Chapter 4

vv. 1-3)  In chapter 3, the Pharisees made an attempt to “sow discord” or cause division between Jesus and John the Baptist.  Now, at the beginning of chapter 4, Christ is aware of the fact that the Pharisees might do this again.  And it is becoming obvious that the number of Jesus’ disciples is growing while the number of John’s disciples is becoming smaller.  

* The Pharisees were probably planning to cause a problem about the fact that John was losing disciples to Jesus.  The fact that Jesus left Judea and went to Galilee kept the Pharisees from trying to do this.  Actually, John’s duty was to cause men to receive Christ as King of the Jews.  The fact that he was losing disciples to the Lord proved that John had done his job properly.  

* In verse 2, there are two ways to look at the verse.  


1. Jesus was not baptizing anyone except His disciples (see notes on 3:22).

2. Jesus Himself was not baptizing people (after He baptized the Twelve).  Verse one makes it clear that Jesus WAS making disciples and baptizing disciples.  The number of His disciples was a larger number than John’s disciples.  It was much greater than only the Twelve Apostles.  Therefore, the apostles were the ones that were baptizing people under the authority given to them by Christ.   
* The second view is the correct view.  Jesus Christ baptized the Twelve in 3:22, and this gave them authority to baptize the other disciples of Christ.

v. 4) Samaria is the land or province north of Judea (Judah).  This is the area where the Jews and Gentiles mixed races.  The result of Israel, the people of God, mixing with Gentiles was that the Samaritans did not fear God.  The Samaritans did not adopt the religion of the Jews that involved the worship of one true God.  The corrupt religion of the Gentiles (many gods) was adopted by the Samaritans.  This produced a people that did not fear God and He sent lions to kill them (See 2 Kings 17:24-34).  

* Notice that the Samaritans tried to mix the worship of the true God WITH their own idols.  This was not the REAL fear of God that we see in 1 Samuel 12:18-24.  There is a great truth to learn from this.  Close fellowship with worldly, wicked people will corrupt a Christian.  This close friendship will not cause the lost person to become a better person.  We should separate ourselves from the world, but PREACH to the lost.  Our close friends should be growing Christians that edify us and do not pull us down spiritually (2 Corinth. 6:14-17; James 4:4).

* During Christ’s earthly ministry, the Samaritans were shunned by the Jews because they were half casts. 

v. 5) Jesus could have traveled the way that most Jews traveled to Galilee.  Jews normally went around the land of Samaria on a road that went north next to the Sea of Galilee.  However, He passed through the middle of Samaria because He was not afraid to touch someone’s life.  He never thought that He was “better” than other people.         

* The reference to the land that Jacob bought is found in Genesis 33:18-19.

v. 6) The “sixth hour” is 12:00 noon in the Jewish day.  Here we see the humanity of the Lord Jesus Christ.  God cannot be weary or tired, but the Man, Christ Jesus, was capable of getting tired.

v. 7) The King of glory was tired and thirsty and He humbled Himself to ask a woman for a drink.  And this was not an average, common woman.  This was one of the Samaritans that were treated as “outcasts.”

v. 8) The word “meat” in the Bible refers to many different foods.  It is not limited to the way we use the word “meat” today.  See Genesis 1:29 (seeds and fruits).  See Leviticus 2:1-4 (oil, flour, cakes, and wafers).  

v. 9) Jesus Christ obviously looked like a normal, Jewish man.  She could tell immediately that He was a Jew.  He broke the racial barrier that most Jews were not willing to break.  However, He did not compromise sound doctrine and truth (v.22).  When the issue was absolute truth, He did not try to avoid offending her.

v. 10) We have seen the humanity of Christ in this chapter.  Now we see the Lord speak about His deity.  He claimed to have water of life that causes a person to live forever.  No human being can offer such a thing.

* The “gift of God” is eternal life (Rom. 6:23).  Why did He compare eternal life to water?


1. Water is necessary for life.


2. Water is from God.


3. Water comes down from heaven.


4. Water satisfies a person’s thirst (Prov. 25:25) like “Good News.”

* Notice that Jesus never mentions “baptism.”  Therefore, He was NOT comparing water to eternal life because a man can be saved by water baptism.  NO!

v. 11) The statement of the woman shows that she did not understand what Jesus meant.  The Old English word “whence” means “where.”

* The well of salvation is deep.  Man cannot reach salvation.  God must give it freely.

v. 12) The Pharisees asked a similar question in 8:53.

v. 13) A man that is trying to be satisfied by sin, the world, or money is never satisfied.  He must constantly have more and more and more.  He is never satisfied.  He continues to sin over and over again.  However, the man that receives Jesus Christ can say like the song, “Hallelujah, I have found Him, whom my soul so long has craved (desired), Jesus satisfies my longings, through His blood I now am saved!”

v. 14) A truly saved man should have a fountain of water flowing from himself.  If you are growing as a disciple, then the water of life will flow from you to other people (John 7:38).

v. 15) She still does not understand.  She is thinking physically about the well and all the work that she must do.  Therefore, the Lord seemed to change the subject and it opened her eyes.

v. 16) Jesus knew how to get her under conviction about her sin.  Joseph did something similar to this with his brethren in Genesis 42:19-23.  A good preacher should be able to bring a congregation under conviction of the Holy Spirit.

vv. 17-18) The man that she was living “in sin” with was probably the husband of another woman.

* Notice that sexual relations are not enough to make a real, Biblical marriage in the sight of Jesus Christ.  She was having physical relations with this man, but Christ said that this man was NOT her husband.  This proves that there must be a marriage commitment involved in the relationship in order for it to be considered “a marriage.”  See Matthew 1:20.  See also notes on Romans 7. 

v. 19) She is coming up from where she was in verse 9, but she is still lost.

v.20) She tries to change the subject from her own sin problem.  Now she wants to argue about religion.  Jesus must deal with her some more.

v. 21) The name of the mountain is found in Judges 9:7 (Gerizim).  It is the parcel of ground that Jacob bought in Genesis 33.  The Jews worshiped on Mount Zion in Jerusalem.

* In the OT, God always designated “a place” for worship.  See Deut. 12:3-5, 13-14; 1 Kings 8:27-30.  Notice, even THE GENTILES were commanded to worship at the proper place (1 Kings 8:41-43).  

* In the NT, the body of the believer is “the place” of worship (1 Corinth. 6:19-20).

v. 22) Jesus Christ did not try to soften His words.  He used great “plainness” of speech.  He said that if a person is not worshiping the proper way, then “they know NOT what they worship.”  In other words, God has ONE way of worship.  That way of worship is through God’s Son, Jesus Christ.  And everyone on earth that disagrees with Him is WRONG!

* Notice again, the STRONG emphasis placed on ONE race and nation of people.  “SALVATION IS OF THE JEWS!”  God favoured the Jew over all the peoples of the earth.  We must love, honour, bless, and pray for Israel (Gen. 12:1-3)!

v. 23) There is a change in the New Testament.  Now, if a person is not a child of God, then he CANNOT worship God.  In the OT, God allowed a Gentile to come to Jerusalem and to worship the true God.  The Gentile was not a child of God (Jew), but God permitted him to worship.  Now, there is no way for a lost man to worship God.  The first step for a lost man in worshiping God is to get saved.

* Notice: God the Father is seeking worshipers.  God the Son is seeking “the lost” (Luke 19:10).  When the Son of God finds you, then you can become a worshiper of the Father. 

v. 24) God the Father is not a human being.  God is “a Spirit.”  And He is not “one” with other spiritual beings (like angels, cherubims, seraphims, devils, unclean spirits or others).  He is a Spirit that is totally different than other spiritual beings.  

* The NKJV and other corrupt English versions change this verse to read “God is Spirit.”  This reading is used to teach that God is somehow “connected” to all other spirits in the universe.  This is a heresy.

