THE EPISTLE OF PAUL THE APOSTLE 

TO THE

GALATIANS

Introduction:  The Epistle (Letter) to the Galatians was written by Paul the Apostle.  The book has 6 chapters, 149 verses, and 3,098 words.  The date of the writing of the book is between 51-58 A.D.  From the doctrinal material in the book, it is safe to say that it was written after Acts 15:1-11, the council at Jerusalem.  Acts 15 took place in 51 A.D.  

Galatia was a province of the Roman Empire – organized in 25 B.C. – which included Antioch, Iconium, Lystra, and Derbe.  Paul visited these places on his first missionary journey in Acts 13-14.  

The book of Romans proves that a man is justified by faith IN salvation without works.  The book of Galatians proves that a man is KEPT saved without works based on being justified by faith.  

Three Important Things to Notice in Galatians:

1. There is not ONE particular church addressed in the letter.  It simply says, “…unto the churches of Galatia.” (see 1:2)

2. Paul does not call the receivers of the letter “saints.”  Therefore, some of the verses seem to be direct statements to lost people (see 5:4).  This proves that a person can be a member of a church (in this case a “church of Galatia”) and still be a lost person.

3. Paul wrote this letter with his own hand (see 6:11).  In other letters (Romans, Corinthians, Colossians, etc.), Paul had “a writer” do the actual hand writing for him and he signed a “salutation.” (1 Cor. 16:21; Col. 4:18; 2 Thess. 3:17)           

Chapter 1

v.1) The word “apostle” means “a sent one.”  There are NO apostles today (Rev. 2:2).  The apostles were men that were “hand chosen” by Jesus Christ Himself.  They were ALL Jewish.  To qualify as an apostle, a man had to SEE the risen Lord Jesus Christ with his own eyes (1 Cor. 9:1; 1 John 1:1).  Paul was not saved when Jesus Christ was walking the earth, but he saw the risen Lord on the road to Damascus when he was saved (Acts 9:1-9).  The sight of the Lord left Paul blinded for three days.  This is when Paul was “hand chosen” as an Apostle (Acts 9:15).  The closest thing to an apostle (sent one) in the modern day is a missionary that is sent by his local church to a place far away from his home to preach the gospel and start churches.  Paul and Barnabas were sent out this way from the church at Antioch in Acts 13:1-13.  But Paul was different from the modern missionary because he had the “signs” of a Jewish Apostle.  That is the main difference between a modern missionary and a Jewish Apostle.  

*The phrase “not of men” is a reference to the fact that Paul’s instruction came directly from Jesus Christ (Gal. 1:11-12).  No man taught Paul about the NT Gospel of the grace of God (Acts 20:24).  Jesus Christ revealed it to Paul.  This probably happened when Paul was by himself in the desert of Arabia for three years (Gal. 1:17-18).  Therefore, Paul called the NT Church Age Gospel, “my gospel” (Rom. 2:16).  It is located in 1 Cor. 15:1-4.

v.2) This letter is to all the churches in Galatia.

vv.3-4) It is true that Christ’s death on the cross saves us from hell, but His death also saves us from “this present evil world.”  Now we as Christians can have victory over this wicked world system (1 John 5:4; Rom. 8:37).

vv.6-7) Some of these people in Galatia were believing a different gospel than the one that Paul had preached to them.  But Paul said that any other gospel is NOT a gospel.  That is why he said, “Which is not another…”  A false gospel is not good news because it damns a man.  A false gospel is heresy and cannot properly be called “a Gospel” at all.    

*The main gathering in the NT was to decide this matter, “What is the Gospel for the New Testament?”  This gathering was in Acts 15:1-11.  The question was, “Does a man have to DO something to be saved or keep himself saved?”  The answer was “NO, salvation is through alone.”  (Acts 15:8-11).

vv.8-9) Anyone that preaches a different gospel in the Church Age than the Gospel preached by Paul is accursed.  You must rightly divide the word of truth because there are different gospels in the Bible for different time periods.  However, there is only one, true Gospel in the Church Age.  The true one is Paul’s Gospel.  What are some of the other Gospels in the Bible?

1. The Gospel of the Kingdom (Matt. 4:23; Mark 1:14).  This was the Gospel that was preached by Jesus Christ Himself, but Jesus Christ was not living and preaching in the NT Church Age.  The NT began doctrinally at His death (Heb. 9:15-17).  Jesus Christ was preaching, like John the Baptist, to prepare the Jewish people for a Jewish Kingdom to come on earth.  This is why it is called, “the Gospel of the Kingdom.”  

*The message of this Gospel was simple.  “Prepare for the King of the Jews and for the Kingdom of Heaven to come on earth.” (Matt. 3:1-3; Mark 1:2-4)  This gospel announced the coming Jewish Kingdom and the King, Jesus Christ.  John the Baptist was the special man called by God to start preaching this Gospel and John had a special baptism called “the baptism of repentance.  Then Jesus started His earthly ministry and He preached the Gospel of the Kingdom.  Finally, the Lord called the 12 apostles and they preached the Gospel of the Kingdom (Matt. 10:5-7).

*The Jewish leaders and nation rejected this Gospel.  The Jews rejected their King and refused to allow Him to bring in the Kingdom.  This kingdom will come in the future in the Millennium.  Therefore, this Gospel of the Kingdom will be preached again in the future (in the tribulation) before Jesus Christ comes the second time.  THIS GOSPEL IS NOT FOR THE NT CHURCH AGE AND SHOULD NOT BE PREACHED TODAY.  Paul made it clear in Galatians chapter 1 that if any man preaches this gospel during the church age, then he is accursed.

2. The Everlasting Gospel (Rev. 14:6-7).  This gospel will also be preached in the future, tribulation period.  It is not Jewish, as the verses clearly state, “…to every nation, and kindred, and tongue, and people.”  It is for Gentiles living during the tribulation.  It is a mixture of faith and works (“Fear God, and give glory to him…worship him that made heaven, and earth…”).  

*Notice that this angel is not said to be “accursed” for preaching this gospel.  But this gospel is obviously different than Paul’s Gospel (1 Cor. 15:1-4).  The reason the angel is not accursed is because he is not preaching this different gospel DURING the church age.  Paul’s Gospel is the plan of salvation for the NT Church Age.  This is the key to understanding how to rightly divide the word of truth.  When you read something in the Bible you must first recognize WHERE it applies doctrinally.  For example, Exodus 20 (the Ten Commandments) applies to an OT Jew living during the OT under the OT Law.  A Seventh Day Adventist preaching the Ten Commandments as the way of salvation in the Church Age is “accursed” according to Gal. 1.   

*The Everlasting Gospel applies to a Gentile living during the tribulation.   

*For a person living during the NT Church Age, the plan of salvation is Paul’s Gospel.  Any other gospel that is preached during this time period is a false gospel and the preacher of a false gospel is accursed.  

v.10) If you compare this verse with what Paul said in Romans 15:1-3, then there seems to be a contradiction.  However, Paul is talking about two different things in the two different passages.  He spoke of his “preaching” in Galatians 1 and referred to daily life in Romans 15.  In other words, the preaching of a man should be to please God, not men, but in your daily life you should try not to offend people.  When a man preaches the way God wants him to preach, then it does not matter who gets offended.  A preacher that is trying to please men will not please God in his preaching.  Preaching is not ALWAYS intended to make a man happy, but to accomplish a greater purpose (Isaiah 55:11).  But in your daily life, you should be careful not to offend someone that needs to get closer to God and cause them to stumble (Rom. 14:21; 1 Cor. 8:12-13).    

vv.11-12) Jesus Christ directly revealed the Gospel of 1 Corinthians 15 to Paul.  No man taught him this Gospel.  When did this happen in Paul’s life?  It was probably when he spent three years alone in the desert of Arabia (see vv.17-18).  

*Moses was alone on the backside of the desert when God made a special appearance to him (Ex. 3:1-2).

*John the Baptist was alone in the desert while God was preparing him to preach the message of the coming King (Luke 1:80; Matt. 3:1).

v.13) The Old English word “conversation” did not mean the way you “talk,” but the way you “live.”  In 1 Peter 3:2, “conversation” is something that a person can “behold” or “look at.”  It is not just the words you speak.  In 1 Timothy 4:12, “conversation” is listed separately from “word.”  In other words, your “conversation” is your “manner of living,” not just your words.

