2:24).  That was God’s plan from the beginning of the creation (Mk 10:6-8).  Lamech, following in the footsteps of his ancestor Cain, has sin lying at the door.  

-The children of Lamech, and their accomplishments, represent most of our modern day civilization.  You have the food industry (milk and meat…vs.20), entertainment (singing and dancing…vs.21), and major construction along with art (super highways, sky scrapers, and statues…vs.22).  From the view point of the world, these men were pioneers of our society.  These men would be honored by the world’s leaders of today.  Looking at things through the eyes of the LORD, from these men ushered forth a society whose every imagination was only evil continually (Gen 6:5).  

4:23  ¶And Lamech said unto his wives, Adah and Zillah, Hear my voice; ye wives of Lamech, hearken unto my speech: for I have slain a man to my wounding, and a young man to my hurt. 

4:24  If Cain shall be avenged sevenfold, truly Lamech seventy and sevenfold.

Hebrew scholars say that Lamech’s words in these verses make up the first song in the Bible.  They say this due to the way in which it is written in Hebrew.  There’s nothing in the text itself that would either provide evidence for that or go against it.  

-Lamech said that he had “slain a man to my wounding”, which is to say, “in self defense”.  Someone was trying to hurt Lamech, so out of self defense, he killed the guy.  Cain killed in cold blood out of hatred; whereas Lamech’s situation was simply a reaction to someone else’s evil.  Because of this, Lamech proclaims that he has extra protection which Cain did not have.  Remember though, the words of vs.24 are Lamech’s, not God’s like in vs.15.  This idea of extra protection was created in Lamech’s mind, and therefore God was not bound to honour it.  Many people still do the same thing today.  People are constantly saying, “God told me I would have…or…God said I would never be sick because…or…God promised me that I would get married…”  It’s very possible for God to speak to someone in prayer; and in those instances faith should be applied.  However, one must be careful not to mistake the voice of his deceitful heart (Jer 17:9) with the voice of the Holy Ghost!

4:25  ¶And Adam knew his wife again; and she bare a son, and called his name Seth: For God, said she, hath appointed me another seed instead of Abel, whom Cain slew. 

4:26  And to Seth, to him also there was born a son; and he called his name Enos: then began men to call upon the name of the LORD.
We know from Genesis 5:3 that Seth is born in the 130th year of Adam’s life.  Many people have made guesses as to the age of Cain and Abel when the fatal beating took place, but no solid dates can be proven.  All we know is that they couldn’t have been more than 130 years old.  

-In vs.26, we find that men began to call upon the name of the LORD in the days after Enos was born.  The last phrase of the verse raises several questions with few answers.  Why would this time be any different from any other time so that men would call upon the LORD?  What happened to start this?  Were they doing this out of reverence or were they mocking God?  Was there a preacher instructing or leading them to do such a thing?  What were they hoping to accomplish by doing this?  

It could be that men started praying to God, and the Bible simply doesn’t give us the reason why they chose to start here and not sooner.  Some ancient Jewish manuscripts have suggested that people started using the name of the LORD in vain in those days by ascribing the name of Jehovah (LORD) to their idols.  However, there’s no scriptural evidence for such a teaching.

GENESIS 5

Genesis 5:1  ¶This is the book of the generations of Adam. In the day that God created man, in the likeness of God made he him; 

5:2  Male and female created he them; and blessed them, and called their name Adam, in the day when they were created.

A comparison between Matthew 1:1 and Genesis 5:1 illustrates the relationship between Adam and Christ.  However there is a small difference that needs to be noticed.  In Matthew 1:1, the Bible says, “The book of the generation of Jesus Christ…”  In our text here in Genesis 5:1, the Bible talks about the generations of Adam.  With Jesus Christ, there’s only one generation, but with Adam, there are many.  So, why is there a difference?  Anyone who comes to Christ is born of God.  All saved people, starting in Acts 2 until this present day, have but one Father.  Therefore, in the church age, there is only one “chosen generation” (1 Pet 2:9, Ps 22:30-31), which is God and then all his children.  In Adam’s book, physical life is passed down through the many different men listed in the chapter, making many generations.  

Another comparison should be made between the books of Adam and Christ.  You’ll notice in Genesis 5 and starting in verse 5, Adam dies.  As you continue through the chapter, you’ll read over and over again that those men mentioned therein died.  If you read Matthew 1, you’ll never read about the death of any of those men.  Obviously, they all died, but the Holy Spirit was revealing a great truth by not mentioning their deaths.  The truth is found in the words of Paul in 1 Corinthians 15:22, “For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive.”

-When Adam and Eve were created, their names were not Adam and Eve.  According to verse 2, in the beginning there was Adam and Mrs. Adam.  Eve didn’t get her name until after the fall (Gen 3:20).  Henceforth, before a woman is married, she bares the name of her father.  Then after she’s married, her surname changes to that of her husband.  In recent times, some women have tried to prove their independence by keeping their name the same and not changing it when they get married.  Either that, or they simply add their husband’s surname on the back end of the maiden name.  Whatever the situation, they still bare the name of a man (whether their father or their husband).   

5:3  And Adam lived an hundred and thirty years, and begat a son in his own likeness, after his image; and called his name Seth: 

5:4  And the days of Adam after he had begotten Seth were eight hundred years: and he begat sons and daughters: 

5:5  And all the days that Adam lived were nine hundred and thirty years: and he died.

A very important difference is found by comparing verses 1 and 3.  In verse 1, Adam is said to have been made in the likeness of God.  Genesis 1:26 says that Adam was made in God’s image.  However, in verse 3, the Bible says that Adam’s son was made after Adam’s likeness and in Adam’s image!  After Adam fell, he still had three parts (body, soul, and spirit) like God, but he no longer had that perfect righteousness and true holiness.  Adam received a sinful nature as a result of his disobedience and that sinful nature has been passed down to each one of us (Rom 5:12).  That’s why David said in Psalms 51:5, “Behold, I was shapen in iniquity; and in sin did my mother conceive me.” 

When God made Adam, there was no sin in Adam’s flesh.  That was God’s image.  Adam lost that image in the garden.  When God sent Jesus Christ to die on the cross, he made it possible for a child of Adam to be born again and receive that lost image.  The Bible says in 2 Cor 4:4, “In whom the god of this world hath blinded the minds of them which believe not, lest the light of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine unto them.”  Christ is the image of God (see also Col 1:15 and Heb 1:3).  By receiving Christ, a person gets back that righteousness and true holiness which Adam lost (Eph 4:24).  Without the new birth, the words of Job 14:4 and 25:4 ring true, “Who can bring a clean thing out of an unclean? not one….or how can he be clean that is born of a woman?”  

-Starting here and continuing throughout the chapter, it’s quite evident that these men had much longer life spans compared to mankind today (Ps 90:10).  Some people have tried to “explain away” the large amount of years by saying that the Hebrew word for “hundreds” really means “tens”.  Therefore, Adam didn’t die at the age of 930 years, but rather 93.  Seth didn’t die 912, but according to those unbelieving scholars, he was only 91.2 years old.  What they failed to realize when they made this assumption about the Hebrew language is that this would mean Enos begat Cainan at the ripe old age of 9!  Even worse yet, if these scholars are right, it means Enoch became a father at the age of 6½!  Obviously, those things aren’t possible.  You are always better off just leaving the scripture alone and believing what God wrote the way God wrote it.