* The most wicked people on earth are people that claim to “worship God,” but they do not worship God in SPIRIT and in TRUTH!  Charismatics, Roman Catholics, Jehovah’s Witnesses, Seventh Day Adventists, Muslims, and many other “denominational Christians” are claiming to worship God, but they worship Him WITHOUT the Bible.  Therefore, their worship means nothing to God.  “The words I speak unto you, they are spirit, and they are life.” (John 6:63b)
v. 25) This woman had some knowledge of the OT.  Both words, “Messias” and “Christ,” mean “anointed.”

* By this point in the chapter, we can see that Jesus Christ has answered all of her questions.


1. How is it that a Jew would speak to a Samaritan? in verse 9.

2. Where is this living water? in verse 11.

3. Where are we supposed to worship? in verse 20.

* If a person has an honest question that will not get you off of the subject of salvation, then try to answer their question.  But do not allow them to totally change the subject.  Sometimes, the fact that you can answer their question shows them that you have proper knowledge about the subject of salvation.  Bible knowledge is very twisted by the Watchtower Society and others.

v. 26) Notice that the discussion ends here when Jesus claims to be “the Christ.”  Something happened because there are no more questions and no more answers.  The woman believed on the Lord Jesus and was saved, no doubt (See verses 28-30)!  

v. 27) The disciples knew that a Jew should not talk to a Samaritan (in their culture).  However, they did not rebuke the Lord because He had already pointed out many things in their culture that went against the scripture.

vv. 28-29) When a person is born again, the first and most natural thing is for them to tell someone about it.  One of the first thoughts of a new convert is, “What about my family and friends?  They are going to hell, too.”

v. 30) At the end, the woman never drew water and Christ never received His drink.  However, both of them left satisfied because the woman believed on Christ and He was content to do the Father’s will without physical meat or drink (See verses 32 and 34).

v. 31) This verse shows us that the meaning of the word “pray” is “to ask.”  In its most basic form, prayer is simply “asking.”

v. 32) Be satisfied with knowing that you are doing the Father’s will and pleasing Him (Job 23:12).

v. 33) They did not understand this right away.  A disciple of Jesus Christ must continue to grow in order to think spiritually (Isaiah 55:8-9).

v. 34) John 19:30 - Reaching out to His lost creation was the main goal of the life of Jesus Christ.  The spiritual things were more important to Him than physical things.  He preferred to talk with this Samaritan woman about her soul rather than to eat a meal.  When you can sincerely feel that way about things, then you are maturing as a Christian.

v. 35) The reference to “four months” is for the time period from planting the seed to harvest the crop.  The seed of the word of God is amazing because at the time it is sown, immediately the harvest can be reaped from it.  No other seed can produce a crop straightaway.  

* There is no “season of soul winning.”  Every day is the proper season for soul winning.

vv. 36-37) There is a double blessing in winning souls to Christ.  You get paid eternally with crowns and rewards (1 Thess. 2:19-20).  And you receive the blessing of reaping a harvest of saved souls and changed lives.  There is no greater life on earth than a soul winner’s life.  

* In God’s system, one person might sow the seed of the Gospel.  Then another person might sow some more seed in the life of a lost person.  Then years later, another soul winner might reap that soul by actually leading the person to Christ.  But all the people that sow the seed and the one that reaps will rejoice together.          

v. 38) In the case of the Apostles, they reaped a harvest from the labours of the OT prophets and John the Baptist.  Today, we are reaping a harvest because of the labours of Bible believing Christians for the last 2,000 years.

vv. 39-42) This woman had become a soul winner for Jesus Christ.  People were converted because of her testimony.  However, MANY more believed because of the Lord’s own words.  A soul winner can accomplish a lot, but the actual work is done when the sinner meets the Lord personally.   

* Notice that the Samaritans were not saved as “a race” or “a nation.”  Many of them experienced individual, personal salvation because they had individual, personal faith in Christ.  Many people today believe that they were born as Christians because they were born in a certain nation that claims to be “a Christian nation.”  This is heresy.

v. 43) Notice that Christ spends “two days” with the Samaritans, then it is time for Him to go back to the Jews.  This is a picture of the Church Age, in which Christ spends “two days” (2,000 years) with the Gentiles.  Then He goes back to dealing with the Jews in the Tribulation and the Millennium.

v. 44) A preacher is always considered to be a greater man by those that are not familiar with him every day.  The people that knew the man as he was growing up are never able to respect him like the people that know him after he becomes so-called “successful” in the ministry.  The fact is that we have to be content with simply pleasing the Lord.  It really does not matter if people respect us or if they think we are successful.  We might look unsuccessful, but if the Lord is pleased with our service, then in reality, we are truly successful.  The Judgment Seat will reveal who really loved the Lord and who served Him from a pure heart.

v. 45) Notice that in Galilee He was received like He will be received at the 2nd Advent.  The reference to “the feast” is a reference to the events of John 2:13, 23.  See the next verse.

vv. 46-47) Notice that this rich nobleman is having problems like poor people have problems.  The best chance that a rich person has to be saved is when he has serious problems.

v. 48) This man proves to Jesus in verse 49 that he is not concerned with seeing signs.  He simply had a great need and he believed that the Lord Jesus Christ could meet his need.

v. 49) Herod never saw a miracle from Jesus like this man saw (Luke 23:8-9).  The reason this man was blessed was because he was not “playing politics” between Jesus and the Jews.  He was a desperate father that wanted his son to be healed.  The Lord knows who is sincere and who is faking.

v. 50) This nobleman had great trust in Jesus Christ.  The Bible says that the man believed the word of the Lord that his son was healed.  “How is it that we have NO faith?”  (Mark 4:40)

v. 51) Jesus Christ never had a partial healing, or a progressive healing (that got better and better as time passed).  All of the healing done by Jesus Christ was complete and immediate!  He healed ALL diseases and EVERY time without failure.  And Jesus did not even have to be in the same place as the person that He was healing in order to heal them!  Why have we never seen these things in the modern Charismatic movement?  

vv. 52-53) The healing took place at the same time that the man was speaking to Jesus.  

v. 54) Jesus Christ’s first public miracle was in Cana of Galilee at the marriage.  His second public miracle was the healing of the nobleman’s son in Cana of Galilee.  

Chapter 5

v. 1) This “feast” is the Passover (14th of Abib - Jewish or 14 April - Gentile) and it is the 2nd Passover in Christ’s earthly ministry.

v. 2) The number “5” is the number of death and in this case, many of the people waiting by this pool were sick or dying.  

* The name “Bethesda” is still used as a name for hospitals in our modern day.  Washington, D.C. has “Bethesda Naval Hospital.”

v.3) The modern corrupt versions are based on the Siniaticus and Vaticanus manuscripts which remove the last seven words from verse 3 and ALL of verse 4.

* The people in this verse are a picture of lost sinners that cannot save themselves.  We need God to reach down and find us or we are lost for eternity.

v. 4) This story shows us that God uses different methods of healing.

v. 5) This man had suffered for the same number of years that Israel wandered in the wilderness waiting for the generation of rebels to die.  See Deuteronomy 2:14 to find that 38 years was the length of time it took for the generation of men to die off that provoked the Lord at Kadesh-barnea (Num. 13:26-33).

* The Lord knows what kind of trial that you need and how long you need it in order to help you grow.

v. 6) Most people do not want to be made “whole” and become a “changed” person.  Most people only want their circumstances of life to change.

v. 7) We do not know how long this man was coming to the pool and hoping to be healed.  However, it is obvious that the people coming to the pool were not willing to put this man ahead of themselves.

vv. 8-9) The Lord was never a very, good Seventh Day Adventist.  He not only healed this man on the Sabbath, but He healed the man on the Sabbath Day AT JERUSALEM!  Jerusalem was the capital city of the Jewish religion.