*The word “religion” does not mean salvation.  It means, “what a man does in practical conduct to show his belief (see Acts 26:5; James 1:26-27).  Therefore, “religion” is works, not SALVATION!  

*In religion, a man tries to justify himself.  Salvation is what God gives to a man that sees he cannot justify himself.  

*The “church of God” in this verse refers to the Body of Christ (all saved people from Pentecost to the Rapture both living and dead).  See. 1 Cor. 10:32; 1 Cor. 12:13.  Some people teach that the Body of Christ started with Paul, but Paul said that he was persecuting that Body.  Therefore, that Body (the Church) existed before Paul was saved (Acts 9:4-5; Rom.16:7)!

v.14) Saul was torturing and imprisoning Christians (Acts 8:3; Acts 26:10-11).

vv.15-16) Some people teach that verse 15 is saying that Paul was “called” by God from his birth or even before his birth.  However, the separation from his mother’s womb (physical birth) is not the same as his calling.  These two events are totally separate and the fact that they are both mentioned in the same verse does not mean that they are the same event.  Paul’s calling took place in Acts chapter 9 when he changed his mind about the Son of God.  This was obviously not the same time that Paul was born physically.  

*God can only “reveal His Son” in a man (Col. 1:27) after that man has believed on Him.  This revelation begins in “the heart” of a man that is born again by faith in Jesus Christ (2 Corinth. 4:6).  It cannot begin anywhere else.

*”Flesh and blood” is a reference to human beings.  By this time, Jesus Christ was glorified and was no longer “flesh and blood,” but “flesh and bones” (Luke 24:39).  Therefore, Paul received revelation from the One that is “flesh and bones,” not “flesh and blood” (1 Cor. 15:50).

v.17) Mt. Sinai is in Arabia.  This is the same mountain on which Moses received the Ten Commandments.  Moses was on this mountain for 40 days and nights.  Elijah was there 40 days and nights and Jesus Christ was there 40 days and nights.  Paul on this same mountain probably received the Gospel of the grace of God.  

*Paul’s trip to Damascus is in Acts 9:19,27.

v.18) Paul learned a lot about the earthly ministry of Jesus Christ from Simon Peter.  Paul never met Jesus Christ “in the flesh” on this earth.  His first meeting with Jesus Christ was on the road to Damascus when he was converted.  But Paul learned about Jesus Christ “after the flesh” from Simon Peter and the other apostles (2 Corinth. 5:16).

v.19) The fact that James was the Lord’s brother disproves the Roman Catholic teaching that Mary remained a virgin her entire life.  The Catholic Church teaches that James was only the Lord’s “cousin” (see Psalm 69:8-9; Matt. 13:55).  The Lord can say the word “cousin” when He means “cousin” (Luke 1:36)  Christ’s other brothers did not believe on Him, (John 7:5) but James did believe on Him (1 Cor. 15:7).  Christ only appeared to believers after the resurrection.  

*The Scofield Reference Bible is an excellent study Bible, but Bro. Scofield made a rare mistake in dealing with “James,” the Lord’s brother.  In his note on Matthew 4:21, Scofield says that James was the Lord’s cousin.  

v.20) Paul was an orthodox Jew and to confirm what he has said about his revelation of the Gospel, he binds himself with an oath.  No orthodox Jew would think of swearing a false oath (Num. 30:2).  

vv.21-22) This is recorded in Acts 9:29-30.  Paul went from Tarsus of Cilicia to Antioch, Syria and started churches.  He greeted these churches by letter  in Acts 15:23 and went back to teach them some more in Acts 15:41.  

*The churches of Judea (Acts9:31) did not meet Paul “by face” (face-to-face) until Acts 15 because he was going out and coming in from Jerusalem (Acts 9:28).

vv.23-24) This is one of the greatest proofs that NT Christianity is real, the Bible is true, and Jesus Christ is the only Saviour:  THERE ARE WICKED MEN THAT ARE TOTALLY CHANGED BY THE GOSPEL AND THE NEW BIRTH (2 Corinth. 5:17).

Chapter 2
v.1) This trip to Jerusalem is the one recorded in Acts 15:1-11.  It is called by many, “The Council of Jerusalem,” and the meeting was for the purpose of discussing HOW a Gentile is saved during the Church Age.  The conclusion was that works have nothing to do with your salvation, but works are only related to your testimony.

*Paul took a Gentile convert, Titus, with him.  

v.2) Paul met with Peter, James, and John privately to be sure that they received the same revelation about the Gospel that he received.  They were in 100% agreement which is clear from Simon Peter’s conclusion in Acts 15:11.  

v.3) Titus was an uncircumcised Gentile, but he did not need to be circumcised in the NT Age of Grace.  Paul and the other apostles realized that circumcision no longer had anything to do with being saved or staying saved.  Therefore, they did not try to persuade Titus to get circumcised.

v.4) Acts 15:5 – The “brethren” that tried to put pressure on Titus were not true believers.  They were “false brethren” that crept into local assemblies.  

v.5) The Galatians were 100% Gentile.  Therefore, if Paul would have given in to the "false brethren" and forced Titus to be circumcised, then it would have confused the Galatians.  They would have thought that circumcision and the OT law were connected to salvation.  For this reason, Paul stood his ground and did not give in an inch.  

*The case of Timothy being circumcised in Acts 16:1-3 is totally different.  Timothy had a Jewish mother and a Gentile father.  Paul knew that Timothy needed to be circumcised as a testimony to the lost Jews in the surrounding area.  The Galatians were not Jewish at all, so it is a totally different situation.        

v.6) Paul was not impressed with anyone at this meeting.  He was not “a respecter of persons.”  God is not a “respecter of persons” (2 Sam. 14:14).  Christians should learn to treat a common man on the street the same as he would treat the president (James 2:1-4).  Paul said that the men in Acts 15:5-6, “added nothing to him.”  He had more revelation than the “false brethren,” and he had just as much revelation on things as Peter, James, and John.  

v.7-8) This verse is not talking about two different gospels being preached during the Church Age.  This is clear if we compare such verses as Acts 15:11 and Galatians 1:8-9.  It is the same gospel being preached to two different groups.  Paul (Rom. 11:13) and Barnabas had been ministering to “the uncircumcision,” Gentiles.  Peter and other apostles had been ministering to “the circumcision,” Jews, in Jerusalem.  The conclusion was that these men should continue this method with their primary audiences remaining the same.  It did not mean that they never ministered outside of these boundaries, but it does mean that “for the most part” they remained within these limits.

*There is a “shift” in the book of Acts at this point in chapter 15.  The main emphasis goes from Simon Peter to the Apostle Paul.  That is the reason for the modern phrase, “Robbing Peter to pay Paul.” 

v.9) The local people of Jerusalem saw Peter, James, and John as “pillars” of the local church, but Paul treated them as equals.  He shook hands with them as you would with any normal man.

*“Cephas” is Peter’s name in Aramaic (Syriac).  In the original language of the NT, Greek, the words “rock” and “Peter” are NOT the same.  That is why the RCC says the book of Matthew was written in Syriac.  In Syriac, the name Peter means “a rock.”  The RCC teaches that Simon Peter is “the Rock” of Matthew 16:18 that Christ built the church upon.  This is a heresy.  Christ is that Rock (1 Cor. 10:4; 1 Peter 2:6-8).  

*One problem with the RCC teaching of Simon Peter being the first pope is the fact that he was married.  Matthew 8:14 says that Peter had a mother-in-law.  

*Paul uses the word “heathen” for “Gentiles.”  Any unsaved Gentile is a heathen.  It does not matter if the man lives in a highly developed country and is wealthy; if he is not saved then he is a heathen.      

v.10) Paul kept his promise to help the “poor saints” (Acts 11:29,30; Rom. 15:25-26).

v.11) Paul had to rebuke Peter for his behaviour (vv. 12-14).  The RCC teaching that Simon Peter was the first pope comes into question again.  Why would Paul need to rebuke “the first pope?”  The RCC teaches that Peter was “the Vicar of Christ,” the representative of Christ on earth.  If there were such an office as “Pope” and if Simon Peter held this office, then he would have been the one rebuking Paul.  The RCC teaches that the “Pope is infallible.”  This cannot apply to Peter in the situation mentioned in this chapter.  Of course, the Bible never mentions a position or office in the church that can be compared to the RCC’s “Pope.”

v.12) Peter refused to fellowship with Gentiles when Jews were around (Acts 11:1-4).  This was due to the fact that other Jews harassed him about it. It was not because he believed that he was still under the law doctrinally.  He knew that he could eat with Gentiles and not be defiled because of the vision he saw in Acts 10:9-22.  He also knew that a man did not have to keep the OT law to be saved.

v.13) Simon Peter was not the only one behaving this way.  Other Jews were also acting like they were still under the law, and not under grace.  Peter was not preaching the law for salvation, but his practical, daily life did not match his preaching.

