GENESIS 21

Genesis 21:1  ¶And the LORD visited Sarah as he had said, and the LORD did unto Sarah as he had spoken. 

21:2  For Sarah conceived, and bare Abraham a son in his old age, at the set time of which God had spoken to him. 

21:3  And Abraham called the name of his son that was born unto him, whom Sarah bare to him, Isaac. 

21:4  And Abraham circumcised his son Isaac being eight days old, as God had commanded him. 

21:5  And Abraham was an hundred years old, when his son Isaac was born unto him. 

21:6  ¶And Sarah said, God hath made me to laugh, so that all that hear will laugh with me. 

21:7  And she said, Who would have said unto Abraham, that Sarah should have given children suck? for I have born him a son in his old age. 

21:8  And the child grew, and was weaned: and Abraham made a great feast the same day that Isaac was weaned.
The passage is fairly self explanatory and needs little comment.  Isaac was probably around the age of 2 or maybe 3 when he was weaned.  Such is the custom according to the Talmud (Jewish tradition) and Josephus (historian who lived around the time of Christ).  You can also arrive at this conclusion by comparing a couple verses of scripture.  The Bible says that Hannah weaned Samuel when he was a young child (1 Sam 1:24).  According to Matthew 2:8-16, a young child was considered age 2 or under.  Therefore, it’s quite possible that Isaac also was weaned about the age of 2.  

21:9  ¶And Sarah saw the son of Hagar the Egyptian, which she had born unto Abraham, mocking. 

21:10  Wherefore she said unto Abraham, Cast out this bondwoman and her son: for the son of this bondwoman shall not be heir with my son, even with Isaac. 

21:11  And the thing was very grievous in Abraham's sight because of his son. 

21:12  ¶And God said unto Abraham, Let it not be grievous in thy sight because of the lad, and because of thy bondwoman; in all that Sarah hath said unto thee, hearken unto her voice; for in Isaac shall thy seed be called. 

21:13  And also of the son of the bondwoman will I make a nation, because he is thy seed.
Ishmael’s mocking is a common thing among children who have different parents but live in the same household.  I’m sure Ishmael’s situation was made worse considered Isaac’s unusual circumstances.  There were probably people coming around all the time to see this “promised” child.  Ishmael must have felt left out and lacking in attention, so he did what the great majority of teenagers do in such a spot.  They turn into bullies and start abusing and hurting other people so that they will get noticed.  

Upon seeing what was happening, Sarah came to the conclusion that the only way to fix this problem is to separate the household.  Sarah tells Abraham, “Cast out this bondwoman and her son…”  I personally believe Sarah was showing her contempt for Hagar and Ishmael by not using their names.  She turns up her nose and in a way says, “Away with this servant and this son of a servant, they’re not good enough for us.”  Even though Sarah might have said these things out of spite, it still followed perfectly with the will of God.

-Abraham had some reservations about taking his wife’s advice because of his bad experience in ch.16.  This time, the Lord gives him a peace about listening to his wife and reassures him that sending Hagar and Ishmael away is the right thing to do.  This then brings up a fairly difficult dilemma for any husband.  We know the woman is the weaker vessel (1 Pet 3:7) and that she is easily deceived (1 Tim 2:14), but this doesn’t mean that she’s stupid!  So when do you take their advice and when do you ignore them?  The only way to know what to do and when to do it is to stay in fellowship with the Lord and develop a deep knowledge of the word of God.  This principle applies to any kind of advice you receive, from your wife or anyone else.  If you want to know if it’s good advice, you need to first make sure that it’s scriptural.  After that, you need to find out from the Lord himself if that’s the counsel he wants you to follow.  Most men make a huge mess of things in their lives because they don’t know the Book or how to pray.  

-Verse 13 is a confirmation of Genesis 17:4 when God told Abraham that he would be the father of many nations (plural).  

21:14  And Abraham rose up early in the morning, and took bread, and a bottle of water, and gave it unto Hagar, putting it on her shoulder, and the child, and sent her away: and she departed, and wandered in the wilderness of Beersheba. 

21:15  And the water was spent in the bottle, and she cast the child under one of the shrubs. 

21:16  And she went, and sat her down over against him a good way off, as it were a bowshot: for she said, Let me not see the death of the child. And she sat over against him, and lift up her voice, and wept. 

21:17  And God heard the voice of the lad; and the angel of God called to Hagar out of heaven, and said unto her, What aileth thee, Hagar? fear not; for God hath heard the voice of the lad where he is. 

21:18  Arise, lift up the lad, and hold him in thine hand; for I will make him a great nation. 

21:19  And God opened her eyes, and she saw a well of water; and she went, and filled the bottle with water, and gave the lad drink. 

21:20  And God was with the lad; and he grew, and dwelt in the wilderness, and became an archer. 

21:21  And he dwelt in the wilderness of Paran: and his mother took him a wife out of the land of Egypt.
Ishmael is probably 15 or 16 years old around the time of this banishment.  As he and his mother wander through the wilderness, both become faint due to a lack of water, but obviously Ishmael was in a worse condition than his mother.  Verse 16 indicates that he was nearing death.  The wording of vs.15 seems to bother some people because it says that Hagar “cast” her son under one of the shrubs.  Many times the word “cast” carries with it the idea of throwing something, however that is not true all the time.  According to Webster’s 1828 dictionary, the word can also mean “to put or set in a particular place…or…to lay aside.”  This same use of the word “cast” is found in Matthew 15:30.

-Hagar receives some encouragement from the Lord in the form of answered prayer.  After hearing the news that a great nation would come from her son, God then reveals to her that a well of water was just near.  What a revelation this must have been!  Just moments before, she saw no way out of her troubles.  Now not only does she have hope in her present situation, but she also has good news about her son’s future.  What’s interesting in the passage is that Hagar couldn’t see the well until God opened her eyes.  The same is true for any lost sinner.  Before a man gets saved, he’s walking around in this world without hope and without God (Eph 2:12).  The answer to all his problems is very near him (Rom 10:8), but he’s blinded by the god of this world (2 Cor 4:4).  When God opens his eyes and shows him his need for Jesus Christ, the sinner is able to run to the well of living water and drink (John 4:10, 7:38, Rev 21:6, 22:17).  After drinking from the well of salvation, that sinner not only has help for his present troubles, but also has a blessed hope and knows where he will be in the future (1 Pet 1:3-5).

Another interesting note about the passage, in particular vs.19, is that the scripture doesn’t mention that Hagar drank from the well.  We can only assume that she did.  However, vs.19 specifically points out that she gave the lad a drink.  This is a good lesson for any sinner who’s been saved by partaking of the living water.  We should share the water with others and not keep it all to ourselves.  

21:22  ¶And it came to pass at that time, that Abimelech and Phichol the chief captain of his host spake unto Abraham, saying, God is with thee in all that thou doest: 

21:23  Now therefore swear unto me here by God that thou wilt not deal falsely with me, nor with my son, nor with my son's son: but according to the kindness that I have done unto thee, thou shalt do unto me, and to the land wherein thou hast sojourned. 

21:24  And Abraham said, I will swear. 

21:25  And Abraham reproved Abimelech because of a well of water, which Abimelech's servants had violently taken away. 

21:26  And Abimelech said, I wot not who hath done this thing: neither didst thou tell me, neither yet heard I of it, but to day. 

21:27  And Abraham took sheep and oxen, and gave them unto Abimelech; and both of them made a covenant. 

21:28  And Abraham set seven ewe lambs of the flock by themselves. 

21:29  And Abimelech said unto Abraham, What mean these seven ewe lambs which thou hast set by themselves? 

21:30  And he said, For these seven ewe lambs shalt thou take of my hand, that they may be a witness unto me, that I have digged this well. 

21:31  Wherefore he called that place Beersheba; because there they sware both of them. 

21:32  Thus they made a covenant at Beersheba: then Abimelech rose up, and Phichol the chief captain of his host, and they returned into the land of the Philistines. 

21:33  ¶And Abraham planted a grove in Beersheba, and called there on the name of the LORD, the everlasting God. 

21:34  And Abraham sojourned in the Philistines' land many days.

Abraham took advantage of Abimelech’s offer in Genesis 20:15 and chose a place to stay in Abimelech’s land.  In vs.22, Abimelech states that God was with Abraham in everything he did.  In the Old Testament, people associated God’s blessing with physical riches and wealth.  This was true with Job (Job 8:6, 22:23-27), and can also be seen from such verses as Proverbs 3:16, 14:24, and 22:4.  This is probably what made Abimelech come to the conclusion of vs.22.  At this time, Abimelech thought it wise to secure a peaceful future with one of the richest and most blessed men of the land. Therefore, he makes Abraham swear that he won’t lie again and that he will treat his family honourably for years to come (vs.23).

-In vss.25-32, Abraham is attempting to keep his business relationship with Abimelech open and honest.  Abraham could have fought back when Abimelech’s servants violently took away the well.  But, probably because he was a stranger in that land, he thought it would be better to handle things in a more peaceful manner.  The ewes were given as proof of the covenant (vs.30); so that there could be no cheating at a later time.  We can think of the ewes as a receipt for the well.  

The place where the covenant was made is called Beersheba, which means “the well of the oath”.  Beersheba becomes part of an often used phrase in the Bible, “from Dan even to Beersheba.”  Dan was located in the northern most part of Israel and Beersheba was exactly opposite, located in the south.  The two cities represented the northern and southern borders of the land.  Abraham used Beersheba as his home for quite some time after setting up a place to pray in vs.33 (see also Gen 22:19).  

GENESIS 22

Genesis 22:1  ¶And it came to pass after these things, that God did tempt Abraham, and said unto him, Abraham: and he said, Behold, here I am. 

22:2  And he said, Take now thy son, thine only son Isaac, whom thou lovest, and get thee into the land of Moriah; and offer him there for a burnt offering upon one of the mountains which I will tell thee of.

Many people see a contradiction between vs.1 and James 1:13 which says, “Let no man say when he is tempted, I am tempted of God: for God cannot be tempted with evil, neither tempteth he any man.”  Clearly in Genesis 22:1, Abraham was tempted by God, so how can James make the statement which he did?  In order to make sense out of the two verses, the first thing we need to do is understand how the word “tempt” is used in the Bible.  Sometimes it means “to push someone to sin”.  This is the context in which James used the word (see James 1:14-15).  Then there are other times in the Bible when the word “tempt” means “to test” or “to try”.  This is the situation in Genesis 22:1.  If there were any doubts about this, you simply need to read Hebrews 11:17, which says, “By faith Abraham; when he was tried, offered up Isaac…”  The scripture interprets the scripture.  So obviously, there is no contradiction.  Both contexts interpret the meaning of the word “tempt” and show that the same word is used in two different ways.

-In vs.2, Isaac becomes one of the strongest types of Christ in the Bible.  Joseph is definitely the strongest, but Isaac will run a close second to him.  Isaac is the son of Abraham, who is the father of many nations.  Jesus Christ is the Son of God, who is the Father.  Isaac is called Abraham’s only son (because at this point, Ishmael was gone).  Jesus Christ is called the only begotten Son (Jn 1:18).  The Bible points out that Abraham loved Isaac, yet he was still willing to offer him as a sacrifice.  God loved his Son, the Lord Jesus, yet because God so loved the world, he gave his only begotten Son in our place!  

A form of the word “love” is used for the first time in vs.2 (“lovest”).  According to the law of first mention, the first usage of a word will give its meaning.  By applying that rule, we can see that true love is shown by offering up something you love.  That’s why the offering of Jesus Christ was the greatest manifestation of love in the history of the world.  No one ever loved anyone as much as God loved his Son.  Yet he sacrificed him (Isa 53:10, Jn 3:16, Eph 5:2) because of his great love for you and me.  

22:3  ¶And Abraham rose up early in the morning, and saddled his ass, and took two of his young men with him, and Isaac his son, and clave the wood for the burnt offering, and rose up, and went unto the place of which God had told him. 

22:4  Then on the third day Abraham lifted up his eyes, and saw the place afar off. 

22:5  And Abraham said unto his young men, Abide ye here with the ass; and I and the lad will go yonder and worship, and come again to you. 

22:6  And Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering, and laid it upon Isaac his son; and he took the fire in his hand, and a knife; and they went both of them together. 

22:7  And Isaac spake unto Abraham his father, and said, My father: and he said, Here am I, my son. And he said, Behold the fire and the wood: but where is the lamb for a burnt offering? 

22:8  And Abraham said, My son, God will provide himself a lamb for a burnt offering: so they went both of them together.
This particular morning was no doubt the most difficult of Abraham’s life.  Out of love and obedience toward God he’s preparing to sacrifice the son whom he loves.  Regardless of whatever decisions you’ll have to make to today, I doubt it will be as difficult as the one Abraham made in this passage.  

-In vs.5, Abraham makes a great statement of faith.  He instructs his two young men to wait for him and Isaac because they (both Abraham and Isaac) were going to come again.  This seems quite illogical because Abraham knew that he was supposed to kill his son.  Why would he think that both of them would come back down the mountain?  God had already told him in Genesis 21:12 that in Isaac would his seed be called.  Abraham knew that this would be impossible if Isaac were dead.  Therefore, Abraham figured that even if he killed his son, God would have to raise him from the dead in order to fulfill his word.  This is the same conclusion that the author of Hebrews came to, for he wrote, “…and he that had received the promises offered up his only begotten son, of whom it was said, That in Isaac shall thy seed be called:  accounting that God was able to raise him up, even from the dead; from whence also he received him in a figure.”
-In these verses, we see again how that Isaac is a strong picture of the Lord Jesus Christ.  Verse 6 tells us that as they were ascending the mount, Abraham laid the wood upon Isaac’s shoulders.  This is reminiscent of the time when Jesus Christ had to carry the cross up Calvary’s mountain.  Abraham is taking fire in his hand.  This would represent the punishment of hell that Jesus experienced (Ps 57:4, Isa 53:10-12, Acts 2:31).  Finally, this picture of Calvary wouldn’t be complete without a lamb being mentioned as the substitute sacrifice (vss.7-8). Jesus, the Lamb of God, was of course our sacrifice (Jn 1:29, 1 Pet 1:19).