* Jesus Christ healed people on the Sabbath on SIX different occasions:

1. Luke 4:31-37



4. Luke 14:1-6 

2. Luke 6:6-11




5. John 5:1-12

3. Luke 13:10-17



6. John 9:1-17

v. 10) Religious, lost people are usually not concerned about people.  They are only concerned about keeping their laws and rules.

v. 11) The man knew that he was forgiven (saved), and he was not interested in a theological debate.

vv. 12-13) The Old English word “wist” means “knew.”

v. 14) Physical illness is not always the result of sin (John 9:1-3 - manifest works of God; John 11:4 - the glory of God).  Sometimes sickness is to help a person grow as a Christian or to help us get closer to the Lord in some way.  Paul had a physical problem all of his Christian life that helped him to remain humble (2 Corinth. 12:7-10).

* However, it is clear that sin can sometimes cause physical illness (See 1 Corinth. 11:30).

v. 15) As soon as the man knew that it was Christ that healed him, he was not afraid to tell them about Him.

v. 16) This shows that there is a type of “persecution” that is done by words and not by physical harm to a person’s body.

* Notice the similarities between the Pharisees and the Seventh Day Adventists of our modern day.

vv. 17-47) This passage is a strong passage on the Deity of Christ along with John chapter 8.  
vv.17-18) The Old English word “hitherto” means “up until now.”  During Christ’s earthly ministry, He was doing the work of the Heavenly Father on the earth.

*Notice that the Pharisees understood exactly the claim of Jesus Christ.  He was claiming to be the only, begotten Son of God.  If Jesus was actually begotten from God the Father, then that means that He is equal with God the Father (See also John 8:33-59).  Please understand that it would not be like a Christian saying, “I am a son of God based on my salvation and John 1:12.”  That was not the claim of Christ.  The Pharisees understood this perfectly.

v. 19) There is no difference between what the Son of God does and what the will of the Father is.  (John 8:29)

v. 20) The “greater works” probably refer to the resurrection as it is mentioned in the next verse.  Of course, there will be many greater works done by the Son in regards to destroying the wicked at Armageddon and taking over the kingdoms of this world in the Millennium.

v. 21) The Old English word “quicken” means to “give life.”  Jesus Christ had power to raise dead people while He walked on the earth.

v. 22) Jesus Christ has been given authority in judgment (see v. 27).

v. 23) The Jehovah’s Witness must find this to be a very, difficult verse along with 1 John 2:23.  A man cannot honour God the Father without honouring the Lord Jesus Christ.

* Jesus Christ claimed to be “sent” from the Father.  The word “missionary” does not appear in the Bible, but it comes from a word that means “one sent out.”  See John 20:21.

v. 24) A great verse on salvation and eternal security.  

To be saved:
1. You hear the word,

2. And believe on Christ.

Eternal Security:
1. You have passed FROM death TO life,

2. And you will NOT come into condemnation.

* Notice, we are not “hoping” to get eternal life in the future.  We have eternal life as a present possession.

v. 25) The Church Age saint that passed away will hear this voice at the Rapture.  It will be like the voice that John heard in Revelation 4:1.  “Come up hither (here).”  The lost man will hear a voice at the Great White Throne judgment that will raise him to “everlasting contempt” (Daniel 12:2) and the “resurrection of damnation” (See verse 29).

v. 26) This eternal life that Jesus Christ has in Himself is another thing that makes Him “equal” with the Father.     

v. 27) See note on verse 22.

vv. 28-29) There are TWO resurrections.  These two resurrections are separated by 1,000 years.  One resurrection is found in Ezekiel 37 and it will take place at the beginning of the Millennium.  The second resurrection will take place at the end of the Millennium and it is recorded in Revelation 20:4-6.

* THE FIRST RESURRECTION HAS THREE PARTS:

1. First-fruits - Christ and the OT saints that rose with Him (Matt. 27:51-53). 

2. Harvest - the Rapture (1 Thess. 4:16-18).  THE LARGEST PART.  

3. Gleanings - Tribulation saint rapture (and resurrection - Ezekiel 37).

v. 30) The judgment of Jesus Christ is right because it is the Father’s judgment.

* When a Christian judges matters, he must remember the great mercy that the Father has in His own judgment.  We should judge mercifully because the Lord has been merciful to us.

vv. 31-34) Deuteronomy 19:15 is the OT verse that says a case or person must have more than one witness.  Jesus Christ was abiding by the law more than the Pharisees realized.  The fact is that He had much greater knowledge of the law than the Pharisees because He wrote the OT law.

* Jesus Christ had 4 witnesses to support Himself:

1. John the Baptist (v. 33 and John 1:6-7;15).  However, he was not needed because of...  


2. His works (v. 36),


3. The Father (v. 37),


4. The Scriptures (v. 39).

v. 35) John Baptist’s ministry was only for a few months, but it led to many people believing on Jesus Christ.

v. 36) Notice that Jesus Christ was building a legal case against the Pharisees.  The Sanhedrin council broke numerous laws in the way they handled the Lord Jesus Christ legally.

vv. 37-38) Here and in chapter 8 (John 8:54-55), Jesus Christ accused them of not even knowing their own God.

* The fact is that if the Jews would have believed their own scriptures, then they would have believed on Jesus Christ! 

v. 39) The Pharisees were using the scriptures to convince themselves that they had eternal life by keeping rules and laws.  However, if they had TRULY searched the scriptures, then they would have found the verses that prophesied and testified of Jesus Christ.  The OT testifies of the Lord Jesus Christ in so many ways that we could not list them all here. 

* The Bible definition of “scriptures” is “the writing down of the inspired words of God.”

v. 40) When a man rejects Jesus Christ, he does it by exercising his “free will” against the will of God.  The choice to reject Jesus Christ is usually connected to “the fear of man” (or proud self-righteousness).  See verses 41 and 44.  

*It has been rightly said that, “A person that fears God will not fear men, and a person that fears men will not fear God.”  When Jesus said, “You will not come to me, that ye might have life,” He was talking to people that feared the Pharisees.  The Pharisees were concerned with “honoring one another,” and “being honored by men.”

* It was a big step in a Pharisee’s life to come out and believe on Jesus Christ.  Nicodemus was a Pharisee and he was the only one in the group that believed on the Lord (John 7:44-53).  The only other possible convert in the group of Pharisees was Joseph of Arimathaea.  The Bible does not plainly say that he was a Pharisee.  But Joseph of Arimathaea was a “secret disciple” of Christ because he feared men (John 19:38).  He and Nicodemus showed their faith in Christ after the crucifixion by publicly claiming the body of Jesus (John 19:39-40).

v. 41) Jesus Christ was never impressed when someone came to Him with flattering words, or when people boasted about Him (Luke 18:18-19).

v. 42) Notice the strong, hard language that the Lord used.  Modern people have no understanding of the REAL Lord Jesus Christ of the Bible.  

* When a man loves the TRUTH, then he does not care about how HARD the preacher preaches the truth.  Jesus’ disciples were not offended by the truth.  The enemies of the truth were offended by his language.

v. 43) This is a GREAT TRUTH.  People receive Earnest Ainsley, Benny Hinn, Jimmy Swaggert, Adolph Hitler, Saddam Hussein, and many other devils, but they rejected the One that came in the name of God the Father.