*The words “dissemble” and “dissimulation” refer to a fraud, a fake, or hypocrisy.

v.14) Paul wanted to know why Peter was requiring Gentiles to live like Jews when Peter, a Jew, was fellowshipping with Gentiles.  This is a perfect example of a hypocrite that says one thing and then does the exact opposite.  There is a lot of this type of thing in modern Christianity.

v.15) This is the OT use of the word “sinner.”  In the OT, a Gentiles was a sinner and Jews were God’s people.  However, in the NT, everyone is a “sinner” (Rom. 3:10,23).     

v.16) The verse is very clear and needs little explanation.  A man that does not know how to “rightly divide” (2 Tim. 2:15) the word of truth has a problem when comparing this verse with James 2:21.  There appears to be an error or a contradiction in the Bible.  This supposed error disappears if the student “rightly divides” the word of God.  

*The book of James is written to twelve, scattered tribes of Israel (James 1:1).  It contains doctrine for the future time of tribulation.  That is a Jewish tribulation period called “Jacob’s trouble” in Jeremiah 30:7.  Galatians is a Church Age book written by Paul, the Apostle of the Gentiles (Rom. 11:13).  We are Gentiles living in the Church Age and we cannot be justified by keeping the OT law or by doing works of any kind.  We are justified by faith in the finished work of Jesus Christ (Rom. 3:28).  Abraham lived before the law was given to Israel in Exodus 20.  Therefore, his justification came when he obeyed God in Genesis 22 by being willing to sacrifice his son, Isaac.  He was not justified by keeping the law of Moses or by keeping the Sabbath.  There was no law of Moses in Abraham’s day and the Sabbath was not even known until God revealed it to Moses on Mount Sinai in Exodus 20 (Neh. 9:13-14).  It is essential to “rightly divide the word of truth.”  Abraham was saved like any man is saved, that is, by doing what God commanded him to do in the dispensation in which he lived.  Today, a man must trust Jesus Christ and His payment on the cross to save his soul from hell (Acts 16:30-31).

*The word “justification” means “to be judicially declared righteous and thereby free from guilt and punishment.”

v.17) The fact that we are declared to be righteous through Jesus Christ does not mean it is His fault when we sin.  It is our own fault when we sin.

v.18) Paul was no longer under the law.  But he realized that if he put himself back under the law, then he would be sinning.

v.19) Rom. 7:4

v.20) Every Christian has three lives:  I). Dead with Christ, II). Buried with Christ, III). Risen with Christ.  The crucified life is the life we should live daily.  In order to live this life each day, we must live by faith.  Romans chapter six has a lot of information on this subject and we must believe that we are dead, buried, and risen again with Jesus Christ (Col. 2:6).

v.21) If there was any other way for man to be justified, then Jesus Christ would not have died.  His death meant nothing if it was not the only way to make eternal life and eternal forgiveness available to man.  There is an OT picture of God the Father looking for a way to deliver Jesus Christ from the necessity of suffering for sins.  It is in the story of King Darius passing the night fasting and worrying while Daniel was in the lion’s den (Dan. 6:18-20).  No deliverance was found for Daniel.  He had to go through the lion’s den and come out in the morning.  This is a picture of Christ not being delivered from the death of the cross.  

Chapter 3
*The chapter starts with six questions that relate to the Galatians falling away from the original truth they had received.  That truth being that Jesus Christ saves you and He keeps you saved.  

v.1) These Galatians had received the Gospel of Jesus Christ properly, but then they started to go back under a system of “works.”  They were already saved, but someone was “tricking” them into believing that works of the flesh “KEEP” a person saved (see v.3).

*The phrase about Christ being “set forth, crucified among them” can be explained by the fact that Paul’s testimony and preaching bore witness to the crucifixion (2 Cor. 4:10; Gal. 2:20; Phil. 1:21).

*The English word “bewitched” carries with it the idea of being deceived or tricked.  This is the only time this word is used in any of Paul’s Epistles.  

*The corrupt English Bibles remove the phrase, “…that ye should not obey the truth…” from the verse.  Why would the Holy Spirit lead anyone to remove such a phrase?  Who is it that wants to keep people from obeying the truth?  This cannot be the leading of the Holy Spirit, but the leading of an unclean spirit.

v.2) The question is simple, “How did you receive the Holy Spirit?”  The answer is also simple and it is found in verse 14, “…that we might receive the promise of the Spirit through faith.”  Perhaps the clearest verse in Paul’s Epistles on the subject of receiving the Holy Spirit is Ephesians 1:13.  

*Notice: Paul did not say that a person receives the Spirit of God by “the laying on of hands” or “by the initial evidence of speaking in tongues” or “by water baptism.”  The NT Church Age books (Romans-Philemon) are very different than the modern Pentecostal/Charismatic movement.

v.3) A saved man begins his Christian life by FAITH.  The lost man must come to Jesus Christ and believe ONLY on the Lord to save his soul.  Therefore, the flesh does not save you, but you get saved by the Spirit.  The Holy Spirit deals with you and convinces you to trust Jesus Christ as your Saviour.  It is a spiritual birth that is a result of FAITH in Jesus Christ.  

*The question here is, “If you started in the Spirit, are you made complete by the flesh?”  Many people get confused about this.  They believe that salvation is spiritual, but after salvation they look for a victorious Christian life in the power of their own flesh.  The problem with this way of thinking is that your FLESH is not improved by the fact your soul is saved.  Your flesh is still wicked (Rom. 7:24).  Your flesh still cannot please God (Rom. 8:8) even AFTER you are saved.  In order to please God, you must CRUCIFY the flesh and allow the Holy Spirit of God to control every part of your life.  Every sinful thing about you is the REAL you.  The only, TRULY, good thing in any of us is the Lord Jesus Christ, not we ourselves.    

*Paul makes it clear in Colossians that “training” the flesh to do certain things will not make a person spiritual (Col. 2:20-23).  In the Colossians passage, the word “will-worship” means, “a man’s boasting in his own will or choice to defeat sin in the power of his flesh.”  This does not glorify God.  For a short time, a man might be successful in having victory over sin by using his own fleshly “will-power,” but it will not last.  Eventually he will fall back into the very same sins.  Only trusting the power of Jesus Christ’s death, burial, and resurrection can give a man victory over sin.

*Therefore, the conclusion is this:  You begin the Christian life by trusting Jesus Christ to save you from the punishment of sin (hell).  Then you must trust Jesus Christ to give you victory over the power of sin in your daily walk with God.  Paul explains this very well in Colossians 2:6, “As ye have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk ye in him:” How did you receive Jesus Christ?  It was by faith and by the Holy Spirit.  The verse says that you should “walk in him” the same way you received Him.  Therefore, you should walk in Him by faith and 

by the Holy Spirit, NOT by the power of your own flesh.

*You must grow spiritually and do spiritual things to learn how to put the flesh down.  Christian growth is not the result of forcing your flesh to do certain things or to quit sin.  First, you grow spiritually, AND THEN you understand how to crucify the flesh.  There are two great chapters in the New Testament on this subject.  Those chapters are Romans 6 and Romans 8.  





v.4) The “suffering” mentioned in the verse is evidently a reference to the fact that some of the Galatians had suffered persecution (Gal. 6:12).  The persecution must have been connected to the fact that they believed in salvation by grace without works.  Why should they go back under a law/works system of Christian growth after suffering persecution for believing that salvation was simply by grace through faith?  That would mean that they suffered in vain (for no reason).  

*Paul’s comment “if it be yet in vain” indicates that he believed they would get right.  In other words, it was not yet in vain because they still might repent of their mistake.

v.5) A group of Jews called Judaizers had entered in among the Gentiles.  They were the ones that were “bewitching” the people (v.1) to “not obey the truth.”  Paul is asking about the teaching of these men.  Were they ministering by “the works of the law, or by the hearing of faith?”  That is an important question because the law was until John the Baptist (Luke 16:16) and the New Testament started with the death of Jesus Christ (Heb. 9:15-17).  The book of Galatians was written about 25 years after the death of Jesus Christ.  Why would these Judaizers teach the people to go back under the Mosaic law?  It was an obvious mistake, but the Galatians were falling for the false teaching.  

