GENESIS 31

Genesis 31:1  ¶And he heard the words of Laban's sons, saying, Jacob hath taken away all that was our father's; and of that which was our father's hath he gotten all this glory. 

31:2  And Jacob beheld the countenance of Laban, and, behold, it was not toward him as before. 

31:3  And the LORD said unto Jacob, Return unto the land of thy fathers, and to thy kindred; and I will be with thee. 

31:4  And Jacob sent and called Rachel and Leah to the field unto his flock, 

31:5  And said unto them, I see your father's countenance, that it is not toward me as before; but the God of my father hath been with me. 

31:6  And ye know that with all my power I have served your father. 

31:7  And your father hath deceived me, and changed my wages ten times; but God suffered him not to hurt me. 

31:8  If he said thus, The speckled shall be thy wages; then all the cattle bare speckled: and if he said thus, The ringstraked shall be thy hire; then bare all the cattle ringstraked. 

31:9  Thus God hath taken away the cattle of your father, and given them to me. 

31:10  And it came to pass at the time that the cattle conceived, that I lifted up mine eyes, and saw in a dream, and, behold, the rams which leaped upon the cattle were ringstraked, speckled, and grisled. 

31:11  And the angel of God spake unto me in a dream, saying, Jacob: And I said, Here am I. 

31:12  And he said, Lift up now thine eyes, and see, all the rams which leap upon the cattle are ringstraked, speckled, and grisled: for I have seen all that Laban doeth unto thee. 

31:13  I am the God of Bethel, where thou anointedst the pillar, and where thou vowedst a vow unto me: now arise, get thee out from this land, and return unto the land of thy kindred. 

31:14  And Rachel and Leah answered and said unto him, Is there yet any portion or inheritance for us in our father's house? 

31:15  Are we not counted of him strangers? for he hath sold us, and hath quite devoured also our money. 

31:16  For all the riches which God hath taken from our father, that is ours, and our children's: now then, whatsoever God hath said unto thee, do.

The word "glory" appears for the first time in the Bible in vs.1.  The glory mentioned there has nothing to do with God, heaven, salvation, or anything spiritual.  The first mention of glory is connected with the carnal wealth which this world has to offer.  Hence, when a man wants to boast, he talks about how many things he has (see Hezekiah in 2 Ki 20:12-15).  That's why Jesus said in Luke 12:15, "Take heed, and beware of coveteousness: for a man's life consisteth not in the abundance of the things which he possesseth."
-In vss.2-3, we see a classic problem with all mankind.  As soon as someone else begins to prosper, envy creeps in.  At one time, Laban was begging Jacob to stay and was willing to pay any price to make that happen (Gen 30:27-28).  But now that Jacob is outdoing Laban financially, it's time for Jacob to go (vs.3)

-Now that all of Jacob's cattle were looking quite well and Laban's weak, Laban had the right to be a bit suspicious of this supplanter, Jacob.  God meets with Jacob and tells him to leave town and go back home (vs.3), which command he obeys with haste.  In vss. 4-16, Jacob is basically convincing his wives that he's completely innocent in the whole matter.  He explains to them that this suspicious coincident of him ending up with all the good cattle is nothing more than the blessing of God, which thing was true according to vss. 11-13.  After realizing that God's blessing is upon Jacob and that there's nothing more their father could do for them (vs.14), both Rachel and Leah decide going with Jacob is the right idea.  

31:17  ¶Then Jacob rose up, and set his sons and his wives upon camels; 

31:18  And he carried away all his cattle, and all his goods which he had gotten, the cattle of his getting, which he had gotten in Padanaram, for to go to Isaac his father in the land of Canaan. 

31:19  And Laban went to shear his sheep: and Rachel had stolen the images that were her father's. 

31:20  And Jacob stole away unawares to Laban the Syrian, in that he told him not that he fled. 

31:21  So he fled with all that he had; and he rose up, and passed over the river, and set his face toward the mount Gilead. 

31:22  And it was told Laban on the third day that Jacob was fled. 

31:23  And he took his brethren with him, and pursued after him seven days' journey; and they overtook him in the mount Gilead. 

31:24  And God came to Laban the Syrian in a dream by night, and said unto him, Take heed that thou speak not to Jacob either good or bad. 

31:25  ¶Then Laban overtook Jacob. Now Jacob had pitched his tent in the mount: and Laban with his brethren pitched in the mount of Gilead. 

31:26  And Laban said to Jacob, What hast thou done, that thou hast stolen away unawares to me, and carried away my daughters, as captives taken with the sword? 

31:27  Wherefore didst thou flee away secretly, and steal away from me; and didst not tell me, that I might have sent thee away with mirth, and with songs, with tabret, and with harp? 

31:28  And hast not suffered me to kiss my sons and my daughters? thou hast now done foolishly in so doing. 

31:29  It is in the power of my hand to do you hurt: but the God of your father spake unto me yesternight, saying, Take thou heed that thou speak not to Jacob either good or bad. 

31:30  And now, though thou wouldest needs be gone, because thou sore longedst after thy father's house, yet wherefore hast thou stolen my gods? 

31:31  And Jacob answered and said to Laban, Because I was afraid: for I said, Peradventure thou wouldest take by force thy daughters from me. 

31:32  With whomsoever thou findest thy gods, let him not live: before our brethren discern thou what is thine with me, and take it to thee. For Jacob knew not that Rachel had stolen them. 

31:33  And Laban went into Jacob's tent, and into Leah's tent, and into the two maidservants' tents; but he found them not. Then went he out of Leah's tent, and entered into Rachel's tent. 

31:34  Now Rachel had taken the images, and put them in the camel's furniture, and sat upon them. And Laban searched all the tent, but found them not. 

31:35  And she said to her father, Let it not displease my lord that I cannot rise up before thee; for the custom of women is upon me. And he searched, but found not the images.

The passage is fairly self-explanatory and doesn't require a lot of exposition.  In these verses, Jacob is running away secretly for fear of what Laban might do to him.  Jacob must have been familiar with the wisdom of Proverbs 27:4 which says, "Wrath is cruel, and anger is outrageous; but who is able to stand before envy?"  Jacob certainly wasn't able to stand before envy and he proved that by running away.  

-In vs.24, we see again God's protective hand on Jacob.  God was looking out for Jacob when he was being cheated by Laban (vs.12).  Here again, when Laban was coming close to Jacob's position, he was warned by God that he shouldn't speak anything good or bad.  The question could be asked, "Why not say anything good?"  God wanted Jacob to go back to the land of Canaan (vs.3).  Possibly, if Laban would have given the appropriate amount of "sweet talking" or flattering words, Jacob might have changed his mind.

-In vss.25-30, Laban if careful not to say too much to Jacob.  He's just been warned the night before about saying anything to Jacob, whether it be good or bad.  Notice though what Laban does.  Instead of making a lot of statements, Laban asks him four questions.  


1) Why did you sneak away with my daughters? (vs.26)


2) Why didn't you let me give you a "going-away" party? (vs.27)


3) Why didn't you let me say goodbye to my daughters? (vs.28)


4) Why did you steal my gods? (vs.30)

Laban must have figured that by using questions he wouldn't go too far when speaking with Jacob.  Even with all the questions, Laban pushed his liberty to the limit in vs.28.  He accuses Jacob of acting foolishly, but then quickly brings up his dream from the night before.  Evidently, as soon as he begin to say something out of line, his conscience immediately said, "You'd better be careful…your tongue has the power of life and death and you're about to eat the fruit of it.  Don't forget what God told you last night!"  After that nice reminder, he goes right back to another questions in vs.30.

-In vss.31-32, Jacob gives two different answers.  In vs.31 he is answering Laban's first three questions about why he ran away secretly.  In vs.32, he is reacting to Laban's implied accusation about Jacob being a thief and stealing his gods.  

-Laban realized that Jacob was a supplanter and didn't always provide things honest in the sight of all men, so he went ahead with a complete search (vss.33-35).  You can't really blame Laban for checking.  After all, honesty was not Jacob's strongest quality.  In vs.35 Rachel shows her true nature.  Not only was she guilty of stealing her father's gods (vs.19), but now she's lying to cover it up.  Rachel used her female problems as an excuse to not comply with the search that was happening.  Many women, even today, do a similar thing.  Whenever they don't want to comply with what a man is trying to do, they make up a sickness or complain about female problems and expect the man to excuse them from whatever is happening.  I realize that what a woman goes through on a monthly basis is not pleasant and that there is a definite amount of discomfort involved.  However, if the truth be known, they could do a lot more then they claim to be able to do during that time.  

31:36  ¶And Jacob was wroth, and chode with Laban: and Jacob answered and said to Laban, What is my trespass? what is my sin, that thou hast so hotly pursued after me? 

31:37  Whereas thou hast searched all my stuff, what hast thou found of all thy household stuff? set it here before my brethren and thy brethren, that they may judge betwixt us both. 

31:38  This twenty years have I been with thee; thy ewes and thy she goats have not cast their young, and the rams of thy flock have I not eaten. 

31:39  That which was torn of beasts I brought not unto thee; I bare the loss of it; of my hand didst thou require it, whether stolen by day, or stolen by night. 

31:40  Thus I was; in the day the drought consumed me, and the frost by night; and my sleep departed from mine eyes. 

31:41  Thus have I been twenty years in thy house; I served thee fourteen years for thy two daughters, and six years for thy cattle: and thou hast changed my wages ten times. 

31:42  Except the God of my father, the God of Abraham, and the fear of Isaac, had been with me, surely thou hadst sent me away now empty. God hath seen mine affliction and the labour of my hands, and rebuked thee yesternight.
After being proved innocent by Laban's unfruitful search, Jacob speaks his mind and doesn't hold back as he rebukes Laban in front of everybody.  He regales his horrible tales of wasted livestock (vs.39), poor working conditions (vs.40), insufficient pay (vs.41), and then finishes the miniature sermon by reminding everybody that God is on his side (vs.42).  

31:43  ¶And Laban answered and said unto Jacob, These daughters are my daughters, and these children are my children, and these cattle are my cattle, and all that thou seest is mine: and what can I do this day unto these my daughters, or unto their children which they have born? 

31:44  Now therefore come thou, let us make a covenant, I and thou; and let it be for a witness between me and thee. 

31:45  And Jacob took a stone, and set it up for a pillar. 

31:46  And Jacob said unto his brethren, Gather stones; and they took stones, and made an heap: and they did eat there upon the heap. 

31:47  And Laban called it Jegarsahadutha: but Jacob called it Galeed. 

31:48  And Laban said, This heap is a witness between me and thee this day. Therefore was the name of it called Galeed; 

31:49  And Mizpah; for he said, The LORD watch between me and thee, when we are absent one from another. 

31:50  If thou shalt afflict my daughters, or if thou shalt take other wives beside my daughters, no man is with us; see, God is witness betwixt me and thee. 

31:51  And Laban said to Jacob, Behold this heap, and behold this pillar, which I have cast betwixt me and thee; 

31:52  This heap be witness, and this pillar be witness, that I will not pass over this heap to thee, and that thou shalt not pass over this heap and this pillar unto me, for harm. 

31:53  The God of Abraham, and the God of Nahor, the God of their father, judge betwixt us. And Jacob sware by the fear of his father Isaac. 

31:54  Then Jacob offered sacrifice upon the mount, and called his brethren to eat bread: and they did eat bread, and tarried all night in the mount. 

31:55  And early in the morning Laban rose up, and kissed his sons and his daughters, and blessed them: and Laban departed, and returned unto his place.

Laban sees that he's not going to come out on top in this situation, so he calmly gives a reason for being there (vs.43) and then suggests that an agreement be made between him and Jacob (vs.44). 

-Both names given in vs.47 mean the same thing.  They both mean "the heap of witness".  The word Jegarsahadutha is a Chaldean word, whereas Galeed is of Hebrew derivation.

-In vs.49, Laban gives another name to that heap of stones.  He calls is Mizpah, which means "watchtower".  The meaning of Mizpah is indicated in the verse when Laban says the LORD would watch between him and Jacob.  A lot of people use this verse when dealing with a good friend.  Especially when the two friends are going to be away from one another for a long period of time, then they might share this verse.  People might have good intentions when using the verse in terms of friendship, but nothing could be farther from the truth when you're dealing with the context.  Laban and Jacob are NOT friends and they're not "sharing" this verse in any kind of a good or positive way.  These are two enemies who are suspicious of one another and don't trust the other any farther than he could throw him.  In other words, Laban is saying, "The LORD needs to watch between us when we're not together so that you don't cheat me and I don't cheat you.  The LORD will make sure we treat each other fairly when the other person isn't looking."  You know this is what Laban had in mind by what he said in vs.50. 