* One day soon, the Jews will receive the Antichrist and he will come in his own name!

v. 44) When a man gets saved, he is usually at the place in his life where he only cares about doing the right thing to please God.  He repents of trying to please his family, his church, and everyone else.  When a man understands that the way to honour God is to receive Jesus Christ, then he is ready to be saved.

v. 45) The Law is for the purpose of judging a man and showing him that he is a sinner, not for saving a man.  Why would a man go under the Law when he can be under grace?  The Law is a curse to a man that is under it because it is always “judging” the man (Nehemiah 10:29; Gal. 3:10).

v. 46) Deut. 18:15-18 - It is a common theme in the Gospels that the Jew would have received Christ if he had believed the OT scriptures.

v. 47) If a man rejects the writings of Moses, then he rejects the Creation (Gen. 1), the Fall of Man (Gen. 3), and multiple prophecies of the Messiah Himself (Gen. 3:15).  Today, people claim that there were mistakes in Genesis.  They say that men did not really live to be 800-900 years old.  They say that the whole world was not flooded in Noah’s day.  When people talk this way, then you know that you are talking to a lost person that rejects Jesus Christ, too.

Chapter 6
* The feeding of the 5,000 is recorded in all four Gospels.  Feeding Jews in the wilderness is mentioned in at least 10 Bible books.  This will happen in the Tribulation when the Jewish remnant are fleeing from the antichrist (Rev. 12:14).

v. 1) The Sea of Galilee is given four names in scripture:


1. Galilee


2. Tiberias (John 21:1)


3. Chinneroth (Joshua 12:3)


4. Gennesaret (5:1).

* The journey across the Sea of Galilee was about 8 miles in length (about 14 kilometers).

v. 2) It is easy for a man to get a following when he is able to help people with physical success and prosperity.  However, notice how few people followed the Lord when He was arrested and persecuted (Matt. 26:56; Mark 14:50).

v. 3) Notice that Jesus Christ spent much time alone with His disciples teaching them.

v. 4) This is the third Passover in Christ’s earthly ministry.  In John’s Gospel, there is an entire year of Christ’s life that is not recorded.

v. 5) This is also recorded in Matthew 14:13-21, Mark 6:32-44, and Luke 9:10-17.      

* In another account, Jesus asked all of the disciples about the situation, but here Philip is singled out.

v. 6) God will put drastic circumstances in your life to see if you will fight through them and serve Him.

* The Lord KNOWS everything, but He puts all kinds of tests in your life to see what you will do.  You do not pray to let God know what is happening in your life.  He already knows everything, but He wants you to talk to Him and depend on Him rather than on yourself.

v. 7) Philip started planning and figuring.  That was not what Jesus was looking for him to do.  The Lord wants us to depend on Him by faith.  When things look impossible, you look to the Lord.  However, the Lord is looking for people that depend on Him even when things do NOT look impossible.  The Christian life should be a life of constant dependence on God.

vv. 8-9) This is the solution to every problem in life that seems to be too big.  You take the “little bit” that you have and bring it to Jesus Christ and depend on Him.  Notice the word “small” is used to describe what we can do to help ourselves (Psalm 60:11).

v. 10) Knowing God and learning the Bible involves “sitting still” and “being quiet.”  This is a very important point in a personal walk with God (1 Kings 19:11-12; 1 Thess. 4:11).  The worst thing in the world to do in walking with God is to wake up and immediately turn on the radio or some other noise.  Start the day quietly and on your knees first.   

* If we add in the number of women and children, then the total number of people that were fed is between 10,000 to 15,000 or more.  Notice that most of the time when the Bible gives a number of people in a group that the number of men is the only thing counted.  Matthew 14:21 says that there were 5,000 men, besides women and children.     

* The “much grass” of the place is a so-called contradiction in the minds of some false teachers.  When you compare the account of this event in Matthew 14, you will see that the place is called a “desert place” (Matt. 14:15).  However, the word “desert” was not used to indicate a desert like the Sahara desert with sand, but no grass or trees.  The word “desert” is used in the sense of “deserted” or “with no people.”  There is no mistake or contradiction in the wording of the scriptures.

v. 11) This verse shows us God’s method of feeding people spiritually.  God uses men to feed other men.  Jesus Christ chose 12 men and they took from the Lord and passed the food on to other people.  This is the job of the pastor/teacher (Eph. 4:11).  Notice that there were no “women” apostles helping to feed the multitude.   

* Notice that the fish are no longer called “small” after Jesus touched them.  God has the supply for every need.

v. 12) The Lord never wastes anything.  Every word in the Bible is important and every fragment of bread was important.

v. 13) Notice that there was more bread AFTER they ate than there was before they ate.  Only the touch of the Master’s hand can produce such a miracle.

* The number of baskets of bread matches the number of Israel, twelve.  This was another Jewish apostolic sign of Jesus Christ.

v. 14) Some of the Jews recognized the similarity between this miracle and the fact that Moses fed the children of Israel with manna in the wilderness (Exodus 16:4; Nehemiah 9:14-15; Psalm 105:40).  Therefore, they are quoting “that Prophet” in reference to “the Prophet like unto Moses” from Deuteronomy 18:15-18.

v. 15) The only reason that they wanted to make Jesus their King was because He could produce bread in a supernatural way and feed them.  They did not want Him because they believed that He was the Son of God or the One sent from the Father to rightfully take the throne.  Therefore, Jesus would not allow them to make Him their King at this point.

vv. 16-17) Notice the wording, “...it was now dark, and Jesus was not come to them.”  Devotionally, when Jesus Christ is not with you, then things get very dark in your life.

vv. 18-19) Twenty-five or thirty furlongs is equal to about 4 to 5 kilometers.

* Men often fear the wrong things.  There was no reason to fear Jesus Christ in this case.  However, the disciples did not have enough spiritual discernment to know that it was Jesus walking on the water.  In the account in Matthew, they thought that He was a ghost (Matt. 14:26).  Today, there are people that are very afraid of “ghosts” and “curses,” but they have little or NO fear of God (Proverbs 1:7).   

vv. 20-21) Here we see two miracles at the same time.  One miracle is the calming of the sea.  The other miracle is that the disciples were failing to row the ship to shore and Jesus made the ship “immediately” go to the land.  In other words, the Lord transported the ship from the place it was at when He entered it, and He made it go all the way back to the shore without anyone rowing at all.

* When we compare the account of this story in Matthew 14:24, we find that the disciples are “in the midst” (or middle) of a sea that is about 11-12 kilometers wide.  In other words, they were about 6 kilometers from the shore when Jesus causes the ship to immediately go to the shore!        

*It is obvious that they would ask the question, “What manner of man is this…?” (Matt. 8:27).  The disciples knew that they were not dealing with the average human “prophet.”

vv. 22-25) There is obviously something amazing about how Christ and the disciples reached the place.  Otherwise, we would not see the question about when He arrived.

* Verse 23 is a reference to the prayer of thanksgiving in verse 11.

v. 26) Notice that Jesus Christ spent no time boasting about Himself or about how He brought the ship back to the shore by a miracle.  He had no “pride of life.”  (1 John 2:16)  He had walked on the water, but He never mentioned it.  The Charismatic, TV preacher of our modern day would have taken this opportunity to invite everyone to see the show while he walked on the water again.  

* Jesus Christ took this opportunity to REBUKE people for making a god out of their belly (Phil. 3:19).

v. 27) The first time that “meat” is mentioned in the verse it refers to physical meat.  The second mention of “meat” refers to spiritual meat.

v. 28) If a man really believes with an honest heart that he must work his own way to heaven, then this is the proper question to ask.  “How many good works do I have to do in order to get to heaven?”

v. 29) A DEFINING VERSE:  The only work that you can do to be saved is to believe on Him whom God has sent, Jesus Christ.  Of course, this is not “work” at all.  This is grace, and grace is “not of works.”  (Romans 11:6; Ephesians 2:8-9)

v. 30) Remember, this is the group of people that was fed with five loaves and two fish (see verse 26).  How can they be asking for a greater miracle or sign than that?