*The “miracles” referred to in the verse are the Apostolic signs and wonders that accompanied the Jewish ministry until they started to pass away (1 Tim. 5:23; 2 Tim. 4:20).  The Judaizers could have been offering counterfeit miracles similar to the ones we see today in the Charismatic movement.  

v.6) This is a reference to Abraham believing God’s promise in Genesis 15:1-6.  Abraham received imputed righteousness to his account at one time (Gen. 15), and then he received justification at a different time (Gen. 22; James 2:21-26-when he sacrificed Isaac “in the sight of God”).  As a New Testament Christian, we receive both of these things at the same time when we trust Jesus Christ and we are born again.  

*In Galatians, the faith of Abraham is emphasized.  Abraham was counted righteous through faith and this is the same way we receive imputed righteousness (by faith).

v.7) Abraham’s salvation was a type or a picture of our New Testament salvation.  A New Testament Christian becomes a spiritual child of Abraham because we are saved by faith.  This does NOT mean we become literal flesh and blood Jews.  It does not mean that we are spiritual Jews and now we have to keep the OT Jewish law and get saved like an OT Jew.  While it is true that the Bible says we are spiritual Jews that is only in relationship to the faith Abraham had in believing something he could not see.  He had never seen a child born to his wife but he believed the Lord to raise up a mighty nation through his seed.  Therefore, Galatians is emphasizing the similarity between the faith of a New Testament Christian and the faith of Abraham, the father of faith.

v.8) At the time of Abraham, there was no written scripture.  But notice that the Holy Spirit used 

the following wording: “…the scripture, foreseeing…”  But it was God that preached to Abraham.  There was no written scripture, so this clearly is a reference to God foreseeing.  In other words, the Holy Spirit is obviously talking about God in the verse, but the Holy Spirit used the word “scripture” in the place of the word “God.”  This is not a mistake in the Bible.  The Holy Spirit established doctrine with the wording He used in the inspiration of the Bible.  This use of words shows how closely connected the Lord God is to the written word (Psalm 138:2).  Another case of similar wording is found in Romans 9:17.  That passage says that the scriptures spoke to Pharaoh.  Once again, there was no written scripture at the time Pharaoh dealt with Moses.  Moses wrote the first five books at a later time and in those books he told about the conversations with Pharaoh.        

*The word “foreseeing” simply means that God saw it before it happened.  There is no doubt that the scripture is alive.  In Hebrews 4:12-13, the scripture is called, “quick” (which means “alive”).  In the same passage, the scripture is said to be a “discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart,” and it is said to have “eyes” that are open to the activities of men.               

v.9) This verse is very similar to verse 7.  See comments on that verse.  

v.10) This quote is from Deut. 27:26.  The word “Deuteronomy” means the “second law giving.”  That is the “book of the law” referred to in the verse.  

*The verse is clear.  It is impossible to get the wrong interpretation.  If you do not keep every point in the law, then the law is a curse to you (see James 2:10).  Israel was not forced to enter a law and works covenant with the Lord.  The mistake of Israel is found in Exodus 19:3-8.  When Moses came down from Mount Sinai with the commandments and laid them before the faces of the elders (Ex. 19:7), their response was unwise.  They said, “All that the Lord hath spoken we will do.” (Ex. 19:8)  This is how Israel entered into the Mosaic Covenant of the Old Testament law.  It was a great mistake.  The elders should have said, “This law is too difficult.  We cannot possibly keep every point.  Please ask God to have mercy on us.”  But they promised to do all of it.  They failed miserably and the law became a curse to their nation.  They were enslaved.  They fled from their enemies.  They were plagued with famine and diseases.    

*What could be worse than putting yourself under a system that is a curse to you if you break one point?  The only thing worse would be to live under a system of grace in the New Testament, and then try to put yourself back under the old covenant that was not properly kept (Acts 15:10) and is no longer in force (Rom. 6:14; Gal. 4:9; Heb. 8:13).  That is exactly what the Seventh Day Adventist movement does to people that live today during the New Testament Church Age.

v.11) The quote is from Habakkuk 2:4.  The same wording in Galatians is also used in Romans 1:17.  It is important to notice the small difference in wording from the Old Testament reading to the New Testament reading.  The difference teaches us a doctrinal truth.  The reading in Habakkuk says, “The just shall live by his faith.”  The New Testament quote leaves out the word his, and says, “The just shall live by faith.”  Why is the possessive pronoun his left out in the NT?  The answer lies in the fact that Old Testament and New Testament salvation are different.  In the Old Testament, a man’s faith was directly related to works that he could do in order to be saved.  If you have any doubts about that, then see Hebrews 11:4-31.  In Hebrews 11, we read about Old Testament saints that had faith, but the Bible records the works they did by faith.  The combination of their faith and works resulted in their salvation.  

*In the New Testament, faith is the gift of God.  Notice carefully the wording of Ephesians 2:8-9.  

Faith in the NT is “…not of yourselves: it is the gift of God:  Not of works…”  You do not manufacture or stir up faith to get saved.  God has given to every man the “measure of faith” (Rom. 12:3).  No man can say, “I do not have enough faith to get saved.”  Every man has been given enough faith to be saved in the NT, but that faith is not of works.  It is the gift of God.          

*The first part of Gal. 3:11 says, “…that no man is justified by the law in the sight of God.”  Some people go to James 2:21-24 and say, “Abraham was justified by the law.”  THAT statement is not correct.  James does NOT say that the law justified Abraham.  It says that works justified Abraham when he offered up Isaac.  There was no law during the time of Abraham.  The law was given to Moses almost 400 years after Abraham placed Isaac on the altar for a sacrifice.  The reason Abraham’s work justified him was because…a man is saved by doing what God tells him to do in the time period in which he is living.  We are not saved by staying away from eating of the tree of life (like Adam would have been), and Noah was not saved by believing on the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus Christ to save him from the lake of fire (like we are today).     

v.12) This is quoted from Leviticus 18:5.  It is quoted again by Paul in Romans 10:5-6.  In the passage in Romans, Paul compares the Old Testament righteousness of the Law to the New Testament righteousness of faith.  The difference is clear.  Old Testament salvation said, “Do this, do that, do the other thing.”  New Testament salvation is by faith (compare Deut. 30:14 with Romans 10:8 – Deuteronomy uses the words “do it” in the same place that the exact same verse in Romans says “faith.”)

*On the phrase “the law is not of faith,” we should see Romans 3:28 and Romans 8:24.  The Old Testament law was a list of rules that you could see a man do or not do.  But we are saved by hoping confidently in things we have never seen (Heb. 11:1).         

v.13) This is quoted from Deuteronomy 21:23.  Christ took the curse of sin for all mankind.  He became sin for us (2 Corinth. 5:21).  Now a New Testament saint is not under the curse of the OT law (see v.10).  Therefore, we will reach heaven one day and there will be no more curse at all (Rev. 22:1-3).  Christ has redeemed us from the curse of the Law and the curse of sin.

v.14) In the context of the chapter, the “blessing of Abraham” is the imputed righteousness that Abraham received (v.6), and justification (v.8).  A born again Christian receives both things at the moment of his salvation.  Salvation is “of the Jews” (John 4:22).  Salvation came to the Jew first (Rom. 1:16).  However, all the New Testament blessings of salvation are available to us Gentiles through Jesus Christ.  

*Notice that you do not receive the Holy Spirit by water baptism or by “the laying on of hands.”  You receive “the Spirit” by faith in Jesus Christ (Eph. 1:12-13).

v.15) God’s covenant with Abraham was between God and one man.  This covenant was before the law.  Therefore, the law cannot “disannul” it (make it void) or add anything to the covenant.           

v.16) The covenant was not to many people, but to Abraham’s seed (Gen. 13:15).  That is Isaac (Gen. 25:5-6).  Isaac was a picture of Jesus Christ (Gen. 22:18).

v.17) The Lord confirmed the covenant in the Old Testament with Abraham in some way by Jesus Christ.  It did not mean that Jesus Christ was born as a baby that long ago.  However, Christ did appear in the Old Testament before He was born as a human being (Judges 13:17-18 – 

as the Angel of the Lord; Daniel 3:25 – the fourth man in the fiery furnace).  It means that in some way God was doing the things He was doing in the Old Testament through Jesus Christ.  The confirmation of this covenant could be what happened with Abraham on the mountain in Genesis 22 when Abraham was willing to offer Isaac.  That was the picture of the Father giving His Son and it was a picture of the death, burial, and resurrection of Christ.  