-Laban uses this heap of a pillar as a boundary line for him and Jacob.  If the matter was a peaceful one, then the line could be crossed.  However, it there was any harm intended, then this agreement was supposed to be honored (vs.52).  

GENESIS 32

Genesis 32:1  ¶And Jacob went on his way, and the angels of God met him. 

32:2  And when Jacob saw them, he said, This is God's host: and he called the name of that place Mahanaim. 

32:3  ¶And Jacob sent messengers before him to Esau his brother unto the land of Seir, the country of Edom. 

32:4  And he commanded them, saying, Thus shall ye speak unto my lord Esau; Thy servant Jacob saith thus, I have sojourned with Laban, and stayed there until now: 

32:5  And I have oxen, and asses, flocks, and menservants, and womenservants: and I have sent to tell my lord, that I may find grace in thy sight. 

32:6  And the messengers returned to Jacob, saying, We came to thy brother Esau, and also he cometh to meet thee, and four hundred men with him. 

32:7  Then Jacob was greatly afraid and distressed: and he divided the people that was with him, and the flocks, and herds, and the camels, into two bands; 

32:8  And said, If Esau come to the one company, and smite it, then the other company which is left shall escape.

The name Mahanaim means "two hosts" or "two camps", obviously in reference to the angels who met him during his journey.  Evidently, there was a numerous amount of angels which appeared as two companies of soldiers.  

-We can see that Jacob had intentions of trying to reunite with his brother Esau.  Jacob sends the messenger before him to Esau and the message he brings is filled with how Jacob has prospered in a foreign land.  Jacob is probably offering this information, not as a show of pride, but rather as a means of appealing to Esau's sensual nature.  The two brethren don't have much in common.  Jacob was a plain man and dwelled in tents, while Esau was a cunning hunter and a man of the field (Gen 25:27).  By mentioning all the material and physical goods that he had acquired while he was away, Esau might be impressed and then be more likely to talk with Jacob ("…and I have sent to tell my lord, that I may find grace in thy sight.").

-Jacob receives word back that Esau is on his way down to meet him and there's a rather large posse of men following along (400-vs.6).  We learn later that Jacob had nothing to fear, but upon receiving this news, Jacob did what any man with a guilty conscience would do…he feared.  

-In vss.7-8, Jacob separates his family and belongings out of fear of what Esau might do.  He figures if one group is taken, then the other group can make a run for it and possibly escape.  This is a plan of protection for his family and there's nothing wrong with it.  However, Jacob gets the order of things a bit wrong here.  The first thing Jacob did was make a plan (vss.7-8).  After that, he started praying (vss.9-12).  Prayer should have been Jacob's first option.  Unfortunately, just like any other fleshy, carnal man, he relies heavily on the ability of his own mind and his own body, instead of leaning on God's everlasting arms.

32:9  ¶And Jacob said, O God of my father Abraham, and God of my father Isaac, the LORD which saidst unto me, Return unto thy country, and to thy kindred, and I will deal well with thee: 

32:10  I am not worthy of the least of all the mercies, and of all the truth, which thou hast shewed unto thy servant; for with my staff I passed over this Jordan; and now I am become two bands. 

32:11  Deliver me, I pray thee, from the hand of my brother, from the hand of Esau: for I fear him, lest he will come and smite me, and the mother with the children. 

32:12  And thou saidst, I will surely do thee good, and make thy seed as the sand of the sea, which cannot be numbered for multitude.
Now the prayer starts.  The first thing Jacob does in vs.9 is remind the LORD of what he said.  He says, "Now LORD, you're the One who told me to come back to my kindred and my country.  And you said that you would take care of me…so what's going on here Lord?"  After Jacob gets that out of his system, then he begins to think a bit clearer.  He remembers how God had prospered him so abundantly in the past 20 years.  When coming out of his country, he only had a staff.  Now, upon returning to his homeland, he has droves of people and animals following behind (vs.10).  

-Jacob recognizes that he's not worthy of the Lord's mercies or truth (vs.10).  Why would Jacob say that?  Obviously, Jacob knows that he hasn't been honest with everybody in his life.  Since he hasn't dealt truly with the people in his life, why should the Lord deal truly with him?  You're supposed to sow what you reap, and Jacob knew that.  Eventually, all of Jacob's corrupt dealings catch up with him, but not up until this point in his life.  Jacob pleas with God for deliverance (vs.11), and is sure to add that he needs this help not only for his sake, but also for the family.  Just for good measure, Jacob reminds the Lord one more time in vs.12 about his promise about doing good to Jacob and giving him a big family.  How can you have a big family if Esau comes and destroys the mother with the child?  You can see Jacob's motives here.  He's not interested in God's glory in this matter.  He's concerned about his own skin!  He knows that Esau has every right to still be angry and he's afraid ("…for I fear him…" vs.11).  

32:13  ¶And he lodged there that same night; and took of that which came to his hand a present for Esau his brother; 

32:14  Two hundred she goats, and twenty he goats, two hundred ewes, and twenty rams, 

32:15  Thirty milch camels with their colts, forty kine, and ten bulls, twenty she asses, and ten foals. 

32:16  And he delivered them into the hand of his servants, every drove by themselves; and said unto his servants, Pass over before me, and put a space betwixt drove and drove. 

32:17  And he commanded the foremost, saying, When Esau my brother meeteth thee, and asketh thee, saying, Whose art thou? and whither goest thou? and whose are these before thee? 

32:18  Then thou shalt say, They be thy servant Jacob's; it is a present sent unto my lord Esau: and, behold, also he is behind us. 

32:19  And so commanded he the second, and the third, and all that followed the droves, saying, On this manner shall ye speak unto Esau, when ye find him. 

32:20  And say ye moreover, Behold, thy servant Jacob is behind us. For he said, I will appease him with the present that goeth before me, and afterward I will see his face; peradventure he will accept of me. 

32:21  So went the present over before him: and himself lodged that night in the company. 

32:22  And he rose up that night, and took his two wives, and his two womenservants, and his eleven sons, and passed over the ford Jabbok. 

32:23  And he took them, and sent them over the brook, and sent over that he had.

After sleeping on it, Jacob decides to take matters into his own hands.  This whole plan of Jacob’s would eventually be proven useless, but at the time, Jacob thought this was his best chance of getting out of trouble.  I can just hear Jacob saying, "Well, I know that I prayed, but the Lord helps those who help themselves."  I'm not against putting feet to your prayers.  You can't just pray and sit back expecting God to do something that you're responsible for taking care of.  However, there's come a time when you have to put an issue in the hands of God and say, "Alright Lord, I don't know what to do.  I'm in a mess here.  If you don't get me out, nobody else will.  I'm relying on you and you only."  Don't be lazy, but don't forget that God can and DOES help those who can't help themselves in many situations (i.e. your salvation).  

-Jacob forms a number of welcoming committees and sends them out one after another.  His motives for doing this are clear from vs.20.  These gifts are attempts to smooth things over with Esau.  Jacob arises well before the sun comes up (vs.22), possibly around 3 am, and tells these committees to start marching.  Jacob must have realized the truth of Proverbs 21:14, which says, "A gift in secret pacifieth anger: and a reward in the bosom strong wrath."  Jacob moves his family to a different location, but they should not be confused as being part of the welcoming committees which Jacob had formed.  Jacob himself stays behind.

32:24  ¶And Jacob was left alone; and there wrestled a man with him until the breaking of the day. 

32:25  And when he saw that he prevailed not against him, he touched the hollow of his thigh; and the hollow of Jacob's thigh was out of joint, as he wrestled with him. 

32:26  And he said, Let me go, for the day breaketh. And he said, I will not let thee go, except thou bless me. 

32:27  And he said unto him, What is thy name? And he said, Jacob. 

32:28  And he said, Thy name shall be called no more Jacob, but Israel: for as a prince hast thou power with God and with men, and hast prevailed. 

32:29  And Jacob asked him, and said, Tell me, I pray thee, thy name. And he said, Wherefore is it that thou dost ask after my name? And he blessed him there. 

32:30  And Jacob called the name of the place Peniel: for I have seen God face to face, and my life is preserved. 

32:31  And as he passed over Penuel the sun rose upon him, and he halted upon his thigh. 

32:32  Therefore the children of Israel eat not of the sinew which shrank, which is upon the hollow of the thigh, unto this day: because he touched the hollow of Jacob's thigh in the sinew that shrank.

In the verse printed above is one of the more popular stories concerning Jacob.  Verse 24 and 25 makes it appear as if Jacob is wrestling with a man.  However, in Hosea 12:4, we find out that Jacob "had power over the angel and prevailed: he wept, and made supplication unto him…"  So Jacob wrestled with this angel who appeared as a man until the sun came up.  Then in vs.30, we learn straight from the mouth of Jacob that he had seen the face of God.  Now we can say that this angel who had the appearance of a man (as all angels do) was none other but the angel of the LORD (see notes on Gen 18:1-8).

-The Bible says in vs.24 that Jacob was left alone.  That's when God is able to do most of his dealing with you.  Most of the time we can't hear the voice of God clearly because we have too many other voices around us.  This is why Jesus told his disciples that they should enter into a closet and shut the door to pray (Matt 6:6).  Every Christian ought to have some quiet time set aside in their day where they can be alone and commune with God.  If you don't make time for this, you might find yourself in a similar situation as Jacob.  God might have to bring some sort of trouble in your life so that you recognize your need to get alone with God.  This meeting with the angel of the LORD was NOT planned.  I say that to Jacob's shame!  You should schedule times (notice the plural) for you and God to meet.  

-Many preachers have used this passage as a picture of prayer and rightfully so.  Prayer is much like a wrestling match with the LORD.  The flesh hates to do it; therefore it's like a battle.  The Lord likes a persistent man in the prayer closet (see Lk 18:1-8), which Jacob proves himself to be in the passage.

-In vs.25, the angel sees that he's not going to get away from Jacob without using his supernatural powers a bit.  He simply touches a certain spot located on the outside of Jacob's hip, and his whole thigh comes out of joint.  Whenever you wrestle with God until He manifests his power in your life somehow, then you know you've done some serious praying.  

-Jacob's determination is admirable in vs.26.  At the same time, remembering Jacob's nature, you have to wonder if Jacob's determination here isn't driven by his greed and desire to have more than he already has.  A lot of people will pray hard and fervently when they're in the middle of a big problem like Jacob is here.  The question is, will they still pray with the same fervency AFTER they have been delivered?  Will they still seek God's face in times of prosperity, like they did in times of adversity?  

-In order to get the blessing, Jacob had to admit something.  What did he have to admit?  He had to admit who he really was.  "What is thy name?" the angel asked.  Jacob replied, "My name is supplanter, deceiver, a cheat…"  That's what Jacob means!  Jacob had to come clean.  He had to confess who he really was.  I teach all of our new converts that there are four necessary things to do when praying.  I recommend that they be done in this order, although this is only my recommendation; this isn't a command in the scriptures.  Those four things are worship, confession, thanksgiving, and request.  When you worship, you recognize God NOT for what he's done, but for who he is.  Confession is similar.  When you confess, you should not only confess what you've done, but also who you really are!  What's your name?  Is your name Liar?  Is it Adulterer?  Is it Thief?  What's your name?  Until you admit to God who you really are, you can't expect him to take you seriously when you pray.

-It's important to notice in vs.28 that the name change from Jacob to Israel isn't official yet in the verse.  The angel said, "Thy name shall be called no more…".  In Genesis 35:10, the name Israel becomes official.  Israel means "prince of God".  Jacob earned this for his willingness to accept how rotten he was and also for his determination to get a blessing from God.  True, Jacob might have been a bit selfish, but at least he was greedy for spiritual things!  Sure, Jacob had the family, the livestock, the servants, the wealth, but that's not all he was concerned about.  Jacob wanted the birthright.  He wanted the Abrahamic blessing.  Here he wants God's blessing upon him.  Those are spiritual things and God's honours that.  


God says that Jacob has power with God (that's because of the wrestling match that had just transpired) and with men.  Can you remember a time in the Bible where Jacob dealt with another man and came out the loser?  I can't!  When he dealt with Esau, he won.  When he dealt with Isaac, he won.  When he dealt with Laban, he won.  We'll see a bit later in the book of Genesis, when he deals with Esau and with Pharaoh, he wins.  He has power with men.  

