 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO

ST JOHN.

Introduction:  The fourth book of the New Testament is the Gospel of the Apostle John.  There is no doubt that the Apostle John is the writer of this book that bears his name (John 21:20-24). 

The date of the writing of the Gospel of John is around 90 AD.  This means that the book was written much later than the accounts of Matthew, Mark, and Luke.  The date for Matthew is about 37 AD or just four years after the death of Christ.  Mark and Luke fall between 57-68 AD.  John wrote more than 20 years later.  In other words, the first three Gospel accounts were written during the events recorded in the Book of Acts.  However, the Gospel of John was written after the Book of Acts was completed.

The fact that this Gospel was written after the period of the Acts of the Apostles is very important.  This explains why the doctrine in the book of John is totally different from the doctrine in the other three Gospels.  John had revelation of NT doctrines that the other writers did NOT have because they were writing at an earlier time.  

Ninety-two percent of the doctrine in the book of John is different from Matthew, Mark, and Luke.  For example, we find Eternal Security in John 10:27-29, but it is difficult to find Eternal Security in the other three Gospels.  Another example is the fact that John mentions, “believing” on Christ as the only way to have Eternal Life.  In the other Gospels, you can see the OT law still being mentioned as the “righteousness” of a man (Matt. 19:16-22; Luke 1:5-6).  This issue was sorted out by the Apostles in Acts 15:1-11, but Matthew, Mark, and Luke wrote their accounts of the life of Christ without knowledge of Acts 15.

 There is a great difference in the doctrine because John had more “light” about Gentile Church Age doctrine due to the fact he was writing after Acts 28:28.  The fact that John records Jesus Christ’s discussion with Nicodemus about being “born-again” of the Spirit (John 3:3-8) shows that John had more light than the other three Gospel writers.  No other writer records this discussion about how a man can “enter the Kingdom of God” by spiritual birth.   

John also uses different forms of the word “believe” about 150 times in his Gospel.  This is another difference between John and the other three Gospels.  This shows that the Lord had revealed to John that NT salvation is “by grace through faith” and without works (Eph. 2:8-9).  The other three Gospel writers combined only use forms of the word “believe” (like believed, believeth, believing, etc.) about 40 times.  This leads us to the “purpose” of the Gospel of John.

Purpose:  The purpose of the Gospel of John is stated clearly in John 20:30-31.  The book was written so that people might “believe” on Jesus Christ and have eternal life through Him.  This is why the Gospel of John is commonly used in evangelistic literature.  The books of John and Romans are the best books to use in soul winning.  

Apostle John as a Type of the Church:  As we go through the Gospel of John it is important to know that the Apostle John represents the Church (The Body of Christ) in typology.  In other words, John is a picture of the NT Church.  At this time, we want to call to the student’s attention that the writer of this book is NOT John the Baptist.  John the Baptist and the Apostle John are two different men.  John the Baptist was “the forerunner” of Jesus Christ.  He announced Christ as a coming King of a Jewish Kingdom.  He is the man mentioned early in the book as “a man sent from God, whose name is John” (John 1:6-8).  He was not a part of the Church (The Bride of Christ), but he is called “a friend of the bridegroom” (John 3:28-30).  But the Apostle John was a part of the Church (The Bride of Christ) and he is a picture of the church in several ways:

John the Apostle as a Picture of the NT Church:
1. Five times he is called “The Disciple whom Jesus Loved” (13:23; 19:26; 20:2; 21:7; 21:20).

2. Christ “loved the church” in Ephesians 5:25.

3. He was “caught up” into heaven when he received the Revelation (Rev. 4:1-2).  This is exactly like the church will be “caught up” at the Rapture.

4. He received special revelation about the antichrist (John 13:21-28).  This is like the church receives special information about such prophecies (1 Thess. 5:1-4). 

5. He remained on earth until he saw the coming of Jesus Christ (John 21:21-24).  This is like the church remaining on the earth until the Rapture.

*The Notes on the Gospel of John from Dr. C.I. Scofield’s Reference Bible are as follows:

SCOFIELD REFERENCE NOTES


(Old Scofield 1917 Edition)

The Gospel According to St. John.

WRITER. The fourth Gospel was written by the Apostle John • John 21:24. This has been questioned on critical grounds, but on the same grounds and with equal scholarship, the early date and Johanean authorship have been maintained.

DATE. The date of John's Gospel falls between A.D. 85 and 90. Probably the latter.

THEME. This is indicated both in the Prologue (1.1-14), and in the last verse of the Gospel proper (20.31), and is: The incarnation of the eternal Word, and Son of God, Himself God, in Jesus the Christ; (1) to reveal God in the terms of a human life; (2) that as many as believe on Him as "the Christ, the Son of God" (20.31) may have eternal life. The prominent words are, "believed" and "life."

The book is in seven natural divisions:

I. Prologue: The eternal Word incarnate in Jesus the Christ, 1.1-14.

II. The witness of John the Baptist, 1.15-34.

III. The public ministry of Christ, 1.35-12.50.

IV. The private ministry of Christ to His own, 13.1-17.26.

V. The sacrifice of Christ, 18.1-19.42.

VI. The manifestation of Christ in resurrection, 20.1-31.

VII. Epilogue: Christ the Master of life and service, 21.1-25.

The events recorded in this book cover a period of 7 years.

Chapter 1

v.1) Notice that the first three words match Genesis 1:1, “In the beginning…”  Jesus Christ was there in the beginning as The Word of God.  Jesus Christ is God Almighty the Creator that created all things (Col. 1:16-18).  The Lord Himself expressed this fact by using the Greek letters Alpha and Omega to describe Himself as the beginning and ending of all things (Rev. 1:8, 17).   

* The Lord Jesus Christ has a great number of names and titles in the scripture.  In this verse, He is called The Word.  Of course, when we look at the creation in the first two chapters of Genesis we see that God creates by His Word.  He simply says, “Let there be light” and there is light.  Other titles are Lion of Judah, Immanuel, Prince of peace, Wonderful, Counsellor, the Mighty God (Isaiah 9:6), Balm of Gilead, Rose of Sharon, the Lily of the valleys (Song 2:1), I AM, and many others.  

1. Matthew traces Christ’s family line back through King David because Matthew presents Christ as “King of the Jews.”  

2. Mark does not trace Christ’s family line at all because Mark presents Christ as a Servant.  No one cares to trace the family line of a servant or a slave.  

3. Luke traces Christ’s family line back to Adam because Luke presents Christ as “the Son of Man.”
4. John traces Christ’s lineage back to God because John presents Christ as “the Son of God.”   

*The verse is clear, “…the Word was God.”  Verse 14 says, “…the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us…”  There is no doubt that this is a reference to Jesus Christ and it is clear that Jesus Christ IS God.  

*Notice that John uses the capital “W” in his books when referring to Jesus Christ as “the Word.”  See 1 John 1:1; 1 John 5:7; and Rev. 19:13.  Therefore, Jesus Christ is the Word of God that came to earth in the flesh.  When you see the small “w” on the “word of God,” then it is a reference to the written word of God (Matt. 24:35; Heb. 4:12-13).  “The Word,” Christ, is very closely related to the written “word of God,” the Bible.  

