GENESIS 10

Genesis 10:1  ¶Now these are the generations of the sons of Noah, Shem, Ham, and Japheth: and unto them were sons born after the flood. 

10:2  The sons of Japheth; Gomer, and Magog, and Madai, and Javan, and Tubal, and Meshech, and Tiras. 

10:3  And the sons of Gomer; Ashkenaz, and Riphath, and Togarmah. 

10:4  And the sons of Javan; Elishah, and Tarshish, Kittim, and Dodanim. 

10:5  By these were the isles of the Gentiles divided in their lands; every one after his tongue, after their families, in their nations.

Chapter 10 of Genesis is simply a list of names for the children of Shem, Ham, and Japheth.  Little explanation is needed for most of the verses.  However, I do want to make mention of a verse from Deuteronomy.  In Deuteronomy 32:8, the Bible says, “When the most High divided to the nations their inheritance, when he separated the sons of Adam, he set the bounds of the people according to the number of the children of Israel.”  This shows that just like God gave Israel a specific inheritance and boundaries between their tribes, the Gentiles also have a similar situation.  There are 12 tribes of Israel and therefore we can assume there are 12 divisions or boundaries among the Gentiles.  Where these boundaries are is simply guesswork on anybody’s behalf.  The Bible simply doesn’t tell us where God drew the lines.  Nevertheless, as Genesis 10 explains to us, the different groups found amongst the Gentile people have been “divided in their lands; every one after his tongue, after their families, in their nations.” (vs.5, see also Acts 17:26).

-Upon examination of a map, we can see that certain areas or cities have been named after the people who settled there.  These sons of Japheth apparently traveled northward and westward in reference to land of Israel.

-It’s also important to realize that the information in Genesis 10 is a complete analysis of what happened both before and after the events of Genesis 11.  Before Genesis 11 and the confusion at the tower of Babel, there was only one language.  However, vs.5 indicates that there are various tongues for various groups of people.  That means that God gave us all the information about the seed of Shem, Ham, and Japheth in chapter 10.  And then, in chapter 11, God gave us an important event that affected all of the people mentioned in the previous chapter.

10:6  ¶And the sons of Ham; Cush, and Mizraim, and Phut, and Canaan. 

10:7  And the sons of Cush; Seba, and Havilah, and Sabtah, and Raamah, and Sabtecha: and the sons of Raamah; Sheba, and Dedan. 

10:8  And Cush begat Nimrod: he began to be a mighty one in the earth. 

10:9  He was a mighty hunter before the LORD: wherefore it is said, Even as Nimrod the mighty hunter before the LORD. 

10:10  And the beginning of his kingdom was Babel, and Erech, and Accad, and Calneh, in the land of Shinar. 

10:11  Out of that land went forth Asshur, and builded Nineveh, and the city Rehoboth, and Calah, 

10:12  And Resen between Nineveh and Calah: the same is a great city. 

10:13  And Mizraim begat Ludim, and Anamim, and Lehabim, and Naphtuhim, 

10:14  And Pathrusim, and Casluhim, (out of whom came Philistim,) and Caphtorim. 

10:15  ¶And Canaan begat Sidon his firstborn, and Heth, 

10:16  And the Jebusite, and the Amorite, and the Girgasite, 

10:17  And the Hivite, and the Arkite, and the Sinite, 

10:18  And the Arvadite, and the Zemarite, and the Hamathite: and afterward were the families of the Canaanites spread abroad. 

10:19  And the border of the Canaanites was from Sidon, as thou comest to Gerar, unto Gaza; as thou goest, unto Sodom, and Gomorrah, and Admah, and Zeboim, even unto Lasha. 

10:20  These are the sons of Ham, after their families, after their tongues, in their countries, and in their nations.

After looking at a map, one can see that the sons of Ham traveled southward towards Africa.    If you carefully study each name listed and find its corresponding city on a map, you’ll notice that not all of Ham’s children went directly to Africa.  As can be seen in the passage, the sons of Canaan were living in the present day land of Israel, and hence the name “land of Canaan” was given to that land originally.  In vs.10, Nimrod established several places in present day Iraq, otherwise known as Babylon.  Some people might consider this as proof that the children of Ham are not Africans.  However, one must not forget that the children of Canaan were eventually slaughtered and their land given to the Jews.  If they had been living in a different place, that might not have happened.  With the case of Nimrod, he came from Cush, and Cush is the modern-day country of Ethiopia, which is in northern Africa.  Therefore, it might be true that a few of the children of Ham went a bit off course for a while, but eventually God put everyone in their “boundaries”.  

-In vss.8-9, Nimrod is said to be a mighty hunter before the LORD.  This is NOT reference to his ability to hunt any kind of animal, but rather men.  He became the first king to reign over the Babylonian territory, hence making him a picture of the antichrist.  His name means “rebel” or “panther”.  Since the number in the Bible which represents rebellion is the number 13, it’s only fitting that Nimrod is 13 generations from Adam.  It would be no stretch of the imagination to believe that Nimrod was the king who controlled the building of the tower of Babel.  

10:21  ¶Unto Shem also, the father of all the children of Eber, the brother of Japheth the elder, even to him were children born. 

10:22  The children of Shem; Elam, and Asshur, and Arphaxad, and Lud, and Aram. 

10:23  And the children of Aram; Uz, and Hul, and Gether, and Mash. 

10:24  And Arphaxad begat Salah; and Salah begat Eber. 

10:25  And unto Eber were born two sons: the name of one was Peleg; for in his days was the earth divided; and his brother's name was Joktan. 

10:26  And Joktan begat Almodad, and Sheleph, and Hazarmaveth, and Jerah, 

10:27  And Hadoram, and Uzal, and Diklah, 

10:28  And Obal, and Abimael, and Sheba, 

10:29  And Ophir, and Havilah, and Jobab: all these were the sons of Joktan. 

10:30  And their dwelling was from Mesha, as thou goest unto Sephar a mount of the east. 

10:31  These are the sons of Shem, after their families, after their tongues, in their lands, after their nations. 

10:32  These are the families of the sons of Noah, after their generations, in their nations: and by these were the nations divided in the earth after the flood.

As noted in vs.30, the children of Shem settled eastward in relation to the land of Israel.  The Shemites include any and all of the Oriental cultures (Jewish, Arabic, Chinese, Japanese, Korean, Indian, Vietnamese, etc.).  

-The name Peleg from vs.25 means “divided” and he was undoubtedly given that name due to the events happening during his time.  Many people say that vs.25 is talking about the “continental drift”.  The continental drift is supposedly a time when the continents broke apart and floated a good distance away from one another, finally settling as you see them on a map today.  If you look at a map as one would look at a puzzle, you can see that South America might fit into the west coast of Africa.  It could also be possible that America and Europe could be fitted together.  However, just because these shapes appear to fit together nicely does not prove that the continents were together at one time.  The more likely explanation for the phrase “for in his days the earth was divided” is that during the time of Peleg the inheritances of the Gentiles were given by God according to Deuteronomy 32:8 (see notes on Genesis 10:1).  If this is so, then it indicates that Peleg was alive during the time of the building of the tower of Babel.  

GENESIS 11

Genesis 11:1  ¶And the whole earth was of one language, and of one speech. 

11:2  And it came to pass, as they journeyed from the east, that they found a plain in the land of Shinar; and they dwelt there. 

11:3  And they said one to another, Go to, let us make brick, and burn them throughly. And they had brick for stone, and slime had they for morter. 

11:4  And they said, Go to, let us build us a city and a tower, whose top may reach unto heaven; and let us make us a name, lest we be scattered abroad upon the face of the whole earth.

The land of Shinar is found between the Tigris and Euphrates rivers, otherwise known as Mesopotamia.  This land of Shinar is mentioned many other times in the scripture, but usually is called Babylon.  In the world today, this area is Iraq.  

-The desire of the people at that time was to build a city and a tower to be used as a “headquarters” so to speak.  They wanted to form their own organization and give themselves a name so that everyone would stay connected in some way.  This pattern is carried out by men even today.  In an effort to promote unity among church members, many churches form a “headquarters:” and then give themselves a distinctive name to differentiate them from other organizations.  When someone joins that particular church, then they are expected to follow that church’s rules which are laid down by the headquarters.  Let me point out here that God never told any church in the New Testament to have an arrangement like that.  In the New Testament, unity is preserved by following the Spirit of God (Eph 4:3) and by everyone having the same final authority, more specifically, the scriptures (1 Thes 2:13, 2 Tim 3:16, Acts 20:32).  

-The desire of these “Babel builders” was to reach unto heaven.  Several scholars change the text in the verse because they simply can’t believe that anyone could build a building that would reach all the way to God in heaven.  What they forget is that there are three heavens, not just one!  To have a building reach the entire distance to the third heaven would be a bit far fetched.  However, to build something that might be able to reach to the area where the birds fly (the first heaven) is very possible indeed.  

11:5  ¶And the LORD came down to see the city and the tower, which the children of men builded. 

11:6  And the LORD said, Behold, the people is one, and they have all one language; and this they begin to do: and now nothing will be restrained from them, which they have imagined to do. 

11:7  Go to, let us go down, and there confound their language, that they may not understand one another's speech. 

11:8  So the LORD scattered them abroad from thence upon the face of all the earth: and they left off to build the city. 

11:9  Therefore is the name of it called Babel; because the LORD did there confound the language of all the earth: and from thence did the LORD scatter them abroad upon the face of all the earth.
Many people have a problem with vs.5, saying that if the LORD is the true God, why would he need to come down from heaven to see what these people were doing?  If he’s really God, then he should have all knowledge and not need to examine anything with a closer look.  The people who make such an argument based on this verse, and verses like this, are adding to the text in order to make their accusations.  Where does the Bible say that the LORD needed to come down in order to know what was happening?  People assume that because the LORD came down, that means that he had to do so in order to see the work of the children of men.  God came down simply because he wanted to, not because of some lack of power or knowledge.  

God used Moses to lead the people of Israel out of Egypt.  Does that mean that God was too weak to do it himself?  Did God need Moses’ help in order to complete the task?  Of course not; that’s simply the way God wanted to do it.  The very fact that God does what he wants in the way he wants to do it proves that he is God.  It’s very possible that God came down simply to test people; to see if they would doubt his power and knowledge.  If that’s the case, then many people have failed the test!

-The LORD admits in vs.6 that those people would have accomplished their goal if the LORD would not have stopped them.  Notice where they derived their power from.  Their power was in their unity.  Because these people were all speaking the same language and they were all working together, nothing was restrained from them.  In other words, all their goals were achievable.  Wouldn’t it be great if Christians could learn this lesson?  We’d get a lot more done for God without the constant murmuring and disputing that goes on amongst the members of the body of Christ (Phil 2:14).

-This tower gets its name from the intervention of God in their building project.  Babel means confusion, which is exactly what those folks had after God introduced hundreds of dozens of new languages all at one time.  Why any saved person in the New Testament would think that speaking in some mysterious language, which no one can understand, is a good thing, is beyond my understanding.  

After the people started using the different languages, they also started breaking off into smaller clans or tribes based upon who could understand their speech.  

11:10  ¶These are the generations of Shem: Shem was an hundred years old, and begat Arphaxad two years after the flood: 

11:11  And Shem lived after he begat Arphaxad five hundred years, and begat sons and daughters. 

11:12  And Arphaxad lived five and thirty years, and begat Salah: 

11:13  And Arphaxad lived after he begat Salah four hundred and three years, and begat sons and daughters. 

11:14  And Salah lived thirty years, and begat Eber: 

11:15  And Salah lived after he begat Eber four hundred and three years, and begat sons and daughters. 

11:16  And Eber lived four and thirty years, and begat Peleg: 

11:17  And Eber lived after he begat Peleg four hundred and thirty years, and begat sons and daughters. 

11:18  And Peleg lived thirty years, and begat Reu: 

11:19  And Peleg lived after he begat Reu two hundred and nine years, and begat sons and daughters. 

11:20  And Reu lived two and thirty years, and begat Serug: 

11:21  And Reu lived after he begat Serug two hundred and seven years, and begat sons and daughters. 

11:22  And Serug lived thirty years, and begat Nahor: 

11:23  And Serug lived after he begat Nahor two hundred years, and begat sons and daughters. 

11:24  And Nahor lived nine and twenty years, and begat Terah: 

11:25  And Nahor lived after he begat Terah an hundred and nineteen years, and begat sons and daughters. 

11:26  And Terah lived seventy years, and begat Abram, Nahor, and Haran.

11:27  ¶Now these are the generations of Terah: Terah begat Abram, Nahor, and Haran; and Haran begat Lot. 

11:28  And Haran died before his father Terah in the land of his nativity, in Ur of the Chaldees. 

11:29  And Abram and Nahor took them wives: the name of Abram's wife was Sarai; and the name of Nahor's wife, Milcah, the daughter of Haran, the father of Milcah, and the father of Iscah. 

11:30  But Sarai was barren; she had no child. 

11:31  And Terah took Abram his son, and Lot the son of Haran his son's son, and Sarai his daughter in law, his son Abram's wife; and they went forth with them from Ur of the Chaldees, to go into the land of Canaan; and they came unto Haran, and dwelt there. 

11:32  And the days of Terah were two hundred and five years: and Terah died in Haran.

Here we have the genealogy coming from Shem to Abram, the father of Isaac and grandfather to Jacob.  Keep in mind that the Bible is a history book.  More specifically, it’s a Jewish history book (Rom 3:2).  The Bible tells us where the Jews came from, what has happened to them throughout history, what will happen to them in the future, what happens to Gentiles who mistreat the Jews, what happens to people who bless the Jews, and then tells us the eternal condition of the Jews.  Therefore, as we progress in the Bible, it’s no surprise to see God narrowing down the information therein to his chosen people.