* Notice that they wanted to “see” something that would make them “believe.”  Faith does not work that way.  Faith is believing, even if you do not SEE everything (Hebrews 11:1-3 – no one SAW the worlds framed by the word of God).  

* In Luke 16:28-31, we are told that a person that will not believe the scripture cannot be persuaded by “seeing” a person come back from the dead.  The people in John 6 had seen enough already to put their faith in Jesus Christ.

v. 31) Their fathers were receiving manna in the wilderness on a daily basis.  Jesus had performed the miracle of feeding them only one time, and they wanted to see it again because it would fill their stomachs.  The Lord knew why they were asking for more signs (see vv. 26-27).  They wanted to be fed more.

* The word “manna” means “what is it?”  The children of Israel were calling the food from heaven “manna” because they did not know what it was (Exodus 16:15).  Manna is called “bread” from heaven in Nehemiah 9:15, but it is called “corn of heaven” in Psalm 78:24.  In the next verse (Psalm 78:25), it is called “angels’ food.”  The taste of manna was like “wafers with honey” (Exodus 16:31), but no one knows exactly what it was.  

vv. 32-33) Moses gave them bread that was physical and that came down from the second heaven.  Jesus Christ is that spiritual bread of God that can fill a man’s soul and spirit.  

* Jesus Christ is called “the Bread of Life,” and He is compared to bread because:


1. Bread is necessary food (Psalm 104:15).


2. Bread is daily food.


3. Bread is satisfying food.


4. Bread is suitable for all people.


5. Bread is made when wheat is cut down and burned.

vv. 34-35) Notice that the Lord does NOT say, “He that eateth me shall never hunger.”  No!  Jesus reveals the key to understanding the passage.  When the Lord talks about “eating” in the passage, He is talking about “coming to Him and believing on Him.”

v. 36) Jesus Christ was the most difficult person to trick.  He was talking to a group of people and He knew that they had not truly believed on Him.

v. 37) A GREAT VERSE ON SALVATION.  The Lord Jesus Christ will save anyone that will come to Him and trust Him as their Saviour.  It is the responsibility of every individual sinner to come to Christ.

* John Calvin used this verse and verse 44 to falsely teach that only “the elect” will come to Jesus Christ.  While it is true that the Holy Spirit must convict and draw a man to Christ, we must also remember that the Lord is willing to save every soul in the world (2 Peter 3:9).  Every sinner has “a free will” whereby he can come to Christ, and Christ is willing to draw every man to Himself.  Therefore, these verses do not limit salvation to a group that God has “elected.”  Salvation is for “whosoever will” come to Jesus Christ.  And John Calvin was teaching false doctrine on this passage.

v. 38) The fact that Jesus Christ came to do the will of His Father has been mentioned more than once in this book (see 4:34; 5:30).  In the Garden of Gethsemane, Christ mentioned the fact that He was willing to do “the Father’s will” (Matt. 26:39).  This involved His payment for the sins of the world on the cross.   

v. 39) The Father’s will also involves a NT Christian having “Eternal Security.”  Jesus Christ prayed about this in John 17:11-12.  

v. 40) Here we are given more information in a straight forward way on the will of the Father.

vv. 41-42) The crowds of people were always confused about the things Jesus was saying.  They did not think He could have been divine (God) if He grew up around them.

*Notice that every record of Jesus being called “the son of Joseph” is a quote from human beings (see Luke 2:48).  When the Holy Spirit speaks of Jesus Christ, He never refers to Him as the son of Joseph (see Luke 2:33).  

v. 43) Again, Jesus had the ability to know what they were saying when He was not around, and He rebuked them for their murmuring.

v. 44) The heretic, John Calvin, interpreted this verse to say that the Father is only calling a few people known as “the elect.”  Those are the only people that can come to Jesus Christ, and the rest are predestined to go to hell.  This is a terrible and evil doctrine.

* The truth is that “all men” are being drawn to Jesus Christ because He was lifted up on a cross (see John 12:32).  

v. 45) This quote is from Isaiah 54:13.

v. 46) John 1:18 – Jesus Christ is the “image of the invisible God” (Col. 1:15).  Moses was told in Exodus 33:20 that he could not see the face of God and live.  In other words, “our God is a consuming fire” (Heb. 12:29), and we cannot stand before Him without being “changed” (Job 14:14; 1 Corinth. 15:51-52).  In our sinful, corrupted flesh, we would burn in His presence.

vv. 47-48) These two verses are clear and the unclear verses in the chapter should be interpreted based on these two verses.  Any confusion about verses 50-56 should be made clear by these two verses.  Jesus Christ was comparing a man being saved by faith to a man being satisfied with eating bread.

* In other words, He was speaking “figuratively,” not literally.  He obviously was not a literal loaf of bread.  The bread is a picture of the way salvation satisfies the soul of a man and the Holy Spirit fills the empty place in a man’s heart and life.

* “I AM THE BREAD OF LIFE” – This is the first of SEVEN times that Jesus Christ said, “I AM” in the book of John:

1. “The Bread of Life” – 6:48


5. “The Resurrection and the Life” – 11:25

2. “The Light of the World” – 8:12

6. “The Way, the Truth, and the Life” – 14:6  

3. “The Door” – 10:9



7. “The True Vine” – 15:1

4. “The Good Shepherd” – 10:11

* This is very important when convincing someone that Jesus Christ is God manifest in the flesh.  If you compare the name that the Lord gave Himself in the OT (“I AM”), then it is plain to see that Jesus Christ was the same God that appeared to Moses in the burning bush (Exodus 3:14).

vv. 49-50) Jesus Christ was not impressed or fearful about the Jewish fathers that were dead and buried.  He never showed great respect for the leaders or founders of the Jewish religion that were dead.  This shows that it is not proper for a Christian to fear “the spirits of the dead” or anyone that has passed away.  

*Notice how the Lord uses the word “this” to refer to Himself.  “This is the bread which cometh down from heaven.”  This wording is more proof that He was referring to Himself in Matthew 16:18 when He said, “…upon this rock I will build my church…”

v. 51) The Lord was very frank in telling people that He could give them eternal life.  Some people say that Jesus never claimed to be God, but who can promise a man eternal life but God?

v. 52) Jesus Christ explained the “bread of life” discussion in verses 27, 47, 57 and 63.

vv. 53-56) The Roman Catholic Church claims that these verses should be taken literally.  However, they claim that the entire Book of Revelation is figurative and you should not interpret it literally.  This is a very, strange way of interpreting scripture.  Why?

* Number one – If we were being commanded in this passage to eat Christ’s literal body, then why did the disciples themselves not eat His literal body?  It was available and right in front of them.  They gave us no pattern or example that would cause us to interpret the passage this way.   

Number two – If we are to interpret this passage literally, then why does the RCC not interpret Luke 22:17-20 literally when it is speaking on the same topic?  That passage says that “the cup” is the New Testament and that Christ commanded them to take “the cup” and “divide it among them.”  Of course, He was saying to take what was “inside” the cup, but if we should be very literal then you should actually swallow “the cup” itself.  

* Obviously, the RCC is only taking the things literally that will support their own twisted beliefs.

v. 57) This is the main point in the comparison between Christ and bread.  As Christ lives off of the Father, we can live forever off of Jesus Christ.  That compares to bread because a man can be sustained in life from eating bread.  Very simple!

v. 58) Again, Jesus Christ emphasizes His superiority to the OT Jewish fathers of the nation.  Jesus said these things in the Jewish place of worship (the synagogue – v. 59).

v. 60) The word “hear” is used like the word “understand” in this verse.

vv. 61-62) If it offends someone to hear that Jesus can give eternal life, then it must be more offensive to see Him go back to heaven and sit on the right hand of the Father.  This is another time that Jesus Christ claimed to be “God from heaven.”

v. 63) Jesus Christ Himself told us that eating His flesh will not help you.  The “spirit” can give life, but the flesh cannot save you.  Therefore, you must believe the words of the Lord and receive Jesus Christ.  