The incredible ages found in the chapter are a result of a different atmosphere.  Before the flood of Noah’s time, the earth had a stronger atmosphere, thus allowing everything to live longer, both humans and animals.  When the flood took place, the windows of heaven were opened (Gen 7:11) and from that time onward, the atmosphere has never been the same.  The different living conditions before the flood presented the perfect environment for dinosaurs.  Some lizards, such as the iguana, never stop growing until they die.  This would mean that if an iguana could live 600 years instead of 60, it could easily be assumed that it would be equal to the size of most dinosaur skeletons which are found buried in the earth.  The scientists want us to believe that because the bones are found deep in the earth, it shows that the dinosaur lived several million years ago.  However, they’re forgetting that a world wide flood, which we’ll study in chapter 7, easily buried those over-grown iguanas deep in the earth in a matter of hours, not millions of years.

-It’s also noteworthy to look at where God placed the chapter and verse marking the death of the first man ever created.  Adam died in Genesis 5:5.  Beginning here, and continuing throughout the Bible, the number ‘5’ represents death in the word of God.  Dr. Ruckman, in his commentary on the book of Genesis, offers us several other examples of this:

1) The Devil, five letters, has the power of death (which also has five letters).

2) Benjamin receives five times the normal amount of food and clothing as his brothers, since his mother dies in childbirth (Gen 43:34, 45:22, 35:18-19).

3) Christ has five wounds in His body and five pieces of garment to be distributed (John 19:23). 

4) David’s five stones are taken from the brook to clobber Goliath and his four brothers/sons (1 Sam 17:40, 2 Sam 21:22).

5) In Acts 5:5, a liar drops dead.

6) In Romans 5, the death of Adam and Christ are expounded at length.

7) In Revelation 5, the Lamb appears “as though slain”.

8) Five emerods and five mice pay for the plague which killed thousands (1 Sam 6:4).

9) The first man born is a murderer with a word meaning “spear” (five letters) or “smith” (five letters). 

10) The fifth rib is the “floater” according to 2 Samuel 2:23, 3:27, 4:6, 20:10.  (What?  Four “coincidences” in a row?)

11) But the capstone of “coincidence” is the brazen altar.  For on this deadly object there were slain and offered more than 1,000 animal carcasses a year for 500 years, and the altar was 5 by 5 (Ex 27:1).  

5:6  ¶And Seth lived an hundred and five years, and begat Enos: 

5:7  And Seth lived after he begat Enos eight hundred and seven years, and begat sons and daughters: 

5:8  And all the days of Seth were nine hundred and twelve years: and he died. 

5:9  And Enos lived ninety years, and begat Cainan: 

5:10  And Enos lived after he begat Cainan eight hundred and fifteen years, and begat sons and daughters: 

5:11  And all the days of Enos were nine hundred and five years: and he died. 

5:12  And Cainan lived seventy years, and begat Mahalaleel: 

5:13  And Cainan lived after he begat Mahalaleel eight hundred and forty years, and begat sons and daughters: 

5:14  And all the days of Cainan were nine hundred and ten years: and he died. 

5:15  And Mahalaleel lived sixty and five years, and begat Jared: 

5:16  And Mahalaleel lived after he begat Jared eight hundred and thirty years, and begat sons and daughters: 

5:17  And all the days of Mahalaleel were eight hundred ninety and five years: and he died. 

5:18  And Jared lived an hundred sixty and two years, and he begat Enoch: 

5:19  And Jared lived after he begat Enoch eight hundred years, and begat sons and daughters: 

5:20  And all the days of Jared were nine hundred sixty and two years: and he died. 

5:21  ¶And Enoch lived sixty and five years, and begat Methuselah: 

5:22  And Enoch walked with God after he begat Methuselah three hundred years, and begat sons and daughters: 

5:23  And all the days of Enoch were three hundred sixty and five years: 

5:24  And Enoch walked with God: and he was not; for God took him.
There’s little exposition needed for most of the chapter.  However, Enoch’s relatively short life is worthy of much study.  In vs.24, Enoch became a great picture of a church age saint still living at the time of the rapture (1 Thes 4:17) because he was taken to heaven without dying.  Some say that Enoch will be one of the witnesses, during the tribulation, mentioned in Revelation 11.  They say this because of Hebrews 9:27, “But as it is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment.”  The teaching is that everyone has to die once, so Enoch will have to come again in the tribulation and be killed.  If that would happen, then the type of the church age rapture would be destroyed.  Any child of God still alive at the time of the rapture will be taken without dying and never see death (see Jn 11:26 and Heb 11:5).  

Enoch named “Methuselah”, which means, “when he is dead it shall be sent.”  According to the years mentioned in Genesis 5-7, Methuselah lived until the year that God sent the flood upon the earth.  Therefore, there’s no doubt as to the meaning of the word “it” in the definition of Methuselah’s name.  When this child was born, God revealed to Enoch that there was going to be a day of destruction for all the ungodly (see Jude 14-15), and that Methuselah’s death would be the starting point of that destruction.  

5:25  ¶And Methuselah lived an hundred eighty and seven years, and begat Lamech: 

5:26  And Methuselah lived after he begat Lamech seven hundred eighty and two years, and begat sons and daughters: 

5:27  And all the days of Methuselah were nine hundred sixty and nine years: and he died. 

5:28  ¶And Lamech lived an hundred eighty and two years, and begat a son: 

5:29  And he called his name Noah, saying, This same shall comfort us concerning our work and toil of our hands, because of the ground which the LORD hath cursed. 

5:30  And Lamech lived after he begat Noah five hundred ninety and five years, and begat sons and daughters: 

5:31  And all the days of Lamech were seven hundred seventy and seven years: and he died. 

5:32  And Noah was five hundred years old: and Noah begat Shem, Ham, and Japheth.

Methuselah lived until he was 969 years old, thus making him the oldest man in the Bible.  He actually outlived his own son, Lamech, who died five years before the flood happened.  Lamech appears to have had some common sense that most modern-day people are lacking.  He realized that all of man’s labour with a cursed ground was simply vanity and vexation of spirit (see Solomon’s comments on the subject throughout Ecclesiastes).  Lamech knew that the world was without hope.  Lamech’s son Noah was a preacher of righteousness (2 Pet 2:5), and he brought condemnation to the world by building his ark (Heb 11:7).  The question can be asked then, “How is Noah a comfort to anyone?”  Only someone who believes the Bible can truly appreciate the comfort that Noah provided.  Most people would view a worldwide destruction as the worst possible thing that could happen.  But remember, at the time when the flood happened, the wickedness of man was great in the earth (Gen 6:5).  If God would have allowed the world to continue in their sins, then things would have only gotten MUCH worse!  God stopping all of their wickedness, and not allowing them to make matters worse, is an act of the MERCY of God!  You say, “But what about all the babies who died in the flood?”  What about them?  If they would have grown up in such a wicked society, chances are they would have died and went to hell.  God taking them while they were young, and without a knowledge of good and evil, means that their souls were protected and they are with God right now.  That’s mercy, and that’s a comfort to any lover of righteousness!