-The wording of vs.8 makes it a very special verse.  Abraham tells Isaac that God will provide himself a lamb.  This phrase can be understood two ways in English.  First of all, it could mean that God himself will find a lamb and use it as a sacrifice.  However, because of the way the words are put together, it can also mean that God will offer himself as the sacrificial lamb.  As Bible believers, we know that is exactly what happened!  God came down to the earth and manifested himself in the flesh (Jn 1:14, 1 Tim 3:16).  After 33 years of life on the earth which he created, God was offered up as the sacrificial Lamb.  It’s true that while Jesus was down here on the earth, the Father was still up in heaven.  But what is important to remember here is that God has three parts: a body, a soul, and a spirit.  All three of those parts are God.  When Jesus was on the earth, he was God on the earth in the flesh (body).  At the same time, the soul of God was still up in heaven sitting on his throne (the Father).  And at the same time, the Holy Ghost was working through the Lord Jesus Christ (the spirit).  

If you have any doubts about whether or not God died on the cross, let me give you a few things to consider.  In Isaiah 54:4, God tells Israel that she would not remember the reproach of her widowhood anymore.  The only way to become a widow is to lose a husband through death.  Who was Israel’s husband?  Isaiah 54:5 tells us it was her Maker, the LORD of hosts.  That’s God the Father!  If Israel has widowhood, it means that her husband died!  That means Jehovah died.  You might ask, “When did Jehovah ever die?”  The Bible says in 2 Corinthians 5:19, “To wit, that God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto himself…”
One last thing you should notice about this subject is that Abraham eventually offered up a ram in the place of his son (Gen 22:13).  A ram is the father of a lamb.  That means that the ram ends up as a sacrifice, not the lamb!  This indicates even further that God himself became a sacrifice for us!  

22:9  And they came to the place which God had told him of; and Abraham built an altar there, and laid the wood in order, and bound Isaac his son, and laid him on the altar upon the wood. 

22:10  And Abraham stretched forth his hand, and took the knife to slay his son. 

11 And the angel of the LORD called unto him out of heaven, and said, Abraham, Abraham: and he said, Here am I. 

22:12  And he said, Lay not thine hand upon the lad, neither do thou any thing unto him: for now I know that thou fearest God, seeing thou hast not withheld thy son, thine only son from me. 

22:13  And Abraham lifted up his eyes, and looked, and behold behind him a ram caught in a thicket by his horns: and Abraham went and took the ram, and offered him up for a burnt offering in the stead of his son. 

22:14  And Abraham called the name of that place Jehovah-jireh: as it is said to this day, In the mount of the LORD it shall be seen.
In vs.9, Abraham the father is bringing this pain upon his son.  This then can be cross referenced with Isaiah 53:10, where God the Father was pleased to bruise his Son and put him to grief when he laid him on the altar of a wooden cross.

-Abraham, with knife in hand (vs.10), had proven to God what the most important thing in his life was (vs.12).  Although he loved his son dearly, God was more important.  Are you willing to sacrifice the things you love in order to please and obey God? (see also Luke 14:26-27,33)

-I’ve already commented on the importance of the ram being sacrificed just prior to these verses listed above.  

-The name of the place becomes Jehovah-jireh, which means, “The LORD who provides”, obviously because God provided a ram to be sacrificed in the place of his son.  In the King James text, there are three different uses of the word Jehovah connected with one of his attributes.

1) Jehovah-jireh…The LORD who provides…(Gen 22:14)

2) Jehovah-nissi…The LORD our banner…(Ex 17:15)

3) Jehovah-shalom…The LORD our peace…(Judg 6:24)

-Abraham tells us that Jehovah-jireh shall be seen from the mount of the LORD.  This mount of the LORD is mount Zion (Ps 48:1-2).  So if you were to stand on top of mount Zion, you would be able to see the place where Abraham attempted to kill Isaac, which was one of the mountains of Moriah (vs.2).  Zion is a mountain in Jerusalem (Isa 10:32).  Jerusalem however has other mountains, one of which is called mount Moriah (2 Chr 3:1).  Therefore, because both mountains are found within the city limits of Jerusalem, you can see how someone can stand on the mount of the LORD and see the place called Jehovah-jireh.

22:15  ¶And the angel of the LORD called unto Abraham out of heaven the second time, 

22:16  And said, By myself have I sworn, saith the LORD, for because thou hast done this thing, and hast not withheld thy son, thine only son: 

22:17  That in blessing I will bless thee, and in multiplying I will multiply thy seed as the stars of the heaven, and as the sand which is upon the sea shore; and thy seed shall possess the gate of his enemies; 

22:18  And in thy seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed; because thou hast obeyed my voice. 

22:19  So Abraham returned unto his young men, and they rose up and went together to Beersheba; and Abraham dwelt at Beersheba. 

22:20  ¶And it came to pass after these things, that it was told Abraham, saying, Behold, Milcah, she hath also born children unto thy brother Nahor; 

22:21  Huz his firstborn, and Buz his brother, and Kemuel the father of Aram, 

22:22  And Chesed, and Hazo, and Pildash, and Jidlaph, and Bethuel. 

22:23  And Bethuel begat Rebekah: these eight Milcah did bear to Nahor, Abraham's brother. 

22:24  And his concubine, whose name was Reumah, she bare also Tebah, and Gaham, and Thahash, and Maachah.
The angel is repeating the covenant that God has made with Abraham, with the exception of one part.  Each time God appears to be repeating this covenant, he always adds a little something.  Look closely at the verses where God has promised something to Abraham.

1) (Gen 12:7) “Unto thy seed will I give this land…”
2) (Gen 13:15-16) “For all the land that thou seest, to thee will I give it, and to thy seed for ever.  And I will make thy seed as the dust of the earth: so that if a man can number the dust of the earth, then shall thy seed also be numbered.”  (God added “for ever” in vs.15 and then he added the part about an innumerable amount of children.)

3) (Gen 15:18) “In the same day the LORD made a covenant with Abram, saying, Unto thy seed have I given this land, from the river of Egypt unto the great river Euphrates.”  (God increased the size of the land grant here.  It was only the land of Canaan, but here it got expanded.)

4) (Gen 17:4) “As for me, behold, my covenant is with thee, and thou shalt be a father of many nations.” (God added that Abraham would be the father of nations-plural.)

5) (Gen 17:8) “And I will give unto thee, and to thy seed after thee, the land wherein thou art a stranger, all the land of Canaan, for an everlasting possession; and I will be their God.” (God added “I will be their God”.)

6) (Gen 22:17) “That in blessing I will bless thee, and in multiplying I will multiply thy seed as the stars of the heaven, and as the sand which is upon the seas shore; and thy seed shall possess the gate of his enemies.” (God added “thy seed shall possess the gate of his enemies”.)

-Verse 18 is similar to Genesis 12:3, however there is a slight difference.  Genesis 12:3 is an unconditional promise whereas vs.18 mentions Abraham’s obedience as the reason for this promise being given.  The two verses supplement one another nicely.  God, through his foreknowledge, knew that Abraham would be an obedient man (Gen 22:18), and therefore he gave him an unconditional promise (Gen 12:3).

-Nahor, the brother of Abraham, is mentioned in vss.20-24.  The lineage is traced down to Rebekah, who becomes a key figure in chapter 24.  

GENESIS 23

Genesis 23:1  ¶And Sarah was an hundred and seven and twenty years old: these were the years of the life of Sarah. 

23:2  And Sarah died in Kirjatharba; the same is Hebron in the land of Canaan: and Abraham came to mourn for Sarah, and to weep for her. 

23:3  ¶And Abraham stood up from before his dead, and spake unto the sons of Heth, saying, 

23:4  I am a stranger and a sojourner with you: give me a possession of a buryingplace with you, that I may bury my dead out of my sight. 

23:5  And the children of Heth answered Abraham, saying unto him, 

23:6  Hear us, my lord: thou art a mighty prince among us: in the choice of our sepulchres bury thy dead; none of us shall withhold from thee his sepulchre, but that thou mayest bury thy dead. 

23:7  And Abraham stood up, and bowed himself to the people of the land, even to the children of Heth. 

23:8  And he communed with them, saying, If it be your mind that I should bury my dead out of my sight; hear me, and intreat for me to Ephron the son of Zohar, 

23:9  That he may give me the cave of Machpelah, which he hath, which is in the end of his field; for as much money as it is worth he shall give it me for a possession of a buryingplace amongst you. 

23:10  And Ephron dwelt among the children of Heth: and Ephron the Hittite answered Abraham in the audience of the children of Heth, even of all that went in at the gate of his city, saying, 

23:11  Nay, my lord, hear me: the field give I thee, and the cave that is therein, I give it thee; in the presence of the sons of my people give I it thee: bury thy dead. 

23:12  And Abraham bowed down himself before the people of the land. 

23:13  And he spake unto Ephron in the audience of the people of the land, saying, But if thou wilt give it, I pray thee, hear me: I will give thee money for the field; take it of me, and I will bury my dead there. 

23:14  And Ephron answered Abraham, saying unto him, 

23:15  My lord, hearken unto me: the land is worth four hundred shekels of silver; what is that betwixt me and thee? bury therefore thy dead. 

23:16  ¶And Abraham hearkened unto Ephron; and Abraham weighed to Ephron the silver, which he had named in the audience of the sons of Heth, four hundred shekels of silver, current money with the merchant. 

23:17  And the field of Ephron, which was in Machpelah, which was before Mamre, the field, and the cave which was therein, and all the trees that were in the field, that were in all the borders round about, were made sure 

23:18  Unto Abraham for a possession in the presence of the children of Heth, before all that went in at the gate of his city. 

23:19  And after this, Abraham buried Sarah his wife in the cave of the field of Machpelah before Mamre: the same is Hebron in the land of Canaan. 

23:20  And the field, and the cave that is therein, were made sure unto Abraham for a possession of a buryingplace by the sons of Heth.
The entire chapter covers the death of Sarah and how Abraham handled the funeral arrangements.  Little explanation is needed for the majority of the verses.  It was worthy to note that Sarah is the only woman in the Bible to have her age mentioned.  

The transition that is taking place portrays a clear picture of what happened in the early part of New Testament history.  Sarah (picture of Israel) is being “hid in the field” (Matt 13:44) and is awaiting resurrection (Eze 37:11-14, Rom 11:15).  After Sarah is put away in ch.23, Abraham (picture of God the Father) sends forth his servant (picture of the Holy Spirit) to find a bride for his son Isaac (picture of Jesus Christ).  Thus Rebekah becomes a picture of the New Testament church, as we will see in the next chapter. 

GENESIS 24

Genesis 24:1  ¶And Abraham was old, and well stricken in age: and the LORD had blessed Abraham in all things. 

24:2  And Abraham said unto his eldest servant of his house, that ruled over all that he had, Put, I pray thee, thy hand under my thigh: 

24:3  And I will make thee swear by the LORD, the God of heaven, and the God of the earth, that thou shalt not take a wife unto my son of the daughters of the Canaanites, among whom I dwell: 

24:4  But thou shalt go unto my country, and to my kindred, and take a wife unto my son Isaac. 

24:5  And the servant said unto him, Peradventure the woman will not be willing to follow me unto this land: must I needs bring thy son again unto the land from whence thou camest? 

24:6  And Abraham said unto him, Beware thou that thou bring not my son thither again.
The eldest servant of Abraham’s house is Eliezer (Gen 15:2).  Although this man is named in the scriptures, he is not named in this chapter and there’s a good reason for that.  This chapter is filled with typology.  Abraham is a type of God the Father.  Isaac is a type of Christ.  Rebekah is a picture of the church.  And this eldest servant is a picture of the Holy Spirit.  Jesus told us that the Holy Ghost would not speak of himself, but rather that he would testify of and glorify Jesus Christ (Jn 15:26, 16:13-14).  In this chapter, the servant is sent out to find a bride for Abraham’s beloved son, Isaac.  This is the same procedure in the New Testament, only the Holy Spirit has been sent to convict sinners and bring them to Christ, thus forming a bride for God’s beloved Son, the Lord Jesus.  Therefore, Eliezer’s name is left out of Genesis 24, thus giving a clear picture of the work of the Spirit in the church age.

There are also many valuable lessons in the chapter.

1) God is selective and particular. (vs.3)

2) The Groom won’t come to a foreign land ever again. (vs.6)

3) God wants a clean woman for his Son. (vs.16)

4) The Bride of Christ has room for Him. (vs.25)

5) The King’s business is more important than eating and drinking. (vs.33)

6) The Bride gets an earnest of her inheritance before she meets the Groom. (vs.53)

7) The Bride goes “His way” and not “her way”. (vs.61)

-In vs.2, Abraham asks his servant to put his hand under Abraham’s thigh while swearing by the LORD God.  This is done because the thigh is the strongest part of a human body and therefore is used to symbolize the strength of the oath being made.

-Abraham is strongly against inter-racial marriages, as can be seen from verses 3 and 4.  Abraham had already had a couple of bad experiences with these “outlandish” women; once personally with Hagar and then also indirectly through Lot’s wife (she was an Egyptian).  God warned the people of Israel that they should not marry any of the daughters of Canaan after they entered the promised land (Deut 7:1-4), which warning they didn’t heed (Num 25).  After Israel came out of captivity, both Ezra and Nehemiah gave special notice to this problem as well.  However, the warning that God gives to Israel only concerned the people of Canaan, not any other Gentile.  In Deuteronomy 21:10-14, God gave statutes for marrying a Gentile woman who had been taken in war, so obviously such a situation can’t be called sinful.  

Some people fight ardently for the right to marry whoever they want, regardless of their nationality.  When asked about these matters personally, I must say that I can’t give a verse of scripture that conclusively proves inter-racial marriages are wrong (with the exception of a Jew marrying a person of Canaanite descendency).  Acts 17:26 indicates that God has set bounds for the habitations of all the people on the earth.  This shows that God segregates every nation of men so that they can seek the Lord (Acts 17:27).  Thus, my advice is this: if you want to marry someone outside of your race, you will have “trouble in the flesh”.  Cultures will conflict, religious beliefs with clash, the in-laws will have strife, the children will be confused as to which side of the family they belong to more, the children will often physically look different and strange to other children, and the list goes on and on.  If people want to do it, they just better be sure they’re doing it for the right reason, and not just to prove a political point or to better their standard of living.  

-Verses 5 and 6 point directly to Christ.  The Lord Jesus Christ has already come to this world in order to suffer and die for his bride (Eph 5:25).  There’s no need to bring him back again so that a bride can be found.  As a well known song properly says, “They’ll never crucify him again!”

24:7  The LORD God of heaven, which took me from my father's house, and from the land of my kindred, and which spake unto me, and that sware unto me, saying, Unto thy seed will I give this land; he shall send his angel before thee, and thou shalt take a wife unto my son from thence. 

