Chapter 15

v.1) This account is found in Mark 7:1-13.

v.2) BEWARE of people that are worried about keeping “the tradition of the elders” (Col. 2:8).

v.3) Normally traditions are contrary to the word of God.

v.5)  This is the case of a young man that can take care of his parents in their old age by providing for them a place to stay.  Instead he gives the place to the temple and has an agreement with the priest that when the parents die it will be bought back.  (Lev. 27:14-19; Prov. 28:24; Mark 7:11-13)

v.6) It is possible for human beings to make the most powerful THING in the universe of no effect.  It is done mainly by observing tradition (Mark 7:13).

vv.7-8) This quote is from Isaiah 29:13.  

v.9) “Vain” worship is when a religious leader teaches doctrines that are only man-made commandments.  

vv.10-11) See James 3.  “What is in the well comes up in the bucket.”  What is in the heart of man is manifested by what comes out of his mouth.

v.12) Jesus Christ had no problem with offending someone by speaking the truth.  The main thing that they did not like about the Lord was His preaching.

v.13) This is essentially saying, “Don’t worry about them.  They are going to hell anyway.”  

v.14) The Lord was willing to take time with the woman at the well or with children.  But He would not give these religious leaders any time except to rebuke them and call them bad names.

*THIS verse is a good example of the Lord’s sarcasm.

v.15) IT IS NOT A PARABLE (see v.16).  The disciples could not get things straight.  When He was speaking figuratively (Matt. 16:6-12), they thought it was literal.  When He was speaking literally (like here), they thought it was figurative.  

*The RCC takes the cup of communion and make it the literal blood of Christ.  Jesus was speaking figuratively about it (John 6:53-56).  If He was speaking literally, then they should drink the cup itself (John 6:63; Matt. 26:27-28).  

v.16) Peter was often rebuked because he was so fast to open his mouth.

v.18) The wicked words that come out of a man affect him in a bad way, BOTH spiritually and physically.          

v.19) In scripture, the heart is not the organ that pumps blood.  It is the part of your being with which you believe, love, etc.  Your heart is your affections (Matt. 6:21; Col. 3:2).  

*Also, your mind is not the physical part of your body called “the brain.”  Your mind is your intellect and the things that you think about.

v.21) Tyre and Sidon are Gentile cities and are spoken of several times in the Gospels (Matt. 11:21-22; Mark 3:8; Mark 7:24, 31, etc).

v.22) This woman was living in Canaan, but she was not a Canaanite.  Mark 7:26 says that she was a Greed, a Syrophenician by nation.  She knew enough about Jesus Christ to call Him by His Jewish title, Son of David.

vv.23-24) This lady did not understand that Christ’s first coming was primarily Jewish and that His signs of healing and miracles were to convince the Jews (1 Cor. 1:22).  All she knew was that her daughter had a devil and Jesus could cast out devils. 

REASONS FOR DELAYED ANSWERS TO PRAYER:

1. God wants to see if you are earnest and sincere.

2. You need to see that you are helpless in a real emergency.

3. God will wait to answer sometimes until the selfishness is gone from your request.

4. Refusal to answer is not always PERMENANT.

5. To make you continue in prayer strengthens your faith.

v.25) The woman was in the right place, with the right person, and had the right attitude, but STILL she had NO answer to her prayer.

v.26) Notice that this very rude way of talking to people is not a sin.  He called her “a dog.”  Also, notice that He did not talk this way ALL the time.  A preacher should not do things on impulse, but have a plan for when he is rough and when he is tender (Jude 22-23).  Elijah ridiculed and mocked the “religious worship service” of the prophets of Baal (1 Kings 18:27). 

v.27) Even though it was not in God’s dispensational plan to help this woman, the Lord went outside of His dispensation to help her because of her great HUMILITY.  She did not get angry about being called a dog.  She said, “Okay, I am a dog, but I am a dog that wants to eat the crumbs from your table.  Help me.”  Not many people are willing to take their place and realize what they are and submit.

*John Patton reached all of New Zealand claiming Psalm 2:8 which does not refer to the church age!  Do not become so dispensational that you lose your zeal and spiritual application for the word of God.

v.28) Notice that this healing was not accompanied by the laying on of hands.  In fact, the person that was healed was not even present, Christ never met them, and the person was healed immediately.  No modern healers would attempt to meet a person and tell them that their relative in another location had been healed. 

v.30) Christ had the signs and miracles of the “Prophet like unto” Moses (Deut. 18:15-18).

 v.31) “the God of Israel” is obviously a Jewish distinction because Christ was performing signs to convince the Jews of the fact that He was their Messiah.

v.32) This is the second time in the Gospel of Matthew that Christ feeds a group in the wilderness, but this time the number of people is different (4,000).  This is recorded again in Mark 8:1-9.  Again, this feeding represents the tribulation feeding of Jews at Sela Petra, the rock city in the wilderness.

v.34) There is a good chance that this is the food left over from the feeding of the 5,000.

