
GENESIS 41

Genesis 41:1  ¶And it came to pass at the end of two full years, that Pharaoh dreamed: and, behold, he stood by the river. 

41:2  And, behold, there came up out of the river seven well favoured kine and fatfleshed; and they fed in a meadow. 

41:3  And, behold, seven other kine came up after them out of the river, ill favoured and leanfleshed; and stood by the other kine upon the brink of the river. 

41:4  And the ill favoured and leanfleshed kine did eat up the seven well favoured and fat kine. So Pharaoh awoke. 

41:5  And he slept and dreamed the second time: and, behold, seven ears of corn came up upon one stalk, rank and good. 

41:6  And, behold, seven thin ears and blasted with the east wind sprung up after them. 

41:7  And the seven thin ears devoured the seven rank and full ears. And Pharaoh awoke, and, behold, it was a dream. 

41:8  And it came to pass in the morning that his spirit was troubled; and he sent and called for all the magicians of Egypt, and all the wise men thereof: and Pharaoh told them his dream; but there was none that could interpret them unto Pharaoh.

Two years have gone by (vs.1) and Joseph is still stuck in prison.  While Joseph is patiently waiting for the Lord to do something, the butler is busy serving his master, Pharaoh, without a thought in his head of Joseph's situation. 

The Lord gives Pharaoh two dreams that stump everyone (vs.8).  Similar to Nebuchadnezzar in Daniel 2, Pharaoh called for all the wise men and magicians of Egypt.  Notice that the scholarly crowd couldn't help.  Pharaoh didn't need the scholarly and educated bunch, he needed someone who was familiar with the LORD God of heaven (see also Dan 2:27-28).  Many a person has had a question that bothered them.  They wander around for years in their ignorance because they don't know where to go to find the answer.  They ask their professor, their teacher, doctors, priests, and pastors who have a degree from some large seminary.  However, none of them, with all their education, can help (Ps 62:9).  What that person needs is someone who believes God's words and is willing to tell the truth no matter what!  

41:9  ¶Then spake the chief butler unto Pharaoh, saying, I do remember my faults this day: 

41:10  Pharaoh was wroth with his servants, and put me in ward in the captain of the guard's house, both me and the chief baker: 

41:11  And we dreamed a dream in one night, I and he; we dreamed each man according to the interpretation of his dream. 

41:12  And there was there with us a young man, an Hebrew, servant to the captain of the guard; and we told him, and he interpreted to us our dreams; to each man according to his dream he did interpret. 

41:13  And it came to pass, as he interpreted to us, so it was; me he restored unto mine office, and him he hanged. 

41:14  ¶Then Pharaoh sent and called Joseph, and they brought him hastily out of the dungeon: and he shaved himself, and changed his raiment, and came in unto Pharaoh. 

41:15  And Pharaoh said unto Joseph, I have dreamed a dream, and there is none that can interpret it: and I have heard say of thee, that thou canst understand a dream to interpret it. 

41:16  And Joseph answered Pharaoh, saying, It is not in me: God shall give Pharaoh an answer of peace. 

41:17  And Pharaoh said unto Joseph, In my dream, behold, I stood upon the bank of the river: 

41:18  And, behold, there came up out of the river seven kine, fatfleshed and well favoured; and they fed in a meadow: 

41:19  And, behold, seven other kine came up after them, poor and very ill favoured and leanfleshed, such as I never saw in all the land of Egypt for badness: 

41:20  And the lean and the ill favoured kine did eat up the first seven fat kine: 

41:21  And when they had eaten them up, it could not be known that they had eaten them; but they were still ill favoured, as at the beginning. So I awoke. 

41:22  And I saw in my dream, and, behold, seven ears came up in one stalk, full and good: 

41:23  And, behold, seven ears, withered, thin, and blasted with the east wind, sprung up after them: 

41:24  And the thin ears devoured the seven good ears: and I told this unto the magicians; but there was none that could declare it to me.

Finally in vs.9, the chief butler's memory has been awakened due to Pharaoh's dreams.  It took him two years before he ever thought about the one who helped and encouraged him while he was down in the prison.  When is the last time you considered what Jesus Christ has done for you?

-After hearing about Joseph's ability to interpret dreams (vss.10-13), Pharaoh immediately calls for Joseph.  He's allowed to get a shower and shave, and makes himself presentable for the king of Egypt.  Upon entering, Pharaoh commends his ability to interpret dreams, but years of unjust punishment have humbled Joseph.  He's very careful not to take on more than he's worthy of.  Without hesitation, Joseph corrects the king (vs.16).  Imagine that!  Here's a man who's been in prison no less than two years.  He's just been let out and without any fear of going back to prison…he corrects the king of Egypt.  That's a sign of a man who truly believes what he's saying.  Some people will give God the praise, but only in a church building with an audience of saved people listening.  Would you give the same answer in front of a bunch of people who don't believe in God or his word?

Joseph told Pharaoh, "It is not in me: God shall give Pharaoh an answer of peace." (vs.16); that is the talk of an honest man.  Before I got saved, the Catholic priest told me that I couldn't understand the Bible without the help of a priest.  He told me that the answers for the Bible were in him…HE IS A LIAR!  The answer isn't found in any man, except for the One who died for me, the man, Christ Jesus (1 Tim 2:5).  One night in May of 1996, a Bible believing preacher knocked on my door and asked me, "Sir, if you die tonight, are you 100% sure that you would go to heaven?"  I gave him some fancy answers, but he knew right away that I was lost.  He then told me, "Mike, you don't have to believe anything I tell you.  I'm a man just like you are and I can make mistakes.  All I want to do is show you from the Bible how you can be saved.  I want you to simply believe what God said in his Book."  I was all ears!  I thought to myself, "Now here's a man I can trust.  He's not elevating himself.  He's not asking me to trust him.  He wants me to put faith in the words of a God who cannot lie."  Do you know why I respected that preacher?  Because he told me, "It is not in me…", but God shall give thee an answer of peace!  

-In vss.17-24, Pharaoh narrates his dream to Joseph.  Neither the dream nor the interpretation needs much comment because it's quite clear from Joseph's statements in the following verses.

41:25  ¶And Joseph said unto Pharaoh, The dream of Pharaoh is one: God hath shewed Pharaoh what he is about to do. 

41:26  The seven good kine are seven years; and the seven good ears are seven years: the dream is one. 

41:27  And the seven thin and ill favoured kine that came up after them are seven years; and the seven empty ears blasted with the east wind shall be seven years of famine. 

41:28  This is the thing which I have spoken unto Pharaoh: What God is about to do he sheweth unto Pharaoh. 

41:29  Behold, there come seven years of great plenty throughout all the land of Egypt: 

41:30  And there shall arise after them seven years of famine; and all the plenty shall be forgotten in the land of Egypt; and the famine shall consume the land; 

41:31  And the plenty shall not be known in the land by reason of that famine following; for it shall be very grievous. 

41:32  And for that the dream was doubled unto Pharaoh twice; it is because the thing is established by God, and God will shortly bring it to pass. 

41:33  Now therefore let Pharaoh look out a man discreet and wise, and set him over the land of Egypt. 

41:34  Let Pharaoh do this, and let him appoint officers over the land, and take up the fifth part of the land of Egypt in the seven plenteous years. 

41:35  And let them gather all the food of those good years that come, and lay up corn under the hand of Pharaoh, and let them keep food in the cities. 

41:36  And that food shall be for store to the land against the seven years of famine, which shall be in the land of Egypt; that the land perish not through the famine.

Both dreams have the same interpretation.  The two dreams were meant as both a warning and a plan for what needed to be done in order to survive the seven bad years that would come during the famine.  Joseph explains to Pharaoh in vs.32 that the dream came to him twice to show that it was something established by God.  Have you ever wondered why God repeats himself in the Bible?  Could it be that he's trying to get his point across?  Whenever God gives you a story on more than one occasion, don't get bored…pay attention!  

-Joseph recommends that a wise man be found to oversee Pharaoh's financial ventures over the next seven years (vs.33) so that Egypt will continue without perishing (vs.36).  Joseph is the most logical choice since he is the most familiar with the future of Egypt.

41:37  And the thing was good in the eyes of Pharaoh, and in the eyes of all his servants. 

41:38  And Pharaoh said unto his servants, Can we find such a one as this is, a man in whom the Spirit of God is? 

41:39  And Pharaoh said unto Joseph, Forasmuch as God hath shewed thee all this, there is none so discreet and wise as thou art: 

41:40  Thou shalt be over my house, and according unto thy word shall all my people be ruled: only in the throne will I be greater than thou. 

41:41  And Pharaoh said unto Joseph, See, I have set thee over all the land of Egypt. 

41:42  And Pharaoh took off his ring from his hand, and put it upon Joseph's hand, and arrayed him in vestures of fine linen, and put a gold chain about his neck; 

41:43  And he made him to ride in the second chariot which he had; and they cried before him, Bow the knee: and he made him ruler over all the land of Egypt. 

41:44  And Pharaoh said unto Joseph, I am Pharaoh, and without thee shall no man lift up his hand or foot in all the land of Egypt. 

41:45  And Pharaoh called Joseph's name Zaphnathpaaneah; and he gave him to wife Asenath the daughter of Potipherah priest of On. And Joseph went out over all the land of Egypt.

Joseph's period of testing is over and he passed the test tremendously.  With all the people who have cheated him, lied about him, wanted to kill him, and forgot about him, he has not become a bitter man.  As James said in chapter 5 and verse 11 of his epistle, "Behold, we count them happy which endure."  That certainly applies to Joseph at this point!  You can't help rejoicing for Joseph here.  We all like the story of an underdog.  We like to hear about the people who were down and didn't appear to have any hope, but then overcome in the end.  That's Joseph's story.  

-Joseph pictures Christ in a number of ways in the passage above.  The pictures are as follows:

(vs.38) Joseph has the Spirit of God in him… (Jn 3:34) Jesus has the Spirit without measure.

(vs.39) None so discreet and wise as Joseph… (Col 2:3) All wisdom is found in Christ.

(vs.40) Joseph is over the house… (Heb 3:6) Christ is over his own house.

(vs.40) Kingdom ruled by Joseph's word… (Heb 1:3) All things upheld by Christ's word.

(vs.41) Joseph rules over all of Egypt… (Mt 28:18) All power in heaven and earth is Christ's.

(vs.43) Joseph was 2nd in the kingdom… (1 Cor 15:28) Son 2nd to the Father, subject to him.

(vs.43) Everyone bowed to Joseph… (Phil 2:10) Every knee shall bow to Jesus Christ.

(vs.44) Nothing can be done without Joseph… (Jn 15:5) Nothing can be done without Christ.

(vs.45) Joseph was given a Gentile wife… (Eph 5:25) Christ's bride is mainly Gentile.

In vs.45, it's interesting to realize what Joseph's new name means.  The name "Zaphnath-paaneah" has four different meanings in English.  The name can mean "Saviour of the world" (see Jn 4:42, 1 Jn 4:12), or "the food of life" (see Jn 6:35,48), or "rescuer of the world", or "revealer of secrets".   

-At the end of vs.45, the Bible says that Joseph "went out over all the land of Egypt."  Not only that, but he went out with a wife, a chariot, a ring, vestures of fine linen, and great honour from all that would ever meet him from that day forward.  Earlier in the chapter, when Joseph had just been called from the prison to go to Pharaoh, the scripture said, "…and came in unto Pharaoh." (vs.14)  Joseph "went out" a whole lot better than when he "came in", Amen?  Isn't that true of you?  When you came into this world, what did you have?  All you had was a sinful nature that you inherited from your parents.  But as a saved man, when you leave this world, you'll go out with a new body, salvation, a home in heaven, a new spouse (Jesus Christ), and an eternity to be in the presence of the One who died for you.  That's not bad, hallelujah!  After we're in heaven, we'll be able to say like Joseph, "I went out a lot better than when I came in!"

41:46  ¶And Joseph was thirty years old when he stood before Pharaoh king of Egypt. And Joseph went out from the presence of Pharaoh, and went throughout all the land of Egypt. 

41:47  And in the seven plenteous years the earth brought forth by handfuls. 

41:48  And he gathered up all the food of the seven years, which were in the land of Egypt, and laid up the food in the cities: the food of the field, which was round about every city, laid he up in the same. 

41:49  And Joseph gathered corn as the sand of the sea, very much, until he left numbering; for it was without number. 

41:50  And unto Joseph were born two sons before the years of famine came, which Asenath the daughter of Potipherah priest of On bare unto him. 

41:51  And Joseph called the name of the firstborn Manasseh: For God, said he, hath made me forget all my toil, and all my father's house. 

41:52  And the name of the second called he Ephraim: For God hath caused me to be fruitful in the land of my affliction. 

41:53  And the seven years of plenteousness, that was in the land of Egypt, were ended. 

