Chapter 17

* This chapter contains what is probably the GREATEST PRAYER in the Bible.  It has three divisions:

1.  Christ prays for Himself that the Father might be glorified – (vv. 1-5)

2.  Christ prays for the 11 chosen Apostles – (vv. 6-19)

3.  Christ prays for ALL who WILL believe in the future – (vv. 20-26)

GREAT PRAYERS IN THE BIBLE:  (in these prayers man is always put down and God is lifted up)

Exodus 32 – Moses


2 Kings 18 – Elijah against the prophets of Baal


2 Samuel 7 – David


Ezra 9 - Ezra

1 Kings 8 - Solomon 


Nehemiah 9 – Levites

* Positions of prayer:

1. Flat on the face – Num. 16:20-22  

2. Laying a situation (or a paper) before the Lord – 2 Kings 19:14-16

3. Kneeling with hands held out – Ezra 9:5

4. No change from the body’s position in a normal conversation – Neh. 2:4-5

5. Standing – Neh. 9:4-6

6. Kneeling – Daniel 6:10

7. Lifting the hands – 1 Tim. 2:8

NOTICE:  There is no STANDARD position that the Bible gives for prayer.  Many positions are given and none of them are said to be “the rule.”  The position of “the heart” is far more important than the position of the body.

v. 1) The “hour” has been mentioned many times in the book of John.  Finally, the “hour” had come for Christ to be lifted up on the cross.  It is very important to notice that if the Son is glorified, then the Father is brought glory at the same time.  

* Muslims point out that nowhere in the Bible is it recorded that people “closed their eyes in prayer.”  Here we see Christ “lifting up his eyes” to heaven.  This could indicate the position of his face being turned upwards or it could actually mean that His eyes “were opened” and looking in that direction.  We close our eyes to cut down on being distracted by the physical, earthly things around us.  Jesus Christ being perfect and without sin was not as easily distracted as we are.  Again, the point is that there is no “legalistic” rule given as to “position of the body” in prayer.  The position of the heart is far more important.

v. 2) The Lord Jesus refers to Himself here in the “third person” (as “him”) when speaking about being given “all flesh.”  This is a reference to Christ’s deity.  In other words, He was NOT only a man of flesh, but He was divine as well.

v. 3) The meaning is obvious.  You only come to know the “true God” through the Lord Jesus Christ.  The Muslim that says, “I know and believe in ONE god, Allah,” is not saying anything significant.  A man can say, “I believe in God,” but he can still be lost.  WHY?  Because he MUST know the true God through receiving the Lord Jesus Christ!

vv. 4-5) This is clearly another reference to Christ being God manifest in the flesh.  There was a time in ETERNITY PAST that Jesus Christ had “glory” with the Father.  

 v. 6) This is a reference to the Apostles.  A Calvinist would say that the “men” given to Christ are “the elect saints”  But the condition of these “men” knowing God was not a decision that God made in ETERNITY PAST.  These men had a free choice to follow Jesus Christ or reject Him.  That decision was made at the time when Christ called them (in time) and it was not a decision made by the Father (in eternity past).  That was a free choice made by each individual man.  God KNEW which men would become the Apostles, but He did not FORCE them to do something against their ability to choose.

vv. 7-8) The Lord Jesus Christ was sent into this world by the Father and He spoke (and gave out) “the word of the Father.”  The Apostles received God’s word and they were convinced that Jesus Christ came out from God the Father.

* Now He has sent us (Christians) to be witnesses in this evil world – John 20:21.

v. 9) These are GREAT and marvelous words.  Jesus Christ prayed for the Apostles and He prayed for YOU and me (Rom. 8:34).  

* Notice that God does not believe that “all men are created equal.”  The Lord said, “I pray for them: I pray not for the world…”  The Lord did not believe that all men are equal, and He did not agree with “equal rights.”  The Lord said that He would pray for one group and for the other group He would NOT pray.  There is a GREAT difference between being saved and being lost.  

v. 10) There is no difference in belonging to God and belonging to the Son.  WHY?  John 10:30, “I and my Father are one.”  

v. 11) Jesus Christ prayed that believers would be “one” AS He and the Father are one (again, John 10:30).  Of course, this is a reference to the “Body of Christ.”  Every saved person in the Church Age will come together one day and make up the “Bride of Christ.”  This prayer will be answered in the future when we, as His Bride, will marry Jesus Christ.  However, in another way this prayer is already being answered because “by one Spirit” we are all baptized into one Body (1 Corinth. 12:13) even now.

* Notice the title that Jesus used in addressing God the Father, “HOLY FATHER.”  This is the very title that Catholics use when speaking about the Pope.  BLASPHEMY!

v. 12) Jesus Christ is keeping us saved.  You do not need to TRY to keep yourself saved.  The Lord is handling that for you.  The man that “tries” to keep himself saved is the same man that believes he can lose salvation.  If you know that you cannot lose salvation, then it is because you have TRUSTED Jesus Christ to save your soul and KEEP your soul saved (2 Tim. 1:12).  If you cannot TRUST Jesus Christ with your soul, then who can you trust?

* The “son of perdition” is the “man of sin” or the antichrist in 2 Thessalonians 2:3.  Therefore, Judas Iscariot is somehow connected to the man that will soon be revealed as a “one-world ruler.”  The very spirit that came into Judas will come into the antichrist.