-In vs.29, Jacob enquires about the angel's name and it remains a secret to Jacob, just as it is in Judges 13:18 and Revelation 19:12. 

-Jacob names the place Peniel, which means "the face of God".  Here, a lot of people who have a weak understanding of the scripture try to twist the verse to make it say something it doesn't say.  These people have a problem with the apparent contradiction between this verse and verses like Exodus 33:20, which says, "Thou canst not see my face: for there shall no man see me, and live."  What you shouldn't forget is in that same passage of Exodus 33, Moses had already seen God face to face in vs.11, as a man speaketh with his friend!  When God wants to appear to a man, he has to put on a covering of some sort.  In many cases in the Old Testament, God covered himself with the flesh of an angel; this way people could look upon with dying.  However, if anyone were to try to look upon God in his natural state without a covering of any type, then they would surely die.  

-In vs.31, the name Penuel is mentioned.  Penuel is the same as Peniel.  The small difference represents a change in pronunciation.  

-For the rest of Jacob's life, he walked with a limp due to this encounter with the Almighty.  Brethren, if you ever come close to the Lord and wrestle with him in prayer and prevail, you'll never walk the same either!  The Jews honour Jacob's meeting with God by not eating that particular sinew (which is a tendon) on any animal that they partake of.  

GENESIS 33

Genesis 33:1  ¶And Jacob lifted up his eyes, and looked, and, behold, Esau came, and with him four hundred men. And he divided the children unto Leah, and unto Rachel, and unto the two handmaids. 

33:2  And he put the handmaids and their children foremost, and Leah and her children after, and Rachel and Joseph hindermost. 

33:3  And he passed over before them, and bowed himself to the ground seven times, until he came near to his brother. 

33:4  And Esau ran to meet him, and embraced him, and fell on his neck, and kissed him: and they wept.

As Jacob limps away from his meeting with God, he immediately goes back to his old ways.  Instead of trusting the LORD to get him through this mess with Esau, he's reverts back to trusting his own plan.  If you have any doubts about Jacob doing the wrong thing here, just read over there in 2 Chronicles 16 where Asa trusted his own plan instead of relying on the LORD.  Here in the passage, there's no prayer involved, no waiting on the LORD to deliver him.  There's just a supplanter trying to make things work out in his favor.

-Jacob is using every bit of respectful behavior that he knows in an attempt to win Esau's approval.  Bowing seven times to the ground was evidently customary in those times.  Imagine Jacob's surprise when Esau starts running towards him.  What went through Jacob's mind at that point?  "Oh my goodness, he's going to trample me!  He's going to hit me so hard that my head might fall off!"  Then, as Esau comes a little closer, he opens his arms and Jacob notices tears running down Esau's cheeks.  Esau doesn't look angry, but rather relieved to finally see his brother again.  I'm sure Jacob had the biggest surprise of his life to that point when Esau started kissing instead of hitting him.  

-The kissing here is not the same kind of kissing that happens between a man and a woman.  It would be similar to the action of bowing down on the ground seven times before meeting someone.  That is, it was only a customary act of friendship in that area.  Even today, some European countries still have this custom of kissing people on the cheeks upon making their acquaintance.  

33:5  And he lifted up his eyes, and saw the women and the children; and said, Who are those with thee? And he said, The children which God hath graciously given thy servant. 

33:6  Then the handmaidens came near, they and their children, and they bowed themselves. 

33:7  And Leah also with her children came near, and bowed themselves: and after came Joseph near and Rachel, and they bowed themselves. 

33:8  And he said, What meanest thou by all this drove which I met? And he said, These are to find grace in the sight of my lord. 

33:9  And Esau said, I have enough, my brother; keep that thou hast unto thyself. 

33:10  And Jacob said, Nay, I pray thee, if now I have found grace in thy sight, then receive my present at my hand: for therefore I have seen thy face, as though I had seen the face of God, and thou wast pleased with me. 

33:11  Take, I pray thee, my blessing that is brought to thee; because God hath dealt graciously with me, and because I have enough. And he urged him, and he took it. 

33:12  And he said, Let us take our journey, and let us go, and I will go before thee. 

33:13  And he said unto him, My lord knoweth that the children are tender, and the flocks and herds with young are with me: and if men should overdrive them one day, all the flock will die. 

33:14  Let my lord, I pray thee, pass over before his servant: and I will lead on softly, according as the cattle that goeth before me and the children be able to endure, until I come unto my lord unto Seir. 

33:15  And Esau said, Let me now leave with thee some of the folk that are with me. And he said, What needeth it? let me find grace in the sight of my lord.

33:16  ¶So Esau returned that day on his way unto Seir. 

33:17  And Jacob journeyed to Succoth, and built him an house, and made booths for his cattle: therefore the name of the place is called Succoth.

After the two brothers have exchanged their greetings, Esau begins to question about all the welcoming committees that he has been meeting with along the road.  First question is in vs.5, "Who are those with thee?"  In other words, "Where did all these people come from?"  The second question is in vs.8, "What meanest thou by all this drove which I met?"  Jacob is quick to admit the truth here and tell Esau that the droves were meant to impress him.  Esau doesn't want the stuff because he already has too much as it is (vs.9).  After some urging from Jacob, Esau finally gives in and takes the gift. 

-Something that should be noticed about both Jacob and Esau's character here is who they give credit to for having an abundance of stuff.  Jacob says in vs.11 that God has dealt graciously with him and that's why he has enough.  Esau on the other hand never mentions God in any way.  Esau figures that he's earned all his belongings by the sweat of his brow.  Again, this situation shows that Jacob acknowledges spiritual things whereas Esau completely ignores that aspect of life.  

-After taking the gift, Esau invites Jacob and his clan back to his home.  Right away, Jacob begins to weasel his way out of the situation.  Jacob uses the little ones and the cattle (vss.13-14) as an excuse to put some distance between him and his brother.  He even rejects the idea of having any of Esau's people with him (vs.15), showing you that Jacob had no intentions of actually meeting up with Esau in Seir (vss. 14 & 16).  Instead, Jacob ends up in Succoth and makes that place his homestead (vs.17).  Jacob said that he would eventually come to Seir (vs.14).  After a certain amount of days had gone by, surely Esau realized that he had been cheated again by his brother.  What did Esau do?  Nothing.  What could he do?  By this time, he knew Jacob and how Jacob operated.  Jacob did what many people do when they're afraid of insulting someone else.  Instead of saying the truth and telling that person, "No, I really don't have time…or…I would rather just go home now", they make out as if they're going to go through with the plan.  Then at the last moment, something mysteriously happens so that they can't make it.  Millions, literally millions of people have done this with a preacher at some point in their lives.  They know that the preacher means well when he invites them to church, so instead of saying, "No, sorry, I won't be there this Sunday", they say, "Sure, sure, I'll be there…yes, yes, I promise you I'll be there."  Sure Jacob, we'll save you a seat!!!

33:¶18  And Jacob came to Shalem, a city of Shechem, which is in the land of Canaan, when he came from Padanaram; and pitched his tent before the city. 

33:19  And he bought a parcel of a field, where he had spread his tent, at the hand of the children of Hamor, Shechem's father, for an hundred pieces of money. 

33:20  And he erected there an altar, and called it Elelohe-Israel.  

The chapter closes with Jacob transferring from one place to another.  He leaves Succoth, which means "booths" and goes to Shalem meaning "perfect peace", which is a city of Shechem, which means "part" or "portion".  Succoth is located just on the west side of the Jordan River, about half way between the Dead Sea and the Sea of Galilee.  It was a city in the territory of Gilead.  As vs.18 tells us, Shalem was a city located within the land of Canaan and is located close to Mt. Gerizim and Mt. Ebal.  These two mountains would later become an important place for the nation of Israel, especially as they came into the promise land (Deut 11:29, Josh 8:33).  

-The altar which Jacob erects is called Elelohe-Israel, which by interpretation means "God, the God of Israel."  You can see that Jacob's early morning wrestling match from ch.32 hasn't left his mind.  After you have a real meeting with God, it with have a permanent effect on your life.  Before this time, Jacob wasn't an altar builder.  Abraham was (Gen 12:7-8, 13:18, 22:9), Isaac was (Gen 26:25), but this was Jacob's first time with an altar.  He also includes his new name "Israel" as part of the name of this altar.  Possibly now that Jacob was in a new place with a renewed sense of God's presence, he figured it was time to make a fresh start and change his life.  He had enough of Jacob (the old man) and now it was time for the new man, Israel, to start living.  

GENESIS 34

Genesis 34:1  ¶And Dinah the daughter of Leah, which she bare unto Jacob, went out to see the daughters of the land. 

34:2  And when Shechem the son of Hamor the Hivite, prince of the country, saw her, he took her, and lay with her, and defiled her. 

34:3  And his soul clave unto Dinah the daughter of Jacob, and he loved the damsel, and spake kindly unto the damsel. 

34:4  And Shechem spake unto his father Hamor, saying, Get me this damsel to wife. 

34:5  And Jacob heard that he had defiled Dinah his daughter: now his sons were with his cattle in the field: and Jacob held his peace until they were come.

As any young person would do, as Jacob and his family settles into a new place, Leah's daughter Dinah goes out seeking "likeminded" fellowship.  She ended up with more than she was expecting.  Some say that Dinah was raped according to vs.2.  I'm not going to rule out that possibility.  That could be the truth here.  However, the Bible doesn't say that she was forced as it does with Tamar's rape case in 2 Samuel 13:14.  In vs.3, we read that Shechem loved and spake kindly to the damsel.  If she was cursing and yelling at him for raping her, I find it difficult to believe that he could feel and act the way that he did.  True, Shechem's mind would have to be a bit twisted to sleep with a young girl like he did (Dinah was probably around 13 to 17 years old here).  Therefore, it wouldn't be hard to say that he reacted the way he did IN SPITE of the way Dinah felt.  However, I believe it's also possible that Dinah wasn't upset about the idea of someone loving her and wanting to treat her so sweetly.  

-The Bible says that Dinah was defiled through this action.  The defiling happened because two different races were mixing.  This is clear from vs.7.  Fornication of any kind is no doubt a defiling act, but her brothers were angry because someone from outside their tribe had taken her.  Later on, under the law, this idea of race mixing became forbidden for a Jew (Deut 7:1-4). 

-Jacob was not hasty in his spirit to be angry (Ecc 7:9).  Upon hearing the news that someone had gone in unto his daughter, instead of attacking him, he waits for his sons to get home so that they can band together and make a decision.  Had Jacob been in his own land around his own people and someone would have committed a similar act, Jacob might have reacted differently.  But because he was a stranger in a strange land, plus he was several out numbered, it was very wise to wait until he could get the support of his family on the issue.

34:6  ¶And Hamor the father of Shechem went out unto Jacob to commune with him. 

34:7  And the sons of Jacob came out of the field when they heard it: and the men were grieved, and they were very wroth, because he had wrought folly in Israel in lying with Jacob's daughter; which thing ought not to be done. 

34:8  And Hamor communed with them, saying, The soul of my son Shechem longeth for your daughter: I pray you give her him to wife. 

34:9  And make ye marriages with us, and give your daughters unto us, and take our daughters unto you. 

34:10  And ye shall dwell with us: and the land shall be before you; dwell and trade ye therein, and get you possessions therein. 

34:11  And Shechem said unto her father and unto her brethren, Let me find grace in your eyes, and what ye shall say unto me I will give. 

34:12  Ask me never so much dowry and gift, and I will give according as ye shall say unto me: but give me the damsel to wife. 

34:13  And the sons of Jacob answered Shechem and Hamor his father deceitfully, and said, because he had defiled Dinah their sister: 

34:14  And they said unto them, We cannot do this thing, to give our sister to one that is uncircumcised; for that were a reproach unto us: 

34:15  But in this will we consent unto you: If ye will be as we be, that every male of you be circumcised; 

34:16  Then will we give our daughters unto you, and we will take your daughters to us, and we will dwell with you, and we will become one people. 

34:17  But if ye will not hearken unto us, to be circumcised; then will we take our daughter, and we will be gone.

34:18  And their words pleased Hamor, and Shechem Hamor's son. 

34:19  And the young man deferred not to do the thing, because he had delight in Jacob's daughter: and he was more honourable than all the house of his father.