Similarities between the Incarnate Word and the written word.  Both are:

1. Perfect – Matt. 5:48 and James 1:25

2. Eternal – Psalm 90:2 and Matt. 24:35

3. Light – 1 John 1:5 and Psalm 119:105

4. Spirit – John 4:24 and John 6:63

5. Received – John 1:12 and Mark 4:20

6. Rejected – John 12:48 and 1 Samuel 15:23

7. Judge – 2 Timothy 4:1 and John 12:48

8. Saves – 1 Timothy 2:15 and James 1:21

9. True – Rom. 3:4 and Rev. 21:5

10. Faithful – 1 Corinth. 10:13 and Rev. 21:5

11. Obeyed – Acts 5:29 and 1 Pet. 3:1

12. Sanctify – 1 Thess. 5:23 and John 17:17

13. Cleansing – Matt. 8:2-3 and John 15:3

14. Gracious – 2 Chron. 30:9 and Luke 4:22

15. Awed – Psalm 33:8 and Psalm 119:161

16. Living in heaven – Eccl. 5:2 and Psalm 119:89

17. Inquired of – Jer. 21:2 and 2 Chron. 18:4

18. Sought after – Isaiah 55:6 and Isaiah 34:16

19. Blasphemed – 1 Kings 21:10 and Titus 2:5

20. Powerful – Luke 9:43 and Heb. 4:12

21. Preaching – Mark 1:39 and Gal. 3:8

22. Pure – Psalm 18:26 and Psalm 12:6

23. Holy – 1 Pet. 1:6 and 2 Tim. 3:15

24. Comforting – 2 Corinth. 1:3 and Rom. 15:4

25. Magnified – Psalm 35:7 and Psalm 138:2      

*Jesus Christ claimed to be God in John 8:51-59 and in John 10:24-33.

v.2) Christ as The Word began the creating of God.  It was the Word of God that was spoken when He said, “Let there be light (Gen. 1:3).”  Jesus Christ was NOT the first thing that God created as the Watchtower teaches.  It is blasphemy to say that the Lord Jesus was created.  Christ began the creative process because Christ is the part of God called “The Word.”

See Phil. 2:5-6.

v.3) Jesus Christ is the Creator of all things and Jesus Christ is holding the universe together (Colossians 1:16-18).  The Watchtower uses Revelation 3:14 to say that Jesus Christ was the first thing created by God.  However, that is NOT what the verse says.  It says that Jesus Christ began creating the creation of God.  When God created the worlds, God began through Jesus Christ because Jesus is The Word of God.  How did God create?  He created just with words.  He spoke everything into existence (Psalm 148:3-5). 

v.4) The only life or light for lost men and saved men is the Lord Jesus Christ (John 3:19-21).  

v.5) The verse is making an accusation.  The Jews did partially know who they were rejecting (see v. 11).  Many of the Jews did realize that Jesus was the Messiah for the nation.  However, no one fully understood that they were crucifying God in the flesh (1 Corinth. 2:7-8).  Israel had understanding of the Messiah, but the Gentile world knew nothing about the OT prophecies.  Therefore, the Gentile world was in total darkness about who the man Jesus was (1 John 5:20).

*The world is in darkness about spiritual things (Eph. 5:8; 1 John 2:7-8).

* God puts it in the heart of men (all men, even lost men) to know that He created the worlds (Eccl. 3:10-11).  Many people know and hear the truth, but they do not really UNDERSTAND.  There is a great difference between hearing and understanding (Matt. 13:14; John 8:43).

v.6) All through the Bible, when there is dark time of apostasy God will look for ONE MAN.  He did that in Genesis with Noah, and in Egypt with Moses.  Now we see the Lord raising up one man after 400 years of silence.  That man was John the Baptist (Isaiah 40:1-4).

*In Ezekiel 22:25-31, Israel was very far from the Lord and the Lord looked for “a man to stand in the gap” so that the Lord would not destroy the land.  Moses filled this gap when God wanted to destroy Israel in Exodus 32:9-14.  The world ignores God’s man, but God ignores the great men of the world (Secretary General of the UN, presidents and politicians, musicians, movie stars, artists, etc.).  God walks right past the politicians and great men of John’s time and He gives the word to an unknown man (Luke 3:1-2).  

*A man of God is not to be proud or to boast.  A man of God must realize that he is only “a voice.” (John 1:23)  The man, in himself, IS NOTHING!  However, the man has a voice and he must be a voice for God.

vv. 7-8) The believer and the preacher are NOT the Light.  We are simply to bear witness of the Light of God, Jesus Christ.  In God’s system, we are not required to produce results.  We are required to faithfully witness about what Jesus Christ has done in our lives and about the Gospel.  When a Christian witness is faithful, then results will start coming in time.  Do not worry about the results.  Be concerned with being a faithful witness (Prov. 14:5).  

v.9) According to this verse, Jesus Christ is Light to every man that comes into the world.  God gives every man the inward light of a conscience (Prov. 20:27).  This is another proof that Calvinism is a heresy.  Calvinism teaches that God only gives light to “the elect.”  Therefore, the Calvinist corrupts the word of God in this verse and he says that the light is given to “every man that is elected.”  This is a lie.  The scripture says that Light is given to every man in the world.  This does not mean that every man is saved, but that every man is given some light (conscience).  No man has an excuse whereby he can accuse God and say, “God, you are unholy for sending me to Hell.” (See Romans 1:20)  God has been fair and just and holy by giving all men light.

v. 10) We have already discussed the fact that Christ created all things, and the fact that the Gentile world had no understanding of who Christ was (see comments on verse 5).

v. 11) The Lord Jesus Christ came primarily to the Jews.  Notice the verse says, “He came unto his own...”  The phrase “his own” refers to His own national people.  Christ was a Jew of the tribe of Judah (Rev. 5:5), and He was born as King of the Jews (Matt. 2:2).  Verse 10 says “the world (Gentiles) knew him not.”  Verse 11 is not a reference to the world in general meaning the Gentile nations.  It is a reference to a specific group (Israel).

* We know that Christ came primarily to the Jew because of clear scripture (Matt. 10:5-6; Matt. 12:40-42; Matt. 15:21-26).  NT salvation originated with the Jew and salvation came to the Jew FIRST (Rom. 1:16; Rom. 2:10).

v. 12) This is one of the best verses in the Bible to use in dealing with a man about salvation.  The student should memorize it and use it often.  

*A man cannot go to hell if he does this ONE THING.  Even if he was a drunkard, a murderer, or an adulterer, he can still escape Hell by receiving Jesus Christ.  If he receives Jesus Christ, then he cannot possibly go to hell.  Many people KNOW about the Lord in their minds.  Other people BELIEVE that Christ died and rose again, but they trust in other things to save them.  For the Gospel to save a man, he must RECEIVE Jesus Christ as his Saviour.  A man that truly believes on Christ as his Saviour is the man that RECEIVES Jesus Christ.  A man that receives Jesus Christ is the man that realizes nothing else can save him except the finished work of Jesus Christ (His death, burial, and resurrection).      

v. 13) This verse tells us THREE THINGS THAT THE NEW BIRTH IS NOT:

1. The new birth is NOT physical (...not of blood...).

2. The new birth is NOT the flesh “willing” itself to be born again (...nor of the will of the flesh...).  In other words, a man cannot sit down and say, “I am going to make myself born again by the power of human flesh.”