41:54  And the seven years of dearth began to come, according as Joseph had said: and the dearth was in all lands; but in all the land of Egypt there was bread. 

41:55  And when all the land of Egypt was famished, the people cried to Pharaoh for bread: and Pharaoh said unto all the Egyptians, Go unto Joseph; what he saith to you, do. 

41:56  And the famine was over all the face of the earth: And Joseph opened all the storehouses, and sold unto the Egyptians; and the famine waxed sore in the land of Egypt. 

41:57  And all countries came into Egypt to Joseph for to buy corn; because that the famine was so sore in all lands. 

As the chapter comes to a close, the correlation between Christ and Joseph continues.  Here are some more of their similarities:

(vs.46) Joseph made ruler at the age of 30… (Lk 3:23) Jesus begans his ministry at age 30.

(vs.52) Joseph was fruitful in affliction… (Jn 12:24) Jesus brought forth fruit through death.

(vs.54) Things happened like Joseph had said… (Mt 24:35) Jesus’ word always fulfilled.

(vs.55) Joseph's word to be obeyed… (Jn 2:5) Everything Christ says should be done.

(vs.57) Everyone came to Joseph… (Jn 12:32) All men drawn to Christ.

-In vs.54, an uncommon English word is used.  The Bible says that seven years of dearth began to come.  The word dearth isn't used a lot in today's English, therefore many people think that the word needs to be changed and the Bible needs to be updated.  Why not update your knowledge of the English language?  Why do you have to bring the Bible down to your level of ignorance?  Number one, if you don't know what a word means, keep reading the Bible.  Many, many times the Bible will eventually give you the definition of that word somewhere else in the scripture.  Number two, if you want to know the meaning of the word, get a dictionary and educate yourself!  There's no need to rush out to the bookstore and buy yourself a weaker version of the Bible.  The word dearth is quite simple to understand.  Just read vs.55.  "And when all the land of Egypt was famished…"  There's your definition.  A dearth is a famine.  See, it only took you one extra verse and the Bible already gave you the definition.  What's more, you can see the meaning of the word in the word itself.  A dearth is a "death" to the "earth"…therefore a dearth.

-Manasseh and Ephraim are born to Joseph in the passage (vss.51-52).  Manasseh means "forgetting" and Ephraim means "fruitful".  We can see in ch.48 that these two brothers were included as part of the twelve tribes of Israel (Gen 48:5).  As the Bible continues into Exodus, Leviticus, and Numbers, you can see that the tribe of Levi is sanctified and chosen by God to serve him in the tabernacle.  Joseph's name is excluded from the list of the twelve tribes and his sons are included instead.  Therefore Manasseh and Ephraim replace Levi and Joseph in the list, and there were still twelve tribes of Israel. 

GENESIS 42

Genesis 42:1  ¶Now when Jacob saw that there was corn in Egypt, Jacob said unto his sons, Why do ye look one upon another? 

42:2  And he said, Behold, I have heard that there is corn in Egypt: get you down thither, and buy for us from thence; that we may live, and not die. 

42:3  ¶And Joseph's ten brethren went down to buy corn in Egypt. 

42:4  But Benjamin, Joseph's brother, Jacob sent not with his brethren; for he said, Lest peradventure mischief befall him. 

42:5  And the sons of Israel came to buy corn among those that came: for the famine was in the land of Canaan. 

42:6  And Joseph was the governor over the land, and he it was that sold to all the people of the land: and Joseph's brethren came, and bowed down themselves before him with their faces to the earth. 

42:7  And Joseph saw his brethren, and he knew them, but made himself strange unto them, and spake roughly unto them; and he said unto them, Whence come ye? And they said, From the land of Canaan to buy food. 

42:8  And Joseph knew his brethren, but they knew not him. 

42:9  And Joseph remembered the dreams which he dreamed of them, and said unto them, Ye are spies; to see the nakedness of the land ye are come. 

42:10  And they said unto him, Nay, my lord, but to buy food are thy servants come. 

42:11  We are all one man's sons; we are true men, thy servants are no spies. 

42:12  And he said unto them, Nay, but to see the nakedness of the land ye are come. 

42:13  And they said, Thy servants are twelve brethren, the sons of one man in the land of Canaan; and, behold, the youngest is this day with our father, and one is not. 

42:14  And Joseph said unto them, That is it that I spake unto you, saying, Ye are spies: 

42:15  Hereby ye shall be proved: By the life of Pharaoh ye shall not go forth hence, except your youngest brother come hither. 

42:16  Send one of you, and let him fetch your brother, and ye shall be kept in prison, that your words may be proved, whether there be any truth in you: or else by the life of Pharaoh surely ye are spies. 

42:17  And he put them all together into ward three days. 

42:18  And Joseph said unto them the third day, This do, and live; for I fear God: 

42:19  If ye be true men, let one of your brethren be bound in the house of your prison: go ye, carry corn for the famine of your houses: 

42:20  But bring your youngest brother unto me; so shall your words be verified, and ye shall not die. And they did so.

As usual with Joseph, the passage is filled with similarities between him and Christ.  However, the passage also shows a side of Joseph that is not so close to the Saviour.  When Joseph gets to see his brethren again, he views this as his chance to take advantage of the situation and abuse his brethren a bit.  We, as human beings, can hardly blame Joseph for doing what he did to get revenge on his brethren.  At the same time, from a Biblical standpoint, we can't condone Joseph's actions.  The Bible says that we're not to avenge ourselves because vengeance belongs to the LORD (Deut 32:35, Rom 12:19).

-The similarities are as follows:

(vs.6) Joseph is governor… (Mt 2:6) Jesus shall be the Governor.

(vs.6) People bowed to Joseph… (Phil 2:10) Every knee shall bow to Christ.  

(vs.7) Joseph considered strange… (Acts 17:18) Jesus considered strange.

(vs.8) Joseph knows his brethren, but he's unknown… (Jn 1:10) Jesus knows, but is unknown.

-I imagine that right about the time when vs.9 was happening, a light came on in Joseph's head.  Right then, all the dreams he had back in Genesis 37:5-11 are starting to happen before his eyes.  I think it would be fair to say that, that day was one of the best of Joseph's life; because at that very moment, he understood why God had allowed all of those awful things to happen to him.  Now it's all making sense in Joseph's mind.  He's waited for several years to find out what God was trying to do in his life and now he knows.  What peace he must have had in his heart!  You may not know what God is doing in your life at the present moment.  You might be stuck in some pit or some prison somewhere (spiritually speaking) and you haven't the slightest idea where all of your present circumstances will lead.  As the old hymn says, "Farther along we'll know all about it.  Farther along we'll understand why."  Amen!  Just stay patient and all will be clear some day.  As for now, remember that heaven is the place for understanding, and earth is the place for trust.  God's road always leads out to the right place.  Trust him and he'll carry you through your dark times.  

-Joseph's brethren may not have had as much trouble with Joseph if they wouldn't have made the comment they did in vs.11.  When they said that they were true men, it started Joseph's anger to rise.  Then, in vs.13, when they mention that one of their brethren "is not", Joseph's blood began to boil.  They just said, "We're not liars, we're honest men."  Then they turn around and say, "One of our brethren isn't with us anymore."  But there he is standing right in front of them.  If the brethren would have kept their mouths shut, Joseph might not have dealt so harshly with them.  

-After Joseph calmed down for three days (vs.17), he realized that his stipulations were a bit strict.  Forcing all of them to stay, except for one man to run home and bring Benjamin, was somewhat severe considering there was no proof that they were spies.  In vs.18 you can see that Joseph's conscience must have bothered him a little ("…for I fear God…"), so he backs off and just keeps one of the brethren.  Joseph was also feeling some compassion towards the rest of the family; realizing they were depending on these men to bring food back to their home.  

42:21  ¶And they said one to another, We are verily guilty concerning our brother, in that we saw the anguish of his soul, when he besought us, and we would not hear; therefore is this distress come upon us. 

42:22  And Reuben answered them, saying, Spake I not unto you, saying, Do not sin against the child; and ye would not hear? therefore, behold, also his blood is required. 

42:23  And they knew not that Joseph understood them; for he spake unto them by an interpreter. 

42:24  And he turned himself about from them, and wept; and returned to them again, and communed with them, and took from them Simeon, and bound him before their eyes. 

Here we see the conscience of Joseph's brethren really working on them (vs.21).  This is the same process that happens with anyone who has a guilty conscience.  As soon as some sort of tragedy or big problem comes up, people tend to associate it with an unpunished deed they have in their past. 

-Reuben jumps in with, "I told you so…" in vs.22.  All the while this conversation is going on between the brethren, Joseph is listening in unawares to his brothers.  In order to keep his brethren in the dark concerning Joseph's true identity, he had been using an interpreter (vs.23).  Although this concealed his identity, it wasn't able to conceal his pain over what his brothers had done to him years ago.  

-Simeon is taken into custody in vs.24.  There was a good reason for choosing Simeon.  As the firstborn in the family, Reuben had the responsibility of watching out for his younger brethren.  If you remember the story from ch.37, Joseph was sold to the Ishmeelites while Reuben was away.  After hearing what Reuben had to say in vs.22, Joseph now knows that Reuben did in fact try to help Joseph, but wasn't able to because he wasn't there when Joseph was sold.  Since Reuben was away, the responsibility for looking after the younger brethren should have fallen on Simeon's shoulders since he was the second-born.  Simeon was there when Joseph was sold and therefore he's guilty of not taking care of his younger brother.  That's why Simeon was held prisoner while the other brothers go home to fetch Benjamin.

42:25  ¶Then Joseph commanded to fill their sacks with corn, and to restore every man's money into his sack, and to give them provision for the way: and thus did he unto them. 

42:26  And they laded their asses with the corn, and departed thence. 

42:27  And as one of them opened his sack to give his ass provender in the inn, he espied his money; for, behold, it was in his sack's mouth. 

42:28  And he said unto his brethren, My money is restored; and, lo, it is even in my sack: and their heart failed them, and they were afraid, saying one to another, What is this that God hath done unto us?

42:29  ¶And they came unto Jacob their father unto the land of Canaan, and told him all that befell unto them; saying, 

42:30  The man, who is the lord of the land, spake roughly to us, and took us for spies of the country. 

42:31  And we said unto him, We are true men; we are no spies: 

42:32  We be twelve brethren, sons of our father; one is not, and the youngest is this day with our father in the land of Canaan. 

42:33  And the man, the lord of the country, said unto us, Hereby shall I know that ye are true men; leave one of your brethren here with me, and take food for the famine of your households, and be gone: 

42:34  And bring your youngest brother unto me: then shall I know that ye are no spies, but that ye are true men: so will I deliver you your brother, and ye shall traffick in the land. 

42:35  And it came to pass as they emptied their sacks, that, behold, every man's bundle of money was in his sack: and when both they and their father saw the bundles of money, they were afraid. 

42:36  And Jacob their father said unto them, Me have ye bereaved of my children: Joseph is not, and Simeon is not, and ye will take Benjamin away: all these things are against me. 

42:37  And Reuben spake unto his father, saying, Slay my two sons, if I bring him not to thee: deliver him into my hand, and I will bring him to thee again. 

42:38  And he said, My son shall not go down with you; for his brother is dead, and he is left alone: if mischief befall him by the way in the which ye go, then shall ye bring down my gray hairs with sorrow to the grave.

Notice again the work of the conscience in vss.28 and 35.  Joseph was the one who ordered the money to be restored, but the brethren attribute this surprise to God instead.  It wasn't meant to be a punishment.  Rather, this was Joseph just trying to be a blessing to his family by giving them some free corn.  However, Joseph's brethren immediately interpret this as the punishment of God.  They assume that when they go back to Egypt, they will be accused of not paying for the corn, and therefore they will be arrested as thieves.  This is what happens when you have a guilty conscience.  You always assume the worst will happen because you know that is what you really deserve!

-In vss.29-35, Jacob's sons give him a brief report on how things went in Egypt, just touching all the major points.  Reuben tries to comfort his father's pain (vs.36) by offering his two sons if anything were to happen to Benjamin (vs.37).  Jacob won't go for the plan.  He simply doesn't trust Reuben.  Reuben has already violated his father's concubine (Gen 35:22), and therefore Jacob knows that he is as unstable as water (Gen 49:4).  Remember also that in the mind of Jacob, Reuben is the one to blame for Joseph's disappearance.  Jacob has no idea that Reuben tried to stop anything.  On top of that, Benjamin is the last living memory of Rachel.  Rachel died in ch.35 and he assumes that Joseph died in ch.37.  So Benjamin is all that he has left and he's not willing to risk losing him also (vs.38). 

GENESIS 43

Genesis 43:1  ¶And the famine was sore in the land. 

43:2  And it came to pass, when they had eaten up the corn which they had brought out of Egypt, their father said unto them, Go again, buy us a little food. 

