THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO

ST.  MATTHEW

Introduction:  This first book in the New Testament announces Jesus Christ as KING of the Jewish nation, Israel.  Each of the four Gospel accounts presents the Lord Jesus Christ in a different way:

Matthew presents Christ as KING of the Jews (genealogy goes back to Abraham).

Mark presents Christ as the Suffering Servant (no genealogy).

Luke presents Christ as the Son of Man (genealogy goes back to Adam-Lk. 3:23).

John presents Christ as the Son of God (see John 1:1).

*These 4 different ways Christ is presented are compared to 4 O.T. prophecies of “the Branch”:

Jer. 23:5- Matthew, the Branch as King

Zech. 3:8- Mark, the Branch as the Servant

Zech. 6:12- Luke, the Branch as the Son of Man

Isaiah 4:2- John, the Branch as the Lord God

Each of the Gospels ends at a different event:

Matthew ends at the resurrection.

Mark ends at the ascension.

Luke ends at Pentecost.

John ends at the Rapture (“tarry until He comes”).

The book of Matthew has such a Jewish flavour that very, little can be applied doctrinally to the Gentile believers during the church age.  Matthew gives “the gospel” from the viewpoint of an Old Testament Hebrew who is waiting for the appearance of his King and Messiah.

The writer of the book is Matthew, the publican, of Matt. 9:9; 10:3.  However, it is inspired by God, the Holy Ghost (2 Tim. 3:16).  The date of its writing is around 64-66 A.D.  After 39 Jewish OT books that deal with God’s chosen nation from the seed of Abraham, it is only logical that before we enter the mainly, Gentile NT that there must be some transition from Jew to Gentile.  The book of Matthew is the bridge between this gap.  The church age is when God “visits the Gentiles, to take out of them a people for his name.” (Acts 15:14)  The book of Matthew is where we find God sending His King to His nation (Israel) and He is rejected.  This makes it a very, dangerous place for a man living in the NT church age to build his foundational doctrines.  Bridges are not good places to lay foundations and build houses.

The transitional books in the NT are four:  Matthew, Acts, Hebrews, and James.  Almost every division in the Body of Christ is based on verses found in one of these four books.  

Chapter 1

v. 1) The phrase “the book of the generations” only appears two times in the Bible.  The first time is in Gen. 5:1 and is a reference to Adam.  The other time is here in Matthew 1:1 with Jesus Christ.  There are only two men that represent all people in the earth both living and dead.  Those two men are Adam and Jesus Christ.  The two are compared in Rom. 5:16-21 and 1 Corinth. 15:21-22, 45-49.  Notice carefully that in the line of Adam it is recorded that each man died, “and he died,” “and he died,” “and he died.”  However, in the line of Jesus Christ it is not recorded that any of the people died.  Of course, they did die, but it is not mentioned.  This is because “in Adam all die” (1 Cor. 15:22), but Jesus Christ is “the way, the truth, and THE LIFE.”   

*Matthew traces Christ’s lineage back to Abraham because this book presents Christ as “King of the Jews” (Jer. 23:5).  Chapter 1 is the genealogy of Joseph (v.16).

v.2) To be a true Jew and one of God’s chosen people one must come through the line of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.  

v.3) “Thamar” is a Gentile, Canaanite woman in the Jewish King’s lineage.  Also, Rachab (v.5), Ruth (v.5), the wife of Uriah, Bathsheba (v.6), and Rehoboam (v.7) whose mother was an Ammonitess making him half-Gentile, are all Gentiles mentioned in the Messianic line.  The slight differences between spelling of the names in the OT and the NT are due to the translation of names from Hebrew in the OT and Greek in the NT.  

v.5) This “Rachab” is Rahab of Joshua 2:1.  

v.6) This is the first mention of the word “King” in the NT.  David, one of the greatest types of Christ in the Bible is the “King” referred to.

v.7) Because Jesus Christ is the King of the Jews it is essential to trace His genealogical record from the Kings of Israel / Judah.

v.8) If the OT account from Chronicles is compared to this verse we find what appears to be a contradiction.  In 2 Chronicles the kings are:  Jehoshaphat (21:1), Jehoram (21:1), Ahaziah (22:1), Joash (24:1), Amaziah (25:1), and Uzziah (26:1).  However, in Matthew the list skips from Joram to Ozias or from Jehoram to Uzziah.  Why is this?  

One reason the names are skipped is because in v. 17 it is said that in Christ’s lineage there were 14 generations from David until the carrying away to Babylon.  If you include the other three kings, then this would not be correct.  The correct number would be 17.  Why were the three kings left out?  Another reason is that Ahaziah was not a direct descendant of the kings of Judah.  He was not the son of Joram.  His mother was Joram’s mother-in-law (2 Chron. 22:9,10 and 2 Kings 11:1-3)!  AND Joram was married to the so-called “daughter of Ahab” (2 Kings 8:18)!  But this was not Ahab’s daughter, but Ahab’s sister (2 Kings 8:26).  She, Athaliah, was the daughter of Omri, a wicked king on the side of Israel, not on the side of JUDAH (Christ’s line).  Therefore, Ahaziah is not truly a king of Judah and is omitted from the line.  Joash was the son of Ahaziah so he is still the wrong lineage.  Then Amaziah was the son of Joash and the same situation.  But his son is put into the lineage probably due to the fact that after such a long period of time had passed that these were accepted as kings of Judah that God began to recognize them because they were so far removed from the original problem.              

v.16) “Jacob begat Joseph” means that Joseph was the real son of Jacob, but in Luke 3:23 he is the “son-in-law” of Heli.

v.17) These generations come out perfectly if you omit the three men discussed under verse 8 AND omit Jechonias (who is mentioned in v. 11, but is not counted in the line).  Jechonias, who is also called Jehoiakim and Coniah, is hated by God due to his evil.  See Jer. 27:1; Jer. 22:28-30; Jer. 36:30.

Then you count the generations like this: Abraham is ONE to David who is fourteen.  Then, again, count David as ONE to Josias is fourteen.  Then Josias is ONE to Christ (omit Jechonias).  There is no contradiction as is supposed by modern scholars who oppose the King James Bible.

REMEMBER:  God counts differently than man.  These are the number of the generations as God sees them.  Even the destructive Bible correctors that say this is an error and use modern corrupt versions must confess that the versions they use have the same numbers here as the KJV. 

v.18) “Before” they came together is strengthened by the KJV reading of Is. 7:14, “a virgin shall conceive.”  The modern English versions (Amplified, RSV, Good News, Watchtower’s NWT, and others) change Isaiah to say, “a young woman” or “a maiden.”  There is a big difference between a young woman and a virgin.  If there is no virgin birth with God the Holy Spirit being the seed by which Christ was conceived, then Jesus was not God or the Saviour.  If this was the case, then He was simply an illegitimate birth as the Pharisees accused (Jn. 8:41).             

v.19) See Deut. 22:17 for the OT way of handling this situation.  Joseph did not want to put Mary through this shame because he loved her and he was a just man.

v.20) Notice that Joseph is called “the son of David,” but there are 28 generations between the two.  God has his own system of defining families and relatives.  Some times a great-great-great-great grandson is called a son.  Sometimes a son-in-law is called a son.  Bible critics take advantage of these things to accuse the Bible of mistakes, but they only show their ignorance.  