* The scripture that was fulfilled is Psalm 109:7-8.

v. 13) The Lord wants His children to have fullness of joy in this life and eternity.  But in this life there are trials that can help us come forth as “vessels unto honour” now and in eternity.  Our joy will be full in eternity if we see that our lives truly brought glory to God (Rev. 4:8-11).

v. 14) This is similar to John 15:18-19.  See notes on those verses.

v. 15) The Lord has a job for us to do and therefore, we must live IN this world.  1 Corinthians 5:9-10 says the only way to avoid sinners altogether is to “leave this world.”

v. 16) Jesus Christ not only saves from Hell, but He also saves us from “the world” (Gal. 1:4).

v. 17) The word “sanctify” means “to set apart.”  The word of God will set you apart from this world.  A man that is baptized in the Bible day after day will not “fit” into the world system.  He will automatically be set apart from this evil world.  

* There are two types of sanctification.  One type takes place at salvation and the other type is daily sanctification.  

v. 18) The word “missionary” means “a sent one.”  This shows us that Jesus Christ was a missionary and He has sent every Christian into this world as a missionary.

* Missions is required.  It is not optional for a Christian or a local church to be involved in missions.  Missions is mandatory!  It is a command!

v. 19) Christ is referring to being “set apart” at Calvary.

v. 20) Everything that the Lord has said in this chapter up to this point applies to us.  It is not ONLY for the Apostles.  We Christians that are saved today are the latest generation of people that have believed the “word” carried through the generations by “sleeping” saints.  It is most important that we continue to take the word to others.

v. 21) This is similar to verse 11.  This request for absolute unity is made five times in this chapter.  

* If we are ONE with God the Father and Jesus Christ, then we should be VERY different than the world.

v. 22) In the eternal mind of God, all the blessings that are prepared for us have already been bestowed upon us (Rom. 4:17; Rom. 8:29-30).  This includes the fact that one day we will be in a perfect, glorified body.

v. 23) God the Father loves you as much as He loves Jesus Christ!  Isn’t that enough to make you ashamed of your sin and turn from it?

* Being “made perfect” does not refer to sinlessness.  It refers to daily sanctification that involves you “working out” your own salvation.  It is not “working at” salvation.  In other words, God puts salvation inside you and you work it out “to the outside.”

v. 24) The Lord wants to show us His glory.  There is no doubt that the Lord wants to return and take us home to heaven.

* This verse is more proof that the soul of a Christian goes immediately to heaven at death (“…be with me where I am…” – 2 Corinth. 5:6-8).  The Watchtower Society has lied about this for more than 100 years, saying that only 144,000 people go to heaven.

vv. 25-26) The ideas in these two verses have already been discussed in the chapter.

Chapter 18

v. 1) Here Christ is going forth to meet sin “head-to-head.”  The accounts in Matthew 26:36-46 and Luke 22:39-46 record the agony of Jesus Christ in the Garden of Gethsemane.  Those details are not mentioned in the Gospel of John.  

* Sin came into the world in a Garden in Eden.  Sin was overcome by Jesus Christ starting in a Garden, Gethsemane.  In the Garden of Eden, Adam and Eve were chased by an angel with a “flaming sword.”  In the Garden of Gethsemane, Simon Peter cut off the Malchus’ ear with a sword, and Christ told Simon to put away the sword.        

v. 2) Gethsemane was often the meeting place for Christ and His disciples.

v. 3) At the Second Coming, men will try to fight Christ with many powerful weapons.  However, when Christ tries to take over the kingdoms of this world He will be overwhelmingly successful.  But at His first coming into the world, He came to die (18:36).

v. 4) This is another example of the Lord asking questions to men even though He already knows the answer.  He forced them to confess that they were coming to arrest Him.

vv. 5-8) Notice the answer of Jesus Christ.  Three times He said, “I AM he…”  Jesus Christ is Jehovah God of the OT.  

* Would you continue with your plans to arrest a Man when His words make you fall down backward?  Obviously, these men were led by the unclean spirit of the devil.  

* This is the only thing in the Bible that resembles being “slain in the Spirit.”  And the ones “slain in the Spirit” are unsaved men coming to arrest Jesus Christ.  

v. 9) This is the fulfillment of John 17:12.

v. 10) John’s Gospel is the only one that gives the name of this man, Malchus.  The Lord kept Peter from going to jail by putting the man’s ear back on his head (Luke 22:50-52).

* Again, would you arrest a Man that can put the ear back on the man’s head without surgery?  This was “the hour of evil.” 

v. 11) This “cup” is the wrath of God on sin.  See Rev. 16:19.

v. 12) These men were full of the devil.  That is the only reason that they could bind Jesus Christ after seeing what He did in verse 6 and after seeing Him heal Malchus.

v. 13) Christ went to be judged before a man FIVE TIMES before His death!  He was before Annas, then to Caiaphas, then to Pilate, then to Herod, and back to Pilate.  FIVE!

v. 14) John 11:49-52

v. 15) This is a reference to John the Apostle.  He went all the way with the Lord when others were afraid (Mt. 26:58).   

v. 16) Peter was following, but he was not following closely.  This is a picture of a Christian that is not totally committed.

v. 17)  Men lie when they are afraid (NO EXCEPTIONS)!  The saint of God should not be a liar (2 Tim. 1:7).  Simon Peter was a totally different man in the Book of Acts.  He suddenly became bold as a lion.  Why?  The resurrection changed the lives of the disciples.  They were willing to die for Jesus Christ because they KNEW that Christ rose from the dead.  The baptism of the Holy Ghost in Acts 2 was also a life-changing event.

v. 18) Simon Peter was warming himself with “the world.”

v. 19) They were trying to find some law that Jesus had broken or some heresy that He had taught.  But they found none.