-The scripture points out that Sarai was barren.  Sarai is the first of seven women mentioned in the Bible as barren.  What’s interesting is that all seven of these barren women end up having children who are somehow types of Christ.

Barren Woman






Offspring
1) 
      Sarah






   Isaac

2) 
    Rebekah






   Jacob

3) 
     Rachel






  Joseph

4) 
    Hannah






  Samuel

5)         Manoah’s wife






  Samson

6) 
The Shunamite





child dies and is resurrected

7) 
    Elizabeth





          John the Baptist

Isaac is a strong type of Christ, Jacob’s other name is Israel, which means “prince of God”, Joseph is the greatest type of Christ in the Bible, Samuel pictures Christ as a priestly prophet, Samson is used of God to deliver Israel, the Shunamite’s child dies and is resurrected by Elisha, and people thought John the Baptist was the Christ.

-As can be seen in vs.31, Terah took his family on a journey which began in Ur of the Chaldees and ended for Terah in Haran by means of death (vs.32).  As we’ll see in Genesis 12:1, God told Abram to leave his country ALONE.  However, as it is clearly stated in Genesis 11:31, Abram didn’t obey God completely.  Abram left his homeland but he didn’t leave his kindred or his father’s house like he was supposed to.  It is not known whether or not Terah died as a punishment to Abram for not completely obeying the Lord, nevertheless, it’s a good reminder that God comes before family.

GENESIS 12
Genesis 12:1  ¶Now the LORD had said unto Abram, Get thee out of thy country, and from thy kindred, and from thy father's house, unto a land that I will shew thee: 

12:2  And I will make of thee a great nation, and I will bless thee, and make thy name great; and thou shalt be a blessing: 

12:3  And I will bless them that bless thee, and curse him that curseth thee: and in thee shall all families of the earth be blessed.

The past tense in the phrase “Now the LORD had said unto Abram…” shows that Genesis 11:31-32 happened after the commission given in Genesis 12:1.  When comparing vs.1 with the information found in Genesis 11:31, it looks as if Abram got the commandment from God to go to a new place, and then afterwards was invited by his father to take a journey with the rest of the family to go to the land of Canaan.  The Bible says in Hebrews 11:8, “By faith Abraham, when he was called to go out into a place which he should after receive for an inheritance, obeyed; and he went out, not knowing whither he went.”  As you can see, Abram went out “not knowing wither he went” meaning he didn’t realize that the land of Canaan was the final destination of God’s choosing.  So Abram obeyed in that he went on the journey not knowing that Canaan was the inheritance he was supposed to receive.  

-Before Abram ever took the journey, God revealed to him that a great nation would come forth from him.  Notice that the nation mentioned in the verse is singular.  By saying that he was going to make a great nation come from Abram, we realize that God’s original plan was to bring forth Isaac, then Jacob, then the twelve tribes and make one great nation.  However, because Abram became impatient, he took the foolish advice of his barren wife Sarah, and went in unto Hagar.  In so doing, Abram ruined God’s original plan.  God still made a great nation come forth from Abram, however, due to Abram’s impatience, now he is the father of many nations (Gen 17:20, 21:8, 25:6).

-Verse 3 is one of the most important verses in the Bible.  Verse 3 is a promise which originated with Abram, but then is passed down to Isaac (Gen 26:3-4), then to Jacob (Gen 27:29), then to the twelve tribes (Num 24:9).  This promise is not effected by nationality, race, gender, age, government, dispensation, or any thing else.  God has honored this promise ever since he made it, and will continue to do so until time is no more.  The rise and fall of many nations has depended upon their treatment of the Jews.  Simply look at the countries which persecuted or abused the Jewish people.  How are they doing today?  Look at the countries that have blessed Israel.  How are they doing today?  Egypt oppressed Israel, so God plagued them and killed all their firstborn children.  Babylon destroyed Jerusalem and abused the people, so eventually God punished them and made their kingdom to fall.  Rome destroyed Israel in 70 A.D., so God had to destroy Rome a few centuries later.  England was a friend to Israel for some time before World War I, but after the war, England turned her back on the Jews, and down went England.  Russia persecuted the Jews for some time, and down went Russia.  Germany tried to completely exterminate the Jews in World War II, so God destroyed their plans and that country has never recovered.  At the time of this writing, America is still considered an ally of the nation of Israel.  How is America doing today?  Presently, she’s doing okay from a carnal point of view.  But when America turns her back on Israel, there won’t be planes, bombs, soldiers, or money to keep God from bringing America down.  

-Through Abraham, all the families of the earth are blessed.  This part of the promise is where a humble Gentile can get in.  Some Gentiles are either too proud or too filled with hatred for God’s chosen people to benefit from the blessings that come from Abraham and his seed.  Through Abraham, we have salvation (John 4:22).  Through Abraham, we also get our Saviour (Mt 1:1).  Through Abraham, we have the scriptures (Rom 3:2).  Just those things by themselves can profit any man on the face of the earth more than everything else put together.  That brief list doesn’t include the many discoveries and inventions that have been done by one of the physical children of Abraham, which have made our daily lives more comfortable or easier.  

12:4  So Abram departed, as the LORD had spoken unto him; and Lot went with him: and Abram was seventy and five years old when he departed out of Haran. 

12:5  And Abram took Sarai his wife, and Lot his brother's son, and all their substance that they had gathered, and the souls that they had gotten in Haran; and they went forth to go into the land of Canaan; and into the land of Canaan they came. 

12:6  ¶And Abram passed through the land unto the place of Sichem, unto the plain of Moreh. And the Canaanite was then in the land. 

12:7  And the LORD appeared unto Abram, and said, Unto thy seed will I give this land: and there builded he an altar unto the LORD, who appeared unto him. 

12:8  And he removed from thence unto a mountain on the east of Bethel, and pitched his tent, having Bethel on the west, and Hai on the east: and there he builded an altar unto the LORD, and called upon the name of the LORD. 

12:9  And Abram journeyed, going on still toward the south.
In vs.4, Abram is going out of Haran after burying his father there.  This of course, is not exactly what God had intended.  While Abram was still in Mesopotamia, God told him that he should leave his kindred and his father’s house.  After Abram’s disobedience he witnesses his father’s death in the midst of their journey, and then also gets stuck with Lot who proved himself to be a horrible burden in several ways.  The lesson we should learn is that we should do what God says, when and how he tells us to do it.  

-The place of Sichem is the same as the land of Shechem, as we will find it in Genesis 34.  The place of Sichem unto the plain of Moreh is located almost in the middle of the land of Canaan.  In vs.8, Abram keeps moving and goes to the east of Bethel, which is a bit southeast of his first resting place. 

-In vs.7, God gives Abram another promise, but this time the LORD included Abram’s seed.  In vss.2-3, God only spoke about Abram.  The seed referred to here is not Jesus Christ.  Many so called “theologians” try to spiritualize all of these promises in order to steal the blessings bestowed upon the physical, literal nation of Israel.  They say that anyone who is in Christ is part of “Abraham’s seed” and therefore saved people in the church age are entitled to all of the promises given to the physical children of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.  Any saved person is connected to Abraham spiritually (Gal 3:7,29).  In light of this truth, you have to remember that if any man be in Christ, he is neither Jew nor Greek!  Just because you’re saved does NOT mean that you are a Jew!  Therefore, you’d better be careful before you start stealing the promises given to Abraham’s physical seed.

For notes on why a singular “seed” is mentioned in vs.7, see the information under Genesis 12:2.

12:10  ¶And there was a famine in the land: and Abram went down into Egypt to sojourn there; for the famine was grievous in the land. 

12:11  And it came to pass, when he was come near to enter into Egypt, that he said unto Sarai his wife, Behold now, I know that thou art a fair woman to look upon: 

12:12  Therefore it shall come to pass, when the Egyptians shall see thee, that they shall say, This is his wife: and they will kill me, but they will save thee alive. 

12:13  Say, I pray thee, thou art my sister: that it may be well with me for thy sake; and my soul shall live because of thee. 

12:14  ¶And it came to pass, that, when Abram was come into Egypt, the Egyptians beheld the woman that she was very fair. 

12:15  The princes also of Pharaoh saw her, and commended her before Pharaoh: and the woman was taken into Pharaoh's house. 

12:16  And he entreated Abram well for her sake: and he had sheep, and oxen, and he asses, and menservants, and maidservants, and she asses, and camels. 

12:17  And the LORD plagued Pharaoh and his house with great plagues because of Sarai Abram's wife. 

12:18  And Pharaoh called Abram, and said, What is this that thou hast done unto me? why didst thou not tell me that she was thy wife? 

12:19  Why saidst thou, She is my sister? so I might have taken her to me to wife: now therefore behold thy wife, take her, and go thy way. 

12:20  And Pharaoh commanded his men concerning him: and they sent him away, and his wife, and all that he had.
When the grievous famine hits the land of Canaan, instead of asking God what to do, Abram takes matters into his own hands and runs to Egypt.  It’s quite clear throughout the word of God that Egypt is a picture of the world.  So what we have here is a man who is called by God, who gets worried when things get rough, and depends on the world for help rather than God.  Abram compounded the problem when, instead of being honest and trusting God to protect them, he chose to lie and lean on his own wisdom to save him.

-Abram’s deceit is not unfounded.  He had a good reason for thinking the Egyptians would both kill him and take his wife.  According to Leviticus 18, the Egyptians had several problems with sexual matters (Lev 18:3).  Stealing a woman by means of murder wouldn’t have been an issue for the Egyptian men.  

-When Abram and Sarai arrive in Egypt in vs.14, you can see that the Egyptian men’s interest was immediately caught up in Sarai and her beauty.  The Bible says that the Egyptians thought she was very fair.  Now that’s worth noticing, because in vs.11, Abram only said that she was fair.  He left out the “very” part. This is a common problem that occurs after a man and a woman have been together some time.  The man many times will not appreciate the good wife that he has.  If you don’t appreciate your wife, someone else will!

-In vs.16, in spite of Abram’s lack of faith and deceitful practices, God is increasing Abram.  This is nothing more than grace and mercy at it’s finest.  God should have punished Abram, but rather he plagued the Egyptians.  Abram didn’t deserve any kind of rewards or blessings, but he found them abundantly.  The same is true even for us as children of God.  Each day, we give God a multitude of reasons why he should kill us and take us home to heaven before our time, but he shows us mercy.  There’s no reason he should take care of us on a daily basis, both physically and spiritually, but he does.  

-Pharaoh was at least wise enough to know when God was punishing him (vss.17-20).  A lot of saved people don’t even realize when the chastisement of the Lord is upon them.  Pharaoh revenges his mistakes and sends Abram away a very rich man (Gen 13:2).

GENESIS 13

Genesis 13:1  ¶And Abram went up out of Egypt, he, and his wife, and all that he had, and Lot with him, into the south. 

13:2  And Abram was very rich in cattle, in silver, and in gold. 

13:3  And he went on his journeys from the south even to Bethel, unto the place where his tent had been at the beginning, between Bethel and Hai; 

13:4  Unto the place of the altar, which he had made there at the first: and there Abram called on the name of the LORD.

There’s nothing really deep about the passage.  There is however a profitable lesson we can learn from what Abram did here.  When he wanted to come back to God, he had to go right back to where he last met with him, at the altar.  Abram built no altars in Egypt.  That shows us that he was lacking communion with God during his time there.  After a time in the “world”, the first thing Abram did is restore his prayer life and begin communicating with God again.  This is good advice for any child of God who has moved away from the LORD in any degree.

13:5  ¶And Lot also, which went with Abram, had flocks, and herds, and tents. 

13:6  And the land was not able to bear them, that they might dwell together: for their substance was great, so that they could not dwell together. 

13:7  And there was a strife between the herdmen of Abram's cattle and the herdmen of Lot's cattle: and the Canaanite and the Perizzite dwelled then in the land. 

13:8  And Abram said unto Lot, Let there be no strife, I pray thee, between me and thee, and between my herdmen and thy herdmen; for we be brethren. 

13:9  Is not the whole land before thee? separate thyself, I pray thee, from me: if thou wilt take the left hand, then I will go to the right; or if thou depart to the right hand, then I will go to the left.
Now Abram begins to see why God told him to forsake his kindred.  Lot isn’t necessarily doing anything sinful in this particular passage, but his presence alone is making things difficult for Abram.  Many times “family” will do this for a person trying to serve God.  Maybe your mother, father, brother, sister, uncle, or aunt have good intentions. No doubt, they’re not trying to bother anyone.  But because they won’t leave you alone, they make it hard for you to dedicate your time to the Lord like you want to do.  That’s why Jesus said, “If any man come to me, and hate not his father, and mother, and wife, and children, and brethren, and sisters, and his own life also, he cannot be my disciple.” (Luke 14:26)  When you tell that particular relative, “I’m sorry, but I can’t do this or that for you.  I’m too busy trying to take care of the things which God wants me to do.”, many times that relative won’t understand and will think that you hate him or her because of your decision.  Like Abram, you’ll have to learn how to forsake your kindred in order to fulfill the will of God.  

-Abram handles the situation very nicely and ends the strife by offering Lot his choice of land.  Again, New Testament Christians could learn a valuable lesson from what Abram is doing here.  Instead of being greedy and keeping all the land to himself, he kindly allows Lot to choose whatever land he wants.  The next time there is strife between you and another brother or sister in Christ, why not try being kind to that person? (Rom 12:21)  I think you’ll find that the strife will soon pass if you’ll humble yourself and walk in the steps of Abram.

13:10  ¶And Lot lifted up his eyes, and beheld all the plain of Jordan, that it was well watered every where, before the LORD destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah, even as the garden of the LORD, like the land of Egypt, as thou comest unto Zoar. 

13:11  Then Lot chose him all the plain of Jordan; and Lot journeyed east: and they separated themselves the one from the other. 