43:3  And Judah spake unto him, saying, The man did solemnly protest unto us, saying, Ye shall not see my face, except your brother be with you. 

43:4  If thou wilt send our brother with us, we will go down and buy thee food: 

43:5  But if thou wilt not send him, we will not go down: for the man said unto us, Ye shall not see my face, except your brother be with you. 

43:6  And Israel said, Wherefore dealt ye so ill with me, as to tell the man whether ye had yet a brother? 

43:7  And they said, The man asked us straitly of our state, and of our kindred, saying, Is your father yet alive? have ye another brother? and we told him according to the tenor of these words: could we certainly know that he would say, Bring your brother down? 

43:8  And Judah said unto Israel his father, Send the lad with me, and we will arise and go; that we may live, and not die, both we, and thou, and also our little ones. 

43:9  I will be surety for him; of my hand shalt thou require him: if I bring him not unto thee, and set him before thee, then let me bear the blame for ever: 

43:10  For except we had lingered, surely now we had returned this second time.

43:11  And their father Israel said unto them, If it must be so now, do this; take of the best fruits in the land in your vessels, and carry down the man a present, a little balm, and a little honey, spices, and myrrh, nuts, and almonds: 

43:12  And take double money in your hand; and the money that was brought again in the mouth of your sacks, carry it again in your hand; peradventure it was an oversight: 

43:13  Take also your brother, and arise, go again unto the man: 

43:14  And God Almighty give you mercy before the man, that he may send away your other brother, and Benjamin. If I be bereaved of my children, I am bereaved.

The famine continues along with Simeon's stay in Egypt.  Evidently Simeon's absence wasn't enough to spur anyone to rush back to Egypt in an attempt to rescue him.  However, the issue of hunger was a different story.  Do you run back to Egypt for your brother?  No.  But do you run back to Egypt for more food (vs.2)?  By all means, yes!

-Judah is quick to remind his father that there is no acceptable plan that doesn't include taking Benjamin with them to Egypt (vss.3-5).  Where Reuben failed in the last chapter, Judah succeeds in this chapter.  In vs.8, Judah makes the suggestion that he be responsible for the welfare of Benjamin.  Judah's record is clean with his father.  Jacob accepts Judah's offer (vss.11-14), and sends them away.  Notice the difference between Reuben and Judah's offer.  Reuben offered his two sons in the place of Benjamin (Gen 42:37) whereas Judah offered himself (vs.9).  When a man is willing to put his own personal well being at risk, that man can usually be trusted.  

43:15  ¶And the men took that present, and they took double money in their hand, and Benjamin; and rose up, and went down to Egypt, and stood before Joseph. 

43:16  And when Joseph saw Benjamin with them, he said to the ruler of his house, Bring these men home, and slay, and make ready; for these men shall dine with me at noon. 

43:17  And the man did as Joseph bade; and the man brought the men into Joseph's house. 

43:18  And the men were afraid, because they were brought into Joseph's house; and they said, Because of the money that was returned in our sacks at the first time are we brought in; that he may seek occasion against us, and fall upon us, and take us for bondmen, and our asses. 

43:19  And they came near to the steward of Joseph's house, and they communed with him at the door of the house, 

43:20  And said, O sir, we came indeed down at the first time to buy food: 

43:21  And it came to pass, when we came to the inn, that we opened our sacks, and, behold, every man's money was in the mouth of his sack, our money in full weight: and we have brought it again in our hand. 

43:22  And other money have we brought down in our hands to buy food: we cannot tell who put our money in our sacks. 

43:23  And he said, Peace be to you, fear not: your God, and the God of your father, hath given you treasure in your sacks: I had your money. And he brought Simeon out unto them. 

43:24  And the man brought the men into Joseph's house, and gave them water, and they washed their feet; and he gave their asses provender. 

43:25  And they made ready the present against Joseph came at noon: for they heard that they should eat bread there.

You can again see the guilty consciences of the brethren bothering them.  Nothing bad is happening here.  They've been invited to a huge feast!  If your conscience is clear, you could rejoice at such an occasion; but not these men.  They figure they're going to become slaves (vs.18).  

-The brothers try to explain everything (vss.19-22), which is another mark of someone with a guilty conscience.  Joseph's steward tells them not to worry about it and that it was God who arranged the whole ordeal with them getting there money back (vs.23).  Talk about grace!  Here's a bunch of guilty, envious liars, and they get a feast, money, corn, their brother is restored (vs.23), their feet are washed (vs.24), and their animals are taken care of (vs.24).  If the truth be told, we've all been in their position at one time or another.  Have you ever been given something that you didn't deserve?  If you're saved, then your answer is most definitely, YES!  You were as guilty as could be, yet your Saviour still took care of you, praise the Lord!

-In vs.25, there's some old English that is used.  The verse says, "And they made ready the present against Joseph came at noon…"  We wouldn't say it like that today.  In today's English, we would say, "And they made ready the present because Joseph was coming at noon."  This use of the word "against" isn't common in today's speech, but it's pretty obvious from the context what the meaning of the word is.

43:26  ¶And when Joseph came home, they brought him the present which was in their hand into the house, and bowed themselves to him to the earth. 

43:27  And he asked them of their welfare, and said, Is your father well, the old man of whom ye spake? Is he yet alive? 

43:28  And they answered, Thy servant our father is in good health, he is yet alive. And they bowed down their heads, and made obeisance. 

43:29  And he lifted up his eyes, and saw his brother Benjamin, his mother's son, and said, Is this your younger brother, of whom ye spake unto me? And he said, God be gracious unto thee, my son. 

43:30  And Joseph made haste; for his bowels did yearn upon his brother: and he sought where to weep; and he entered into his chamber, and wept there. 

43:31  And he washed his face, and went out, and refrained himself, and said, Set on bread. 

43:32  And they set on for him by himself, and for them by themselves, and for the Egyptians, which did eat with him, by themselves: because the Egyptians might not eat bread with the Hebrews; for that is an abomination unto the Egyptians. 

43:33  And they sat before him, the firstborn according to his birthright, and the youngest according to his youth: and the men marvelled one at another. 

43:34  And he took and sent messes unto them from before him: but Benjamin's mess was five times so much as any of theirs. And they drank, and were merry with him.

When Joseph met his brethren for the second time since his coming into Egypt, he immediately asks them concerning the welfare of their father (vs.27).  After hearing that daddy was okay, he proceeds to his younger brother Benjamin, whom he hasn't seen in many moons (vs.29).  All of these personal questions must have seemed a bit strange to Joseph's brethren.  How can this governor of the land of Egypt remember a bunch of shepherds from Canaan?  Joseph dealt with hundreds of people every week.  These brethren haven't seen Joseph in probably close to a year, but somehow, he remembers what they said about their father and younger brother!  No doubt, the brethren are too scared to recognize what all of these questions had to indicate…that is that the governor was more than just a governor to them!

-Joseph excuses himself for a brief crying session and after washing his face, comes back into the room for dinner (vss.30-31).  What happens in vs.32 is a great proof that racial discrimination has been happening for centuries.  The Egyptians wouldn't eat with the Hebrews.  If that were to happen in today's world, the Hebrews would probably take the Egyptians to court and accuse them of hate crimes!  Racial discrimination is as old as the Bible.  God even commanded it on certain occasions (Deut 7:1-5, 23:3).  There are natural boundaries that have been in place since the beginning of time (Deut 32:8).  When you start trying to ignore these boundaries and bring everyone together (like Gen 11…United Nations), then you're following the spirit of the antichrist (Rev 13:3-"…all the world wondered after the beast.").  

-Starting in vs.33, Joseph's brethren realized that something strange was happening.  How did this ruler of Egypt know their birthdays?  

-Joseph gave each one of them a "mess".  Some people think the word "mess" is old and should be changed.  However, even today on military bases and certain schools throughout the world, you can find the words "Mess Hall" hanging over the door of the cafeteria (where food is served).  A "mess" is a serving of food.  Again, the context of the verse makes this very clear.

-Benjamin receives fives times as much food as the rest of his brethren.  The number 5 in the Bible represents death.  Since Benjamin was born while Rachel was dying, the number 5 is appropriate to be associated with him.  

GENESIS 44

Genesis 44:1  ¶And he commanded the steward of his house, saying, Fill the men's sacks with food, as much as they can carry, and put every man's money in his sack's mouth. 

44:2  And put my cup, the silver cup, in the sack's mouth of the youngest, and his corn money. And he did according to the word that Joseph had spoken. 

44:3  As soon as the morning was light, the men were sent away, they and their asses. 

44:4  And when they were gone out of the city, and not yet far off, Joseph said unto his steward, Up, follow after the men; and when thou dost overtake them, say unto them, Wherefore have ye rewarded evil for good? 

44:5  Is not this it in which my lord drinketh, and whereby indeed he divineth? ye have done evil in so doing. 

44:6  ¶And he overtook them, and he spake unto them these same words. 

44:7  And they said unto him, Wherefore saith my lord these words? God forbid that thy servants should do according to this thing: 

44:8  Behold, the money, which we found in our sacks' mouths, we brought again unto thee out of the land of Canaan: how then should we steal out of thy lord's house silver or gold? 

44:9  With whomsoever of thy servants it be found, both let him die, and we also will be my lord's bondmen. 

44:10  And he said, Now also let it be according unto your words: he with whom it is found shall be my servant; and ye shall be blameless. 

44:11  Then they speedily took down every man his sack to the ground, and opened every man his sack. 

44:12  And he searched, and began at the eldest, and left at the youngest: and the cup was found in Benjamin's sack. 

44:13  Then they rent their clothes, and laded every man his ass, and returned to the city.

Joseph has come up with a master plan to get his younger brother to stay with him on a permanent basis.  The whole thing is a set up filled with staging a robbery, lying, and false accusations.  When a man gets desperate, even a good man, he'll sometimes do stupid things.

-When the steward overtakes the brethren and makes the accusation, they are all instant to refute these allegations.  They defend their innocence citing their recent attempt of bringing back the money that had somehow ended up in their sacks after their first visit to Egypt (vs.8).  After vowing to kill whoever is guilty in the matter (vs.9), the steward makes a change in the consequences so that the whole situation will work out just like Joseph wants it to (vs.10).  I'm sure the suspense was building as each brother put his sack down, tore it open, and found nothing.  Finally, when they reach the last sack, which is Benjamin's, they must be thinking that there's no way there little brother could have done something so stupid.  As Benjamin opened up his sack's mouth and the light shined in on the silver cup, everybody's heart sank.  How could this be?  What are they going to do?  The one thing their father feared is happening.  As they were heading back to Egypt, their minds began to work as to how they were going to get out of this mess.  As we'll see, not Reuben, but Judah takes the lead.

44:14  And Judah and his brethren came to Joseph's house; for he was yet there: and they fell before him on the ground. 

44:15  And Joseph said unto them, What deed is this that ye have done? wot ye not that such a man as I can certainly divine? 

44:16  And Judah said, What shall we say unto my lord? what shall we speak? or how shall we clear ourselves? God hath found out the iniquity of thy servants: behold, we are my lord's servants, both we, and he also with whom the cup is found. 

44:17  And he said, God forbid that I should do so: but the man in whose hand the cup is found, he shall be my servant; and as for you, get you up in peace unto your father. 

44:18  ¶Then Judah came near unto him, and said, Oh my lord, let thy servant, I pray thee, speak a word in my lord's ears, and let not thine anger burn against thy servant: for thou art even as Pharaoh. 

44:19  My lord asked his servants, saying, Have ye a father, or a brother? 

44:20  And we said unto my lord, We have a father, an old man, and a child of his old age, a little one; and his brother is dead, and he alone is left of his mother, and his father loveth him. 

44:21  And thou saidst unto thy servants, Bring him down unto me, that I may set mine eyes upon him. 

44:22  And we said unto my lord, The lad cannot leave his father: for if he should leave his father, his father would die. 

44:23  And thou saidst unto thy servants, Except your youngest brother come down with you, ye shall see my face no more. 

44:24  And it came to pass when we came up unto thy servant my father, we told him the words of my lord. 

44:25  And our father said, Go again, and buy us a little food. 

44:26  And we said, We cannot go down: if our youngest brother be with us, then will we go down: for we may not see the man's face, except our youngest brother be with us. 

44:27  And thy servant my father said unto us, Ye know that my wife bare me two sons: 

44:28  And the one went out from me, and I said, Surely he is torn in pieces; and I saw him not since: 

44:29  And if ye take this also from me, and mischief befall him, ye shall bring down my gray hairs with sorrow to the grave. 

44:30  Now therefore when I come to thy servant my father, and the lad be not with us; seeing that his life is bound up in the lad's life; 

44:31  It shall come to pass, when he seeth that the lad is not with us, that he will die: and thy servants shall bring down the gray hairs of thy servant our father with sorrow to the grave. 