* What were they asking about His disciples?  Either they were protesting Christ’s authority for having His own disciples.  Or maybe they were mocking Him because His disciples forsook Him.  It is common for people to ridicule Bible believing Christians because their following is not large.  Even the Lord Jesus Christ Himself was hated by the majority of people.  The multitudes shouted, “Crucify Him!”

v. 20) The Lord had nothing to hide and He never made one mistake in His own defense.  Do not say things that must be kept private by the people close to you.  Christ was open about everything that He said because He never sinned with His mouth.

v. 21) Your words are very important things.  A Christian should be “blameless” in his speech.  Christians should not be guilty of speaking “idle words” (Matt. 12:36).  Do not say things that you do not MEAN.  “Mean what you say and say what you mean.” 

vv. 22-23) Jesus calmly received a beating (not like Paul in Acts 23:1-5).  Again, His words were blameless.  No one could answer His question.  The Lord Jesus was obviously the REAL and all-powerful Judge.  He made a habit of questioning the people that questioned Him.

* This is the first blow that struck the body of our Lord and it was not by a Roman soldier.  It was from His own countrymen and His brethren “according to the flesh,” the Jews (John 1:11).

v. 24) When Christ was sent to Caiaphas, we find in the account of Matthew that the Lord told him in short, “One day I will be judging you!”

vv. 25-27) For more information on this event, read Luke 22:54-62.  Malchus was a relative to the High Priest.

Lessons to Be Learned from Simon Peter’s Fall:
1. The believer (in himself) is as weak as water.  Only two hours earlier, Peter had taken the Lord’s Supper, and he had received the plainest possible warning about denying the Lord.

2. It shows the danger of self-confidence.  Peter said, “Though all men shall be offended because of thee, yet will I never be offended.”

3. It shows us the consequences of prayerlessness.  If Peter had watched and prayed rather than sleeping, perhaps there could have been a different story.

4. It shows the dangers of being close companions with the wicked.

5. It shows the disastrous influence of the “fear of man.”  Proverbs 29:25

6. It should prepare us when our familiar friends fail us in a crucial hour.  God often permits this to cause us to depend on Him even more.  

v. 28) This account is in Matthew 26:57-68.  This is so typical for a Pharisee.  They are planning to kill THE SON OF GOD, but they are more concerned about their legal rules and their opportunity to “look good” before others!  The judgment hall was Gentile property and therefore, a Jew would be ceremonially “unclean” by entering it.  This would have disqualified them from keeping the Passover ceremony.  This shows the total uselessness of religion!  Religion will not cause a man to do right when he really needs to do the right thing. 

* The charge against Christ was “blasphemy” (Matt. 26:65).  Notice that it was still “early” in the morning.  The disciples of Christ did not watch and pray with Him for one hour, but His enemies were zealous to stay awake all night in their plans of murder.  That shows us that man is willing to give up far more to commit sin than to do righteousness.

vv. 29-30) Notice the good character of Pilate to ask the accusation.  Roman law required three things:

1. There must be a SPECIFIC accusation or indictment against a prisoner.

2. The man accused must be allowed a “face-to-face” meeting with his accusers (Acts 25:16).

3. The accused must have an opportunity to answer for himself or defend himself (Acts 25:16).

* The Pharisees did not want to give a specific accusation because they had no case.  They simply wanted Pilate to say, “I believe you that this man is a criminal.  No problem.  We will put him to death.”  The problem was that Pilate did not “take their word.”  He followed “the law of the land.”

* This is why the Jews were forced in Luke 23:1-2 to make up some false accusations.

v. 31) The Jews already had an “unjust” trial and had condemned the Lord “without a cause.”  Now we see why they did not stone him immediately.  The punishment for blasphemy in Leviticus 24:16 was stoning.  However, the Jews were not allowed under Roman rule to practice the death penalty.  

* But the Jews were hypocrites.  They put Stephen to death without consulting the Roman government and it was no problem (Acts 7:58-59).  Pilate even gave them permission to crucify Him because he did not want to be responsible for His death (19:6).  But the Jews did not want to be responsible either.  No one stepped up to deliver Him, so they were all responsible! 

* Crucifixion was the Roman form of execution, not the Jewish form.  When Psalm 22:16 was written (1,000 years before Christ) there was no Roman Empire.  Therefore, it would be impossible for David to know that the Messiah would be killed by crucifixion.  God wrote the Bible!  

v. 32) Matthew 20:19

v. 33) Pilate is worried.  He had heard many things about Jesus, no doubt.

v. 34) The Lord knew what was happening.  He knew that there was a conspiracy against Him.  Pilate knew that Christ was NOT a criminal, but a Man delivered up because of envy in the hearts of Israel’s leaders (Matt. 27:18).  However, Pilate was not strong enough to release Christ or declare Him as “innocent.”  

* Pilate never answered the Lord’s question.  

v. 35) Pilate had enough understanding to know that the question of Jesus Christ was a Jewish question.  And the Jews had rejected their King!  To understand the Bible, a man must understand the KINGDOM ISSUE!  The theme of the Bible is not salvation, but a Kingdom.

v. 36) Here the Lord is answering the question that Pilate asked in verse 33.  In the future, the fight will be physical at the Battle of Armageddon.  But “NOW” the kingdom is “not of this world.”  Now the kingdom and the battle are SPIRITUAL things (Rom. 14:17).  In the future, a physical kingdom will come and it will be set-up after a physical battle.