*Abraham received spiritual and physical promises.  Some of the promises were national.  The Law did not over throw these promises and they will still be fulfilled in the future.  Some of these promises were temporarily set-aside under the Law (Gen. 13:14-18; Gen. 15:18).

*The Law was given 430 years after Abraham’s salvation.

v.18) Abraham’s promise of inheriting that land was before the Law.

v.19) The law was added to keep sin and corruption down.  Notice that the law was added, “…till the seed should come to whom the promise was made…”  Who is that seed?  That seed is Isaac and he is a type of Jesus Christ.  The law came after Isaac in the Old Testament.  Therefore, the law was added and it was in force until the promised seed should come.  In other words, now that Jesus Christ has come we no longer need the law.  Jesus Christ is the “seed of the woman” that was promised to come (Gen. 3:15).  He is also “the Mediator.”

v.20) There was no mediator between God and Abraham.  The mediator in the Old Testament between the Lord and the people was Moses.  Now we have a perfect Mediator (1 Tim. 2:5).  God the Father is not the mediator between Himself and man.  There must be a third party that can mediate between two parties that disagree.  God is not the mediator because He is One of the two parties that are at enmity.         

v.21) This is a hypothetical situation.  Notice the use of the word “if.”  There is no way to get righteousness by the law (Rom. 8:3).  

*The problem with the law is that we are weak, hopeless sinners (Rom. 8:3).  We are the problem with the law.  However, the law is fulfilled when we walk by the Spirit (Rom. 8:4).  A man cannot control his flesh for long periods of time by quitting or abstaining from evil practices.  For a man to put his flesh down he must do spiritual things (prayer, Bible study, soul winning, etc.).

v.22) This verse needs little explanation.  It is plain.  All are under sin (Rom. 3:10; 3:23).  The promise is for them that believe on Jesus Christ (see v. 14 and John 3:36).

v.23) Paul makes the law sound as though it were a prison or a heavy burden to men.  Simon Peter called the law a heavy yoke on the necks of men (Acts 15:10).  The law was always there to say to a man, “Don’t do this.  Don’t do that.”

v.24) The law shows a man that he needs Jesus Christ.  The law condemns a man and says, “You cannot be perfect.  You are a sinner.  You are guilty.  You did this and that wrong!”  This is how the law is a schoolmaster to bring us to Christ.  The law was not for the purpose of saving a man, but for the purpose of showing a man that he cannot save himself.  

*The law was also for the purpose of keeping men “in check” until Jesus Christ appeared.

v.25) There is no way to mistake the meaning of the passage.  Verse 24 says that the law was “…our schoolmaster…”  Then verse 25 says that we are “…no longer under a schoolmaster…”  Therefore, we are not under the law (Rom. 6:14).     

*Some people falsely use this passage to say that a Christian in the New Testament can live any way he wants to live.  The Bible never tells a Christian to live in sin (Rom. 6:1-2).  The Bible says that the believer does not belong to himself, but to God (1 Cor. 6:19-20).  A believer’s body is for the purpose of pleasing God (1 Cor. 6:13; Rev. 4:11).  The fact that we are not under the Old Testament law as a means of salvation has nothing to do with how we should live.  God has ordained that we walk in good works (Eph. 2:10).  Paul reviewed some of the Old Testament commandments that we obviously should still obey as Church Age disciples of Jesus Christ (Rom. 13:8-10 - the Sabbath is not included).  If does not mean that we are under the law, but it does mean that you cannot be a good Christian if are a murderer, fornicator, etc.    

v.26) False teachers use this verse to teach that all men are children of God.  The verse does not say that.  Paul was writing to saved people in a local church and he said that they were children of God by faith in Christ Jesus.  This has nothing to do with a man that is unsaved.  No unsaved man is a child of God.  An unsaved man is a child of the devil (John 8:44).

v.27) False teachers use this verse to teach that water baptism is essential for salvation.  However, water is not mentioned one time in the chapter.  The Holy Spirit is mentioned several times (vv. 2,3,5,14).  If we compare scripture with scripture, then it is clear that the verse is talking about “spiritual baptism.”  The strongest proof text is 1 Corinthians 12:13, “For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body…”  That body is clearly the Body of Christ because the theme of 1 Corinthians chapter 12 is the Body of Christ.  Therefore, the Bible way to be baptized “…into Christ…” is by the Holy Spirit coming into your body (spiritual baptism).                   

v.28) This passage is used by Seventh Day Adventists to teach that a Gentile in the New Testament age of grace is the same as a Jew in the Old Testament age of law.  The passage is also used by leaders of women’s rights movements to say that there is no difference between men and women.  The passage does not say either thing.

*The verse is speaking spiritually, not physically.  Furthermore, the verse is speaking about people that are “…in Christ Jesus…”  In other words, in the body of Christ there is no difference between a man and woman or between a Jew and a Gentile spiritually.  There will always be a physical difference between men and women.  To deny that is madness.  There will always be a difference between a Jew that lived before the death of Christ and a Gentile living after the death of Christ.  “Be not deceived.”

v.29) Again, some people say that this verse makes a New Testament Gentile into a Jew.  That is not what the verse says.  We are only related to Abraham spiritually by virtue of the fact that his salvation involved faith and our salvation involves faith (see the note on v. 7 of this chapter).  Paul started moving in the direction of this point in verse 14.  The point being that Abraham is somehow related to the New Testament Christian because he was a great man of faith.

*God made some unconditional promises to Abraham in Genesis 15 that will be fulfilled.  Some spiritual promises were fulfilled at Calvary (faith, grace, etc.).  Then the fulfillment of all the promises will come at the Second Coming of Christ (Millennium).  For the New Testament Christian to have an inheritance during the Millennium, he must meet several conditions (Rom. 8:17;  2 Tim. 2:11-13).  The Millennial inheritance is not salvation.  The inheritance can be lost, but salvation cannot be lost.

Chapter 4

v.1-2) The verse is comparing a Christian to a child that is waiting for his inheritance from his earthly father.  An “heir” is a person that receives an “inheritance” when a relative or friend passes away.  When the “heir” is a small child, he is no different than a servant.  When he is young he is under certain restrictions, even though he is “lord” over everything his father possesses.  However, at “the appointed time” he will receive his inheritance.  The restrictions disappear when he receives the inheritance.    

*Some inheritances do not go into effect immediately when the testator dies.  For example, the father might go to a lawyer and make a last will and testament that says, “If I die before my son is 25 years old, then he must WAIT until he is 25 years old to receive the inheritance.”  During the time that the son is waiting for that “appointed day,” he is no different than a servant.  The son is still the “lord” over the father’s estate, but he is waiting for the “appointed time.”

v.3) The “elements” of the world are like the “rudiments” of the world in Colossians 2:8.  These are the basic things of the world system that hinder or distract a Christian from following God (see v. 9).  Some of these elements or rudiments might not be SIN, but they are the basic way that the world system operates.  The world is against God, the Bible, and the Christian.   

v.4) At the “appointed time,” God sent His Son.  God’s Son was “made of a woman.”  This was prophesied in Genesis 3:15.  He was born under the Old Testament law because the New Testament does not begin until His death (Heb. 9:15-17) in Matthew 27.

v.5) The word “redeem” means, “to buy something back.”  It is like when a man sells a possession in order to raise some money.  Then he later comes back and buys the same possession back.  That is called “redeeming” the possession.  This is what God did by sending Jesus Christ to die for our sins.  God created man, but He lost man to the world, the flesh, and the devil.  By the payment of Jesus Christ, God can redeem man and buy the man back to Himself.  This means that a Christian does not belong to himself, but the Christian is the property of God the Father (1 Corinth. 6:19-20).      

*In the Old Testament, Israel as a nation is called “the son of God” (see Hosea 11:1).  And angels are called “sons of God” in the Old Testament (Gen. 6:2).  But individual people were not called “sons of God” in the Old Testament.  In the New Testament, an individual believer is called a “son of God” (John 1:12).    