24:8  And if the woman will not be willing to follow thee, then thou shalt be clear from this my oath: only bring not my son thither again. 

24:9  And the servant put his hand under the thigh of Abraham his master, and sware to him concerning that matter.

24:10  ¶And the servant took ten camels of the camels of his master, and departed; for all the goods of his master were in his hand: and he arose, and went to Mesopotamia, unto the city of Nahor. 

24:11  And he made his camels to kneel down without the city by a well of water at the time of the evening, even the time that women go out to draw water. 

24:12  And he said, O LORD God of my master Abraham, I pray thee, send me good speed this day, and shew kindness unto my master Abraham. 

24:13  Behold, I stand here by the well of water; and the daughters of the men of the city come out to draw water: 

24:14  And let it come to pass, that the damsel to whom I shall say, Let down thy pitcher, I pray thee, that I may drink; and she shall say, Drink, and I will give thy camels drink also: let the same be she that thou hast appointed for thy servant Isaac; and thereby shall I know that thou hast shewed kindness unto my master.

One cannot help but to think of a soul winner when reading this passage.  In the New Testament, we have been commissioned and sent out to bring people to Christ (pictured by Isaac).  Thank God, as we go out, we know that the Holy Ghost has gone before us to convict lost sinners of sin, righteousness, and judgment.  Our job as ambassadors for Christ is to make salvation available to the lost.  We can’t force someone to receive Christ.  If they reject our offer, then God will not hold us accountable for that person’s soul.  Their blood is not on our hands.  Just like Eliezer, he was sent to make an offer.  If the woman rejects the offer, Abraham couldn’t be angry with or punish him.  

-There is another good example for a soul winner starting in vs.12.  Before going out to witness to anyone, a person should be “prayed up”.  You should ask for wisdom in not only what to say, but who exactly to say it to!  Eliezer prays and before he finishes his prayer, God has already answered (Isa 65:24).  

24:15  ¶And it came to pass, before he had done speaking, that, behold, Rebekah came out, who was born to Bethuel, son of Milcah, the wife of Nahor, Abraham's brother, with her pitcher upon her shoulder. 

24:16  And the damsel was very fair to look upon, a virgin, neither had any man known her: and she went down to the well, and filled her pitcher, and came up. 

24:17  And the servant ran to meet her, and said, Let me, I pray thee, drink a little water of thy pitcher. 

24:18  And she said, Drink, my lord: and she hasted, and let down her pitcher upon her hand, and gave him drink. 

24:19  And when she had done giving him drink, she said, I will draw water for thy camels also, until they have done drinking. 

24:20  And she hasted, and emptied her pitcher into the trough, and ran again unto the well to draw water, and drew for all his camels. 

24:21  And the man wondering at her held his peace, to wit whether the LORD had made his journey prosperous or not. 

24:22  And it came to pass, as the camels had done drinking, that the man took a golden earring of half a shekel weight, and two bracelets for her hands of ten shekels weight of gold; 

24:23  And said, Whose daughter art thou? tell me, I pray thee: is there room in thy father's house for us to lodge in? 

24:24  And she said unto him, I am the daughter of Bethuel the son of Milcah, which she bare unto Nahor. 

24:25  She said moreover unto him, We have both straw and provender enough, and room to lodge in. 

24:26  And the man bowed down his head, and worshipped the LORD. 

24:27  And he said, Blessed be the LORD God of my master Abraham, who hath not left destitute my master of his mercy and his truth: I being in the way, the LORD led me to the house of my master's brethren. 

24:28  And the damsel ran, and told them of her mother's house these things.

Lester Roloff, one of the greatest Christians to live in the 20th century, said that verse 20 is the first recorded incident of running water in the Bible.  It’s important though to remember that Rebekah here is a picture of the bride of Christ, the church.  Notice her fervency and generosity.  This is exactly what God wants from his church.  The Bible says in Romans 12:11 that a Christian should be “not slothful in business; fervent in spirit; serving the Lord.”  Hence, Rebekah gives us a good example of the proper conduct of God’s church.

-Verse 21 tells us that Eliezer “wondered at her”.  If a man or woman will be faithful in their prayer lives, he or she will also have many times like this.  We know that God answers prayer.  We know that if we ask, we shall receive.  However, when you’re watching the hand of God work on your behalf, it is quite a wonderful thing.  Whenever I see God answering a prayer in my own life, I can’t help but think, “Why should God take time to listen to or even think about me?”  Like David said, “What is man, that thou art mindful of him?  and the son of man, that thou visitest him?”

-Eliezer partly credits his success to “being in the way” (vs.27).  In the New Testament, we would call this being in the center of God’s will for your life at that particular time.  When you’re “in the way”, then God is able to lead you and open doors for you to minister to people.  

-Upon hearing the news of God’s hand at work in her life, Rebekah runs and tells her mother’s house about these things.  It’s too bad that more Christians do not have this same zeal when it comes to telling people what God has done in their lives. 

24:29  ¶And Rebekah had a brother, and his name was Laban: and Laban ran out unto the man, unto the well. 

24:30  And it came to pass, when he saw the earring and bracelets upon his sister's hands, and when he heard the words of Rebekah his sister, saying, Thus spake the man unto me; that he came unto the man; and, behold, he stood by the camels at the well. 

24:31  And he said, Come in, thou blessed of the LORD; wherefore standest thou without? for I have prepared the house, and room for the camels. 

24:32  And the man came into the house: and he ungirded his camels, and gave straw and provender for the camels, and water to wash his feet, and the men's feet that were with him. 

24:33  And there was set meat before him to eat: but he said, I will not eat, until I have told mine errand. And he said, Speak on. 

24:34  And he said, I am Abraham's servant. 

24:35  And the LORD hath blessed my master greatly; and he is become great: and he hath given him flocks, and herds, and silver, and gold, and menservants, and maidservants, and camels, and asses. 

24:36  And Sarah my master's wife bare a son to my master when she was old: and unto him hath he given all that he hath. 

24:37  And my master made me swear, saying, Thou shalt not take a wife to my son of the daughters of the Canaanites, in whose land I dwell: 

24:38  But thou shalt go unto my father's house, and to my kindred, and take a wife unto my son. 

24:39  And I said unto my master, Peradventure the woman will not follow me. 

24:40  And he said unto me, The LORD, before whom I walk, will send his angel with thee, and prosper thy way; and thou shalt take a wife for my son of my kindred, and of my father's house: 

24:41  Then shalt thou be clear from this my oath, when thou comest to my kindred; and if they give not thee one, thou shalt be clear from my oath. 

24:42  And I came this day unto the well, and said, O LORD God of my master Abraham, if now thou do prosper my way which I go: 

24:43  Behold, I stand by the well of water; and it shall come to pass, that when the virgin cometh forth to draw water, and I say to her, Give me, I pray thee, a little water of thy pitcher to drink; 

24:44  And she say to me, Both drink thou, and I will also draw for thy camels: let the same be the woman whom the LORD hath appointed out for my master's son. 

24:45  And before I had done speaking in mine heart, behold, Rebekah came forth with her pitcher on her shoulder; and she went down unto the well, and drew water: and I said unto her, Let me drink, I pray thee. 

24:46  And she made haste, and let down her pitcher from her shoulder, and said, Drink, and I will give thy camels drink also: so I drank, and she made the camels drink also. 

24:47  And I asked her, and said, Whose daughter art thou? And she said, The daughter of Bethuel, Nahor's son, whom Milcah bare unto him: and I put the earring upon her face, and the bracelets upon her hands. 

24:48  And I bowed down my head, and worshipped the LORD, and blessed the LORD God of my master Abraham, which had led me in the right way to take my master's brother's daughter unto his son.

In this passage, Eliezer is simply rehearsing the recent happenings with the rest of Rebekah’s family.  Notice that Eliezer will not eat until he has taken care of his errand (vs.33).  This servant was more worried about doing what his master wanted him to do than his own belly.  Again, he gives us an excellent example as to how a soul winner should behave.  In order to accomplish something of a spiritual nature, you have to put down the desires of the flesh.

-We’re also introduced to Laban in the passage (vs.29).  Right away, it’s obvious where Laban’s interests are.  Upon seeing the beautiful jewelry that Eliezer had given his sister, Laban immediately invites this man into his house.  One has to wonder what would have happened if there wouldn’t have been any riches involved!  Laban’s piety shows through in vs. 31 when he says, “Come in, thou blessed of the LORD…”  This sounds very much like Saul in 1 Samuel 15 whenever he was trying to appear spiritual even though he really wasn’t.  Laban eventually becomes the uncle to Jacob.  This problem of the “lusts of the eyes” evidently runs in the family.  When comparing Genesis 24:30, “And it came to pass, when he saw the earring and bracelets…” with Genesis 45:27, “…and when he saw the wagons …” you can see that both Laban and Jacob were driven by similar motives.  

24:49  And now if ye will deal kindly and truly with my master, tell me: and if not, tell me; that I may turn to the right hand, or to the left. 

24:50  Then Laban and Bethuel answered and said, The thing proceedeth from the LORD: we cannot speak unto thee bad or good. 

24:51  Behold, Rebekah is before thee, take her, and go, and let her be thy master's son's wife, as the LORD hath spoken. 

24:52  And it came to pass, that, when Abraham's servant heard their words, he worshipped the LORD, bowing himself to the earth. 

24:53  And the servant brought forth jewels of silver, and jewels of gold, and raiment, and gave them to Rebekah: he gave also to her brother and to her mother precious things. 

24:54  And they did eat and drink, he and the men that were with him, and tarried all night; and they rose up in the morning, and he said, Send me away unto my master. 

24:55  And her brother and her mother said, Let the damsel abide with us a few days, at the least ten; after that she shall go. 

24:56  And he said unto them, Hinder me not, seeing the LORD hath prospered my way; send me away that I may go to my master. 

24:57  And they said, We will call the damsel, and enquire at her mouth. 

24:58  And they called Rebekah, and said unto her, Wilt thou go with this man? And she said, I will go. 

24:59  And they sent away Rebekah their sister, and her nurse, and Abraham's servant, and his men. 

24:60  And they blessed Rebekah, and said unto her, Thou art our sister, be thou the mother of thousands of millions, and let thy seed possess the gate of those which hate them.

According to Oriental customs, Eliezer is doing the proper thing by asking the men of the house (both the father and the brother) for their permission to take Rebekah.  As can be seen from vs.58, in the end Rebekah had a choice in the matter, but only as far as the timing of her departure.  The “deal was sealed” back in vss.50-51.  The decision was that Rebekah would go.  By the time we reach vs.58, we’re reading about the actual time of their departure, not whether or not she is going to go with him.  

-Verse 58 also affords us some great insight into New Testament doctrine.  Since Rebekah is a strong picture of the church in the passage, this question of, “Wilt thou go with this man?” can very much be applied to any sinner who is presented with the free gift of salvation.  In contradiction with the heretical teachings of John Calvin, every man has a free will and is able to make their own choice as to whether or not they want to receive Christ.  After the Holy Ghost has convicted a person about sin, righteousness, and judgment, and has shown them the truth about the Lord Jesus Christ, then that person is left with one simple question, ”Wilt thou go with this man?”  Your answer to that question will decide where you spend eternity.  As for Rebekah, her answer to this question was “yes”, meaning that she wanted to leave right away without delay.  Again, we can apply these things to any lost sinner and say that it’s a wise decision for them to receive Christ without delay.  As the scripture says, “he that believeth shall not make haste.” (Isa 28:16)  In other words, “You can’t believe on him too quickly.”  

-Verse 60 is obviously prophetical and will be fulfilled in eternity when there will literally be Jews like the sands of the sea.  The phrase “thousands of millions” is what we would call billions.  The last part of vs. 60 was fulfilled at times throughout the Old Testament.  However, its complete fulfillment will take place in the millennium after Christ comes again and make Israel the chief nation over the whole earth.

24:61  ¶And Rebekah arose, and her damsels, and they rode upon the camels, and followed the man: and the servant took Rebekah, and went his way. 

24:62  And Isaac came from the way of the well Lahairoi; for he dwelt in the south country. 

24:63  And Isaac went out to meditate in the field at the eventide: and he lifted up his eyes, and saw, and, behold, the camels were coming. 

24:64  And Rebekah lifted up her eyes, and when she saw Isaac, she lighted off the camel. 

24:65  For she had said unto the servant, What man is this that walketh in the field to meet us? And the servant had said, It is my master: therefore she took a vail, and covered herself. 

24:66  And the servant told Isaac all things that he had done. 

24:67  And Isaac brought her into his mother Sarah's tent, and took Rebekah, and she became his wife; and he loved her: and Isaac was comforted after his mother's death.
The historical truth in these verses is very apparent.  However, the passage also offers a nice picture of the church going home at the rapture to see the bridegroom for the first time.  As Rebekah approaches, she learns that she is coming close to her soon to be husband.  With great anticipation, she jumps off the camel and goes to meet Isaac.  As all the story books put it, “it was love at first sight”.  Of course, as it is with many popular sayings, this one also came from the Bible (vs.67).  

-Verse 67 tells us that Isaac was comforted over his mother’s death because he met his wife.  There’s no doubt that the sufferings of the cross were more brutal than any thing the human mind could imagine.  Yet at the same time, Hebrews 12:2 tells us, “…who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God.”  In the midst of his pain and sorrow, Jesus Christ could still have joy in knowing that one day he would be with his Father again in heaven.  Furthermore, Jesus knew that after he had gone away for a while, he would come again to receive us unto himself, that where he is, so we may be also (John 14:2-3).  Therefore Jesus, like Isaac, was comforted concerning his death by simply knowing that one day he will meet his bride and marry her in the ivory palace of heaven (Ps 45:8).  

GENESIS 25

Genesis 25:1  ¶Then again Abraham took a wife, and her name was Keturah. 

25:2  And she bare him Zimran, and Jokshan, and Medan, and Midian, and Ishbak, and Shuah. 

25:3  And Jokshan begat Sheba, and Dedan. And the sons of Dedan were Asshurim, and Letushim, and Leummim. 

25:4  And the sons of Midian; Ephah, and Epher, and Hanoch, and Abida, and Eldaah. All these were the children of Keturah. 

25:5  ¶And Abraham gave all that he had unto Isaac. 

25:6  But unto the sons of the concubines, which Abraham had, Abraham gave gifts, and sent them away from Isaac his son, while he yet lived, eastward, unto the east country. 

25:7  And these are the days of the years of Abraham's life which he lived, an hundred threescore and fifteen years. 