Chapter 16

v.1) The Pharisees were “orthodox Fundamentalists Jews,” but the Sadducees were Jewish “liberals.”  Sadducees did not believe in the resurrection from the dead, nor in angels, nor in the spirit (Acts 23:7-8).  However, the two rival groups joined together to fight a common enemy, Jesus Christ.  Sometimes you will see Christians that would normally be against one another joining together to fight a common enemy.  It is not very good fellowship that is just based on dislike for one person or group.       

*They asked for something “from heaven,” so He gave them an illustration that is from the weather.  The three heavens are: 1. The first heaven in which the birds fly, 2. The second heaven that we see at night with the moon and stars, and 3. The third heaven in which God dwells.  They were not wanting an illustration from the weather, but He refused to give them what they wanted.  Christ knew that these men were dishonest skeptics because He had already given them about twenty-two signs and now they asked for another one.  In Chapter 15 alone, see the signs in vv. 28,31, and 38.  

vv.2-3) These verses are similar to a seaman’s parable that says, “Red sky in morning; 
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sailor take warning.  Red sky at night; sailor’s delight.”  This pictures the Two Advents of Christ.  The first advent is pictured by the sun going down in the west with a “blood-red” sky.  This is because at the first advent Christ died and shed His blood (going “down” from the cross, “down” into the grave, and “down” into the heart of the earth).  At the Second Advent, He will come back from the east with His garments dipped in the blood of His enemies.  This is pictured by the sun rising in the east in a “blood-red” sky.

v.4) The sign of the prophet Jonah is the sign of the resurrection (Matt. 12:38-40) because Jonah came up from the dead and from the heart of the earth (Jonah 2:1-10).  Jonah’s sign is the one that is “spoken against” (Luke 2:34).  

*Christ does mention a sign “from heaven” appearing at His Second Advent in Matt. 24:30.  This sign will appear immediately after the tribulation (Matt. 24:29) and will be connected with the “latter rain.”  But this rain is not the Charismatic’s version, which is the pouring out of a “tongue-talking” movement.  It is literal RAIN that breaks a three and one-half year drought, as in the days of Elijah (1 Kings 18:42-46).  This sign of the Son of Man in heaven might be shaped like a man’s hand, as this cloud was shaped in 1 Kings when the rain came.  

*Jonah preached right before the Assyrian invasion and Christ preached right before the invasion of Titus in 70 A.D.

v.6) Leaven is false doctrine in the scriptures (13:33).  

LEAVEN OF THE PHARISEES AND SADDUCEES:

1. Sadducees did not believe in the spirit, angels, or resurrection (Acts 23:8).  2. Pharisees like front seats and require more of other people than they require of themselves. 3. Pharisees like to be called by religious titles (Master, Father, Reverend, etc.) – Matt. 23:8-9.  Pharisees clean up the outside, but the inside is dirty (heart) – Matt. 23:25.  4. Pharisees take the inheritance of widows and pray LONG prayers in public places (Matt. 23:14).  5. Pharisees wear long robes (Mark 12:38; Luke 20:46).      

v.7) Again, the disciples make the mistake of taking the statement literally when it was meant spiritually.

vv.8-10) Jesus rebuked them because they thought He was talking about a lack of bread.  He reminds them that they have seen bread produce from nothing.  Therefore, He is not talking about physical leaven and bread.  

*Jesus Christ could perceive what men were thinking in their hearts when He exercised His deity (Mark 2:6-8).  

vv.11-12) The explanation of the leaven is very clear in this passage.  It is “the doctrine of the Pharisees and of the Sadducees.”

v.13) Caesarea Philippi is north (like Mount Hermon).  

v.14) Jesus Christ was mistaken for three of the roughest and hardest talking characters in the word of God.  Those three were:  

John the Baptist (Matt. 3:7), Elijah (1 Kings 18:27), and Jeremiah was the last prophet before Nebuchadnezzar invaded and destroyed Jerusalem (Christ was just before the invasion of Titus on Jerusalem).  Jeremiah’s message was 100% negative with no hope of deliverance because there was no desire in Israel to repent (Jeremiah 6:10,19,30).  

*None of these men were married and none of them had children.

v.15) Jesus Christ is interested in what you believe about Him personally, not just what other people believe about him.  Saying, “I believe Jesus died for everyone” is not good enough.  You must believe, “Jesus died for ME.”  It is personal.    

v.16) It is important to know that Jesus is THE Christ because there is more than one “Anointed One.” (Luke 2:26)  Lucifer was “the anointed cherub” (Ezek. 28:14).    

v.17) Peter received a supernatural revelation.  Paul speaks about the revelation that he received directly from Jesus Christ in Galatians chapter 1.  