Joseph was wise in that he took time to “think” about the situation.  He did not make a fast, rash decision.  While he thought God spoke to him.  THE FACT:  the child was conceived by the Holy Ghost “overshadowing” Mary (Luke 1:35), not by sexual union between a man and woman. 

v.21) The angel tells Joseph what to name the child (v.25-“he called his name JESUS”).  The name “JESUS” simply means “Jehovah saves.”  The names Joshua, Jehoshaphat, Joash, Jehoash and others in the OT are variations of the same name.  But Joshua and Jesus means exactly the same thing, “Jehovah saves.”  Where does this leave the Watchtower doctrine that Jesus is not Jehovah.  How can Jesus be a Saviour and not be Jehovah when in Isaiah 43:11, Jehovah says that He is the only Saviour.  The answer is that Jesus is Jehovah.

“his people” refers to the Jews.  

vv.22-23) For this prophecy see Isaiah 7:10-16.

v.24) “his wife” is used not because they had sexual relations because they had not yet (see v.18), but because they were betrothed or engaged.  This is the part of the marriage, which is the lifetime commitment.  She was only his wife in the sense that they had both made the decision to be committed to each other for life.  She was not his wife yet in the physical sense.

v.25) The word “firstborn” is taken out of many modern versions (Good News, RSV, Watchtower NWT, NIV, NASV, etc.) and supports the false Catholic doctrine of “the perpetual virginity of Mary.”  This is the teaching that Mary never had any other children besides Jesus because she never had sex her entire life, not even with her own husband!!!

Chapter 2

Notice the first three verses of the chapter have the word “King” reinforcing the fact that Matthew is presenting Christ as King of the Jews. 

v.1)  These men from the east came from the direction of Babylon or India.

v.2)  They looked for a “Star.” (Numbers 24:17)  The Babylonians were “star-gazers” who had the book of Daniel and from Dan. 9:25 they knew within one year when the star would appear.     

v.3) This scripture was taken so seriously and was so commonly believed that Herod was willing to kill all the babies in an entire city to destroy this King.  

v.4) Herod knew that these Jews would know the prophecy and have more information.

vv. 5,6) The prophecy is from Micah 5:2.  They were tricking Herod by quoting the verse backwards to make him afraid.  Micah said that Bethlehem was little and these priests and scribes said it was NOT the least.  These same Jewish leaders who knew exactly where the Messiah would be born acted like they had no idea where Mary registered Jesus at His birth when they were accusing him years later.  They were hypocrites.     

vv.7-9) The use of the word “young child” reveals that this is some time later after His birth when He was no longer a baby.  It was when He was nearing two years of age (v.16).  These wise men are not the same as the shepherds that worshipped Him at his birth when He was a babe (Luke 2:8-20).

Herod called these wise men aside privately because he did not want the Jewish Pharisees to hear him talk about “worshipping” the child.  The Jews would have known that was a lie and that Herod had other motives.

v.9) The “star” was noticeably over one house.  This star was an angel- Dan. 12:3; Heb. 1:6,7; Rev. 1:20; Rev. 9:1.    

v.11) Notice that the “young child” is always mentioned BEFORE Mary.  He is far more important .  The three gifts agree with Christ’s three offices: 1.Gold=King,  2. Frankincense=Priest,  3. Myrrh=Prophet

vv.12-13)  Before the completion of the NT, God revealed Himself to men in dreams, visions, etc.

vv.14-15)  This prophecy is in Hosea 11:1.  Historically it is the nation of Israel coming up out of Egypt.  But the application here is to Jesus Christ coming back up out of Egypt.  Also, Joseph is the greatest type of Jesus Christ in the OT (in 150 ways) and he gave commandment that his bones not be left in Egypt (Gen. 50:24-26; Ex. 13:19).  This applies to Jesus Christ being resurrected and not one of His bones being found here on earth (Egypt is a type or picture of the world).  Also, the coming up out of Egypt is a picture of a Christian being saved out of this world system.  That is a spiritual or devotional application.  

v. 16) The events are not in chronological order because Herod died in v.15, but he is still alive in this verse.

vv.17,18)  The prophecy is from Jer. 31:15.  All the women weeping are pictured by one Jewish woman, Rachel.  

v.19)  If you do have a dream be sure to interpret it with the Bible or you might be deceived.  Do not take a dream as your final authority because they are usually not fro God, but just from your flesh and the things you are busy with (Eccl. 5:3).

“The angel of the Lord” in the OT was usually an appearance of the pre-incarnate Christ (Gen. 32:1,30) and in the NT the Angel of the Lord is also called Christ (Acts 27:23; Gal. 4:14).  There is no problem with Jesus Christ being the young child and appearing as an angel to Herod, if we realize that an angel is an appearance of God and can be the Lord Himself or can just be an appearance of the Lord in another form.         

*The Angel of the Lord- see Exodus 3:2-6; Judges 13:3-23; etc.

v.20) The death of Herod recorded again.

v.22) Galilee (Mark 14:70; Luke 23:6,7) is another hint that there will be a connection to the Gentiles when the Jews reject Christ.  The first hint was all the Gentiles that are mentioned in Matt. 1 in His lineage.  Galilee is called “Galilee of the nations (Gentiles)” in Isaiah 9:1.

v.23) It says that this “spoken” by the prophets.  In other words, this is not a quote of written scripture but it is a quote of an inspired SAYING of some OT prophets.  No written prophecy said he would be a Nazarene.  This is the only mention of it in the word of God.  There have been many things inspired by the Holy Ghost that were spoken, but never written.  For example, EVERYTHING that Jesus Christ said was inspired by the Holy Ghost, but only bits and pieces of what He said are recorded in the Bible (John 21:25; John 20:30-31).  God selected very, special events and words to be recorded in the canon of scripture.

Chapter 3

The Herald of the King

v.1) John the Baptist was not the founder or the beginning of the Baptist church.  The Bride of Christ is not the Baptist, local church.  See John 1:29-31; John 3:28-29,

v.2) The physical kingdom was “at hand” (Luke 1:67-74).  Two times in Luke 1 deliverance from enemies is mentioned.  The physical kingdom is a military kingdom (Dan. 2:44; Dan. 7:21-22,27).  Both the physical and the spiritual kingdoms are present on earth when Christ is on earth and when Adam was ruling as King.  

*There was no Kingdom of God (spiritual) from Adam to Christ.

*There was no Kingdom of Heaven (physical, Jewish) from 606 BC to the tribulation.

v.3) The prophecy is from Isaiah 40:2,3,5.  This is a reference to the second advent of Christ when He comes to rule the world as King.  If the Jews would have received Christ as their King, then there would have been no church age and these prophecies would have been fulfilled 2,000 years ago.  But because of Christ’s rejection, His second advent as King is still in the future.  

This is why 1 Peter 1:10-12 says that the prophets could not understand the space between the first and second advents of Christ.  The space did not have to be there if He was received as King.          