3. The new birth is NOT from the “will” of a human being (...nor of the will of man...).  In other words, you have a “human will.”  It is not the same as the “will of God.”  A man cannot say, “I want to be born again and therefore, I exercise my human will and make myself born again.”  Men try to do this by their good works.  A lot of men exercise their human will to show that they can abstain from food or punish their bodies in other ways (castration, crucifixion, etc.).  See Colossians 2:20-23.  

* This verse (John 1:13) tells us that we must meet God on His terms.  We are not born again by human blood or the will of man or the flesh.  We were “born of God.”  The Lord says that if you want to be born again, then you must come to Calvary and receive the payment of Jesus Christ.  If a man refuses to submit to God’s will, then he cannot be born again.  When a man gets saved, he surrenders his own will and submits to the will of God (James 1:18).  God’s will is for you to turn from your own self-righteousness and trust Jesus Christ to be your righteousness (Rom. 10:3-4).

v. 14) When you compare this verse to verse one, then it is obvious that Jesus Christ is God.  He is the Word in verse one, and He is the Word that was made flesh in this verse.  “The Word was God” in verse one.  

*Notice that the verse does NOT say that “the Word was made God.”  The Watchtower Society wants us to believe that Jesus Christ was a lower god that was created.  The verse says, “the Word was made flesh.”  

Psalm 2:7 says that there was a day when the Son of God was “begotten.”  In other words, the Eternal Word that “was God” put on human flesh and was born as a man (...this day have I begotten thee...).  That was not the day when the Second Member of the Trinity started to exist.  He is “from everlasting” (Micah 5:2).  That was the day that He put on a body of flesh and was born of a woman (begotten).

Hebrews 1:1-3 says that Jesus Christ is the “brightness of his glory, and the express image of his person...”  Obviously, He is Almighty God.

Galatians 4:4 says that God “SENT” forth His Son.  It does NOT say that God “made” or “created” His Son in this day that He came to earth as a man.  He was “made flesh,” but before that He was the Eternal Word of God.  The phrase “made of a woman” refers to His physical body.  The Eternal Creator entered into that physical body that was “made of a woman.”

1 John 1:1-2 says that the disciples saw that “eternal life, which was with the Father.”  The “eternal life” that was Jesus Christ was “manifested” to them.  It is clear that Jesus Christ is Eternal.  He did not come into being on the day of His birth or on some other day when he supposedly was created as a lower god.

v. 15) In Luke 1:35-41, we learn that Elisabeth, the mother of John the Baptist, was six months pregnant when Jesus was conceived by the Holy Ghost in Mary’s womb.  Therefore, John the Baptist was about six months older than Jesus.  However, in John 1:15, John the Baptist says that the One that he is proclaiming was “before me.”  This is another plain scripture that tells us about the deity of Christ.

v. 17) Here we see the great difference between the OT and the NT.  One of the best chapters in the NT on this subject is 2 Corinthians 3 (verses 6-18).  This chapter makes it clear that the Lord Jesus Christ is BETTER than anything the Old Testament could offer.  Moses is associated with the OT and Christ is associated with the NT.  Simon Peter learned on the Mount of Transfiguration that you cannot compare Moses (or Elijah) to Jesus Christ (Matt. 17:1-5).  On the list that has Jesus Christ as number one, THERE IS NO NUMBER TWO!

v. 18) This verse is corrupted in most modern English Bibles by changing it to read “...the only begotten god...”.  The King James Version always has the correct doctrine that agrees with the rest of the scriptures.  The type of doctrine that teaches Jesus Christ as “a begotten god” contradicts many clear scriptures that we have already pointed out in these notes.

* To understand the verse properly, we must remember that “God is a Spirit.” (John 4:24) This is why the verse says, “No man hath seen God at any time...”  It is a reference to God the Father as a Spirit.  However, one day the Son of God put on a human body.  The Apostles saw and touched that Body (1 John 1:1-2).  This body manifested to us the “image of the invisible God.”  

* 2 Corinthians 4:4; Colossians 1:14-15; Hebrews 1:1-3 - Several NT verses tell us that Jesus Christ is “the image of God.”  In other words, you will never see God “as a Spirit.”  In the OT, Jesus Christ was appearing as “the Angel of the Lord.” (Exodus 3:2; Numbers 22:22-35; Judges 13:13-21).   

* For the false teachers that claim this verse PROVES that Jesus Christ is not actually God Almighty, we must remember what Christ said in John 14:9.  John 14:9 refers to Jesus Christ being equal (not the same) to God the Father as a member of the Godhead.  John 1:18 shows that there is a difference within the Godhead between the Father and the Son.  In other words, Jesus is not the Father or the Holy Spirit.  The Father is not the Son and so on.  

* There are three distinct, different persons in the Trinity that make ONE GODHEAD (Acts 17:29; Rom. 1:20; Col. 2:9).  That is what we can learn from John 1:18.  The Father is the soul of God and you have never seen Him.  Jesus Christ is the Son of God and men have seen Him.  “He that hath seen me hath seen the Father.

v. 19) The rulers of the nation wanted to know if John was the Messiah, but they did not have the courage to confront him personally.  They sent other people.

v. 20) What a great testimony for John the Baptist!  People actually confused him with the Lord of glory.  Has anyone ever confused you with Jesus Christ?  The early church saints were called by the name “Christian” because of the excellent way that they lived (Acts 11:26).  They lived like Jesus Christ.  

v. 21) Actually, if the Jews had received Christ as their King, then John the Baptist WOULD HAVE BEEN Elijah (Matt. 11:13-14; Matt. 17:10-13) in fulfillment of prophecy.  In other words, John would have fulfilled the scriptures that say Elijah must come before the Kingdom is set-up (Malachi 4:5).  

* John the Baptist did NOT know this about himself (Luke 1:17).  He knew enough to say what he said in verse 23.  However, he did not realize the fullness of “coming in the spirit and power of Elijah.”  Therefore, he answered, “No, I am not Elijah.”  The Lord did not reveal everything about these things to John.  Due to the fact that the Jews rejected Christ, Elijah will actually come again before the Second Coming.

* The question about “that prophet” is a question about the Messiah, the King of Israel.  The OT reference that led the Jewish leaders to ask this question is found in Deuteronomy 18:15-18.

v. 22) These men were obviously sent by other people that did not have the courage to face John Baptist.  See verse 24.

v. 23) A preacher is a VOICE.  He is not a dictator.  He is not the centre of attention.  He is a VOICE.  John the Baptist knew his place and he was a humble man.

* See Malachi 3:1; Malachi 4:5-6; Isaiah 40:3; Matt. 3:3.

v. 25) The religious leaders of Israel that attacked Christ and John were the Pharisees, Herodians, and Sadducees.  These men made up a religious “council” called the Sanhedrin.  

* The Sanhedrin was accusing John the Baptist of not having AUTHORITY to do what he was doing.  They were saying, “We have not commissioned you and given you AUTHORITY to baptize.  Therefore, you should NOT be baptizing!”  

* A Pharisee is a self-righteous person.  When you meet a Pharisee you will find a man that believes himself (or the group to which he belongs) to be his greatest authority.  These types of people do not take the Bible to be their FINAL AUTHORITY.  This person believes in his own opinion as his final authority.  There are many Pharisees moving about today.