25:8  Then Abraham gave up the ghost, and died in a good old age, an old man, and full of years; and was gathered to his people. 

25:9  And his sons Isaac and Ishmael buried him in the cave of Machpelah, in the field of Ephron the son of Zohar the Hittite, which is before Mamre; 

25:10  The field which Abraham purchased of the sons of Heth: there was Abraham buried, and Sarah his wife.
According to vs.6 and also 1 Chronicles 1:32, Keturah was Abraham’s concubine.  A concubine is considered a “little wife” by many cultures.  She’s a woman who doesn’t have all the privileges of an actual wife, but she’s not simply someone who is there for sexual pleasure alone.  

Her children were sent away to the east country.  The scriptures do not tell us how far east they went exactly.  It could be that the wise men who came from the “east” seeking Christ in Matthew 2:1 were descendants of Keturah and Abraham.  At the same time, this branch of Abraham’s family might have gone only as far as Babylon and settled there.  Most scholars have the children of Keturah settling in the regions near Arabia, which would be a logical guess.  Any and all guesses are at best guesses, because there’s really no way of knowing for sure how far they went.  

-Abraham dies at the age of 175 (vs.7) and is gathered to his people (vs.8).  Some would think that the phrase “gathered to his people” would be a reference to the grave yard.  They would think that by burying Abraham close to his deceased loved ones, that fulfills the phrase “gathered to his people”.   In order to fully appreciate what is meant by “gathered to his people”, we need to compare Genesis 49:33 and 50:13.  In that passage, Jacob dies and the Bible says when he died he was gathered unto his people (Gen 49:33).  More than seventy days passed, and then he was buried in the cave of the field of Machpelah (Gen 50:1-13).  That shows that the “gathering to his people” and the actual burial are two different things.  So where did Abraham go when he was gathered unto his people?  

According to Luke 16, when Lazarus died he was carried by the angels to a place called “Abraham’s bosom”.  This was a place of rest where Old Testament saints went after they died.  Because there was no way to remove sins from anyone in the Old Testament, those people who died in their righteousness (Eze 18:21-22,27) went to a place of rest, otherwise known as paradise.  Even before Abraham died, people were dying and going to this place.  Upon Abraham entering this place of rest, it evidently took on Abraham’s name.  Throughout the Old Testament, this place of rest was located in the center of the earth, right across from hell, separated only by a great gulf (Lk 16:26).  We know that this is the same place as paradise, because when Jesus died, he went down before he went up (Eph 4:9).  Since he told the penitent thief next to him on the cross that he would be with him that day in paradise (Lk 23:43), obviously paradise was downward, in the heart of the earth (Mt 12:40).  When Jesus died, he first went to hell (Acts 2:31), then opened the gates of hell with the keys which he had (Mt 16:18, Rev 1:18), and then entered into paradise and led captivity captive (Eph 4:8).  Presently, this place of rest of paradise is located in the third heaven (2 Cor 12:2-4).  

So when Abraham was gathered to his people, that applies to much more than his immediate family.  Abraham was gathered to all the people who died in a similar righteous condition and were awaiting the Redeemer (Job 19:25-27).  

25:11  ¶And it came to pass after the death of Abraham, that God blessed his son Isaac; and Isaac dwelt by the well Lahairoi. 

25:12  Now these are the generations of Ishmael, Abraham's son, whom Hagar the Egyptian, Sarah's handmaid, bare unto Abraham: 

25:13  And these are the names of the sons of Ishmael, by their names, according to their generations: the firstborn of Ishmael, Nebajoth; and Kedar, and Adbeel, and Mibsam, 

25:14  And Mishma, and Dumah, and Massa, 

25:15  Hadar, and Tema, Jetur, Naphish, and Kedemah: 

25:16  These are the sons of Ishmael, and these are their names, by their towns, and by their castles; twelve princes according to their nations. 

25:17  And these are the years of the life of Ishmael, an hundred and thirty and seven years: and he gave up the ghost and died; and was gathered unto his people. 

25:18  And they dwelt from Havilah unto Shur, that is before Egypt, as thou goest toward Assyria: and he died in the presence of all his brethren.
Ishmael is given his due attention as a child of Abraham and hence we have a listing of his sons who were princes.  The location of Ishmael's children puts them in the close proximity of the Jews, which fulfills the prophecy given in Genesis 16:12. 

25:19  ¶And these are the generations of Isaac, Abraham's son: Abraham begat Isaac: 

25:20  And Isaac was forty years old when he took Rebekah to wife, the daughter of Bethuel the Syrian of Padanaram, the sister to Laban the Syrian. 

25:21  And Isaac intreated the LORD for his wife, because she was barren: and the LORD was intreated of him, and Rebekah his wife conceived. 

25:22  And the children struggled together within her; and she said, If it be so, why am I thus? And she went to enquire of the LORD. 

25:23  And the LORD said unto her, Two nations are in thy womb, and two manner of people shall be separated from thy bowels; and the one people shall be stronger than the other people; and the elder shall serve the younger. 

25:24  And when her days to be delivered were fulfilled, behold, there were twins in her womb. 

25:25  And the first came out red, all over like an hairy garment; and they called his name Esau. 

25:26  And after that came his brother out, and his hand took hold on Esau's heel; and his name was called Jacob: and Isaac was threescore years old when she bare them. 

25:27  And the boys grew: and Esau was a cunning hunter, a man of the field; and Jacob was a plain man, dwelling in tents. 

25:28  And Isaac loved Esau, because he did eat of his venison: but Rebekah loved Jacob.
The Bible tells us in vs. 21 that Isaac intreated the LORD for his wife.  What that particular verse does not tell us is how long he had to pray about that situation.  You can see from vs. 20 that Isaac took Rebekah to be his wife when he was 40 years of age.  By the time he reached the age of 60 (vs. 26), the children were born.  That shows that Isaac prayed for 20 years before the LORD answered his prayer.  This serves as an excellent example of the need for perseverance in prayer (see also Luke 18:1-8).  

-When Rebekah said, "If it so be, why am I thus?" in vs. 22, she's wondering why she's having problems if these children are truly a blessing from the LORD.  These pangs came so that God could prophecy concerning the children.  Many times God will allow some troubles to come in your life so that he can get your attention.  Too many times, when the problems start, people quit listening to God and start focusing on the problems.  In that time of distress is when God wants and needs to enlighten you in some way.  

-The prophecy given in vs.23 is commented on by Paul in Romans 9:10-12.  By giving these prophecies concerning Jacob and Esau before they were born, God is showing that the nation which comes from Jacob are a seed of promise (see Rom 9:9).  Jacob did nothing to cause God to choose him and his seed, because he was not yet born!  This means that Jacob did not earn God's blessings through good works; which also means that he could not loose God's blessing through bad works (Rom 9:11).  As far as the actual prophecies themselves, they are very apparent and easily understood.  The seed of Jacob and the seed of Esau are two very different types of people.  Jacob's children are very cunning, wise, and like to work with their minds more than their hands.  Esau's children, on the other hand, are a bit more barbaric and would rather do something than talk or think about it (see vs. 27).  The one people who are stronger than the other, are the Jews; and they will be served by the elder brother, Esau's seed.

-The characteristics of these men are also clearly seen in their names.  Esau's name means "the hairy one" or "rough".  Esau is also called Edom in Genesis 36:1, which means "red."  The boy was covered with hair at his birth, which suited him nicely for his affinity for the outdoors life.  Jacob means "supplanter" or "deceiver", which name he lived up to during his life time.  Jacob may not have been the greatest of athletes, but what he lacked in physical coordination, he made up for in mental sharpness and craftiness.  Even today, Jacob's children still bear this quality.  If you ever need sound business advice, the best type of person to ask is a Jewish man.  He knows how to get what he wants with the least amount of cost.  For proof of this, just ask Laban about his sheep (see Gen 30-31).  

-In vs.28, we find an example that no parent should follow.  Whenever a parent begins to take sides among siblings, that mother or father is forcing division in that home.  Because of this favoritism, Rebekah ends up with jealousy in her heart upon hearing that Esau is going to get the blessing rather than Jacob.  Of course, this led to Rebekah's wicked plot of Jacob stealing the blessing.  None of that would have happened if Rebekah would have had equal feelings for both children.  This idea of picking a favorite child was unfortunately passed on to Jacob when he became a parent (Gen 37:3).  Obviously, in a household with multiple children, there will be some of those kids who are better behaved than others.  This will cause the parents to spend more time correcting and punishing those children than the others.  Each child is different and requires a different kind of attention.  As a parent, you have the awesome responsibility of trying to give each child exactly what he or she needs at that particular moment…equally and fairly in every situation!  

25:29  ¶And Jacob sod pottage: and Esau came from the field, and he was faint: 

25:30  And Esau said to Jacob, Feed me, I pray thee, with that same red pottage; for I am faint: therefore was his name called Edom. 

25:31  And Jacob said, Sell me this day thy birthright. 

25:32  And Esau said, Behold, I am at the point to die: and what profit shall this birthright do to me? 

25:33  And Jacob said, Swear to me this day; and he sware unto him: and he sold his birthright unto Jacob. 

25:34  Then Jacob gave Esau bread and pottage of lentiles; and he did eat and drink, and rose up, and went his way: thus Esau despised his birthright.

The first story we have about these two men as adults shows their true natures.  Esau is a physical, carnal man who enjoys the pleasures of this world.  He is given much to the lusts of the flesh.  If he can see it, taste it, smell it, hear it, or touch it, then Esau could enjoy it.  Jacob, on the other hand, had an appreciation for spiritual things, the things which could not be seen.  I'm not saying that Jacob always used proper methods when he tried to get what he wanted.  Even though Jacob lived up to his name and "supplanted" or tricked people in order to fulfill his desires, he was, at least, desiring spiritual things.  This recognizable desire for the spiritual rather than the temporal carnal things might well explain why God loved Jacob and hated Esau (Mal 1:2-3).  

This passage is commented on briefly in Hebrews 12:16.  There we are told that Esau was a profane man, which means he disdained and disregarded spiritual things.  Esau's physical, temporary hunger was far more important to him than his birthright.  I mean, after all, you can't eat a birthright, can you?  

-Notice carefully what Jacob said in vs. 31.  He told Esau to sell his birthright "this day”.  That could indicate that Jacob had been trying to get that birthright on some other days before this incident.  

-Being the firstborn is quite a big deal.  According to Deuteronomy 21:17, the firstborn is worthy of a double portion of his father's good.  Being the firstborn in the family of Abraham and Isaac also meant that you would be included in the lineage of Christ.  Furthermore, being the firstborn meant that the Abraham blessing could be passed on to and through you.  We're very familiar with the phrase "Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob" in the Bible.  That could have been "Abraham, Isaac, and Esau" if Esau would have recognized the value of the inheritance.  In a couple of chapters we'll see that Esau became very angry with Jacob for cheating him out of a blessing.  What he forgot is that because Jacob was the firstborn, by virtue of the purchase Jacob made with the pottage, Jacob was entitled to a bigger portion or bigger blessing than Esau…even if Isaac loved Esau more (read Deut 21:15-17 concerning the two sons, one loved and the other hated).  

-What Jacob was cooking is something similar to a pot of beans, possibly red kidney beans.  As seen in vs.30, Esau got his other name (Edom) from the color of the meal that he chose to waste his birthright on.  

-Many people have wasted their lives on fleshly carnal things while despising the spiritual blessings that they had to sacrifice in order to get what they wanted.  Some words fitly spoken concerning this issue came from the late Bob Jones Sr. who said, "Don't sacrifice the permanent on the altar of the immediate."

GENESIS 26

Genesis 26:1  ¶And there was a famine in the land, beside the first famine that was in the days of Abraham. And Isaac went unto Abimelech king of the Philistines unto Gerar. 

26:2  And the LORD appeared unto him, and said, Go not down into Egypt; dwell in the land which I shall tell thee of: 

26:3  Sojourn in this land, and I will be with thee, and will bless thee; for unto thee, and unto thy seed, I will give all these countries, and I will perform the oath which I sware unto Abraham thy father; 

26:4  And I will make thy seed to multiply as the stars of heaven, and will give unto thy seed all these countries; and in thy seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed; 

26:5  Because that Abraham obeyed my voice, and kept my charge, my commandments, my statutes, and my laws. 

26:6  ¶And Isaac dwelt in Gerar: 

26:7  And the men of the place asked him of his wife; and he said, She is my sister: for he feared to say, She is my wife; lest, said he, the men of the place should kill me for Rebekah; because she was fair to look upon. 

26:8  And it came to pass, when he had been there a long time, that Abimelech king of the Philistines looked out at a window, and saw, and, behold, Isaac was sporting with Rebekah his wife. 

26:9  And Abimelech called Isaac, and said, Behold, of a surety she is thy wife: and how saidst thou, She is my sister? And Isaac said unto him, Because I said, Lest I die for her. 

26:10  And Abimelech said, What is this thou hast done unto us? one of the people might lightly have lien with thy wife, and thou shouldest have brought guiltiness upon us. 

26:11  And Abimelech charged all his people, saying, He that toucheth this man or his wife shall surely be put to death.

At first glance, it appears that Isaac has gone to see the same man that Abraham saw in Genesis 20.  This seems very unlikely since there was a space of approximately 94 years in between Genesis 20 and this chapter.  Abimelech then is more like a title than a name.  The same way Pharaoh was used by the Egyptians or Caesar by the Romans, Abimelech was a title given to the man who was ruling the Philistines at that particular time.  Therefore, the Abimelech in chapter 20 was either the father or even the grandfather of the Abimelech we're dealing with here.  

-We've already seen Isaac's father make a tragic mistake by going down into Egypt during a time of famine in Genesis 12.  Here Isaac is getting a clear cut warning from the LORD not to go down south.  Along with the warning comes a promise of blessing (vss.3-5).  The promises that God tells Isaac about are a combination of the promises that Abraham had already received in earlier chapters of Genesis (12:2-3, 13:16, 15:18, 17:4-8, 22:18).  

-Even though Isaac didn't make the same mistake of going down into Egypt like his father, he still managed to follow in Abraham's footsteps.  Instead of trusting the LORD for his protection, he imitated his father's sin of lying (vs.7).  It's a strange but very sad situation that children will usually take on the bad characteristics of their parents instead of the good ones.  That's not to say that a child never follows a parent's good example.  That does happen…occasionally!  But for some reason, the things you hate the most about yourself are easily recognized in your children.  For instance, if you're a good witness for the Lord but occasionally have a problem with being angry, you'll be more likely to see your child get angry rather than witness for the Lord.  I guess that is a result of being made in the image of Adam instead of the image of God (Gen 5:3).