* “Barjona” is Aramaic for “son of Jonas.”  Therefore, “Barabbas” means “son of the father.”  When Jesus and Barabbas stood before Pilate there were two men to chose from and both of them were sons of different fathers.  The people chose the wrong one.  

v.18)  The Roman Catholic Church uses this verse as their proof text to say that they are the Church that Jesus Christ founded or “the One, True Church.”  The RCC says that Jesus made “Blessed Simon Peter” the Rock that the church was founded upon and they say that Peter was the First Pope.  By closer examination, we will see that this is not true.  

*If Simon Peter was the First Pope, then we see in v. 23 that Jesus Christ called the first Pope, “Satan” immediately after saying he was the rock of the church.  But Peter was not the rock upon which the church was founded.  John 1:42 says that Peter (Cephas) means “a stone,” not a Rock.  “The Rock” is always Christ.   

The word Peter is NOT the word for “rock” in three languages:

LATIN:  “Petrus” (word for “Peter”) = “stone”  /  “petram” = “rock”


GREEK: “Petros” or (word for “Peter”) = “stone”  / “petra” = “rock”

ENGLISH: “Peter” = “stone”  /  “rock” = “rock”

*Therefore, to MAKE Peter to be this ROCK, the RCC looked for a language in which the word for stone and rock are the very same word.  They found that in Aramaic (also called, “ Syriac”) the word “Cephas” means both “rock” AND “stone.”  So they teach that the book of Matthew was the only NT book written originally in Aramaic.  This is a lie and there is no manuscript evidence to prove that the original book of Matthew was not Greek.  ALL NT books were originally written in Greek.  It was the major worldwide language of Christ’s day.      






NOTICE: The wording of Christ’s statement indicates that He was not referring to Peter as the Rock and foundation of the church.  He said, “THOU art Peter, and upon THIS Rock…”  He did not say, “You are Peter and upon THAT rock…”  He did not point to Peter and say, “THAT rock.”  He pointed to Himself and said, “THIS Rock.”  Remember that Peter had just made a great confession about Jesus Christ in verse 16 and that confession led to Jesus’ statement in verse 18 that He Himself is the Rock upon which the church is founded.  It is like what Jesus said in John 2:18-21.  When He said, “THIS temple” the religious leaders thought He was referring to the temple that they were looking at.  He was not.  “This temple” was a reference to Himself, like “this rock.”  

NOTICE:  That the Rock is clear in the following verses (Deut. 32:4-5,15-18,30; 1 Corinth. 10:4; 1 Pet. 2:6-8 - the writer is Simon Peter).  It is a Jewish Rock, not a Gentile, Sun-god worshipping, religious system with drunken, fornicating priests.

*“…the gates of hell shall not prevail against IT.”  What is the IT?  Most people think it is the church.  But the church is not in hell and it is not going to hell.  Therefore, the word “it” refers to the Rock, Christ.  Jesus Christ went to “the heart of the earth to hell” and it did not prevail against Him (Acts 2:31).

v.19) There are no “keys” needed for entering “heaven.”  These keys are keys to THE KINGDOM of heaven.  A key opens “a door” (Rev. 3:7-8).  See 1 Corinth. 16:8-9, in this verse the “door” is an opportunity to preach.  

*The two keys are given to Simon Peter and he uses them to open the door of faith to the Jews (Acts 2) and to the Gentiles (Acts 10).  These keys were for opening the kingdom of heaven, but due to the Jewish rejection of the kingdom NO ONE preaches the physical kingdom AFTER Acts 15 (the council at Jerusalem).  See Acts 11:15-19; Acts 14:22,27-there is a shift to the Kingdom of God.  At Acts 15:7-11, Peter begins to preach faith ONLY for salvation (Kingdom of God).  Paul preached the Kingdom of God (Acts 20:20-25) and spoke of a door to preach being opened (2 Cor. 2:12).  

**The RCC uses the second part of the verse (Matt. 16:19) with John 20:23 to prove that you should confess your sins to a RC priest.  But this power to remit and retain sins was not just given to the first Pope (Peter) as they assume from Matt. 16.  If we compare Matthew 18:15-18, then we see that all the Apostles had this power and it relates to arguments between brethren and the conclusion of church leaders in resolving such problems.    On the issue of “remitting and retaining sins” according to John 20:23, it is clear that a Christian can tell someone, “You are in your sins” based on that person’s testimony of salvation.  I can say, “You are forgiven because you have trusted the blood of Jesus Christ to save your soul from hell.”  But it is not ME doing the forgiving (Acts 13:38-39).  The RCC makes a big mistake in teaching that their priests have power to forgive people themselves (Mark 2:7).              

v.20) Jesus was trying to keep the proper timetable.  The word Christ means “anointed” or “Messiah.

v.21) This verse contains seven specific prophecies of Christ’s death: 1. In Jerusalem, 2. Suffer many things from chief priests,  3. And the elders, 4. And the scribes, 5. Be killed, 6. Rise from death, 7. On the third day.