* The word “now” is removed from all corrupt English Bible versions.  However, every Greek text contains the Greek word for “now” (nun) in this verse.

v. 37) The Lord knew His purpose for being on this earth.  He understood why He was born and the things that the Father wanted Him to accomplish.  One day, all things will be fulfilled and He will sit on the throne in Jerusalem as King of Israel and King of the whole earth.  

* The Lord Jesus Christ is the only One that can cause a human being to have a purpose in life.  Lost people are wandering through life with no understanding of why they were born or what their purpose is on this earth.

v. 38) Notice that Pilate was not really asking a question, nor wanting to know the TRUTH.  He said to Christ, “What is truth?”  It is like a man saying, “I don’t believe in an absolute truth.  Each person has their own beliefs and there is NO TRUTH.”  That is the philosophy of most educated people that do not know the Lord.  Pilate did not wait for an answer because he was STATING his own unbelief in the Truth.

* This is the first of three times that Pilate says Christ was an innocent man (19:4, 6).

v. 39) At this point in time, Luke 23:16 tells us that Pilate was willing “to chastise” (whip) Christ and let Him go.  However, he gave the Jews an opportunity to choose between the Lord and a real, murderous criminal.  Pilate had hoped, no doubt, that the people would have chosen Jesus as the One to be released.  Pilate wanted nothing to do with the condemning of Christ, but because he had such weak character he went down in history as the one that condemned Christ.  Pilate had a chance to be a great character in history and he had the chance to be a saved man.  However, he was a coward and feared “the people.”  See Mark 15:12-15. 

* Notice that Pilate calls the Lord, “the King of the Jews.”

v. 40) There was one man that REALLY could understand the crucifixion.  Barabbas was a condemned, guilty man (John 3:36), and his only way to avoid punishment was through a Substitute.  That is exactly the same case for every sinner that has been saved by Jesus Christ.  We are all guilty and condemned.  However, we can be released as innocent and forgiven through the substitutionary death of Jesus Christ.   

* “Bar” means “the son of” and “Abba” means “father” as you learned previously in the Matthew notes (Matt. 27:15-26).  Therefore, two men were offered to the crowd by Pilate and both men were “the son of a father.”  The Father of Jesus Christ was God.  The father of Barabbas was the devil (John 8:44).  Barabbas was a robber and he was found guilty of murder and sedition against the government (Luke 23:18-19).         

Chapter 19

v. 1) This is a fulfillment of Psalm 129:3 and Isaiah 53:5.

v. 2) The Roman soldiers mocked the Lord.  They put a robe of purple upon Him.  The colour purple is a mixture of red and blue.  This represents blood (red) and water (blue).  Indeed, this represents the two natures of the Lord Jesus.  Why?  Christ was “born of water” through his mother Mary.  However, His blood came from “His Father” and it was the blood of God (Acts 20:28).  The makeup of a baby’s blood comes from the father.  Therefore, “red” represents His deity, and “blue” represents His humanity.  See 1 John 5:6.  The divine nature and the human nature were put together in “the man, Christ Jesus.”  This is what the purple represents.

* Notice the robe was put on Him by the Romans.  It was not His garment.                   

v. 3) These soldiers were striking the Creator of the Universe.  It was the greatest spiritual battle that ever took place.  The Lord could have made the decision at any moment to stop things and destroy His enemies (Matt. 26:53-54; Col. 2:13-15).  But He endured all things and accomplished the will of the Father.  

* The true test of a man is what he can tolerate when the “fire is turned up” in his life.  Jesus Christ never quit, never faltered, never thought about sinning, and never doubted His purpose.  He is the perfect example of a REAL man because He won the fight by standing for what He knew was right.  This is where Adam fell in the Garden of Eden.  Adam knew the right thing to do, but he failed to be a man and stand against sin in his own life.      

v. 4) Pilate was obviously disturbed to see Christ beaten “without a cause” (Psalm 35:19; Psalm 69:4).  Pilate acknowledged about seven times that Christ was an innocent man, but he had no courage to take a stand against “the people.”

v. 5) Pilate was visibly impressed with the Lord.  He spoke this statement as if Jesus were the only Man in the world.  “Behold THE MAN!”  Pilate did not say, “Behold this man,” but “Behold THE man!”  Never before had Pilate judged a man that behaved himself as this man did.  

* No doubt, Pilate was hoping that the crowd would be satisfied by the whipping Christ received.  He hoped that now he would be able to release the Lord.  He did not want to see any more punishment inflicted on the Innocent Lord Jesus.  This was the testimony of a man that had no reason to have prejudice against Christ.

v. 6) Pilate’s scheme of trying to avoid the condemnation of Christ failed totally.  The Jews, especially the leaders, would not be happy unless Jesus was put to death.  This is similar to the way “religious leaders” of Rome have persecuted God’s people for the last 2,000 years.  

* Pilate told the Jews to take Jesus and crucify Him against Roman law.  Why?  Because Pilate found Him innocent, and it would mean that for the Romans to put Him to death would be like MURDER.  It would not be justice “taking its course” against a guilty criminal.  So once again, Pilate had the Lord “on his hands.”  He tried several ways to avoid the issue, but like lost men today…Pilate was FORCED to make a decision about Christ.  Today, men make the decision of “accept Christ or reject Christ.”

v. 7) The Jews knew that Pilate did not “mean” that they were allowed to crucify Him, or they would have done it straightaway.  Pilate was accusing them of breaking Roman law by trying to condemn an innocent person.  Therefore, the Jews defended themselves by saying, “We have a law, and by our law he ought to die…”  They were referring to Leviticus 24:16.  Their thinking was simple, “If Pilate accuses us of breaking Roman law, then we will accuse him of breaking Jewish law.”