Psalm 89 looks like it is full of Messianic contradictions, but it has references to both advents.  This is the same situation with Gen. 49:11,24; Is. 61:1-2.  Sometimes just a comma in a verse separates the two advents that are separated by two thousand years in reality.

v.4)  John would not be welcomed or accepted in our modern churches.  He definitely would not be allowed to be the preacher or speaker.  

v.6) This is not Church Age salvation or Church Age baptism.  But this is where people get confused on confessing and repenting of their sins (see v. 8), in order to be saved.  This baptism is to manifest Jesus Christ as King of Israel (John 1:25-31), and Simon Peter’s baptism of Acts 2:38 is a continuation of it.

v.7) NOT a very, nice Christian greeting for a baptismal service!!!  Bible preachers NEVER preached the way you see today’s slick, smooth, modern preachers do it.  

“wrath to come” is a reference to the Second Advent and “the winepress” being stepped on (Isaiah 63:3; Rev. 14:19-20; Rev. 19:15).  Jesus Christ will literally step on and crush His enemies.  It is wise to meet Him as the meek and humble Lamb of God, instead of meeting Him as the devouring Lion of Judah.

v.8)  The word “meet” means “to match.”  Bring fruits or works that match your repentance.  This is called John’s Baptism (Acts 19:3) and the baptism of repentance (Mark 1:4; Luke 3:3). 

v.9)  A warning to the Jews.  Do not think just because you are a Jew that God will not leave your nation for 2,000 years while He goes to the Gentiles.

v.10) Romans 11

v.11)  Three baptisms are mentioned in the verse:  1. Repentance (Jewish),  2.  Holy Ghost (Ch. Age-1 Cor. 12:13),  3. Fire (hell-Mark 9:43).

How do we know that the baptism of fire is HELL, instead of a connection to the Holy Ghost and cloven tongues of fire of Acts 2:3?  Because of the next verse:

v.12) John the Baptist makes the explanation for the two baptisms (Holy Ghost and Fire).  The “wheat” are the saved being gathered into heaven.  The “chaff” are the lost souls that are burned with fire unquenchable.  It is not proper for a Christian to pray, “Give us the baptism of the Holy Ghost and FIRE.”  The baptism of fire is in the lake of fire.  And a saved man is baptized with the Holy Ghost at salvation (1 Cor. 12:13; Eph. 1:13), so there is no need to ASK for the baptism of the Holy Ghost.           

v.15) “Suffer” is Old English for “allow it.”  “Fulfill all righteousness” is a reference to fulfilling the prophecy of Is. 53:12, “…he was numbered with the transgressors.”  The sinners were down at the river getting baptized with John and Jesus Christ was there with them being baptized with all the sinners.  So fulfilling righteousness here is fulfilling scripture.

vv.16-17)  Scriptural baptism is by IMMERSION or being put under the water.  The verse says, “…went up straightway out of the water…”  

THE TRINITY is manifest:  1. The Father is the “voice from heaven,”  2.  The Son is standing in the water,  3. The Holy Ghost comes down in the form of a dove.

Birds are types or pictures of “spirits” in the Bible.  The dove pictures the pure (white), clean Holy Spirit.  See also Lev. 11:13-20; Eccl. 10:20; Isaiah 34:11,14-15; Rev. 18:2.

v.17) The only man that God ever said this about is Jesus Christ.    

Chapter 4

The temptation of Jesus Christ is also recorded in Mark 1:12-13 and Luke 4:1-13.  Jesus Christ was tempted in all THREE of the basic ways man is tempted (1 John 2:15-17).  Eve was tempted by the devil in the same three ways.  The three ways are:

Temptation: 


Jesus Christ:


Eve:
1) The Lust of the Eyes.   
vv.8-9) sheweth him kingdoms    Gen. 3:6-pleasant to eyes 

2) The Lust of the Flesh          v. 3) turn stones to bread              Gen. 3:6- good for food

3) Pride of Life                        v.6) cast thyself down                  Gen. 3:6- make one wise  

PRACTICALLY in every day life these three temptations are the temptations to:

1) Trust God, but do nothing yourself. 

2) Do everything yourself, and do not trust God at all.

3) If you cannot get something from God, then go to the devil (witchcraft).  

v. 1) Christ’s temptation means that man can no longer tell God, “You do not know how I feel.”  Christ was not only tempted to sin, and knew great hunger, but He was thirsty (Jn. 19:28), He was in pain (Jn. 19:1-3), and He suffered (Isaiah 53:3-5) like no man has ever suffered, then the sin of all mankind was put upon Him (1 Corinth. 5:21; Isaiah 53:6).

v.2)  Forty is the number of testing in the Bible.  Noah was tested when it rained on the earth for 40 days and nights (Gen. 7:4).  Israel was tested when they wandered in the wilderness and ate manna 40 years (Ex. 16:35).  Moses fasted 40 days and nights when he was in Mt. Sinai receiving the 10 commandments (Ex. 34:27-29).  Elijah fasted 40 days and nights and went up into Mt. Horeb (1 Kings 19:8).

v.3)  The devil makes people have doubts by asking questions.  Here he says, “If you are 

the Son of God…”  It is like a question.  Like the one to Eve, “Yea, hath God said…?”  The question mark is even twisted like the serpent.  If he can make you doubt God and the words of God, then he can win a victory.  

***In the future, Christ will do all three of these things that He was tempted to do.  But the time was not right here.  The Devil can tempt you with doing a right thing at the wrong time.  1.  He will provide bread in the wilderness for Israel (Rev. 12:6,14).  2.  He will fly through the sky (Malachi 4:1-6).  3. He will take control of the kingdoms of this world (Rev. 11:15).  SATAN is very deceitful.  All these things are good things, but not at the time he was offering them.  The Cross FIRST, then the Crown LATER.  

Example:  Today Satan is convincing people that they must work for their salvation when it is a free gift.  But in the tribulation when works ARE involved in a man being saved (James 2:24; Rev. 12:17; Rev. 14:12), then he will change his plan and convince them that it is a gift, by grace through faith.  He will reverse things.          

v.4)  It is EVERY word of God that is important.  That is why a version like the NIV with 70,000 fewer words than the KJV cannot be the SAME as the KJV.  If there is a difference in “words,” then we need to notice the difference carefully.  It is not the thoughts or messages of the Bible that God said were important.  He said it was EVERY word (Deut. 6:6-9; Duet. 11:18; Prov. 30:6; Matt. 24:35; John 6:68; John 14:23; Rev. 21:5; Rev. 22:18-19).

v.5)  The “holy city” is usually Jerusalem.

v.6)  Here the devil is quoting Psalm 91:11-12, but he leaves out the words, “…to keep thee in all thy ways.”  Well, the “way” of casting Himself down from this place was NOT the way of Jesus Christ.  It was a way of the devil.  So this was left out.  But we learn an important truth here.  EVERY FALSE DOCTRINE AND HERESY IS BASED ON SCRIPTURE.  If a man leaves out some words from a verse, or adds some words, or takes a verse out of context, then he can use the Bible to teach anything.  THE KEY is not to ask, “What does the Bible teach?”  or “How should this be interpreted?”  THE KEY is to ask, “What does the Bible SAY?”  (Gal. 4:30)  If we stay with what the words say, then we cannot go wrong.

v.7)  The quote is from Deut. 6:16.  Gambling is tempting God.  Anything that causes you to sit down and do nothing for yourself and just in a self-righteous way say, “I am trusting God to take care of me” is tempting God.  DO everything you can do and DO your best and then trust God to do what you cannot do.  For salvation, there is nothing you can DO at all.  Therefore, you must trust Jesus Christ to do everything in salvation.