44:32  For thy servant became surety for the lad unto my father, saying, If I bring him not unto thee, then I shall bear the blame to my father for ever. 

44:33  Now therefore, I pray thee, let thy servant abide instead of the lad a bondman to my lord; and let the lad go up with his brethren. 

44:34  For how shall I go up to my father, and the lad be not with me? lest peradventure I see the evil that shall come on my father.

Judah takes the lead and does all the speaking for the brethren.  He told his father that he would be responsible for his little brother, so he's living up to his word.  In vs.16, Judah suggests that everyone should stay and be servants to Joseph.  I guess that would be better than going back and trying to explain everything to Jacob.  Joseph doesn't like the idea and makes it clear that he's only interested in detaining Benjamin (vs.17).  

-Starting in vs.18, Judah begins to explain the whole scenario to Joseph.  As Judah is reciting the story to Joseph, he comes to the part about Joseph's mother in vs.27, Joseph's supposed death in vs.28, and Joseph's brother in vs.29.  Judah explains how Benjamin's absence will literally kill their father (vss.30-31).  When Judah offers his life in the place of Benjamin's (vs.33), that does it for Joseph…he simply can't take it anymore.  What happens next, in ch.45, is maybe one of the greatest events in the Bible outside of the cross and the 2nd Coming of Christ.

GENESIS 45

Genesis 45:1  ¶Then Joseph could not refrain himself before all them that stood by him; and he cried, Cause every man to go out from me. And there stood no man with him, while Joseph made himself known unto his brethren. 

45:2  And he wept aloud: and the Egyptians and the house of Pharaoh heard. 

45:3  And Joseph said unto his brethren, I am Joseph; doth my father yet live? And his brethren could not answer him; for they were troubled at his presence. 

45:4  And Joseph said unto his brethren, Come near to me, I pray you. And they came near. And he said, I am Joseph your brother, whom ye sold into Egypt. 

45:5  Now therefore be not grieved, nor angry with yourselves, that ye sold me hither: for God did send me before you to preserve life. 

45:6  For these two years hath the famine been in the land: and yet there are five years, in the which there shall neither be earing nor harvest. 

45:7  And God sent me before you to preserve you a posterity in the earth, and to save your lives by a great deliverance. 

45:8  So now it was not you that sent me hither, but God: and he hath made me a father to Pharaoh, and lord of all his house, and a ruler throughout all the land of Egypt. 

45:9  Haste ye, and go up to my father, and say unto him, Thus saith thy son Joseph, God hath made me lord of all Egypt: come down unto me, tarry not: 

45:10  And thou shalt dwell in the land of Goshen, and thou shalt be near unto me, thou, and thy children, and thy children's children, and thy flocks, and thy herds, and all that thou hast: 

45:11  And there will I nourish thee; for yet there are five years of famine; lest thou, and thy household, and all that thou hast, come to poverty. 

45:12  And, behold, your eyes see, and the eyes of my brother Benjamin, that it is my mouth that speaketh unto you. 

45:13  And ye shall tell my father of all my glory in Egypt, and of all that ye have seen; and ye shall haste and bring down my father hither. 

45:14  And he fell upon his brother Benjamin's neck, and wept; and Benjamin wept upon his neck. 

45:15  Moreover he kissed all his brethren, and wept upon them: and after that his brethren talked with him.

Now we've come to one of the most dramatic parts of the scripture.  The suspense has been building for many chapters now.  The tears began to roll down Joseph's cheeks.  He causes everyone to leave, even his interpreter!  The tears continue to flow as he looks at his brethren and says, "It's me, it's your brother, I'm Joseph!"  

The best commentary on this passage is found in the book of Acts.  While Stephen is preaching in Acts 7, he uses two different Old Testament figures to show the Jews what kind of mistake they were making.  He tells them of Moses, who was rejected when he first manifested himself to his brethren (Acts 7:25-27).  It was when Moses was manifested for the second time, as the deliverer of Israel, that he was accepted (Acts 7:35-36).  The other Old Testament figure that was used was Joseph.  Joseph was hated and envied by his brethren, sold into Egypt, and thought to be dead (Acts 7:9).  However, the Bible says in Acts 7:13, "And at the second time Joseph was made known to his brethren…"  The Christ rejecting Jews that shouted, "Crucify him, crucify him…", hated Jesus Christ.  Judas sold him for 30 pieces of silver, and to this day, many Jews still think Jesus never rose from the dead.  When Christ came the first time, he wasn't received by his brethren (Jn 1:11).  But when he comes the second time, the Bible says all Israel shall be saved (Rom 11:26).  When Jesus manifests himself to the Jews at his 2nd Coming, the Bible says in Zechariah 13:6 that his brethren will ask him, "What are these wounds in thine hands?"  Then Jesus will answer, "Those with which I was wounded in the house of my friends."  Do you know what will come next?  I'm almost sure I know what kind of reaction this answer will bring about.  His brethren according to the flesh, the Jews, will not be able to answer him; for they will be troubled at his presence (vs.3)!  They'll realize at that very moment that for the last 2000 years, their forefathers have believed a lie…that the many generations before them died and went to hell as Christ rejecters.  They'll be troubled at his presence for sure!

-Let me quickly mention what the Lord has been showing us over the last few chapters.  When Jacob sent his sons to buy corn in ch.42, he told them to buy the corn (Gen 42:2).  After arriving in Egypt, Jacob's sons were questioned and convicted concerning their past deeds.  This is true for most sinners who start seeking salvation.  When a man begins to realize that he's going to die (Gen 42:2) and go to hell, his first thought is that he can "buy" his way out of his problem.  He tries to go to church, clean up a few things in his life, and maybe even put a little money in the offering plate.  Regardless of what he tries, his conscience still bothers him because it is defiled with dead works (Heb 9:14).  

Jacob's sons are sent back home.  After they arrive and empty their sacks, they find all of their money is still there.  Instead of rejoicing over the free gift of the corn, the brethren are afraid (Gen 42:35).  After a good amount of time passes, the brethren are sent back into Egypt.  Did they learn their lesson?  Did they learn the lesson that the corn was a free gift?  No!  Here they come back into Egypt, this time carrying even more money and gifts with them (Gen 43:11-12).  When they get back into Egypt, they try to explain their innocence to the steward of Joseph's house.  Regardless of what they said, Joseph (type of Christ) had already planned to have a huge feast for them.  Unfortunately for these brethren, even though they're eating a big meal, they're not eating it with their brother!  They don't have a personal relationship with their brother, which is what they really need.  Once their stomachs are full, off they go without suspecting that they're still lacking something (Gen 44:3).  A lost sinner is much the same as these brethren.  Even after someone explains to him that salvation is a free gift, many times he'll keep trying to do something to earn eternal life.  He'll try to explain to his friends, family, and even the preacher how good of a man he is and how that he's really worthy to be allowed into heaven.  God, in his mercy, is providing for this lost sinner's physical needs.  Unfortunately though, that sinner doesn't have a personal relationship with the One who is providing for him.  As long as his belly is full, his head is covered with a roof, and his bills are paid, he's satisfied.  Off goes the sinner without Christ and without hope.  

-The brethren are satisfied, but Joseph is not (Gen 44:1-5).  Joseph wants to be their brother.  So he sends his steward to accuse his brethren of wrong doing.  Don't forget that the steward was the one who returned the brethren's money into their sacks back in ch.42 (see Gen 43:23).  After bringing the brethren back to Joseph, Judah makes his plea with whom he knows only as the all-powerful governor of the land…not as his brother and friend (Gen 44:16-34)!  When Judah admits his guilt and that he deserves to be a prisoner, Joseph reveals himself to all of his brethren.  Finally, these guilty brethren have been reconciled with their brother Joseph.  What a wonderful ending this story has for the lost sinner!  A lost man might have enough physical things, but Jesus isn't concerned about that man's physical condition as much as he is his spiritual condition.  Jesus wants to save the man's soul, not just fill his belly.  Jesus sends the Holy Spirit to bring that guilty man to Christ (Jn 16:7-11, 12:32).  When the sinner recognizes his guilt before a Holy God and admits that he deserves to be punished eternally in the lake of fire, then Jesus Christ will reveal himself to that man.  At that point, when the lost sinner realizes that salvation isn't found in "buying the corn", but rather that it's found in a having a personal relationship with a man (Jesus Christ), then that man can be saved.  After the sinner has received Jesus Christ to be his Saviour, reconciliation has been made (Rom 5:10).  

45:16  ¶And the fame thereof was heard in Pharaoh's house, saying, Joseph's brethren are come: and it pleased Pharaoh well, and his servants. 

45:17  And Pharaoh said unto Joseph, Say unto thy brethren, This do ye; lade your beasts, and go, get you unto the land of Canaan; 

45:18  And take your father and your households, and come unto me: and I will give you the good of the land of Egypt, and ye shall eat the fat of the land. 

45:19  Now thou art commanded, this do ye; take you wagons out of the land of Egypt for your little ones, and for your wives, and bring your father, and come. 

45:20  Also regard not your stuff; for the good of all the land of Egypt is yours. 

45:21  And the children of Israel did so: and Joseph gave them wagons, according to the commandment of Pharaoh, and gave them provision for the way. 

45:22  To all of them he gave each man changes of raiment; but to Benjamin he gave three hundred pieces of silver, and five changes of raiment. 

45:23  And to his father he sent after this manner; ten asses laden with the good things of Egypt, and ten she asses laden with corn and bread and meat for his father by the way. 

45:24  So he sent his brethren away, and they departed: and he said unto them, See that ye fall not out by the way. 

45:25  ¶And they went up out of Egypt, and came into the land of Canaan unto Jacob their father, 

45:26  And told him, saying, Joseph is yet alive, and he is governor over all the land of Egypt. And Jacob's heart fainted, for he believed them not. 

45:27  And they told him all the words of Joseph, which he had said unto them: and when he saw the wagons which Joseph had sent to carry him, the spirit of Jacob their father revived: 

45:28  And Israel said, It is enough; Joseph my son is yet alive: I will go and see him before I die.

In vs.16, you can see that when Joseph was reconciled with his brethren, Pharaoh accepted all of them.  Pharaoh is a picture of God the Father.  Jacob and his sons were allowed into the country of Pharaoh because they were related to Joseph.  You and I as saved sinners will one day be allowed into God's presence because we're related to Jesus Christ (we're his brother…Rom 8:17).

-Pharaoh promises to take care of Joseph's family with the good of all the land of Egypt (vss.18 and 20).  Egypt wasn't in the greatest of conditions about this time, but it was still a great blessing to know that for the rest of your natural life you wouldn't have to worry about food or money.  Wouldn't you like to have such a promise?  If you're saved, you already have it!  The Bible says in 1 Corinthian 3:21, "…for all things are yours."  This isn't a promise that you'll be rich and that you can fulfill all of your lusts.  This is your Father saying to you, "Don't worry about all that earthly stuff.  I already know what you need and I'll provide for it.  You just worry about staying close to me!" (see also Mt 6:24-34, Phil 4:19, Col 3:2)  

-After the brethren had been reconciled to Joseph, they were commanded to take wagons and bring all of their families into Egypt as well (vs.19).  They were even given enough provision so that their journey wouldn't be a burden to them (vs.21).  They were even given enough proof to win their doubting father (vs.23 w/ vs.27).  The last thing they were told before they were sent out to gather their families was, "See that ye fall not out by the way." (vs.24).  

Have you been reconciled to Jesus Christ?  If so, then you have a ministry of reconciliation (2 Cor 5:18).  Are you filling your wagons with lost friends and family members?  Are you bringing people to meet Jesus Christ?  Jesus Christ told his disciples, "…as my Father hath sent me, even so send I you." (Jn 20:21)  You've been sent on a journey to preach the gospel to every creature.  You've been given the power to do the job (Acts 1:8).  The Holy Spirit can even give you just the right thing to say at the right time so that you can win those "doubters" to the Lord.  So until you see Jesus again, you should be filling your wagons with the souls of men.  One last thing, "…let us not be weary in well doing: for in due season we shall reap, if we faint not." (Gal 6:9)

-Jacob's carnal nature is exposed in vss.26 and 27.  He won't believe the report of his sons, but when he sees all the goods rolling his way, he becomes convinced.  Jacob admits that his son is alive and wants to see him before he dies (vs.28).  This pictures the reaction of Peter and John when the women came with the message of Christ's resurrection.  At first they didn't believe, but after going to the grave and seeing the proof with their own eyes (Jn 20:6-8), then they believed.  

GENESIS 46

Genesis 46:1  ¶And Israel took his journey with all that he had, and came to Beersheba, and offered sacrifices unto the God of his father Isaac. 

46:2  And God spake unto Israel in the visions of the night, and said, Jacob, Jacob. And he said, Here am I. 

46:3  And he said, I am God, the God of thy father: fear not to go down into Egypt; for I will there make of thee a great nation: 

46:4  I will go down with thee into Egypt; and I will also surely bring thee up again: and Joseph shall put his hand upon thine eyes. 