*No other so-called “prophet” like Mohammed could predict anything about his death in such detail.   

vv.22-23) What terrible language to use on a person that is “trying to help you.”  Jesus Christ addressed the devil INSIDE the man (Ezek. 28:13-15).  Peter’s rebuke was in opposition to fulfilling prophecy and was basically telling God Himself, “YOU ARE WRONG.”  He was obviously led of the wrong spirit just moments after his great confession being directed by the Holy Spirit in verses 16-17.  This shows you that a walk with God and being filled with the Spirit are not just day-to-day efforts, but moment-by-moment.  You cannot let down your guard and think that you have arrived at maturity.  You must keep striving to the mark of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.  

*Satan wants to lift up man and “make the world a better place to live.”  This is how Satan will receive worship.  The things of God are in vv.21,24 (suffering and dying for the GLORY OF GOD).

vv.24-25) There is a great LAW OF CONTRADICTION in the Christian life.  You build up muscles by tearing them down (exercise).  You make money by spending it (investment).  You never find happiness by looking for it.  You look for the will of God in your life and happiness naturally follows.  

“He who gives up what he cannot keep to gain what he cannot lose is no fool.”

v.26) Luke quotes this verse in reference to a man’s testimony, but Matthew refers to a man’s eternal soul.  The soul is a bodily shape and a man can lose that.  See Psalm 22:6.

v.27) “Son of man” is the Jewish title for Jesus Christ.  The phrase “with his angels” refers to the Second Advent.  Church Age saints look for the “Son of God,” but a Jew in the tribulation (doing works for salvation) is looking for “the Son of man.”         

v.28) The direct reference is to John the Revelator because he saw the Advent when the Book of Revelation was given to him (John 21:20-24).  The indirect reference is to Peter, James, and John seeing Christ’s glory on the Mount of Transfiguration (2 Pet. 1:16-18).

Chapter 17

*There are 48 prophecies of Christ’s First Advent, but 500 of His Second Advent.  The transfiguration is a picture of Christ’s Second Coming.  Notice that chapter 16 ends with a discussion of John (v.28) seeing the Revelation of Jesus Christ.  

v.1) The companion passage is Luke 9:28-36.  In Luke 9:28, the Bible says that it was after “about eight days.”  Matthew says, “AFTER six days.”  Therefore, if it is after six and about eight, then it must be SEVEN DAYS.  The Seventh Day in human history is the millennium (2 Peter 3:8).  In human history, this Seven-Day system is divided into FOUR days before Christ and THREE days after Christ.  More verses on the Seven-Day are Ex. 19:9-11; Hosea 6:2; Luke 13:6-9; John 2:1; John 4:40-43.

*The Mount is Sinai (also called Horeb) and it is connected to the Second Advent (Malachi 4:4).   

v.2) Malachi 4:1-2 – The Second Advent is like the Sun coming up in the morning.  The Jewish night is divided into four watches (see notes under Matt. 14:23) and Christ comes in the forth watch (the morning, between 03:00 and 06: 00).  See Psalm 78:65-66.  

v.3) Malachi 4:4-5 – Moses and Elijah are connected to the Second Advent.  These are some similarities between Jesus Christ and Moses and Elijah:

1. All three fasted 40 days and nights (Ex. 20; 1 Kings 19; Lk. 4).

2. Moses and Elijah died where Christ will return (Duet. 34:1; 2 Kings 2:8,13-15), AND where Christ was baptized at Bethabara (John 1:28; 3:26).  This is the same place where Jacob fled from Esau, and where David fled from Absalom.

3. All three are connected to Mount Sinai.  This is where Christ will come back before He comes to the Mount of Olives (Deut. 33:1-2; Hab. 3:1-3).  Christ will take the same route that the Ark of the Covenant took. Ex. 33:20-21; Zech. 4:3,12-14 – Moses and Elijah STAND in the tribulation.  

v.4) The Jewish Feast of Tabernacles is the same month as the Second Advent (Sept. 20-23-Yom Kippur).  See also Lev. 23:34; Zech. 14:16-20; Acts 15:16.  

*Simon Peter did not realize what he was saying.  On the list that has Jesus Christ as #1, there is no #2, #3, etc. 

v.5) Rev. 14:14-16 – “a bright cloud”

v.8) This is one of the proof texts for the “Jesus only” Charismatics and William Marion Branham.

v.9) His disciples did not understand what He was saying about “rising again from the dead.”  See John 20:7-9.  The Jews were waiting on a resurrection, but they did not expect anyone (not even Christ) to come up BEFORE that resurrection.  All orthodox Jews believe in a General Resurrection and a General Judgment, but Jesus Christ came up BEFORE that resurrection.  Christ’s resurrection was a resurrection FROM the dead (Acts 4:1-2; Acts 24:14-15; Acts 26:22-23).  In other words, He beat the resurrection.  He came up ahead of it.  This PROVED that He was sinless (Acts 17:31).  That causes people to hate Jesus Christ because Buddha and Mohammed did not come up.  When the Church Age saints are raptured, then it will be proof that we have righteousness (the righteousness of Christ-2 Cor. 5:21) that other people do not have.  