vv.8,9) In John 18:36, it is clear that “NOW” the kingdom of the world (the physical, kingdom of heaven) is NOT Jesus Christ’s.  Jesus Christ will take it by force in the future.  For now, the Devil is control of this world system and he gives ruling power to whom he chooses.  See Luke 4:6; 2 Corinth. 4:3,4; Eph. 2:2. 

v.10) The quote is from Deut. 6:13 and 10:20.

v.11) Angels ministering-Ps. 34:7; Lk. 22:43; Acts 5:19; Heb. 1:13,14.

vv.14-16)  The quote is from Is. 9:1-2.  The Holy Spirit, the Author of the Book, chose to cut the verses into pieces.  From Is. 9:1, He took out 19 words and took out 26 total words due to the fact some of the prophecy concerns Christ’s Second Advent and Matthew is speaking of His First Advent.  The writer of a book has liberty to make changes to His work.

v.17)  With the temptation being ended and Christ Jesus passing the test that Adam failed, His earthly ministry officially begins.  His first word is, “Repent!”  He was hated by the religious leaders because of His preaching.  He was VERY hard on them, but kind and tender to the humble and sinners.

“The kingdom of heaven” was “at hand” and being offered, but the kingdom never came because it was rejected.

DIFFERENCES BETWEEN THE KINGDOM AND THE CHURCH:

1. The kingdom is set up, but the church is built up (Dan. 2:44; Eph. 2:20).

2. The kingdom has heirs that inherit based on physical birth, but the church is entered by spiritual birth (Heb. 1:14; Jam. 2:5; John 3:5-7).

3. You can see the kingdom with human eyes, but the church, which is His body, is not visible.

4. The kingdom is coming, but the church is leaving.

vv.18-19) Soul winning is like fishing with a net.  Men are compared to fish (Rev. 17:15) and soul winners to fishermen.  If a man is truly following Jesus Christ, then he will win souls.

v.20) Immediate obedience with no hesitation.  It is very unusual to find this today.

v.21) Fishermen mend their nets and wash their nets (Lk. 5:2).  This is compared to preparation before going soul winning.          

v.23) This is NOT Paul’s Church Age Gospel as given in Gal. 1:8-12 and 1 Corinth. 15:1-4.  This is the Gospel of the Kingdom.  It is related to an earthly King and a physical 

kingdom, which will come on earth in the future for 1,000 years.  This gospel of the kingdom will be preached again in the tribulation in preparation for the King to come the second time (Matt. 24:14).

v.24)  There is a distinction between a lunatic and devil.  This means that not every lunatic has a devil.  

“Syria” is north east of Palestine.

The Old English word “divers” is like “diverse” or different.

Chapter 5

This chapter records “the Sermon on the Mount.”  Men that fail to rightly divide the word of truth take this sermon and use it falsely to teach Church Age salvation.  They replace Paul’s church age Epistles with Matt. Chapters 5-7.  This sermon is also recorded in Luke 6:20-38.  A church age saint can take devotional applications from the sermon, but it is doctrinally THE CONSTITUTION OF THE MILLENNIAL KINGDOM that will come in the future and was rejected by the Jews.

v.1) The Lord being “set” is a picture of Jesus Christ sitting on the throne of His glory in the Millennium.

v.3) The kingdom of heaven will come to earth during the 1,000 year reign of Christ.  This immediately follows the Great Tribulation and Battle of Armageddon.  

*The “poor in spirit” refers to someone with a broken, contrite spirit.  It is a tribulation saint that is receiving an inheritance in the kingdom.

v.4)  The Jew that is persecuted and tormented by the False Christ (anti-Christ) during the tribulation (Jer. 30:7) will do much mourning and weeping.  But when Jesus Christ comes in the clouds (Rev. 1:7) and rescues the Jews and destroys their enemies, THEN comfort will come to those that mourned.

v.5)  Maybe you have noticed that this is not true during the time in which we live.  The meek usually get stepped upon.  “Inherit the earth” is clearly the earthly, physical, Jewish kingdom of the Millennium.

vv.6-8)  Obeying these commandments for the tribulation Jew brings a reward of an inheritance on the earth (Heb. 9:27,28; Heb. 12:14).

“…they shall see God…”  - There are at least TWO raptures and maybe three:  1. Church Age saints (1 Thess. 4:16-18; 1 Corinth. 15:51-52; Rev. 4:1);  2. Middle of Tribulation, (Rev.11:12), this is the Rapture of Moses and Elijah after they are killed in the trib. AND 

there is a possibility that some other Jewish trib saints may go up with them or they go up 

by themselves and all the other rapture references of people refer to the post-tribulation rapture; 3. Post (after) Tribulation Rapture (Matt. 24:36-46; Matt. 25:1-7; Heb. 9:27,28; Heb. 12:14). 

v.9) There is a very, good devotional application to being a soul winner in the verse.  A soul winner makes peace (reconciles) with sinners and a Holy God by bringing men to Jesus Christ (2 Corinth. 5:18-20).

v.10) Again, Paul’s writings tell us that this verse can be applied to a church age saint (2 Tim. 3:12).  The tribulation saint will suffer very much for righteousness’ sake because of refusing to take the mark of the beast (666).

vv.11-12)  There are two qualifications for the reward:  1. The accusations must be false,  2. The persecution must be for Christ’s sake.

THE FOLLOWING VERSES HAVE VERY GOOD DEVOTIONAL APPLICATIONS FOR CHURCH AGE SAINTS:

v.13)  Salt keeps down corruption and acts as a preservative.  This is true of a Christian in this wicked world.  

Salt in a wound stings.  The behaviour of a Spirit-filled Christian is painful for a lost man that wants to live like the devil when they are forced to be in one another’s presence for very long (2 Corinth. 2:14-16)       

Salt makes people thirsty.  A zealous Christian will cause other people to have some desire to have what he experiences with God, even though many times they will not admit it.

If salt has not lost its power and effectiveness, then it will still taste like salt.  But when it no longer tastes like salt, then it is useless.

v.14)  The church is pictured in the word of God as the Moon and Jesus Christ as the Sun (Mal. 4:2).  The moon cannot give off light or shine by itself.  It only REFLECTS the Light of the Son.  So the church is the moon light in this darkness of an evil world and the church reflects the TRUE light of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.  In 1969, men landed on the moon and this is a picture of “the world” putting its dirty feet on the church and defiling it.    

*There were 6 cities of refuge in Numbers and Joshua and all of them were located on hills so people could see them.  These cities were to save people from the “revenger of blood” who is a picture of the devil.  The city of refuge is the picture of the soul winner.  

v.16) It does not say to let your works shine, but let your light shine.  Jesus Christ is the true light that lights every man that comes into the world (John 1:8,9).  

v.17) Jesus Christ did not contradict anything in the law, but the way he fulfilled the law was that he was the only man who ever lived that kept every part of the law perfectly.  He totally fulfilled everything in the law (Rom. 10:1-4).

*He magnified the law that was already given.  Notice that SEVEN times in this chapter that Jesus says in the law it said this, “But…”  or “But I say unto you…” (vv. 22, 28, 32, 34, 37, 39, 44).  He intensified the law and went from looking at the outside to looking down into the heart of a man (v. 28).

v.18) The jot and the tittle are some of the smallest markings in the Hebrew language.  A good example of a jot is the Hebrew “Yod” that is found at the heading of Psalm 119:73.  The tittle is the horn-like marking that distinguishes between the Hebrew letters Resh and Daleth or between Caph and Beth (all are illustrated in Psalm 119).