46:5  ¶And Jacob rose up from Beersheba: and the sons of Israel carried Jacob their father, and their little ones, and their wives, in the wagons which Pharaoh had sent to carry him. 

46:6  And they took their cattle, and their goods, which they had gotten in the land of Canaan, and came into Egypt, Jacob, and all his seed with him: 

46:7  His sons, and his sons' sons with him, his daughters, and his sons' daughters, and all his seed brought he with him into Egypt. 

46:8  And these are the names of the children of Israel, which came into Egypt, Jacob and his sons: Reuben, Jacob's firstborn. 

46:9  And the sons of Reuben; Hanoch, and Phallu, and Hezron, and Carmi. 

46:10  And the sons of Simeon; Jemuel, and Jamin, and Ohad, and Jachin, and Zohar, and Shaul the son of a Canaanitish woman. 

46:11  And the sons of Levi; Gershon, Kohath, and Merari. 

46:12  And the sons of Judah; Er, and Onan, and Shelah, and Pharez, and Zerah: but Er and Onan died in the land of Canaan. And the sons of Pharez were Hezron and Hamul. 

46:13  And the sons of Issachar; Tola, and Phuvah, and Job, and Shimron. 

46:14  And the sons of Zebulun; Sered, and Elon, and Jahleel. 

46:15  These be the sons of Leah, which she bare unto Jacob in Padanaram, with his daughter Dinah: all the souls of his sons and his daughters were thirty and three. 

46:16  And the sons of Gad; Ziphion, and Haggi, Shuni, and Ezbon, Eri, and Arodi, and Areli. 

46:17  And the sons of Asher; Jimnah, and Ishuah, and Isui, and Beriah, and Serah their sister: and the sons of Beriah; Heber, and Malchiel. 

46:18  These are the sons of Zilpah, whom Laban gave to Leah his daughter, and these she bare unto Jacob, even sixteen souls. 

46:19  The sons of Rachel Jacob's wife; Joseph, and Benjamin. 

46:20  And unto Joseph in the land of Egypt were born Manasseh and Ephraim, which Asenath the daughter of Potipherah priest of On bare unto him. 

46:21  And the sons of Benjamin were Belah, and Becher, and Ashbel, Gera, and Naaman, Ehi, and Rosh, Muppim, and Huppim, and Ard. 

46:22  These are the sons of Rachel, which were born to Jacob: all the souls were fourteen. 

46:23  And the sons of Dan; Hushim. 

46:24  And the sons of Naphtali; Jahzeel, and Guni, and Jezer, and Shillem. 

46:25  These are the sons of Bilhah, which Laban gave unto Rachel his daughter, and she bare these unto Jacob: all the souls were seven. 

46:26  All the souls that came with Jacob into Egypt, which came out of his loins, besides Jacob's sons' wives, all the souls were threescore and six;

46:27  And the sons of Joseph, which were born him in Egypt, were two souls: all the souls of the house of Jacob, which came into Egypt, were threescore and ten.

God comes to Jacob in a dream (cp vs.2 w/ Num 12:6) and reassures Jacob that a trip to Egypt is the right thing to do.  This is what happens when you put God first in your plan making.  Before Jacob takes his journey, he offers a sacrifice to God (vs.1).  In Jacob's earlier days, he would makes all the plans and preparations, and then put prayer at the end of everything (see Gen 32:6-12).  Now that Jacob has given God the preeminence, he is able to have the peace of God ruling in his heart concerning his trip.  Abraham and Lot got into big trouble when they went to Egypt.  Isaac was told not to go there (Gen 26:2).  Therefore, there was a lot of wisdom is waiting for God to give him permission to make this journey.

-Jacob is told in vs.4 that Joseph will put his hand upon Jacob's eyes.  This is assurance for Jacob not only that Joseph is alive, but also that he will be able to spend his last days with the son whom he loved.  Right before Jacob passes away, he tells his sons to bury him in the land of Canaan (Gen 49:29).  This is in accordance with God's promise of vs.4 about bringing Jacob up again into the land which was promised to him.

-The majority of the chapter (vss.5-27) is a head count of Jacob's extended family.  Some people have tried to create a problem using vss.26 and 27, along with Exodus 1:5 and Acts 7:14.  There's a difference in the amount of people mentioned in each place.  In Genesis 46:26, 66 people are said to have come into Egypt.  In the very next verse (Gen 46:27), the number has been altered to 70.  In Exodus, 70 are also mentioned.  And in Acts, the number is 75.  How do you account for these differences?  

I won't bore you with a list of names to meet the criteria for each passage.  But let's look at what each verse says where a different number is mentioned:

(Gen 46:26) Sixty six is the number of children that came out of Jacob's loins, excluding the wives of his sons.

(Gen 46:27) Seventy is the number arrived at after adding to the original 66 of the previous verse Joseph, Jacob himself, and Jacob's two concubines, Zilpah and Bilhah (Jacob's two wives, Rachel and Leah, are dead already). 

(Ex 1:5) This seventy excludes any of the wives for Jacob or his sons.  To get this seventy, you have to add Er, Onan, Ephraim, and Manasseh to the 66 children mentioned in Genesis 46.  Remember, even though Er and Onan never entered into Egypt, they did come from Jacob's loins, and therefore they fit in Exodus 1:5. 

(Acts 7:14) The count of seventy five is reached by counting all of Jacob's kindred.  So by taking the original 66 children of Genesis 46, then adding Jacob, Leah, Zilpah, Bilhah, Rachel, Ephraim, Manasseh, Onan, and Er to the list, you come out with 75 people.  

46:28  ¶And he sent Judah before him unto Joseph, to direct his face unto Goshen; and they came into the land of Goshen. 

46:29  And Joseph made ready his chariot, and went up to meet Israel his father, to Goshen, and presented himself unto him; and he fell on his neck, and wept on his neck a good while. 

46:30  And Israel said unto Joseph, Now let me die, since I have seen thy face, because thou art yet alive. 

46:31  And Joseph said unto his brethren, and unto his father's house, I will go up, and shew Pharaoh, and say unto him, My brethren, and my father's house, which were in the land of Canaan, are come unto me; 

46:32  And the men are shepherds, for their trade hath been to feed cattle; and they have brought their flocks, and their herds, and all that they have. 

46:33  And it shall come to pass, when Pharaoh shall call you, and shall say, What is your occupation? 

46:34  That ye shall say, Thy servants' trade hath been about cattle from our youth even until now, both we, and also our fathers: that ye may dwell in the land of Goshen; for every shepherd is an abomination unto the Egyptians.

From the whole situation concerning Benjamin's trip to Egypt, Jacob knows that Judah can be trusted.  Therefore, Judah is made the point man for Jacob's big journey down south (vs.28).  The meeting of Joseph and his father was no doubt emotional for everyone.  Jacob never dreamed that he would see his son Joseph again, let alone as a ruler over an entire country.  The brethren also must have felt a heavy burden lifted off of them now that Joseph and Jacob have been reunited.  For years, every time they saw Jacob's sad countenance, they didn't even need to ask what was wrong.  They knew that they had caused a great grief in Jacob's life.  To see their father's face glowing with joy had to have been a great thing for them. 

-Joseph already has a plan for getting his family a good piece of land for their cattle (vs.32); and that is the land of Goshen (vs.34).  Joseph knows that his family will be able to have a nice, quiet spot away from all the hustle and bustle of the city, if they tell Pharaoh that they are shepherds.  The Bible says in vs.34 that shepherds were an abomination to the Egyptians.  Remember that Egypt is a picture of the world in the Bible.  Jesus called himself the "good shepherd" (Jn 10:11); so even today vs.34 is still true.  The people of the world consider the good shepherd to be an abomination and therefore they stay away from him.

The Egyptians considered shepherds abominations because the shepherds showed no respect for sacred cows and/or sheep.  A Hebrew shepherd wouldn't think twice about spilling the blood of a lamb as a sacrifice (see Gen 4:2-4 and Gen 46:1).  The Egyptians worshipped cattle and other animals, and therefore despised anyone who would carry out such practices.  Again, the picture is clear.  A great number of the world's population today worships the creature more than the Creator (Rom 1:25).  They have no use for the blood of the Lamb and don't like anyone who would condone such an act.  

GENESIS 47

Genesis 47:1  ¶Then Joseph came and told Pharaoh, and said, My father and my brethren, and their flocks, and their herds, and all that they have, are come out of the land of Canaan; and, behold, they are in the land of Goshen. 

47:2  And he took some of his brethren, even five men, and presented them unto Pharaoh. 

47:3  And Pharaoh said unto his brethren, What is your occupation? And they said unto Pharaoh, Thy servants are shepherds, both we, and also our fathers. 

47:4  They said moreover unto Pharaoh, For to sojourn in the land are we come; for thy servants have no pasture for their flocks; for the famine is sore in the land of Canaan: now therefore, we pray thee, let thy servants dwell in the land of Goshen. 

47:5  And Pharaoh spake unto Joseph, saying, Thy father and thy brethren are come unto thee: 

47:6  The land of Egypt is before thee; in the best of the land make thy father and brethren to dwell; in the land of Goshen let them dwell: and if thou knowest any men of activity among them, then make them rulers over my cattle. 

47:7  And Joseph brought in Jacob his father, and set him before Pharaoh: and Jacob blessed Pharaoh. 

47:8  And Pharaoh said unto Jacob, How old art thou? 

47:9  And Jacob said unto Pharaoh, The days of the years of my pilgrimage are an hundred and thirty years: few and evil have the days of the years of my life been, and have not attained unto the days of the years of the life of my fathers in the days of their pilgrimage. 

47:10  And Jacob blessed Pharaoh, and went out from before Pharaoh. 

47:11  And Joseph placed his father and his brethren, and gave them a possession in the land of Egypt, in the best of the land, in the land of Rameses, as Pharaoh had commanded. 

47:12  And Joseph nourished his father, and his brethren, and all his father's household, with bread, according to their families.

Joseph arranges a meeting with five of his brethren and Pharaoh (vss.1-2).  The brethren do just as Joseph told them (vs.3 w/ Gen 46:34) and explain to Pharaoh that they are shepherds.  Pharaoh has learned what Potiphar and the keeper of the prison learned before him.  Anything Joseph touches turns to gold.  Instead of wasting this opportunity due to prejudice (Gen 46:34), Pharaoh asks for any recommendations for someone to be over his own cattle (vs.6).  

-Jacob's meeting with Pharaoh truly shows the change that had happened in Jacob's life.  He's no longer the proud young man with a sharp mind that can cheat his way into any good deal.  He's been humbled by many years and a rough life.  Here stands this 130 year-old man in front of Pharaoh with nothing more to say for himself except, "…few and evil have the days of the years of my life been…"  This is the result of someone who tries to do things his own way instead of God's way.  As Dr. Ruckman puts it, this is a picture of a second class Christian.  Instead of coming to the end of his life and saying, "Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness…" (2 Tim 4:8) like Paul, Jacob can only look back on years wasted on his own desires and plans.  Nevertheless, here he is standing before Pharaoh in the perfect will of God.  He got it right this time and did exactly what God told him to do.  As the old saying goes, "Better late than never!"

Jacob also comments that he did not attain unto the years of the life of his fathers.  Abraham lived to be 175 and Isaac was 180 when he died.  Jacob made this comment at the age of 130.  Jacob thought his day to die was just near when it really wasn't (see also Gen 45:28).  However, he did die at the age of 147, well short of his father and grandfather.

47:13  ¶And there was no bread in all the land; for the famine was very sore, so that the land of Egypt and all the land of Canaan fainted by reason of the famine. 

47:14  And Joseph gathered up all the money that was found in the land of Egypt, and in the land of Canaan, for the corn which they bought: and Joseph brought the money into Pharaoh's house. 

47:15  And when money failed in the land of Egypt, and in the land of Canaan, all the Egyptians came unto Joseph, and said, Give us bread: for why should we die in thy presence? for the money faileth. 

47:16  And Joseph said, Give your cattle; and I will give you for your cattle, if money fail. 

47:17  And they brought their cattle unto Joseph: and Joseph gave them bread in exchange for horses, and for the flocks, and for the cattle of the herds, and for the asses: and he fed them with bread for all their cattle for that year. 

47:18  When that year was ended, they came unto him the second year, and said unto him, We will not hide it from my lord, how that our money is spent; my lord also hath our herds of cattle; there is not ought left in the sight of my lord, but our bodies, and our lands: 

47:19  Wherefore shall we die before thine eyes, both we and our land? buy us and our land for bread, and we and our land will be servants unto Pharaoh: and give us seed, that we may live, and not die, that the land be not desolate. 

47:20  And Joseph bought all the land of Egypt for Pharaoh; for the Egyptians sold every man his field, because the famine prevailed over them: so the land became Pharaoh's. 