The proposition given to Jacob by Hamor, the father of Shechem, is an old scheme the devil tried to make happen many times in the Old Testament.  That scheme is race mixing (vs.9).  Here's why the devil tried to force the races to mix.  The devil knew from Genesis 3 that the Messiah (see notes on Gen 3:14-15) would be born and crush his head.  He tried everything he could in order to prevent this promise seed from coming into the world.  The sons of God fell in Genesis 6 and took the daughters of men.  That's race mixing.  Then again in Genesis 12, Abraham lies about Sarah being his sister and Pharaoh takes her into his house.  What a great opportunity to destroy the line of Christ.  But God protected Sarah the whole time and didn't allow the races to mix.  Then Abraham makes a mistake and takes Hagar in order to bring forth a child.  This time the races did mix and the Jews are still feeling the effects of that mistake today.  Here in Genesis 34, the devil is trying again to work his subtle plan of destroying the line by which Jesus would come.  If you mix Israel with any other nation, then salvation can't be of the Jews, because there wouldn't be any pure Jews!  A similar attempt was made in the book of Numbers when Balaam gave his wicked advice.  He knew that he couldn't curse Israel because they were already blessed by God.  Instead of cursing them directly, he advised Balak to make marriages with Israel and therefore God himself would have to punish Israel for mixing the races and taking on the customs of the heathen (Num 31:16, Rev 2:14).  My, my, my, what a crafty adversary we have!  Even today, the world says, "Everyone should get together; we should love another.  Down with segregation, up with ecumenicism; let's all ignore our differences and unite!"  God says, "Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord…" (2 Cor 6:17).  

-Shechem is so smitten in his heart (we would say "he's head over heels for the girl") for Dinah that he is willing to pay anything (vs.12).  The only requirement laid down by Jacob's sons is that the men of Shechem be circumcised.  The whole thing was just a plan by Jacob's boys so that these men wouldn’t be ready for the battle that would shortly take place.  Nevertheless, both Hamor and Shechem consent to the requirements given by Jacob's boys and get the small surgical procedure taken care of right away (vs.19).  

-The Bible says that Shechem was more honourable than all the house of his father at the end of vs.19.  Shechem knew that he had taken Dinah at a young age and that he didn't go through the proper channels to get her.  In such a situation, he needed to do whatever was necessary to make everything official.  If that meant paying money, then he was willing (vs.12).  If it entailed "going under the knife", then he was ready to do so; because he didn't want to appear disrespectful.  

34:20  ¶And Hamor and Shechem his son came unto the gate of their city, and communed with the men of their city, saying, 

34:21  These men are peaceable with us; therefore let them dwell in the land, and trade therein; for the land, behold, it is large enough for them; let us take their daughters to us for wives, and let us give them our daughters. 

34:22  Only herein will the men consent unto us for to dwell with us, to be one people, if every male among us be circumcised, as they are circumcised. 

34:23  Shall not their cattle and their substance and every beast of theirs be ours? only let us consent unto them, and they will dwell with us. 

34:24  And unto Hamor and unto Shechem his son hearkened all that went out of the gate of his city; and every male was circumcised, all that went out of the gate of his city. 

34:25  ¶And it came to pass on the third day, when they were sore, that two of the sons of Jacob, Simeon and Levi, Dinah's brethren, took each man his sword, and came upon the city boldly, and slew all the males. 

34:26  And they slew Hamor and Shechem his son with the edge of the sword, and took Dinah out of Shechem's house, and went out. 

34:27  The sons of Jacob came upon the slain, and spoiled the city, because they had defiled their sister. 

34:28  They took their sheep, and their oxen, and their asses, and that which was in the city, and that which was in the field, 

34:29  And all their wealth, and all their little ones, and their wives took they captive, and spoiled even all that was in the house. 

34:30  And Jacob said to Simeon and Levi, Ye have troubled me to make me to stink among the inhabitants of the land, among the Canaanites and the Perizzites: and I being few in number, they shall gather themselves together against me, and slay me; and I shall be destroyed, I and my house. 

34:31  And they said, Should he deal with our sister as with an harlot?

Hamor and Shechem had fallen for the deceitful plan of Jacob's son head first.  They fully believed that they were going to be allowed to make marriages with the people of Israel and therefore have access to all their riches.  They believed that lie so much that they went to all the men of their city and convinced them also to be circumcised (vss.20-24).

-Even a small surgical procedure such as circumcision requires a few days of "slow going" afterwards.  These men were still recovering after three days (vs.25).  Simeon and Levi saw this as their opportunity to revenge the conduct of Shechem.  Instead of the men of Shechem taking control of Israel's riches, the exact opposite happens.  Even though it was only Simeon and Levi who started this massacre, the rest of Jacob's sons get involved when it comes time to spoil the city (vs.27).  Jacob ends up with all their wealth, wives, children, and livestock (vss.28-29), but he's not too happy about it.  

Jacob rebukes Simeon and Levi for their rash display of anger and explains that now his testimony is ruined in that area (vs.30).  Here's Jacob trying to make a new start in a new place, and now his sons have ended up killing all the men and taking all their possessions.  That’s not what Jacob had in mind.  

-The only thing that Simeon and Levi have to say for themselves is that those heathen had no right to treat their sister in such a manner.  The question given to Jacob was, "Should he deal with our sister as with an harlot?" (vs.31)  Answer…no…of course not.  Now let's ask those two brothers a question.  For the mistake of one man, is it proper to kill hundreds if not thousands of men and take all their families and possessions?  The punishment inflicted upon the city of Shechem doesn't even come close to matching the crime!  Jacob never forgets this display of cruel wrath.  In Genesis 49:5-7, he fails to give them any kind of a blessing, but rather curses them for their anger and prophesies that they would be divided and scattered in Israel.  

GENESIS 35

Genesis 35:1  ¶And God said unto Jacob, Arise, go up to Bethel, and dwell there: and make there an altar unto God, that appeared unto thee when thou fleddest from the face of Esau thy brother. 

35:2  Then Jacob said unto his household, and to all that were with him, Put away the strange gods that are among you, and be clean, and change your garments: 

35:3  And let us arise, and go up to Bethel; and I will make there an altar unto God, who answered me in the day of my distress, and was with me in the way which I went. 

35:4  And they gave unto Jacob all the strange gods which were in their hand, and all their earrings which were in their ears; and Jacob hid them under the oak which was by Shechem. 

35:5  And they journeyed: and the terror of God was upon the cities that were round about them, and they did not pursue after the sons of Jacob.

Whenever you're in any kind of trouble, some of the best advice you can get is to go to Bethel.  Bethel means the house of God and it's the place where Jacob met with God in ch.32.  Notice though that he's not only supposed to go to Bethel, but he was told by God to dwell there (vs.1).  Too many people go to church whenever they're in trouble, but then when the trouble goes away, they also go away and don't come back to church!  

-Jacob carries God's instructions back to his household and they start packing.  Back in ch.31, Rachel stole her father's images and hid them in her camel's furniture.  Here in vs.2, it appears that the images were no longer a secret and that Jacob's entire household was involved with them.  Shame on Jacob!  Not only that, but Jacob also had to tell his household to clean up and change their clothes.  Why did it take Jacob this long to pay attention to these types of things?  Abraham was called the friend of God largely because the LORD knew that he would command his household properly and teach them the way of the LORD.  Evidently Jacob wasn't following in his grandfather's footsteps on that point.  

-The strange gods are handed over, along with all their earrings (vs.4).  Earrings in the Bible are used as a symbol of servitude (Ex 21:6, Deut 15:17).  Women of course use them as a decoration, which is also a Biblical usage of the jewelry (Gen 24:47, Prov 25:12).  However, whenever you see a man wearing an earring, either he is an effeminate man (homosexual) or he's somebody's slave (perhaps a slave to the opinion of his friends or society in general).

-The unseen hand of God is clearly seen in vs.5 as Jacob and his family travel towards Bethel.  Jacob was worried about being attacked by the inhabitants of the land (Gen 34:30).  Each time he passed through a city on the way to Bethel, I'm sure he carefully watched to see if anyone would make a move against him.  Each time he passed, the people would simply turn around and walk the other way without any kind of hostile act.  There's really no way of telling how many times this type of protection has been granted to a child of God.  After we arrive in heaven, then we'll be able to fully appreciate the mercy of God by recognizing for the first time just what might have happened if God wouldn't have protected us.  

35:6  ¶So Jacob came to Luz, which is in the land of Canaan, that is, Bethel, he and all the people that were with him. 

35:7  And he built there an altar, and called the place Elbethel: because there God appeared unto him, when he fled from the face of his brother. 

35:8  But Deborah Rebekah's nurse died, and she was buried beneath Bethel under an oak: and the name of it was called Allonbachuth. 

35:9  ¶And God appeared unto Jacob again, when he came out of Padanaram, and blessed him. 

35:10  And God said unto him, Thy name is Jacob: thy name shall not be called any more Jacob, but Israel shall be thy name: and he called his name Israel. 

35:11  And God said unto him, I am God Almighty: be fruitful and multiply; a nation and a company of nations shall be of thee, and kings shall come out of thy loins; 

35:12  And the land which I gave Abraham and Isaac, to thee I will give it, and to thy seed after thee will I give the land. 

35:13  And God went up from him in the place where he talked with him. 

35:14  And Jacob set up a pillar in the place where he talked with him, even a pillar of stone: and he poured a drink offering thereon, and he poured oil thereon. 

35:15  And Jacob called the name of the place where God spake with him, Bethel.

After building an altar in Bethel (vs.7), Jacob gives the place a special name.  Instead of just Bethel, now it is Elbethel, which means "the God of the house of God".  This same progression can be seen in many converts today.  After folks get saved, it's important that they establish a relationship with a good, Bible believing, local church.  However, in short time that person needs to develop their own personal relationship with the God of the house of God!  As Jacob has discovered here, and as Dr. Ruckman so aptly puts it, "The most important thing in a Christian’s life is their personal relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ."  

-Deborah (vs.8) is Rebekah's nurse, not Rachel's or Leah's.  This is the first time we're introduced to Rebekah.  Evidently, Rebekah has been traveling with Jacob ever since he left home way back in Genesis 28.  Allonbachuth means "the oak of weeping".

-In vs.10, Jacob's name change becomes official.  Notice the difference in the wording of the verse.  When Jacob first learned of his new name in Genesis 32:28, he was told that his name shall be Israel.  In contrast, the immediate past tense is used in vs.10, "…and he called his name Israel." 

-Verses 11-12 sounds pretty familiar.  I'm sure this whole conversation brought Jacob's mind back to the first time he met with God right after he left home in Genesis 28.  In Genesis 28:13-15, God gave Jacob some very similar promises and Jacob reacted much in the same way he did here in Genesis 35.  In both instances, Jacob made a pillar and anointed it.  However, in Genesis 28 Jacob was a confident young man who thought it best to keep his options open.  Instead of just believing what God said, he had to make some deals with the LORD.  When God first met with him and gave him these promises, Jacob's response was, "If God will be with me…"  Now, when God meets with him in a similar fashion, Jacob quietly erects the pillar, anoints it, pours out a drink offering, and then goes about his business without a doubt.  There's no more "ifs" in Jacob's mind.  Jacob has learned through experience that "Faithful is he that calleth you, who also will do it." (1 Thes 5:24).

35:16  ¶And they journeyed from Bethel; and there was but a little way to come to Ephrath: and Rachel travailed, and she had hard labour. 

35:17  And it came to pass, when she was in hard labour, that the midwife said unto her, Fear not; thou shalt have this son also. 

35:18  And it came to pass, as her soul was in departing, (for she died) that she called his name Benoni: but his father called him Benjamin. 

35:19  And Rachel died, and was buried in the way to Ephrath, which is Bethlehem. 

35:20  And Jacob set a pillar upon her grave: that is the pillar of Rachel's grave unto this day.

Here Jacob is faced with one of the hardest moments of his life.  The woman he loved and laboured over for fourteen years is now both producing and losing life at the same time.  Benjamin is born, but Rachel is lost.  Rachel's idea for her second born's name is Benoni, which means "the son of my sorrow", obviously connected to her present circumstance.  Jacob overrules Rachel's decision and calls the boy's name Benjamin, which means "the son of my right hand", thus signifying Benjamin's position with Jacob.  Jacob literally wanted to keep this boy close to him so that he wouldn't lose him.

-Verse 18 gives us some great insight as to what happens to a person when he or she dies.  The Bible says there that when Rachel died her soul was in departing.  Regardless of what any 7th Day Adventist or Jehovah Witness might say, the soul DOES NOT sleep in the grave after a person dies.  The soul leaves the body and goes to either a place of rest or a place of punishment.  