13:12  Abram dwelled in the land of Canaan, and Lot dwelled in the cities of the plain, and pitched his tent toward Sodom. 

13:13  But the men of Sodom were wicked and sinners before the LORD exceedingly.
It’s important to recognize what the Bible does NOT say at this point.  No where in the passage do you see where Lot prayed about this decision.  Lot simply followed the lust of his eyes.  How many times have we made a decision based only upon what we could see with our eyes?  How quickly we forget that God can see what we cannot and therefore he can advise us completely on any situation!  God rebuked Israel in Jeremiah 22:17 by saying, “But thine eyes and thine heart are not but for thy covetousness…”  That properly describes Lot’s problem here as well.  

Many Christians will move to a new location based upon their financial situation.  If they can make more money in a different place, they’ll move without first praying so that they can know what the will of God truly is.  Many Christians will move to a new place without first checking to see if there is a good church there.  Many of our decisions are based upon our own pleasure instead of God’s!

The Bible says in vs.11 that Lot journeyed east.  If you study the Bible carefully, you’ll recognize that any time someone moves from west to east, they’re making a mistake.  The same thing applies to history in general.  God told Abram to leave his country and go from east to west.  When God told the children of Israel to set up the tabernacle, he told them to make the door point towards the east.  That way when the high priest enters in, he’s going east to west.  When Joshua brought the children of Israel into the Promised Land, they all came from east to west.  Even the sun runs its race starting in the east and ending in the west.  When Israel went into captivity, they went from west to east, showing that they were moving against the will of God.  When God regathered them, he brought them back from east to west.  

History began in the garden of Eden, probably modern day Kuwait.  From there, the focal point of history then moved west and came to the land of Canaan.  After that, the focal point of history moved to Babylon, then Media and Persia, then Greece, then Rome.  Look at the map and you’ll see the progression of these countries is from east to west.  After Rome ruled for a number of years, the focal point of history continued moving northward and westward through Europe until eventually it ended up in America (to the west of Europe).  The focal point is moving again, and has almost made its way back to where it began.  You can pick up any newspaper in the world, or listen to any radio station you want, and with time you’ll hear or read something that has to do with the Middle East.  That’s because history has almost made a complete circle from east to west.  When Jesus comes back to sit on his throne in Jerusalem, the circle of history will be complete.  

-We’ll cover the details surrounding Sodom and Gomorrah extensively in chapter 19.  

13:14  ¶And the LORD said unto Abram, after that Lot was separated from him, Lift up now thine eyes, and look from the place where thou art northward, and southward, and eastward, and westward: 

13:15  For all the land which thou seest, to thee will I give it, and to thy seed for ever. 

13:16  And I will make thy seed as the dust of the earth: so that if a man can number the dust of the earth, then shall thy seed also be numbered. 

13:17  Arise, walk through the land in the length of it and in the breadth of it; for I will give it unto thee. 

13:18  Then Abram removed his tent, and came and dwelt in the plain of Mamre, which is in Hebron, and built there an altar unto the LORD.

In these verses, God is elaborating on some promises that he has already given to Abram.  In Genesis 12:7, God promised to give Abram the land of Canaan.  In vss. 14 and 15, God is both emphasizing and reminding Abram of that promise by telling him that everything he can see will one day be his and his seed’s.  In Genesis 12:2, God told Abram that he would make of him a great nation.  That promise is explained in greater detail in vs.16.  

-Apparently, Abram learned the importance of the altar.  That altar represented Abram’s communion with the LORD.  When Abram journeyed into Egypt, he built no altar.  Afterward when Abram journeyed, it appears that the first thing he did when he arrived in the new place was build an altar so that he and the LORD could fellowship.  That is a good practical lesson for any child of God.  Anywhere you go, you should be trying to commune with the Holy Ghost (2 Cor 13:14).  

GENESIS 14
Genesis 14:1  ¶And it came to pass in the days of Amraphel king of Shinar, Arioch king of Ellasar, Chedorlaomer king of Elam, and Tidal king of nations; 

14:2  That these made war with Bera king of Sodom, and with Birsha king of Gomorrah, Shinab king of Admah, and Shemeber king of Zeboiim, and the king of Bela, which is Zoar. 

14:3  All these were joined together in the vale of Siddim, which is the salt sea. 

14:4  Twelve years they served Chedorlaomer, and in the thirteenth year they rebelled. 

14:5  And in the fourteenth year came Chedorlaomer, and the kings that were with him, and smote the Rephaims in Ashteroth Karnaim, and the Zuzims in Ham, and the Emims in Shaveh Kiriathaim, 

14:6  And the Horites in their mount Seir, unto Elparan, which is by the wilderness. 

14:7 And they returned, and came to Enmishpat, which is Kadesh, and smote all the country of the Amalekites, and also the Amorites, that dwelt in Hazezontamar. 

14:8  And there went out the king of Sodom, and the king of Gomorrah, and the king of Admah, and the king of Zeboiim, and the king of Bela (the same is Zoar;) and they joined battle with them in the vale of Siddim; 

14:9  With Chedorlaomer the king of Elam, and with Tidal king of nations, and Amraphel king of Shinar, and Arioch king of Ellasar; four kings with five. 

14:10  And the vale of Siddim was full of slimepits; and the kings of Sodom and Gomorrah fled, and fell there; and they that remained fled to the mountain. 

14:11  And they took all the goods of Sodom and Gomorrah, and all their victuals, and went their way. 

14:12  And they took Lot, Abram's brother's son, who dwelt in Sodom, and his goods, and departed.

All of the kings mentioned in vs.1 are found near Babylon or present day Iraq.  These are making war with five kings which were formerly located where the Dead Sea is presently found.  The five territories mentioned in vs.2 are also referred to in Genesis 19:29, Deuteronomy 29:23, and Jude 7 as the places which God destroyed with fire and brimstone.  Due to a rebellion (vs.4), the four countries (vs.1) attacked some neighboring cities of the five kings (vss.5-7).  Because of this attack, the five king alliance came out to the vale of Siddim in order to defend their neighbors and their own land (vss. 3 and 8).  The battle goes poorly for the group of five kings and they ended up fleeing away (vs.10) and are eventually spoiled by their enemies (vs.11).

-The first mention of the word “thirteen” is found in vs.4.  Clearly, the number 13 is connected to rebellion.  This is true not only here in Genesis 14, but throughout the word of God and in many other instances of history.  The number 13 has been thought to bring bad luck and disaster, and for good reason.  There are many examples of this which I won’t list here; many of which are found in western culture.  The fear of the number 13 is so prominent, that doctors have given that fear its own name being, “triskaidekaphobia”.  

-The Bible mentions the “salt sea” in vs.3.  Some have a problem with this because the salt sea wasn’t there when this battle took place.  However, you must remember that Moses is writing this book with knowledge of what was there both before and after he wrote.  The salt sea was formed as a result of God’s judgment upon Sodom and Gomorrah and the neighboring cities.  It is 1,300 feet below sea level, 73 kilometers long, 16 kilometers wide, and has eight times as much salt as the ENTIRE Atlantic Ocean.  Therefore, it’s properly called the salt sea.  At other times it is also referred to as the Dead Sea because of God’s wrath which was manifested there.

14:13  ¶And there came one that had escaped, and told Abram the Hebrew; for he dwelt in the plain of Mamre the Amorite, brother of Eshcol, and brother of Aner: and these were confederate with Abram. 

14:14  And when Abram heard that his brother was taken captive, he armed his trained servants, born in his own house, three hundred and eighteen, and pursued them unto Dan. 

14:15  And he divided himself against them, he and his servants, by night, and smote them, and pursued them unto Hobah, which is on the left hand of Damascus. 

14:16  And he brought back all the goods, and also brought again his brother Lot, and his goods, and the women also, and the people.
Even though Abram had trouble with “the brethren” (Lot…see Gen 13:8), he was still willing to restore such an one and help recover him out of the snare of the enemy (Gal 6:1, 2 Tim 2:24-26).  Lot had made a decision, based on the lusts of his eyes, to stay in Sodom, and now he’s reaping corruption for that mistake.  

-Again, people have a problem with the scripture mentioning the land of Dan in vs.14.  They argue that there’s no way that anyone knew where the land of Dan was at this time because there was no land of Dan!  Dan isn’t even born yet and Dan’s seed does not get their land until the book of Joshua.  Obviously, Moses being the author of this book explains why there are references to things which have yet to be formed.  However, Moses didn’t give the tribe of Dan their inheritance, so how did Moses know where the land of Dan was?  It would have been very simple for God to reveal to Moses the name of this place just as he had revealed the creation of the world and its surrounding stories to him.  According to Deuteronomy 34:1, the LORD showed Moses all the land of Gilead unto Dan.  This is taking place right before Moses dies, however it could indicate that the LORD had already revealed the location of Israel’s inheritance to Moses.  Some have even implied that Joshua might have done some editing work.  Because Joshua would have had a more perfect knowledge about the land given to Israel, he would have been the right man for the editing job…if in fact that happened.

14:17  ¶And the king of Sodom went out to meet him after his return from the slaughter of Chedorlaomer, and of the kings that were with him, at the valley of Shaveh, which is the king's dale. 

14:18  And Melchizedek king of Salem brought forth bread and wine: and he was the priest of the most high God. 

14:19  And he blessed him, and said, Blessed be Abram of the most high God, possessor of heaven and earth: 

14:20  And blessed be the most high God, which hath delivered thine enemies into thy hand. And he gave him tithes of all.

This passage offers the only history we have of God’s priest, Melchizedek.  In Hebrews 7, a summary of Melchizedek’s life is given.  However, that information is a summary of what is mentioned, and not mentioned, here in Genesis 14:17-20.  He is said to be the king of Salem, which is what we would call Jeru-salem now.  This Melchizedek is a strong type of Christ, as we are told in Hebrews 7:3, “…made like unto the Son of God…”  He is a prophet, priest, and king, exactly as Christ is.  Regardless of what can be said here, the best commentary about this passage has already been written in Hebrews 7.

14:21  ¶And the king of Sodom said unto Abram, Give me the persons, and take the goods to thyself. 

14:22  And Abram said to the king of Sodom, I have lift up mine hand unto the LORD, the most high God, the possessor of heaven and earth, 

14:23  That I will not take from a thread even to a shoelatchet, and that I will not take any thing that is thine, lest thou shouldest say, I have made Abram rich: 

14:24  Save only that which the young men have eaten, and the portion of the men which went with me, Aner, Eshcol, and Mamre; let them take their portion.

The king of Sodom is trying to show his appreciation for Abram’s help, but Abram doesn’t care at all about this king.  Abram has just been told by Melchizedek that he is blessed of the most high God.  If Abram would have taken anything from this king, then in the future that king might have been able to say that he was partially responsible for Abram’s wealth and success.  However, Abram would rather be a poor man than make any kind of friendship or alliance with this heathen king.  He’s satisfied with God’s blessing and doesn’t wish to be helped by some wicked king.  Nevertheless, Abram understands that his helpers (Aner, Eshcol, and Mamre…vs24) need to be paid, so he doesn’t hinder them from receiving anything.

GENESIS 15

Genesis 15:1  ¶After these things the word of the LORD came unto Abram in a vision, saying, Fear not, Abram: I am thy shield, and thy exceeding great reward. 

15:2  And Abram said, Lord GOD, what wilt thou give me, seeing I go childless, and the steward of my house is this Eliezer of Damascus? 

15:3  And Abram said, Behold, to me thou hast given no seed: and, lo, one born in my house is mine heir. 

15:4  And, behold, the word of the LORD came unto him, saying, This shall not be thine heir; but he that shall come forth out of thine own bowels shall be thine heir. 

15:5  And he brought him forth abroad, and said, Look now toward heaven, and tell the stars, if thou be able to number them: and he said unto him, So shall thy seed be. 

15:6  And he believed in the LORD; and he counted it to him for righteousness.

God is reminding Abram about two different things in vs.1.  First of all, God is the one who protected Abram during the fighting and rescuing of Genesis 14:15-16, therefore God calls himself Abram’s shield.  Secondly, since Abram refused any rewards from the king of Sodom, God tells Abram that he himself is the exceeding great reward that Abram has.  

-In vss.2-3, Abram is showing a bit of doubt.  God had already told him that his “seed” would inherit the land of Canaan (Gen 12:7) and be multiplied like the dust of the earth (Gen 13:16).  Because Abram is growing old (he’s approximately 85 or 86 years old here), he’s worried that he won’t be able to have children.  As far as the natural man goes, any of us would have doubted; and probably more than Abram did.  By the time you’re 86, starting your own family is usually not in your plan.  Many times, God’s timing is very different than our timing.  There’s no telling how many times we’ve missed out on some blessing God wanted to bestow upon us simply because we weren’t willing to wait until God wanted to fulfill his good will in our lives.  As one preacher said, “God’s never early, God’s never late, he’s always right on time!” 

God, in his mercy, doesn’t rebuke Abram, but rather he repeated his promise from Genesis 13:16.  The only change that God made was instead of using the dust as an example he used the stars this time.  God told him, “Look toward heaven…”  That’s good advice for anyone who is doubting the promises of God.  God established the heavens and the earth and all the ordinances thereof.  Until this day, none of those things fail because they are held together by the word of God’s power (Heb 1:3).  