-Isaac is a pretty strong type of Christ in the scripture, however in vs.7 he failed to take on the characteristics of the Lord Jesus.  Unlike our Saviour, Isaac was afraid to die for his bride (see also vs.9).  Praise God that our Husband "…loved the church, and gave himself for it." (Eph 5:25)  This shows us that every type of Christ will have a flaw somewhere.  No one can be exactly like Christ in every point.  The goal of any one who is saved should be to take on as many characteristics of Christ as possible.  This is called putting on the Lord Jesus Christ (Rom 13:14).  Although you may strive to do such a thing, because of this sinful nature that we're all cursed with, you will fail on some points.  Joseph was a great type of Christ, but he was proud and lied about his cup being stolen.  Moses was another strong type of Christ, but he killed a man.  David also was a picture of Christ, but he committed adultery and murder.  That is why it's important not to press a type too far.  Don't make every aspect of David or Joseph's life fit into Christ's life…it just won't work!

-In vs.8, Abimelech caught Isaac and Rebekah doing things that only a married couple should do.  Unfortunately in the day and age in which we live, this "sporting" has become a common occurrence for unmarried people of all ages.  Sporting in this context is petting or touching your spouse in an intimate way.  Again, let me emphasize that this activity is restricted for married couples.  According to Paul in 1 Corinthians 7:1, an unmarried couple should leave each other alone until they've said and exchanged their vows!

-The events of vs.8 are all the evidence that Abimelech needs.  Abimelech confronts both Isaac and Rebekah in vss.9 & 10 without the need of any warnings from God in a dream.  A light rebuke is given and then a warning goes out protecting Isaac and his wife.  This particular Abimelech had probably been studying a bit of history and realized that taking care of Abraham and his seed was a good thing.  So instead of judging Isaac harshly, he simply sets things straight and moves on.  

26:12  Then Isaac sowed in that land, and received in the same year an hundredfold: and the LORD blessed him. 

26:13  And the man waxed great, and went forward, and grew until he became very great: 

26:14  For he had possession of flocks, and possession of herds, and great store of servants: and the Philistines envied him. 

26:15  For all the wells which his father's servants had digged in the days of Abraham his father, the Philistines had stopped them, and filled them with earth. 

26:16  And Abimelech said unto Isaac, Go from us; for thou art much mightier than we. 

Along with Isaac's success (vss.12-14), came a common problem even among men today; the sin of envy (vs.14).  Envy is that small troubled feeling you have when someone is doing something that you wish you could do.  Envy can happen anywhere at any time, however it is always worse when a foreigner is prospering in a foreign land, as is the case with Isaac in this chapter.  This same envy for foreigners prospering in a foreign land was never more evident than in the days of Adolf Hitler.  In the 1920's and 30's, much of Germany's businesses were owned and operated by Jews.  The Jews were making money hand over fist until one day these German Jews attracted too much attention and then these children of Israel received the biggest persecution they'd ever known since the time of the Roman Empire (70 A.D.).  Due to Isaac's good fortune, his wells were stopped and he was asked to leave…all because God blessed him!  Don't be surprised if people also hate you simply because God has blessed you in some particular area of your life.  Don't be ashamed of God's blessing and don't apologize for what God has given you or done in your life.  I'm not saying you should boast in everyone's face about what you have compared to the things they're lacking.  However, if God has prospered you in some area, just hold on because without doubt someone will come along and question how and why you got it.

26:17  ¶And Isaac departed thence, and pitched his tent in the valley of Gerar, and dwelt there. 

26:18  And Isaac digged again the wells of water, which they had digged in the days of Abraham his father; for the Philistines had stopped them after the death of Abraham: and he called their names after the names by which his father had called them.

26:19  And Isaac's servants digged in the valley, and found there a well of springing water. 

26:20  And the herdmen of Gerar did strive with Isaac's herdmen, saying, The water is ours: and he called the name of the well Esek; because they strove with him. 

26:21  And they digged another well, and strove for that also: and he called the name of it Sitnah. 

26:22  And he removed from thence, and digged another well; and for that they strove not: and he called the name of it Rehoboth; and he said, For now the LORD hath made room for us, and we shall be fruitful in the land. 

26:23  And he went up from thence to Beersheba. 

26:24  And the LORD appeared unto him the same night, and said, I am the God of Abraham thy father: fear not, for I am with thee, and will bless thee, and multiply thy seed for my servant Abraham's sake. 

26:25  And he builded an altar there, and called upon the name of the LORD, and pitched his tent there: and there Isaac's servants digged a well. 

We see that as Isaac traveled away from the land of the Philistines, he found his way into the valley of Gerar and the dwelt there (vs.17).  A valley usually represents a low point in your life or a troubled time.  This can be seen pretty clearly from Psalms 23:4 which says, "Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death…"  Notice that when Isaac went into his valley, he immediately got busy doing something (digging wells…vs.18).  That's an important lesson for you and I as Christians.  Most definitely, if you're breathing, you will have problems.  You will have times where you travel through a valley.  You'll also have times where you dwell in that valley.  That means you might spend a long span of time in that particular problem.  When those times come upon you, don't get lazy.  Don't just sit around and dwell on your problems.  Rather, get up and get busy.  By doing something, you're taking your mind off of the problems at hand!  Many times, you'll find that by digging in the valleys you might even come upon wells of springing water (vs.19).  Those wells of springing water which are found in the valleys often offer the sweetest water.  

-Nevertheless, when you're in the valley, you'll also find some enemies that try to make that valley even more difficult to deal with.  Isaac's servants digged twice, both times finding water (vss.20-21).  Both times, Isaac's servants were met by the herdmen of Gerar and an argument followed.  Maybe you've experienced this before in your life.  Maybe you've been in a valley and looking for some sort of encouragement.  The Lord knows your problems, but don't forget that the devil also knows!  Right when you find the springing water in the valley, the enemy will also show his face and try to discourage you even more and keep you bitter while you're in the valley.  

-But what did Isaac do?  He just kept digging (vs.22)!  By the time that the third well was dug, the LORD had given Isaac "room" in his valley and allowed him to start being fruitful in that land.  The word Esek means "contention" (vs.20).  The word Sitnah means "hatred" (vs.21).  The word Rehoboth means "room", representing what God had given Isaac in vs.22.  God gave Isaac a shady green pasture in the midst of the valley (Ps 23:2-5).  Due to Isaac's persistence and determination, God was able to reward him with peace from his enemies and much fruit.  Many Christians never have peace in their hearts and lack fruit in their lives because they're simply not faithful.  When they find themselves in a valley, they just sit there and complain instead of doing something productive.  

-The Bible tells us in vs.23 that Isaac left this valley and went on to Beersheba.  This is another source of both encouragement and advice.  It's encouraging because we see that you don't have to stay in the valley.  Remember, if you're in the valley, the only way you can go is up!  We're also advised herein because Isaac didn't quit after he found a peaceful place with a nice well and filled with fruit.  After God delivers you from a particular problem, it's okay to enjoy the peace and respite that he gives…BUT…don't be afraid to leave that comfort zone so that you can continue serving God according to his will!

-By moving on (vs.23), Isaac was able to meet with God and be reminded that God was going to bless him.  If Isaac would've stayed in Rehoboth, he would never have had this blessed meeting with the LORD!  How many times have we missed a meeting with God because we were too comfortable in the Rehoboth (room) that God has given us sometime in our past?  

I've given several things that apply to the passage practically.  The historical sense of these verses is clear and need little or no explanation.

26:26  ¶Then Abimelech went to him from Gerar, and Ahuzzath one of his friends, and Phichol the chief captain of his army. 

26:27  And Isaac said unto them, Wherefore come ye to me, seeing ye hate me, and have sent me away from you? 

26:28  And they said, We saw certainly that the LORD was with thee: and we said, Let there be now an oath betwixt us, even betwixt us and thee, and let us make a covenant with thee; 

26:29  That thou wilt do us no hurt, as we have not touched thee, and as we have done unto thee nothing but good, and have sent thee away in peace: thou art now the blessed of the LORD. 

26:30  And he made them a feast, and they did eat and drink. 

26:31  And they rose up betimes in the morning, and sware one to another: and Isaac sent them away, and they departed from him in peace.

26:32  And it came to pass the same day, that Isaac's servants came, and told him concerning the well which they had digged, and said unto him, We have found water. 

26:33  And he called it Shebah: therefore the name of the city is Beersheba unto this day.

After Abimelech gets over his envy (vs.14), he comes back to make an accord with Isaac.  No doubt, the talk about seeing the blessing of the LORD being with Isaac (vs.28) is just a spiritual cover meant to persuade him to make a covenant with the Philistines.  When Isaac first started making a profit, the Philistines didn't want to be near him.  Envy mixed with a desire to see him fail drove them away.  However, after they saw that Isaac was there to stay and that he might even be profitable unto them, they come back with flattering words.  

Isaac makes the covenant and adds a feast just for good measure.  This is a good illustration of Romans 12:18, which says, "If it be possible, as much as lieth in you, live peaceably with all men."  In this particular situation, there was nothing preventing Isaac from making a covenant of peace with these heathen, so he made it.  If you can have peace without compromising, praise the Lord for it.  Being able to live a peaceable life in all godliness and honesty in the midst of unsaved people is something Paul tells Timothy to pray for in 1 Timothy 2:1-2.  

26:34  ¶And Esau was forty years old when he took to wife Judith the daughter of Beeri the Hittite, and Bashemath the daughter of Elon the Hittite: 

26:35  Which were a grief of mind unto Isaac and to Rebekah.

The chapter closes with some information concerning Esau's personal life.  Until this point in the scripture, there is no commandment against marrying someone from a different race.  That type of commandment comes into effect for a Jew during the time of Moses (Deut 7:2-3).  Therefore, we can't say emphatically that Esau was sinning here.  However, he's definitely going against the wishes of his parents and probably against the accepted practices of his culture (Gen 24:3).  

GENESIS 27
Genesis 27:1  ¶And it came to pass, that when Isaac was old, and his eyes were dim, so that he could not see, he called Esau his eldest son, and said unto him, My son: and he said unto him, Behold, here am I. 

27:2  And he said, Behold now, I am old, I know not the day of my death: 

27:3  Now therefore take, I pray thee, thy weapons, thy quiver and thy bow, and go out to the field, and take me some venison; 

27:4  And make me savoury meat, such as I love, and bring it to me, that I may eat; that my soul may bless thee before I die. 

27:5  And Rebekah heard when Isaac spake to Esau his son. And Esau went to the field to hunt for venison, and to bring it. 

27:6  ¶And Rebekah spake unto Jacob her son, saying, Behold, I heard thy father speak unto Esau thy brother, saying, 

27:7  Bring me venison, and make me savoury meat, that I may eat, and bless thee before the LORD before my death. 

27:8  Now therefore, my son, obey my voice according to that which I command thee. 

27:9  Go now to the flock, and fetch me from thence two good kids of the goats; and I will make them savoury meat for thy father, such as he loveth: 

27:10  And thou shalt bring it to thy father, that he may eat, and that he may bless thee before his death. 

27:11  And Jacob said to Rebekah his mother, Behold, Esau my brother is a hairy man, and I am a smooth man: 

27:12  My father peradventure will feel me, and I shall seem to him as a deceiver; and I shall bring a curse upon me, and not a blessing. 

27:13  And his mother said unto him, Upon me be thy curse, my son: only obey my voice, and go fetch me them. 

27:14  And he went, and fetched, and brought them to his mother: and his mother made savoury meat, such as his father loved. 

27:15  And Rebekah took goodly raiment of her eldest son Esau, which were with her in the house, and put them upon Jacob her younger son: 

27:16  And she put the skins of the kids of the goats upon his hands, and upon the smooth of his neck: 

27:17  And she gave the savoury meat and the bread, which she had prepared, into the hand of her son Jacob.

This is a rather well known story for people who have been exposed to the Bible much at all in their lives.  Isaac makes an arrangement to bless his favorite son, Esau, before the day of his death.  Upon hearing the news, Rebekah began to plan in her mind how she could swing things in the favor of her favorite son, Jacob.  As I mentioned earlier (Gen 25:28), having favorites among your children is a bad idea and will only cause division in the family, as is evidenced in this story.  

-Jacob is fully aware of the consequences for lying (vs.12), even before the law was written in stone.  This shows the work of the law in Jacob's heart (Rom 2:15).  The conviction had come to Jacob even before he did the wrong deed.  However, there's nothing that will quench conviction more than a person in authority over you telling you it's okay to do that wrong thing (vs.13).  Even though Jacob knew that lying was wrong, we can still see a bit of the Adamic nature showing through in his initial reaction.  When his mother gives him the wicked instruction (vss. 9-10), instead of saying, "No, no mother, that's wrong, we shouldn't cheat father like that.”, you can see the wheels turning in Jacob's mind.  In verses 11 and 12, Jacob weighed the situation in his mind and then made the decision that he couldn't pull it off.  Since he figured that he would get caught, he decided to obey his conscience and not lie.  However, after his mother said that she would take the blame if anything went wrong, Jacob must have figured that there wasn't much to lose, so he went along with the plan.  

-According to Genesis 25:23, God had already revealed that Jacob would rule over his brother Esau.  Some say that Isaac, out of love for Esau, was trying to deliver a blessing to him regardless of what God had already said before the boys were born.  What you have to remember is that Genesis 25:23 wasn't spoken to Isaac.  That verse simply says that the LORD spoke the Rebekah.  That means, at best, Isaac received that information second-hand, IF he received it at all.  If Isaac did have full knowledge of what God had told his wife, then one could make the argument that Isaac was trying to "cheat" Esau into a blessing.  When Isaac blessed Jacob (although he thought it was Esau…don't forget that), he told him in Genesis 27:29, "Let people serve thee, and nations bow down to thee: be lord over thy brethren, and let thy mother's sons bow down to thee…"  That shows right there that IF Isaac knew about Genesis 25:23, then he was trying to overthrow it through this blessing.  Nevertheless, whether Isaac knew about the prophecy or not, one thing is for sure.  Regardless of the cheating, lying, sneaking around, and deception, the word of God was still fulfilled and always will be, world without end, Amen!

27:18  ¶And he came unto his father, and said, My father: and he said, Here am I; who art thou, my son? 