Every person who enters this world has three parts.  They have a spirit, a soul, and a body (1 Thes 5:23).  In both testaments, when a man died, his body went to the grave and his spirit went back to God (Ecc 3:21, 12:7).  You say, "What if he was lost?"  In both the Old and New Testaments, it doesn't make any difference if the man was saved or lost, their bodies and spirits go to the same place.  The difference comes in when dealing with the soul.  In either testament, if a man dies in a lost condition, then his soul goes to a literal hell that has fire in it (Deut 32:22, Lk 16:23-24).  In the Old Testament, if a man died in his righteousness (Eze 18:22), then that man went to a place called Abraham's bosom (Lk 16:22), otherwise known as paradise (Lk 23:43).  In the Old Testament, paradise was in the heart of the earth (Mt 12:40) and was a place of rest for these saints to wait until the Messiah came to lead captivity captive.  After Jesus ascended up on high (Eph 4:8-10), he moved paradise.  Now paradise is found in the third heaven (2 Cor 12:2-4).  In the New Testament, when a saved man dies, his soul also goes to paradise.  However, since paradise is now located in the third heaven, it is very appropriate to say that a saved man goes to heaven.  I know that a Jehovah Witness will want to argue that point, but that's only because he's ignorant and knoweth nothing.  He does err, not knowing the scripture, nor the power of God!

-The first recorded tombstone is found in vs.20.  

35:21  ¶And Israel journeyed, and spread his tent beyond the tower of Edar. 

35:22  And it came to pass, when Israel dwelt in that land, that Reuben went and lay with Bilhah his father's concubine: and Israel heard it. Now the sons of Jacob were twelve: 

35:23  The sons of Leah; Reuben, Jacob's firstborn, and Simeon, and Levi, and Judah, and Issachar, and Zebulun: 

35:24  The sons of Rachel; Joseph, and Benjamin: 

35:25  And the sons of Bilhah, Rachel's handmaid; Dan, and Naphtali: 

35:26  And the sons of Zilpah, Leah's handmaid; Gad, and Asher: these are the sons of Jacob, which were born to him in Padanaram. 

35:27  And Jacob came unto Isaac his father unto Mamre, unto the city of Arbah, which is Hebron, where Abraham and Isaac sojourned. 

35:28  And the days of Isaac were an hundred and fourscore years. 

35:29  And Isaac gave up the ghost, and died, and was gathered unto his people, being old and full of days: and his sons Esau and Jacob buried him.

-Israel now journeys to a place near the tower of Edar (vs.21).  This tower was supposedly located just to the southeast side of Bethlehem.  

-Reuben's foolish and hurtful lusts will be discussed in greater detail in ch.49 where more information about Reuben is given.

-From vs.23-26, we have a complete list of the twelve sons of Israel.  I've already made a list of these names in the notes on Genesis 30:14-24.  One interesting note is found in vs.26.  It says there that "these are the sons of Jacob, which were born to him in Padanaram."  There would be no problem with that statement if Benjamin's name wouldn't have appeared in the list.  All the other brothers were born to Jacob while he was staying in Laban's territory, Padanaram.  However, we just read a few verses earlier in this chapter that Benjamin was born on the way to Ephrath, which isn't even close to Padanaram!  Did Moses make an oversight here when he was writing?  Do we need to correct the Bible and write a new translation to cover up this mistake?  God forbid!  The problem is really very simple.  The Holy Spirit is giving us a list of Jacob's sons here.  Instead of taking the time to explain every little thing surrounding the birth of each child, He simply gives us the necessary details of which child was born to which mother.  The Holy Ghost was hoping that we would have enough common sense when reading the passage to not strain at a gnat and swallow a camel.  A similar occurrence is found in Genesis 46:23.  Moses writes there, "And the sons of Dan; Hushim."  How can you writes "sons" in the plural and then only list one name?  Simple.  The passage is simply a list of names, not a detailed analysis of each generation.  

-We don't know how long Jacob dwelt with Isaac before he died.  It could have been a time spanning nearly ten years, but probably no longer than that.  Having Esau come down for the funeral couldn't have been a comfortable scenario for Jacob.  The last time all three of them were together was when Jacob was cheating them. 

GENESIS 36

Genesis 36:1  ¶Now these are the generations of Esau, who is Edom. 

36:2  Esau took his wives of the daughters of Canaan; Adah the daughter of Elon the Hittite, and Aholibamah the daughter of Anah the daughter of Zibeon the Hivite; 

36:3  And Bashemath Ishmael's daughter, sister of Nebajoth. 

36:4  And Adah bare to Esau Eliphaz; and Bashemath bare Reuel; 

36:5  And Aholibamah bare Jeush, and Jaalam, and Korah: these are the sons of Esau, which were born unto him in the land of Canaan. 

36:6  And Esau took his wives, and his sons, and his daughters, and all the persons of his house, and his cattle, and all his beasts, and all his substance, which he had got in the land of Canaan; and went into the country from the face of his brother Jacob. 

36:7  For their riches were more than that they might dwell together; and the land wherein they were strangers could not bear them because of their cattle. 

36:8  Thus dwelt Esau in mount Seir: Esau is Edom. 

36:9  ¶And these are the generations of Esau the father of the Edomites in mount Seir: 

36:10  These are the names of Esau's sons; Eliphaz the son of Adah the wife of Esau, Reuel the son of Bashemath the wife of Esau. 

36:11  And the sons of Eliphaz were Teman, Omar, Zepho, and Gatam, and Kenaz. 

36:12  And Timna was concubine to Eliphaz Esau's son; and she bare to Eliphaz Amalek: these were the sons of Adah Esau's wife. 

36:13  And these are the sons of Reuel; Nahath, and Zerah, Shammah, and Mizzah: these were the sons of Bashemath Esau's wife. 

36:14  And these were the sons of Aholibamah, the daughter of Anah the daughter of Zibeon, Esau's wife: and she bare to Esau Jeush, and Jaalam, and Korah. 

36:15  These were dukes of the sons of Esau: the sons of Eliphaz the firstborn son of Esau; duke Teman, duke Omar, duke Zepho, duke Kenaz, 

36:16  Duke Korah, duke Gatam, and duke Amalek: these are the dukes that came of Eliphaz in the land of Edom; these were the sons of Adah. 

36:17  And these are the sons of Reuel Esau's son; duke Nahath, duke Zerah, duke Shammah, duke Mizzah: these are the dukes that came of Reuel in the land of Edom; these are the sons of Bashemath Esau's wife. 

36:18  And these are the sons of Aholibamah Esau's wife; duke Jeush, duke Jaalam, duke Korah: these were the dukes that came of Aholibamah the daughter of Anah, Esau's wife. 

36:19  These are the sons of Esau, who is Edom, and these are their dukes. 

36:20  ¶These are the sons of Seir the Horite, who inhabited the land; Lotan, and Shobal, and Zibeon, and Anah, 

36:21  And Dishon, and Ezer, and Dishan: these are the dukes of the Horites, the children of Seir in the land of Edom. 

36:22  And the children of Lotan were Hori and Hemam; and Lotan's sister was Timna. 

36:23  And the children of Shobal were these; Alvan, and Manahath, and Ebal, Shepho, and Onam. 

36:24  And these are the children of Zibeon; both Ajah, and Anah: this was that Anah that found the mules in the wilderness, as he fed the asses of Zibeon his father. 

36:25  And the children of Anah were these; Dishon, and Aholibamah the daughter of Anah.

36:26  And these are the children of Dishon; Hemdan, and Eshban, and Ithran, and Cheran. 

36:27  The children of Ezer are these; Bilhan, and Zaavan, and Akan. 

36:28  The children of Dishan are these; Uz, and Aran. 

36:29  These are the dukes that came of the Horites; duke Lotan, duke Shobal, duke Zibeon, duke Anah, 

36:30  Duke Dishon, duke Ezer, duke Dishan: these are the dukes that came of Hori, among their dukes in the land of Seir. 

36:31  ¶And these are the kings that reigned in the land of Edom, before there reigned any king over the children of Israel. 

36:32  And Bela the son of Beor reigned in Edom: and the name of his city was Dinhabah. 

36:33  And Bela died, and Jobab the son of Zerah of Bozrah reigned in his stead. 

36:34  And Jobab died, and Husham of the land of Temani reigned in his stead. 

36:35  And Husham died, and Hadad the son of Bedad, who smote Midian in the field of Moab, reigned in his stead: and the name of his city was Avith. 

36:36  And Hadad died, and Samlah of Masrekah reigned in his stead. 

36:37  And Samlah died, and Saul of Rehoboth by the river reigned in his stead. 

36:38  And Saul died, and Baalhanan the son of Achbor reigned in his stead. 

36:39  And Baalhanan the son of Achbor died, and Hadar reigned in his stead: and the name of his city was Pau; and his wife's name was Mehetabel, the daughter of Matred, the daughter of Mezahab. 

36:40  And these are the names of the dukes that came of Esau, according to their families, after their places, by their names; duke Timnah, duke Alvah, duke Jetheth, 

36:41  Duke Aholibamah, duke Elah, duke Pinon, 

36:42  Duke Kenaz, duke Teman, duke Mibzar, 

36:43  Duke Magdiel, duke Iram: these be the dukes of Edom, according to their habitations in the land of their possession: he is Esau the father of the Edomites.

This chapter requires very little explanation.  Esau's genelogies are mentioned here primarily because the land and the people of Edom would affect the history and future of the nation of Israel.  

-We do read that Esau is Edom, showing that he also received another name like Jacob his brother.  Jacob's new name was Israel, and a country eventually had the same name.  Esau's new name was Edom, and a country eventually had that name as well.  Edom means "red".  The name is most fitting for Esau since this was his color when he was born (Gen 25:25).  It's also the color of the lentils that he sold his birthright for (Gen 25:30).  One cannot help but compare the new names given to these two brothers.  Jacob's new name is Israel, which means "prince of God".  That indicates that at some point, Jacob's quality of life improved in some way in the sight of God.  Esau on the other hand is called Edom.  Edom represents the color Esau was when he was born…that means from the day Esau was born to the day he received this new name, there was never any change.  The same way Esau was when he sold his birthright for the red pottage is the same way he was when we find him in Genesis 35:29 burying his father.

-Some people try to wrongly accuse the Bible of having errors due to vss.2 and 24.  In vs.2, Anah is clearly a female ("…Anah the daughter of Zibeon the Hivite.").  In vs.24, Anah is clearly a male ("…this was that Anah that found the mules in the wilderness, as he fed the asses of Zibeon his father.").  The problem is very simple to sort out if one will notice the genelogies given in vs.2 and vs.20.  In vs.2, we're reading about Zibeon the Hivite.  In vs.20, we're told about people who come from Seir, who was a Horite.  It's clearly two different lines of people.  There is a conincidence in the chapter in that two fathers have the name Zibeon and their children both have the same name of Anah.  However, Zibeon the Hivite (vs.2) uses the name Anah for his daughter.  And Zibeon the Horite (vs.20) uses the name Anah for his son.  It is not a strange thing to see one name used for both genders.  In the Bible, the name Noah was used for a man (Gen 6:8) and also a woman (Num 27:1).  In today's world, the name Chris could be short for Christopher or Christina.  The name Pat could be short for Patrick or Patricia.  Therefore, the supposed problem here in Genesis 36 is simply explained by saying that there are two different people, one male and one female, that happen the have the same name.  

GENESIS 37

Genesis 37:1  ¶And Jacob dwelt in the land wherein his father was a stranger, in the land of Canaan. 

37:2  These are the generations of Jacob. Joseph, being seventeen years old, was feeding the flock with his brethren; and the lad was with the sons of Bilhah, and with the sons of Zilpah, his father's wives: and Joseph brought unto his father their evil report. 

37:3  Now Israel loved Joseph more than all his children, because he was the son of his old age: and he made him a coat of many colours. 

37:4  And when his brethren saw that their father loved him more than all his brethren, they hated him, and could not speak peaceably unto him.

From this point forward in the book of Genesis, we will be spending a lot of time talking about Joseph.  There's a great reason for that.  Joseph is the strongest type of Christ in the Bible.  There are 152 times that a similarity arises between Joseph and Jesus Christ.  In ch.37, there are 30 particular things mentioned about Joseph that illustrate the Lord Jesus in some way.  As we go through the verses, I will try to point out some of their similarities.

-Right away in vs.2 we see that Joseph was a shepherd in the land of Canaan, and that he's making manifest the evil deeds of his brethren.  We're not even two verses into the chapter, and already Joseph is picturing Christ.  The Lord Jesus is the great shepherd who ministered in the land of Canaan.  John 3:19-20 tells us that light came into the world, but it was hated because it manifested the evil deeds of men.  