47:21  And as for the people, he removed them to cities from one end of the borders of Egypt even to the other end thereof. 

47:22  Only the land of the priests bought he not; for the priests had a portion assigned them of Pharaoh, and did eat their portion which Pharaoh gave them: wherefore they sold not their lands. 

47:23  Then Joseph said unto the people, Behold, I have bought you this day and your land for Pharaoh: lo, here is seed for you, and ye shall sow the land. 

47:24  And it shall come to pass in the increase, that ye shall give the fifth part unto Pharaoh, and four parts shall be your own, for seed of the field, and for your food, and for them of your households, and for food for your little ones. 

47:25  And they said, Thou hast saved our lives: let us find grace in the sight of my lord, and we will be Pharaoh's servants. 

47:26  And Joseph made it a law over the land of Egypt unto this day, that Pharaoh should have the fifth part; except the land of the priests only, which became not Pharaoh's.  

In the passage, we can see just how strong the promise of God to Abraham is in Genesis 12:3.  Pharaoh took care of Abraham's seed and therefore God is making Pharaoh and Egypt to be the world's superpower.  The same thing is true today with the United States.  The United States are blessed with all kinds of material goods and wealth because of their relationship with Israel.  As that relationship deteriorates, so will America!  First, Joseph collects all the money for Pharaoh (vs.14), then all the cattle (vs.17), and finally, all the land and the people (vss.20-21).  

-A forced "tithing" is put on all the people in vs.24.  The people were to give a fifth (20%) of their income to the government.  Most governments in the world today require more than this in taxes.  Notice that this excessive taxing is a mark that the people are slaves in their own land!  The priests are exempt from this tax (vs.26), as is the case with the priests of the Roman Catholic church today.  Their priests do not pay taxes to the government because they have taken a vow of poverty and therefore technically own nothing.  Well, that might be how it is on paper, but anyone who knows how the Catholic church works realizes that their vow of poverty means very little.  I've never seen a priest lacking anything.  For that matter, I've never seen a skinny priest.  Most of them are quite well fed and live in decent accommodations.  Not bad for someone who promised to live in "poverty".  

47:27  ¶And Israel dwelt in the land of Egypt, in the country of Goshen; and they had possessions therein, and grew, and multiplied exceedingly. 

47:28  And Jacob lived in the land of Egypt seventeen years: so the whole age of Jacob was an hundred forty and seven years. 

47:29  And the time drew nigh that Israel must die: and he called his son Joseph, and said unto him, If now I have found grace in thy sight, put, I pray thee, thy hand under my thigh, and deal kindly and truly with me; bury me not, I pray thee, in Egypt: 

47:30  But I will lie with my fathers, and thou shalt carry me out of Egypt, and bury me in their buryingplace. And he said, I will do as thou hast said. 

47:31  And he said, Swear unto me. And he sware unto him. And Israel bowed himself upon the bed's head. 

The act of putting a hand under the thigh was covered in the notes on Genesis 24:2.  Jacob has been living in Egypt for 17 years and he knows what kind of abominable things happen there (see Leviticus 18-20 for a list of the abominations).  He has one request and that is, "…bury me not, I pray thee, in Egypt." (vs.29)  He's seen enough of the place and doesn't want to be associated with them any more than is necessary.  He wants to be included with the men who walked with and feared the LORD, like his grandfather Abraham and his daddy Isaac (vs.30).

GENESIS 48

Genesis 48:1  ¶And it came to pass after these things, that one told Joseph, Behold, thy father is sick: and he took with him his two sons, Manasseh and Ephraim. 

48:2  And one told Jacob, and said, Behold, thy son Joseph cometh unto thee: and Israel strengthened himself, and sat upon the bed. 

48:3  And Jacob said unto Joseph, God Almighty appeared unto me at Luz in the land of Canaan, and blessed me, 

48:4  And said unto me, Behold, I will make thee fruitful, and multiply thee, and I will make of thee a multitude of people; and will give this land to thy seed after thee for an everlasting possession. 

48:5  And now thy two sons, Ephraim and Manasseh, which were born unto thee in the land of Egypt before I came unto thee into Egypt, are mine; as Reuben and Simeon, they shall be mine. 

48:6  And thy issue, which thou begettest after them, shall be thine, and shall be called after the name of their brethren in their inheritance. 

48:7  And as for me, when I came from Padan, Rachel died by me in the land of Canaan in the way, when yet there was but a little way to come unto Ephrath: and I buried her there in the way of Ephrath; the same is Bethlehem. 

48:8  ¶And Israel beheld Joseph's sons, and said, Who are these? 

48:9  And Joseph said unto his father, They are my sons, whom God hath given me in this place. And he said, Bring them, I pray thee, unto me, and I will bless them. 

48:10  Now the eyes of Israel were dim for age, so that he could not see. And he brought them near unto him; and he kissed them, and embraced them. 

48:11  And Israel said unto Joseph, I had not thought to see thy face: and, lo, God hath shewed me also thy seed. 

48:12  And Joseph brought them out from between his knees, and he bowed himself with his face to the earth. 

48:13  And Joseph took them both, Ephraim in his right hand toward Israel's left hand, and Manasseh in his left hand toward Israel's right hand, and brought them near unto him. 

48:14  And Israel stretched out his right hand, and laid it upon Ephraim's head, who was the younger, and his left hand upon Manasseh's head, guiding his hands wittingly; for Manasseh was the firstborn.

This passage begins the end of Jacob's life.  He is only a couple of hours away from death now and it's time to pass on a blessing.  If you're going to go, that's how you want to go...by being a blessing to other people!  

-Jacob claims Ephraim and Manasseh to be his own in vs.5.  The reason for this was explained in Genesis 41:51-52. In vs.6, Jacob then assures Joseph that the legacy of his sons will continue.  In vs.7, Jacob's mind begins to wander a bit.  As death approaches Jacob, it brings to mind the day his beloved died.  This was Joseph's mother, so why not consider how much she would like to be there to see her grandchildren receiving a blessing?  

-Jacob is quite blind at the ripe old age of 147, so even though he's been talking about Ephraim and Manasseh, he can't quite recognize them when they come into the room (vss.8-10).  Joseph must have been sitting down with his two grown sons standing directly in front of him.  Hence the phrase in vs.12, "And Joseph brought them out from between his knees…" 

-What transpires next in the context must have had Jacob's memory all stirred up.  As he strains to recognize the images before him, no doubt he's thinking about what happened so many years ago with his father Isaac.  A flood of regret might have come over Jacob's soul as he remembered Genesis 27.  He might have thought about how his life would have turned out if he only would have waited on God instead of taking this mother's bad advice.  At the same time, there was probably a joy in the bottom of his heart because here he is now about to bless two of his grandchildren that AREN'T trying to deceive him.  Anyone who has children knows exactly why this would be such a blessing.  I know from my own personal experience on this issue.  The last thing I want to see happen is my children grow up and do the same stupid things that I did when I was young!  To see them grow up right and worship the true God of heaven…what a joy indeed!!!

-Joseph is trying to aid his father, due to the old man's blindness, by guiding the two boys to what Joseph thought were the proper hands.  Jacob had other plans.  The passage doesn't tell us why exactly Jacob did this.  We can't say for sure if he was led by God to do this.  However, because Jacob's predictions concerning the two sons did come to pass (vs.19), then it would appear that this action was prophetical.  Having said that, that is as close as anyone can come to saying that Jacob was led by God to do this.  

-Joseph knew that the right hand represented a higher honour than the left hand (vss.13-14).  For years in certain countries, in schools, young children were taught to do everything right handed, even if they were naturally gifted with their left hand.  This had to do with the idea that the right hand was more authoritative.  If you've read your Bible at all, then you can't help but notice the emphasis that even the LORD himself puts on the right hand (Ex 15:16, 29:20, Ps 16:11, 17:7, 18:35, 20:6, 48:10, 98:1, 110:1, 118:16, Ecc 10:2, Mt 25:33).  God even writes with his right hand (Deut 33:2).  And when God gives his only begotten Son a position at his right hand (Rom 8:34), then you know there's definitely something special about that hand.

48:15  ¶And he blessed Joseph, and said, God, before whom my fathers Abraham and Isaac did walk, the God which fed me all my life long unto this day, 

48:16  The Angel which redeemed me from all evil, bless the lads; and let my name be named on them, and the name of my fathers Abraham and Isaac; and let them grow into a multitude in the midst of the earth. 

48:17  And when Joseph saw that his father laid his right hand upon the head of Ephraim, it displeased him: and he held up his father's hand, to remove it from Ephraim's head unto Manasseh's head. 

48:18  And Joseph said unto his father, Not so, my father: for this is the firstborn; put thy right hand upon his head. 

48:19  And his father refused, and said, I know it, my son, I know it: he also shall become a people, and he also shall be great: but truly his younger brother shall be greater than he, and his seed shall become a multitude of nations. 

48:20  And he blessed them that day, saying, In thee shall Israel bless, saying, God make thee as Ephraim and as Manasseh: and he set Ephraim before Manasseh. 

48:21  And Israel said unto Joseph, Behold, I die: but God shall be with you, and bring you again unto the land of your fathers. 

48:22  Moreover I have given to thee one portion above thy brethren, which I took out of the hand of the Amorite with my sword and with my bow.

By giving his blessing to Ephraim and Manasseh, Jacob is giving Joseph a double portion (vs.22).  The birthright belonged to Joseph (see 1 Chr 5:2), and therefore he deserved a double portion (Deut 21:17).  Jacob bestows the family name upon the boys.  The series of names, "Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob" is used some 32 times in the Bible.  When these names are used, a sense of authority is established since God's special blessing was passed down through these men.  

-The Angel of vs.16 is still fresh in Jacob's mind.  He'll never forget his wrestling match from ch.32.  Notice though that Jacob makes a connection between the Angel and God.  Jacob gives credit to the Angel for delivering him from all evil.  This is yet another proof that the angel of the LORD is a manifestation of God himself.  

-Joseph recognizes that Jacob's eyes aren’t the best any more and innocently tries to help his father by removing his hands from the boys' heads.  Jacob quickly points out that he had the order correct in the first place.  Isn't it just like the Lord to use Jacob in this situation?  Jacob was the younger and he was to rule over the elder.  Now Ephraim as the younger will be greater than his older brother.  Who better to make this announcement than Jacob?  

-We're told in vs.22 that Jacob had taken some things from the Amorites with his sword and his bow.  Many commentators try to make this fit into Genesis 34 when Simeon and Levi slaughtered the men of Shechem.  If you'll remember correctly, Jacob didn't approve of that (see also Gen 49:5-7).  The attack being spoken of here is something that Jacob himself takes credit for doing ("…my sword and with my bow.").  We're not told in the scriptures when Jacob took anything from the Amorites.  All we're told is that he did and this is the verse that proves that.  Commentators also try to make the "portion" of vs.22 to be a portion of land.  That idea doesn't fit the context either.  Jacob isn't promising land to anyone in vs.22.  He's giving Ephraim and Manasseh something that he took out of the HAND of the Amorites.  I don't think the Amorites were carrying around their land in their hands.  The portion is evidently a "portion of goods" as it is in Luke 15:12.

GENESIS 49

Genesis 49:1  ¶And Jacob called unto his sons, and said, Gather yourselves together, that I may tell you that which shall befall you in the last days. 

49:2  Gather yourselves together, and hear, ye sons of Jacob; and hearken unto Israel your father. 

The “last days” mentioned in vs.1 is a reference to both comings of the Lord Jesus Christ (see Heb 1:2 and Isa 2:2).  If the Jews would have received their Messiah, then Jesus could have established his earthly kingdom around the time of Acts 7.  If that would have happened, then both the 1st and 2nd Advent of Christ would have happened at the same time with no gap of 2000 years in between.  Therefore, it's very proper to refer to the 1st Coming of Christ as "last days" as it is mentioned in Hebrews 1:2.  However, because Israel rejected the Saviour, the 2nd Coming of Christ and his earthly kingdom had to wait and is still waiting.  Therefore, right before Jesus comes again, that time will be the "last days" as well (2 Tim 3:1, Jas 5:3, 2 Pet 3:3).  In the prophecies that Jacob is about to give us, he will give information that touches on both the 1st and 2nd Coming of Christ.  As we come to those verses, I will point out that information specifically.

49:3  ¶Reuben, thou art my firstborn, my might, and the beginning of my strength, the excellency of dignity, and the excellency of power: 

49:4  Unstable as water, thou shalt not excel; because thou wentest up to thy father's bed; then defiledst thou it: he went up to my couch.