27:19  And Jacob said unto his father, I am Esau thy firstborn; I have done according as thou badest me: arise, I pray thee, sit and eat of my venison, that thy soul may bless me. 

27:20  And Isaac said unto his son, How is it that thou hast found it so quickly, my son? And he said, Because the LORD thy God brought it to me. 

27:21  And Isaac said unto Jacob, Come near, I pray thee, that I may feel thee, my son, whether thou be my very son Esau or not. 

27:22  And Jacob went near unto Isaac his father; and he felt him, and said, The voice is Jacob's voice, but the hands are the hands of Esau. 

27:23  And he discerned him not, because his hands were hairy, as his brother Esau's hands: so he blessed him. 

27:24  And he said, Art thou my very son Esau? And he said, I am. 

27:25  And he said, Bring it near to me, and I will eat of my son's venison, that my soul may bless thee. And he brought it near to him, and he did eat: and he brought him wine, and he drank. 

27:26  And his father Isaac said unto him, Come near now, and kiss me, my son. 

27:27  And he came near, and kissed him: and he smelled the smell of his raiment, and blessed him, and said, See, the smell of my son is as the smell of a field which the LORD hath blessed: 

27:28  Therefore God give thee of the dew of heaven, and the fatness of the earth, and plenty of corn and wine: 

27:29  Let people serve thee, and nations bow down to thee: be lord over thy brethren, and let thy mother's sons bow down to thee: cursed be every one that curseth thee, and blessed be he that blesseth thee.
In this collection of verses, we find the famous tale of Jacob deceiving his father and thus proving that his name "supplanter" or "deceiver" was very fitting indeed.  In the passage, Isaac appeared skeptical clear to the end of the conversation.  Only after feeling (vs.22) and smelling (vs.27) the goat skins on Jacob was Isaac convinced that this was Esau.  Thus we have a great lesson that we should never trust our flesh when making a decision, but rather we should listen to the still small voice of the Holy Ghost.  There are two men in the Bible that put their emphasis on "feelings" and they were Isaac and Samson (Judg 16:26).  Both ended up making a mess of things!

-In the passage, Isaac showed his doubt on five different occasions.  Starting in vs.18, Isaac has to ask about the identity of the person speaking with him.  Remember, he's only expecting Esau, so when a different voice calls out to him, he immediately begins to wonder who this might be.  We can see that Jacob timed his arrival poorly, because Isaac was confused at how Esau could have found the venison so quickly.  After hearing a rather unlikely answer from the mouth of who should have been Esau (vs.20…"the LORD thy God brought it to me."), Isaac continued to doubt.  In vs.21, in an attempt to gain further proof that it was in fact Esau, he asked to feel his son.  Even after feeling the hairy hands of Jacob (due to the goat skins), Isaac was still doubting because of the voice.  So in vs.24, Isaac asks one more time if this man before him was truly Esau.  After eating and drinking what Jacob had prepared for his father, Isaac again doubted in his mind that this person was really Esau.  Again, in vs.26, Isaac brings his son near so that he can inspect him using a different function of the flesh.  This time he's not working with touch, but rather with smell.  Finally, the deal was sealed and Isaac figured there was enough evidence to go ahead and bless the person before him.  Nevertheless, Isaac proved the lesson of Romans 14:23 to be true, that "he that doubteth is damned if he eat, because he eateth not of faith: for whatsoever is not of faith is sin."  If you are doubting whether or not you should do something, the best idea is to wait until you're sure about that particular thing.  In other words, "When in doubt, do without!"

-In vss.28-29, Isaac passes on the Abrahamic blessing to his son Jacob.  Isaac did however add some physical blessings into the passage.  When God was giving his covenant to Abraham, he didn't mention anything about physical wealth.  The rest of what was told to Jacob here can be found somewhere in God's dealings with Abraham.  Due to a Gentile's lust for physical prosperity, many have tried to say that this Abrahamic blessing even applies to Abraham's spiritual seed, which it most certainly does not!  God made a division in his Bible for a very good reason.  When talking to Abraham, he never mentioned these physical blessings.  When Isaac blessed Jacob, in comes the wealth.  Why?  This will forever prove that if someone wants to claim this promise, he has to be a physical descendant of JACOB!  If you can trace your lineage all the way back to Abraham, Isaac, and JACOB, then you're more than welcome to claim Genesis 27:28-29.  If you are not physical children of these patriarchs, then just settle in your minds that the Jews are God's chosen people and stop trying to steal their blessings!

27:30  ¶And it came to pass, as soon as Isaac had made an end of blessing Jacob, and Jacob was yet scarce gone out from the presence of Isaac his father, that Esau his brother came in from his hunting. 

27:31  And he also had made savoury meat, and brought it unto his father, and said unto his father, Let my father arise, and eat of his son's venison, that thy soul may bless me. 

27:32  And Isaac his father said unto him, Who art thou? And he said, I am thy son, thy firstborn Esau. 

27:33  And Isaac trembled very exceedingly, and said, Who? where is he that hath taken venison, and brought it me, and I have eaten of all before thou camest, and have blessed him? yea, and he shall be blessed. 

27:34  And when Esau heard the words of his father, he cried with a great and exceeding bitter cry, and said unto his father, Bless me, even me also, O my father. 

27:35  And he said, Thy brother came with subtilty, and hath taken away thy blessing. 

27:36  And he said, Is not he rightly named Jacob? for he hath supplanted me these two times: he took away my birthright; and, behold, now he hath taken away my blessing. And he said, Hast thou not reserved a blessing for me? 

27:37  And Isaac answered and said unto Esau, Behold, I have made him thy lord, and all his brethren have I given to him for servants; and with corn and wine have I sustained him: and what shall I do now unto thee, my son? 

27:38  And Esau said unto his father, Hast thou but one blessing, my father? bless me, even me also, O my father. And Esau lifted up his voice, and wept. 

27:39  And Isaac his father answered and said unto him, Behold, thy dwelling shall be the fatness of the earth, and of the dew of heaven from above; 

27:40  And by thy sword shalt thou live, and shalt serve thy brother; and it shall come to pass when thou shalt have the dominion, that thou shalt break his yoke from off thy neck.

In vs.34, we see where Esau's concern was.  Here's his father who's just been deceived and cheated by Jacob; no doubt thoroughly embarrassed about the whole situation.  Did Esau care that his father might be hurting in some way?  The only thing on Esau's mind was that blessing!  Many people, both saved and lost, are the same way.  They don't care what might happen to other people as long as they get what they want.

-Esau's miserable plea for a blessing here is commented on in the book of Hebrews (Heb 12:16-17).  The writer there tells us that Esau was a profane person.  That means he despised spiritual things.  That gives us an idea as to why God allowed this event to happen.  Esau, as the firstborn, had the right to receive a double blessing according to Deuteronomy 21:17.  However, since he sold that birthright to Jacob (thus becoming profane), the right of a double blessing was passed on to Jacob!  Many people have asked the question, "Why did God love Jacob and hate Esau (Mal 1:2-3)?"  The answer is that Jacob loved spiritual things, but Esau was profane…he didn't care at all about spiritual things.  

-Upon hearing that Jacob was responsible for deceiving Isaac, Esau immediately begins to falsely accuse his brother.  In vs.36, Esau said that Jacob "took away" his birthright.  That's not true at all.  The birthright was sold.  What Esau did is what most men do whenever they realize they've made a foolish mistake: they start to blame other people.  Again, at the end of vs.36, we see that not even Esau's wrath towards Jacob could divert his attention from that material blessing he had been expecting.  

-Notice carefully what Isaac tells Esau in vs.37.  He doesn't mention anything about blessings or curses.  Isaac knows what Esau cares about, so he informs him that Jacob will be sustained with corn and wine, and that also he would be Esau's ruler; all physical, carnal things.  Let me ask you a question.  If you lose your job, what is the first thing you think about?  Do you say to yourself, "Oh, this is too bad.  Now I won't be able to support as many missionaries as before."  Or do you say, "Oh, this is horrible.  Now I can't buy myself that new shirt I wanted…or new bicycle…or new car…or whatever thing you're coveting after."  Are you carnally minded or spiritually minded (Rom 8:6)?  Are you profane like Esau?

-What Esau receives in vss.39-40 is merely prophecy, not a blessing.  Notice also that God is nowhere in it!  When Jacob stole the blessing in vs.28, he was told that God would give him those things.  Not so with Esau…God was no where near him.  

27:41  ¶And Esau hated Jacob because of the blessing wherewith his father blessed him: and Esau said in his heart, The days of mourning for my father are at hand; then will I slay my brother Jacob. 

27:42  And these words of Esau her elder son were told to Rebekah: and she sent and called Jacob her younger son, and said unto him, Behold, thy brother Esau, as touching thee, doth comfort himself, purposing to kill thee. 

27:43  Now therefore, my son, obey my voice; and arise, flee thou to Laban my brother to Haran; 

27:44  And tarry with him a few days, until thy brother's fury turn away; 

27:45  Until thy brother's anger turn away from thee, and he forget that which thou hast done to him: then I will send, and fetch thee from thence: why should I be deprived also of you both in one day? 

27:46  And Rebekah said to Isaac, I am weary of my life because of the daughters of Heth: if Jacob take a wife of the daughters of Heth, such as these which are of the daughters of the land, what good shall my life do me?

Esau's reaction is typical for any man living after the flesh.  When he doesn't get what he wants, but sees someone else with those very things, he becomes jealous and begins hating that one.  The only way that a jealous, hateful person can be happy is to make other people miserable ("…doth comfort himself, purposing to kill thee." vs.42).  Surely you've met some people in your life that never seemed to smile unless someone else was hurting.  They fulfill the proverb which says, "For they sleep not, except they have done mischief; and their sleep is taken away, unless they cause some to fall." (Prov 4:16)

-Vs. 43 should have sounded familiar to Jacob.  His mother told him to obey her voice once before in vss.8 & 13 and that's what caused this whole problem.  Rebekah wasn't true to her word.  She told Jacob that if there would be any curse, that curse would be upon her (vs.13).  But notice what she said in vs.45.  After telling Jacob to run for his life, she said, "…and he forget that which THOU has done to him…"  Now she's making it out as if it was Jacob's fault that Esau was angry and that she didn't have anything to do with it.  She should have said, "…that which WE have done to him…"  However much she tried to avoid this curse, God still held her to her word.  After Jacob goes away, he never again sees his mother alive.  She dies before he has a chance to come back home.  

-Lest Rebekah be mistaken for an honest woman, she offers some more deception in vs.46.  Instead of admitting what her true motives are for sending Jacob away, she tells her husband that she doesn't want Jacob to marry anyone from their present place of residence.  She acts as if her life would be over if Jacob were to marry a woman from Heth.  What an act!  Isaac believes her, and Jacob is sent away.

GENESIS 28

Genesis 28:1  ¶And Isaac called Jacob, and blessed him, and charged him, and said unto him, Thou shalt not take a wife of the daughters of Canaan. 

28:2  Arise, go to Padanaram, to the house of Bethuel thy mother's father; and take thee a wife from thence of the daughters of Laban thy mother's brother. 

28:3  And God Almighty bless thee, and make thee fruitful, and multiply thee, that thou mayest be a multitude of people; 

28:4  And give thee the blessing of Abraham, to thee, and to thy seed with thee; that thou mayest inherit the land wherein thou art a stranger, which God gave unto Abraham. 

28:5  And Isaac sent away Jacob: and he went to Padanaram unto Laban, son of Bethuel the Syrian, the brother of Rebekah, Jacob's and Esau's mother. 

28:6  ¶When Esau saw that Isaac had blessed Jacob, and sent him away to Padanaram, to take him a wife from thence; and that as he blessed him he gave him a charge, saying, Thou shalt not take a wife of the daughters of Canaan; 

28:7  And that Jacob obeyed his father and his mother, and was gone to Padanaram; 

28:8  And Esau seeing that the daughters of Canaan pleased not Isaac his father; 

28:9  Then went Esau unto Ishmael, and took unto the wives which he had Mahalath the daughter of Ishmael Abraham's son, the sister of Nebajoth, to be his wife.

Rebekah's plan for sending away Jacob to protect him from Esau worked.  Isaac was under the impression that the whole situation was set up in order to find Jacob a suitable wife.  As he's being sent away, the Abrahamic blessing is reiterated to Jacob in vs.4.  This is the same blessing that was stolen by Jacob in the last chapter.  Since it has not been fulfilled yet, Isaac is again pronouncing the blessing upon Jacob as a means of a formal farewell to his son.  

-Esau, still burning in his heart with anger, is set to hurt somebody.  Since Jacob has been sent away, his father and mother become the beneficiaries of his spite.  Upon hearing how "outlandish" women pain their hearts (vs.8), Esau purposely goes to his uncle Ishmael to find a couple extra wives (vs.9).

28:10  ¶And Jacob went out from Beersheba, and went toward Haran. 

28:11  And he lighted upon a certain place, and tarried there all night, because the sun was set; and he took of the stones of that place, and put them for his pillows, and lay down in that place to sleep. 

28:12  And he dreamed, and behold a ladder set up on the earth, and the top of it reached to heaven: and behold the angels of God ascending and descending on it. 

28:13  And, behold, the LORD stood above it, and said, I am the LORD God of Abraham thy father, and the God of Isaac: the land whereon thou liest, to thee will I give it, and to thy seed; 

28:14  And thy seed shall be as the dust of the earth, and thou shalt spread abroad to the west, and to the east, and to the north, and to the south: and in thee and in thy seed shall all the families of the earth be blessed. 

28:15  And, behold, I am with thee, and will keep thee in all places whither thou goest, and will bring thee again into this land; for I will not leave thee, until I have done that which I have spoken to thee of.

While Jacob is taking his journey eastward (wrong direction, see notes on Gen 13:10-13), he runs out of daylight and is forced to set up camp for the night.  As we see in the passage, it was in this dark place, where he was all alone, that God met with Jacob.  Dr. Ruckman keenly points out here that these are the kind of places where God usually meets with a man.  It's too bad that so many of us don't realize our need for the presence of God until we're sick, hungry, without money, without family, without friends, and without any other options.  It's the "dark" times of life when the Lord will be best able to get our attention; because during those times we have no other choice but to look to him for help.