* When the Pharisees met Jesus they also questioned Him about AUTHORITY.  See Matthew 21:23.  They believed that they could question God Almighty (in the flesh) about the source of His authority.  These are the type of religious people that will pour cold water on the zeal of a young man that wants to be a soul winner and is on fire for God.

* NOTICE: The answer that Jesus Christ gave the Pharisees in Matthew 21 brought them back to this very verse in John (1:25).  Jesus asked them about the baptism of John (Matthew 21:23-27).

v. 26) Israel’s religious leaders were blind spiritually.  The Messiah was living among them and they had no understanding that Jesus of Nazareth was the very One that would be the King of Israel.  The next day John saw Him and immediately declared that He was “the Lamb of God.”  (See verse 29)

v. 27) John the Baptist knew that the King of Israel would not be an average prophet.

v. 28) The word “Bethabara” means “the house of passage.”  Jesus Christ “passes” through this place to begin his public ministry at His first coming.  Therefore, this place is probably connected to where He will pass by at the Second Coming.

v. 29) John’s statement that this man is “the Lamb of God” means a great deal to a Jew in his culture.  The Jews were very familiar with sheep being used as blood sacrifices to pay for sin in the Old Testament.  Most Jews realized that John’s announcement was to say that Jesus would save Israel from her sins (Matt. 1:21; Acts 3:19-21-Peter was talking about the cleansing of the national sins of Israel).  

*However, the leaders of the nation would not believe on Him (John 7:45-48).  The common people in the nation heard Him gladly (Mark 12:37), but He was rejected because the leaders of Israel rejected Him. 

* NOTICE: The word “sin” is singular.  The ONE sin that will cause a man to go to Hell is “not believing” on Christ as his Saviour.  See John 16:8-9.  It is true that there are “other sins” that might cause a person to refuse to come to Christ.  However, in the end, the man is lost because he refused to trust Christ to save him from Hell.  Therefore, you should never try to convince a man to stop his sinning (or stop certain sins) before he can be saved.  The only sin he must repent of to be saved is the sin of not believing on Jesus Christ to save his soul (John 3:18, 36 and 16:8-9).  Then after salvation, a Christian must be repenting of sin every day to stay in close fellowship with God.  

v. 30) This verse is similar to the statements made by John in verses 15 and 27.  All of these statements are in support of Jesus Christ being God manifest in the flesh (the deity of Christ).

v. 31) ONE OF THE MOST IMPORTANT VERSES IN THE NEW TESTAMENT!  This verse gives a DEFINITION of the Baptism of John.  The purpose of John’s baptism was to manifest Jesus Christ as King of Israel.  In other words, John’s baptism is a JEWISH baptism.  It is not a Christian baptism at all!  This was NOT the beginning of the Christian church!

* Notice the three baptisms mentioned in Matthew 3:11-12.  John’s Baptism was a “baptism of repentance.”  A Jew was commanded to repent of his sins and come down and get baptized to prove that he believed Jesus Christ to be King of the Jews.  You and I are not told to do this today and if we did this it would not save us.    

* John’s Baptism has nothing to do with being baptized in the Holy Ghost (and you are not told to repent of SINS in order to be saved today-Acts 20:21).  If the right divisions are not made, then the souls of men are destroyed.  

*John’s Baptism was announcing the Kingdom of the Jewish Messiah.  Today, the Watchtower Society fails to rightly divide.  Therefore, they move about saying that they are announcing “Jehovah’s Kingdom.”  They fail to believe that all the Kingdom’s will one day belong to Jesus Christ (Rev. 11:15).  And they refuse to believe that Jesus Christ is Jehovah of the OT.

v. 32) Notice that the Holy Spirit descends “like” a dove.  The words “as” and “like” are words used to compare things.  We learn by comparing things that are different and by comparing things that are similar.  The Holy Spirit is compared to a dove because of their similarities.  The dove is the cleanest, whitest, purest bird flying about the sky.  

v. 33) We know that the Jewish nation started with signs (Exodus 4:1-9), and we know that the Jews require a sign (1 Corinth. 1:22).  John the Baptist was given “a sign” to show Israel the Man that would be the Messiah.  That sign was that the Spirit would come down on Him and remain upon Him.  

* While John was baptizing people down at the river, the Holy Spirit descended on one Man, Jesus Christ (See Matthew 3:16-17).

v. 34) This verse is corrupted in many modern versions.  They change the phrase “Son of God” to “chosen One,” “Holy One,” or “the One.”  This shows that the modern translations have an unclean spirit behind them.  It is not the Holy Spirit of God that would lead people to omit the phrase “Son of God.”  When Jesus said, “I am the Son of God,” He was making Himself equal with God (compare John 10 verses 33 and 36).

* John uses the phrase “Son of God” over and over because this Gospel presents Christ as “the Son of God.”

v. 35) This “next day” is not the day after verse 29, but the same day.  Notice that it says, “again the next day.”  In other words, these events are on the same day as verse 29.  That is why it says “again.”  How do we know this?  Because the third day is recorded in John 2:1.  The third day is a marriage.         

v. 36) See notes on verse 29.

vv. 37-38) The Lord asks man questions (Gen. 3:9,11).  Of course, the Lord already knows all the answers.  So why would He ask questions?  The Lord wants to hear your answer.  Jesus asked these two men about what they were seeking.  Jesus already knew everything in their hearts, but your words manifest things in your heart.  

* It is like prayer.  The Lord already knows what you need, but it helps you grow as a Christian to pray and depend on Him.  And the Lord wants you to love Him enough to talk to Him and bring everything to Him in prayer.

v. 39) It is very important in discipleship to invite your disciple to your home.  Discipleship is not only teaching.  Discipleship is spending a great deal of time with a person and pouring your life into that person.

* Remember that the Jewish day begins at 06:00 hours in the morning.  Therefore, the first hour is 07:00 hours, the second hour is 08:00 and so on.  The tenth hour would be 16:00 hours.

v. 40) Andrew shows us a great lesson in soul winning.  The soul winner must:

1. Follow Jesus - v.40.

2. Abide with Christ - v. 39.

3. Bring his family to Christ - v. 41.

4. Realize the emphasis in soul winning is on getting men to Christ - v. 42.

v. 41) No one really says a lot about Andrew being a great man of God.  But in this verse we see that he is responsible for bringing Simon Peter to Jesus Christ.  Many great preachers in church history were led to the Lord by people that did not become famous.  The lesson we can learn from this is to quietly do our job for the Lord and He will reward us properly at the Judgment Seat of Christ.

* “Messias” is the Greek translation for the Hebrew word “Messiah”

v. 42) “Cephas” is an Aramaic name meaning “a stone.”  It is not the word “rock” as the Roman Catholics say.  Simon Peter is not the Rock on which the church was built.  Simon was only “a stone.”  

v. 43) These men were not only saved men, but they were DISCIPLES.  A disciple FOLLOWS the Lord. 

v. 44) The Lord knew exactly the location (town) where He would find these dedicated men.

v. 45) Like Andrew, Philip immediately finds someone to tell about Christ.  It is obvious that a Christian cannot be right with God if he is not bringing others to Jesus Christ.  It is one of the most fundamental parts of the Christian life.  