GENESIS 6

Genesis 6:1  ¶And it came to pass, when men began to multiply on the face of the earth, and daughters were born unto them, 

6:2  That the sons of God saw the daughters of men that they were fair; and they took them wives of all which they chose.
The context of the events mentioned in the beginning of the chapter is indicated in the first verse.  The sons of God mixing with the daughters of men was something that was happening long before Noah was born.  According to the text, it was happening when men began to multiply on the face of the earth, which happened at least 700 years before Noah showed up.  

-The sons of God of verse 2 have caused much confusion in many circles.  The most common teaching found in fundamental churches is that these sons of God are actually the sons of Seth!    The people who advocate such a teaching try to explain that these sons of Seth represent a godly line of people, and therefore they are called the sons of God.  The only problem with that teaching is that it’s NOT in the word of God!  First of all, the Bible never talks about a godly line.  There is a Messianic line which is found in Matthew 1.  But if you’ll examine that genealogy, you’ll see quite quickly that there are several people found therein who are not godly.  Secondly, Seth is not God.  If these were really the sons of Seth, the Bible would have worded the verse differently.  However deep it seems, the sons of God means the sons of God!
Well meaning Baptists, with very little education in the Bible, sometimes teach that these sons of God are people who were born again in the Old Testament.  That teaching won’t work either, because NO ONE in the Old Testament was born again.  The new birth began to be given to men when the Holy Spirit came down (John 3:6).  Since the Holy Ghost didn’t descend until Pentecost in 33 A.D., it’s impossible to claim that anyone was born again before that time.  

These sons of God could NOT be anything human according to Job 38:7.  Whoever they were, they were present before the LORD created anything.  Therefore, by comparing scripture with scripture, the sons of God can be none other than angels who fell from heaven (2 Pet 2:4 and Jude 6).  Jesus told us in Luke 17:26, “And as it was in the days of Noe, so shall it be also in the days of the Son of man.”  Before Jesus comes again, there will be beings not from this world mixing with the seed of men (see Dan 2:42-43).  Don’t forget that at the midway point of the tribulation, a third of the angels will be cast out of heaven (Rev 12:9); thus giving them the opportunity to fulfill Daniel’s prophecy.  Even in the church age, it appears that these angels can still fall.  This is apparent in Paul’s warning to Christian ladies in 1 Corinthians 11:10 when he said, “For this cause ought the woman to have power on her head because of the angels.”  

You might ask, “But how could that be possible?  How could a woman have a normal marital relationship with an angel?”  If you’ll study the scripture closely, you’ll notice that every angel in the Bible is a male.  Furthermore, there are several times when an angel is mistaken for a man (see Judg 13:16 and Gen 32:14).  

6:3  ¶And the LORD said, My spirit shall not always strive with man, for that he also is flesh: yet his days shall be an hundred and twenty years.
In other words, the LORD is saying, “I’m not going to keep fighting with you over your wicked lifestyle.  I won’t tolerate it forever.”  When God said, “…for that he also is flesh…” it is showing that God is not flesh.  God doesn’t take on flesh until Christ is born (Mt 1:23, Jn 1:14, 1 Tim 3:16).  God is a Spirit (Jn 4:24) and according to Galatians 5:17, we know that the flesh and the Spirit fight or strive one with another.  

At the end of the verse, God is not telling us what the life span is for the average man at this time.  Anyone who read Genesis 5 and then also reads Genesis 11 can see that 120 years is NOT the average for men at that particular time.  This 120 years that is mentioned is a like a warning.  After those 120 years are finished, then the flesh that was on the earth at that time would be finished, which is exactly what happened when the flood came.

6:4  ¶There were giants in the earth in those days; and also after that, when the sons of God came in unto the daughters of men, and they bare children to them, the same became mighty men which were of old, men of renown. 

6:5  And GOD saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually.
6:6  ¶And it repented the LORD that he had made man on the earth, and it grieved him at his heart. 

6:7  And the LORD said, I will destroy man whom I have created from the face of the earth; both man, and beast, and the creeping thing, and the fowls of the air; for it repenteth me that I have made them.

Giants are the offspring of a relationship between a fallen angel and an earthly woman.  Notice that these giants were before the flood and also after that.  So both before and after the flood, when the sons of God went into the daughters of men, giants were produced (Deut 2:20-23, 3:11, 1 Sam 17:4).  If anyone is to believe that these sons of God are not angels, but are in fact earthly men who have been born again believers (see notes on Gen 6:2), then why would giants be the fruit of their marriage?  The giants are proof that something strange was being mixed.  

-For a description of the wickedness of man at that time, you can read the words of Christ (Mt 24:38-39, Lk 17:27-28).  As we approach the day of Christ’s return, we can see this same condition of wickedness in the earth.  

-In verses 6 and 7, we read that the LORD repented because he had made man.  The word “repent” can have two meanings.  First of all, it can mean to change your mind.  Secondly, it can mean to feel sorrow or regret for something that’s happened.  The latter definition is what is happening here.  That is obvious from the last part of verse 6 when Moses wrote, “…it grieved him at his heart.”  

6:8   But Noah found grace in the eyes of the LORD. 

6:9 ¶These are the generations of Noah: Noah was a just man and perfect in his generations, and Noah walked with God. 

6:10  And Noah begat three sons, Shem, Ham, and Japheth.  
Many Baptists believe that Noah was saved by grace through faith, just like someone in the New Testament, due to vs.8.  If someone teaches that, they are most definitely twisting the scriptures to fit their own opinions and teachings.  The simply says that Noah found grace in the eyes of the LORD.  It says nothing about salvation.  This grace is not the grace which bringeth salvation to all men (Titus 2:11).  That grace doesn’t show up until John 1:17!

In this case, and many others like it in the scriptures, the grace of God can be defined by saying that God is giving you the strength to do something that you cannot do in your own power. Noah didn’t know there was a world wide flood coming.  Likewise, he didn’t know that he needed to prepare an ark.  Due to Noah’s good testimony (vs.9), and knowing that Noah was a man of faith (Heb 11:7), God gave him the plans for the ark.  That was God giving Noah the strength or ability to do something he COULD NOT have done without the help of God.  

-Noah’s three sons will be discussed in detail in chapters 9 and 10.  

6:11   The earth also was corrupt before God, and the earth was filled with violence. 

6:12  And God looked upon the earth, and, behold, it was corrupt; for all flesh had corrupted his way upon the earth. 

6:13  And God said unto Noah, The end of all flesh is come before me; for the earth is filled with violence through them; and, behold, I will destroy them with the earth.

The earth, as it is spoken of here, is not a reference to the “world system” as it is occasionally used.  God is condemning not only the people here, but also his physical creation, the earth.  The earth can be defiled through:

1) vile sexual practices (Lev 18-6-25…especially notice vs.25)

2) murder (Num 35:33-34)

3) leaving an accursed man hanging overnight (Deut 21:22-23)

4) sacrificing children unto devils (Ps 106:38)

5) worshipping idols (Eze 36:18)

6) irregular marriage practices (Jer 3:1)

-In vs.13, God informs Noah that two different things are going to be destroyed.  One of those things is all flesh.  The other thing is the earth.  Notice that God destroys them WITH the earth.  Some of the teachers of the gap theory have said that in 2 Pet 3:6, Peter could not have been referring to the flood of Noah’s day because the earth did not perish at that time.  Genesis 6:13 clearly shows that the earth was indeed overflowed with water and perished.  