* The Jews did not realize that their final attempt to make Christ guilty was to say that “He made Himself the Son of God.”  Did they not consider in their minds that this might be a fact?  In trying to condemn the Lord they actually condemned themselves for rejecting the Son of God.  Pilate could not really argue with this accusation.  

* The Seven Accusations Brought Against Jesus Christ:
1. They charged Him with threatening to destroy the temple (Matt. 26:61).

2. They accused Him of being a malefactor (John 18:30).

3. They said that He refused to pay taxes (Luke 23:2).

4. They said that He “perverted the nation” (Luke 23:2).

5. They said that He “stirred up the people” (Luke 23:5).

6. They said the He claimed to be a King (Luke 23:2).

7. They said that He made Himself the Son of God (John 19:7).

v. 8) This statement really got the attention of Pontus Pilate.  He had a “bad feeling” that THIS was the difference between Jesus and all the other men that had faced him.  Pilate had a suspicion that this Man truly WAS the Son of God.  But it did not change Pilate’s cowardly decision.

v. 9) Pilate knew that Jesus was from “Herod’s jurisdiction,” Nazareth in Galilee (Luke 23:6-7).  So there was no reason to ask Jesus where He was from on this earth.  Pilate was asking Jesus if He was from “above” or from some other place (like Heaven).  However, Pilate’s statement in verse 10 shows that he did not believe on the Lord Jesus in a real way.

v. 10) Here we see the PRIDE of a Roman politician.  Pilate claimed to be “above the law.”  He claimed to have power to crucify or release the Lord REGARDLESS of His innocence or guilt.  But when he wanted to release the Lord, he was powerless to do it (John 19:12; Acts 3:13)!     

* Nebuchadnezzar displayed the type of power that Pilate claimed to have (Daniel 5:19).  Both of them were willing to execute anyone whom they desired to kill.  It is well said that “Absolute power corrupts ABSOLUTELY!”

v. 11) Some sins are worse than other sins.  Judas’ sin was worse than Pilate’s sin.  Christ tells Pilate the simple truth that God sets up kings, rulers, and governments.  And the Lord uses them for His own purposes (Proverbs 21:1; Romans 13:1-5).  However, Pilate had the opportunity to make his own choice and take sides with Jesus Christ.

* In a way, the Lord answered Pilate’s question of verse 9.  He said that Pilate received power “from above.”  That is the place where Christ came from, “above.”

* Notice that the last word that Pilate heard from Jesus Christ was the word, “SIN!”

v. 12) At this point, Pilate makes a real effort to save Jesus from His enemies.  John does not record Pilate’s earnest plea to deliver Christ, but he did record the answer of the Jews.  The Jews rejected Pilate’s appeal to spare the life of Jesus.  

* The Jews had the perfect argument for the cowardly Pontus Pilate.  They knew that he was truly a hypocrite.  Therefore, they frightened him with the possibility of losing his job and perhaps “his head.”  Now the decision was very simple to Pilate.

v. 13) Now Pilate could no longer “play with the issue.”  Now he had made his decision and he would have the Lord crucified to save his own career and remain “a friend of Caesar.”

v. 14) John records the time in the Gentile way.  In other words, the “sixth hour” here is 06:00 hours.  We know that because the time of crucifixion is 09:00 hours (recorded in Mark 15:25 in Jewish time as “the third hour” or three hours after the sun came up at 06:00 hours).

* Notice also Mark 15:33 says that darkness was over the whole earth at “the sixth hour” (or 12:00 noon – Gentile time).  And Mark 15:34 says at the “ninth hour” Christ cried “My God, my God…” (that is 15:00 hours – Gentile time).

* Notice the way Pilate said, “Behold your King!”  He was convinced that Jesus was “King of the Jews!”

v. 15) The Jews condemned themselves for the next 2,000 years with these words.  They claimed to submit to a “Roman King.”  Today, the ultimate ruler of Rome is the Pope.  The Roman Pope was behind the slaughter of 6,000,000 (six million) Jews by Adolph Hitler and Germany.  In the tribulation, there will be a great connection between the Roman Catholic Church and the antichrist that will devour the Jews!

v. 16) Between verses 15 and 16 is the event recorded in Matthew 27:24-25.  At this point, Pilate delivered Jesus to “their will” or whatever they wanted to do (Luke 23:24-25).

v. 17) The account in John simply says that Christ carried His own cross.  However, the account in Luke 23:26 says that “…as they led him away, they laid hold upon one Simon, a Cyrenian…and on him they laid the cross, that he might bear it after Jesus.”  Matthew 27:23 says almost the same thing, and Mark 15:21 is similar.  

* The most probable answer is found in Luke.  It says that Simon actually carried the cross and he was “behind” the Lord.  Therefore, John’s reference to Christ “bearing the cross” might refer to the soldiers forcing the Lord to carry it the last part of the way or something like that.  It might even be that Simon failed to carry the cross and Christ needed to help him.  That is more probable than the common teaching, not found in the NT.    