* Notice how much credit man tries to take for himself.  Philip said, “We have found him.”  That is not exactly true.  The truth is that the Messiah found them.  Verse 43 says that “Jesus...findeth Philip.”

* The common Jew seemed to be looking for the Messiah.  Where were the Jewish leaders?  They were not looking for the Messiah.  They were studying the scriptures about the Messiah, but they missed Him when He came.

v. 46) If a man wants the truth, then he will “come and see.”  People that stay away from a Bible believing church are not honestly seeking the truth.  

* Notice this confidence that Jesus has in verse 39 and that Philip has in verse 46.  They are not afraid for people to “come and see.”  If you have the truth, then there is nothing to be ashamed of.  Let people come hear the witness from your mouth and the preaching from your preacher.  If it is true, then it will be obvious as the Bible is opened and it is allowed to plainly speak.

v. 47) The word “guile means “trickery.”  Jesus was not a common man.  He knew what was in Nathanael’s heart.

v. 48) The Lord knows all about you and me.  It is frightening to realize that.  At salvation, men realize that the Lord knows everything about them and it strikes fear into the human heart.

* Nathanael is a type of the 144,000 witness in the tribulation.  1. He is an Israelite.  2. He is male.  3. He has no guile (Rev. 14:5).  4. He follows the Lamb (Rev. 14:4).  5. He would see the glory of the Second Coming  (v. 51).

v. 49) The Jews had the Psalms.  They knew that God had a Son (Ps. 2:12; Prov. 30:4).  The Jews had much more light about Jesus Christ than the Gentile world.    

v. 50) Being “all-knowing” (omnipotent) is a small thing for Jesus Christ.

v. 51) Genesis 28:12 - Jacob’s ladder is a picture of the Second Advent of Christ.  Jesus Christ is the ladder in Jacob’s dream.  

* This is the “greater thing” that Christ mentioned in verse 50.  He was telling Nathanael that he would see the glory of the Second Coming.  

* Jesus changed His title from “Son of God” to the Jewish title “Son of man” because He was calling out Jewish disciples.

Chapter 2

* As we come to chapter two, it is important to notice a dispensational system in the “days” mentioned at the beginning of the Gospel of John.

1. Chapter 1:19-28 - John Baptist represents the OT dispensation.

2. Chapter 1:29-34 - John Baptist’s public ministry to Israel represents Christ’s earthly ministry.

3. Chapter 1:35-42 - Calling out of the disciples represents the calling out of the Church at Rapture.

4. Chapter 1:43-51 - The conversation with Nathanael represents the Second Advent and Christ’s glory.

5. Chapter 2:1 - A marriage supper on the third day represents Rev. 19:17-19.

* This THIRD DAY is mentioned in Hosea 6:1-2.  There are two thousand years of the “Church Age.”  This two thousand year period is like two days to the Lord and the THIRD DAY is the Millennium of 1,000 years of perfect peace on earth.  This period will start with the Second Advent of Christ, the Battle of Armageddon, and the Marriage Supper of the Lamb.

v. 1) Notice that the Bible never calls Mary “the mother of God.”  The Roman Catholic church says, “Mary, the mother of God,” but the Bible calls her the “mother of Jesus.”  Jesus is a man’s name.  Mary was only the mother of His human nature.  She was not the mother of His divine (God) nature.  In other words, God does not have a mother.  The man, Christ Jesus, had a mother.  

* In this way, the RCC puts a human being, Mary, ahead of God Himself.  

v. 2) The bride and bridegroom are not mentioned because Jesus is the important one.

v.3) Mary had been observing Jesus for many years (Luke 2:51-52), and she knew that He could solve the problem.      

v. 4) The “hour” refers to the “hour of His death.”  See John 7:30 and John 12:23-25.

v. 5) The Mary of the Bible focuses all the attention on to Jesus Christ.  This woman told people to do whatever Jesus Christ said to do.  The Mary of the Roman Catholic Church is a totally different woman than the Mary of the Bible.  The RCC’s Mary makes appearances all over the world and speaks messages that are against scripture.  The RCC’s Mary was worshipped as the “Queen of Heaven” in the OT and she is a devil (Jer. 44:17-19).  

v.6) A “firkin” is about 9 gallons (or about 35 liters).  Therefore, each of these pots could hold between 70-100 liters.  There were six pots.  That means that they could hold 420-600 liters altogether.  This is a very large amount of wine being consumed.

* People that want to be drunkards go to this passage to say that Jesus turned water into alcoholic wine.  According to Habakkuk 2:15-16, that would make Jesus Christ a sinner.  You must make a choice.  Either you believe that Jesus was a sinner or you believe that this was not alcoholic wine.  For a thorough and involved study on this topic, see the notes on Ephesians 5:18.  However, we will point out a few things here:

1. There is no doubt that drinking alcohol is AT LEAST “the appearance of evil.”  See 1 Thess. 5:22.

2.  If there is any doubt about doing a thing, then it is SIN.  See Romans 14:23.

3.  If something causes a Christian brother to sin or stumble, then it is SIN.  See Romans 14:21.

* There is really nothing more you need to know than that.  There is a lot more scripture against alcohol, but you could stop with the three above and that would be enough to know that you should stay away from alcoholic wine.  Then the result of drinking is enough to prove that no good Christian should be close to the tavern.  Drunk drivers kill 12,000 people in the USA every year.  Drinking alcohol makes a man behave as a fool, commit sexual sins, and have little or no memory of his behaviour (Hab. 2:15-16 and Prov. 23:29-35). 

v. 7) Simple obedience without asking questions is unusual for the Lord to find.  

v. 8) Notice that the Lord only “speaks the word” and the water is turned to wine.  This is the same way in which He created the worlds in Genesis.  The Charismatics twist this truth and say that they can “speak the word” or “confess” things into being so.  They do not have this ability that Jesus Christ has because He is the Word of God Himself.

v. 9) Notice that there is NOTHING in the passage that would lead us to believe that this is alcoholic wine.  Every statement that is made could be made about grape juice (wine) that is not alcoholic.  It is the private interpretation of men who do not look at the Bible as a complete unit that has caused people to believe this is alcohol.

* The RCC claims to change alcoholic wine into the “so-called blood of Christ.”  However, when men drink the liquid in the mass it tastes like WINE.  Why does it not taste like blood?  But when Christ turned water into grape juice (non-alcoholic wine) it tasted like grape juice, NOT WATER!  There is obviously something wrong with the way the RCC teaches doctrine.

v. 10) Some people say that because the phrase “well drunk” is used then this must have been alcohol.  That argument will not work because “drunk” is a past tense of drink (like drank).  See Leviticus 11:34 where all drinks are said to be “drunk.”  

* The argument that you put out good alcohol first and then worse alcohol after people have become drunken will not work either.  At a feast or banquet, people always put the best food and drink out first and then if that runs out they bring out whatever is left (the worse).  This principle works for any food or drink and does not prove that the wine is alcoholic.

* Devotionally speaking, this shows a Christian how the world will give him pleasure first, then suffering.  In the Christian life, you suffer first (by denying yourself) and you receive rewards and pleasure afterward.

v.11) Jesus Christ’s first public miracle is turning water to wine.  Wine or grape juice is a picture of blood  (Deut. 32:14).  This agrees with the first public sign by Moses.  He turned water to blood in Egypt.  Notice that Christ is called the “Prophet like unto Moses” (Deut.18:15-18).