*In the New Testament, a Christian is “adopted” into the family of God and treated as God’s dear child.  And a Christian is also said to be “born” into God’s family (John 3:5-6).  Therefore, we have all the benefits of a child that is born into a family AND all the benefits of a child that is adopted into a family.

v. 6) The word “Abba” is Hebrew for “Father.”  The Holy Spirit bears witness with our human spirit and gives us assurance that we are indeed children of God (Romans 8:16-17).

v.7) Jesus Christ called the apostles “servants” before the crucifixion (John 15:15).  Now we are called “sons” and “brethren” of Jesus Christ (Heb. 2:11).

v.8) A man that is not born again by faith in Jesus Christ does not know God.  But this goes one step further according to verse 9.  God does not personally know the lost man (Matt. 7:23).  

*The “service” in the verse is a reference to idol worship (Ps. 96:5; 106:36-37).  In fact, an idol is not truly a God at all (1 Corinth. 8:4; 1 Corinth. 10:20; Eph. 4:4-6).  People make their own idols, but the only, true God is the One that made the heavens and the earth.

v.9) Paul is mocking the Galatians because they wanted to go back under a works system.  They were trying to make the flesh perfect by works.  They should have been walking by faith and by the Spirit (3:2,5).

v.10) This is similar to Colossians 2:16.  They were keeping ceremonies and holy days in order to become “more spiritual.”  It is like a person that thinks going to church on Easter Sunday or Christmas is more important than going on other weeks.  Those “special days” are not more important than every Sunday.  Attending those “special services” will not make a person more spiritual than attending any other service. 

v.11) This is similar to 1 Thessalonians 3:5.  If the Galatians went back to the works of the flesh, then Paul “wasted his time” teaching them.  This is a possibility in discipling people.  Some people return to the world or the flesh and the labour that was spent on them was “in vain” (it was nothing).

v.12) Paul was not hurt by their conduct in observing the “holy days” of verse 10.  However, he wanted them to stop it before it got so bad that his previous labour became “vain.”  He encouraged the Galatians to be like him.  He was not observing ceremonies and “holy days.”  And he was like them.  He was a saved man and they were saved people.  Therefore, he was like them and they should follow his example.   

v.13) Paul was a sickly person.  He went everywhere with Luke the physician.  This does not support the modern Charismatic teaching that a good Christian never gets sick.  Paul was the greatest man in the New Testament (other than Jesus Christ) and he had many health problems.  A preacher today that says, “God wants you to always be healthy” is a LIAR.  

*Paul was our example of “longsuffering” (1 Tim. 1:16).  

v.14) The Lord gave Paul a physical problem to keep him humble (2 Corinth. 12:7, “…lest I should be exalted above measure.”).  There is a great possibility that Paul had an eye problem (see v.15).  The word “thorn” is connected to the eyes in the Bible (Joshua 23:13).  

*It could have been a problem with his hands because he did have trouble with writing.  He wrote the entire book of Galatians with his own hand (Galatians 6:11).  The bigger books (Romans, 1 & 2 Corinthians) were dictated by Paul to a writer.  However, an eye problem makes it very difficult to write.  The Bible never says what the exact problem was, but the greatest evidence is that it was an eye problem.         

**Notice that Paul compares Jesus Christ to “an angel of God.”  An angel is “an appearance of the Lord.”  In the OT, Jesus Christ did appear as “the angel of the Lord.”  He appeared to Samson’s parents in Judges 13:2-23.  There are many angels, but “The Angel of the Lord” was a “pre-incarnate” appearance of Christ (or before He became flesh).  See also Acts 27:23 where Paul said that he belonged to and he served the “angel of God.”

v.15) Evidently, the Galatians had told Paul that he was a real blessing to them.  They even said that if it were possible they would have given Paul their own eyes.  Now he asks, “Where is that blessedness?”  Now they were backsliding and he had to rebuke them.  Paul wanted to know if they still thought he was “a blessing” to them after the rebuke.

v.16) The truth is a strange thing.  Paul is referring to the fact that sometimes the truth makes a person very angry.  In order for God to give you more truth, you must be willing to accept the truth that you find in His word without being offended (Psalm 119:165).  If you reject a truth from the word of God, then you begin to put the light out in your life.

* REMEMBER: “Light rejected becomes ‘lightening.’”  This does not just refer to a Jehovah’s Witness that says Christ is not God (after seeing clear scriptures to the contrary).  This is also true for a born-again, Bible believing Christian that rejects the truth he learns from the Bible (John 7:17).     

v.17) Paul is talking about the Judaizers that had crept in among the Galatians and “bewitched” them (see 3:1).  He said that the Judaizers had “zealously affected” them.  In other words, they had “stirred up” the Galatians about doing something.  But it was NOT something good (v.10).  They had stirred up excitement in the people to go back under the law.

v.18) You should be stirred up for a good reason, not for a bad reason.  And you should be stirred up about it all the time, not just when the pastor or the missionary is around.  God is the One that is watching us and we should care most about what He thinks.

v.19) Christ is “formed” in you when you allow the Lord to have control of all your members (mind, heart, hands, mouth and all).  See Colossians 2:10.  You are mature or complete when Christ is formed in you.

*The filling of the Holy Spirit is like having a bottle with some water in it.  It you have a lid on the bottle and you put the bottle over a flame, then the whole bottle will be filled with water vapour.  You have the Holy Spirit in you.  If you get some zeal or heat in your Christian life, then the Holy Spirit can fill you.  But remember that the fullness of the Spirit is not you getting more of the Spirit.  The fullness of the Holy Spirit comes when you give more of yourself to God.

v.20) Paul was standing in doubt that many of these people were really saved.  He wanted to come talk to them about these issues face-to-face.  You can always find out the true condition of a person better by talking to them personally instead of by writing letters.

v.21) Paul knew that some of these people wanted to go back under the law.  So he was asking if they really knew what the law expected of a man (Acts 15:10).

*Sometimes the word “Law” refers to Deuteronomy, sometimes to the first five books of the OT, and sometimes it refers to the entire OT.

v.22) The bondmaid was Hagar.  The son of the bondmaid was Ishmael.  The free woman was Abraham’s wife, Sarah.  The son of the free woman was Isaac.

v.23) Sarah doubted that God would give her a child to be the promised seed.  She told Abraham to have a child by their handmaid, Hagar (Gen. 16:1-2).  This was against God’s plan.  This child was not the one that God had promised.  Ishmael was a child born to Abraham when Abraham was trying to work things out in his own flesh.  Isaac was the child that God promised.

v.24) An allegory is like a parable, but a parable is a more “exact parallel of a truth.”  In both a parable and an allegory, things are used as pictures of other things.  

*Ishmael and Isaac represent the two covenants.  Ishmael represents the OT covenant of bondage that came from Mount Sinai in Exodus 20.  In this case, the OT law is referred to as a covenant of bondage.  Why would anyone want to be a Seventh Day Adventist and keep that bondage in the NT Church Age?  

*Ishmael’s modern descendants are the Arab Muslim people groups (Gen. 16:11-12).  God said that they would be wild men that would hate and kill every man.  They hate the Jews because God chose the Jews over them.  They hate the Americans and Europeans and anyone else that they call “Christians.”  They hate all Catholic or Christian nations and they hope to conquer the world one day with “holy war (jihad).

v.25) “Agar” is the NT Greek translation of the OT Hebrew for “Hagar.”  Hagar was the mother of Ishmael.  Paul connects Agar and Ishmael with Mount Sinai and with the bondage of the OT law.  Agar was a bondmaid or a woman servant. 

*We are seeing a comparison of things that are opposites in these verses:


1. A freewoman and a bondwoman.


2. Sarah and Hagar.


3. Isaac and Ishmael.


4. New Jerusalem and Earthly Jerusalem.


5. Mount Zion (Heb. 12:22) and Mount Sinai.


6. The New Testament and the Old Testament.


7. Grace and law.

v.26) “Jerusalem which is above…” is a reference to New Jerusalem (Rev. 21:2).  New Jerusalem is the heavenly city that will come down out of heaven after the Millennium.  It will be the eternal home of the church.  This is why it is called a “bride.”  The church is the Bride of Christ (John 3:29; Eph. 5:25; 2 Corinth. 11:2).    