-The words found in vss.5-6 contain one of the major themes in the New Testament.  Paul even uses these verses for the subject of Romans 4, which is justification by faith without works.  God deals with every sinner in the church age in a very similar way as he dealt with Abram here in Genesis 15.  Abram was given a promise that was incredibly hard to believe.  God was going to give him as many children as the stars of the sky, despite his old age.  Rather than stagger through unbelief (Rom 4:20), he believed God and trusted that he was able to do what he promised to do.  Because of that faith, Abram received God’s righteousness without doing anything for it.  In other words, God’s righteousness was a free gift.  The same thing is true for a sinner in the church age.  God wants to give us eternal life.  He says, “Do you want eternal life?  Just look at that dead Jew hanging on the cross, Jesus.  Do you see him?  Put your faith in him and he’ll save you and give you eternal life.”  If you accept God’s promise, regardless of how impossible or strange it may seem, God will give you his righteousness.  You might ask, “Well, what do I have to do?”  NOTHING, just believe.  Paul said in Romans 4:5, “But to him that worketh not, but believeth on him that justifieth the ungodly, his faith is counted for righteousness.”  That’s why Paul said in Romans 5:17, “…much more they which receive abundance of grace and of the gift of righteousness shall reign in life by one, Jesus Christ.”

-Because Abraham received his righteousness by faith, many Baptists have come up with the idea that everyone in the Old Testament is saved by faith without works.  This teaching has been accepted by many without considering some very important truths.  First of all, God never promised to deal with everyone in the Old Testament in the same way he dealt with Abraham.  Deuteronomy 6:25 makes it quite clear that a Jew in the Old Testament needed to keep the law in order to have righteousness.  It was certainly NOT a free gift!  (As Dr. Ruckman would say, DON’T be lazy, look up the cross reference and make sure I’m telling the truth).  

Secondly, the Bible never says that Abraham was saved in Genesis 15.  The only thing that happened in Genesis 15 was that Abraham received God’s righteousness.  In that one respect, he’s a type of New Testament sinner who receives Christ.  However, for we who are living in the New Testament, we get much more than God’s righteousness when we get saved.  

1) We get born again.

2) We get spiritually circumcised.

3) We get the Holy Spirit.

4) We get sealed unto the day of redemption.

5) We get washed in the blood of Christ.

6) We get baptized (spiritually) into the body of Christ.

None of these things happened to Abraham when he believed God in Genesis 15:6.  Abraham is a type of a sinner getting God’s righteousness as a free gift and that’s the extent of the type.  To push it any further only creates heresy.

15:7  ¶And he said unto him, I am the LORD that brought thee out of Ur of the Chaldees, to give thee this land to inherit it. 

15:8  And he said, Lord GOD, whereby shall I know that I shall inherit it? 

15:9  And he said unto him, Take me an heifer of three years old, and a she goat of three years old, and a ram of three years old, and a turtledove, and a young pigeon. 

15:10  And he took unto him all these, and divided them in the midst, and laid each piece one against another: but the birds divided he not. 

15:11  And when the fowls came down upon the carcass, Abram drove them away. 

15:12  And when the sun was going down, a deep sleep fell upon Abram; and, lo, an horror of great darkness fell upon him. 

15:13  And he said unto Abram, Know of a surety that thy seed shall be a stranger in a land that is not theirs, and shall serve them; and they shall afflict them four hundred years; 

15:14  And also that nation, whom they shall serve, will I judge: and afterward shall they come out with great substance. 

15:15  And thou shalt go to thy fathers in peace; thou shalt be buried in a good old age. 

In the passage, Abram is receiving confirmation of the covenant that God has given him.  The same thing happened with Adam and Noah.  When God made covenants with those men, there was a sacrifice involved (Gen 3:21, Gen 8:20).  Abram’s confirmation also came in the form of an animal sacrifice.  The animals involved can be found in various places in the books of Exodus, Leviticus, and Deuteronomy.  The birds weren’t divided asunder, but they were probably beheaded as it is prescribed in Leviticus.  I’m not sure what the symbolic meaning would be of these particular animals being sacrificed, if there is any symbolism at all.  

-Evidently Abram got quite tired from chasing the fowls away from his sacrifice so the LORD gave him some deep sleep.  During Abram’s sleep, he gets a prophetic revelation from God concerning the future of his seed.  The prophecy is so bad, it turned his dream into a nightmare (vs.12).  

-The prophecy in vss.13-16 has caused quite a bit of confusion amongst students of the scripture.  The Lord clearly tells Abram that his seed will be a stranger in another land and that they would be afflicted for 400 years.  This is obviously a reference to the affliction which the children of Israel experienced in Egypt.  However, the problem enters in when you consider the time that the nation of Israel was actually in Egypt.  According to Usher’s chronology (widely accepted dating system for scriptural history), Jacob and his children went down into Egypt in the year 1706 B.C.  Again, according to Usher, the Israelites came out of Egypt in 1492 B.C.  If these dates are correct, and according to the Bible they appear to be so, that means the nation of Israel was only in Egypt for a total of 214 years.  That doesn’t match what God told Abram in Genesis 15:13.  What happened to the 400 years?  

In order to make sense of Genesis 15:13 (and its cross reference in Acts 7:6), it’s important to recognize that there are three separate prophecies which are being given here.  

1) Abram’s seed would be a stranger in a land that is not theirs.

2) Abram’s seed would serve those people.

3) Abram’s seed would be afflicted for 400 years.

If you start mixing these three separate things, then you’ll make it impossible to understand.  Neither Genesis nor Acts said that Abraham’s seed would be in Egypt for 400 years.  Both of those verses said that they would be afflicted for 400 years.  Did Abraham’s seed become strangers in a land that was not theirs?  Yes.  Did Abraham’s seed serve those people?  Yes.  So we know that the first two parts of this prophecy were fulfilled.  But what about the last part?  Was Abraham’s seed afflicted for 400 years?  

As I mentioned above, from the time that Jacob and all his children went into Egypt until the time that Moses led the Jews out of it, only 214 years elapsed.  So, there’s no way that God’s prophecy concerning the 400 years of affliction could have been fulfilled in that time alone.  In order to find out when the 400 years of affliction started, we simply need to count backwards from when the affliction ended!  We know from Usher’s chronology that the Israelites came out of Egypt in 1492 B.C.  So going backwards 400 years brings us to 1892 B.C.  In Genesis 21, we have the story of Abraham sending away his firstborn Ishmael.  That decision was prompted due to Ishmael’s persecution of Abraham’s seed, Isaac (Gal 4:29).  Coincidently, if you will look at the date of Genesis 21, you’ll see that Ishmael persecuted Isaac in 1892 B.C.!  That means that God must have started counting the time of the affliction of Abraham’s seed from this point (Gen 21) and then kept the clock running until Moses brought them out of Egypt.  

I have seen other men try to say that God did not fulfill this prophecy 100% in Egypt.  They surmise that God afflicted Israel in the land of Egypt for 214 years and then afflicted them in other strange countries for the remaining 186 years.  Although their intentions might be good, I don’t believe it’s proper to stretch the scripture that far.  According to Genesis 15:14, this prophecy applies to Abraham’s seed being afflicted by only one nation.  Furthermore, God told Abraham that after the affliction, his seed would come out of that land with great substance (Gen 15:14).  That can only apply to Egypt.  

15:16  But in the fourth generation they shall come hither again: for the iniquity of the Amorites is not yet full. 

15:17  And it came to pass, that, when the sun went down, and it was dark, behold a smoking furnace, and a burning lamp that passed between those pieces. 

15:18  In the same day the LORD made a covenant with Abram, saying, Unto thy seed have I given this land, from the river of Egypt unto the great river, the river Euphrates: 

15:19  The Kenites, and the Kenizzites, and the Kadmonites, 

15:20  And the Hittites, and the Perizzites, and the Rephaims, 

15:21  And the Amorites, and the Canaanites, and the Girgashites, and the Jebusites.

In verse 16, God tells Abram that his seed will come out in their fourth generation because he was waiting for the Amorites to fill up their iniquity.  I often refer to this passage when asked about the sin unto death from 1 John 5:16.  I don’t believe there is any one specific sin unto death.  Rather, I believe that each person has a particular limit of sin that God will tolerate and if they go over that limit, then they will be committing the sin unto death.  All kinds of variables come into play when dealing with the sin unto death.  Depending on the circumstances, God might tolerate sin in a person’s life longer than he would for another person.  Making the decision of where the limit of sin is in your life is completely the job of God.  No man can tell you that.  The best thing to do is to try to live without sin, and then you’ll never have to worry about exceeding that limit.

-At this time, the Amorites were dwelling in the land of Canaan.  Before God could give the land to Abraham’s seed, he would first have to drive out the Amorites.  Because God is holy, he waited to do this until he had “sufficient cause”.  The Amorites were the rightful owners of that land, along with their friends, the Hittites, the Perezzites, the Canaanites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites (Ex 23:23).  However, after their iniquity became “full”, God had to punish them.  He did so by pushing them out of their land and giving it to Abraham’s seed.  God often deals with the nations of the world this way.  If they choose to reject God and his words, then after some time, God will reject that nation and turn it into hell (Ps 9:17).  

-The smoking furnace and burning lamp is undoubtedly the same thing that lead the children of Israel during their wilderness journeys (Ex 13:21, Neh 9:12).  As can be seen in Ex 13:21, the LORD is found in the midst of a pillar of fire.  This goes together nicely with the description of the Almighty according to Ezekiel (Eze 1:27) and also Moses (Deut 4:24).  

-In vs.18, God expands the land grant given to Abraham.  Until this point, Abraham has been told that his seed will receive the land of Canaan.  Now, he gets all the land starting at the river of Egypt (the Nile) unto the great river Euphrates.  This is the same area that David went to recover in 2 Samuel 8:3.  In the millennium, the Jews will have control over this land, as can be seen in Isaiah 11:11-16 (see “the Egyptian sea”…and…”from Assyria”, which is the land next to the Euphrates river). 

GENESIS 16

Genesis 16:1  ¶Now Sarai Abram's wife bare him no children: and she had an handmaid, an Egyptian, whose name was Hagar. 

16:2  And Sarai said unto Abram, Behold now, the LORD hath restrained me from bearing: I pray thee, go in unto my maid; it may be that I may obtain children by her. And Abram hearkened to the voice of Sarai. 

16:3  And Sarai Abram's wife took Hagar her maid the Egyptian, after Abram had dwelt ten years in the land of Canaan, and gave her to her husband Abram to be his wife. 

16:4  ¶And he went in unto Hagar, and she conceived: and when she saw that she had conceived, her mistress was despised in her eyes. 

16:5  And Sarai said unto Abram, My wrong be upon thee: I have given my maid into thy bosom; and when she saw that she had conceived, I was despised in her eyes: the LORD judge between me and thee. 

16:6  But Abram said unto Sarai, Behold, thy maid is in thy hand; do to her as it pleaseth thee. And when Sarai dealt hardly with her, she fled from her face.

Up until this point, no direct revelation has been given to Sarai.  We can assume that Abraham had told his barren wife about the promise of children given to them by God, but we don’t have that record in the Bible.  Either way, we see a couple of classic mistakes made in the passage.  First of all, we see a man listening to his wife, which leads to serious problems (Gen 3:17, “Because thou has hearkened unto the voice of thy wife…”).  Secondly, instead of waiting for the LORD to fulfill his word, Abraham takes matters into his own hands.  No matter how smart or how good your plan might appear, it’s ALWAYS better to simply wait on the LORD.  The decision to go in to Hagar not only brought forth a wild man (and a nation of dangerous people), but it also cost Abraham 13 years of fellowship with God.

-Notice that the woman who was used as a surrogate mother was from Egypt.  This shows that when Abraham took his journey down south, he brought back some things.  This is an important spiritual lesson.  Any time you go into “Egypt” (the world), you always bear the reproach of that decision for years to come.  Abraham’s past is catching up with him now.  If he hadn’t gone to Egypt, there would not have been a Hagar to have a child by.  This whole situation could have been avoided if Abraham would have trusted God in Genesis 12.  

-Now that Abram had conceived a child with Hagar, it was evident that Sarai was the sterile party, not Abram.  Due to this, Hagar began mocking Sarai in various ways, thus despising her mistress.  A similar situation is found in 1 Samuel 1 when Hannah is barren and gets mocked by Peninnah, the other wife of Elkanah.  However, Hannah handled the situation very differently compared to Sarai.  Hannah prayed and put her situation in the hand of the LORD.  Sarai on the other hand blamed her husband and asks for the judgment of God to come between her husband and her.  Now that Abraham has been given the task of fixing his mistake, he delegates this responsibility to his wife, who runs Hagar away.  You’ll notice that throughout this entire ordeal, neither Abram nor Sarai seeks the LORD for guidance on any of these decisions.

16:7  ¶And the angel of the LORD found her by a fountain of water in the wilderness, by the fountain in the way to Shur. 

16:8  And he said, Hagar, Sarai's maid, whence camest thou? and whither wilt thou go? And she said, I flee from the face of my mistress Sarai. 

16:9  And the angel of the LORD said unto her, Return to thy mistress, and submit thyself under her hands.

There doesn’t appear to be any deep or doctrinal meaning in these few verses.  They do provide an excellent illustration of Solomon’s words from Ecclesiastes 10:4 concerning yielding and pacifying the wrath of a ruler.

16:10  And the angel of the LORD said unto her, I will multiply thy seed exceedingly, that it shall not be numbered for multitude. 

16:11  And the angel of the LORD said unto her, Behold, thou art with child, and shalt bear a son, and shalt call his name Ishmael; because the LORD hath heard thy affliction. 

16:12  And he will be a wild man; his hand will be against every man, and every man's hand against him; and he shall dwell in the presence of all his brethren. 

16:13  And she called the name of the LORD that spake unto her, Thou God seest me: for she said, Have I also here looked after him that seeth me? 

16:14  Wherefore the well was called Beerlahairoi; behold, it is between Kadesh and Bered. 

16:15  ¶And Hagar bare Abram a son: and Abram called his son's name, which Hagar bare, Ishmael. 

16:16  And Abram was fourscore and six years old, when Hagar bare Ishmael to Abram.