*Rom. 1:3-4 – The Virgin Birth is proved by His resurrection.          

v.10) “Elias” is the English translation of the NT Greek word for Elijah.  “Elijah” is the English translation of the OT Hebrew word for his name.

v.11) John WAS Elijah until the Jews rejected Christ, then John became a picture of Elijah (his head was cutoff by Gentiles, like Rev. 11).

vv. 12-13) See notes on Matt. 11:14.

v.15) The word “lunatic” comes from the same root word as “lunar” meaning the moon.  There is a certain madness connected to the “full moon” and it is not all superstition.  

*Serial killer Henry Lee Lucas murdered more than 100 women over an eight-year period and he said that he killed all of them on the full moon.    

*Tests show that 5 out of 12 computer breakdowns happen on the full moon.

*Many famous people have died on the full moon (John Belushi, Elvis Presley, etc.).

REMEMBER: Devils have an attraction for warm, wet places.

v.17) The word “suffer” here means “to tolerate” or “to put up with.”

v.18) Jesus Christ never had ONE failure.

v.19) The disciples had cast out devils before, but this one was more difficult (see v.21).

v.20) “This mountain” refers to the one He was just on, but in Matt. 21:21 it is probably the Mount of Olives due to it being near Bethany (21:17).

v.21) The NIV and other modern English versions omit the word, “fasting.”  RSV removes entire verse.

vv.22-23) Christ was a true Prophet in every sense of the word.  He could predict the events of His own death.

*Galilee is North in Palestine.                     

vv.24-26) Notice how quickly Simon Peter answers.  He is very honest and simple.  He did not take the time to think about his answer to hide anything.  He just answered, “Yes” and “Of strangers.”  

NOTICE: Jesus Christ did not try to avoid paying His taxes, even to a wicked government that was going to kill Him.  

*The word “prevent” in v.25, means “to go ahead of.”  “Pre-event” = “before the event”      

v.27) How could a man know the exact amount of money in any fish’s mouth?  A man could not know.  Only God could know.  

*Jesus Christ humbled Himself and paid taxes WITH Simon Peter.  He did not have to do it, but He did.

Chapter 18

v.1) “the kingdom of heaven”

vv.3-4) Notice that during the future “Kingdom Age,” a man can be converted BEFORE he humbles himself.  This is not true in the Church Age.  In the present age, one must first humble himself as a child, and then he can be saved.  

vv.5-6) This can be spiritually applied during the church age to represent people that “mess up” a new convert before he can start growing well.  The cults and Charismatics are well known for this.

v.7) This gives the balanced picture of God’s sovereignty, foreknowledge, and predestination.  Offences must come, but do not be the person that commits the offences.  

*Another good example is the comparison of Acts 2:23 with Acts 7:52.  In Acts 2, the Bible says that it was determined and foreknown by God that Jesus Christ would be crucified (“offences must come”).  Acts 7 says that certain men were His betrayers and murders (“woe to that man by whom the offence cometh”).

vv.8-9) These verses show the stupidity of the Watchtower teaching that hell is the grave.  Whether you have your eyes and hands does not matter if hell is the grave.  You go to the grave either way (with or without hands and eyes).  But it is talking about getting rid of your hands or eyes to avoid going into the FIRE!

*This CANNOT be NT salvation!  This is the constitution of the Millennial kingdom and good works are involved in salvation (Matt. 5:22,29-30).  During the Millennium you cannot even call a man a fool!

*In v. 9, notice the phrase “enter into life.”  They are already alive.  This is a reference to entering the Millennial kingdom (19:29).  

v.10) Each child has an angel REPRESENTING that child before God’s throne in heaven.  There is no doubt that a child is SAFE (not yet saved, but SAFE) BEFORE the child receives knowledge of good and evil (Deut. 1:39).  The child is innocent (the same way Adam was innocent) BEFORE that child has knowledge of good and evil (Rom. 3:20; Rom. 4:15; Rom. 5:13; Rom. 7:8-9).  Even though we are all born into sin (Rom. 5:12), we are not CHARGED with sin in the sight of God until we gain the knowledge of good and evil.  This knowledge is received when a person violates their conscience.  

* “Their angel” refers to each child having his own angel as a representative before God.  An “angel” is an appearance of God.  Sometimes an angel is a messenger, but not always.  It was “an angel of the Lord” that appeared to Moses in the burning bush and said, “I AM THAT I AM (Ex. 3:2; Acts 7:30).”  

*Angels are called “stars” in the book of Revelation and they are called “Princes” that represent nations in the OT.  In other words, there is an appearance (angel) before God that represents each of the nations and when the nations fight, their angels fight (Dan. 10:12-13; Dan. 10:20).  These angels are the “principalities” talked about in Ephesians 6:12 and Colossians 2:10,15.  The “Prince” or Angel for the nation of Israel is Michael the archangel (Dan. 10:21; 12:1).    

v.11) Luke 19:10 - A small child asked his father, “What does God do all day?”  This verse was the father’s answer.  Excellent answer.  Our main work as a Christian should be to look for lost people and direct them to Jesus Christ for salvation.

v.12) In this passage and in Luke 15:4, the sheep are a picture of the lost sheep of the house of Israel.  The same is true of the story of the Prodigal Son.  During the Church Age, the sheep are saved individuals.  