6:14  ¶Make thee an ark of gopher wood; rooms shalt thou make in the ark, and shalt pitch it within and without with pitch. 

6:15  And this is the fashion which thou shalt make it of: The length of the ark shall be three hundred cubits, the breadth of it fifty cubits, and the height of it thirty cubits. 

6:16  A window shalt thou make to the ark, and in a cubit shalt thou finish it above; and the door of the ark shalt thou set in the side thereof; with lower, second, and third stories shalt thou make it.
Most people, both Christians and lost people alike, have very little knowledge about how this ark was actually built and what it was made of.  Gopher wood is also called cypress.  It was used by the Phoenicians for ship-making for several years due to its durability and lightness.  Pitch was a sticky substance taken from the bark of pine and fir trees.  After melting and preparing the substance, sailors, for many years, used it to caulk their ships.  By applying this pitch to the ark, it sealed the structure very tightly so that no water could pass through any cracks.  

-The ark was 300 cubits long (about 450 feet or 137 meters), its breadth, or it could also be said width, was 50 cubits (about 75 feet or 23 meters), and its height was 30 cubits (about 45 feet or 13.5 meters).  According to these measurements, the ark would not have appeared like a boat, but rather a big box with three levels.

-The window was probably a square cubit (1.5 feet or .5 meter) in the very top of the ark.  This is how the people and the animals got their air and light when it was available.  

-The ark has three levels or stories to it, which is a picture of God’s universe with its three heavens (see notes on Gen 1:6-8).  These three levels contained stalls for the various animals that rode with Noah and his family.  

6:17  And, behold, I, even I, do bring a flood of waters upon the earth, to destroy all flesh, wherein is the breath of life, from under heaven; and every thing that is in the earth shall die. 

Many modern Bible teachers have adopted the neo orthodox teaching of the “local” flood theory.  Instead of believing that God actually did what he said he would do and destroy the earth; they believe that God simply let the Tigris and Euphrates Rivers overflow their banks a bit and flood the surrounding area.  In other words, these false teachers believe that when God said “the earth” in Genesis 6, he didn’t mean the whole earth, but rather a very small part of it.  Is that true also in vs.1 where the Bible says, “…men began to multiply on the face of the earth…”?  Does that mean that mankind was also multiplying near the Tigris and Euphrates rivers?  Of course not.

Accounts of the flood can be found in many different cultures, from Babylon all the way to China.  If the flood was simply a local disaster, why would the Chinese have ancient stories about it?  Furthermore, in Egypt there are watermarks near the pinnacle of the ancient pyramids.  How did the watermarks get there?  If a man believes the Bible, which describes clearly a universal or world wide flood, then it’s very easy to understand how those watermarks got there.  However, if someone believes that the flood only reached the area near the land of Ur, he’ll have great trouble explaining how the tops of those tall structures got wet and stayed wet long enough to leave a mark.

The Bible speaks quite clearly about the magnitude of this flood.  

1) 6:13-God said he would destroy the earth, not just a small area.

2) 6:17-God said he would bring a flood upon the earth, again, not just a small area.

3) 6:17-God said he would destroy all flesh.  What flesh was he talking about?  All flesh wherein is the breath of life (that’s everywhere) and under heaven (that’s everywhere)!  

4) 6:20-God brought two of every sort into the ark to keep them alive.  If the flood wasn’t universal, this was a waste of time.  God could have simply used animals from other areas to repopulate the small area he would have destroyed.  God had to bring the animals two by two because the flood was going to affect the entire planet.

5) 7:19-All the high hills under the whole heaven were covered.  That can’t apply to just some small place near the land of Ur.  

6) 8:4-How did the ark get on top of a mountain range north of where the ark started out at?  It would have been impossible for a local flood to cause such a thing to happen.

On a more practical note, why would God have Noah waste time building an ark if the flood would only affect such a small area?  Why not just tell Noah to move?  Don’t you think that with 120 years warning (Gen 6:3) that Noah could have relocated his family in a place far, far away from where these rivers would have flooded?  Obviously, the only way for Noah and his family to survive was to build this ark, because no matter where they would have gone, they would have been hit by the flood.

6:18  But with thee will I establish my covenant; and thou shalt come into the ark, thou, and thy sons, and thy wife, and thy sons' wives with thee. 

6:19  And of every living thing of all flesh, two of every sort shalt thou bring into the ark, to keep them alive with thee; they shall be male and female. 

6:20  Of fowls after their kind, and of cattle after their kind, of every creeping thing of the earth after his kind, two of every sort shall come unto thee, to keep them alive. 

6:21  And take thou unto thee of all food that is eaten, and thou shalt gather it to thee; and it shall be for food for thee, and for them. 

6:22  Thus did Noah; according to all that God commanded him, so did he.

In vs.18, the Noahic covenant is mentioned.  It is described in more detail in Genesis 9:8-17 and will be commented more under those verses.

-Verse 19 tells us that two of every sort were brought into the ark.  According to Genesis 7:2, there were AT LEAST two of every sort.  If the animal was considered a clean beast, then there were seven pairs taken.  If the animal was unclean, then only one pair was taken, making two of that animal, the male and the female.

-Many Bible critics have a problem with the number of animals that Noah brought with him in the ark.  They claim that the ark couldn’t have been big enough to carry all the animals, if they truly came two by two.  The vast majority of the people who makes such claims have no idea about the actual size of the ark, nor do they know exactly how many animals were taken therein.  They make their argument based on what some college professor told them in school, rather than actually researching the story and finding the truth.

What is important to realize about the animals is found in verse 20.  The animals were taken by at least twos “after their kind”.  In the animal kingdom, there are several different categories that can be used to classify animals.  These categories are:

1) Kingdom

2) Sub kingdom

3) Class

4) Order

5) Family

6) Genus

7) Species

According to vs.18, we know that Noah and his family were able to enter the ark.  Using that idea, it’s probable that the phrase “after their kind”, in conjunction with the animals, is a reference to family category.  At least two of each family (#5) were taken.  For example, God didn’t put two German shepherds, two cocker spaniels, two poodles, and two bulldogs in the ark.  God simply put two animals from the canine family in the ark.  From that male and female canine, over time, there became several different kinds of dogs.  The same thing is true concerning each kind of animal.  

-One of the overlooked miracles that took place on the ark was that none of the animals attack a weaker animal.  God not only brought them to the ark in an orderly fashion, but kept the animals calm until they were able to leave the ark and start repopulating the earth.  

GENESIS 7
Genesis 7:1  ¶And the LORD said unto Noah, Come thou and all thy house into the ark; for thee have I seen righteous before me in this generation. 

7:2  Of every clean beast thou shalt take to thee by sevens, the male and his female: and of beasts that are not clean by two, the male and his female. 

7:3  Of fowls also of the air by sevens, the male and the female; to keep seed alive upon the face of all the earth. 

7:4  For yet seven days, and I will cause it to rain upon the earth forty days and forty nights; and every living substance that I have made will I destroy from off the face of the earth.