-After Jacob falls asleep, God gives him a great revelation in the form of a dream.  Jacob sees a ladder whose bottom is set up on the earth and the top reaches unto heaven (vs.12).  Because the greatest commentary on the Bible is the Bible itself, it's important to see what Jesus Christ said about this ladder in John 1:51.  Speaking there, Jesus said, "Verily, verily, I say unto you, Hereafter ye shall see heaven open, and the angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son of man."  Anyone can see this is very similar to what we're studying in Genesis 28:12.  The difference between the two verses is what needs to be noticed.  In Genesis, the angels are going up and down on the ladder.  However in John's gospel, Jesus said the angels would be going up and down upon the Son of man.  Therefore, the Son of man IS the ladder that bridges the gap between heaven and earth.

The illustration, and its lesson, is quite precious.  Jesus Christ, as our Mediator (1 Tim 2:5), is the only one ever who could bridge the gap between heaven and earth because he's the only one that could take on flesh and yet still have a divine nature at the same time.  In order to be this "ladder", one would have to be able to relate to the dirt ("set up on the earth") and at the same time be able to relate to heaven ("top of it reached to heaven").  What man born of earthly parents could fulfill such requirements?  As the old hymn says, "No not one, No not one!"  Only the Lord Jesus Christ could take the hand of an earthly man made of dirt and at the same time take the hand of the Almighty Sovereign God and then reconcile the two sides.  Only the Lord Jesus Christ fulfills the requirements of being this ladder between heaven and earth for he was the Son of man and Son of God all at one time.  

-Also in vs.12, we can see that the angels were said to be both ascending and descending.  That means there were angels not only in heaven (coming down from above), but also on the earth (going back up where they came from).  Evidently, Jacob was traveling with some unseen protection all about him.  This same type of thing happened for Eliezer back in ch.24 when he went to get Isaac a wife (Gen 24:7).  There is no way to tell how many times God's unseen "bodyguards" have protected and kept us on our journey (Ps 34:7).

-The LORD begins his short talk with Jacob in vs.13 by reassuring him that the land where he was lying would be for him and his children.  This is the constant theme of God's conversations with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.  That same topic continues to be the theme of every newspaper, radio, and news broadcast on television even in today's world.  People want to know who owns the land and who gets to run it.  The theme of the Bible isn't salvation, but rather the kingdom and who's ruling over it.  God knew that the world as a whole would spend gross amounts of time concerning themselves with this question, so God continually makes the answer clear in the very first book of the Bible.  If anyone were to pick up God's book and read it, then we could save a lot of ink and air time for all the newspapers and media throughout the entire world.  

-In vs. 14 Jacob is told, like his grandfather before him (Gen 13:16), that his seed would be as the dust of the earth.  It's worthy to be pointed out that Abraham's seed is also likened unto the stars of the sky (Gen 15:5, 22:17).  Obviously, dust and stars are completely different and found on the most opposite sides of God's creation.  God uses these two things (dust and stars) to show the end result for Abraham's seed.  Some of them would never get over their corrupt, cursed, earthly nature which is imbedded in their flesh (dust).  On the other hand, some of the Jews will indeed appear as the stars which shineth in their strength (Dan 12:3), and receive of that heavenly nature which comes only from God (1 Cor 15:44-49).  

-For comments about all the nations of the earth being blessed, see notes on Genesis 12:1-3.  

-Verse 15 is filled with some of the greatest promises that God can give to a man.  I'm not sure who wrote his sermon outline, but by using this verse as his text, one preacher formed the following sermon:


I.   
Divine Companionship ("…I am with thee…")


II.  
Divine Guardianship ("…will keep thee in all places…")


III. 
Divine Guidance ("…will bring thee again into this land…")


IV.
Divine Faithfulness ("…I will not leave thee…") 

28:16  ¶And Jacob awaked out of his sleep, and he said, Surely the LORD is in this place; and I knew it not. 

28:17  And he was afraid, and said, How dreadful is this place! this is none other but the house of God, and this is the gate of heaven. 

28:18  And Jacob rose up early in the morning, and took the stone that he had put for his pillows, and set it up for a pillar, and poured oil upon the top of it. 

28:19  And he called the name of that place Bethel: but the name of that city was called Luz at the first. 

28:20  And Jacob vowed a vow, saying, If God will be with me, and will keep me in this way that I go, and will give me bread to eat, and raiment to put on, 

28:21  So that I come again to my father's house in peace; then shall the LORD be my God: 

28:22  And this stone, which I have set for a pillar, shall be God's house: and of all that thou shalt give me I will surely give the tenth unto thee.

There's no counting how many Christians could also say vs.16 in truth.  Many times I've seen the Holy Ghost work in a church service.  Unfortunately, I can also say that many times I've seen some Christians in that same church service not realize what was happening around them spiritually.  They didn't know that the LORD was in that place!  Jacob learned that the house of God is the place where you meet with God; the place where God becomes real to you and manifests himself to you (vs.17).  Notice that the house of God can act as a gate to heaven.  In practical terms, we could say that the church can deliver the message to a sinner about how he can be saved.  Therefore, the church is NOT the thing that saves the person, but simply a tool in God's hand that is being used to bring a sinner home.  

-The stones are set up as a pillar in vs.18 as a memorial of the "milestone" in Jacob's life.  If you ever have a close encounter with the LORD where he becomes more real to you than ever before, that's not something to be taken for granted.  No doubt, Jacob never wanted to forget this life changing experience, therefore the stones will forever mark this turning point in Jacob's life.  Since oil is used for anointing things and it also pictures the Holy Spirit in the Bible, Jacob uses some oil to signify what kind of experience he has had.  It's showing that it was a spiritual experience, not just a physical one with no deeper value.

-Bethel (vs.19) means "house of God".  This is the same place where Abraham went after meeting with God and built an altar to call upon the name of the LORD (Gen 12:7-8).  This is the same place where Abraham went after he came back up from Egypt (Gen 13:3-4).  Bethel (the house of God) has a wonderful beginning here in the book of Genesis.  People are meeting and worshipping God in Bethel.  However, the last time Bethel is mentioned in the scriptures, we see that the "house of God" has been turned into the chapel for the king and a place where true scriptural prophesying is no longer allowed (Amos 7:13).  It had become a place where people went to transgress (Amos 4:4) and worship false gods (Jer 48:13, Amos 3:14, 5:5-6).  Unfortunately, the same can be said about the house of God (that is the church) in the New Testament.  The New Testament church started out very strong.  It was a place where people were getting saved (Acts 2:47), baptized (Acts 2:41), and continuing steadfastly according to the truth (Acts 2:42).  The gospel went out despite the heavy persecution (Acts 8:4).  However, by the time we reach the end of the church age, we see that the church has become lukewarm (Rev 3:15-16).  Instead of being a pillar for the truth (1 Tim 3:15), there is a falling away into apostasy (2 Thes 2:3).  Instead of growing in grace and knowledge, more Christians are worried about growing in financial and carnal ways (Rev 3:17).  Both the Old and New Testaments show the same thing; that the "house of God" ends up in a mess.  God bless whatever remnant there is who will stand for the truth in the midst of our "Bethel" here in these last days!

-Many a Christian is found in vss. 20-22.  Jacob there is making a deal.  You can't say that Jacob is making a deal with the LORD, because he's not talking to God in the passage.  Jacob is making this deal with himself.  The key word is "if".  IF God will be with me…IF God will keep me…IF God will give me bread to eat…IF God will give me raiment to put on…IF God causes me to come again to my father's house in peace.  Notice how Jacob refers to God in the third person.  That shows that he's not talking with God, but rather he's making this deal with himself.  The deal is, "As long as God takes care of me and makes my life better than it is right now, then I'll accept him as my God."  This is the same attitude many people have today, both saved and lost people!  They don't want the true God of the Bible.  They want a god who will satisfy all their desires.  That is why this phony "prosperity gospel" is so popular today.  Those preachers are offering a god that will never allow his people to suffer.  However great that may sound, that's not the God of the Bible (see 2 Tim 3:12, Phil 1:29).  

In the last half of vs.22, Jacob does saying a little something to the LORD.  He mentions that if God meets his requirements, then he will tithe.  It's great that it was in Jacob's heart to do like this, but he has the order of things completely messed up.  First, accept God for who he is, NOT for who you want him to be.  Second, accept the house of God for what it is supposed to be, NOT for the way you think it ought to be.  Lastly, give your tithe regardless of the circumstances of your life, NOT only when there's an abundance of things.  

GENESIS 29

Genesis 29:1  ¶Then Jacob went on his journey, and came into the land of the people of the east. 

29:2  And he looked, and behold a well in the field, and, lo, there were three flocks of sheep lying by it; for out of that well they watered the flocks: and a great stone was upon the well's mouth. 

29:3  And thither were all the flocks gathered: and they rolled the stone from the well's mouth, and watered the sheep, and put the stone again upon the well's mouth in his place. 

29:4  And Jacob said unto them, My brethren, whence be ye? And they said, Of Haran are we. 

29:5  And he said unto them, Know ye Laban the son of Nahor? And they said, We know him. 

29:6  And he said unto them, Is he well? And they said, He is well: and, behold, Rachel his daughter cometh with the sheep. 

29:7  And he said, Lo, it is yet high day, neither is it time that the cattle should be gathered together: water ye the sheep, and go and feed them. 

29:8  And they said, We cannot, until all the flocks be gathered together, and till they roll the stone from the well's mouth; then we water the sheep. 

29:9  ¶And while he yet spake with them, Rachel came with her father's sheep: for she kept them. 

29:10  And it came to pass, when Jacob saw Rachel the daughter of Laban his mother's brother, and the sheep of Laban his mother's brother, that Jacob went near, and rolled the stone from the well's mouth, and watered the flock of Laban his mother's brother. 

29:11  And Jacob kissed Rachel, and lifted up his voice, and wept. 

29:12  And Jacob told Rachel that he was her father's brother, and that he was Rebekah's son: and she ran and told her father. 

29:13  And it came to pass, when Laban heard the tidings of Jacob his sister's son, that he ran to meet him, and embraced him, and kissed him, and brought him to his house. And he told Laban all these things. 

29:14  And Laban said to him, Surely thou art my bone and my flesh. And he abode with him the space of a month.
In the verses listed above, Jacob has made his journey eastward, and arrived at the place of his relatives, the land of Haran.  Haran is located in northern Mesopotamia.  After making the acquaintance of the shepherds at the watering hole, he asked about the family members with whom he is supposed to meet (Gen 28:2).  Upon hearing that all is well with his uncle Laban, he tries to offer some advice about taking care of the sheep.  His advice is rejected according to vs.8.  Evidently, all the shepherds that used that particular well had an agreement that all the sheep would be watered and let out to pasture at the same time.  This would do away with any unfairness and strife.  If anyone has been around sheep before, then they know that sheep waste no time at all finding and devouring good, green grass.  Therefore, whichever flock gets into the pasture first will get the best of the grass.  These professional shepherds would be privy to such knowledge, and therefore decided it best to make everything fair rolling the stone away at one set time in the day.  

-In vs.10, Jacob first laid eyes on the woman whom he would later love and take as his wife.  Notice that the verse points out two different things that Jacob saw.  First, he saw Rachel.  The second thing that Jacob saw was the sheep that she had.  Being true to his nature, Jacob was no doubt calculating in his mind the entire situation before him.  Not only is this a beautiful woman (vs.17), but she also has a good financial base!  There is a physical future AND a financial future all in one woman.  After realizing that Rachel would be a wise investment in more than one way, Jacob goes out of his way to show some favoritism to her.  By rolling the stone away from the well just for Rachel's sheep, he allowed her to water the sheep and turn them out to pasture before the other shepherds.  This was a big favor for Rachel and a good first impression for Jacob.  You have to give credit to the Jews…they certainly know how to get what they want!

-The kiss of vs.11 is that of a greeting, just like the one of vs.13.  One shouldn't think that Jacob was already starting a physical relationship with Rachel after simply exchanging names!  Jacob is readily received into the family by Laban, brought home, and given a place to stay.

29:15  ¶And Laban said unto Jacob, Because thou art my brother, shouldest thou therefore serve me for nought? tell me, what shall thy wages be? 

29:16  And Laban had two daughters: the name of the elder was Leah, and the name of the younger was Rachel. 

29:17  Leah was tender eyed; but Rachel was beautiful and well favoured. 

29:18  And Jacob loved Rachel; and said, I will serve thee seven years for Rachel thy younger daughter. 

29:19  And Laban said, It is better that I give her to thee, than that I should give her to another man: abide with me. 

29:20  And Jacob served seven years for Rachel; and they seemed unto him but a few days, for the love he had to her. 

29:21  And Jacob said unto Laban, Give me my wife, for my days are fulfilled, that I may go in unto her. 

29:22  And Laban gathered together all the men of the place, and made a feast. 

29:23  And it came to pass in the evening, that he took Leah his daughter, and brought her to him; and he went in unto her. 

29:24  And Laban gave unto his daughter Leah Zilpah his maid for an handmaid. 

29:25  And it came to pass, that in the morning, behold, it was Leah: and he said to Laban, What is this thou hast done unto me? did not I serve with thee for Rachel? wherefore then hast thou beguiled me? 

29:26  And Laban said, It must not be so done in our country, to give the younger before the firstborn. 

29:27  Fulfil her week, and we will give thee this also for the service which thou shalt serve with me yet seven other years. 

29:28  And Jacob did so, and fulfilled her week: and he gave him Rachel his daughter to wife also. 

29:29  And Laban gave to Rachel his daughter Bilhah his handmaid to be her maid. 

29:30  And he went in also unto Rachel, and he loved also Rachel more than Leah, and served with him yet seven other years.
Jacob might have been a "momma's boy" and liked to be indoors, but that didn't mean he was lazy.  According to vs.15, Jacob was acting as a servant to Laban while he was there in his house.  Jacob is offering a good example of how to be a good houseguest.  If someone's kind enough to let you stay with them, the least you can do is help out whenever you get the chance.  Evidently, Jacob's service was quite valuable to Laban, and therefore warranted a payment of some kind.

-In vs.17, the Bible gives us a description of both of Laban's daughters, Leah and Rachel.  Rachel is said to be beautiful and well favoured.  These descriptions are self explanatory.  Rachel was pleasant to look at and she also had a personality which was easy to get along with.  Leah, on the other hand, is said to be "tender eyed".  This doesn't mean that your eyes would hurt by looking at Leah.  Leah herself was tender eyed.  This refers to the way that Leah's eyes appeared.  When you looked at Leah, she would appear as if her mind was wandering into a far off place.  Whenever a person doesn't understand what is happening and is very confused, often the look on their face and the way they hold their eyes will make that apparent.  Leah might not have been an ugly woman.  We really don't have a description of her looks in the verse.  Evidently, the most outstanding and noticeable of Leah's features was the confused and innocent look of her eyes.  