* The reference to the “disciples” believing is not FULL BELIEF (Mark 9:24).  It is similar to the way that we have believed on Jesus Christ for salvation, but we have unbelief in other areas of our life (holiness, prayer, giving, and others).

v. 12) The people of Capernaum were shown great light from Jesus Christ, but they did not repent (See Matt. 11:23).

v. 13) This is the first Passover feast mentioned in Christ’s earthly ministry.  Remember that the Passover is the 14th day of Abib (April).  Remember also that Christ’s earthly ministry was only three and a half years.

1. First Passover - Chapter 2:13 - Jesus is 30 years old.

2. Second Passover - Chapter 5:1 - Jesus is 31 years old.

3. Third Passover - Chapter 6:4 - Jesus is 32 years old.

4. Fourth Passover - Chapter 11:55 - Jesus is 33 years old.


* This is the Passover at which He was sacrificed as the Lamb of God.        

vv. 14-15) Men were doing big business in the Temple of God and making much money.  A true man of God will be angry when He sees that God is neglected for the purpose of pleasing of men.  Anger is NOT always sinful in the Bible.

*The Bible warns against a man getting angry quickly or easily (Eccl. 7:9).

a. The Lord is SLOW to anger (Nahum 1:3), but He does get angry (without sin) every day (See Psalm 7:11).

b. The Christian is commanded to be angry without sinning (Eph. 4:26).  You should not be happy when someone is teaching false doctrine and damning souls.  You should be angry about it.  You should also be angry when someone is backbiting another brother in Christ or when a brother is pretending to be spiritual while stepping out on his wife.  In other words, God is angry about sin (Ps. 7:11), and a Christian that is in fellowship with God should also be angry about sin.    

c. The Bible commands you against being angry WITHOUT A CAUSE (Matt. 5:22).  In other words, if you have a proper (Biblical, spiritual) cause for being angry, then it is not a sin to be angry.  In order to do this, you must not get “in the flesh” with this anger (Rom. 8:8) and become “a fool” (Eccl. 7:9).

d. The Bible speaks against the fleshly anger of screaming and shouting and acting like a fool to defend yourself or your point of view (James 1:20). 

* Jesus Christ was zealous and angry, but it was WITH A CAUSE.  It was for His Father’s house (Psalm 69:8-9).  If a preacher has a real, eternal vision, then there will be times that he prepares his sermon and preaches it because he is angry about his topic.

v. 16) If you compare this verse to Matthew 21:13; then you will see that Jesus Christ clearly made Himself equal with God the Father (John 10:30).  Notice that in Matthew 21:13, Jesus Christ purified the temple for the SECOND TIME and called the temple “my house.”  This is significant because Jesus called the temple, “my Father’s house” here in John 2:16 at the first purification of the temple.  This is a strong proof for the doctrine of the Deity of Christ (Jesus Christ is God Almighty).

v. 17) The reference here is from Psalm 69:9.

* Notice that Jesus was also angry about the hard hearts of people in Mark 3:5.  

v. 18) The Jews knew that the “Prophet like unto Moses” (Deut. 18:15-18) would have the “Jewish signs” as Moses had the signs (1 Corinth. 1:22).

v.19) The Jews did not understand what Christ was saying (See v. 21).  When Jesus used the word “this” He was referring to Himself.  This usage of the word is exactly like the conversation in Matthew 16:18.  In that passage, He said, “Thou are Peter, and upon THIS rock I will build my church.”  In both of these passages, the Lord talks about a subject and turns the focus to Himself by using the word “THIS.”

v. 20)  This is a reference to a “courtyard” around the Temple that Herod started building in 16 BC.

v. 21)  It is obvious from the comments in Matthew 27:62-63 that some people did understand that Christ was talking about His own body.    

v. 22) The eyes of the disciples were opened when Jesus rose from the dead (Luke 24:31-32).  This gave them the ability to remember (John 14:26) and to understand things (1 Corinth. 2:14) about Jesus Christ.  Lost people did not have this ability.         

* The OT speaks of Jesus’ resurrection (Psalm 16:10).

v. 23) Today, the closest thing to these miracles would be the changed lives of men that have trusted Jesus Christ.  Murderers, thieves, drunkards, and fornicators have become holy men because of a personal meeting with the Lord Jesus Christ.  

* When a man is transformed by his salvation experience it is a genuine miracle (2 Corinth. 5:17).  Of course, many people are saved at a young age and they did not live a life of DEEP SIN.  Therefore, a great change does not take place in their lives.  Thank God that they never knew great corruption by sin.  However, a man should be able to look back and realize how terrible his life would have been if he had not met Jesus Christ.  In this way, he can see the great change that Jesus Christ made in his life.

* Herod’s only concern in seeing Jesus Christ was that he might see a miracle done by the Lord (See Luke 23:8).  He had no understanding that he was dealing with God in the flesh and he had no understanding that Jesus could change his life.  Many people today seek Christianity for some personal benefit rather than a deep spiritual need.  Herod’s interest in Christ was no deeper than a man’s interest in TV or entertainment.

v .24) The Lord was not impressed with most of His followers.  He knew that most men were trying to get close to him for the sake of “association,” not genuine love for God (John 6:26).  The human nature of man is so sinful that it is almost impossible to find a good motive in the heart of man (Jeremiah 17:9).

v. 25) “...he knew what was in man.”  The human nature of man is basically BAD and Jesus Christ knew that!  No one could convince Him that “man is basically good” as false teachers try to convince us in the modern day.  The natural habit of man is to do evil and to sin more and more.  No one must teach a child to lie, get angry, fight, or steal.  Our nature is a SIN NATURE and it does not need one lesson on “How to Sin.”  

* Jesus Christ had knowledge of what was “in man.”  He knew that the same people that spoke kind, flattering words to Him would be the same people to shout, “CRUCIFY HIM.”

Chapter 3

* The FALL of Genesis 3 is the reason that we must have the NEW BIRTH of John 3.
vv. 1-2) Notice the wording of verse one, “a man of the Pharisees.”  At the end of chapter 2, we see that Jesus was not impressed by “what was in man.”  Then the scripture mentions “a man of the Pharisees.”  And notice that this man comes with nice, flattering words.  He was boasting about Jesus.  This approach never works on a man that has spiritual discernment.  The Lord was not impressed with Nicodemus’ flattery.

* Nicodemus came “by night.”  His position with the religious organization caused him to sneak around at night like a criminal.  This shows that he was a proud, self-righteous man.  The Pharisees were marked by this type of character.  Notice that the Lord did not come looking for Nicodemus.  The Lord does not waste His time on proud people.  Jesus Christ was always looking for a humble person that knew they were in need of forgiveness.  

* To the credit of Nicodemus, he DID come looking for the Lord.  None of his colleagues in the religious organization did that!  

NOTE: When a “religious organization” is established the Lord is never invited as a member.  The Lord fellowships with people as individuals and the Lord is greatly concerned with His Church (all saved people and the local assembly).  Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit do not waste time with religious organizations or big denominations.