Reuben is given his due honour as the firstborn in vs.3.  Reuben however was a huge disappointment to Jacob and therefore is relieved of his birthright (see 1 Chr 5:1-2).  Reuben is said to be unstable as water.  That means he's constantly changing his mind.  He can't sit still in one place.  Another way to say it would be, "blown about by the wind." (see also Eph 4:14 and Jas 1:6-8)  You couldn't depend on Reuben.  You didn't know what he might do next.  One minute he might be a sensible man trying to do something right (Gen 37:21-22).  The next minute he might be doing something foolish like sleeping with his father's concubine (Gen 35:22).  I'm sure you’ve seen a few Reubens come through your church at one time or another.  One week a person will be in church and passing out tracts.  The next week, that same person is sitting at home reading the newspaper instead of coming to church.  He's stealing instead of passing out tracts.

-Jacob tells Reuben that he won't excel.  You don't read about any great leader, whether it be king, prophet, priest, or judge coming from the tribe of Reuben.  One time in the book of Numbers, a couple of Reubenites tried to raise up and usurp the authority from Moses, but they were quickly swallowed up alive by the earth (Num 16:1,33).  

49:5  ¶Simeon and Levi are brethren; instruments of cruelty are in their habitations. 

49:6  O my soul, come not thou into their secret; unto their assembly, mine honour, be not thou united: for in their anger they slew a man, and in their selfwill they digged down a wall. 

49:7  Cursed be their anger, for it was fierce; and their wrath, for it was cruel: I will divide them in Jacob, and scatter them in Israel.

The instruments of cruelty in vs.5 are the swords that the two brothers used to massacre an entire town (Gen 34:25).  

-Jacob wants nothing to do with what his sons did in the city of Shechem (vs.6).  Jacob said that his soul should not come into their secret.  The secret is the deception that they used to cause the men of Shechem to be unaware of the upcoming attack (Gen 34:13).  

-A lot of Bible correctors have a problem with the phrase "…they digged down a wall."  The supposed problem is that there is no verse that says Simeon or Levi ever digged down a wall.  Instead of believing the Bible the way God wrote it, the "scholars" change it to say that they Simeon and Levi "maimed or houghed oxen".  That's absurd considering the fact that Genesis 34:28 says that they "took their sheep, and their oxen, and their asses…"  Why would Simeon and Levi take a bunch of animals and then maim them so that they can't walk?  That's ridiculous!  

In order to understand the phrase "they digged down a wall", you first have to understand the purpose of a wall.  A wall is for protection.  Any kind of protection could be referred to as a wall (see Prov 18:11, 25:28).  After living in a third world country where crime is quite bad (Malawi, Africa), I know and appreciate the value of a good, strong wall.  If someone wants to attack me, the first thing he has to do is somehow get around my wall.  He can climb it if he doesn't mind getting cut up pretty bad from the razor wires I have on top of it.  If he doesn't like that idea and he doesn't mind a little work, he can dig at the bottom of my wall thus making it very weak.  After digging about it, a decent amount of pressure will cause the wall to fall down.  After my wall of protection is gone, what is there to stop the thief from accomplishing his plan?  That's what Simeon and Levi did in a manner of speaking.  They made the men of Shechem think that everything was okay, thus causing them to relax.  Then after the men of Shechem went through with the circumcision and were made sore, they certainly weren't preparing for any kind of battle.  This is how the brethren "digged down the wall" of the city of Shechem.  They did away with Shechem's protection, and thus the men of Shechem weren't ready to protect or defend themselves when the attack came! 

-In vs.7 Jacob prophesies that Simeon and Levi would be scattered amongst their brethren.  Simeon received his inheritance in the midst of Judah's land (Josh 19:1).  Levi never received a specific piece of land in the book of Joshua, but was given several cities with their suburbs throughout the land of Israel (Josh 21).  

49:8  ¶Judah, thou art he whom thy brethren shall praise: thy hand shall be in the neck of thine enemies; thy father's children shall bow down before thee. 

49:9  Judah is a lion's whelp: from the prey, my son, thou art gone up: he stooped down, he couched as a lion, and as an old lion; who shall rouse him up? 

49:10  The sceptre shall not depart from Judah, nor a lawgiver from between his feet, until Shiloh come; and unto him shall the gathering of the people be. 

49:11  Binding his foal unto the vine, and his ass's colt unto the choice vine; he washed his garments in wine, and his clothes in the blood of grapes: 

49:12  His eyes shall be red with wine, and his teeth white with milk.

Jacob's first three sons weren't exactly a joy to their father.  Judah on the other hand made glad his father.  Jacob bestows the honour due unto a king to Judah in vs.8 when saying that his brothers would bow down before him.  Out of the tribe of Judah come the best kings Israel ever had; starting with David and ending with Jesus Christ, the lion of the tribe of Judah (Rev 5:5).  Jacob says that Judah is a lion's whelp at the beginning of vs.9.  A whelp is a young child of any kind of a beast.  By the end of vs.9, Judah is said to be couching as an old lion which nobody wants to disturb.  This shows the progression of the kings coming from the tribe of Judah.  The first king over Israel, which came from Judah, was David.  David was just a small version, or picture, of the Lion that will eventually rule over the entire world.  

-A sceptre is mentioned in vs.10.  A sceptre is the decorated rod that a ruler holds in his hand.  It's a sign of royalty and authority.  This authority, or kingship, will not depart from Judah until Shiloh come.  Shiloh is a man, according to the last part of the verse.  Notice the verse says, "…until Shiloh come; and unto him shall the gathering of the people be."  
Shiloh is a "him", it's a person!  Shiloh means "the Peace Maker".  This would be none other than the Lord Jesus Christ who is called the Prince of Peace in Isaiah 9:6.  So Jacob's prophecy is that the sceptre would not depart from Judah until Jesus Christ comes, and then he takes over as king for as long as he shall live…forever!  When he does become king, Israel will be gathered unto him (Eze 36:34, Mt 24:31).  Not only Israel, but the entire world will also be gathered unto him (Mt 25:32).  

-Some people have a problem with vs.10 because they think Jacob's prophecy has failed.  Some argue that when Judah went into captivity in 606 B.C., they lost their king and therefore Jacob was wrong…the sceptre did depart from Judah.  A religious system called British Israelism was started just to counteract this so called problem.  People who subscribe to the false teaching of British Israelism believe that when Nebuchadnezzar came into Jerusalem, some of Zedekiah's daughters escaped and eventually ended up on a throne in England.  They say this is how the sceptre of Judah continued.  That might be impressive research (if in fact it's true), but it blatantly contradicts the scripture.  God promised David that one of his SONS would be on the throne always IF he obeyed the LORD (2 Chr 23:3, 1 Ki 2:4).  British Israelism solves nothing.  

In order to get the verse right, let's first examine what the verse does not say.  It does not say, "There will always be a sceptre in Israel."  People see a contradiction or a failed prophecy in the verse because they DON'T READ IT PROPERLY!  The verse said nothing about Israel always having a king.  The verse said that the sceptre would never depart from Judah.  That means as long as Israel has a king, Judah would produce someone to sit on the throne.  When Israel and Judah fell into sin, they lost their crown (Lam 5:16).  At that point there was no more throne in all of Israel.  That means that Judah couldn't produce a man to sit on the throne during the time of captivity because there was NO throne to put a man on!  When Jesus Christ comes back, he will regather the Jews to their homeland and make them the chief nation over the entire earth.  At that time, he will be the Sceptre (Num 24:17) and a man of Judah will once again be sitting on the throne.  

-Verse 11 tells us about both Advents of Jesus Christ.  The first part of vs.11 is a reference to the 1st Coming of Christ, when Jesus was making his triumphant entry into Jerusalem (Mt 21:1-11).  The last part of the verse is referring to the time when Jesus Christ will stomp on his enemies until their blood reaches up unto the horses' bridles at the 2nd Coming (Rev 14:20, 19:13-15, Isa 63:2-3).

-The wine of vs.12 is a reference to the blood of grapes from vs.11 (see Deut 32:14 and Gen 40:10-11).  When Jesus comes again and treads the winepress, there will be blood around him for miles.  The reflection in his eyes will be red like wine.  

-At the end of vs.12 we have a reference to Christ's teeth.  They will be white with milk.  Milk is used in the scriptures to represent the simple things of God's word (1 Pet 2:2).  It also pictures purity (Lam 4:7).  It could be that because the Lord Jesus will be giving forth the word of God from Jerusalem in the millennium that his teeth are said to be white with milk…purity and the word of God.  That's possible if you spiritualize that part of the verse.  Don't forget though that the land which God promised to Israel is a land that flows with milk and honey.  Therefore it's very possible that when Jesus comes into that land, he will literally drink of the milk found therein.

49:13  ¶Zebulun shall dwell at the haven of the sea; and he shall be for an haven of ships; and his border shall be unto Zidon.  

Zebulun is mentioned next in our list, even though he was born as the tenth son.  Many Bible maps have the inheritance of Zebulun completely inland with no water surrounding him.  Those maps are obviously wrong according to this verse.  Zebulun was a haven of the sea.  That means on one of its borders there had to be water.  It's possible that Zebulun's land stretched unto the sea of Galilee, but it's more likely that the land of Zebulun reached unto the Mediterranean Sea.  This would be a more logical place to have a port for ships to come in; and the city of Zidon (sometimes written Sidon) is located on that coast near Tyre.

49:14  ¶Issachar is a strong ass couching down between two burdens: 

49:15  And he saw that rest was good, and the land that it was pleasant; and bowed his shoulder to bear, and became a servant unto tribute.

Issachar is likened unto an ass.  In the scriptures, an ass is a picture of a rebellious man who wants to do his own thing.  Issachar saw that rest was good and that the land was pleasant.  He had the "American dream"…the pursuit of life, love, and liberty.  He wanted to get rich and take it easy.  He'd work to do that, but the more he worked for the money, the more control the money had over him.  Before he knew it, he was a slave and had to pay money (tribute) instead of making anything.  Unfortunately, many people have gone the way of Issachar in these last days.

49:16  ¶Dan shall judge his people, as one of the tribes of Israel. 

49:17  Dan shall be a serpent by the way, an adder in the path, that biteth the horse heels, so that his rider shall fall backward. 

49:18  I have waited for thy salvation, O LORD.

Dan's prophecy looks pretty bleak.  The tribe of Dan goes bad in the book of Judges and never recovers.  From Dan springs forth judgment or punishment to his people.  Just like Nebuchadnezzar was used by God to punish the Jews, Dan will be used to punish his own people.  Many say that the antichrist will come from the tribe of Dan.  This is a possibility, especially with vs.17.  Dan is like a serpent biting heels.  That's the description given for the devil's seed in Genesis 3:15, which is the antichrist.  Verse 18 is a reference to the tribulation time as well (see Ps 123:2-4, 130:5-8, Isa 25:9, Lam 3:25-26, Mic 7:5-7).  I won't go as far as to say that there's no doubt about the antichrist coming from the tribe of Dan.  We know that the antichrist will be at least part Jewish (Eze 21:25), but his tribe I'm not 100% sure about.

49:19  ¶Gad, a troop shall overcome him: but he shall overcome at the last. 

49:20  ¶Out of Asher his bread shall be fat, and he shall yield royal dainties. 

49:21  ¶Naphtali is a hind let loose: he giveth goodly words.

There is not a lot that can be said about these three brothers from the verses printed above.  According to Jacob, Gad will have some hard times, but he'll be alright in the end.  We're not told who the troop is that will overcome him.  And we don’t know exactly what time period "the last" is a reference to.  We know that by the time of the millennium, they will have overcome.  However to prove that from vs.19 is impossible.

-Asher will yield royal dainties according to his father's prophecy.  From what we can see in the scripture, dainties are never mentioned in a good context (see Job 33:20, Ps 141:4, Prov 23:3, 23:6, Rev 18:14).  If something is dainty, then is it pleasant to the eye or taste.  In the scripture, it's always used in reference to food.  You can also see from the cross references given, that dainty meat is often used to deceive someone.  Asher is a prosperous tribe.  That can be seen from vs.20 and also Deuteronomy 33:24-25.  We never read about anyone from the tribe of Asher using these royal dainties to deceive anyone.  For that matter, we never read about them yielding anything!  Even though the scripture is quiet on this matter, there's no need to doubt the authority of the verse.  Either Asher fulfilled the verse in the course of history and we simply don't have the record of that in the written word of God…or…the verse will be fulfilled in the future, quite possibly the millennium.  Asher could very well be the tribe that produces the food for Jesus Christ to eat after he comes back.  Maybe that's why they're called "royal" dainties.

-Naphtali is said to be a hind let loose.  When we read about hinds in the Bible, we often read about them being in the field (Song 2:7, 3:5, Jer 14:5).  This would indicate that hinds are meant to be bound.  It would appear then that Naphtali is a tribe that was in captivity or controlled by someone else and then was later set free.  This would be the case if the verse applies to the captivity of 2 Kings 17.  However, here again we don't have a lot information to work with.  Therefore it's difficult to get the context right as far as where these events fit into history.  