-The wage or payment that Jacob desires is the hand of Rachel in marriage (vs.18).  The Bible tells us that for the next seven years, Jacob served Laban in order to earn his wage.  In vs.20, we're told that those seven years seemed like a few days because of his great love that he had for Rachel.  If you've ever experienced true love, then you need no explanation for what Jacob was feeling.  True love is one of those things that can only be experienced.  And until then, a person simply can't understand what it means, regardless of how many books and commentaries are written about the subject.

We know that even though Jacob had a great love for Rachel, his love doesn't even come close to the love that the Lord Jesus Christ has toward his bride, the church.  Even though Jesus has been waiting approximately 2000 years to bring his bride home and marry her, those years seem as "but a few days", for the love he has to her.  No wonder Jesus said in Revelation 22:20, "Surely I come quickly."
-What is found in vss.21-25 is one of the dirtiest tricks in the Bible.  After seven years of laboring for and dreaming about his wife-to-be, Rachel, now he wakes up next to Leah.  There's not much need to explain how Jacob must have felt.  We've all been cheated before on some level, and we know the feeling of having our hopes destroyed.  Laban uses his customs as an excuse for cheating Jacob (vs.26).  He then forces Jacob into another deal that would earn him what he had originally bargained for, that is Rachel. 

-Verse 27 is often used to prove that one week represents 7 years in the Bible.  This is a truth and is important to know when studying Daniel 9:24-27.  However, I don't believe vs.27 can be used properly to show that truth.   First, Laban tells Jacob that he needs to fulfill Leah's week.  Then Laban continues by saying that Jacob will be given Rachel also for the service that he shall serve for seven other years.  Jacob had to stay with Leah for a week, and then he would get Rachel also.  After receiving Rachel, Jacob would have to work for another seven years to pay for the second wife.  This truth is clear from vs.28.  After fulfilling Leah's week, Jacob was given Rachel also.  Then in vs.30, Jacob works the extra seven years for Rachel.  

29:31  ¶And when the LORD saw that Leah was hated, he opened her womb: but Rachel was barren. 

29:32  And Leah conceived, and bare a son, and she called his name Reuben: for she said, Surely the LORD hath looked upon my affliction; now therefore my husband will love me. 

29:33  And she conceived again, and bare a son; and said, Because the LORD hath heard that I was hated, he hath therefore given me this son also: and she called his name Simeon. 

29:34  And she conceived again, and bare a son; and said, Now this time will my husband be joined unto me, because I have born him three sons: therefore was his name called Levi. 

29:35  And she conceived again, and bare a son: and she said, Now will I praise the LORD: therefore she called his name Judah; and left bearing.

Jacob's favoritism for Rachel was very apparent and he did nothing to hide that fact.  As a matter of fact, the scripture says that Jacob hates Leah (vs.31).  After all, Leah was in the whole plan to trick Jacob on his wedding night.  That little event no doubt took some time to get over!  In order to balance things out, the LORD intervenes here by closing up Rachel's womb, which was a shameful thing, and opening Leah's womb.  Even in many cultures today, a barren woman is looked down upon.  In the Bible, God sometimes closed up the wombs of women as a punishment (2 Sam 6:23, Hos 4:10, Gen 20:18).  There are other instances though where God used the barrenness of a woman to manifest his mercy and blessing in someone's life.  Some examples are Hannah (1 Sam 1:2,11), Manoah's wife (Judg 13:3), and Elizabeth (Lk 1:7,13).  

-In vss.32-35, the first of Jacob's sons are born.  We will devote much attention to each individual child when we come to chapter 49. 

-One can see Leah's vain attempt at gaining her husband's favor through bearing children.  Leah isn't the only woman who has tried this approach at winning her husband's desire.  Many women feel as if children will force the man to stay with the woman out of a sense of responsibility.  Unfortunately, this plan backfires (goes wrong) many times.  

-The name Reuben means "see a son".  Simeon means "hearing".  Levi means "joined".  After realizing that having babies was not impressing Jacob, Leah finally turns her attention away from her husband and onto the LORD.  The last child she bears in this chapter is Judah, which means "praise".  A good lesson can be learned from this.  A person will never be satisfied until they are able to praise the LORD in their situation.  After Judah is born, Leah's days of childbirth are temporarily over. 

GENESIS 30
Genesis 30:1  ¶And when Rachel saw that she bare Jacob no children, Rachel envied her sister; and said unto Jacob, Give me children, or else I die. 

30:2  And Jacob's anger was kindled against Rachel: and he said, Am I in God's stead, who hath withheld from thee the fruit of the womb? 

30:3  And she said, Behold my maid Bilhah, go in unto her; and she shall bear upon my knees, that I may also have children by her. 

30:4  And she gave him Bilhah her handmaid to wife: and Jacob went in unto her. 

30:5  And Bilhah conceived, and bare Jacob a son. 

30:6  And Rachel said, God hath judged me, and hath also heard my voice, and hath given me a son: therefore called she his name Dan. 

30:7  And Bilhah Rachel's maid conceived again, and bare Jacob a second son. 

30:8  And Rachel said, With great wrestlings have I wrestled with my sister, and I have prevailed: and she called his name Naphtali. 

30:9  When Leah saw that she had left bearing, she took Zilpah her maid, and gave her Jacob to wife. 

30:10  And Zilpah Leah's maid bare Jacob a son. 

30:11  And Leah said, A troop cometh: and she called his name Gad. 

30:12  And Zilpah Leah's maid bare Jacob a second son. 

30:13  And Leah said, Happy am I, for the daughters will call me blessed: and she called his name Asher.
Chapter 30 begins with a contest between Rachel and Leah to see who can produce more children for Jacob.  Because Rachel is losing in this contest, she obviously becomes frustrated and makes that apparent towards Jacob in vs.1.  Jacob points out that he's not the Judge in this contest.  He's not in God's stead to choose who has the children and who doesn't (vs.2).  In a desperate attempt to stay competitive, Rachel decides to use Bilhah, her maid, as her substitute (vss.3-4).  Bilhah bears Dan which means "judging" (vs.6) and Naphtali which means "my wrestling" (vs.8).  

-After seeing the tactics that Rachel was using to try to gain ground in this baby bearing contest, Leah also uses her handmaid as an extra player (vs.9).  Zilpah would go on to give birth to Gad which means "a troop" (vs.11) and Asher which means "in my happiness" (vs.13).  

30:14  ¶And Reuben went in the days of wheat harvest, and found mandrakes in the field, and brought them unto his mother Leah. Then Rachel said to Leah, Give me, I pray thee, of thy son's mandrakes. 

30:15  And she said unto her, Is it a small matter that thou hast taken my husband? and wouldest thou take away my son's mandrakes also? And Rachel said, Therefore he shall lie with thee to night for thy son's mandrakes. 

30:16  And Jacob came out of the field in the evening, and Leah went out to meet him, and said, Thou must come in unto me; for surely I have hired thee with my son's mandrakes. And he lay with her that night. 

30:17  And God hearkened unto Leah, and she conceived, and bare Jacob the fifth son. 

30:18  And Leah said, God hath given me my hire, because I have given my maiden to my husband: and she called his name Issachar. 

30:19  And Leah conceived again, and bare Jacob the sixth son. 

30:20  And Leah said, God hath endued me with a good dowry; now will my husband dwell with me, because I have born him six sons: and she called his name Zebulun. 

30:21  And afterwards she bare a daughter, and called her name Dinah. 

30:22  ¶And God remembered Rachel, and God hearkened to her, and opened her womb. 

30:23  And she conceived, and bare a son; and said, God hath taken away my reproach: 

30:24  And she called his name Joseph; and said, The LORD shall add to me another son.

The mandrakes mentioned in vs.14 were supposedly used as a form aphrodisiac (that is something that causes another to desire you more).  This fact has been disputed by some and there is not much scientific evidence to support the idea that mandrakes have any real effect on people.  It might have been a situation where mind was over matter.  Regardless of the scientific truth of the matter, if these ladies thought there was something to it, then the psychological effect of the mandrakes could have made them useful.  Because of the intended use of the mandrakes, it only seems fitting that the price of them would be allowing the seller to have "time" with Jacob that night (vs.15).

-Beginning in vs.17, Leah is back in the baby-bearing race.  Leah's fifth child is named Issachar, which means "an hire".  Issachar is a fitting name for this child for two reasons.  First of all, as vs.18 tells us, Leah gave her maiden (Zilpah) to Jacob to perform the function of a wife.  Technically, Zilpah was Leah's "property".  So, because Leah allowed Zilpah to be used in the process of building Jacob's family, God paid her for the use of her "property".  The other reason the name is fitting is because Issachar is the fruit of Leah selling her son's mandrakes.  In other words, Leah hired Jacob for that night with the mandrakes.  

-Leah's sixth son is named Zebulun, which means "dwelling".  Leah did go on to have one more child, this one a daughter, and her name was Dinah, meaning "judgment".  

-Bringing up the rear in this baby race is Rachel, who finally gets to personally participate starting in vs.22.  Her firstborn is named Joseph, which means "adding".  Rachel does have another son "added" to her in ch.35.  Upon bearing the child, Rachel dies.  The name she gave her son right before she passed away was Benoni, meaning "the son of my sorrow".  However, Jacob changed that name to one we are more familiar with, and that is Benjamin, which means "the son of my right hand".  

Here a list of the sons of Jacob and their mothers:

Leah


Rachel


Bilhah


Zilpah
Reuben


Joseph


Dan


Gad

Simeon


Benjamin

Naphtali

Asher

Levi

Judah

Issachar

Zebulun



Dinah (daughter)

Clearly Leah won the baby-bearing contest by a count of 7-2-2-2.  

30:25  ¶And it came to pass, when Rachel had born Joseph, that Jacob said unto Laban, Send me away, that I may go unto mine own place, and to my country. 

30:26  Give me my wives and my children, for whom I have served thee, and let me go: for thou knowest my service which I have done thee. 

30:27  And Laban said unto him, I pray thee, if I have found favour in thine eyes, tarry: for I have learned by experience that the LORD hath blessed me for thy sake. 

30:28  And he said, Appoint me thy wages, and I will give it. 

30:29  And he said unto him, Thou knowest how I have served thee, and how thy cattle was with me. 

30:30  For it was little which thou hadst before I came, and it is now increased unto a multitude; and the LORD hath blessed thee since my coming: and now when shall I provide for mine own house also? 

30:31  And he said, What shall I give thee? And Jacob said, Thou shalt not give me any thing: if thou wilt do this thing for me, I will again feed and keep thy flock: 

30:32  I will pass through all thy flock to day, removing from thence all the speckled and spotted cattle, and all the brown cattle among the sheep, and the spotted and speckled among the goats: and of such shall be my hire. 

30:33  So shall my righteousness answer for me in time to come, when it shall come for my hire before thy face: every one that is not speckled and spotted among the goats, and brown among the sheep, that shall be counted stolen with me. 

30:34  And Laban said, Behold, I would it might be according to thy word. 

30:35  And he removed that day the he goats that were ringstraked and spotted, and all the she goats that were speckled and spotted, and every one that had some white in it, and all the brown among the sheep, and gave them into the hand of his sons. 

30:36  And he set three days' journey betwixt himself and Jacob: and Jacob fed the rest of Laban's flocks. 

30:37  ¶And Jacob took him rods of green poplar, and of the hazel and chesnut tree; and pilled white strakes in them, and made the white appear which was in the rods. 

30:38  And he set the rods which he had pilled before the flocks in the gutters in the watering troughs when the flocks came to drink, that they should conceive when they came to drink. 

30:39  And the flocks conceived before the rods, and brought forth cattle ringstraked, speckled, and spotted. 

30:40  And Jacob did separate the lambs, and set the faces of the flocks toward the ringstraked, and all the brown in the flock of Laban; and he put his own flocks by themselves, and put them not unto Laban's cattle. 

30:41  And it came to pass, whensoever the stronger cattle did conceive, that Jacob laid the rods before the eyes of the cattle in the gutters, that they might conceive among the rods. 

30:42  But when the cattle were feeble, he put them not in: so the feebler were Laban's, and the stronger Jacob's.

30:43  And the man increased exceedingly, and had much cattle, and maidservants, and menservants, and camels, and asses.

After Jacob's quiver was just about full (Ps 127:5), he decided it was time to start concentrating on his career.  He wanted to go into business for himself, so he asks Laban to send him away (vs.25).  He's been working as Laban's employee for all of 14 years now and all he has to show for it is some wives and a bunch of children (vs.26).  

-Laban acknowledges the effects of Genesis 12:3 by saying in vs.27, "the LORD hath blessed me for thy sake."  If you take care of the Jew, God will take care of you!  In an attempt to get Jacob to stick around, Laban basically says, "Name your price and I'll pay it!"  Those are undoubtedly the exact words that Jacob wanted to hear.

-Jacob comes up with a business proposal.  He suggests that anything odd looking among the sheep should be his (including speckled, spotted, ringstraked, and brown) and all the rest should remain with Laban.  In vs. 34, Laban agrees to the plan, not realizing that Jacob had a few "breeding tricks" he had failed to mention.

For the remainder of the chapter, we read about how Jacob caused all of the strongest sheep to become his own and the weaker ones to wander into Laban's pasture.  Evidently, by putting a pilled rod into the watering trough while the sheep were drinking caused sheep to look for a certain "color" mate.  Jacob had both his flock and Laban's flock in the pasture at the same time (vs.36).  When any strong sheep would go to the watering trough, Jacob would put his hand made rod in the water and thus set that sheep's face towards another sheep who also had white strakes (vs.40-"…and set the faces of the flocks toward the ringstraked…").  Somehow, when that sheep would see a speckled pattern in the watering trough, it would cause him to search out a mate with a speckled pattern.  Naturally, if a weak sheep was drinking, then no rod was put into the water, and then the weak sheep would settle for a plain, ordinary white colored sheep.  

One could dispute the scientific evidence to such behavior.  There's not much we can do in order to prove that what Jacob was doing can actually work on a consistent basis.  However, we shouldn't ignore Jacob's testimony concerning this entire situation.  The reason Jacob's homemade rods worked was because God's blessing was upon him.  God was repaying Jacob for all the times he was cheated by Laban.  Therefore, it's safe to say that Jacob's pilled rods aren't a matter of scientific fact.  If you or I tried that today, it would probably utterly fail!  But due to Jacob's special circumstances, things kept working out in his favor.