Doctrinally, this tells us that the Hebrew OT was not fulfilled at the First Advent of Christ because heaven and earth do not pass away until Rev. 20.  

v.19) The “commandments” refer back to the OT commandments.  The Jewish OT is very much connected to the Millennium when the King of the Jews will sit on the Jewish throne in Jerusalem.  The kingdom of heaven comes to earth when Jesus Christ comes to rule and reign.  When this kingdom is in place, salvation will be based on WORKS ONLY without faith.  Faith is believing something you CANNOT see (Heb. 11:1).  During the Millennium, faith is not needed because you can SEE Jesus Christ with your own eyes as He sits on the throne of David.  Therefore, salvation during the Millennium is through keeping the Jewish law and commandments, as well as keeping the things in Matt. 5-7.  

v.21) “Thou shalt not kill” is defined in Matt. 19:18 by Jesus Christ when He said, “Thou shalt do no murder.”  

v.22) The modern, corrupt English versions remove the words “without a cause” and make Jesus Christ guilty of sin.  Mark 3:3-5 says that Jesus was angry, but it was not “without a cause.”  Paul writes that a man should be angry about some things, but do not sin in your anger (Eph. 4:26).           

*During the Millennium the rules of Matt. 5:22 will be in place.  There will be a literal “hell on earth” during the Millennium.  It will be located south of Palestine in the land of Edom, also called Idumea (Num. 21:4; Is. 34:5-15; Rev. 14:9-11).  This location is where Sodom and Gomorrah were and where the earth opened up and swallowed Korah.  

No one in the church age is tempted to say to his brother, “Raca.”  Because it is a Hebrew word for worthless or “good for nothing.”  

The Apostle Paul and Jesus Christ both called people, “Fools,” but they were not in danger of hell fire (Luke 24:25; 1 Corinth. 15:36).  Once again, this is a millennial context.    

vv.23-24) This can be applied well to a NT saint devotionally for someone coming forward during an invitation to get something right with God.  If there is something wrong between brothers in Christ, then they should get that right first, then get right with their Heavenly Father.    

v.25) This is an “out of court settlement,” but it only takes place if your adversary is right.

v.26) “come out” is a reference to the debtor prison that people were put into until they could pay what they owed (Matt. 18:24-30).

vv. 27-30)  During the Millennium, if you have problems with looking and lusting after women, then it is better for you to pluck out your eye than to be cast into hell (Is. 34:5-10).  This is NOT the case in the church age.  

vv.31-32) Mark does not have the complete statement (Mk. 10:11,12).  The complete statement includes “…saving for the cause of fornication…”  Therefore, it is not adultery to divorce and remarry if your spouse has “stepped out” with another person sexually.  This passage is not about engagement (Deut. 24:1-4).  All this will be covered in more detail in chapter 19 of Matthew.

AN IMPORTANT STUDY RULE:  Never base a doctrine on an unclear or incomplete statement, AND never use an incomplete statement to interpret a complete statement.  You always interpret the incomplete statement in light of the complete statement.             

v.33) From Deut. 10:20.

v.35) A Second Advent reference without a doubt.  The Great King did not set up anything at His first coming.

v.37) When you say, “Yes,” then you should MEAN, “yes.”  You should not mean “maybe” or “no.”  People should be able to take you at your word. 

v.38) Deut. 19:21

vv.39-42)  Millennial doctrine.  

v.43) Lev. 19:18

v.44) This agrees with Pauline doctrine (Rom. 11:28; Rom. 12:19-21).  Pray for them, but you do not have to have fellowship with them.  

v.45) This is NOT being born again and BECOMING a child of God.  It says, “ye may be children of your Father.”  In other words, it is the NATIONAL rebirth of Israel getting right with their Father (Ex. 4:22-23; Deut. 32:16-20; Is. 46:3).  You must distinguish between Israel and an individual, Gentile believer (Matt. 6:32).

“the unjust” – This is the OT sense of the word.  In the NT, ALL are unjust (1 Pet. 3:18).  Do not confuse God’s mercy to ALL, with God’s salvation to those that receive Jesus Christ.  

v.48) The word “perfect” usually does not mean “sinless” in the Bible.  It normally means “mature” or “complete.”  (Col. 1:28; 2 Tim. 3:17; Heb. 2:10; Heb. 5:9)  Paul admits that he is not perfect (Phil. 3:12-13) and then he says that the ones that are pressing toward the mark are “perfect” (Phil. 3:14-15).  The times when you realize your sinfulness is when you are the closest to being “perfect” (mature).

*This “perfect” in this verse is in regards to “partiality” to people (v. 47).  James 2:1-4-“No respect of persons with God.”

Chapter 6

v.1) Doing “alms” is gifts of charity given to people, as in Acts 3:3 and 10:2.

v.2) The “blowing of the trumpet” is sarcasm.  Christ used it frequently, “…if the blind lead the blind, both will fall into the ditch…”, “…let the dead bury their dead…” etc.  It means that they called attention to themselves so that men would notice what they were giving and think highly of them.  The only reward they had for this giving was the attention the “on-lookers” gave them.

v.3) Do it with this much secrecy that “your one hand does not know the other hand is doing it.”  Again, this is sarcasm.

*Just give it away and don’t worry about it.  

v.4) This is the millennial sense here, but in the NT God does “love a cheerful giver.”  This is a special attention that God has for a person.  It is not the worldwide love of John 3:16.

vv.5-6) A hypocrite is an actor, like a movie actor that pretends to be someone he is not.  “The closet” is figurative, this is not a rule for where you must pray.  It simply means that you should have private times of prayer all alone with no interruptions and no one around for you to impress.  This should be your daily practice.  

v.7) The heathen are the Gentiles that do not know God.  The warning is for anyone, but it is very pointed at Catholics.  The Catholic church is a very, Gentile (Roman/Rome) church.  Their prayers are just “performances” repeated over and over from memory.  It is not a person just getting down and talking to God.  It is “Hail Mary, full of grace, blessed art thou among women, blessed be the fruit of thy womb, Jesus…”  There is no heartfelt request, no personal conversation with God.  There is only a great multitude of meaningless WORDS.  But it is not much speaking that God hears, but much sincerity of heart.
v.8) Here the word, “Father” is a reference to God as the Father of Israel as a nation.  

Why should you ask God for things and talk to Him when He already knows everything you need?  One reason, is that He wants you to recognize your needs and when you bring those needs to him, then you humble yourself.  You admit that you cannot take care of yourself apart from God helping you.

vv.9-13)  This is not the prayer of a NT church age saint.  This is a Jewish prayer for NATIONAL Israel.  For us NT Christians, we are to pray, “My Father…”  It is personal.  The Jew for his nation prays “our Father,” as a nation corporately.         