* Nicodemus called Christ, “a teacher.”  The Pharisees had plenty of teachers (1 Corinth. 4:15).  They needed a Saviour, not a teacher. 

* Nicodemus showed his IGNORANCE of truth by saying that no man could do miracles without God.  That is not true.  Many people are led by unclean spirits and they have a limited power to do miracles.  The antichrist will have great power to do miracles (Rev. 13:11-15).  Power to do miracles does not mean that a person is sent from God (1 John 4:1-3).

v. 3) Notice that Jesus does not greet him or show him any respect.  He speaks to Nicodemus in a very rude way.  WHY?  The Bible says that there was no “guile” in His mouth (1 Pet. 2:21-22).  In other words, He was not trying to impress anyone with words.  He was not wasting any words.  Jesus was saying the things that needed to be said and He was not trying to soften His words.  We could learn from that.

* Jesus simply told Nicodemus that he MUST be born again.

v. 4) Notice that Nicodemus did not APPLY what Christ said to himself.  He did not say, “How can I be born when I am old?”  Most lost people do not see their personal need straightaway.  They need the Holy Spirit to deal with them.  

vv. 5-6) TWO OF THE MOST IMPORTANT VERSES IN THE BIBLE.

* More people have gone to hell on a bad interpretation of these verses and Acts 2:38 than any other verses in the Bible.  However, the Bible is very clear when it is simply READ and not “interpreted.”  

*Verse 5 says, “born of water and of the Spirit..”  Verse 6 says, “That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit.”  The Second Birth in verse five is “of the Spirit” and the Second Birth in verse six is “of the Spirit.”  Therefore, water has NOTHING to do with the second birth or being born again.  The birth “of the Spirit” is found in Ephesians 1:12-13.  In these verses, the Holy Spirit seals a man when the man TRUSTS Jesus Christ to be his Saviour.  Therefore, a man is born again by putting his faith in Jesus Christ to be his Saviour WITHOUT WATER!  The Second Birth takes place when the Holy Spirit comes inside a person. 
* What is the reference to WATER in John 3:5?  It is a reference to man’s physical, fleshly birth.  Jesus Christ Himself gives that interpretation in John 3:6 by saying, “That which is born of the flesh is flesh...”  In other words, you must be born once (in the flesh) before you can be born twice.  An angel cannot be born again because an angel has never been born once in a fleshly body.  

* “Born of Water” Is a Reference to Physical Life * 

1. A human child is in a sack of water in the mother’s womb before birth.  When that sack of water “breaks” the travail of labour begins.  In other words, “birth begins when the water breaks.”  When the child comes forth he is “born of water.”

2. Jesus knew that He was speaking to a Jew, Nicodemus.  Jesus also knew that the Jewish Pharisees had the OT, the law of Moses.  In the first book of Moses, Genesis, the first mention of creatures with physical life (Gen. 1:21) is a reference that says “the waters brought forth abundantly.”  The first PHYSICAL life in the universe (even before man) is brought forth from the water!    

3. A woman that bears children is called a “fountain” and her children are called “rivers of waters in the streets” in Proverbs 5:15-18.

4. The physical genealogy of Israel is said to “come forth out of the waters of Judah” in Isaiah 48:1.

* There is no doubt in the mind of an honest man that physical birth is connected to WATER.  

v. 7) Jesus Christ did NOT say that “You SHOULD BE born again,” or that “You need to THINK ABOUT being born again.”  He said that you MUST be born again.  It is absolutely essential.  Without the new birth, a man goes to HELL.

* Many religions and many people place no emphasis at all on being born again.  But the Creator of the universe said, “YOU MUST BE BORN AGAIN!”     

v. 8) The Old English word “list” means “want.”  See Matthew 17:12 and James 3:4.

* Doctrinally, Jesus Christ was comparing the working of the Holy Spirit to the blowing of the wind.  No one can make the wind blow and no one can make it stop.  The same is true of the work of the Holy Spirit.  Many Christians would love for the Holy Spirit to really work in their life and in their church.  But you and I cannot force the Holy Spirit to do anything.  Many lost people would love to make the Holy Spirit stop convicting them, but they have no power over the Spirit.

v. 9) By this time Nicodemus is shaken.  He did not understand the discussion of being born twice.  He did not understand the discussion of being born by water and by the Spirit.  And now the Lord Jesus is talking to him about the wind and the Holy Spirit.  It was Nicodemus that came to Christ, but Nicodemus has not been able to discuss whatever it was that he came to discuss.

v. 10) Jesus made it His custom to ridicule the lack of knowledge of the religious leaders of Israel.  Several times He said, “Have ye not read?”  See Matthew 19:3-4; Matthew 22:28-31; Mark 12:10; Luke 6:3.

v. 11) The Lord Jesus Christ uses very, strong words to say, “I know what I am talking about!”  This probably troubled Nicodemus very much because the discussion was difficult for him to understand.  He had no idea of what Christ was talking about.  Christ even accused him of rejecting His witness.

v. 12) I am sure that Nicodemus did not see the things that Christ was discussing as “earthly things” that are simple to understand.  Nicodemus probably thought, “There are heavenly things that are more difficult than this?”  Of course, if we did not have a completed Bible, then we would be as much in darkness as Nicodemus about these things.  As a matter of fact, many people today remain in darkness about John chapter 3 and they have no excuse for being as ignorant as Nicodemus.  

* The perfect NT verse that goes along with this statement made by Jesus Christ is 2 Corinthians 2:14.  And in the next verse (3:13), Christ mentions a “heavenly thing” that is almost impossible for the human mind to understand.  However, we can believe it!

v. 13) Some people use this verse to teach that “no one goes to heaven at death.”  That is not what the verse “says.”  The verse says that “no man hath ascended up to heaven.”  The word “ascend” means for a human body to go up into heaven “under its own power.”  No man in the Bible ever ascended except for Jesus Christ (See Acts 1:9-11 and Acts 2:30-35 - David’s soul and spirit left his body, but his body was buried in the ground).  

* Enoch and Elijah were taken up in a “rapture.”  But the word “rapture” means to be “caught up.”  In other words, they did not go up in their own power.  The RCC teaches that Mary, the mother of Jesus, ascended up into heaven without dying!  You will NEVER find anything like that in the Bible.

* On this same verse, people ask, “How could Jesus be on the earth and claim to be in heaven AT THE SAME TIME?”  This is another great proof for THE DEITY OF CHRIST, the teaching that Jesus Christ is God Almighty in the flesh.  Why?  There was a part of Jesus Christ that was confined to the earth.  That would be His fleshly body that was limited by hunger, thirst, getting tired, temptation, and other things.  However, there was a part of Jesus Christ that was the great “I AM” of the Old Testament (JOHN 8:56-59!!!).  That part of Jesus Christ fills heaven and earth and is in all places at the same time (Jeremiah 23:24).  You must remember when you read the Bible that Jesus Christ was “the man, Christ Jesus,” and at the same time He was “My Lord and My God” (John 20:28).  The dual nature of Christ is not noticed by the cults and false religions, but it is repeated over and over as we study through the book of John.

* One old church “Articles of Faith” said that He was, “...man of very man and God of very God...”  He was 100% man and 100% God at the same time!  You will never completely understand it, but you are commanded to believe it (See John 3:12).