*The order of “Where do the Dead go?” runs in this order.  If a saint dies today, then he goes immediately to the third heaved (2 Corinth. 5:1,8).  At the rapture, his dead body is resurrected and reunited with his soul that has been in heaven (Eph. 2:6; 1 Thess. 4:16-18).  At this point, the body is glorified and made perfect (Phil. 3:20-21).  After the seven-year period of tribulation on earth, the church will return with Jesus Christ as an army on white horses (Song of Solomon 6:10; Rev. 19:14).  These glorified people (the church) will live on the earth for 1,000 years and some will be ruling with Jesus Christ (Read Rev. 19).  At the end of the millennium there will be a battle called “Gog and Magog” (Rev. 20:7-8).  Then the Lord will destroy this heaven and earth and make a new heaven and a new earth (2 Peter 3:11-13; Rev. 21:1-2).  At this point, the church will live in the holy city, New Jerusalem, forever and ever.

*Notice that Galatians says New Jerusalem is the mother of a saved person.  Mary is not referred to as your mother, nor should you call her your mother.

v.27) The quotation is from Isaiah 54:1.  This verse in Isaiah is a reference to Israel being restored as the wife of Jehovah in the Millennium.  Israel is “the desolate” that “hath many more children” because the nation continued to multiply even when Jehovah considered her to be a “cast-off” wife.  But Paul has taken this OT verse and applied it devotionally to the salvation of Gentiles during the present age.

v.28) Isaac is a picture of a born again believer in the Church Age.  We are children of the promise (Romans 9:8). 

v.29) This is a reference to Genesis 21:9.  Ishmael mocked and persecuted Isaac.  The Bible compares this to the way your flesh is at war with the Holy Spirit in a believer.  What should you do?  See verse 30.  

v.30) Genesis 21:10 - “Cast out the bondwoman and her son!”  Do not allow the flesh to have its way in your life (Romans 6:6-11; Colossians 3:3-5).  

*In the Palestinian situation, the Bible is clear.  The land was promised to Abraham and his seed.  The Pope says that Israel should not get the land.  He says, “Give it to the Arabs (Muslims).”  God Almighty says, “Cast out Ishmael, his mother, and all his Arab brothers!  They will not get the inheritance of Isaac.”  That is what we will see in the Millennium and the Battle of Armageddon.  Amen!!

v.31) Romans 6:14 – We are not under Mount Sinai and the OT law.  We are under the NT and the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ (John 1:17).

Chapter 5

v.1) Once again, the victory in the Christian life is not in an outward set of rules. The victory is in an inward, personal fellowship with Jesus Christ.

v.2) Paul is speaking to unsaved Gentiles.  Notice that he says, “ye” and not “we” as in verse 5.  Someone was trying to convince them that the law could save them.  If they would have submitted and gotten circumcised, then Christ would not profit them.

v.3) If a man trusts the law to save him, then he must keep the whole law in every point (Gal. 3:10; James 2:10).

 v.4) Again, Paul says “ye.”  He is speaking to the unsaved.  Some false teachers use this verse to teach that you can lose your salvation.  They say that you can “fall from grace” and lose your salvation.  That is NOT what the verse says.  It is speaking to lost people that are trying to be “justified by the law.”  In other words, they are lost and they are trying to get saved by keeping the law.  Those people are fallen from grace.  They might have come very near to grace and salvation, but they fell away from it.

v.5) The “hope” is almost always the “blessed hope” of the Rapture (Titus 2:13).  When Christ appears we will be made perfectly righteous in every way (body, soul, and spirit).  This is why it is called “the hope of righteousness” in this verse (Col. 1:5).  When He appears we will be changed and made exactly like Him (1 John 3:1-3).        

v.6) If you are in Jesus Christ, then it does not matter if you have the OT sign of circumcision.  The more important things in the NT are faith and love.

v.7) The Christian life is described as a race in several places (1 Corinth. 9:24-26; Heb. 12:1-2).  Evidently the Galatians started well, but Paul emphasized “the finish” more than the start (2 Tim. 4:7).  The Judaizers that were trying to bring the Galatians back under the law were the ones that were “hindering” them.

v.8) The “hindrance” of verse 7 is the “persuasion” that does not come from God.

v.9) Leaven is yeast.  It makes bread rise.  Leaven represents “bad doctrine” in the Bible (Matt. 16:6,11; 1 Corinth. 5:6-8).  The Bible is compared to bread (Matt. 4:4).  And the modern, corrupt versions only change about 5% of the words of God, but “a little leaven leaveneth the whole lump.”  In other words, a 5% change in the words makes a corrupt, Satanic Bible.

v.10) Notice that Paul’s confidence is not “in the flesh” (Phil. 3:3).  His confidence is not in them as human beings, but he said, “I have confidence in you through the Lord…”  

“None otherwise minded” means that Paul believed that they would think like him and have his mind on this subject.  

*The ones that troubled them were the Judaizers that were “legalizers.”  They believed that legal rules and regulations made a person more spiritual.

v.11) This is a Great Truth.  There is an offense connected to the cross of Jesus Christ.  The reason the cross offends lost men is because the cross says to mankind, “Nothing you can do is good enough to save you from hell.  That is why it was a MUST that Jesus Christ suffer and die.  The cross is the only way to pay for sin.”  Lost men are self-righteous and they refuse the cross.  They believe that they can DO something to save themselves from hell.  

*The reason Paul was persecuted was because he was preaching salvation as a free gift, by grace through faith.  He said that if he preached circumcision, then no one would persecute him.  In other words, if you want to get along with everyone and have no enemies, then preach, “good works will save you.”  That is what every Roman Catholic, every United Nations member, and every “religious” man on earth believes.  Truly, born-again Christians are not “religious.”  They are saved!  There is a difference.  The lost, self-righteous people persecute true Bible believers that preach salvation ONLY through the finished work of Jesus Christ on the cross.       

v.12) Paul can be very rough.  He wanted the people “taken out of the way” that were causing the Galatians to stumble.  It is difficult to tell if he wants the Lord to kill them or if he just wants them moved to a different location.  However, the phrase “cut off” is very severe.

*The Christians in the Bible spoke very differently than the modern, Charismatic ear-ticklers (2 Timothy 4:14).

v.13) Liberty is the freedom to do right.  We are free from sin, the world, and the devil.

*Many Christians use their liberty as “an occasion to the flesh.”  Then it is no longer “liberty.”  Then it becomes “license” to do wrong or freedom to do wrong.  A Christian does not have “license to do wrong.”  He has “liberty to do right.”

v.14) This agrees with Romans 13:8-10.

v.15) The Bible talks about “backbiters” as people that talk about others “behind their back” in a negative way.  The tongue is a very destructive thing (James 3).  We must be careful how we use our tongues.

v.16) The way to overcome sin is through positive action rather than through negative action.  In other words, the best way to stop a particular sin is to replace it with something righteous.  If you just approach the problem negatively and say, “I am stopping this sin,” then you can easily fail.  But if you replace that activity with something spiritual then it is easier to overcome.

Example:  Replacing worldly, fleshly music with clean, pure spiritual music.        

*A Christian should actively involve himself in the works of the Holy Spirit.  A wise man said, “An idle mind is the devil’s workshop.”  Stay busy with the word of God, prayer, soul winning, and anything that pleases God.

v.17) A Christian is a divided personality.  In the medical profession, this is called “schizophrenia.”  It means a “split-personality.”  This is because the Christian has two natures that are at constant war with each other from the day of salvation until the day he dies.  

*Paul explained the problems he had in this area in Romans 7:14-25.  It is a fight.

v.18) Of course, we already know for a fact that we are NOT under the law (Romans 6:14).  But this verse is referring to a Christian that is filled with the Holy Spirit.  He is not trying to please God or become spiritual by a rigid list “do’s” and “don’ts.”

v.19) The mature Christian should have no problem identifying the works of the flesh in his own life or in someone else’s life.  The works of the flesh are very obvious.

* Fornication is “an immoral sexual act.”   

* Adultery can be an act or a thought.

* Lasciviousness is “outrageous, unhindered sin.”

v.20) Other definitions are as follows:

* Variance is “a division or an argument” (Matt. 10:34-36).

* Emulations are “the desire to be equal or better than another person in some area.”

* Wrath is “anger.”

* Strife is “quarrelling, contentions, or arguments.”

* Sedition is “an uprising against legitimate authority.”

* Heresies are “false doctrines or the teachings or a religious cult.”

v.21) More definitions:

* Envying is “jealousy.”

* Reveling is related to “rioting” and “noisy, sinful merriment or partying.”

The corrupt Greek text removes the word “murder” from the list because the men involved with the corruption did not believe that a Christian could commit murder.  Of course, a Christian can commit any “work of the flesh” that a lost man can commit.  Why?  Because both lost and saved men live in a body of flesh.  However, a Christian that commits these sins will lose his inheritance (Col. 3:23-24), not his salvation.  