It’s important to recognize what is NOT in this passage.  No where does it say that the LORD is blessing Hagar or her son-to-be, Ishmael.  This is nothing more than a prophecy about Hagar’s future.  People might think the LORD is answering Hagar’s prayer due to the wording of vs.11, “…because the LORD hath heard thy affliction.”  That doesn’t say that Hagar prayed.  It says that the LORD heard her affliction.  Remember, the Lord makes it rain on the just and the unjust.  The unjust are not known to be people of prayer, but no doubt they cry when they are afflicted.  There’s no doubt that the One who created those people is able to hear them when they complain.  

-Verse 12 gives us the characteristics of Ishmael and also what should be expected from his seed.  At this point, it should be noted that Muhammed claimed to be a descendant of Ishmael.  He said that there were 70 generations between the two of them.  This statement would be difficult to prove, however it would appear to be true given the information from vs.12 and the historical background of Muhammed himself.  If you will compare Muhammed’s life with Genesis 16:12, you would think that the prophecy was about Muhammed himself.  Muhammed was an epileptic who went around killing and terrorizing people for financial and political gain.  The false god Allah, whom Muhammed worshipped at Mecca, was used to put fear into his followers.  He would say that Allah was revealing great things to him so that the people would revere and fear the “great prophet of God”.  His followers were afraid to go against anything he said or taught for fear that Allah would punish them.  (Note: This is the same spiritual trickery that the pope uses to enslave millions of souls.)  As history would have it, the followers of Muhammed have been wild, fighting with everyone that poses a threat to their pride, their way of life, their land, their religion, or their false god Allah with his epileptic prophet Muhammed.

-Hagar shows her appreciation for God’s grace by admitting in vs.l3 that she has not been looking after the LORD.  That means she wasn’t a spiritual person and therefore paid no attention to spiritual things up until this particular incident.  She never realized that there was an unseen listener in her presence.  In an attempt to ensure that she never forgets this truth, she names the well Beerlahairoi, which means literally, “the well of him that liveth and seeth me.”

-Abram’s age is given as 86, which means Sarai at this point is around 76 or 77 years old.

GENESIS 17

Genesis 17:1  ¶And when Abram was ninety years old and nine, the LORD appeared to Abram, and said unto him, I am the Almighty God; walk before me, and be thou perfect. 

17:2  And I will make my covenant between me and thee, and will multiply thee exceedingly. 

Between Genesis 16:16 and Genesis 17:1, there are thirteen silent years where the LORD doesn’t speak to Abram.  After Sarai’s hastiness pushed Abram into a bad decision, he had the privilege of having his own son, but at the expense of fellowshipping with the LORD God Almighty.  Many a person has made a similar trade.  They might have been able to fulfill all their desires, but only found afterwards that their souls were empty (Ps 106:15).  

-Two things are mentioned in vs.2 and those two things are covered in detail throughout the rest of the chapter.  God reveals new information about his covenant with Abram, which will include circumcision, Ishmael, and the kingdom of heaven.  Also, God reveals his plan to allow Sarai to have children, thus multiplying Abram exceedingly.  

17:3  And Abram fell on his face: and God talked with him, saying, 

17:4  As for me, behold, my covenant is with thee, and thou shalt be a father of many nations. 

17:5  Neither shall thy name any more be called Abram, but thy name shall be Abraham; for a father of many nations have I made thee. 

17:6  And I will make thee exceeding fruitful, and I will make nations of thee, and kings shall come out of thee. 

17:7  And I will establish my covenant between me and thee and thy seed after thee in their generations for an everlasting covenant, to be a God unto thee, and to thy seed after thee. 

17:8  And I will give unto thee, and to thy seed after thee, the land wherein thou art a stranger, all the land of Canaan, for an everlasting possession; and I will be their God.

In the passage, Abram receives a name change.  From this point on, he is called Abraham.  The meanings of the two names are quite similar, “father of a multitude”.  However, by noticing what has been added to Abram’s name, an interesting truth is pointed out.  The two letters which were added, “ha”, in the middle of Abram’s name actually come from the fifth letter of the Hebrew alphabet.  If you’ll look in the headings of Psalms 119, on top of vss.33-40, you can see this Hebrew letter, which in English is translated as, “ha”.  Because five is the number which represents death, God is showing Abram that only through death can he bear fruit (John 12:24); and that’s why God waited so long to allow Abraham and Sarah to have children (Rom 4:19).  

-I personally believe vss 6-8 contain a perfect description of the kingdom of heaven.  A kingdom has four requirements for it to be considered the kingdom of heaven.  

1) A physical king.

2) Physical people to be in the kingdom.

3) A physical piece of land.

4) God has to be in control of that kingdom.

In the passage, you can see that God is describing this set up to Abraham.  He’s promised Abraham that kings would come out of him (vs.6), there would be generations of people after him (vs.7), the land of Canaan would be their possession (vs.8), and the LORD would be their God (vs.8).  That’s a perfect description of the kingdom of heaven.  After Adam lost the kingdom of heaven in the garden of Eden, it was again found with Noah.  Unfortunately, Noah lost that kingdom in Genesis 9.  The next time the kingdom of heaven is found is here in Genesis 17.  However, it is only being promised as a future arrangement.  The next time the literal physical kingdom of heaven is found on the earth is under Moses and Joshua.  

17:9  And God said unto Abraham, Thou shalt keep my covenant therefore, thou, and thy seed after thee in their generations. 

17:10  This is my covenant, which ye shall keep, between me and you and thy seed after thee; Every man child among you shall be circumcised. 

17:11  And ye shall circumcise the flesh of your foreskin; and it shall be a token of the covenant betwixt me and you. 

17:12  And he that is eight days old shall be circumcised among you, every man child in your generations, he that is born in the house, or bought with money of any stranger, which is not of thy seed. 

17:13  He that is born in thy house, and he that is bought with thy money, must needs be circumcised: and my covenant shall be in your flesh for an everlasting covenant. 

17:14  And the uncircumcised man child whose flesh of his foreskin is not circumcised, that soul shall be cut off from his people; he hath broken my covenant.
The issue of circumcision becomes a sign of the covenant that is between God, Abraham, and Abraham’s seed.  Paul explains this clearly in Romans 4:11 by saying, “And he received the sign of circumcision…”  If a person was asked to offer proof that they had a right to stay in the land of Canaan, then circumcision was their proof.  As we can see from the remainder of this chapter, Ishmael also was circumcised.  So does this mean that he and his descendants have a right to the land of Canaan along with the nation of Israel?  Not at all.  Abraham was told by God to take the advice of his wife and, “Cast out this bondwoman and her son: for the son of this bondwoman shall not be heir with my son, even with Isaac.” (Gen 21:10)  

Not everyone who is circumcised has a right to the everlasting covenant that has been made with Abraham in this passage.  As you can see in Psalms 105:9-12, this everlasting covenant is given to Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and then to the twelve tribes of Israel…Ishmael is no where in the list.  Therefore, if any of Ishmael’s descendants try to stay in the land of Canaan, they’re trespassing.  The covenant was given to Abraham and to his seed after him.  Notice again the singular usage of the word “seed” (see notes on Gen 12:1-3…if you don’t think it’s important to make a difference between one singular seed and seeds plural, just read Galatians 3:16).  That’s why the promises in these verses only apply to the nation of Israel, as they are the true descendants of the promised seed, Isaac.  

In the passage, other Gentiles are mentioned as needing to be circumcised.  God told Abraham to circumcise the strangers who were bought with money, which were not of his seed (vs.12).  Again, just because these Gentiles were circumcised doesn’t mean they own part of the land of Canaan.  It simply shows that they had a connection with Abraham and his seed.

-Science has invented drugs that help control bleeding so that a male child can be circumcised even one day after it has been born.  However, for thousands of years, people who practiced circumcision followed Biblical rule and waited until the eighth day of the boy’s life.  Only recently, around 1946 or 1947, did doctors discover that an infant boy’s body is more ready for circumcision on the eighth day than any other day.  There are two things that are necessary for blood to clot.  Those two elements are prothrombin and vitamin K.  On the eighth day of a boy’s life, his level of vitamin K reaches its normal amount and his level or prothrombin reaches 110% efficiency, thus making it the perfect time to cut him because the blood will clot quickly.  

-Some people have taught that circumcision in the Old Testament has been replaced with water baptism in the New Testament.  Because Abraham had a sign for his covenant, circumcision, these people think that God has also given his “chosen” people a sign for his new covenant, which they say is water baptism.  That’s why the sprinkling of babies became so popular.  These churches (mainly Catholics and Reformed theologians) teach that without this water baptism you won’t be included in the covenant God makes with people in the New Testament.  These people who teach such nonsense have failed to realize that not every Jew in the Old Testament received circumcision.  What about the women?  Were they included in the covenant given to Abraham’s seed?  Sure they were!  But they weren’t circumcised.  If water baptism is the replacement for circumcision, then why do these churches baptize women or little girls?  Furthermore, in the New Testament, the earnest or proof of the promise which God has given to saved people is the Holy Spirit (Eph 1:13-14, 2 Cor 1:22).  

17:15  ¶And God said unto Abraham, As for Sarai thy wife, thou shalt not call her name Sarai, but Sarah shall her name be. 

17:16  And I will bless her, and give thee a son also of her: yea, I will bless her, and she shall be a mother of nations; kings of people shall be of her. 

17:17  Then Abraham fell upon his face, and laughed, and said in his heart, Shall a child be born unto him that is an hundred years old? and shall Sarah, that is ninety years old, bear? 

17:18  And Abraham said unto God, O that Ishmael might live before thee! 

17:19  And God said, Sarah thy wife shall bear thee a son indeed; and thou shalt call his name Isaac: and I will establish my covenant with him for an everlasting covenant, and with his seed after him. 

17:20  And as for Ishmael, I have heard thee: Behold, I have blessed him, and will make him fruitful, and will multiply him exceedingly; twelve princes shall he beget, and I will make him a great nation. 

17:21  But my covenant will I establish with Isaac, which Sarah shall bear unto thee at this set time in the next year. 

17:22  And he left off talking with him, and God went up from Abraham.

Now Sarai’s name is changed.  Her old name meant contentious, whereas her new name, Sarah, means princess.  This royal title was probably given due to the kings that where to be coming forth from her (vs.16)

-Abraham’s laughter in vs.17 was that of a man who couldn’t believe what he was hearing.  This great man of God, who staggered not through unbelief (Rom 4:19-20), evidently had a moment of weakness upon hearing this strange message.  You would laugh too if someone told you that a 90-year-old woman was going to have a child.  “How could such a thing happen?” you would ask yourself.  In Genesis 15:4-6, Abraham had no doubts because God made a promise and he knew that God could not lie nor fail to fulfill his word.  However, in Genesis 17 when the human element is brought in, Abraham begins to think, “Now I know God can do anything, but a 90-year-old woman can’t!”  This is a classic case of Mark 9:24, “…Lord, I believe; help thou mine unbelief.”  Abraham wasn’t doubting God, he was doubting Sarah!  

According to Romans 4:19, Abraham considered not his own body or the deadness of Sarah’s womb.  This is true, obviously, but it’s not the whole story.  By comparing scripture with scripture, you get the whole truth.  Of course Abraham considered his body along with Sarah’s.  He realized that they were beyond the age limits of normal child bearing.  When God told him that Sarah was going to have a child, at first he laughed out of unbelief.  How could two old people produce children (vs.17)?  But, after thinking the whole thing through and listening to what God had to say about it, he realized that God was completely able to do what he said he would do.  He then put complete and total faith in God, thus “he staggered not at the promise of God through unbelief; but was strong in faith giving glory to God.” (Rom 4:20)

-Before Abraham came to his senses, he asked God to remember Ishmael.  Again, he said this out of unbelief because at that particular time he was doubting that Sarah’s womb could produce anything.

-In vs.19, God tells Abraham that the name of Sarah’s son will be Isaac.  Thus, he becomes the second person in the Bible to be named before he was born.  Ishmael was the first.  Isaac means “laughter”, and was given that name in light of Abraham’s response in this chapter.  You can also see in vs.19 (along with vs.21) that the everlasting covenant mentioned in vss.3-8 applies to Isaac and his seed…NOT Ishmael and his seed.

-Ishmael does become a large (great) nation and his twelve princes are mentioned in Genesis 25:12-18.  This blessing that is talked about in vs.20 does not come upon Ishmael because of something he has done.  Rather, this blessing is given because of whose son he is.  We saw a similar situation in Genesis 9:1 when God blessed Noah and his sons.  You never read anywhere that the sons of Noah were righteous men.  As a matter of fact, from what we read in Genesis 9, we find quite the contrary.  Nevertheless, God blessed them physically due to their pedigree.  Keep in mind that just because God worked this way with a few people in the past doesn’t mean that he’s going to do the same thing in your family.  Don’t expect God to bless your wicked children just because you’re a righteous man.  These men I’ve mentioned here are exceptional men with exceptional situations.

17:23  ¶And Abraham took Ishmael his son, and all that were born in his house, and all that were bought with his money, every male among the men of Abraham's house; and circumcised the flesh of their foreskin in the selfsame day, as God had said unto him. 

17:24  And Abraham was ninety years old and nine, when he was circumcised in the flesh of his foreskin. 

17:25  And Ishmael his son was thirteen years old, when he was circumcised in the flesh of his foreskin. 

17:26  In the selfsame day was Abraham circumcised, and Ishmael his son. 

17:27  And all the men of his house, born in the house, and bought with money of the stranger, were circumcised with him.

There is not a lot of deep information in the passage.  It should be noted that Abraham was circumcised after receiving God’s righteousness (Gen 15:6).  This point was made clear by Paul in Romans 4:9-10, thus showing that righteousness is not given to someone based upon their physical condition.  It can be given to anyone, circumcised or not.