*You can preach this verse devotionally, especially if you are talking about a lost man that did not want to be lost.  This sheep did not want to be lost.  

v.13) This is similar to the “elder brother” to the Prodigal Son and to the Pharisees that were colleagues of Nicodemus.  The first two (the brother and the Pharisees) did not go astray, but they were hard-hearted.  Jesus Christ came to save sinners, not the righteous.

v.14) 2 Peter 3:9

vv.15-16) These verses go past Matthew and into the Church Age (Luke 17:3-4; Eph. 4:32).  Notice that Jesus talks about “the church” and how to handle these things in the church in v.17.  Another reason you know there is a connection to the church age in this passage because in verse 20 there is a reference to the indwelling Holy Spirit that came in Acts 2.

v.17) This is obviously a local church situation.  Have the church judge matters in the church (1 Corinth. 6:1-6).  If the brother does not receive the judgment of the church, then treat him as a lost man (1 Cor. 5:9-11).

*They considered the “publican” (tax collector) the worst sinner in their culture.

v.18) God will honour whatever decision the church makes.  This is one of the Roman Catholic proof texts for priests forgiving sins.   

*The early church made the decision to “bind” some things and God honoured their decisions (Acts 1:21-26; Acts 15:19-20; 28).  The same applies for “loosing” (2 Cor. 2:5-11).

vv.21-22) Luke 17:3-4 – “This is a hard saying.  Who can hear it?”

*Why did Christ choose this number (70 times 7)?  Because this is how many times the Lord forgave Israel for breaking the Sabbath.  God promised Israel that if they did not allow the land to rest every seventh year, then He would scatter Israel among the heathen.  Then the land would enjoy the rest of the Sabbath (Read Leviticus 25:3-5, 20-21; Leviticus 26:33-35).  When Nebuchadnezzar took Israel captive to Babylon the land rested for 70 years to make up for the Sabbath years that Israel skipped (2 Chronicles 36:18-21).  

Saul’s reign began in 1096 BC.  Nebuchadnezzar invaded in 606 BC.  The difference is 490 years or 70 times 7.  Saul took the land and misused it (1 Samuel 8:5-18).  This continued with Solomon (1 Kings 4:22-24; 5:11-NOTE that it says “year by year”).  Solomon should have been skipping the seventh year! 

v.24) Today this amount of money is about 120 BILLION Kwacha (or $4,000,000 USD).  This is what we owe God (more than we could ever pay).  

v.25) This is what they did back in these days.  If the man could not pay the bill, then he was sold or bought to work the bill off.  In this case, it would be for all of his life.

v.26) This is a human honour like the British “House of Lords.”

v.27) This is what God did for us through the payment of Jesus Christ.  He forgave our debt (in hell) that we could never pay.

v.28) This amount of money is more like K5,000.  A much smaller amount was owed to him than the amount he was forgiven.  

v.30) This was the debtor prison that men were thrown into when they could not pay a debt.  

vv.31-33) It is a big mistake to treat people this way.  Doctrinally, this is Jewish brethren treating one another this way.  The NT pattern to follow is Ephesians 4:32.

vv.34-35) Once again, this cannot be NT salvation.  This passage is the Catholic proof text for purgatory.  But that will not work because:

1. The Lord has paid our dues, 2. Men do the tormenting in the passage, not angels, 3. This passage is life on earth, not in eternity.

Chapter 19

v.3) The Pharisees were referring to Deut. 24:1-4.  Deuteronomy says that the man can divorce a woman if “she finds no favour in his eyes.”  In Matthew, they asked Jesus if the law gave them the liberty to go ahead and divorce “for every cause.”  They loved to test Him on the OT law.  What we will read in the next few verses will show that Christ laid down a higher standard than the OT law of Moses.  The case they brought up is not the case of a man divorcing his wife because she committed fornication.  It is the case of a man not liking some small things about his wife, like the way she cooks food or cleans the home.  As a result of these small things, the man could chase his wife and still not violate the law, BUT he had to give her a “writing or bill of divorcement.”  See Deut. 24:1 and Matt. 19:7. 