7:5  And Noah did according unto all that the LORD commanded him. 

7:6  And Noah was six hundred years old when the flood of waters was upon the earth.

Noah’s testimony earns him one of the greatest compliments to come straight from the mouth of God.  Notice that Noah’s family found mercy due to Noah’s righteous life.  That should serve as a great encouragement to any parent; to live godly in this wicked and adulterous generation which we live in now.

-In verses 2 and 3, we see that AT LEAST two of each animal were taken.  For all the fowls and clean animals, there were seven pairs taken.  For unclean beasts there were only two taken, the male and the female.  The question is, how did Noah know the difference between clean and unclean animals, since those distinctions weren’t revealed until approximately 1450 B.C., when God showed them to Moses (Lev 11)?  It’s possible that the LORD simply told Noah which animals were clean and which ones were not.  But don’t forget that Moses is the one writing the book of Genesis.  Therefore, Moses could be giving us this precise commentary about the animals based on his knowledge of the law.  

-The first time God used a period of 40 days as a time of testing is mentioned in vs.4.  This period of 40 days is also used by Goliath (1 Sam 17), twice by Moses visiting with God on Mount Sinai (Ex 24 & 34), by Elijah in the same place (1 Ki 19), and by the spies searching the land of Canaan (Num 13).  It was the time given to the Ninevites for the destruction of their city (Jonah 3), Jesus Christ fasted for 40 days in the wilderness (Mt 4), and then finally, the Lord also took 40 days with his disciples on the earth before he ascended to heaven (Acts 1).  

7:7  And Noah went in, and his sons, and his wife, and his sons' wives with him, into the ark, because of the waters of the flood. 

7:8  Of clean beasts, and of beasts that are not clean, and of fowls, and of every thing that creepeth upon the earth, 

7:9  There went in two and two unto Noah into the ark, the male and the female, as God had commanded Noah. 

7:10  And it came to pass after seven days, that the waters of the flood were upon the earth.

From verse 7, English speaking people have developed a phrase concerning people who are not very wise.  We say, “They don’t know to come in out of the rain.”  The connection is clear with the story of Noah and his family entering into the ark.  

-Verses 8 and 9 are simply historical facts and no comments are needed to properly understand the passage.  However, one can marvel at God’s power and authority by imagining what a sight this must have been.  To see wild animals, who would normally have been killing one another, now walking in a line coming to the ark by twos.  Who else but God could organize such a thing?

-When reading vs.10, one could think that seven days after Noah entered into the ark, the rain then started on the earth.  However, when we read vss.12 and 13, we can see that Noah entered into the ark the selfsame day that the rain started.  The “after seven days” of vs.10 is then a reference to what God said in vs.4.  God gave Noah a warning seven days before the rain was going to start.  For the next seven days, God brought the animals and Noah brought his family.  Then in vs.10, seven days after God had given his warning to Noah, the rain started to fall.  

7:11  ¶In the six hundredth year of Noah's life, in the second month, the seventeenth day of the month, the same day were all the fountains of the great deep broken up, and the windows of heaven were opened. 

7:12  And the rain was upon the earth forty days and forty nights. 

7:13  In the selfsame day entered Noah, and Shem, and Ham, and Japheth, the sons of Noah, and Noah's wife, and the three wives of his sons with them, into the ark; 

7:14  They, and every beast after his kind, and all the cattle after their kind, and every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth after his kind, and every fowl after his kind, every bird of every sort. 

7:15  And they went in unto Noah into the ark, two and two of all flesh, wherein is the breath of life. 

7:16  And they that went in, went in male and female of all flesh, as God had commanded him: and the LORD shut him in.  

The fountains of the great deep are probably a reference to water literally spewing out from the oceans and seas.  Dr. Ruckman points out that the “great deep” is a reference to the waters which are above the heavens (see Gen 1:6-8 with note).  I cannot dispute that the waters which are above the heavens are called by that name in the scripture.  However, in this verse, it appears that water was coming from two directions.  It was coming up out of the fountains of the ocean, and coming down from the windows of heaven which had been opened.  There is no doubt about the windows of heaven being opened.  When that happened, the waters which were above the firmament began to come down.  Therefore, it appears that God is informing us of the two sources for the water of the flood.  You can also see in Isaiah 51:10 that the great deep can be a reference to the water of the seas found here on the earth.  Some other references to back up this idea are Gen 49:25, Deut 33:13, Ps 69:14-15, and 2 Cor 11:25.  

-It is pointed out by many fundamentalists that during the flood, a layer of the atmosphere was destroyed.  They teach that before the flood there was an “ice canopy” surrounding and protecting the earth.  When the windows of heaven were broken up, they deduce that this ice canopy was also broken up and destroyed.  This could be an explanation for why people did not live as long after the flood.  

-A zoologist once did an intense study into the possibility of fitting enough animals into the ark so that all the animals after their kinds could be preserved.  He concluded that 36,000 animals would have needed to enter the ark.  The average size of all of these animals would have been that of a sheep.  So in order to simplify his explanation, he stated that enough space for 36,000 sheep would have been needed.  The ark had as much room as 522 railroad box cars.  The total amount of box cars needed to hold 36.000 sheep is only 146.  Therefore, according to this zoologist, all of the animals could have fit on the first floor of the ark, leaving plenty of room on the second floor for the food and the third floor for Noah and his family.

-Verse 16 tells us that the LORD shut him in.  This therefore makes the ark a wonderful picture of Jesus Christ.  Noah had done what God told him to do; and therefore God sealed him in the ark as protection from the destruction that was going on around him.  That protection came in the form of the ark.  In the New Testament, when a man does what God tells him to do and receives the Lord Jesus Christ as his Saviour, that man is put into Christ and sealed by the Holy Ghost unto the day of redemption (Eph 4:30).  Regardless of what might happen on the outside, you’ll always be safe in Christ until the storm of life is over.

7:17  And the flood was forty days upon the earth; and the waters increased, and bare up the ark, and it was lift up above the earth. 

7:18  And the waters prevailed, and were increased greatly upon the earth; and the ark went upon the face of the waters. 

7:19  And the waters prevailed exceedingly upon the earth; and all the high hills, that were under the whole heaven, were covered. 

7:20  Fifteen cubits upward did the waters prevail; and the mountains were covered. 

7:21  And all flesh died that moved upon the earth, both of fowl, and of cattle, and of beast, and of every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth, and every man: 

7:22  All in whose nostrils was the breath of life, of all that was in the dry land, died. 

7:23  And every living substance was destroyed which was upon the face of the ground, both man, and cattle, and the creeping things, and the fowl of the heaven; and they were destroyed from the earth: and Noah only remained alive, and they that were with him in the ark. 

7:24  And the waters prevailed upon the earth an hundred and fifty days.
Verse 20 shows us that the water went fifteen cubits higher than the highest mountain.  The highest mountain in the world is Mount Everest in Nepal.  The height of that mountain at its highest point is 28,000 ft (8534.4 meters).  Fifteen cubits is approximately 22.5 ft (6.9 m).  That means the waters of the flood, world wide, was approximately 28,022 ft (8541 m) above sea level.  