Naphtali is also said to offer goodly words.  This could quite possibly be a reference to the time when Jesus Christ came to the earth and appeared to those that sat in darkness.  According to Matthew 4:15-16, "The land of Zabulon, and the land of Nephthalim, by the way of the sea, beyond Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles; the people which sat in darkness saw great light; and to them which sat in the region and the shadow of death light is sprung up."  Although we don't have exactly what was said by the tribe of Napthali at that time, it would most certainly be the perfect time to give goodly words.  

49:22  ¶Joseph is a fruitful bough, even a fruitful bough by a well; whose branches run over the wall: 

49:23  The archers have sorely grieved him, and shot at him, and hated him: 

49:24  But his bow abode in strength, and the arms of his hands were made strong by the hands of the mighty God of Jacob; (from thence is the shepherd, the stone of Israel:) 

49:25  Even by the God of thy father, who shall help thee; and by the Almighty, who shall bless thee with blessings of heaven above, blessings of the deep that lieth under, blessings of the breasts, and of the womb: 

49:26  The blessings of thy father have prevailed above the blessings of my progenitors unto the utmost bound of the everlasting hills: they shall be on the head of Joseph, and on the crown of the head of him that was separate from his brethren.

Joseph is a fruitful man.  Anyone who will take a beating like Joseph did and continue waiting on the LORD the whole way throughout without getting bitter is someone who can run over the walls with fruit (vs.22).  Many Christians would do well to study, learn from, and follow in the footsteps of Joseph when it comes to serving God.

-The archers of vs.23 are obviously a reference to Joseph's brothers.  However, there is a deeper doctrinal application that can be found here.  In Revelation 6:2, we read about the antichrist riding on a white horse with a bow in his hand.  That would make him an archer.  Oddly enough, Joseph's name is mentioned in Revelation 7 as one of the 12 tribes.  Therefore, vs.23 seems to be pointing to the time of tribulation when the antichrist will sorely grieve, shoot at, and hate the Jew.  The hatred and persecution that happened to Joseph as an individual in the book of Genesis will be repeated by the antichrist in the tribulation time.

-In vs.24, we see that Joseph's bow abode in strength and that God supported him throughout his time of hardships.  Again, the same could be said of the Jew in the tribulation.  God will raise up some Israelites that will do exploits, according to Daniel 11:32.  The end part of that verse says, "…but the people that do know their God shall be strong, and do exploits."  That means they'll be doing heroic and brave deeds in the time of tribulation.  They'll fight back against the antichrist in various ways.  Notice that Jacob said that Joseph had a bow in vs.24.  When did the individual man Joseph ever have a bow?  We never read about that in the scripture.  The deeper doctrinal application clearly points towards those Jews in the tribulation fighting back and doing their exploits.  

At the end of vs.24, we have a reference to both comings of Christ.  From the mighty God of Jacob comes the shepherd (1st Coming) and the stone (2nd Coming).  

-The blessings that are promised to Joseph in vss.25-26 were partially fulfilled in the Old Testament but will be completely fulfilled the millennium.  A similar blessing is passed on to Joseph's children in Deuteronomy 33:13-17.  

The word crown is used for the first time in the Bible in vs.26.  

49:27  ¶Benjamin shall ravin as a wolf: in the morning he shall devour the prey, and at night he shall divide the spoil.

If anyone needs verification of Jacob's words about Benjamin, they can read Judges 20 where 26,000 Benjamites take on all the other tribes of Israel in battle.  Benjamin was a group of tough and rugged men whose fighting tactics were vicious.  They got want they wanted and they did it by force.  Benjamin's strength was also valuable when it came to protection.  Moses said about Benjamin in Deuteronomy 33:12, "The beloved of the LORD shall dwell in the safety by him…" So if God wanted to protect someone, he could put them near the Benjamites and then that tribe would provide the necessary protection.

49:28  ¶All these are the twelve tribes of Israel: and this is it that their father spake unto them, and blessed them; every one according to his blessing he blessed them. 

49:29  And he charged them, and said unto them, I am to be gathered unto my people: bury me with my fathers in the cave that is in the field of Ephron the Hittite, 

49:30  In the cave that is in the field of Machpelah, which is before Mamre, in the land of Canaan, which Abraham bought with the field of Ephron the Hittite for a possession of a buryingplace. 

49:31  There they buried Abraham and Sarah his wife; there they buried Isaac and Rebekah his wife; and there I buried Leah. 

49:32  The purchase of the field and of the cave that is therein was from the children of Heth. 

49:33  And when Jacob had made an end of commanding his sons, he gathered up his feet into the bed, and yielded up the ghost, and was gathered unto his people.

Jacob is now ready to die and gives instructions for his funeral.  This is a common practice in any culture.  Jacob wants to be recognized as a follower of Abraham and Isaac.  That's pretty good company to be associated with.  

-In vs.31 we have our only mention about the death and burial of Leah.  Leah never made it to Egypt with the rest of Jacob's family.  

-Jacob's "gathering unto his people" is discussed in the notes on Genesis 25:1-10.  

GENESIS 50
Genesis 50:1  ¶And Joseph fell upon his father's face, and wept upon him, and kissed him. 

50:2  And Joseph commanded his servants the physicians to embalm his father: and the physicians embalmed Israel. 

50:3  And forty days were fulfilled for him; for so are fulfilled the days of those which are embalmed: and the Egyptians mourned for him threescore and ten days. 

50:4  And when the days of his mourning were past, Joseph spake unto the house of Pharaoh, saying, If now I have found grace in your eyes, speak, I pray you, in the ears of Pharaoh, saying, 

50:5  My father made me swear, saying, Lo, I die: in my grave which I have digged for me in the land of Canaan, there shalt thou bury me. Now therefore let me go up, I pray thee, and bury my father, and I will come again. 

50:6  And Pharaoh said, Go up, and bury thy father, according as he made thee swear.

50:7  ¶And Joseph went up to bury his father: and with him went up all the servants of Pharaoh, the elders of his house, and all the elders of the land of Egypt, 

50:8  And all the house of Joseph, and his brethren, and his father's house: only their little ones, and their flocks, and their herds, they left in the land of Goshen. 

50:9  And there went up with him both chariots and horsemen: and it was a very great company. 

50:10  And they came to the threshingfloor of Atad, which is beyond Jordan, and there they mourned with a great and very sore lamentation: and he made a mourning for his father seven days. 

50:11  And when the inhabitants of the land, the Canaanites, saw the mourning in the floor of Atad, they said, This is a grievous mourning to the Egyptians: wherefore the name of it was called Abelmizraim, which is beyond Jordan. 

50:12  And his sons did unto him according as he commanded them: 

50:13  For his sons carried him into the land of Canaan, and buried him in the cave of the field of Machpelah, which Abraham bought with the field for a possession of a buryingplace of Ephron the Hittite, before Mamre. 

50:14  ¶And Joseph returned into Egypt, he, and his brethren, and all that went up with him to bury his father, after he had buried his father.

Verse 2 gives us the first mention in the Bible about embalming people.  Several other countries in the world today use this procedure when burying their dead.  However, in the days of Jacob and Joseph, embalming was exclusively an Egyptian practice.  

-The rest of the passage is self explanatory and needs little explanation.  Joseph is allowed by Pharaoh to carry out his father's dying wishes.  A great train of people proceed to the land of Canaan for one of the largest funeral processions in history.  

50:15  ¶And when Joseph's brethren saw that their father was dead, they said, Joseph will peradventure hate us, and will certainly requite us all the evil which we did unto him. 

50:16  And they sent a messenger unto Joseph, saying, Thy father did command before he died, saying, 

50:17  So shall ye say unto Joseph, Forgive, I pray thee now, the trespass of thy brethren, and their sin; for they did unto thee evil: and now, we pray thee, forgive the trespass of the servants of the God of thy father. And Joseph wept when they spake unto him. 

50:18  And his brethren also went and fell down before his face; and they said, Behold, we be thy servants. 

50:19  And Joseph said unto them, Fear not: for am I in the place of God? 

50:20  But as for you, ye thought evil against me; but God meant it unto good, to bring to pass, as it is this day, to save much people alive. 

50:21  Now therefore fear ye not: I will nourish you, and your little ones. And he comforted them, and spake kindly unto them.

50:22  ¶And Joseph dwelt in Egypt, he, and his father's house: and Joseph lived an hundred and ten years. 

50:23  And Joseph saw Ephraim's children of the third generation: the children also of Machir the son of Manasseh were brought up upon Joseph's knees. 

50:24  And Joseph said unto his brethren, I die: and God will surely visit you, and bring you out of this land unto the land which he sware to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob. 

50:25  And Joseph took an oath of the children of Israel, saying, God will surely visit you, and ye shall carry up my bones from hence. 

50:26  So Joseph died, being an hundred and ten years old: and they embalmed him, and he was put in a coffin in Egypt.

The brethren of Joseph realized that there still might be some hard feelings towards them (vs.15).  These brothers don't have a great reputation when it comes to the truth.  It's impossible to know if the words of vs.17 were the product of the brethren's imagination or if it was truly a dying wish made by Jacob.  We don't have any other record of these words in the scripture.  Furthermore, it's very "convenient" that this statement comes out after Jacob was dead.  Why didn't Jacob make this known while he was still alive?  Regardless of where this statement came from, Joseph has already forgiven his brethren and therefore reacts with compassion towards their plea for mercy.  Herein, Joseph offers an excellent example to every born again believer of Ephesians 4:32.

-Joseph responds to his brethren with the perfect attitude concerning the whole situation.  Instead of holding a grudge and trying to recompense their evil, he instead gives God all the credit for allowing things to happen the way they did (vs.20).  This is arguably one of the greatest examples of Romans 8:28 in the Bible.

-Ever since chapter 46, the focus of the writings have been on Jacob.  Now that Jacob has passed away, the spotlight is again on Joseph.  Here also, we see some great similarities between Joseph and Christ.

(vs.17) Joseph wept… (Jn 11:35) Jesus wept.

(vs.17) Ask for forgiveness from Joseph… (Acts 13:38) Forgiveness found in Jesus Christ.

(vs.19) Joseph told them, "Fear not."… (Lk 12:32) Jesus told disciples, "Fear not."

(vs.20) Joseph's trouble part of God's plan… (Acts 2:23) Jesus' death was God's plan.

(vs.20) Joseph saved much people… (Heb 7:25) Jesus saves all that will receive him.

(vs.21) Joseph comforts his brethren… (Jn 14:18) Jesus promises comfort.

(vs.22) Joseph not to be left in Egypt… (Acts 1:9) Jesus not left in this world.

-The book of Genesis ends on a very different note compared to how it began.  The book began with God and ends with a coffin.  The book began with life coming into the world.  The book ends with death.  This is forever the pattern of things until the end of time.  Things don't get better, they get worse.  Things don't evolve into a higher form.  Everything breaks down until it's nothing but junk.  We started in a garden surrounded by perfection.  We end up in a hole in the ground surrounded by worms.  

-Joseph's request is that his bones not be left in Egypt.  As I've mentioned above, this typifies the resurrection of Christ in that not one bone of Christ's body can be found in this world.  As a saved person, you have the same hope that Joseph has.  You know that one of these days, whether you're alive or rotting away in your grave, you'll hear a trumpet sound and that will be your last "twinkle" of time in this world (1 Cor 15:51-52, 1 Thes 4:16-17).  

-The arrangement of the books of the Bible is an amazing thing.  In Genesis, we see that man is stuck in a coffin.  He's dead.  In Exodus, we see the redemption of God and his power to bring the enslaved people of Israel out of their bondage.  In Leviticus, we read about the various forms of worship, feasts, and sacrifices that need to be made.  In Numbers, we read about the children of Israel wandering in the wilderness.  In Deuteronomy, we see that Moses wasn't able to bring them into the promised land.  In Joshua, Israel finally enters their land and receives their inheritance.

This same pattern is repeated in every saved man's life.  After we come into this world, we eventually fall into sin.  That leaves us dead in trespasses and sins (Eph 2:1).  When we received the Lord Jesus Christ to be our personal Saviour, he brought us up out of our bondage and covered us in the blood of the Lamb (Rom 6:17-18, Heb 9:14).  After we got saved, we were given specific instructions as to how we should serve and worship the Lord.  The entire Christian life is a long walk with God on our way to the promised land (heaven).  We know that the law (Moses) could not bring us in or make us perfect (Gal 3:3, Heb 7:19).  Finally, when Jesus comes again (Joshua), he'll lead us into the promised land (Jn 10:9) and we'll receive our inheritance (Col 3:24).  

-As we finish the book of Genesis, let us follow in the footsteps of Joseph.  Whether in life or in death, let's not forget that God is still in control and that for a Christian, the coffin is not our final end.  Our prayer has already been answered.  We know that our bones will not be left here in Egypt.  So now our prayer is that of the apostle John, "Even so, come, Lord Jesus."
THE END