GENESIS 18
Genesis 18:1  ¶And the LORD appeared unto him in the plains of Mamre: and he sat in the tent door in the heat of the day; 

18:2  And he lift up his eyes and looked, and, lo, three men stood by him: and when he saw them, he ran to meet them from the tent door, and bowed himself toward the ground, 

18:3  And said, My Lord, if now I have found favour in thy sight, pass not away, I pray thee, from thy servant: 

18:4  Let a little water, I pray you, be fetched, and wash your feet, and rest yourselves under the tree: 

18:5  And I will fetch a morsel of bread, and comfort ye your hearts; after that ye shall pass on: for therefore are ye come to your servant. And they said, So do, as thou hast said. 

18:6  And Abraham hastened into the tent unto Sarah, and said, Make ready quickly three measures of fine meal, knead it, and make cakes upon the hearth. 

18:7  And Abraham ran unto the herd, and fetcht a calf tender and good, and gave it unto a young man; and he hasted to dress it. 

18:8  And he took butter, and milk, and the calf which he had dressed, and set it before them; and he stood by them under the tree, and they did eat.

In the Old Testament especially, when the LORD wanted to manifest himself to someone, he would appear as the angel of the LORD.  There are several verses which prove that the angel of the LORD is truly the LORD himself (i.e. Ex 13:21 w/ Ex 14:19, Judg 2:1).  If God were to appear on the earth in his pure state, without any kind of a covering, anyone who would look on him would die.  That’s why he needed to veil himself with some sort of flesh when he appeared on the earth; whether it be the flesh of an angel or in the case of Jesus Christ, the flesh of a man (Jn 1:14, 1 Tim 3:16).  Paul tells us that the angel of the LORD is none other than Jesus Christ himself (Gal 4:14, Acts 27:23).  So what Abraham is seeing here in Genesis 18 is actually a preincarnate appearance of the Lord Jesus Christ, which is also the angel of the LORD.  

The Jehovah Witnesses have a huge problem with this verse and verses like it because it shows that Jehovah can manifest himself to human beings without killing them.  Because the Jehovah Witnesses only have a limited knowledge about the true nature of Jehovah, they can’t understand how an Almighty God could confine himself to a body, as was the case when Jesus came to the earth.  On this point, the JW’s can’t argue too much because even their own version of the scripture says in Genesis 18:1, “Afterward Jehovah appeared to him among the big trees of Mamre, while he was sitting at the entrance of the tent about the heat of the day.”  So as you can see, even the New World Translation proves the JW’s wrong on this point.  Jehovah can and already has appeared in the flesh to human beings.  He did it in the Old Testament as the angel of the LORD and in the New Testament as the Lord Jesus Christ.

-When Abraham lifted up his eyes and looked, he saw three men standing by him.  As we just covered, one of these men is the LORD and the other two are angels that are accompanying him.  This shows you that angels have the appearance of a man (Rev 21:17).  This is true throughout the Bible.  In the word of God, angels are NOT female and they do NOT have wings.  Because of their manlike appearance, some people have even entertained angels unawares (Heb 13:2).

-In vss.3-8, Abraham offers a good example of being given to hospitality (Rom 12:13, 1 Tim 3:2).  When he has company, he spares no expense to make sure they are taken care of properly.

18:9  ¶And they said unto him, Where is Sarah thy wife? And he said, Behold, in the tent. 

18:10  And he said, I will certainly return unto thee according to the time of life; and, lo, Sarah thy wife shall have a son. And Sarah heard it in the tent door, which was behind him. 

18:11  Now Abraham and Sarah were old and well stricken in age; and it ceased to be with Sarah after the manner of women. 

18:12  Therefore Sarah laughed within herself, saying, After I am waxed old shall I have pleasure, my lord being old also? 

18:13  And the LORD said unto Abraham, Wherefore did Sarah laugh, saying, Shall I of a surety bear a child, which am old? 

18:14  Is any thing too hard for the LORD? At the time appointed I will return unto thee, according to the time of life, and Sarah shall have a son. 

18:15  Then Sarah denied, saying, I laughed not; for she was afraid. And he said, Nay; but thou didst laugh.
This passage seems to indicate that Abraham had yet to inform his wife about the things God had revealed to him in ch.17 about Isaac.  When the LORD informed Sarah about the birth of her son in vs.10, she has the same reaction that Abraham had when he first heard the news.  Only Sarah laughs within herself, so that no one could know how she really felt…except the LORD.  

-Notice when the LORD wants to question someone for Sarah’s reaction, he turns to Abraham first (vs.13)!  This shows that God will hold a husband responsible to some degree for the actions and even the thoughts of his wife. 

-What Sarah says in vs.12 about Abraham being her lord is mentioned by Peter in the New Testament (1 Pet 3:6).  You should recognize however where she said this.  She said these things within herself.  That means that she was not simply giving lip service to Abraham by calling him lord.  The attitude of her heart was that her husband was the leader, the master, the head of the home.  Many women today will show respect to their husbands by giving them flattering titles, but they don’t mean anything they’re saying.  

-In vs.15 Sarah falls into the trap that every sinner falls into at some point in their lives.  She lies in an effort to cover up her mistake.  The Bible points out that she lied out of fear.  That’s where most lies come from.  Sometimes people can lie just to make themselves look better, which is nothing more than pride.  But even in those cases, they want to appear good because they are AFRAID of what men are thinking about them.  As the prophet Isaiah asked, “And of whom hast thou been afraid or feared, that thou hast lied, and hast not remembered me, nor laid it to thy heart? have not I held my peace even of old, and thou fearest me not? (Isa 57:11)

18:16  ¶And the men rose up from thence, and looked toward Sodom: and Abraham went with them to bring them on the way. 

18:17  And the LORD said, Shall I hide from Abraham that thing which I do; 

18:18  Seeing that Abraham shall surely become a great and mighty nation, and all the nations of the earth shall be blessed in him? 

18:19  For I know him, that he will command his children and his household after him, and they shall keep the way of the LORD, to do justice and judgment; that the LORD may bring upon Abraham that which he hath spoken of him. 

18:20  And the LORD said, Because the cry of Sodom and Gomorrah is great, and because their sin is very grievous; 

18:21  I will go down now, and see whether they have done altogether according to the cry of it, which is come unto me; and if not, I will know. 

18:22  And the men turned their faces from thence, and went toward Sodom: but Abraham stood yet before the LORD.
Some people have asked me why God chose to bless and use Abraham so abundantly.  The answer is found in large part in vs.19.  Abraham was a responsible man, not only towards God but also towards his family.  God knew that Abraham would raise his children in the nurture and admonition of the Lord (Eph 6:4).  Even in the New Testament, this is one of the requirements for a man who wants to be a pastor (1 Tim 3:4-5, Titus 1:6).  This is not to say that if a man has children who go astray then God can’t use him in the ministry.  There are many fathers who teach their children, but then have the heartache of watching their children go astray.  Even the LORD God Almighty experienced that problem with the children of Israel.  However, if a man wants to be used by God, then he at least has to fulfill his responsibilities as a father.

-Verse 21 is a similar situation as Genesis 11:5.  The LORD came down to see what these people were doing, not because he couldn’t see them from heaven, but simply because he wanted to!  If God wants to come down and look at a situation, that says nothing about his inability to see from another place farther away.  It shows he can do whatever he desires whenever he desires in any way he desires.  As a matter of fact, if you’ll look closely at the passage, the LORD said he would go down, and then he personally never went.  He sent two angels in his stead and thus goes by proxy.  This shows that God can see what is happening without moving an inch.  

18:23  ¶And Abraham drew near, and said, Wilt thou also destroy the righteous with the wicked? 

18:24  Peradventure there be fifty righteous within the city: wilt thou also destroy and not spare the place for the fifty righteous that are therein? 

18:25  That be far from thee to do after this manner, to slay the righteous with the wicked: and that the righteous should be as the wicked, that be far from thee: Shall not the Judge of all the earth do right? 

18:26  And the LORD said, If I find in Sodom fifty righteous within the city, then I will spare all the place for their sakes. 

18:27  And Abraham answered and said, Behold now, I have taken upon me to speak unto the Lord, which am but dust and ashes: 

18:28  Peradventure there shall lack five of the fifty righteous: wilt thou destroy all the city for lack of five? And he said, If I find there forty and five, I will not destroy it. 

18:29  And he spake unto him yet again, and said, Peradventure there shall be forty found there. And he said, I will not do it for forty's sake. 

18:30  And he said unto him, Oh let not the Lord be angry, and I will speak: Peradventure there shall thirty be found there. And he said, I will not do it, if I find thirty there. 

18:31  And he said, Behold now, I have taken upon me to speak unto the Lord: Peradventure there shall be twenty found there. And he said, I will not destroy it for twenty's sake. 

18:32  And he said, Oh let not the Lord be angry, and I will speak yet but this once: Peradventure ten shall be found there. And he said, I will not destroy it for ten's sake. 

18:33  And the LORD went his way, as soon as he had left communing with Abraham: and Abraham returned unto his place.

As the chapter closes, we have a conversation between the LORD and Abraham which serves as a good example of intercessory prayer.  Abraham’s prayer shows a real conversation between a desperate man who cares about his brother and the reaction of a merciful and just God.  Abraham correctly points out that the Judge of all the earth will do right (vs.25).  That’s an important thing to remember when you’re praying.  Regardless of how much you desire a thing, God is under no obligation to give it you.  The only obligation God has is to do what is right.  

Abraham approaches the Lord humbly, yet boldly, which is how any man should approach the throne of grace (Heb 4:16, James 4:6-10).  Abraham has nothing to personally gain from the requests he’s making.  Knowing that Sodom will shortly be destroyed, he’s concerned completely about his cousin, Lot.  After enough perseverance, Abraham manages to make a deal with the Lord.  If there are 10 righteous people in the city, then God would spare the place.  It’s very possible that Abraham had made a quick count in his mind of Lot’s family.  There was Lot and his wife.  That’s two people.  Lot had two virgin daughters (Gen 19:8).  That makes four people.  Lot also had at least two sons (Gen 19:12) and at least two married daughters (Gen 19:14).  That makes eight people.  If you include the sons-in-law (Gen 19:14), that would make a total of ten people.  Abraham might have considered this and figured, “Surely Lot has witnessed to his family.  Surely he’s raised them right and trained them up in the way they ought to go.”  Unfortunately for Abraham, Lot had failed even to do that.  Nevertheless, God in his mercy decided to deliver Lot.  Not because Lot was righteous, but because of Abraham’s prayer (Gen 19:29).  

GENESIS 19
Genesis 19:1  ¶And there came two angels to Sodom at even; and Lot sat in the gate of Sodom: and Lot seeing them rose up to meet them; and he bowed himself with his face toward the ground; 

19:2  And he said, Behold now, my lords, turn in, I pray you, into your servant's house, and tarry all night, and wash your feet, and ye shall rise up early, and go on your ways. And they said, Nay; but we will abide in the street all night. 

19:3  And he pressed upon them greatly; and they turned in unto him, and entered into his house; and he made them a feast, and did bake unleavened bread, and they did eat.

Lot has moved.  In Genesis 13 when Lot chose the plains of Jordan, he only pitched his tent toward Sodom.  After some time, Lot is now one of the influential men of the city.  Only the elders, wise men, counselors, and the most respected men in the city sat in the gate.  However, it’s not a very flattering thought when the people of Sodom have respect for you.

-Even in Lot’s backslidden condition, he still recognizes these men as being special guests and he’s given to hospitality much like Abraham was in chapter 18.  However, you should notice who’s doing the cooking in Lot’s house.  Lot has a wife, but when these guests came, Lot baked the bread and made the feast.  

19:4  ¶But before they lay down, the men of the city, even the men of Sodom, compassed the house round, both old and young, all the people from every quarter: 

19:5  And they called unto Lot, and said unto him, Where are the men which came in to thee this night? bring them out unto us, that we may know them. 

19:6  And Lot went out at the door unto them, and shut the door after him, 

19:7  And said, I pray you, brethren, do not so wickedly. 

19:8  Behold now, I have two daughters which have not known man; let me, I pray you, bring them out unto you, and do ye to them as is good in your eyes: only unto these men do nothing; for therefore came they under the shadow of my roof. 

19:9  And they said, Stand back. And they said again, This one fellow came in to sojourn, and he will needs be a judge: now will we deal worse with thee, than with them. And they pressed sore upon the man, even Lot, and came near to break the door. 

19:10  But the men put forth their hand, and pulled Lot into the house to them, and shut to the door. 

19:11  And they smote the men that were at the door of the house with blindness, both small and great: so that they wearied themselves to find the door.
The men of the city made their intentions clear when they came to Lot’s house.  They weren’t ashamed at all of their sin.  They wanted to “know” who they thought were two men (who were really angels).  This “knowing” is the same thing as Genesis 4:1.  In other words, these men wanted to work that which is unseemly with other men (Rom 1:27).  They were homosexuals.  Jude describes it as going after strange flesh (Jude 7).  God never intended for a man to be with a man, therefore it’s strange.  As it is commonly said, “God created Adam and Eve, not Adam and Steve.”

This sin of homosexuality is what Sodom and Gomorrah is best known for.  In the Bible, the word “homosexual” isn’t used.  Rather, the word “sodomite” is used five times (Deut 23:17, 1 Ki 14:24, 15:12, 22:46, 23:7).  Hence, you can see the obvious connection that even God makes with the city of Sodom and its most infamous sin.  However, sodomy was not the first sin that the inhabitants of Sodom and Gomorrah committed.  There were other sins that led up to this reprobate state of sodomy.  In Ezekiel 16:49-50 explains, “Behold, this was the iniquity of thy sister Sodom, pride, fulness of bread, and abundance of idleness was in her and in her daughters, neither did she strengthen the hand of the poor and needy.  And they were haughty, and committed abomination before me: therefore I took them away as I saw good.”  Sodomy is a consequence for someone who has no ability to control the lusts of their flesh.  They constantly get everything they want until one day, those things they keep feeding themselves no longer satisfy them.  As a result, they get frustrated and decide to try things that are truly perverted in an attempt to once again satisfy their flesh.  