-In vs.3, Jacob follows in the footsteps of his mother and loves one child more than the others.  I've already commented on the hazards of making such a mistake under Genesis 25:28.  

-The coat of many colours was a sign of royalty (2 Sam 13:18) and is given to Joseph as a special gift.  This, along with all the other extra attention Jacob gave to Joseph, caused the other sons of Israel to hate their brother.  Again, Joseph is a mirror image of Christ, in that although he was innocent, he was hated (vs.4).  Both were hated without a cause.  Some say, "Well, Joseph was snitch and a gossip.  He shouldn't have been telling everyone about his brothers!"  Joseph wasn't telling everyone about his brothers.  When he saw some mischief going on, he went to the proper authority and told that person alone.  In this case, the proper authority was their father (vs.2, "…and Joseph brought unto his father their evil report.").  Joseph wasn't gossiping.  Gossiping happens whenever someone starts telling a story (any story, true or false) to unnecessary people.  Joseph is not guilty of that.

37:5  ¶And Joseph dreamed a dream, and he told it his brethren: and they hated him yet the more. 

37:6  And he said unto them, Hear, I pray you, this dream which I have dreamed: 

37:7  For, behold, we were binding sheaves in the field, and, lo, my sheaf arose, and also stood upright; and, behold, your sheaves stood round about, and made obeisance to my sheaf. 

37:8  And his brethren said to him, Shalt thou indeed reign over us? or shalt thou indeed have dominion over us? And they hated him yet the more for his dreams, and for his words. 

37:9  And he dreamed yet another dream, and told it his brethren, and said, Behold, I have dreamed a dream more; and, behold, the sun and the moon and the eleven stars made obeisance to me. 

37:10  And he told it to his father, and to his brethren: and his father rebuked him, and said unto him, What is this dream that thou hast dreamed? Shall I and thy mother and thy brethren indeed come to bow down ourselves to thee to the earth? 

37:11  And his brethren envied him; but his father observed the saying.

Joseph's dreams get him in quite a bit of trouble with his brethren.  For any bystander just listening to these dreams, one would think Joseph to be quite full of himself.  They are true, Joseph is not making anything up…but you don't always have to say everything you know!!!  Sometimes the wisest thing to do is to keep your mouth shut.  You have to ask yourself, "What was Joseph's motive for telling everyone these dreams?  What was he trying to accomplish?"  God never told him to reveal these things to his family.  This is a fine example of how any type of Christ doesn't always measure up.  Yes, Joseph is a strong picture of Christ in many ways, however he is ONLY a type.  He's not the real thing.  Therefore, there will be places where we find that Joseph fails.  This is one of them.  I would assume that even though these things were true, there was an element of pride present when he told everyone about his dreams.

-Joseph's first dream about the sheaves doesn't appear to have much symbolism involved.  His second dream though is a perfect cross reference for Revelation 12:1.  Some people, namely the Pope, would have us believe that the woman in Revelation 12:1 is Mary.  What in the scriptures would cause someone to think that?  Why would anyone think that Mary is clothed with the sun and that she's standing on the moon with twelve stars hovering around her head?  The only way you could get such an interpretation from the verse is for a priest to teach it to you and then threaten you with death if you don't believe it! 

In vs.9, Joseph said that the sun, the moon, and eleven stars made obeisance (bowed down and gave honour) to him.  Jacob tells us what these things represent in his response in vs.10.  Jacob replied by saying, "Shall I and thy mother and thy brethren indeed come to bow down ourselves to thee to the earth?"  Jacob mentions the three groups, but this time without using the parable.  The sun is clearly Jacob.  The moon, which is always feminine in the Bible, represents Rachel, Joseph's mother.  And the eleven stars are obviously Joseph's brethren.  This is a great illustration of the nation of Israel.  These same details are given by John when he saw the woman of Revelation 12:1.  John mentions the sun, moon, and twelve stars (this time including Joseph in the group).  Clearly, by comparing scripture with scripture, the woman of Revelation 12:1 is the nation of Israel.  We don't arrive at that interpretation privately, but rather by allowing the Holy Spirit to show us what various things represent in the book that He wrote.  

-The brethren go right on hating and envying their brother, just like the Jews did to Christ (Mt 27:18).  Jacob realizes that although what Joseph is saying seems a bit proud, he also knows that Joseph is not the kind of person to just make these things up.  While Joseph's brethren quickly dismissed both of Joseph's dreams, Jacob keeps those things in the back of his mind.  He's been around long enough to know how God operates.  Jacob too has had God come to him in dreams and make some amazing statements (Gen 28:13-15).  So before dismissing Joseph's dream as lies, he's going to wait and see what the Lord will do.

37:12  ¶And his brethren went to feed their father's flock in Shechem. 

37:13  And Israel said unto Joseph, Do not thy brethren feed the flock in Shechem? come, and I will send thee unto them. And he said to him, Here am I. 

37:14  And he said to him, Go, I pray thee, see whether it be well with thy brethren, and well with the flocks; and bring me word again. So he sent him out of the vale of Hebron, and he came to Shechem. 

37:15  And a certain man found him, and, behold, he was wandering in the field: and the man asked him, saying, What seekest thou? 

37:16  And he said, I seek my brethren: tell me, I pray thee, where they feed their flocks. 

37:17  And the man said, They are departed hence; for I heard them say, Let us go to Dothan. And Joseph went after his brethren, and found them in Dothan. 

37:18  And when they saw him afar off, even before he came near unto them, they conspired against him to slay him. 

37:19  And they said one to another, Behold, this dreamer cometh. 

37:20  Come now therefore, and let us slay him, and cast him into some pit, and we will say, Some evil beast hath devoured him: and we shall see what will become of his dreams. 

37:21  And Reuben heard it, and he delivered him out of their hands; and said, Let us not kill him. 

37:22  And Reuben said unto them, Shed no blood, but cast him into this pit that is in the wilderness, and lay no hand upon him; that he might rid him out of their hands, to deliver him to his father again.

In this passage, Joseph pictures Christ a number of times.  Those pictures are as follows:

(vs.13) Joseph sent by his father… (John 20:21) Jesus sent by his Father.

(vs.14) Joseph was told to return to his father… (John 16:10) Jesus returned to his Father.

(vs.16) Joseph was seeking his lost brethren… (Luke 19:10) Jesus sought the lost.

(vs.18) Joseph's brethren conspire to kill him… (John 11:50) Jews conspired to kill Christ.

(vs.21) Reuben defended Joseph… (John 7:50-53) Nicodemus defended Christ.

-Although the history behind this passage is very plain and easy to understand, it illustrates very well what happened when Christ came to the earth searching for the lost sheep of the house of Israel.  Joseph was told by his father to go and seek for his brethren.  The plan failed when the brethren didn't receive their brother, but rather planned to kill him.  The Lord Jesus Christ was sent to this earth by his Father to seek and to save that which was lost.  The plan failed when he came unto his own, but his own received him not (John 1:11). 

-Reuben, as the first born, has the responsibility of looking after his little brother.  Even though he didn't like Joseph or his dreams, he knew that if anything were to happen to Joseph, he would receive the blame.  That's why Reuben makes the suggestion of just throwing Joseph alive into a pit.  As vs.22 explains, Reuben had plans of later pulling Joseph out of the pit and bringing him back to Jacob.

37:23  ¶And it came to pass, when Joseph was come unto his brethren, that they stript Joseph out of his coat, his coat of many colours that was on him; 

37:24  And they took him, and cast him into a pit: and the pit was empty, there was no water in it. 

37:25  And they sat down to eat bread: and they lifted up their eyes and looked, and, behold, a company of Ishmeelites came from Gilead with their camels bearing spicery and balm and myrrh, going to carry it down to Egypt. 

37;26  And Judah said unto his brethren, What profit is it if we slay our brother, and conceal his blood? 

37:27  Come, and let us sell him to the Ishmeelites, and let not our hand be upon him; for he is our brother and our flesh. And his brethren were content. 

37:28  Then there passed by Midianites merchantmen; and they drew and lifted up Joseph out of the pit, and sold Joseph to the Ishmeelites for twenty pieces of silver: and they brought Joseph into Egypt. 

Again, there are similarities found between Joseph and Jesus Christ:

(vs.23) Joseph is stript out of his coat… (Mt 27:28,35) Jesus' garments were taken.

(vs.24) The pit had no water in it… (Luke 16:24) No water in hell.

(vs.25) They sat down and lifted their eyes… (Mt 27:36) Spectators at the cross did the same.

(vs.27) They wanted someone else to harm Joseph… (John 18:31) Jews gave Christ to Pilate.

(vs.28) Joseph sold for 20 pieces of silver… (Mt 26:15) Jesus sold for 30 pieces of silver.

-Joseph is left to die in the pit while his brethren are eating and no doubt laughing about how Joseph's dreams will surely fail.  Upon seeing the Ishmeelites, they figured it was a great opportunity to make a little money off of the whole ordeal.  So, instead of letting Joseph die, they sell him into slavery.  A lot of people treat Jesus Christ the same way.  They couldn’t care less that Jesus suffered, died, and went to hell for them.  But when they have an opportunity to be profited in some way, they don't mind "pulling Christ out of the pit" and selling him.  They'll make some cheap profession in the presence of the necessary people so that they can get what they want.  However, if there's no opportunity for profit, then Joseph/Christ stays in the pit.  

-The Ishmeelites and the Midianites are the same group of people.  They are descendants of Ishmael; that makes their abode in the land of Midian.  

-Notice also in vs.28 that Joseph is sold for 20 pieces of silver, where Christ is sold for 30 pieces.  That illustrates that no one can, no matter how many similarities they share with Christ, can measure up to the One who died for us.

37:29  ¶And Reuben returned unto the pit; and, behold, Joseph was not in the pit; and he rent his clothes. 

37:30  And he returned unto his brethren, and said, The child is not; and I, whither shall I go?

37:31  And they took Joseph's coat, and killed a kid of the goats, and dipped the coat in the blood; 

37:32  And they sent the coat of many colours, and they brought it to their father; and said, This have we found: know now whether it be thy son's coat or no. 

37:33  And he knew it, and said, It is my son's coat; an evil beast hath devoured him; Joseph is without doubt rent in pieces. 

37:34  And Jacob rent his clothes, and put sackcloth upon his loins, and mourned for his son many days. 

37:35  And all his sons and all his daughters rose up to comfort him; but he refused to be comforted; and he said, For I will go down into the grave unto my son mourning. Thus his father wept for him. 

37:36  And the Midianites sold him into Egypt unto Potiphar, an officer of Pharaoh's, and captain of the guard.

More typology in the passage is as follows:

(vs.29) Joseph was not in the pit… (Mt 28:6) Jesus was not found in the tomb.

(vs.32) Brethren lied about Joseph's death… (Mt 28:15) Lied about Christ.

(vs.33) Joseph thought to be rent in pieces… (John 19:36) None of Christ's bones broken.

(vs.34) Jacob mourns for his son… (Mt 27:45) The Father mourns his Son's death.

(vs.36) Joseph sent into Egypt… (Mt 2:14) Christ went into Egypt.

-When Reuben doesn't find Joseph in the pit like he had planned, he worries and asks the question, "…and I, whither shall I go?"  Reuben knows that his reputation is ruined.  His father will never trust him again.  His brethren try to console him by creating a story about a wild beast devouring Joseph.  Did you notice what the brothers used?  They used the blood of goat.  In the Old Testament, the blood of bulls and of goats was used as sin offerings, but their blood could never take away sin (Heb 10:4).  The Bible says that there was a remembrance of those sins which were covered by the blood of animals (Heb 10:3).  These brethren are trying to cover their sin with the blood of a goat (vs.31).  That might cover the sin temporarily, but it did NOT take it away!  A few chapters later, we'll see that there was a remembrance of their sin!  

GENESIS 38
Genesis 38:1  ¶And it came to pass at that time, that Judah went down from his brethren, and turned in to a certain Adullamite, whose name was Hirah. 

38:2  And Judah saw there a daughter of a certain Canaanite, whose name was Shuah; and he took her, and went in unto her. 

38:3  And she conceived, and bare a son; and he called his name Er. 

38:4  And she conceived again, and bare a son; and she called his name Onan. 

38:5  And she yet again conceived, and bare a son; and called his name Shelah: and he was at Chezib, when she bare him. 

38:6  And Judah took a wife for Er his firstborn, whose name was Tamar. 