* Do not correct or change the words in the Bible.  They are spiritual, life-giving words!

v. 64) Luke 6:12-13 – Jesus prayed all night before He chose His disciples.  And the next morning, He intentionally picked “a devil” that He knew would betray Him (see v. 70).  He knew that Judas was a devil and He chose Judas for that role.  This shows us again that Christ was “all-knowing” as the Father is “all-knowing.”

v. 65) This is similar to verse 44 and we will not discuss the same arguments again here.  See previous notes.  

* Notice that Jesus said, “…there are some of you that believe not…”  The responsibility to believe on Jesus Christ lies with each individual.  A lost person can never say, “It is the fault of God that I do not believe.”  Every man has the faith and opportunity to believe on Jesus Christ.  And the Father is calling every man to salvation.

v. 66) It is interesting that when the disciples of Jesus Christ forsake Him, it is recorded in chapter 6 and verse 66 (6:66 or 666).  Obviously, the Holy Spirit did lead and guide the men that did the chapter and verse numbers in the King James Bible.

vv. 67-68) As a group, the twelve disciples did not forsake Jesus in this passage.  

* The reaction of Simon Peter gives us one of the greatest truths in the Christian life.  Once you have found the truth and you have started maturing as a Christian, then you will never be satisfied with anything else.  You might backslide, but in your heart you will always know that the best way to live your life is when you are close to the Lord.  There is no place to go that will satisfy you if you depart from the Lord.  Only Jesus can satisfy your soul.  Everywhere that you go to find happiness will leave you unsatisfied.

* Notice “the words.”  Simon Peter did not say, “You have the principles, or fundamentals, or the message.”  He said, “You have THE WORDS of eternal life.”  In other words, he spoke like a Bible believer.

v. 69) When a man takes God at His word and says, “I believe in something that I cannot see,” then he knows for sure that he has the right thing.  The world says, “If you cannot see it, then you cannot believe it.”  However, the opposite is true with God.  If you trust Him, then you have 100% assurance that the Lord is true and faithful.

vv. 70-71) Judas Iscariot opened himself up to the very spirit that will fill the man that will be the antichrist in the Tribulation.  He did not lose his salvation when he betrayed Christ.  He never did believe on Christ, and Jesus knew what type of person that he was choosing when He chose Judas.  Judas never did believe on Jesus Christ.

Chapter 7

v. 1) “Jewry” is a reference to the areas in which Jews were living.  Galilee was a much more “Gentile” area.  Notice that Christ was not trying to stir up the trouble that was brewing.  Jesus Christ was trying to avoid the problems as much as possible until the appointed time.  This is a good example to us to try to avoid trouble as much as possible.

v. 2) In our modern day, the Feast of Tabernacles is known “Yom Kippur.”  It takes place in our month of October from the 15th to the 22nd.  The people went out and dwelt in tents or booths as a remembrance for the time that Israel wandered in the wilderness for forty years.

vv. 3-5) These “brethren” are the real brothers of the Lord from Joseph and Mary.  His disciples are mentioned in 6:66, and 7:3, but this is not a reference to the disciples as “brethren.”  The scriptures record Christ having four brothers and two sisters.  At this point, they had not believed on Him, but we know that his brother James did believe on him later (Gal. 1:19).  Maybe after the resurrection some more of them believed on Him.  The names of Jesus’ sisters are not given in scripture, but His brothers are named in Mark 6:3.     

v. 6) This is why Jesus avoided walking “in Jewry” in verse 1.  It was not yet time for Him to be arrested and crucified.

v. 7) Jesus Christ’s view of the world was very negative.  The world hates the Bible, the Saviour, the truth, the message of salvation, and the message that man is useless without God.  The world sincerely believes that man’s problems will be solved by man becoming better and better.  The message of Jesus Christ and the Bible says, “Man is nothing without God, and God Himself must set up a kingdom to sort things out properly.”

* “The world cannot hate you” is a reference to the fact that the world does not hate an individual Christian in a fleshly body.  But when a saved person opens their mouth and proclaims the message of Jesus Christ and the Bible, then the world hates that message.

vv. 8-9) The Feast of Tabernacles is the feast that represents the Second Coming of Christ to establish His Kingdom (Rev. 21:3).

* The Lord knew that something could have happened at this feast to “rush” God’s timetable, so He avoided going “openly” to the feast (see v. 10).

vv. 10-13) Notice that Jesus Christ was the favourite topic of discussion at this feast.  Something big would have happened if the people would have known at this time that the Lord was at this feast.  Notice the division between the common people concerning the Lord (Luke 12:51-53).

vv. 14-15) At the middle of the feast, it was time for the Lord to make Himself known.  He had no formal Jewish education, but knew more about the Law than the scribes and Pharisees that had studied all of their lives.  

v. 16) His knowledge and understanding came directly from the fact that He was “one with the Father.”  If a man gets close to God, then he will automatically have more understanding than a lost man has about many things in life.

v. 17) ONE OF THE MOST IMPORTANT VERSES IN THE BIBLE ON FINDING TRUTH!  Notice the way to find true doctrine.  “Do the will of God!”  If a man’s heart is right and he is honestly seeking the truth, then he will find THE TRUTH.  If a man is dishonest and he wants to do his own will (and continue in sin), then he will be deceived.

* Therefore, the problem with being deceived is not a problem “in the head” due to lack of study or lack of intelligence.  The problem is “in the heart.”  A man must be willing to obey God and deny his own will.  “God’s will over your own will is the key to knowing the truth.”  If a man does that, then God will reveal the truth to him.  

* This is the answer to the question, “If there are so many churches and they all disagree, then how do I know the right doctrine?”

v. 18) You will find a deceiver when you find a person that is seeking personal glory.  A man that wants to bring glory to God is an honest man.

vv. 19-20) They lied to Jesus Christ and blasphemed the Holy Ghost in the same sentence.

v. 21) The “one work” that Jesus had done at Jerusalem was in chapter 5 at the pool of Bethesda.  That miracle was performed on the Sabbath day.  The Jews were not happy about that (5:16).

vv. 22-23) The Lord knew their hearts and He always had an answer to prove that He was perfect and without sin.

v. 24) The only way to judge without judging by “the appearance” of a thing is to have a spiritual mind.  A man must constantly be thinking, “What does God say and think about this matter?”  And you must pray for wisdom.  Without these things, a man will not judge a righteous judgment.  

* Remember in judging things that, “Things are NOT always what they appear to be.”

v. 25) Now the truth comes out and we find that the Lord knew exactly what was happening in verse 20.

v. 26) God was obviously restraining people that hated Jesus Christ.  It was not yet time for Him to be beaten and killed.  The Lord was not a man of fear, and a Christian should not be a fearful person (2 Timothy 1:7).

v. 27) The second half of this verse is a false statement by the men that hated Jesus Christ.  The Old English word “whence” is our modern word “where.”

v. 28) Obviously, the Lord raised His voice.  It says that he “cried in the temple,” not as a man weeps in crying.  It is like a man shouting loudly (Isaiah 58:1).  Jesus Christ was not at all the type of man that people assume He was.  Here He is tired off all the lying and He lifts up His voice to rebuke the liars!  THAT IS A MAN THAT IS FULL OF THE HOLY GHOST AND HE IS ANGRY ABOUT SIN!  That is not a selfish, fleshly type of anger.

v. 29) Several times Jesus made the point that He was sent by God the Father and He “came out from” the Father.  See John 5:23; 5:30; 5:36-37; 6:38; 6:44; 6:57; 7:33; 8:16; 8:18; 8:28; 10:36; 12:49; 14:24; 17:23; 20:21.  This is a continual theme in the book of John with at least 15 verses on the fact that Jesus Christ was sent into the world by God the Father.       