-In vs.7, Lot calls the men of Sodom “brethren”.  That shows you something about Lot’s spiritual condition at this time.  Peter tells us that he was righteous (2 Pet 2:7), but that doesn’t mean everything Lot did was righteous.  That simply means Lot knew what was right in his soul, but unfortunately he was too weak to do anything about it.  Rather he just blended in and made friends with the enemies of the Lord.

-Lot makes a further mistake by offering his daughters to the men of Sodom in vs.8.  Lot just told these men that they were doing wickedly.  But instead of leaving it at that, he tries to stay friends with both the righteous and the wicked.  By offering his daughters to these sodomites, he’s giving them another option to sin.  Now he’s not only condoning fornication, but encouraging it!  As a father myself, I don’t know how Lot could have arrived at this decision.  This is proof that sin can get a hold of anyone and make them do things that are completely irrational and senseless.

-Verse 9 is the typical reaction of a lost man upon hearing a rebuke.  “Why are you judging me?  Nobody gave you the authority to judge me.”  They even love to use Matthew 7:1 (although they use it incorrectly) and say, “Judge not lest ye be judged.”  Lot is learning Proverbs 9:7-8 the hard way, which say, “He that reproveth a scorner getteth to himself shame: and he that rebuketh a wicked man getteth himself a blot.  Reprove not a scorner, lest he hate thee: rebuke a wise man, and he will love thee.”

-The angels smite these sinners with blindness, but notice what these sodomites do.  They don’t turn around and go home.  They don’t ask for someone to lead them to a doctor.  They don’t even sit down and try to figure out what just happened to them.  The Bible says in vs.11, “…they wearied themselves to find the door.”  They wore themselves out looking for the door EVEN AFTER they had been blinded for trying to attack Lot.  This is what happens when a person is completely given to sin.  In Romans 1, Paul calls this being given over to a reprobate mind.  This is why the Bible said in Genesis 13:13, “But the men of Sodom were wicked and sinners before the LORD exceedingly.”

19:12  ¶And the men said unto Lot, Hast thou here any besides? son in law, and thy sons, and thy daughters, and whatsoever thou hast in the city, bring them out of this place: 

19:13  For we will destroy this place, because the cry of them is waxen great before the face of the LORD; and the LORD hath sent us to destroy it. 

19:14  And Lot went out, and spake unto his sons in law, which married his daughters, and said, Up, get you out of this place; for the LORD will destroy this city. But he seemed as one that mocked unto his sons in law.
When reading these verses, you can’t help but to think about our commission in the New Testament.  We’ve been called to preach the gospel to every creature in an attempt to deliver them from this present evil world (Gal 1:4) and from the fire and brimstone of hell (Gen 19:24, Rev 21:8).  Lot was asked the question, “Hast thou here any besides?”  Poor Lot, he hadn’t won anybody to the Lord while he was in Sodom, not one person.  Even the people closest to him laughed when they heard him trying to talk about God (vs.14).  It’s a tragedy that so many Christians today have the same testimony as Lot.  When you get home to glory and you stand before the judgment seat of Christ, I’m sure the question, “Hast thou here any besides?” will be presented to you.  What will you say then?  If you tried to witness in your village, in your neighborhood, or at your place of work, would those people laugh at you?  Would they take you seriously?  

-According to vss.12 and 14, it appears that some of Lot’s children died in the destruction of Sodom.  In vs.15, Lot takes his wife and two daughters (the unmarried ones) out of Sodom.  Nothing is said about the sons of verse 12 or the married daughters and their husbands from verse 14.  Evidently, daddy’s influence wasn’t as strong as it should’ve been.  From what we can see in the scripture, some of Lot’s children are burning in hell right now because he was backslidden.  If that’s not a source of motivation to live right, then what is?

19:15  ¶And when the morning arose, then the angels hastened Lot, saying, Arise, take thy wife, and thy two daughters, which are here; lest thou be consumed in the iniquity of the city. 

19:16  And while he lingered, the men laid hold upon his hand, and upon the hand of his wife, and upon the hand of his two daughters; the LORD being merciful unto him: and they brought him forth, and set him without the city. 

19:17  And it came to pass, when they had brought them forth abroad, that he said, Escape for thy life; look not behind thee, neither stay thou in all the plain; escape to the mountain, lest thou be consumed. 

19:18  And Lot said unto them, Oh, not so, my Lord: 

19:19  Behold now, thy servant hath found grace in thy sight, and thou hast magnified thy mercy, which thou hast shewed unto me in saving my life; and I cannot escape to the mountain, lest some evil take me, and I die: 

19:20  Behold now, this city is near to flee unto, and it is a little one: Oh, let me escape thither, (is it not a little one?) and my soul shall live. 

19:21  And he said unto him, See, I have accepted thee concerning this thing also, that I will not overthrow this city, for the which thou hast spoken. 

19:22  Haste thee, escape thither; for I cannot do any thing till thou be come thither. Therefore the name of the city was called Zoar. 

Now the judgment of God is eminent and it’s time for Lot and part of his family to leave.  Like many Christians today, Lot was lacking zeal.  Instead of moving instantly at the news of Sodom’s destruction, he’s lingering behind with his wife and two daughters.  What could have been so important to Lot that he didn’t want to leave that sin filled city?  Maybe he was busy trying to pack as many of his belongings as possible.  Maybe he was arguing with his wife about how many clothes they should take.  Maybe the two daughters couldn’t decide on what they were going to wear.  Maybe Lot’s wife was busy trying to fix her hair before she went out.  The scripture doesn’t tell us exactly why they lingered on this particular morning.  No doubt, the things of the world had their attention more than the warning of God’s messengers.

-One angel runs out of the city dragging Lot and his wife while the other angel pulls behind him the two daughters.  Upon reaching a spot without the city, one of the angels makes it quite clear that they should escape to a mountain in order to avoid the destruction which was about to happen.  All of the sudden Lot becomes an expert on how to protect himself.  Instead of submitting to the commandment of the angel, he begins to “politely” argue by saying, “Oh, not so, my Lord.”  This is very similar to Acts 10:14 (“Not so, Lord”) when Peter wanted to prove his point to the Lord about what was acceptable to be eaten.  Lot reckoned he knew the land better than his visitors, so he suggests that he and his family run away to the little city just down the road instead of the mountains.  He’s accepted on this matter not because he knew better than then the angel, but because there wasn’t any time to argue about it.  The LORD was ready to destroy Sodom, Gomorrah, and its neighboring cities.  Time was short.  So in vs.22, the angel says, “Haste thee…”  In other words, “Hurry up and get out of here so we can destroy everything!”

-Evidently, there were at least 10 righteous people found in Zoar because God didn’t destroy that city, in accordance with what he promised to Abraham (Gen 18:32).  

19:23  ¶The sun was risen upon the earth when Lot entered into Zoar. 

19:24  Then the LORD rained upon Sodom and upon Gomorrah brimstone and fire from the LORD out of heaven; 

19:25  And he overthrew those cities, and all the plain, and all the inhabitants of the cities, and that which grew upon the ground. 

19:26  ¶But his wife looked back from behind him, and she became a pillar of salt.
Verse 23 says that the sun was risen upon the earth.  By comparing this with vs.15, you can see the timing of the things happening in the chapter.  In vs.15, the morning arose.  Then, after the scurry out of Sodom, the sun came up.  Evidently, Lot was dragged out of the city around 4:30 a.m., maybe even 5:00.  Then, about 30 minutes or an hour later, the sun comes up.  You might not think that’s important to notice, but the timing of these things are significant when studying prophecy.  Jesus told his disciples that they should watch because they knew not when the master of the house would come.  In Mark 13:35, Jesus points out that the Son of man could come at even, midnight, cockcrowing, or in the morning.  That shows there are four watches that occur every night.  From 6 p.m – 9 p.m. is the first watch.  From 9 p.m.–12 a.m. is the second watch.  From 12 a.m. – 3 a.m. is the third watch.  And lastly the fourth watch is from 3 a.m. – 6 a.m.  When Jesus walked on the water and manifested himself to his disciples, he came to them in the fourth watch (Mt 14:25).  Interestingly enough, Lot is pulled out of Sodom in the morning (vs.15), which would be during the fourth watch.  Then after the sun rises, destruction comes to the sinners of Sodom and its neighboring cities.  I’ve already given several verses (see notes on Genesis 1:14-19) showing that the sunrise is a picture of the 2nd Advent when Jesus comes back to this earth to judge the ungodly with great destruction (2 Thes 1:8-9).  Therefore, vs.23 is in perfect harmony with the timing of the 2nd Advent.  The sun rises (Mal 4:2) and then God’s destruction comes down.

In 2 Peter 2:6, the Bible says, “And turning the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah into ashes condemned them with an overthrow, making them an ensample unto those that after should live ungodly.”  Clearly Sodom and Gomorrah is an example of things to come.  In Luke 17:28-32, the Lord Jesus Christ also uses Lot as an example of the 2nd Advent.  





Destruction of Sodom

2nd Advent

1) Raining fire and brimstone 

       (Gen 19:24)
   (Ps 18:12-13, Isa 30:30)

2) Two messengers sent 

       (Gen 19:1)


 (Rev 11:3)

3) Eating, drinking, sold, planted, builded      (Lk 17:28)


 (Lk 17:30)

4) Saints told to run away 

       (Gen 19:17) 
    (Mk 13:14-19, Lk 17:31)

-I’m sure Lot thought everything was going to be fine after he arrived at Zoar.  As he was entering the gate of the city, he probably turned around to find his wife and his daughters so that he could comfort them in some way.  To his surprise, Lot couldn’t find his wife.  Remember, the angels had told him not to look behind him (vs.17), and Lot actually followed that advice the whole way to Zoar.  We know that he did because he arrived alive!  His wife on the other hand couldn’t help herself.  As she was running away, she needed to take just one more glimpse of what she was leaving behind.  Lot hadn’t realized it because he hadn’t turned around to notice, but his wife had been turned into a pillar of salt (vs.26).  The question then comes up, “Why a pillar of salt?” 

There are a few different ideas that might work to satisfy this question.  First of all, Jesus said in Mark 9:49, “For every one shall be salted with fire, and every sacrifice shall be salted with salt.”  In the context, Jesus is talking about people going to hell.  Therefore, Lot’s wife turning into salt might signify that she died and went to hell.  

Secondly, it was a common practice in Old Testament times that after a war was over, the victorious army would throw salt all over the land that had been destroyed so that the land would not be able to used again (see Judg 9:45, Jer 17:6).  Therefore, Lot’s wife might have been a symbol showing that the land of Sodom and Gomorrah would be wastelands from that time forth.

Another thought can be taken from Leviticus 13:13.  There the Bible talks about a person whose flesh is completely covered with leprosy.  The scripture says that a person in such a case is clean because the plague is everywhere on him or her.  To use the exact words of the verse, it says, “…it is all turned white.”  We already know that this story is a strong picture of the tribulation and 2nd Advent.  It appears that leprosy could be a serious world wide problem in the tribulation (Rev 16:2).  Possibly, God is showing us that people who do not endure to the end, but turn back to the world before Jesus comes, will be struck with the plague of leprosy and thus be turned all white (Lev 13:13). 

It could be that God is showing us all of the above mentioned things and maybe some other things I haven’t noticed.  Whatever God’s reason was for turning her into a pillar of salt, the important thing is that we heed to the warning of the Lord Jesus Christ and “remember Lot’s wife” (Lk 17:32).  For a tribulation saint, his or her soul depends upon their faithfulness (Mt 24:13) unto the end.  For a Christian in the church age, if we want to stand before the Lord blameless at the judgment seat of Christ, we must forsake this world, take up our cross, and follow the Lord.  

19:27  ¶And Abraham gat up early in the morning to the place where he stood before the LORD: 

19:28  And he looked toward Sodom and Gomorrah, and toward all the land of the plain, and beheld, and, lo, the smoke of the country went up as the smoke of a furnace. 

19:29 ¶And it came to pass, when God destroyed the cities of the plain, that God remembered Abraham, and sent Lot out of the midst of the overthrow, when he overthrew the cities in the which Lot dwelt.
Abraham had stood before the LORD in the plains of Mamre (Gen 18:1,22).  This means he was west of where the fire fell just a short time before he went out to see everything.  The territory where Sodom and Gomorrah were once found is now the Dead sea or as some call it, the salt sea (for more details concerning the salt sea, see notes on Gen 14:1-12).  

-I’m sure Abraham’s heart sank as he went outside and noticed smoke coming from what was once a beautiful piece of land (Gen 13:10).  Imagine the discouragement that Abraham must have been presented with.  The Bible never says that Abraham spoke with Lot again.  You don’t read anywhere that Abraham ever got word of Lot’s deliverance.  

-We learn in vs.29 that God delivered Lot because of Abraham’s prayer from chapter 18.  Abraham never prayed specifically that God would save Lot.  However, the LORD knew exactly what was on Abraham’s mind and gave him the desires of his heart (Ps 37:4). 

19:30  ¶And Lot went up out of Zoar, and dwelt in the mountain, and his two daughters with him; for he feared to dwell in Zoar: and he dwelt in a cave, he and his two daughters. 

19:31  And the firstborn said unto the younger, Our father is old, and there is not a man in the earth to come in unto us after the manner of all the earth: 

19:32  Come, let us make our father drink wine, and we will lie with him, that we may preserve seed of our father. 