-The rain itself stopped after 40 days; however for another 110 days after the rain stopped, the waters were still flooding the earth.  Using the Jewish “lunisolar” calendar (each month having exactly 30 days), this means the waters were covering the earth for 5 months.  As I pointed out in Genesis 5:5, the number 5 represents death.  Since this flood brought the death of every living thing not in the ark, it’s only fitting that God allowed the waters to stay on the earth’s surface for five months before he began to decrease them.    

GENESIS 8
Genesis 8:1  And God remembered Noah, and every living thing, and all the cattle that was with him in the ark: and God made a wind to pass over the earth, and the waters asswaged; 

8:2  The fountains also of the deep and the windows of heaven were stopped, and the rain from heaven was restrained; 

8:3  And the waters returned from off the earth continually: and after the end of the hundred and fifty days the waters were abated. 

8:4  And the ark rested in the seventh month, on the seventeenth day of the month, upon the mountains of Ararat. 

8:5  And the waters decreased continually until the tenth month: in the tenth month, on the first day of the month, were the tops of the mountains seen.

To asswage something means to lessen it or make it to decrease.  God turned off the water taps of heaven after 40 days, then started blow drying the earth.  Chronologically speaking, Genesis 8:2 happened before verse 1.  Remember, this is God’s book and he can tell the story however, and in whatever order, he wants to.  

-After being in constant motion for five months, it must have been a strange feeling when the ark actually struck ground and stopped (vs.4).  These mountains of Ararat are located a bit north of Assyria, which would be modern day Turkey.  After the ark landed, it was another 73 days before the tops of the mountains were able to be seen.  Remember, there was about 3,856,000,000,000,000,000,000 tons of water resting on the earth after the 40 days of torrential rains.  Even with the wind of God blowing 24 hours a day/7 days a week, it took some time to asswage that water.

8:6  ¶And it came to pass at the end of forty days, that Noah opened the window of the ark which he had made: 

8:7  And he sent forth a raven, which went forth to and fro, until the waters were dried up from off the earth. 

8:8  Also he sent forth a dove from him, to see if the waters were abated from off the face of the ground; 

8:9  But the dove found no rest for the sole of her foot, and she returned unto him into the ark, for the waters were on the face of the whole earth: then he put forth his hand, and took her, and pulled her in unto him into the ark. 

8:10  And he stayed yet other seven days; and again he sent forth the dove out of the ark; 

8:11  And the dove came in to him in the evening; and, lo, in her mouth was an olive leaf pluckt off: so Noah knew that the waters were abated from off the earth. 

8:12  And he stayed yet other seven days; and sent forth the dove; which returned not again unto him any more.

The raven is an unclean bird (Lev 11:15) and is also a picture of an unclean spirit (Isa 34:11, Rev 18:2).  It gets its name from the way it eats its prey, ravenously.  The bird will tear at its food frantically until it’s finished.  The raven is sent out and never comes back.  However, the wording of vs.7 is very instructive, for it says that the raven “went forth to and fro”.  There’s another creature who goes “to and fro” in the earth and the raven no doubt is connected to him in some ways (Job 1:7, 2:2).  This bird was probably having a feast by going from corpse to corpse, picking them to pieces.  

The other bird mentioned in the passage is a dove.  The dove is used in the Bible to represent the Holy Spirit (Matt 3:16).  According to these verses, the dove is a faithful bird that gave valuable information to Noah and his family.  One could say that the dove “led” them in a proper path.  God helped Noah, through this bird, so that he could know exactly when it was okay to exit the ark.  In the New Testament, the Holy Spirit guides us into all truth (Jn 16:13).  A Christian should learn to listen and wait for the instruction of the Holy Ghost before doing anything.  

The dove didn’t find any place for the sole of her feet.  There were obviously some places she could have landed because tops of mountains could already be seen (vs.5).  However, nothing looked more appealing than her home in the ark.  After surveying the damage, the dove figured she’d be better off staying with Noah for a little bit longer.  

-Even in today’s world, a picture of a dove holding an olive leaf in its mouth is used to picture peace.  In the passage, peace is not the intended meaning of the dove bringing back the leaf.  It was simply a sign for Noah and company that the waters had abated enough so that vegetation could be growing again.    

8:13  ¶And it came to pass in the six hundredth and first year, in the first month, the first day of the month, the waters were dried up from off the earth: and Noah removed the covering of the ark, and looked, and, behold, the face of the ground was dry. 

8:14  And in the second month, on the seven and twentieth day of the month, was the earth dried. 

8:15  ¶And God spake unto Noah, saying, 

8:16  Go forth of the ark, thou, and thy wife, and thy sons, and thy sons' wives with thee. 

8:17  Bring forth with thee every living thing that is with thee, of all flesh, both of fowl, and of cattle, and of every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth; that they may breed abundantly in the earth, and be fruitful, and multiply upon the earth. 

8:18  And Noah went forth, and his sons, and his wife, and his sons' wives with him: 

8:19  Every beast, every creeping thing, and every fowl, and whatsoever creepeth upon the earth, after their kinds, went forth out of the ark. 

8:20  ¶And Noah builded an altar unto the LORD; and took of every clean beast, and of every clean fowl, and offered burnt offerings on the altar. 

8:21  And the LORD smelled a sweet savour; and the LORD said in his heart, I will not again curse the ground any more for man's sake; for the imagination of man's heart is evil from his youth; neither will I again smite any more every thing living, as I have done. 

8:22  While the earth remaineth, seedtime and harvest, and cold and heat, and summer and winter, and day and night shall not cease.
In vs.13 the face of the ground was dry, but in vs.14 the earth was dried.  That means on the first day of the first month, the earth was still “soggy” underneath, even though the outer layer of earth was dry.  Then on the 27th day of the second month, the earth was solid again, no wet or “soggy” spots anywhere, it was dry through and through. 

-Finally, after one year and ten days in the ark, Noah and his family were able to come out.  Just try to imagine living in a confined area for that amount of time.  After being around the in-laws for over a year, I’m sure these families were glad to have some time to themselves.  

-Verse 20 explains why God wanted Noah to bring along more clean animals than unclean.  The clean animals were used as sacrifices.  Had Noah been the average man in today’s world, he would have taken along just enough animals so that they could reproduce when they exited the ark; thinking that he was making a wise decision by saving space on the ark.  However, Noah obeyed God, and in so doing, not only had enough to repopulate the planet with animal life, but also had enough to offer a sweet smelling savour unto the LORD.  Many times when people make a plan, they fail to consider what it will take to please God in the matter.  They might properly estimate what they will need to satisfy themselves, but unlike Noah, they forget about pleasing the Lord.

-The promise at the end of vs.21 should be taken with Genesis 9:11.  God’s promise is that he will never again smite the earth with a flood of waters, as he did in Genesis 7.  This is important, because one day in the future, God will again smite the earth with a flood.  However, that flood will be a flood of fire, not water (2 Pet 3:10-12).  Notice also that the promise is given because man’s heart is evil from his youth.  God realized that what happened in the days preceding the flood would be repeated.  God knew that although he had punished all of mankind for their wickedness, mankind would NOT learn its lesson.  As Dr. Peter Ruckman so aptly puts it, “The only thing men learn from history is that men never learn from history.”  Instead of destroying everything with a flood of waters, God decided from that point forward that he would punish the wickedness of man in other ways.  