*There are some things from this prayer that we can take devotionally as a pattern:


1.  You pray to God the Father 

2.  Give God glory

3.  Pray for the Lord Jesus to come (the Rapture) and then the kingdom will come.   

v.11) A NT saint could pray this prayer, but the actual doctrine of this verse is a Jew praying in the tribulation for God to provide manna in the wilderness for him because he has refused the mark.  In the tribulation, a man cannot buy or sell without the mark of the beast (666).

v.12) This part of the prayer will not fit into NT church age doctrine due to the fact that our salvation is not conditional upon how we treat people.  Our salvation only depends on receiving what Jesus Christ did.  However, a tribulation Jew will have forgive other to be forgiven.

v.13) For the tribulation Jew this is a prayer about resisting the temptation of taking the mark.  Notice the chapter and verse numbers:   6:13 

The rest of the verse refers to the Second Advent.  The last half of the verse is taken out of modern, corrupt versions.

vv.14-15) The NT saint is forgiven, but the tribulation saint’s salvation is conditional on his behaviour.  But for a NT saint being unforgiving toward others can hinder your prayer 

and your fellowship with God can be affected, but not your relationship as Father and son.       

vv.16-18) This outward behaviour is similar to the “blowing of the trumpet” in relation to giving in v.2.  Fasting is a very wise thing to do if you have a serious prayer need.  Some good rules to follow in fasting are found in Isaiah 58:3-7:

THE FAST THAT IS HONORED BY GOD IS:

1. Not a fast to win an argument or debate with a person (v.4).

2. Not to make your voice heard above the voice of an enemy in a matter (v.4)

3. The one that is for the purpose to loosen the bands of wickedness (v.6).

4. The one for the purpose of undoing heavy burdens  (v.6).  

5. For the purpose of saving some food or money to give to the hungry or poor (v.7).

*Hunger is when there is no food.  Fasting is when there is food there, but you do not take it in order to deny your flesh a physical thing, then you may replace the physical with something spiritual (prayer, fellowship with God, etc).  

vv.19-20) The doctrinal application is Jewish, and in Acts 2:45 those Jewish believers were selling all their possessions and waiting for the Second Advent.

*However, Paul had some applications: 1 Tim. 6:6-10.

v.21) Col. 3:1-2; Phil. 3:19

vv.22-23) Lament. 3:51 - The eye is “the window to the soul.”  If your eye is on one, single subject (like Heaven, Jesus Christ, souls, etc.), then you will be okay.  You ARE what you see, hear, etc.  In other words, the things that enter the holes on your head will ruin you or make you better.  What music goes in your ears?  What pictures and images go in your eyes?  What drinks or food go in your mouth (smoking)?  What goes up the nose (sometimes drugs, cigarette smoke, etc.)?

v.24) THIS is an absolute truth that is impossible to argue with. “Mammon” was the Persian god of riches and stands for money.  The first time two authorities disagree, the man must choose which one he will obey.  It is the same with having two Bible versions that disagree.  The man must decide which one will be his final authority, OR he will set himself up as the final authority to be the judge that picks and chooses a verse in one version for this occasion and a verse in the other version for another occasion.  The man that does not believe in ONE, written, final authority will set HIMSELF and his own opinion up as his final authority.           

 *On the subject of serving God or money, a Christian must decide that he will serve God even if it means he remains poor.  Decide to serve God, then if riches come, you can thank God.  If they do not come, then you are still laying up riches in heaven (Luke 12:20,21).

v.25) When Israel wandered in the wilderness for 40 years, the first thing they always complained about was eating and drinking.  It did not matter that God was dropping food out of the sky or bringing water out of rocks, they were never satisfied or thankful.  

v.26) The birds never worry about God providing for them.  They do not even do work (like the lilies-v.28), but just trust God and He provides.  Men work, but still worry that God will not provide for them.

*If you will study nature and God’s creation, then you can learn many spiritual lessons (Job 12:7,8).

v.27) The RSV changes the text to “…add to his span of life.”

The NIV says, “…add a single hour to his life…”

v.29) If you look under the microscope even some mosquitoes are clothed with beautiful colors, not just the beauty found in the wonderful flowers show the great care of God for His creation.  

v.30) Even in the grass you see so many different types created by God and so much care on His part for something that just burns up when the sun is hot (1 Pet. 1:24).  There is some connection between that grass that burns and unsaved man (James 1:10-11; Matt. 13:42).  There is a great truth in this that if God will take care of the unregenerate, hell-bound man (the grass) and his physical needs, then how much more will He care for His own children and their needs.

* “…men as trees…”-Mark 8:24

vv.31-32) Obviously, Christ is talking to the Jews because He says that the Gentiles seek these things, and you (the Jew) are God’s chosen people.  But the application of the heathen (Gentile), lost man that God is taking care of, while the saved NT saint worries about provisions can be made.

v.33)  THIS is the first mention of the spiritual KINGDOM OF GOD and the first HINT of NT salvation by referring to “his righteousness.”  Of course, we do not SEEK this kingdom because we are IN this kingdom by the New Birth (John 3:5).  Also, we HAVE His righteousness (Rom. 4:5; 2 Corinth. 5:21).

v.34)  The idea is that there are so many problems today it is foolish to worry about tomorrow’s problems.  A good rule is:  “If you can fix the problem, then fix it.  Don’t worry about it.  If you CANNOT fix the problem, then don’t worry about it because there is nothing you can do.”  

Bob Jones, Sr., said, “The best preparation for tomorrow is do what you are supposed to do today.”  AND he said, “Prepare for the worst and hope for the best.”

Chapter 7

vv.1-2) Some people use this passage to say that you should never judge anyone or anything.  That is a private interpretation of a man that wants to get away with some sin.  Actually verse two makes it clear that you should judge matters with the same judgment that you yourself are willing to be judged by.  See Rom. 14:13; 1 Cor. 2:15; 1 Cor. 6:1-7.

GOOD PRINCIPLES FOR JUDGING:

1. Do not judge too quickly (pre-judge=prejudice).

2. Do not judge if it is not required.

3. Do not give a one-sided or partial judgment with respect of persons.

4. Be VERY merciful when you judge.

vv.3-5) The “mote” is like a splinter or a small sliver of wood.  The “beam” once again is SARCASM because it is a large plank that is impossible to actually have in your eye.  But the Lord loves to use sarcasm (see Luke 13:32).  The lesson is clear: Before you can preach to someone else or help them spiritually, you must first get things right with God for yourself (Rom. 2:21-24; Rom. 14:10,13; Gal. 6:1-4).  Judging people can get you into trouble, but a Christian, and especially a preacher, MUST judge things like sins.
v.6) This verse is sometimes used to discourage Christians from witnessing to people that do not want to hear the truth.  However, that is not the application.  First, we must find out what “pearls” and precious stones picture in the Bible.  A virtuous woman is more precious than rubies in Prov. 31:10.  Another woman is compared to a jewel in Prov. 11:22.  People that fear God are compared with jewels in Malachi 3:16-17.  The names of God’s children of Israel relate stones of a ring (signet) in Ex. 28:21.  And the church (Body of Christ) is typified as a pearl (the only gem that is a living organism of great price in Matt. 13:45-46 (Jesus gave His ALL for this Body that is made up of PEOPLE).  

*It would be safe to say that instead of the “pearls” in the passage being “the Gospel” cast before those that do not want it, that the “pearls” are probably PEOPLE that are new converts that we should not cast to “false teachers.”    

1. In the NT the only “holy” things are the believer’s body (the temple of the Holy Ghost and the BIBLE.  Do not give a false teacher the opportunity to teach you the Holy Bible.