v. 30) There was obviously “a timetable” for the work of Jesus Christ on earth.  His ministry was three and one-half years.  At the end of that time, He was betrayed and crucified.  See other verses on this “hour” of Christ’s betrayal (John 2:4; 8:20; 12:23; 13:1; 17:1).

v. 31) The believers were convinced by the things that they had seen in Jesus Christ that He was indeed the Christ.  However, for the unbelievers there could never be enough miracles to convince them. They REFUSED to believe the clear, plain truth.

v. 32) The officers returned to the Pharisees after they were unable to arrest Jesus (see verse 45-46).  His “hour” had not yet come. 

vv. 33-34) The best time to seek after the Lord is RIGHT NOW.  There is a great danger in waiting to seek the Lord, and then finding that the window of opportunity is closed (Isaiah 55:6).

v. 35) They had enough Bible knowledge of the OT to know that Christ would go to the Gentiles (Is. 11:10; Is. 60:2-3).  This shows that they were hypocrites because they were taking OT prophecies of the Messiah and applying those things to Jesus Christ.  In other words, there was plenty of evidence that was pointing to Jesus being the Jewish Messiah, but they wanted to reject Him.

v. 36) These men were the so-called “spiritual leaders” of the nation, but they were not able to understand the spiritual things that uneducated fishermen were receiving.

v. 37) This is a simple invitation for a man to receive salvation.  However, if a man is not thirsty, then he will not come to Jesus Christ.  

vv. 38-39) This is not literal water coming out of a man’s physical body.  Verse 39 explains that the Lord was comparing the Holy Spirit living in the believer to a river of flowing water.

* NOTE: The Holy Spirit did not come to “seal” and permanently “indwell the believer” until Christ is “glorified.”  In other words, this happened on the day of Pentecost in Acts chapter two.

v. 40) Reference to Deuteronomy 18:15-18.

v. 41) Jesus was born in Bethlehem, but He was brought up in Galilee.  The Jews were expecting the Messiah to come out of “Judah,” south of Galilee.  However, if they sincerely wanted to believe on Him, then it would have only taken a little investigating to find that He was born in Bethlehem in Judah.  The problem was a dishonest heart.  

v. 42) This was prophesied in Psalm 132:11 and Micah 5:2.  These men were writing hundreds of years before the birth of Jesus Christ.  How could they name the very place of His birth?  God was writing the Bible and using “holy men.”

v. 43) Jesus Christ did not come to the earth to bring people “together.”  He came to be a Great “Divider” between people.  This “division” is mentioned two more times in the book of John (see John 9:16 and 10:19).  Peace and unity will only come when Jesus returns to earth and sets up His kingdom by force!  Until that time there will be great divisions between people that love Jesus Christ and people that hate Him.  There is no middle position.  You are on His side or you are against Him.

v. 44) It was not possible for the officers to simply arrest him like a common criminal (see v. 32).  God’s “timetable” had not been fulfilled and they were not allowed to arrest Him.

vv. 45-46) They failed.  They had no power against the Son of God because His hour was not yet come.  They were also amazed at the way Christ spoke.  Jesus Christ spoke with great authority (Mark 1:22, 27).  

* A Christian should also speak with authority because he has the Holy Spirit and the authority of scripture as well as assurance of eternal life.  Wisdom is needed for a Christian to know when he should be merciful and gracious and when a person needs to be corrected or rebuked (Eph. 4:29-32; Col. 4:6).

vv. 47-48) These men were in trouble because they established themselves and their tradition as “the measuring stick” for right and wrong.  They assumed that because they refused Jesus Christ that He must be wrong.  Our guide and final authority must be the written word of God.  If these men had followed the written word from the OT, then they would have seen that the scriptures were a witness in favour of Jesus Christ being their Messiah.

v. 49) Christ said that ignorance of the scriptures was the problem of the Pharisees (Matt. 22:29).  But the Pharisees said that ignorance of the scriptures was the problem of people that believed on Christ.  This shows us that we must be careful about accusing people of sins because we could be doing the very same thing ourselves (Romans 2:1-3, 21-22).

vv. 50-51) Nicodemus took the time to go and hear from Jesus Christ.  That is why he believed on Christ.  The reason that none of the other Pharisees had believed on Him was because they refused to hear Him (v. 48).  Nicodemus was trying to make this point in a quiet, gentle way, but they still had a bad reaction to the truth.

vv. 52-53) They come back to the discussion about Galilee once again.  This time they show their ignorance of the OT even more.  Jonah was from Galilee and they said that NO PROPHET came out of Galilee (See 2 Kings 14:25 – Gath-hepher was in Galilee a bit north of Nazareth, Jesus’ hometown).

Chapter 8

* The verses from 7:53 to 8:11 do not appear in the corrupt Greek manuscripts of Siniaticus and Vaticanus.  Therefore, many modern versions and study Bibles (even Scofield) make a note that says “ancient manuscripts” do not contain these verses.  This is another trick of the devil.  The verses do appear in the good and proper Greek manuscripts from Antioch, Syria.  Therefore, we should ignore such notes because we are Bible believers.

v. 1) The Lord probably did not have “his own house” as a grown man (see 7:53 and Matthew 8:20).

v. 2) Jesus Christ took the time to sit and explain the Bible to people.  He was busy ministering in this way when He was interrupted by the self-righteous Pharisees.

vv. 3-4) The outstanding thing about this accusation is the fact that only the woman was brought to Jesus.  If she was caught “in the very act,” then why did they not bring the man, too?  There is no discussion about how he ran away or escaped because Christ knew that was not what happened.

v. 5) The OT verse that they are quoting is Deuteronomy 22:22 (or Leviticus 20:10).  And it says that “both” the man and the woman should be put to death.

v. 6) The Lord did not give them any respect because they did not deserve any respect.  He ignored them and acted like He did not hear them.  What did He write on the ground?  The Bible does not say.  Maybe He wrote the OT verse that says “BOTH” the man and the woman should be put to death.  

* The man that was caught with her was probably from the group of Pharisees and that is why they did not want to bring him to Jesus.  They were probably protecting “their own,” but the Bible does not say exactly.

v. 7) Jesus never said, “Do not stone her.”  They would have accused Him of breaking the Law if He said that.  Jesus was probably dealing with a group of men that were ALL guilty of committing adultery and that is why He said this!

v. 8) Perhaps, He wrote the name of the man that was caught in adultery with the woman.  The Bible does not say what He wrote.  But whatever He wrote had a great effect on the Pharisees (see v. 9).

v. 9) The thing that was written on the ground was not “spoken,” but they “heard it.”

vv. 10-11) Notice that the Lord forgave her FIRST, then He told her to start living right.  That is the order of salvation.  You do NOT start living right to obtain forgiveness.  You receive Christ (and forgiveness) first, AND THEN you repent of your sins.

NOTE:  Jesus did NOT say, “Go, and commit adultery less than you did last year.”  He said, “Go, and sin NO MORE!”  The Lord commands us to live above sin through the power of the Holy Ghost.

v. 12) Notice the wording, “Then spake Jesus again…”  Due to this wording, you could not skip from 7:52 to 8:12 and the passage be proper.  The Pharisees were talking in 7:52, so the next verse could not say, “then spake Jesus AGAIN…”  That would not make sense.  Obviously, the verses on the woman taken in adultery do belong in the passage.      