*Some people take Romans 7:1-3 and privately interpret it to make it teach that if a couple is divorced, then they can NEVER remarry until their first spouse dies.  They say that if you are divorced from one wife and you marry another wife while the first wife is living, then you have two wives in the sight of God.  OR they say that only the first wife is recognized in God’s sight and the second marriage is not recognized in God’s sight.  Therefore, it is like a man having an adulterous affair if he marries a woman after he has been divorced.  But notice in Deut. 24:2-4 that the SECOND marriage is so valid and binding in the eyes of God that a person could not return to their first spouse after they were divorced and remarried to another spouse.      

v.4) Jesus was always reminding them of what Moses said in the OT law and Jesus always reminded them that Moses was only temporary.  This is a reference to Genesis chapter 2 and Adam and Eve.  This is the greatest proof that a man should only marry one wife.  When God created Adam, He did not create two or three wives for the man.  This means that all the men in the OT that married more than one wife were not in the perfect will of God.  God allowed such things because of the “hardness of their hearts” (see v.8).

vv.5-6) It is clear that a married couple do not become “one flesh” literally.  There is some type of spiritual union or spiritual transaction that takes place when a man and woman are joined physically in sexual union that makes them one flesh (1 Cor. 6:15-17) in a SPIRITUAL sense.  That is why it is so wicked and confusing for people to have sex with a person that is not their one “life-partner.”

*In the Bible, marriage is for OT Jews and NT Christians.  God does NOT recognize a marriage between two lost people.  The devil joins lost people.  In the sight of God, lost people cannot marry anymore than two animals can marry (1 Corinth. 7:12-15).             

v.7) These men think that they have caught Christ in a mistake because they knew that Moses allowed divorce “for every cause.”  They did not know how He would answer (v. 8).  

v.8) God did not approve of divorce or polygamy, but He allowed because of the hardness and wickedness of men.  However, now that Jesus Christ has come (John 15:22) and we have the indwelling Holy Spirit and a completed Bible, God expects more out of His people (Acts 17:30).  In the past, God allowed such things because it helped avoid even worse problems.  God is patient and He does tolerate things with long suffering, but in the NT, we have more advantages than the OT saint.  That is why the standard is higher (Matt. 5:28).  

v.9) Some people teach that God does not allow divorce for ANY reason during the church age.  In order to teach this false doctrine, they say that this verse is talking about engagement or betrothal.  If you notice the context (v.6), then there is no doubt that the subject is marriage.         

*There are three scriptural grounds for divorce:  1. Fornication (Matt. 19:9), 2. Death (1 Cor. 7:39-40), 3. Desertion (1 Cor. 7:5, 15, 27-28). 

v.10) They enjoyed the law that you could chase your wife for any reason.  They did not want a high standard of actually loving your wife as yourself (Eph. 5:28-29).

v.11) Here the Lord is talking about their comment on a man that NEVER marries (see v.10).

v.12) A “eunuch” is a person that has no problem living their whole life without sexual union.  This is obviously unusual.  Many great men in the Bible never married (Christ, Paul, Ezekiel, Jeremiah, etc.).  Some of the apostles were probably not married, but some were married for sure (1 Cor. 9:5).

v.14) The Old English word “suffer” means “to tolerate” or “to put up with.”

vv.16-17) This question asked by Jesus Christ in verse 17 is changed in the modern versions.  The corrupt versions say, “Why askest thou me concerning ‘the good?’”  This takes away from the deity of Christ.  Jesus said, “…there is none good…but God…”  This corruption changes the obvious reference to Jesus Christ being God.  Jesus was basically saying, “If I am not God, then do not call me ‘good.’”  The rich, young ruler was not asking about “the good.”  The question was about how to get eternal life.  The answer was, “Do good works.”  Before the death of Jesus Christ, men were still under the OT law for salvation.        

v.18) This man has a typical, depraved human nature.  He asks, “Which?”  Of course, you have to keep all of the commandments (James 2:10), but he was trying to get around that.  

*Notice how the Bible interprets itself.  If you want to understand what the OT law meant in Exodus 20 that said, “Thou shalt not kill,” then you simply compare scripture with scripture.  In doing so, you will find the commandments listed again here in Matt. 19.  In Matt. 19, Jesus Christ gives the definition for “Thou shalt not kill.”  The definition is “…do no murder.”  Self-defense, combat, hunting, and the death penalty are not “murder.”  Therefore, those types of “killing” do not violate the commandment which is “Thou shalt do no murder.”      

*Notice that Jesus Christ did not mention keeping the Sabbath!!!  Notice also that Jesus did not mention the first commandment (“Have no other gods before me”) or the last commandment (“Thou shalt not covet”).  This is because covetousness is idolatry in the Bible (Col. 3:5) and Jesus was waiting to touch on this subject because this was the young man’s problem.  

*We should also notice that the commandments Jesus gave this young man relate to his relations with other human beings.  In other words, he was perfect in his relations to people, but he still did not have salvation (see v.21 and Mark 10:21).  Salvation is a man’s relationship to God, not the man’s relation to other people.  That means salvation is not through “being good to your fellow man” like the RCC and Mother Theresa teach.    

v.19) “Love thy neighbor” is not found with these other commandments in Exodus 20.  It is found in Lev. 19:18.  

v.20) Notice that Jesus Christ did not rebuke him for this answer.  In Mark 10:21, it says, “Then Jesus beholding him loved him…”  This was a very, good, young man.  But…  

v.21)  This young man still did not have salvation for the time period in which he lived.  And the command that Jesus Christ gave to him is obviously NOT salvation in the NT Church Age!  REMEMBER: In every dispensation, a man is saved by doing what God tells him to do in that dispensation!!!  For the NT Church Age, the command is in Acts 16:30-31, Romans 10:9-14 and other places in the NT.  