* This verse is corrupted in the modern English versions by removing the last four words, “...which is in heaven.”  What spirit would lead a translation committee to remove verses that prove Jesus Christ was God?

vv. 14-15) The OT account of Moses doing this is found in Numbers 21:7-9.  This serpent on a pole was obviously a picture of Jesus Christ on the cross.  The comparison to NT salvation is that in the OT account anyone that would “look” (by simple faith) at the serpent on the pole was given life.  This shows how simple it is to trust Jesus Christ as your Saviour.  No works of righteousness were required.  If a person believed that they would be saved by looking, then they could “look and live.”  Truly, there is “simplicity in Christ” (2 Corinth. 11:3-4).                         

* The doctrinal application of this “lifting up” of Jesus Christ refers to His crucifixion.  John 12:32 says plainly, “lifted up from the earth.”  This is the process of the cross being raised between heaven and earth by the Roman soldiers.  However, the Charismatics have started teaching that if we “praise God and ‘lift up Jesus,’” then people will be saved.  So they go about “speaking the name of Jesus” and having wild “worship services” in belief that people will be drawn to Christ.  This is not the application of the verse.  The Bible actually says that preaching the Gospel is the power of God to bring souls to salvation (Rom. 1:16; 1 Corinth. 1:21).

v. 16) This is the most well-known Bible verse worldwide.  However, people do not read it as it stands.  It speaks in the PAST TENSE saying that God “loved” the world and gave His Son because He “loved” the world.  From this verse, there is a false teaching that God loves sinners, but He hates their sin.  That is false.  God does not love a sinner today that is rejecting Jesus Christ and living in open rebellion against God (Malachi 1:2-3).  God does not love EVERYONE.  There are people that God hates and that He calls “children of the devil” (See John 8:44).

* God manifested His love to this world 2,000 years ago at Calvary.  Now, if a man wants God to love him, then that man must come to Calvary and receive Jesus Christ.  If the man has not done that, then the wrath and anger of God is on his head (Psalm 7:11; John 3:36).

* This verse is corrupted in modern versions by removing the word “begotten.”  This corruption lowers Jesus Christ to be like you and me.  We are sons of God (John 1:12), but He is the ONLY BEGOTTEN SON that was born DIRECTLY from God the Holy Ghost!  There is a difference.     

v. 17) A GREAT TRUTH.  Many people believe that God is too hard and unfair.  But God has done everything possible to save the world.  The problem is not with God.  The problem is with men that love their sin and hate God (Ezekiel 18:29-32).

v. 18) According to this verse, God has already pronounced judgment on the lost man.  He says, “You deserve Hell.”  God is now waiting to execute that punishment on the sinner.  This would be the same as a magistrate that gives a judgment, but there is a period of time between the court date and the fine to be paid.  During this “in-between time,” the sinner has an opportunity to receive Jesus Christ and be forgiven for EVERYTHING.  Praise the Lord for His mercy and grace or we would all be lost.

v. 19) Men reject Jesus Christ because they enjoy sin and darkness.  When a men gets tired of his sin or when a man starts to fear God, then the man will get saved (Prov. 1:7).

* Most sins are committed in the dark (Job 24:12-15).  When a person can commit sin in the day time without feeling guilty, then the person’s conscience is finished.  When a nation allows sin to be out in the open without shame, then the judgment of God is not far behind.  That nation will fall as Israel fell (Jer. 6:15).

vv. 20-21) A man’s flesh does not want to come to the light of the word of God.  It is a crucifixion for a person to spend time in the light of the word DAILY.  When a man wants the truth, then nothing will stop him from coming to the light.  

* “When the lights come on, the cockroaches run and hide.”  This is a good comparison of sin in the light of the word of God.

v. 22) When you compare this verse to John 4:2, it appears that there is a possibility that Jesus was baptizing His disciples at this point.  However, the Bible is not very clear on this subject.  If He was not baptizing them, then who would He be baptizing?  It is not clear.  John the Baptist was baptizing and we know that Christ gave His own disciples the authority to baptize (Matt. 28:19-20).

vv. 23-24) This verse shows us that for a very short time John the Baptist and Jesus Christ were both ministering in different places but at the same time.  This did not last long as we read John’s statement in 3:30.

* NOTICE: John chose a place to baptize that had MUCH WATER.  If the method of baptism is sprinkling, then why would they need a large body of water.  Obviously, the method of baptism has always been immersion.   

vv. 25-28) This appears to be some of the disciples of John coming to him with a complaint about Jesus.  Perhaps they were trying to “sow discord” between them (Prov. 6:16-19).  John had no jealousy toward Christ.  He knew that his job was to prepare the way for Christ to come and be exalted as King.  The church needs more humble servants that know their place in the body.  Too many saints are trying to be a part of the body that God did not intend for them to be.  However, we will see in the next verse that John the Baptist was not part of the Body of Christ, the Church.

v. 29) Jesus Christ is the bridegroom.  The bride is the NT Church (Eph. 5:25, 31-32) that includes all saved people.  Who is this “friend of the bridegroom?”  That is John the Baptist.  He said, “...this my joy therefore is fulfilled.”  In other words, the church did not start with John the Baptist because he was not even part of the bride (the Church).  He was simply the “friend of the bridegroom.”

* This verse proves that the Baptist Bride doctrine is wrong.  They teach that the church started with John Baptist before Acts 2.  Therefore, you and I should preach the same Gospel as John!  That is heresy.  John preached the Gospel of the Kingdom and we preach the Gospel of the Grace of God.

v. 30) This was very true of John’s ministry.  But this should also be true for every Christian in our daily lives.  We must crucify SELF and the FLESH, and allow Jesus Christ to live through us (Phil. 1:21).

v. 31) Remember, the theme of the Bible is a KINGDOM.  John speaks of Christ being “above all.”  In the end, Jesus Christ will rule all things and He will be above all.  

vv. 32-33) Receiving Jesus Christ and His testimony proves that you believe “God is true.”  The Jehovah’s Witness that rejects Jesus Christ is calling God a liar (1 John 2:22-23).

v. 34) The man, Christ Jesus, was not like an average, “spirit-filled” child of God.  Jesus Christ was not only filled with the Spirit.  He is ONE with the Holy Spirit in the Godhead (1 John 5:7).  Therefore, He did not have the Holy Spirit “measured out” to Him.  The OT prophets and the NT saints had a measure of the power of God.  However, Jesus Christ had the “unlimited” power of the Holy Ghost!  Remember, He promised to “be with you alway” in Matthew 28:19-20.  That is why we should not have the “spirit of fear” (1 Tim. 1:7).

* And Jesus Christ not only had the words of God, HE IS THE WORD OF GOD (John 1).

v. 35) See John 5:20 where Jesus makes a similar statement to the one that John makes here.

v. 36) This verse tells us that a man does not have to commit a terrible sin to go to hell.  A man can live a clean life and still go to hell if he neglects ONE THING.  The damning sin is to leave out trusting Jesus Christ.  Therefore, it is not a sin that a person COMMITS that sends a man to hell.  Murder, adultery, stealing, and drunkenness are not the sins that cause a man to go to hell.  It is a sin of OMISSION (not doing something) that sends a man to hell.  If a man neglects to trust Jesus Christ, then he goes to hell.