* Many people teach that Simon of Cyrene was chosen to carry the cross because the Lord was weak and unable to manage.  The word of God never mentions such a thing.  They say that Christ started to carry it, but He fell or failed.  This caused the Romans to pull Simon out of the crowd.  The Bible does not say exactly.  But we know that Simon is one of the notable men of African descent in the scriptures (along with the Ethiopian of Acts 8) and he is probably the one mentioned in Acts 13:1 as a leader in the church at Antioch.

v. 18) This is the fulfillment of Isaiah 53:12.  See also Luke 23:33.

v. 19) There are four different versions of this inscription given in the Gospels.  Matthew, Mark, and Luke all have a different “part” of this accusation, but John recorded the entire phrase minus “This is” at the beginning.  See the Scofield note in Matthew 27:37, page 1042, note number one.

v. 20) Notice that the Lord was not crucified “inside” the city of Jerusalem, but “nigh” (or near) to the city.  The Roman Catholic Church says that Calvary was “inside” the city, but a true Christian knows that Christ was taken “outside the gates” of Jerusalem.  This is significant because it represents the “separation” between Christ and the established, religious systems of the world.  See Hebrews 13:12-13.  We are to go “outside the city” if we are disciples of Christ.  We have “no continuing city” here (Hebrews 13:14) and we are to bear “the shame” of being associated with Jesus Christ.  A Christian should not love this world and its false religions.

* Notice that the Jews were told to take a man that blasphemed and cursed and was worthy of death “outside the camp” in Leviticus 24:11-14, 16, and 23.  Christ was accused of blasphemy and was taken “outside the city.”  Therefore, the Roman church is wrong again.

vv. 21-22) The accusation of Jesus Christ remains a great truth.  Truly, the Lord is “King of the Jews.”  What a blessing to see that Pilate refused to change the truth.  However, he did not do it to please God, but simply because he cared not for the Jews.  

vv. 23-24) This is the fulfillment of Psalm 22:18.  The coat “woven from the top throughout” is the picture of the universe as has been explained in the Matthew notes.  See Hebrews 1:10-12.

v. 25) These are three of the six “Mary’s” mentioned in the NT.

v. 26) Notice how the Lord simply calls Mary, “Woman.”  Christ never lifted up Mary or boasted about her.  Christ never called Mary, “the Mother of God!”  The Bible never mentions such a title even one time.  It is blasphemous to say that God had a mother.  Mary was only the mother of “the man, Christ Jesus” (or His HUMANITY).  Therefore, it is proper to call Mary, “the mother of Jesus,” but NOT “the mother of God.”

* John refers to himself “indirectly” by calling himself, “the disciple whom Jesus loved.”  See the Introduction on page 2 under “John The Apostle as a Picture of the NT Church.”   

v. 27) At this time, Mary’s husband, Joseph, must have been dead and she was a widow.

vv. 28-29) This is the fulfillment of Psalm 69:21.  When Christ needed water it was never given to Him.  This is a picture of the Passover Lamb being roasted without one drop of water.

v. 30) This is the seventh and final statement made by Christ on the cross.

v. 31) The prophecy that Messiah’s bones would not be broken is in Psalm 34:20.  The Passover lamb in Exodus 12:46 was a picture of the true Passover Lamb, the Lord Jesus Christ.

* This verse explains the confusion about Jesus supposedly being crucified on Friday.  The next day was NOT the normal weekly Sabbath on Saturday.  No!  The verse says that the next day was “a high day” or a special Sabbath.  

* See Leviticus 23:5-7.  According to Leviticus, the 14th day of the month (Abib) was the Passover every year.  This is the day on which the Lord was crucified.  Then the 15th day starts the feast of unleavened bread.  And that very day (the 15th day), the first day of the feast, is a “holy convocation.”  In other words, it is a “high day” or a special Sabbath.

14th day (Wednesday)

15th day (Thursday)

PASSOVER


High Sabbath

Christ crucified

Beginning of Feast 

of Unleavened Bread

* So there is no such thing as “Good Friday.”  The Lord Jesus Christ died on a Wednesday and He was in the grave three days and three nights (Matt. 12:40).   

vv. 32-33) This is the fulfillment of Psalm 34:20.  See also 19:36.

v.34) “Blood and water” represent the two natures of Christ (See notes on 19:2).  This fulfilled the prophecy of the Messiah being “pierced” in Zechariah 12:10 (See also 19:37).  Water coming out of the body after the blood means that every drop of Christ’s blood had come out of His body.  He shed every drop of His blood for the sins of the world.

* Christ died BEFORE the two thieves.  This means that the NT started right here and the two thieves died in the NT (doctrinally).  See Hebrews 9:15-17.

* Pilate was amazed that Jesus died so quickly (Mark 15:44-45).  Of course, we know that He “gave up the ghost.”  See John 10:18.

* In this account, we do not have the confession of the centurion (Matt. 27:54), “Truly this was the Son of God.”     

v. 35) This is John the Apostle speaking about his own account.  See also 20:30-31.

v. 36) Psalm 34:20 – Notice that the soldier was told to break His legs, but he did not do it.  However, the soldier was NOT told to pierce His side, and he did do that.  All of this was done to fulfill scripture.  The man had no idea that he was being used to fulfill the word of God.

v. 37) This is a reference to Zechariah 12:10.  But notice the wording very carefully.  In so many places (like verse 36), the Bible says “the scripture…fulfilled.”  However, this verse says, “…another scripture saith” because Zechariah 12:10 will NOT be FULFILLED totally until the Second Advent of Christ.

v. 38) This is part of the fulfillment of Isaiah 53:9.  Joseph of Arimathaea was a rich man and the two thieves were wicked.  Notice that Joseph was a believer, but he was still afraid of the Jewish leaders.  A Christian should not fear man in this way. 

v. 39) Nicodemus was a Pharisee along with Joseph of Arimathaea.  These men were probably the only religious leaders of Israel to believe on Christ.

v. 40) According to John 20:7, there had to be two separate wrappings.  One was for the head and the other for the body.

v. 41) Joseph had given Jesus his own tomb (Matt. 27:59-60).  It was no problem because the Lord only needed it for three days.  AMEN!