2. II Pet. 2:1, 21-22, false teachers are compared to PIGS and DOGS by Simon Peter.

v.7)  Prayer is basically ASKING:

A-Ask

S-Seek

K-Knock

v.11) Jesus Christ never flattered men or spoke great, “flowery” words to them.  He just said the straight, plain truth, “If ye then being evil…”  Christ is talking to His disciples and he just naturally assumes that they are evil based on human nature.  He was VERY negative compared to the modern, “positive-thinking,” sweet-talking preacher (2 Corinth. 10:9-11; 11:6; Jude 16).  

v.12) This is NOT New Testament church age material.  This is the LAW and the PROPHETS (OT).  The Law and the Prophets are until John the Baptist (Luke 16:16) and they end with John.  In other words, this is NOT the way of NT salvation, but MANY people believe that treating their neighbor well is the way of salvation.  It is not so.  

vv.13-14) This is a great truth.  One, the MAJORITY is always WRONG.  Second, MOST people will burn in hell forever and refuse the true way of salvation, Jesus Christ (John 14:6), in order to trust and establish their own self-righteousness (Rom. 10:1-4; Isaiah 64:6).

v.15) It does NOT say to beware of drunks and prostitutes.  Everyone knows the evil of those kinds of people.  The one that will trick you is the “false prophet.”  He comes to you looking like a Christian and a clean, living person.  He has a Bible and maybe some Christian literature (Watchtower), but he is a wolf in sheep’s clothing.   A wolf that destroys families, marriages, and directs souls the way of hell.  He is tricky (Gal. 3:1).

*Other passages on False Prophets: Ezekiel 13; 22:26-28; Zech. 13:2-4; Luke 20:46-47; Hosea 4:18; Jer. 23:25-32  

vv.16-20) How do you know a false prophet?  It is by his fruit.  What is his ministry bringing forth?  Are soul winners and true disciples of Jesus Christ the product?  Are the people educated in the Bible?  Do they KNOW they are saved?  Can they rightly divide the word of truth?  A religion that cannot give assurance of salvation is not worth anything.

How do you know a false Bible version?  It is by the fruit of that Bible version.  The greatest missionary and evangelistic period in church history was 1600-1900.  This is the era of the King James Authorized Version.  This is the “church of the open door” time period and the Philadelphian period in church history (Rev. 3:7,8).  What are the fruits of the modern versions since the Revised Version (in England) in 1884 and the American Standard Version (in America) in 1901?  The countries that allowed and produced these Bible perversions have stopped having revivals and are being destroyed by sodomy, murder, divorce, abortion, and all kinds of outrageous sins.  The fruit of these versions is that now we live in “the last days” that are “as the days” of Noah and Lot in great wickedness (Luke 17:26-30).  The Christians that the modern versions produce are shortsighted, confused, weak, and watered-down as compared to the REAL saints in the word of God.  If any Bible can produce a true, soldier of the Cross, it is the true word of God, the King James Bible.

*However, in the area of salvation, you CANNOT tell who is saved and who is not by their fruit.  Salvation is simple (2 Corinth. 11:3), so you cannot judge by a man’s life if he has ever taken the simple step of trusting the payment of Jesus Christ to save him from hell.  Salvation is not behaviour.  Salvation is a transaction whereby a man takes a free gift.  Sometimes the man disciplines himself to follow Jesus Christ as His Lord (Eph. 2:10) and sometimes he fails to do so (1 Corinth. 5:1-5).  Ultimately, the only ones that know if you are saved are: 1. YOU (and sometimes you doubt),  2. God (2 Tim. 2:19), and  3. The Devil.

vv.21-23) The doctrinal application is made plain by the phrases “in that day” and “into the kingdom.”  “That day” is the Second Advent of Christ.  “The kingdom” is the earthly reign of Jesus Christ.  These verses close the discussion on “false prophets.”  These “miracle-working” false prophets are denied entrance into the physical, kingdom of heaven at the end of the tribulation.       

*People that teach a faith and works salvation for the church age use these verses to show that a NT saint can LOSE his salvation.  But it says that the Lord NEVER knew them.  God knows a saved man and he knows God.  It would be a lie for God to tell a saved man that lost salvation, “I never knew you.”  In the passage the false prophets did not lose salvation.  They never had salvation.  

*It is impossible for the passage to be a saved, sealed NT Christian (John 6:28-29).  However, notice how similar these verses are to the Pentecostal, Charismatic movement with tongues, signs, and healing.  THE PASSAGE DOES MAKE FOR EXCELLENT DEVOTIONAL PREACHING ON HELL AND JUDGEMENT.  To make the NT Church Age application it is good to point out the possibility of being deceived.  Most people today that believe they are saved have been deceived by religion and the devil.

vv.24-27) This concludes the “Sermon on the Mount.”  “The house” in Matthew is “the house of Israel (Matt. 23:37-38; Ezekiel 37:11).  The believing remnant of Israel is the wise builder and the Christ rejecting Israelite is the foolish builder.  The Sermon on the Mount always presents two men:  “the hearer” and “the doer.”  The self-righteous, lost man that is looking for a place to find “works for salvation” always runs to the Sermon on the Mount.  Thousands of thousands have gone to hell on Matthew 5-7.  These chapters are the constitution of the Millennial Kingdom.  

vv.28-29) The obvious difference between a REAL, Bible believing preacher and a false teacher/preacher/prophet is that one speaks with REAL authority (based on the Bible).  He knows what he is talking about because “it is written.”  A modern, corrupt preacher has multiple Bible versions and conflicting authorities.  It is obvious in his preaching that the man’s own opinion has taken the place of final authority in his life.  The fact that he has no authority in his life higher than himself is manifest by a lack of BOLDNESS.  Jesus Christ, the Apostle Paul, and those walking with God in the scriptures were characterized by much boldness (Acts 4:13, 31; 2 Corinth. 7:4; Phil. 1:20.

Chapter 8

v.1) The phrase “…he was come down from the mountain…” tells us that the Sermon on the Mount ends at the end of chapter 7.  

vv. 2-3) A leper was unclean according to the OT Law (Lev.13:44) and was to dwell alone (Lev. 13:46).  No one was to touch the unclean person.  Even when the priest examined him, the priest was only to “look,” but not to TOUCH the leper (Lev. 13:3, 5, 6, 8, 15, 17, 20, 21, 25, 26, 27, etc.).

*Leprosy is a great picture of sin in the Bible.  Jesus Christ touched this leper and appeared to violate the law, but He is the One that “bore our infirmities (see v.17).”  He also “touched” sin when all the sin of the world was placed on Him at Calvary (2 Corinth. 5:21). 

v.4) Lev. 13:34-37

v.5) First mention of a “centurion” in the Bible.  All the ones mentioned are good men:


1. The one at the cross said, “Truly, this was the Son of God.” (Matt. 24:57)


2. Cornelius (Acts 10; 11:14)


3. This one in Matt. 8

v.8) This man knew that he was unworthy of anything from the Lord.  However, if we compare the verses in Luke 7:4-5, then we see that the people that knew this man believed he was worthy.  In other words, a great man is one that is favored by those around him, but sees himself as nothing and is very humble.  

v.9) Authority is the theme of the Bible.  Who is in charge?  Who rules?