38:7  And Er, Judah's firstborn, was wicked in the sight of the LORD; and the LORD slew him. 

38:8  And Judah said unto Onan, Go in unto thy brother's wife, and marry her, and raise up seed to thy brother. 

38:9  And Onan knew that the seed should not be his; and it came to pass, when he went in unto his brother's wife, that he spilled it on the ground, lest that he should give seed to his brother. 

38:10  And the thing which he did displeased the LORD: wherefore he slew him also. 

38:11  Then said Judah to Tamar his daughter in law, Remain a widow at thy father's house, till Shelah my son be grown: for he said, Lest peradventure he die also, as his brethren did. And Tamar went and dwelt in her father's house.

For one chapter, the Holy Spirit directs our attention to Judah instead of Joseph.  These two brothers get special attention that the other brethren do not.  Even in 1 Chronicles 5:2, we see that Judah and Joseph obtain a higher position than their brethren.  The Bible says there, "For Judah prevailed above his brethren, and of him came the chief ruler; but the birthright was Joseph's."  We'll have a more detailed look at both of these brothers in ch.49.

-After Joseph has been sold into slavery, Judah takes a trip and sees his friend Hirah the Adullamite.  Adullam is located southwest of Bethlehem.  While visiting with Hirah, Judah meets the daughter of Shuah the Canaanite.  Just a few chapters back in ch.34, the brethren of Dinah were quite angry that an outsider had taken their sister.  Now, Judah doesn't seem bothered by the fact that this girl is an "outlandish" woman.  He wasted no time in starting a family with this woman (vss.2-5).  

-We're not told anywhere in the scripture what Er did that made him wicked in the sight of the LORD.  What we do know is that he wasn't alive long enough to have a child with his new-found wife, Tamar.  After Er's sudden death (vs.7), Judah orders Onan to raise up seed to his brother.  Although there was no written law at this time, this order is in line with Deuteronomy 25:5.  The firstborn son would take the name of Er so that his name would continue (Deut 25:6).  That is what it means to "raise up seed to thy brother".  You actually give your seed for your brother's cause.  

-Onan, without the benefit of the written law, goes against his father's command and spills his seed on the ground.  He knows that the seed should not be his (vs.9).  In other words, he knows that after impregnating this woman, the child would not be linked to him, but rather his brother Er would be credited with the child.  Onan doesn't like that idea and figures there's no reason to help or honour his dead brother.  The big question is, if Onan didn't think it was right to raise up seed to his brother, why did he sleep with Tamar?  Why go in unto her at all if you have no plans of raising up seed?  A bit of a hypocrisy and selfishness going on there, wouldn't you say?

-Vss.9-10 have been used by many religious leaders for centuries to prove that masturbation is a sin.  People have referred to the passage so much, that masturbation is also called "Onanism" by some people.  I'm not defending masturbation by saying this, but there's nothing in the passage here that even hints towards masturbation.  Onan spilled his seed on the ground after engaging in intercourse with Tamar.  Of course, the argument is made that during masturbation, seed is also spilled on the ground and therefore it's wrong.  Comparing scripture with scripture (Deut 25:7-10), the thing that Onan did that was wrong in the sight of the LORD was that he failed to raise up seed to his brother.  If someone tries to link this passage to masturbation, they have to stretch it to do so.  

The act of masturbation is not mentioned in the scripture and therefore causes a lot of questions to be asked about the subject with unfortunately very few answers.  Whenever I'm asked about the topic, my response is a bit simplistic.  If you're going to do that, then you're probably going to have some strange thoughts going through your mind.  Have you ever read Matthew 5:28?  It's those thoughts that get you into trouble.  Never mind the physical act of masturbation.  Before you even get that far, you've already sinned by thinking of things you shouldn't be thinking of!  Then the question comes up, "What if I'm married and I'm thinking about my wife?"  Have you ever read 1 Corinthians 7:4-5?  The husband and the wife do not have power over their own bodies!  By doing something by yourself instead of taking time with your spouse, you're defrauding or cheating him or her.  Having said all that, let me also mention that Hebrews 13:4 tells us that the marriage is honourable in all and the bed undefiled.  What happens in your marriage bed is between you, your spouse, and God.  If you're not violating any scripture or your conscience, then render to each other "due benevolence" (1 Cor 7:3).  

-Tamar is left now as a widow twice over and waiting for Shelah to grow up (vs.11).

38:12  ¶And in process of time the daughter of Shuah Judah's wife died; and Judah was comforted, and went up unto his sheepshearers to Timnath, he and his friend Hirah the Adullamite. 

38:13  And it was told Tamar, saying, Behold thy father in law goeth up to Timnath to shear his sheep. 

38:14  And she put her widow's garments off from her, and covered her with a vail, and wrapped herself, and sat in an open place, which is by the way to Timnath; for she saw that Shelah was grown, and she was not given unto him to wife. 

38:15  When Judah saw her, he thought her to be an harlot; because she had covered her face. 

38:16  And he turned unto her by the way, and said, Go to, I pray thee, let me come in unto thee; (for he knew not that she was his daughter in law.) And she said, What wilt thou give me, that thou mayest come in unto me? 

38:17  And he said, I will send thee a kid from the flock. And she said, Wilt thou give me a pledge, till thou send it? 

38:18  And he said, What pledge shall I give thee? And she said, Thy signet, and thy bracelets, and thy staff that is in thine hand. And he gave it her, and came in unto her, and she conceived by him. 

38:19  And she arose, and went away, and laid by her vail from her, and put on the garments of her widowhood. 

38:20  And Judah sent the kid by the hand of his friend the Adullamite, to receive his pledge from the woman's hand: but he found her not. 

38:21  Then he asked the men of that place, saying, Where is the harlot, that was openly by the way side? And they said, There was no harlot in this place. 

38:22  And he returned to Judah, and said, I cannot find her; and also the men of the place said, that there was no harlot in this place. 

38:23  And Judah said, Let her take it to her, lest we be shamed: behold, I sent this kid, and thou hast not found her. 

38:24  ¶And it came to pass about three months after, that it was told Judah, saying, Tamar thy daughter in law hath played the harlot; and also, behold, she is with child by whoredom. And Judah said, Bring her forth, and let her be burnt. 

38:25  When she was brought forth, she sent to her father in law, saying, By the man, whose these are, am I with child: and she said, Discern, I pray thee, whose are these, the signet, and bracelets, and staff. 

38:26  And Judah acknowledged them, and said, She hath been more righteous than I; because that I gave her not to Shelah my son. And he knew her again no more.

Much time has been now, a number of years, and Judah has just suffered the loss of his wife.  With the years passing and the death in the family, Judah has forgotten about his daughter-in-law, Tamar.  Shelah is grown and should have taken Tamar as his wife.  Instead of giving Judah a simple reminder, Tamar decides to take matters into her own hands.  She's determined to get a child, even if it means lying and acting like a harlot to do so.  

-In vs.15, Judah mistakes Tamar for a harlot.  The thing that made him think that was the covering upon her face.  This doesn't help the Islamic tradition of face covering much.  They say that their women cover their faces out of humility.  According to the Holy Scriptures, that's a sign that the woman is a harlot.  In my opinion, if you're covering your face, that means either you're extremely ugly or you have something to hide!  In all fairness, let me also say that there are other ways to cover your face.  A lot of woman cover their face each and every day with so much make up that you can't recognize them after they're done putting it on.  They completely change the way they look.  Why do they do that?  They want to appear differently than they really are.  Let me say that I'm not against make up, but when a woman looks like she put it on with a paint brush, there's something wrong (see Jer 4:30 and 1 Tim 2:9)!

-Judah might have been an honest man, but he wasn't the most upright of guys.  You may not like to consider this, but the product of Judah going into what he thought was a harlot (vss.16-18) is the great, great, great, great, great…grandfather of Jesus Christ (Gen 38:29-30 w/ Mt 1:3), Pharez.  Judah was a fornicator.  There's no other way to say it!  The question could then be asked, "Why would God use of fornicator to bring the Saviour into the world?"  Let me ask you a question.  Has God ever brought forth fruit in your life?  Have you ever led a soul to the Saviour?  Now, why would God use someone like you?  

-Notice in vs.23, Judah thought it would be more of a shame to not pay his bill than to commit fornication with a harlot! 

-Watch the hypocrisy in vs.24.  Judah is informed that Tamar has played the harlot.  His immediate response is that she should be killed for her crime.  But wait a minute!  Judah was guilty of committing the exact same crime.  Talk about casting the first stone…Judah is pulling the mote out of Tamar's eyes while carrying a beam in his own!  

-In the end, Judah's guilt is exposed and he accepts his fault (vss.25-26).  This is what sets Judah apart from so many other men.  Instead of arguing or making excuses, he admits the truth, that Tamar is more righteous than he is.  The same thing needs to happen for someone to get saved.  They have to humble themselves and admit that they're not righteous.

-Tamar gives birth to twins.  Pharez (breach) is named for the very first thing he did in this world, and that was make a breach when coming out of the womb.  Technically, his brother Zarah (splendor) was the first one to make his way into the world.  A scarlet thread was tied around his wrist for identification purposes.  Because these boys were twins, it would be next to impossible to tell them apart without the thread.  Pharez, however, makes his way past Zarah at the last moment and thus becomes the firstborn.  

GENESIS 39

Genesis 39:1  ¶And Joseph was brought down to Egypt; and Potiphar, an officer of Pharaoh, captain of the guard, an Egyptian, bought him of the hands of the Ishmeelites, which had brought him down thither. 

39:2  And the LORD was with Joseph, and he was a prosperous man; and he was in the house of his master the Egyptian. 

39:3  And his master saw that the LORD was with him, and that the LORD made all that he did to prosper in his hand. 

39:4  And Joseph found grace in his sight, and he served him: and he made him overseer over his house, and all that he had he put into his hand. 

39:5  And it came to pass from the time that he had made him overseer in his house, and over all that he had, that the LORD blessed the Egyptian's house for Joseph's sake; and the blessing of the LORD was upon all that he had in the house, and in the field. 

39:6  And he left all that he had in Joseph's hand; and he knew not ought he had, save the bread which he did eat. And Joseph was a goodly person, and well favoured.

The focus again turns to Joseph and will stay on him for the remainder of the book.  In vs.1, we're told that Joseph was brought down into Egypt.  In the scriptures the only way to get to Egypt is to go down.  Any time the word up is associated with Egypt is when someone is coming up out of Egypt.  Why is it like that?  Because Egypt is a type of the world in the Bible and anytime someone goes out into the world, he goes down in every way.

-Joseph pictures Christ in several ways in the passage printed above.  Some of those pictures are:

(vs.1) Joseph brought to Egypt… (Mt 2:14) Christ was brought into Egypt.

(vs.2) The LORD was with Joseph… (Jn 16:32) The Father was with Christ.

(vs.3) Joseph was a prosperous man… (Mk 7:37) Jesus did all things well.

(vs.4) Joseph found grace… (Jn 1:14) Jesus was full of grace.

(vs.5) Egyptian blessed for Joseph's sake… (Eph 4:32) We're blessed for Christ's sake.

(vs.6) Joseph was a good person and well favored… (Lk 2:52) Jesus favored by God and man.

-Even in the midst of troubles, Joseph is prospering and the blessing of his God is upon him.  Joseph was in a position where everything he touched "turned to gold" as some people say.  His master, Potiphar, picks up on this and makes Joseph the overseer over his house.  This shows that Joseph was more than just lucky, he was diligent and responsible.  Some of the time, when something goes right for another person, we say that he's just "lucky".  However, we might be failing to recognize the hard work that, that person put into the job he's doing and thereby causing that good thing to happen.  Yes, Joseph was blessed by God, but at the same time, he was not just lying around letting God do all the work.  He was faithful and his master knew that he could be trusted.

39:7  ¶And it came to pass after these things, that his master's wife cast her eyes upon Joseph; and she said, Lie with me. 

39:8  But he refused, and said unto his master's wife, Behold, my master wotteth not what is with me in the house, and he hath committed all that he hath to my hand; 

39:9  There is none greater in this house than I; neither hath he kept back any thing from me but thee, because thou art his wife: how then can I do this great wickedness, and sin against God? 

39:10  And it came to pass, as she spake to Joseph day by day, that he hearkened not unto her, to lie by her, or to be with her. 

39:11  And it came to pass about this time, that Joseph went into the house to do his business; and there was none of the men of the house there within. 

39:12  And she caught him by his garment, saying, Lie with me: and he left his garment in her hand, and fled, and got him out. 