* This is the second “I AM” in the book of John.  There are many verses and comparisons about Jesus Christ being LIGHT (see notes on John 1:5-9).  See Rev. 21:23.

vv. 13-14) Jesus has already discussed with them about the many witnesses that speak of Himself (see notes on John 5:31-34).  Because these men refuse to believe the truth Christ did not trouble Himself to review the witnesses.  He simply said, “My record is true.”

v. 15) In context, Christ is obviously saying, “I judge no man ‘after the flesh.’”  Because we know that He did judge men, but not the same way that the Pharisees were judging.

v. 16) Again, He claims to be “sent” from the Father and in perfect agreement with the Father.

vv. 17-18) Jesus Christ was not afraid to say that the Father agreed with Him and approved of Him 100%.  This is not a normal man talking.  A normal man knows that he has problems.  Jesus Christ was either very proud or He was exactly the Person that He claimed to be…GOD MANIFEST IN THE FLESH!

v. 19) This is another claim to be “one” with the Father (10:30).

v. 20) See notes on 7:30.

v. 21) The phrase “die in your sins” refers to a man going to hell (v. 24).  This is a bit different than the usage of the same phrase in Ezekiel 18:24, 26.  In Ezekiel, the man that “dies in his sins” is a lost man, but he is a man that God killed in the body (and sent his soul to hell) because he turned from doing righteousness and lost his salvation.  

*For a man in the NT, the phrase “die in your sins” refers to a lost man that refuses to believe on Jesus Christ (8:24).  There is a difference between the OT and NT usage of this phrase.  To learn the Bible we must highlight differences like these and learn from them.

vv. 22-23) Lost people are in bondage to this “world system.”  When Jesus Christ saves a man, He saves him from Hell and from an evil, world system.

v. 24) Notice:  The sin that condemns a man to hell is not murder, adultery, suicide, or something fleshly or carnal.  The damning sin is to NOT believe on the Lord Jesus Christ.

v. 25) By this time, they have rejected so much truth that Christ is not reviewing the things that He has already said in the past.

vv. 26-27) These verses need no explanation.

v. 28) Notice that “lifting up” the Son of man does not refer to “praising Him,” as the Charismatics believe.  It is a reference to Christ’s crucifixion and being lifted up on the cross.

v.29) Notice the pure, clean conscience of a perfect, sinless man.  He had no problem and no guilt about saying He ALWAYS pleased God the Father.  No man like Jesus Christ has ever lived before or after Him.

v. 30) It was obvious to some people that Christ was not “a religious fakir.”  And this statement was used by the Holy Ghost to convince people to believe on Him.

v. 31) Discipleship is dependent on “continuing in the word.”  Salvation is only dependent on believing on Jesus Christ.  A saved man does not become a disciple unless he becomes “disciplined” in his Christian walk.  

*It is also true that a saved man cannot properly be called “a Christian” until he grows and becomes disciplined (Acts 11:26; 1 Peter 4:16).

v. 32) A lot of people are confused about this verse.  They think if you gain KNOWLEDGE, then you are becoming FREE.  That is not true because not all knowledge is TRUE.  In other words, there are things taught in schools (Evolution, Religious Education) and churches that are lies (Tongues, false Gospels).  Knowledge of lies will not make you FREE.  The key to this verse is verse 36!

v. 33) This is a lie.  The nation of Israel has gone into slavery more than any nation on earth (Isaiah 26:13-14).

v. 34) See Romans 6:16

v. 37) Jesus is talking to them about being the “physical seed” of Abraham in this verse, but He changes things in verse 39.

v. 38) See verse 44.

v. 39) Now Jesus is accusing them of NOT being Abraham’s seed.  However, He changed and started talking about being the “spiritual seed” of Abraham.  In verse 37, He was talking about being the “physical seed” of Abraham.  If they were the “spiritual seed” of Abraham, then they would have believed on Christ (Gal. 3:7, 9).

v. 40) One thing never changes, “Most people HATE the truth, and they LOVE lies.”  Jesus Christ Himself mentions that here.

v. 41) They were accusing Mary of committing fornication and they were accusing Christ of being born out of “wedlock.”  This is a serious, blasphemous and hated-filled accusation.

vv. 42-43) These verses need no explanation.

v. 44) This verse is proof that we are NOT “all children of God,” as some men teach.  A man must be born again into a new family, the family of God.  If he has only been born once by physical birth, then he remains in his original spiritual family with the devil as his father.

* The devil being called “a murderer from the beginning” can refer to the fact that he destroyed the human race in Eden, and it can refer to the murder of Abel.  See 1 John 3:12 and the fact that Cain was led by the devil to kill his brother.  However, that murder never would have happened if the devil had not caused the fall of the whole human race.  

* This verse also shows that lying is a work of the devil.  Most people believe that lying is a small sin.  However, lying is connected to the devil because he is the father of all lies.

v. 45) This verse explains a lot about human nature.  Some people simply HATE the truth and they will not hear it.  They prefer lies and if you tell the truth, then they will hate you (Isaiah 30:8-10; Gal. 4:16).  This explains why cults and false religions are so successful, while genuine Bible believing Christianity does not have a great number of people following.  The majority is always wrong!

v. 46) Jesus Christ pointed out the fact that these men could not truly find a fault in Him.

v. 47) A lost man will always refuse Bible truth (1 Corinth. 2:14-15; 2 Corinth. 4:3-4).  When he decides to repent and get right with God is when he will start hearing the word.  

v. 48) They knew that Jesus’ mother was Mary, a Jew.  Therefore, this is an accusation that Christ was born illegitimately and His father was a Gentile.  And the accusation that Christ had “a devil” is the sin of blaspheming the Holy Spirit (the unpardonable sin – Matt. 12:31-32; Mark 3:28-30).  It can only be committed when Christ is on earth.

v. 49) See 1 John 2:22-23.

v. 50) John 7:18; Phil. 2:6-8.

vv. 51-53) As a matter of fact, Jesus Christ is greater than Abraham and all the fathers of the Jewish nation.  However, it is obvious that He is talking about a man never seeing “spiritual death.”  These men were in too much darkness to understand these things clearly.

v. 54) This thought has been a regular theme in the book of John.

v. 55) Notice that the Lord is very different than people imagine Him to be.  Many people accuse Bible believing preacher’s of not having “the sweet spirit of Christ,” and preaching “too hard.”  However, it appears here that Jesus Himself did not have “the sweet spirit of Christ.”  In other words, when a man is filled with the Holy Spirit, he might not appear to be nice and kind all the time.  The Holy Spirit behaves differently than carnal Christians and lost people have been taught.

v. 56) Jesus is talking about the time that Abraham took Isaac up Mount Moriah to sacrifice him.  In Genesis 22, Abraham believed God that He could resurrect his son when he sacrificed him.  But Abraham saw something greater.  Abraham saw God provide “a substitute” to take the place of his son.  We know that Abraham was “the father of faith” because of his statement in Genesis 22:7-8.  See Galatians 3:7.

vv. 57-58) This is one the greatest proofs in the Bible for the Deity of Christ.  “Before Abraham was, I AM!”  The Jews understood the importance of the title, “I AM.”  It is from Exodus 3:14.  It is the name that Jehovah God of the OT told Moses to use for Him when speaking on His behalf to the Israelites.  

* In other words, Jesus Christ was claiming that He was Jehovah God of the OT.  Where does this leave all the false teachers that are going about and saying, “Jesus never claimed to be God?”  He certainly did claim to be God Almighty of the OT!

v. 59) If He was not claiming to be God, then why were they taking up stones to kill Him?  The wording of the verse sounds like Christ made Himself invisible or He blinded His enemies (See Gen. 19:11 – the men of Sodom blinded).  It says that He was hiding, but He went right through the middle of them!  He could have even caused the place to become totally dark so that they could not see Him.  We know that He had power to control the wind, the sea, and so on.  Therefore, He could have caused the sunlight not to come into the building.  He is Almighty, so He could have done this miracle in many ways.  The Bible does not tell us exactly how He did this, but we know that it was a supernatural miracle.