GENESIS 9

Genesis 9:1  ¶And God blessed Noah and his sons, and said unto them, Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth. 

9:2  And the fear of you and the dread of you shall be upon every beast of the earth, and upon every fowl of the air, upon all that moveth upon the earth, and upon all the fishes of the sea; into your hand are they delivered. 

9:3  Every moving thing that liveth shall be meat for you; even as the green herb have I given you all things. 

The same charge is given to Noah and his sons as was given to Adam concerning the replenishing of the planet.  Because the man carries the seed, it was their responsibility to cause that seed to multiply.  They were told this because they were the only men on the planet at that time, as was Adam when he received that command.  Some men still believe it is their responsibility to fulfill this charge of repopulating the planet.  If God leads a man to have several children, there’s no problem with that.  However, no one should be condemned for not having a lot of children.  God told Noah and his sons to replenish the earth, not every red-blooded male that walks on this planet.  

-Unlike in Genesis 1:28, the animals in vs.2 were fearing and dreading Noah and his family.  Before the fall, the animals didn’t fear Adam.  Rather, they submitted to him.  After the fall, there was a curse put on all the creatures (Rom 8:20-22).   Part of that curse is the fear of man.  Therefore, when a man fears another man, he’s reducing himself to the place of beast.  Before the fall, the only food that Adam ate came from the ground.  Adam wasn’t killing any beast for dinner.  Not even the animals were dying before the fall.  But directly after sin entered into the world, the first thing to die physically was an animal (Gen 3:21).  After that, the animals were used as sacrifices (Gen 4:4, 8:20).  And now, God makes an official proclamation that animals are part of the menu (able to be eaten…Gen 9:3).  It’s no wonder that the animals feared man; the man was now hunting them for dinner.

-It should also be pointed out that God told Noah he could eat “every moving thing”.  At this point in history, there were no dietary laws concerning clean and unclean animals.  After God gave the book of Leviticus to Moses, then the Jews ONLY had to abstain from unclean animals.  Then in Acts 10, God revealed to Peter that those dietary laws were no longer in effect (see also 1 Tim 4:3-5).  

9:4  But flesh with the life thereof, which is the blood thereof, shall ye not eat. 

9:5  And surely your blood of your lives will I require; at the hand of every beast will I require it, and at the hand of man; at the hand of every man's brother will I require the life of man. 

9:6  Whoso sheddeth man's blood, by man shall his blood be shed: for in the image of God made he man. 

9:7  And you, be ye fruitful, and multiply; bring forth abundantly in the earth, and multiply therein.
Verse 4 marks the first time that God gives a warning concerning blood in the Bible.  It would certainly not be his last.  God warns against the eating of blood before the law is given (Gen 9:4), during the time of the law (Lev 17:10), and after the law (Acts 15:20).  There is no time when God allows such a practice to take place.  Therefore, the Catholics have a huge problem.  They tell their people every Sunday that they have to eat the literal body and drink the literal blood of Christ.  No matter when a person has lived on this earth, such a practice is wrong and abominable in the sight of God.  

-Verses 5 and 6 give us a declaration about capital punishment or the death penalty.  In these end times, much debate is made, even among Christians, about putting someone to death for their crimes.  Anyone who can read knows exactly where God stands on the issue.  The Lord believes in having a punishment that is equal to the crime (Ex 21:23-25).  People today condemn Bible believers because we stand for the death penalty.  They say that we’re not merciful and forgiving.  In Psalms 18:25-26, David says about God, “With the merciful thou wilt shew thyself merciful; with an upright man thou wilt shew thyself upright; With the pure thou wilt shew thyself pure; and with the froward thou wilt shew thyself froward.”  If someone has taken the life of another purposely, then he should reap what he has sown.  Why should he expect mercy?  Has he shown mercy?  Even Paul, as a saved man, says in Acts 25:11, “For if I be an offender, or have committed any thing worthy of death, I refuse not to die.”  Are exceptions made? Yes, there are exceptions.  However, the rule is that if you are man enough to take a life, then you’ll have to be man enough to take the punishment that goes along with that crime; which, according to the Bible, is death!

God says that the life of a murderer can be taken by another man. This is the right process because man was made in the image of God.  God is the One who has authority to take life any times he wants to (Deut 32:39).  Therefore, when someone murders another person, he is taking upon himself the person and authority of God.  Since that man has acted blasphemously, God bestows his authority upon another man, acting on God’s behalf (somewhat like a representative), and he is allowed to kill as a means of punishment.

-At the end of vs.6, the Bible says that man was made in the image of God.  Notice that the statement is in the past tense, referring to the time of Adam’s creation.  Remember, that as of the fall, all of mankind is made in the image of Adam (Gen 5:3).

9:9  And I, behold, I establish my covenant with you, and with your seed after you; 

9:10  And with every living creature that is with you, of the fowl, of the cattle, and of every beast of the earth with you; from all that go out of the ark, to every beast of the earth. 

9:11  And I will establish my covenant with you; neither shall all flesh be cut off any more by the waters of a flood; neither shall there any more be a flood to destroy the earth. 

9:12  And God said, This is the token of the covenant which I make between me and you and every living creature that is with you, for perpetual generations: 

9:13  I do set my bow in the cloud, and it shall be for a token of a covenant between me and the earth. 

9:14  And it shall come to pass, when I bring a cloud over the earth, that the bow shall be seen in the cloud: 

9:15  And I will remember my covenant, which is between me and you and every living creature of all flesh; and the waters shall no more become a flood to destroy all flesh. 

9:16  And the bow shall be in the cloud; and I will look upon it, that I may remember the everlasting covenant between God and every living creature of all flesh that is upon the earth. 

9:17  And God said unto Noah, This is the token of the covenant, which I have established between me and all flesh that is upon the earth.

This is the second covenant in the Bible that God makes with mankind.  This is commonly called the Noahic covenant.  The token, or evidence, of this covenant is the rainbow, which still appears after rain has fallen.  Unlike some of the other covenants in the Bible, this covenant has been effective in every dispensation since it was made.  

-In vs.15, God says that he will remember his covenant when he sees the rainbow in the clouds.  This doesn’t mean that God forgets about the covenant until he sees a rainbow and then he remembers it.  The rainbow serves as a memorial.  It simply reminds God of something he already knows.  Webster’s 1828 dictionary lists one of the meanings of “remember” as: to think of or to consider something or someone.

-For comment about the waters not becoming a flood to destroy all flesh ever again, see the notes on Genesis 8:21.

9:18  ¶And the sons of Noah, that went forth of the ark, were Shem, and Ham, and Japheth: and Ham is the father of Canaan. 

9:19  These are the three sons of Noah: and of them was the whole earth overspread. 

9:20  And Noah began to be an husbandman, and he planted a vineyard: 

9:21  And he drank of the wine, and was drunken; and he was uncovered within his tent. 

9:22  And Ham, the father of Canaan, saw the nakedness of his father, and told his two brethren without. 

9:23  And Shem and Japheth took a garment, and laid it upon both their shoulders, and went backward, and covered the nakedness of their father; and their faces were backward, and they saw not their father's nakedness. 