39:13  And it came to pass, when she saw that he had left his garment in her hand, and was fled forth, 

39:14  That she called unto the men of her house, and spake unto them, saying, See, he hath brought in an Hebrew unto us to mock us; he came in unto me to lie with me, and I cried with a loud voice: 

39:15  And it came to pass, when he heard that I lifted up my voice and cried, that he left his garment with me, and fled, and got him out. 

39:16  And she laid up his garment by her, until his lord came home. 

39:17  And she spake unto him according to these words, saying, The Hebrew servant, which thou hast brought unto us, came in unto me to mock me: 

39:18  And it came to pass, as I lifted up my voice and cried, that he left his garment with me, and fled out. 

39:19  And it came to pass, when his master heard the words of his wife, which she spake unto him, saying, After this manner did thy servant to me; that his wrath was kindled. 

39:20  And Joseph's master took him, and put him into the prison, a place where the king's prisoners were bound: and he was there in the prison.

Here are the similarities between Joseph and Jesus in the passage:

(vs.9) None greater than Joseph in the house… (Heb 3:6) Christ over his own house.

(vs.14) Lied about Joseph's conduct… (Lk 23:1-5) Lied about Christ's conduct.

(vs.20) Joseph, while innocent, is in prison… (Acts 2:31) Christ, while innocent, went to hell.

-From this passage comes one of the greatest illustrations of 1 Corinthians 6:18, "Flee fornication."  Notice in vs.7 that before Potiphar's wife made a move on Joseph, she first "cast her eyes" upon him.  That's where the trouble starts with most sin, but especially fornication.  Jesus warned his disciples in Matthew 5:28, "That whosoever looketh on a woman to lust after her hath committed adultery with her already in his heart."  Job knows how important it is to protect your eyes when dealing with this matter of fornication.  That's why he said in Job 31:1, "I made a covenant with mine eyes; why then should I think upon a maid?"  Job realized that by protecting his eyes, he'd also be protecting his mind at the same time.  This problem of looking at someone of the opposite gender usually happens with men.  That's why Jesus worded Matthew 5:28 the way he did.  When God gave the Ten Commandments, he never said, "…thou shalt not covet thy neighbour's husband."  Instead God said, "…thou shalt not covet thy neighbour's wife." (Ex 20:17)  Is God being unfair by not addressing the women who covet after men?  No, not all.  Rather, God knows who this problem is usually found with…it's men!  However, here in vs.7, we find that instead of the man being the guilty party, it's the woman.  She can't keep her eyes off of Joseph, and that leads to her not being able to keep her hands off of him either!

-Joseph stiffly refuses her offer and sites two reasons for not joining in with her adulterous plans.  First of all, his master trusts him and he doesn't want to ruin that relationship.  But more importantly, at the end of vs.9, Joseph realizes that the great wickedness of adultery is a sin against God.  So because Joseph fears the LORD, he wisely turns down the woman's idea. 

-Joseph is also a good example of how any servant should treat his master.  Joseph isn't simply giving Potiphar "eye service" (Col 3:22), but rather he's doing all things as if his master was right there watching. 

-In vs.10, there are two important things that Joseph did…or maybe I should say that he didn't do.  It says in vs.10 that "…he hearkened not unto her, to lie by her, or to be with her." True, Joseph didn't sleep with her.  But he also did not take any time in her presence either.  Too many men think that there's nothing wrong with a small meeting or a little conversation here and there with a strange woman.  Men who engage in such actions are void of wisdom!  Don't you know where those little meetings lead?  One thing leads to another, and before you know it, you're finished talking and your lusts take over.  Potiphar's wife was a persistent woman.  Each time she'd say, "Joseph, lie with me."  He'd say, "I already told you, I'm a God fearing man and I can't do that to God or to my master, your husband."  She'd reply, "Well then, if you don't want to lie with me, what about a harmless little meal.  Let's have dinner together.  My husband won't be home for a few hours and we'll just sit and talk while we eat."  That's sounds safe doesn't it?  But in the words of Solomon, "Her house is the way to hell, going down to the chambers of death." (Prov 7:27)

-After making so many wise decisions, Joseph makes a mistake in vs.11.  He went to work that day, just like every other day, but when he noticed that there were no other people in the house, he should have gotten out of there as fast as he could.  You never want to be stuck in any place alone with a person who can't control their lusts.  This is good advice for anyone who is witnessing door-to-door.  If you knock on the door and a woman answers, don't enter the house if she's the only one in there.  You don't know what she might try or what kind of story she might make up.  Joseph did the only thing he could do, and that was to run away (vs.12).  He fled fornication…good for him.  However, who was his witness?  He didn't have any!  Now it's his word against the wife of Potiphar.  That's a position you don't want to be stuck in.  The law today will react in a very similar way to Potiphar; that is, it will take the side of the woman (vs.19).  

Joseph runs away and the woman lies about an attempted rape (vss.14-18).  The next thing you know, an innocent man is in prison (vs.20).  Any man who wants to enter the ministry should take careful note of this and be wise as a serpent and harmless as a dove while he's ministering door-to-door.   

39:21  ¶But the LORD was with Joseph, and shewed him mercy, and gave him favour in the sight of the keeper of the prison. 

39:22  And the keeper of the prison committed to Joseph's hand all the prisoners that were in the prison; and whatsoever they did there, he was the doer of it. 

39:23  The keeper of the prison looked not to any thing that was under his hand; because the LORD was with him, and that which he did, the LORD made it to prosper.

This is becoming standard operating procedure for Joseph.  Just when it seemed like life was looking pretty good, he gets the "wind knocked out of him" and he falls into worse problems than he dealt with before in chapter 37.  Nevertheless, the hand of God is still upon him and he is still able to see God working in his life.  The Bible gives us a commentary on Joseph's situation in the book of Psalms.  In Psalm 105:17-19, the Bible says, "He sent a man before them, even Joseph, who was sold for a servant: whose feet they hurt with fetters: he was laid in iron: until the time that his word came: the word of the LORD tried him."  According to Joseph's dreams, he was supposed to be respected as a leader.  But here he is stuck in a prison cell.  Instead of just giving up and saying, "Well, that must not have been the LORD speaking to me.  I'm just going to give up.", Joseph endured this trial of his faith.  He evidently was aware of Romans 8:28; that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to God's purpose.  The word of the LORD tried him.  God wanted to see if Joseph would believe the promises and trust the LORD for deliverance regardless of his circumstances.  This is something every child of God will go through at some point in his or her life.  Your testing may not be of the same magnitude as someone like Joseph, but make no mistake, it will come (1 Pet 1:6-7).  

GENESIS 40

Genesis 40:1  ¶And it came to pass after these things, that the butler of the king of Egypt and his baker had offended their lord the king of Egypt. 

40:2  And Pharaoh was wroth against two of his officers, against the chief of the butlers, and against the chief of the bakers. 

40:3  And he put them in ward in the house of the captain of the guard, into the prison, the place where Joseph was bound. 

40:4  And the captain of the guard charged Joseph with them, and he served them: and they continued a season in ward.
Now we're introduced to two of Pharaoh's officers, the butler and the baker.  We're not told exactly what happened and why the chief of the butlers and the bakers were thrown into prison.  Nevertheless, there they are.  The picture we have here again illustrates a segment of the life of Jesus Christ.  The Lord Jesus was arrested on false pretences and taken into custody.  Even though there was no fault found in Christ, he was punished anyway by the governor of the land, Pontius Pilate.  In the end, Jesus Christ was crucified with two thieves hanging next to him, one on his right hand and the other on his left.  One of the thieves was eventually forgiven and allowed to enter into paradise.  The other is still suffering the pains of eternal damnation.  As the story unfolds here in Genesis 40, you'll see a similar situation.  Joseph, an innocent man being punished in prison, is now surrounded by two offenders.  In the end, one of the men (the butler) will be delivered.  The other however received the most severe punishment of the law, which is death.  

40:5  ¶And they dreamed a dream both of them, each man his dream in one night, each man according to the interpretation of his dream, the butler and the baker of the king of Egypt, which were bound in the prison. 

40:6  And Joseph came in unto them in the morning, and looked upon them, and, behold, they were sad. 

40:7  And he asked Pharaoh's officers that were with him in the ward of his lord's house, saying, Wherefore look ye so sadly to day? 

40:8  And they said unto him, We have dreamed a dream, and there is no interpreter of it. And Joseph said unto them, Do not interpretations belong to God? tell me them, I pray you. 

40:9  And the chief butler told his dream to Joseph, and said to him, In my dream, behold, a vine was before me; 

40:10  And in the vine were three branches: and it was as though it budded, and her blossoms shot forth; and the clusters thereof brought forth ripe grapes: 

40:11  And Pharaoh's cup was in my hand: and I took the grapes, and pressed them into Pharaoh's cup, and I gave the cup into Pharaoh's hand. 

40:12  And Joseph said unto him, This is the interpretation of it: The three branches are three days: 

40:13  Yet within three days shall Pharaoh lift up thine head, and restore thee unto thy place: and thou shalt deliver Pharaoh's cup into his hand, after the former manner when thou wast his butler. 

40:14  But think on me when it shall be well with thee, and shew kindness, I pray thee, unto me, and make mention of me unto Pharaoh, and bring me out of this house: 

40:15  For indeed I was stolen away out of the land of the Hebrews: and here also have I done nothing that they should put me into the dungeon. 

40:16  When the chief baker saw that the interpretation was good, he said unto Joseph, I also was in my dream, and, behold, I had three white baskets on my head: 

40:17  And in the uppermost basket there was of all manner of bakemeats for Pharaoh; and the birds did eat them out of the basket upon my head. 

40:18  And Joseph answered and said, This is the interpretation thereof: The three baskets are three days: 

40:19  Yet within three days shall Pharaoh lift up thy head from off thee, and shall hang thee on a tree; and the birds shall eat thy flesh from off thee.

40:20  ¶And it came to pass the third day, which was Pharaoh's birthday, that he made a feast unto all his servants: and he lifted up the head of the chief butler and of the chief baker among his servants. 

40:21  And he restored the chief butler unto his butlership again; and he gave the cup into Pharaoh's hand: 

40:22  But he hanged the chief baker: as Joseph had interpreted to them. 

40:23  Yet did not the chief butler remember Joseph, but forgat him.

After the butler and the baker have their prophetic dreams on the same night, Joseph observes that they both appear a bit bothered (vs.7).  The question which Joseph asked them in vs. 7 is reminiscent of the one which Jesus asked the two on the road to Emmaus (Lk 24:17).  They tell Joseph that they're discouraged because there's no one that can interpret their dreams.  Joseph's reply is extremely noteworthy.  Joseph told them that interpretations belong to God!  That might seem obvious to you if you're a Bible believing Christian, but I remember a time when that fact was not so clear to me.  Before I got saved, I was a Catholic.  I remember my priest telling me that I wasn't allowed to read the Bible without a priest present because he is the only one that can interpret the scriptures correctly!  Thank God someone found me and showed me from the Bible that I don't need a priest to interpret anything.  "Knowing this first, that no prophecy of the scripture is of any private interpretation." (2 Pet 1:20)  The first thing that I needed to know was that I didn't need any man to tell me what God really meant when he wrote the Bible.  God said what he meant and meant what he said…Amen! Amen!  Joseph is telling these two men that he himself as a man can't help.  But if they will tell him what the dreams were, then he could beseech God and then get the interpretation of the thing.  When you find a man that will rely on the clear revelation of God as his final authority, then you know you're going to get a straight answer.  For Joseph, that revelation came through God speaking directly to him.  However, praise the Lord, today we have a more sure word of prophecy (2 Pet 1:19).  It's even more sure than God speaking from heaven (2 Pet 1:18).  That sure word is the King James Bible, the Holy Scriptures. 

-The dreams and their interpretations are explained completely in the passage itself.  In the butler's dream, he gives something to Pharaoh.  In the baker's dream, what he was supposed to give to Pharaoh was eaten by the birds.  Joseph throws in his own plea after expounding the dream to the butler.  He has only one simple request, and that is that he be remembered.  The exact words he used were, "…think on me when it shall be well with thee…"  As it says in vs.23, the butler forgot him.  Many Christians do the same thing to Jesus Christ.  They cry out to him for salvation and the Lord enters into their soul.  Now there's just one request from Jesus Christ.  There's something he wants you to do each and every day for the rest of your life.  That is "think on him".  Do you meditate about the Lord Jesus Christ every day?  Or are you like the butler and forget the one that helped you when you were lost, without hope and without God?