*His belief that Jesus had power over the diseases OR spirits that were causing the problem showed his faith in Jesus as THE Christ (God).  WE do not have any power of spirits because we are not God and we are not Apostles commissioned by God.  His reasoning was simple.  If my men obey me, then all things must obey you because of who You are. 

v.10) This man was a Gentile, but had done great things for Israel (Luke 7:5).  He built a synagogue and treated the Jews very well, but the Lord’s comments in the following verses prove that he was a Gentile.

v.11) “The kingdom of heaven” is the coming earthly, mainly Jewish kingdom.  Notice that many from all directions (and nations) will sit down in that kingdom.  This is a millennial reference to Gentiles sitting down with the Jews in the kingdom.  THIS is why the Jews hated His preaching and teaching so much.  He kept hinting about the Jew being cast off and God going to the Gentiles.          



       

v.12) The “children of the kingdom” that are cast into outer darkness are Jews that go to Hell! 

v.14) This is Simon Peter’s mother-in-law!!!  The Popes are not supposed to be married and Simon Peter was the first Pope according to the Church of Rome.  Notice mention of Peter being married again in 1 Corinth. 9:5.  Catholics sometimes deny that this is a reference to Peter being married, but Jerome, an early church historian knew that Peter was married.  Therefore, Jerome taught that Simon Peter washed away “the stain of his married life” by being martyred.  Due to the Catholic “Apostolic Succession” his marriage meant that he was “living in sin” with his wife.

v.15) Notice that many times people were healed and there is no mention of any unclean spirit being cast out.  In other words, most sicknesses are not spiritual problems, but simply physical infirmities (v.17), problems with the flesh that are not spiritual at all.

v.16) Notice the DIFFERENCE between two groups: 1. “he cast out the spirits”  AND   2. “healed all that were sick.”  The devil-possessed people were NOT the sick people.  In other words, a sick person is NOT always a possessed person.

*Healing is in the atonement of Jesus Christ, but we do not get ALL the benefits of the atonement NOW.  We will get the physical benefits of the atonement in the future.  The Charismatics say, “Well, Jesus is the same yesterday, today, and forever.”  But you have to look at the context of the scripture you are quoting and qualify what it is saying.  EXAMPLE: In the Gospels, Jesus Christ was a baby.  Is He a baby today and forever?  In the Gospels, He only preached to Israel.  Is that what he wants us to do today?  Of course not.  They take the verse out of context.

v.17) This is not an exact quote of any verse in Isaiah, but Jesus Christ changed the words of Is. 53:4.  This is a Greek translation of Is. 53. The Laws of Jurisprudence say that a writer can quote his own work freely because he knew what he had in mind when he wrote.  When the writer testifies in court, then he does not have to quote his own writing exactly.  To explain, this means that Jesus Christ can give His own quote of the OT because He is Jehovah of the OT.  

*Of course, this could be something that Isaiah SAID under the inspiration of the Holy Ghost, but it was never written in the canon of scripture.

*The atonement will give you a sinless body in the future and a body with no disease.

v.18) Matt. 14:13-14-Jesus was thronged by crowds all during His ministry.  He fled from them, not because of a lack of compassion, but because of the pressure of crowds.  He desired to be alone with His Father many times (Mk. 1:44-45; Luke 6:12).   

vv.19-20) The scribes that were in charge of the scripture were from the tribe of Levi.  This man said the right thing, but he had not “counted the cost.”  Jesus Christ emphasized that many times He had no place to stay.  He made his bed outdoors and on the ground (John 7:53-8:1).     

*The military “trench” gets its nickname of “foxhole” from this verse.

vv.21-22) Companion passage is Luke 9:57-62.  Jesus Christ answers this person very rudely.  “Do not go bury your father.  Miss the funeral.”  He implies that the living people are also dead (Eph. 2:1).  The reason Jesus Christ was so rough on people that wanted to be His disciples was because He knew that life would be very difficult for them in the future.  Persecution would come.  The only way to train soldiers is to be as hard on them as possible so that they will be prepared for the worst.  Jesus knew that one day, “…he that killeth you will think that he doeth God service…” (John 16:2)

vv.23-24)  When comparing this passage to Acts 27, it is plain to see that life is like a sea voyage:


1. There are storms (problems and trouble).


2. You need a good Captain and Pilot.


3. You can be attacked and bombed by the enemy.


4. You can run aground.


5. You can get lost or hit by another ship if there is FOG.


6. Starting out you are confident to arrive with no problem.

7. Your plans change.

8. The majority is ALWAYS wrong.

9. You need a compass (Bible) to show direction or you can look up (starts).

10. You must abandon what you are trusting.

11. Men want a substitute ship when the one God puts them on messes up.                                  

v.25) A very good prayer and can be devotionally compared to the “Sinner’s Prayer” at salvation.

v.26) Nothing can go too wrong if the Lord is on board your ship.

v.27) This is obviously not just a man.  Jesus Christ has the power over the elements that only Jehovah God has.

v.28) Here we are given the NUMBER of the men with unclean spirits (TWO), but in the account in Mark 5:1-20 we are given the DETAILS about ONE of the men.  The same exact way of giving accounts of a story happens with blind Bartimaeus.  Matthew (Matt. 20:30-34) gives the number of blind men, but Mark (Mk. 10:46-52) gives the details of one of the blind men.  

*The “characteristics” of a truly, devil-possessed man are given in the account in Mark 5:1-20.  Most of the cases that people imagine to be possessions by unclean spirits today 

are only “physical, health problems.”  This thinking is aided by the Charismatic movement, which teaches that God does not want you to be sick, poor, or in any problem.  This teaching is heresy.  The greatest Christian in the NT is one of the ones that suffered the most, Apostle Paul (2 Corinth. 11:23-30).

v.29) Notice that an unclean spirit can confess that Jesus is the Son of God (as a Jehovah’s Witness can confess), but it cannot confess that He is come in the flesh (1 John 4:1-3).

“…before the time…” is a reference to the time when all devils and the devil will be tormented (Rev. 20:10).

vv. 30-32) Notice that an unclean spirit has some attraction to dead bodies (Mark 5:5,13).  

*An unclean spirit has a desire to be in a hot place and/or a wet place (Matt. 12:43-45; Matt. 17:15; Mark 5:13).  

*Devils like high places (Mark 5:5; Gen. 11:3,4; 2 Kings 15:4; Is. 14:12-14).   

*It is always religious (Mark 5:7).

*A person with an unclean spirit is marked by a desire to hurt himself (1 Kings 18:28; Mk. 5:5).

*A person with an unclean spirit is marked by excessive crying and nakedness (Mark 5:5; Lk. 8:27-28).  

*Sometimes they have unusual physical strength (Mark 5:4), and do not yield to love or persuasion (Mark 5:4).

v.34) It shows how little a human being is worth that if a devil cannot possess you, then his next choice is a hog.  The amazing thing about the story is that the people wanted Jesus Christ to get away from them.  Why?  They were scared by his power to transform this demoniac and his conversion was startling.  Most of all, it is obvious that “the love of money is the root of all evil (1 Tim. 6:10).”  It was just too expensive to have Jesus around with the price of pork being what it was and the fact that about 2,000 pigs were killed.  

*Mark’s account includes the touching conversation of the convert’s desire to go with Jesus, but the Lord told him to stay where he was and be “a witness” for him.  Amen.  