* This is a good picture of life.  There is a tomb even in the beautiful garden spots of life.  Life at its best is still corrupted by sorrow and trouble (Job 5:7).

v. 42) The “preparation” is the High Sabbath or the first day of unleavened bread (see v. 31).

Chapter 20

v. 1) If we read the other Gospel accounts, then we find that another woman came with Mary Magdalene (Matt. 28:1 says “the other Mary” and Mark 16:1-2 says “Mary the mother of James and Salome”).  By now, you must understand that the accounts in the Gospels do NOT contradict each other.  They supplement (or add to) one another.

v. 2) This woman loved the Lord so much that she RAN to tell the disciples.  

vv. 3-4) Of course, John refers to himself as “the other disciple.”  He ran faster than everyone else because he was the youngest (around 20 years old).  This is one reason that John lived until almost 100 AD (or 65-67 years after the death of Christ).  He was a young man when Christ died in 33 AD.

v. 5) This behaviour shows us that John was somehow expecting the Lord to resurrect.  He did not walk in and look for His body.  He simply bent down and looked in without going inside.  John was also respectful enough to wait for the older Simon Peter to come and “take the lead.”  He entered after Simon went inside (see v. 8).

vv. 6-7) If a thief had taken the body of Jesus, would he have wasted time to fold the cloth that was wrapped around His head?  Of course not!

v. 8) See verse 5.

v. 9) How could anyone think that OT saints were saved by “looking forward” to the death, burial, and resurrection of Christ?  Even up to this point, the disciples are “not clear” about what was happening.

 v. 10) We know that Mary the mother of Jesus went to live with John the Apostle (19:27 and notes).  
v. 11) This is Mary Magdalene (v. 1).  She loved the Lord so much because she had been forgiven for so much (Luke 7:47).

v. 12) These two angels might be Michael and Gabriel, but the Bible does not say.  The only angels mentioned by name in the Bible are those two.

vv. 13-14) The fact that people did not recognize the Lord after His resurrection means that a glorified body can appear in different forms.  The only other possibility is that the Lord had to “open the eyes” of people for them to know it was Him (Luke 24:31).

vv. 15-16) She only knew it was the Lord when He called her “by name” (John 10:4-5).

vv. 17-18) The Lord ascended up to heaven and He had returned a few hours later (v. 19).  This is why Christ told Mary, “Touch me not.”  The Lord was going to do the High Priestly work of applying His own blood on the mercy seat in Heaven.  This is why Mary could not touch Him (Hebrews 9:6-8, 11-14).  See Leviticus 16 for the work of the High Priest on the Day of Atonement. 

v. 19) They were assembled for a meeting on the first day of the week when Jesus entered the room.  The glorified body of Jesus Christ was able to pass through the wall or the locked door.  The Jehovah’s Witnesses falsely say that Christ was only resurrected as “a spirit.”  This is not true.  The Bible is clear that Christ was resurrected with a real body (Luke 24:39).  But it was a “glorified body” that could do supernatural things.

v. 20) Obviously, Christ showed them His scars so that they could be SURE this was the very One that they had walked with.  Again, the glorified Lord must have looked a bit different than He looked before because they were “glad” after seeing the scars.  

* “Then were the disciples glad…”  They thought that all hope was lost at Calvary, but the resurrection proved that they had believed the truth.  Can you imagine how their hearts were filled with joy to see Jesus Christ alive after His resurrection?

v. 21) This is a great verse in the NT.  The Lord Jesus Christ has sent us, His disciples, into this world as His representatives.  The job is a great responsibility and a sacred trust.

v. 22) The breath of Jesus Christ IS the Holy Ghost.  However, this is not a pattern for us to do such things today as Benny Hinn breathes on groups of people saying, “Receive ye the Holy Ghost.”

* This is not the baptism of power that is seen in Acts 2.  The disciples were told (Acts 1:4-5) to wait at Jerusalem for “the promise” of the Father (or the giving of the Holy Spirit).

Acts 2 was “the baptism of the Holy Spirit” when the Spirit would dwell inside the believers permanently and the church became a living organism.  But the “receiving” of the Holy Spirit that takes place in John 20:22 is a foretaste of Acts 2.  Christ was giving them “a filling” of the Spirit for the purpose of fulfilling the ministry until the Day of Pentecost.  The Spirit was “with them” here in John 20:22, but John 20:22 was not the “baptism of the Holy Spirit” of Acts 2.

v. 23) This is the verse used by the Roman Catholic Church to say that they are the only ones with power to forgive sins.  The RCC says that Christ gave Simon Peter the authority to forgive sins and that the Roman Pope is the successor to Peter.  Therefore, only the Roman Pope and Priests can forgive sins.  These lies are straight from Hell!

Number one, Simon Peter was not the first pope and the Roman popes have nothing to do with Christianity and the Bible.  Simon Peter was a married man (Mark 1:30; 1 Corinth. 9:5).  Simon Peter was NOT the pastor or bishop at Rome (1 Peter 5:13).  He was at Babylon when Paul was greeting the church at Rome with NO greeting to the “supposed pastor,” Simon Peter (Romans 16:1-16).  Why would Paul not greet Peter, if Peter where in Rome as pastor?