9:24  And Noah awoke from his wine, and knew what his younger son had done unto him.

From the sons of Noah, Shem, Ham, and Japheth come forth all the people of the world.  Shem means distinguished.  Ham means hot, heat, burnt, or black.  Japheth means enlargement.  As we study these brothers, you will be able to see why their names are appropriate. 

-When Noah took the job of husbandry, he probably was not aware of the change that had taken place in the atmosphere.  Before the flood, grape juice could sit in the bottles for days and months without fermenting.  However, now that a layer of the atmosphere had been “broken up”, the same grape juice could ferment very quickly.  There is serious doubt that Noah realized he was drinking fermented wine or that he wanted to get drunk.  Nevertheless, the connection between Adam and Noah is clearly made because both men found trouble by consuming a grape, or at least the product thereof.  

-Notice in vs.21 that drunkenness and nakedness go together.  This same truth can be found in Habakkuk 2:15-16.  Even today, if a man wants to try to commit fornication with a woman, he often tries to give her alcohol.  

-In vs.22, Ham mentions to his brothers that their father was naked.  If the passage ended in vs.22, there would be no apparent problem with the actions of Ham.  However, after we arrive in vs.24, we can see that Ham did more than just see his father’s nakedness.  In vs.24, Noah realized what his younger son had DONE unto him.  How could Noah realize that his younger son had seen him?  There must have been some sort of physical evidence that Ham had violated his father.  What was done exactly, the Bible doesn’t tell us.  This omission is no doubt an act of discretion on the part of the Holy Ghost.  Some things are better left unexplained.  Nonetheless, according to Leviticus 20:11-21, there is a definite connection between seeing and uncovering someone’s nakedness and lying with that person.  Ham appears to be guilty of violating his father in that way.  If that seems like an unbelievable statement, you need to study the kind of people who were living in Sodom and Gomorrah committing homosexuality.  They were descendants of Ham (Gen 10:19-20)!

9:25  And he said, Cursed be Canaan; a servant of servants shall he be unto his brethren. 

9:26  And he said, Blessed be the LORD God of Shem; and Canaan shall be his servant. 

9:27  God shall enlarge Japheth, and he shall dwell in the tents of Shem; and Canaan shall be his servant. 

9:28  ¶And Noah lived after the flood three hundred and fifty years. 

9:29  And all the days of Noah were nine hundred and fifty years: and he died.

The question has been asked by many, “Why did Noah pronounce the curse against Canaan instead of Ham?”  The answer is found in vs.1.  Ham had already been blessed by God; therefore the curse was directed towards Canaan.  Remember also that this curse is something that affected many generations, not just the generation of the guilty party, Ham.  That could be another reason that the curse was pronounced directly towards Canaan, Ham’s seed.

-Ham is the father of all black people, which can be seen from his name (see notes on vs.18).  In Psalms 105:23, Egypt, in northern Africa, is referred to as the land of Ham.  

-A curse is given to the seed of Ham, Canaan, and he is told that he will be a servant of servants unto his brethren.  This curse is reiterated in vss.26 and 27 when Noah is giving prophetic information about his other two sons.  Many people have abused vs.25 and said that the descendants of Ham, the black race, are a lesser people because they’re only servants.  However, the text says nothing of the kind.  The Bible does NOT say that Ham’s descendants are to be mistreated, abused, oppressed, or persecuted.  It does NOT say that Ham’s people are not as intelligent as, or of lesser value than their brethren coming from Shem and Japheth.  The Bible says that Canaan would be a servant, and that’s what Ham’s seed has been ever since Genesis 9.  Even today, as a missionary living in Malawi, Africa, I can testify and say that Noah’s prophecy concerning the servitude of Ham’s descendants is accurate.  Here in Malawi, at least 95% of all businesses are owned and managed by either Asian (Shem), Indian (Shem), or white people (Japheth).  Who works for these people?  Of course, it’s the native people, the Malawians.  Many Malawians would like to change this situation and give all these businesses to their own people.  If that happens, then they’re going to be in violation of the scripture.  Let me acknowledge that there are exceptions to the rule, but the very fact that we recognize them as exceptions simply proves the rule that Canaan is a servant.

Some people also complain at this point that these verses support the idea of slavery.  When talking about this subject of slavery, one has to be very careful because there are different ideas about the word “slavery”.  Slavery is a Biblical concept.  God even made laws concerning slaves so that they would be treated fairly and properly (Ex 21:1-11,26-27, Deut 24:14-15).  Paul gives commandments to both servants and masters in the New Testament (Col 3:22-4:1, Titus 2:9-10).  Paul goes as far as to say that if any man teaches against the idea of Biblical slavery, he knows nothing (1 Tim 6:1-5)!  Now, modern-day communication such as TV, radio, and newspaper has warped the idea of slavery in everybody’s mind so that every time people hear the word “slavery”, they automatically think about black people being mistreated and abused.  There were, and still are, cases of a master abusing his servants.  In those cases, the master is to be blamed.  He’s committing a sin in the eyes of God.  However, if that master follows the scripture, then he will take care of his servant and treat that person properly.  Genesis 9:25 gives NO ONE the right to beat or abuse a black man.  In the cases where that has happened, the abusers were completely wrong and will one day answer to God for their sins.

-Noah makes a connection in vs.26 between the LORD God and his son Shem.  Shem is the father of the “yellow” people.  This group includes all the Chinese, Japanese, Indian, Jewish, Arabian, Mongolian, Nepalese, Samoan, and any other tribe that has settled in or come from the Far East at same point in time.  The Shemites are generally known for their spirituality.  All the major religions of the world have sprung forth from Shem.  Judaism, Christianity, Islam, Buddhism, and Hinduism all have Shemitic roots.  Any religion that has ever come from Japheth or Ham is completely useless (Mormonism, Jehovah Witness, Church of Christ, 7th Day Adventism, African Abraham, etc.).  The connection is made between the LORD God and Shem because through Shem and his descendants would come forth the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ.

-In vs.27, Noah prophesies that God will enlarge Japheth.  Over the last 4,000 years, history has proved Noah to have been exactly right.  Japheth represents the white man (Europe, America, Russia, etc.).  Japheth is known for his ability to make things bigger, faster, and stronger.  One can find Japheth’s fingerprints all over planes, trains, and automobiles.  Back in the 60’s, the Russians and the Americans were racing one another to see who could make it to the moon first.  The competition was not between Asians and Africans, but rather between two brothers who came from Japheth!  Since Japheth’s descendants are so concerned with transportation and going “where no man has gone before”, naturally he would go beyond his boundaries and force himself into Shem’s tents.  This was literally fulfilled about 500 years ago when the white man first started settling in America and taking the Indians (Shemites) land away.  

-Noah lived to be one of the oldest men in the Bible.  By the end of his life, he could probably tell more stories than all the other men who have ever lived upon the earth.  He was one of only 4 men who had seen life on both sides of the flood.  He was specially chosen by God to build a structure that would preserve both human and animal life.  His seed was responsible for repopulating an entire planet.  He first discovered the atmospheric change that occurred during the flood (see notes on vs.20).  He witnessed the destruction of the world and lived to tell about it.  Lest we forget, he also had 950 years worth of experience on this cursed planet.  Who else could tell such stories as Noah?