* In 1 Corinthians 6:9-11 there is another list.  This list is NOT a list of “works.”  It is a list of “people.”  After the list, Paul addresses Christians and he says, “Such were some of you: but ye are washed, but ye are sanctified, but ye are justified…”  In other words, a Christian that had committed fornication before his salvation is no longer called “a fornicator.” Now he is a saint of God.  If a Christian commits the work of idolatry after his salvation, then he has committed a work of the flesh.  But he is still a Christian that loses his inheritance and he is not an idolater.  

* Lot was an OT saint that was living after the flesh.  He was a respected man in a wicked place, Sodom and Gomorrah.  But because he was saved, the Bible calls him “righteous” (2 Peter 2:7-8).  It is like the saved man that commits the act of fornication.  The man is still a saint, and he is not referred to as “a fornicator.”  The Christian is not “in sins.”  He is “in Christ.”  However, he will not get any inheritance in the Millennium.           

v.22) Notice that these are not called “the works of the Spirit.”  It is the “fruit of the Spirit.”  The Holy Spirit bears fruit in the life of the believer according to how much you allow Him to bear through you (John 15).  

*A Christian should have love for God, God’s people, God’s word, but hatred for the things that God hates (sin, bad doctrine, the world system, the devil).

*Many Christians have a serious problem with joy.  They can rejoice greatly at a football game or for a football team.  But there is no rejoicing about their salvation, Jesus Christ, heaven, new converts, or the Rapture.      

* Longsuffering is “the quality of being able to tolerate many difficult things without complaining.”  This is the quality that God had in the OT when He was putting up with Israel.   

* Gentleness – 2 Timothy 2:24

v.23) * Meekness is “softness of temper, mildness, forbearance under injuries and provocations.”

* Temperance is “self-control, especially in the area of the appetites and passions.”

The above qualities are in regards to your dealings with people.  It does not mean that a preacher must be meek and quiet and never raise his voice in the pulpit.    

v.24) God treats the crucifixion of the flesh as something that has already taken place in the past (See Romans 6:6).  Whether you realize it or not, you ARE crucified with Jesus Christ.  Now count it to be that way (Romans 6:11)!

v.25) God considers the Christian to be “in the Spirit.”  The condition is fulfilled.  Now we should “walk in the Spirit,” not after the flesh.

v.26) Even in the early church there were people that wanted to take credit and glory for themselves.  The glory should always go to God (Acts 12:23).  The man that wants glory for himself will try to “push down” other members of the church that are “stealing his glory” (3 John 9).

Chapter 6
v.1) When you find a “fallen Christian,” then you must deal with him in a “spirit of meekness.”  Do NOT deal with him the way “Job’s miserable comforters” dealt with Job.  Do everything that you can possibly do to help “restore him.”  The key to the Christian life is “When you fall…get back up!” (Proverbs 24:16)  The man in 1 Corinthians (1 Corinth. 5:1-5) that had committed fornication with his stepmother was restored in 2 Corinthians (2 Corinth. 2:5-10).  

*If you approach a fallen Christian with pride and you are self-righteous, then BE CAREFUL.  You will be the next one to fall (1 Corinth. 10:12).  

v.2) The Seventh Day Adventist says that the law of Christ is the second half of the Ten Commandments.  But the law or commandments that were given by Christ was “love one another” (John 13:34).  And if you love one another, then you fulfill the whole law (Rom. 13:8-10).  You don’t need to be placed under the Ten Commandments.  You fulfill the whole law by loving one another.    

*The command to “bear one another’s burdens” can relate to many things.  It can be praying for a brother that has a problem.  It can be helping to restore a fallen brother as in verse one.  It could be spending time with someone in order to disciple them.  People have many burdens and there are many ways to “bear” another person’s burden with them.  It could be giving in some way to help with their burden (Acts 20:35; 1 Thess. 5:14).   

v.3) A man that is truly spiritual is not deceived about his own condition (Rom. 12:3).  He knows that without Christ being in him and working through him, then he is nothing!  A man that is a mature Christian is not full of pride or self.

v.4) One of the most important things in Christian service is to avoid comparing yourself to other people.  A pastor should not compare his church to some other church.  When you start comparing and you decide that you are superior, then you are ready for a fall (v.3 and 1 Corinth. 10:12).  

*Many Christians serve God for the one purpose of boasting about their service.  We need to have rejoicing alone, not from the people to whom we are boasting.

v.5) This is not a contradiction with verse two.  There are some burdens that a man must bear alone and no one can help him.  These are the things in life that truly make you closer to Jesus Christ.         

v.6) The Old English word “communicate” means “to give.”  It does not mean talking or having conversation.  See Phil. 4:14-15 and 1 Timothy 6:18.  

*The preacher or pastor ministers spiritual things to the people.  It is clear in the scripture, that when a man received spiritual things, then he should repay the pastor with physical things.  The Bible plan of supporting the pastor is through the giving of the local church (1 Corinth. 9:13-14; 1 Tim. 5:17-18).  

*Paul made it clear that a minister did not have to “use” this support (1 Corinth. 9:15).  A pastor can refuse support from the people to whom he ministers and find support on his own.  But the support should be “offered” by the people that receive the spiritual things (1 Thess. 2:9).

v.7) The mention of sowing and reaping is connected to the “communicating” (giving) of verse 6.  See 2 Corinthians 9:6-10 for similar verses on the same principle.


1. You reap what you sow.  If you sow tomato seeds, then you reap tomatoes. 

2. You reap more than you sow.  A small handful of seeds yield more than you can carry.       


3. You reap your own and no one else’s.  Romans 14:12

v.8) The reaper already has everlasting life (1 John 5:12-13), but he comes to the full enjoyment of the things done “in the Spirit.”  The “works of the flesh” will burn at the judgment seat of Christ as wood, hay, and stubble (1 Corinth. 3:11-15).

v.9) There is a great temptation in the Christian life to quit and give up.  The race should be run all the way through to the end (Heb. 12:1-2).  If anyone has good reasons to quit, then Jesus Christ had more reasons.  But He finished everything that the Father sent Him to accomplish.

v.10) Christians have a responsibility to treat all people well.  It is not just our responsibility to treat other saints properly.  When should we do this?  “As we have opportunity” we should do well to people.  Sometimes you do not have opportunity to help someone.  You cannot help everyone.  But when it is possible to help an individual, then you should help them.  Sometimes the best way to help someone is to tell him or her the truth or give him or her a rebuke.  A person with no character will not see that as helpful.  But a wise man will notice the value of a rebuke (Proverbs 9:8-9).

 v.11) Paul actually wrote this letter with his own hand.  See the Introductory Notes under “Three Important Things to Notice about Galatians (number 3).”

v.12) The man that tries to get saved by circumcision and the law is making “a show in the flesh.”  In other words, he is “putting on a show” of how spiritual he can be.  If they preached salvation in a Biblical way, then they would suffer persecution for the cross of Christ (See Gal. 5:11 and notes).

v.13) This verse is very similar to what Simon Peter said in Acts 15:10 (See John 7:19).  If these men were not keeping the law perfectly (Matt. 22:37-39), then why were they trying to convince the Galatians to keep the law?  The answer lies in their boasting.  They wanted to be able to say, “We convinced those disciples of Paul to be under the Old Testament law.”  

v.14) The only boasting and rejoicing we should do is in the cross of Jesus Christ.  The world is crucified “unto the Christian.”


Three Crosses:


1. Jesus Christ on the cross in regards to my punishment.


2. The world on the cross and dead in regards to my love for it.


3. Me on the cross in regards to my passions. 

v.15) What makes a difference in your life?  It certainly is NOT circumcision or the NT law.  It is “the New Creature” in Christ (2 Corinth. 5:17).

v.16) Notice that it does not say, “the God of Israel.”  It says, “The Israel of God.”  Israel is still the chosen nation of God even though they are blinded and “cast off” during the present age (Rom. 11:25-26).

v.17) Paul had literal marks on his body from suffering for Christ and the Gospel.

Spiritual Applications for Marks:

1. Birthmark = Salvation

2. Growth mark (like stretch marks) = Bearing fruit

3. Book marker = Belief in God’s book

4. Water mark = Measure of obedience

v.18) The final salutation.  Grace is what can get you through even the most difficult situations.
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