19:33  And they made their father drink wine that night: and the firstborn went in, and lay with her father; and he perceived not when she lay down, nor when she arose. 

19:34  And it came to pass on the morrow, that the firstborn said unto the younger, Behold, I lay yesternight with my father: let us make him drink wine this night also; and go thou in, and lie with him, that we may preserve seed of our father. 

19:35  And they made their father drink wine that night also: and the younger arose, and lay with him; and he perceived not when she lay down, nor when she arose. 

19:36  Thus were both the daughters of Lot with child by their father. 

19:37  And the firstborn bare a son, and called his name Moab: the same is the father of the Moabites unto this day. 

19:38  And the younger, she also bare a son, and called his name Benammi: the same is the father of the children of Ammon unto this day.
Lot was afraid to dwell in Zoar, but the Bible doesn’t tell us the exact reason for this.  We do have a clue in vs.31 as to what the problem was.  Lot’s daughters said that there was not a man in the earth to come in unto them after the manner of all the earth.  As they walked around the town square of Zoar, they might have seen a few couples holding hands or kissing and then realized that those couples consisted of two men instead of a man and a woman as God intended.  They might have overheard some conversations in the stores where they were shopping about how the men of the city were too effeminate to be useful for anything.  After enough evidence, they concluded that Zoar was filled with the same sins as Sodom.  Were there men in Zoar?  Yes, but not the kind that would marry a woman and start a family with her!  Lot ran away, probably out of fear that God would burn Zoar to the ground just as he had done to Sodom and Gomorrah.

-This chapter concludes with one of the grossest situations in the Bible.  The decision of these daughters to sleep with their own father is punishable by death under the law (Lev 18:7,29).   Evidently, the atmosphere in which these girls were raised affected their minds greatly.  Instead of prayer, trusting God, getting advice from someone else, or talking it over with their father first, these women take matters into their own hands and try to fix their situation with the ways of Sodom.  

You can see a clear connection in the passage with drunkenness and nakedness.  For ages now, if someone wants to cause another person to take their clothes off, alcohol is often used.  When the devil wanted to seduce Eve in the garden, he used the fruit of the vine (see notes on Gen 2:15-17).  Wine is a mocker according to Solomon (Prov 20:1).  That means it will overcome you, make you do stupid and foolish things, then laugh at your calamity when it’s all over.  Such is the case with Lot.  Lot gets presented with a drink and doesn’t refuse.  Lot was a man in despair.  He was having the worst time of his life, no doubt.  He’d just lost his wife, some of his children, his houses (he had more than one because he lived in cities-plural-vs.29), his possessions, his income, and his respectable position in the gate of the city.  He had gone from living the high life to dunghill in a matter of 48 hours.  In an attempt to drown out his sorrows, he turns to the drink instead of the LORD.  After the first night of not remembering what he had done, the younger daughter takes her turn with their father.  Notice that Lot didn’t put up any kind of a fight against the drink.  His conscience must have been seared to a great degree by this time of his life.  

-The fruits of this lasciviousness are two of Israel’s enemies, Moab and Ammon.  Both countries are found east of the Jordan River; they share a border in fact.  They are forbidden to enter the congregation of the LORD for ten generations for what they did to Israel in the wilderness (Deut 23:3-4).  Both countries oppressed the Jews in the book of Judges.  Both countries are severe enemies of Israel for approximately 500 years after the time of the judges.  Both countries will be punished at the 2nd Coming of Christ (Zeph 2:8-9, Jer 48-49).  The Bible says in Psalms 108:9, “Moab is my washpot…”  I highly doubt that was a compliment!  Present day Moab is the land of Jordan, where you’ll find a high concentration of Muslims, who are ready and willing to kill the Jews.  

-The Bible never does tell us what happened to Lot after this.  We don’t know how or when he died.  We don’t know if he ever got things right between him and the Lord.  The last thing we read about Lot is that he’s drunk, having children by his own children, he has no money, no home, no job, no city, no respect, no morals, and no fellowship with God.  This is a great illustration of what will happen to a person who seeks to gain the whole world (Mk 8:36).  In the end, all the riches end us as ashes, and misery will be your sole possession (1 Tim 6:9-10).

GENESIS 20

Genesis 20:1  ¶And Abraham journeyed from thence toward the south country, and dwelled between Kadesh and Shur, and sojourned in Gerar. 

20:2  And Abraham said of Sarah his wife, She is my sister: and Abimelech king of Gerar sent, and took Sarah. 

20:3  But God came to Abimelech in a dream by night, and said to him, Behold, thou art but a dead man, for the woman which thou hast taken; for she is a man's wife. 

20:4  But Abimelech had not come near her: and he said, Lord, wilt thou slay also a righteous nation? 

20:5  Said he not unto me, She is my sister? and she, even she herself said, He is my brother: in the integrity of my heart and innocency of my hands have I done this. 

20:6  And God said unto him in a dream, Yea, I know that thou didst this in the integrity of thy heart; for I also withheld thee from sinning against me: therefore suffered I thee not to touch her. 

20:7  Now therefore restore the man his wife; for he is a prophet, and he shall pray for thee, and thou shalt live: and if thou restore her not, know thou that thou shalt surely die, thou, and all that are thine.
After all the commotion with Lot and Sodom, Abraham decides to take a vacation with his wife.  Abraham evidently forgot what happened the last time he journeyed south (Gen 12:9-20).  Abraham repeats his mistake of lying about his wife.  This is proof that even the most godly of men can have a besetting sin.  

-Verse 3 shows how God dealt with people before the law.  Even after the law, God still used dreams and visions in situations which had extraordinary circumstances.  People often ask the question, “How does God deal with the heathen who have never heard?”  What you must remember is that those heathen these people are asking about may have never heard anything audibly (with their ears), but that doesn’t mean God hasn’t revealed anything to them.  God is still able to communicate with these people by means of their conscience.  This operation takes place within the heart because the law was written there by God (Rom 2:14-15).  You can see in the passage that this “heathen”, king Abimelech, knows plenty about good and evil.  He knows what a righteous nation is (vs.4).  He knows adultery is wrong (vs.5).  He knows when he’s innocent (vs.5).  He and his people feared the punishment of God (vs.8).  He’s familiar with sin and the various degrees of it (vs.9).  He knows that there are certain things that you shouldn’t do to another person (vs.9).  This “heathen who had never heard” was even able to reprove other people (vs.16).  You can see that these heathen have plenty of knowledge about right and wrong.  The problem is that these heathen (urban or rural) often choose to ignore what their consciences are telling them.  

In the Old Testament, a man who had never received a revelation concerning the written law was responsible for following his conscience and the light God gave him.  If he did that, then God would consider that one righteous (i.e. Job, Noah, Abraham).  In the New Testament, if a man follows his conscience along with the light that God gives him, then God will deliver the gospel to him so that he might be saved (i.e. Cornelius-Acts 10).  In the New Testament, God’s only way of salvation is through the Lord Jesus Christ.  No man can come to the Father, but by him (Jn 14:6).  Before Jesus died, salvation was obtained through different means. That’s why there is a difference with how the conscience affects people in the two testaments.

-Abimelech asks the question about God slaying a righteous nation because of the destruction that had recently taken place just north of his land.  Sodom and Gomorrah had a reputation and there was little doubt in people’s minds as to why God burned the place to the ground.  They had sex problems.  When God reveals to Abimelech the truth about Sarah, he tells him that he is but a dead man due to a sex problem!  The warning is that if he doesn’t return Abraham’s wife, he and all that was his would surely die.  “All that are thine” (vs.7) might simply mean his family and household servants.  However, since he’s the king, it might be referring to everyone in his kingdom.  

-In vs.6, we see the intervention of God in a sinner’s life.  It’s a scary thing to try to imagine how much trouble we would get into if we didn’t have God holding us back.  Maybe sometimes you’ve wondered why certain things happen in your life that appear to have no reason.  Possibly, those annoying little problems that slow you down and interrupt your day is God’s way of keeping you out of some other sort of trouble!  

20:8  Therefore Abimelech rose early in the morning, and called all his servants, and told all these things in their ears: and the men were sore afraid. 

20:9  Then Abimelech called Abraham, and said unto him, What hast thou done unto us? and what have I offended thee, that thou hast brought on me and on my kingdom a great sin? thou hast done deeds unto me that ought not to be done. 

20:10  And Abimelech said unto Abraham, What sawest thou, that thou hast done this thing? 

20:11  And Abraham said, Because I thought, Surely the fear of God is not in this place; and they will slay me for my wife's sake. 

20:12  And yet indeed she is my sister; she is the daughter of my father, but not the daughter of my mother; and she became my wife. 

20:13  And it came to pass, when God caused me to wander from my father's house, that I said unto her, This is thy kindness which thou shalt shew unto me; at every place whither we shall come, say of me, He is my brother.

Abimelech confronts Abraham in vss.8-10 and demands a reason for the deception that has taken place.  Abraham gives his excuses for lying in vss.11-13.  He starts out by saying that he thought Abimelech and his people did not fear God.  Abraham might have seen some blatant sins happening so that anyone could see them taking place and figured that this city tolerates such acts.  That might have been the truth, especially in light of Psalms 36:1, which says, “The transgression of the wicked saith within my heart, that there is no fear of God before his eyes.”  On the other hand, there’s no evidence in the passage of any wicked acts happening in the city of Gerar.  Abraham might have just created this illusion in his mind in an attempt to soothe his aching conscience.  Notice he said, “Because I thought…”

Abraham continues by saying that he was afraid of being killed for his wife’s sake.  Now, Abraham has landed on the real truth.  He lied because he was afraid (see notes on Gen 18:9-15).  

In vs.12, Abraham tries to cover up his sin to some extent by saying that Sarah was really his half sister.  We’ve all done that at some time or another.  We know we’re wrong.  We know that we look foolish because of what we’ve done.  But in an attempt to save face, we try to make sense out of our foolishness.  We try to make a completely stupid act appear logical.  Abraham is saying, “Now you might think that I lied, but technically I’m not lying at all.”  Be real careful when someone starts using that word “technically”.  It usually means they’re stretching the truth so that they can get what they want!

-In vs.13, Abraham even assigns some of the blame to God.  He said that God caused him to wander.  No such thing ever happened.  God told him to start walking and to go to a place that he would tell him about (Gen 12:1).  Wandering happens when you walk in circles with no final destination in mind.  Abraham had a final destination, even if he didn’t know the name of that place when he started his journey.  He knew there would be a stopping point in the future.  He wasn’t a wanderer, he was a pilgrim!  By saying that God caused him to wander, Abraham is making it sound as if God forced him to take matters into his own hands.  In other words, “The Lord stuck me out in the middle of nowhere and I had to protect myself; so I came up with this plan to lie about my relationship with my wife.”  

20:14  And Abimelech took sheep, and oxen, and menservants, and womenservants, and gave them unto Abraham, and restored him Sarah his wife. 

20:15  And Abimelech said, Behold, my land is before thee: dwell where it pleaseth thee. 

20:16  And unto Sarah he said, Behold, I have given thy brother a thousand pieces of silver: behold, he is to thee a covering of the eyes, unto all that are with thee, and with all other: thus she was reproved. 

20:17  ¶So Abraham prayed unto God: and God healed Abimelech, and his wife, and his maidservants; and they bare children. 

20:18  For the LORD had fast closed up all the wombs of the house of Abimelech, because of Sarah Abraham's wife.

There aren’t too many people that could do what Abimelech did in vs.14.  He was lied to by a preacher (vs.7…”for he is a prophet”) and then threatened to be killed for an innocent mistake.  Most people would say, “I’m not apologizing to him.  I didn’t do anything wrong.  If anyone should apologize, he should be the one.”  Abimelech, understanding that God could make the punishment of vs.7 come to pass, goes beyond a simple apology.  He gives Abraham an offering, and a sizeable one at that.  On top of that, he makes an offer so that Abraham could stay anywhere he wanted to (vs.15).  Then, just to make sure there were no hard feelings, he throws in 1,000 pieces of silver (vs.16).  If this isn’t a display of grace, I don’t know what is!  The next time someone cheats you and lies to you, let’s see you follow in the footsteps of Abimelech and suffer yourself to be defrauded (1 Cor 6:7).

-Abimelech showed his disapproval for Abraham’s action, but not to Abraham personally.  He reproves Sarah for what has happened instead.  This isn’t to say that Abimelech thought Abraham was innocent and Sarah was completely to blame.  Rather, Abimelech has already been told that Abraham would pray for him (vs.7) so he probably thought that it wouldn’t be wise to upset Abraham at such a time.  

Abimelech tells Sarah that her husband was a covering of the eyes for three different groups of people.  First of all to Sarah, then to all the people that traveled with Sarah and Abraham (servants), and lastly, to anyone else that Abraham might have business with.  The phrase “covering of the eyes” means that Abraham’s influence was able to cause people not to see a particular situation clearly.  Instead of seeing the truth about the matter, the people he’s influencing see what he wants them to see.  This same situation happens quite often between a man and a woman.  The man talks favorably to the woman in order to make her do something that she knows is not right.  The only thing he wants is to fornicate with the woman, but if he comes straight out and says that, he knows he will not get what he wants.  So he says lots of smooth things and compliments her profusely so that she becomes blinded to his true intentions.  That is being a covering to the eyes.  Sarah knew it was wrong to lie, but after Abraham explained everything and reasoned with her a bit, then she was convinced to follow his plan, regardless of what she knew was right.  It was a “cover up” as they say in legal terms.

-In vs.18 we see that God can cause a woman to be barren as a punishment.  However, this is not true in all cases when a woman is barren.

Verses 17 and 18 also show that Abraham and Sarah spent a decent amount of time in Gerar.  In order for the people of that city to realize they were barren means at least three or four months had gone by since Abraham’s coming.  