Number two, when we look at this verse we see that it was spoken to ALL of the disciples (not only Peter, and not only the eleven).  See the account of the same event in Luke 24:33-39 and in verse 33 you will find the eleven and other disciples.  Therefore, ANY child of God can “remit and retain sins.”

Number three, what does it mean “to remit and retain sins?”  As a born-again, child of God, you can tell a person that they are “in their sins” or they are “forgiven of their sins” based on what they do with Jesus Christ.  In other words, only God has power to forgive sins (Mark 2:7).  Christ was NOT transferring this power to men!  No!  

* However, a Christian does have power to tell people that they are “in their sins” if they reject Jesus Christ.  The perfect example of this is Simon Peter’s statement in Acts 10:43.

v. 24) Thomas had “forsaken the assembly” (Heb. 10:25) and it damaged his faith (v. 25).

v. 25) Thomas is recorded in history as the great “doubter” because of this one event.  How will people remember you?  This shows that a good Christian can ruin his testimony in one moment and we must be mindful of our behaviour.

* This is the verse that tells us Christ was nailed to the cross with nails.  Some people draw pictures with the Lord held on to the cross with ropes, but the Bible is clear.

v. 26) This event happened the same way as the event in verse 19.  The doors were shut, but Christ had the ability to pass through the wall or the closed door.

vv. 27-28) A GREAT PROOF TEXT FOR THE DEITY OF CHRIST.  This is the first confession by one of the disciples that Jesus is LORD and GOD!  But Thomas is not remembered for this.  He is remembered for his doubts.

* Notice that nothing has been said yet to Peter about his denial of the Lord.

v. 29) This is a reference to us.  We believe without seeing anything.  We believe the word of God is true and the record is the record of God (1 John 5:9-13).

vv. 30-31) THIS IS THE PURPOSE OF THE GOSPEL OF JOHN.  The things written in this Gospel are necessary for people to believe on Christ.  If you fail to lead someone to Christ, then a very, good thing to do is to challenge them to read the whole book of John.  Tell them to pray and ask God to reveal the truth to them about salvation, the deity of Christ, and other things.

* The Lord Jesus Christ did many things that are not recorded (21:25).  However, God “hand-picked” the things recorded in the Gospel of John to help people believe on Christ.

Chapter 21

v. 1) “Tiberias” is the Roman name for Galilee.  The Sea of Galilee has two other names in scripture as well, Chinnereth and Gennesaret (Josh. 13:27; Luke 5:1).

vv. 2-3) Simon Peter returned to his worldly love.  It is not a sin to fish, but sometimes things that are not sin can become sin because of the reasons behind doing them.  The Lord had appointed a place for the disciples to wait for Him (Matt. 28:16).  It was a mountain, not the sea.

* In the flesh you can do nothing as the disciples caught no fish here.

vv. 4-5) They did not recognize the Lord, perhaps because He did not call them by name.

v. 6) The God of creation can tell the fish and animals to do something and they do it.  Only man disobeys the Creator!  

v. 7) John had spiritual discernment that the others did not have.  He probably remembered the other time that the Lord caused them to catch a great number of fish (Luke 5:4-8).

v. 8) 200 cubits is about 300 meters

v. 9) The Lord had already prepared a meal for them.  This shows that even in His resurrected state, Christ remembers and cares for the physical needs of His disciples.  The fish and bread probably reminded the disciples of the previous miracles of feeding people with the same food.

* Notice the Lord did not need their human effort of fishing to provide fish for them!

v. 10) This shows that the Lord can use us to catch fish (souls) or He can do very well catching them without us.  The Lord will get the job done.  The question is, “Do you want the blessing of being involved in His work?”

v. 11) The net should have broken, but like the shoes of the Israelites in the wilderness…God can sustain things that are humanly impossible to sustain.

v. 12) Now their eyes were opened.

vv. 13-14) These verses need no explanation.

v. 15) The question is, “Do you love me more than the fish or feeding your belly?”  See Phil. 3:19

v. 16) In these verses, the Lord forces Peter to CONFESS Him three times.  Why?  Because Peter had denied the Lord three times during the trial before His crucifixion.  The Lord is restoring Simon’s discipleship, not saving him again.  No!

* Notice that in 1 Peter 5:1-4 Peter says to “feed the flock of God.”

v. 17) Simon knew that Christ had knowledge of his denial.  He said, “Lord, you know ALL THINGS.”  

* Peter never stopped loving the Lord, but he did get angry that the Lord would not allow him to fight!  That was the reason that he denied the Lord.

vv. 18-19) Christ is prophesying about Peter’s future death.  Peter would “stretch forth his hands” on a cross, but he would refuse to be crucified like Christ.  Therefore, history records that he was crucified “upside down.”

vv. 20-21) Here Peter gets carnal and he is concerned about “comparing himself” to John.  This is a common mistake and a bad mistake among Christians (2 Corinth 10:12).

* This verse mentions that John did ask about which disciple would betray Jesus.  This took place at the last supper.

vv. 22-23) The Apostle John did see the Rapture and the Second Coming when the book of Revelation was revealed to him on the isle of Patmos.  People were confused and they thought that John would not die, but the Lord took John up to heaven and showed him the future.  Then John came back to the day in which he lived and he died a natural death.

* Simon Peter represents the early church period.  He died as a martyr and the early church had many martyrs.  John represents the last church period.  He went up in a rapture as the saints at the end of the church age will do.

v. 24) This proves that “the disciple whom Jesus loved” (v. 20) is John the Apostle, the writer of this book.

v. 25) God “hand-picked” the things in this book for a purpose (20:30-31).

THE END.
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