*Notice that the command to go and sell ALL that he had is summed up in the first and last commandments of the Ten Commandments (Exodus 20).

v.22) In every dispensation, we find men that do not get saved because they refuse to give up something that hinders them from obeying God.  In the Church Age, it does not mean that they CANNOT be saved as long as they have a certain sin in their lives.  NO!  But some times a man thinks, “If I receive Christ, then I will have to stop that sin and I do not want to stop it.”  Therefore, the problem is not that they have the sin in their life and they cannot be saved with that sin in their life, but the problem is they refuse to come to Jesus Christ on the basis of that sin (John 5:40).  The wise thing for the lost man to do is to come to Jesus Christ as a guilty, dirty sinner and get saved, THEN let the Lord work in his life to clean him up after salvation.  Some people never overcome certain sins after salvation, but at least they did not allow that sin to keep them from coming to Christ for salvation.

*For the rich, young ruler, his problem was “the love of money (and possessions).” 1 Tim. 6:10

vv.23-25) These Jews had a very, hard time understanding this because in the OT history of Israel it was the men that were saved and right with God that were made RICH (Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, David, Solomon, Joseph, etc.).  Christians get messed up with this type of thinking in the Church Age, especially in the Charismatic movement (1 Tim. 6:5-6).

*In verse 24, many commentators say that there was a gate in Jerusalem called, “The Eye of the Needle.”  For camels to go through this gate, they had to get down on their knees and this was what Jesus was talking about.  NO!!!  Jesus was talking about something that was totally impossible (see v. 26), not something that was very difficult.                          

v.26) A rich man can get saved because with God all things are possible.  Joseph of Arimathaea was a rich man (Matt. 27:57).

v.27) Like many people, Simon Peter wanted his reward NOW.  The cross comes before the crown.  The suffering comes before the glory.

v.28) The word “regeneration” only occurs one other time in the NT, in Titus 3:5.  In Titus, the word is used for spiritual renewal and washing.  But in Matthew, the word is used to refer to the regeneration of the earth in the Millennium (Acts 3:19-21).  The earth will be renovated by fire after the Millennium and become new (2 Peter 3:10-13).  This is similar to a saved man having all of his WORKS go through the fire at the Judgment Seat of Christ (1 Cor. 3:13-15).  

*These 12 thrones are probably the origin of the twelve members sitting on a jury in court cases.  

v.29) Mark 10:28-30 adds “the gospel’s” sake to “my name’s sake.”  And Mark adds “with persecutions.”  Therefore, Mark is easier to apply to a NT Church Age Christian.  

*PERSECUTION:  Bob Jones, Sr., said, “I thought when I turned 70 years old that I could sit down and rest a bit.  But I found that I had been kicked so much that I was too sore to sit down.”   

v.30) This is explained in Matt. 20:16.  Every NT Christian is called, but few are chosen, and fewer are faithful (Rev. 17:14).  Chapter 20 begins with two pictures of the Church Age: 1) A man working from 06:00 hrs. to 18:00 hrs.; 2) A night with 12 watches

Chapter 20

vv.1-3) This is the ninth parable given.  Notice that this parable is based on capitalism.  Capitalism means that the employer is able to hire and fire anyone that he desires to hire and fire.  The employer can pay them any wage that he desires and the government does not interfere with regulations.  Capitalism is the opposite of communism.  It is the system of a truly free nation.

*The “third hour” is 09:00 hours.  

v.4) There are similarities between this householder and the Lord.  He gives the ones that work for Him “what is right.”  The Lord also goes out looking for people (Luke 19:10).  

v.5) The “sixth and the ninth hour” are 12:00 noon and 15:00 hours.

v.6) If you compare this eleventh hour to the Church Age, then it represents a time period that started between 1830 and 1890 AD.  It is the last hour of twelve hours before the end of the age.

v.7) Again, this is very, strong capitalism.  The only problem with this wage is the people always want to paid more than they are worth.  The Lord will not reward you too much or too little.  He will give His servants what they are worthy of receiving.  

v.8) See v.16.

vv.9-10) This is representative of the fact that during the last two thousand years there have been many different things that Christians have suffered.  For example, the earliest Christians were greatly persecuted, but in the last 100 years there has been more freedom for Christianity in many places.  The lesson to be learned here is that if a Christian will completely give himself to God, then God will reward him well.  A Christian that gave himself completely to God in the last days in which we live will receive the same reward as a Christian that gave himself completely and was tortured and killed as a martyr.   

vv.11-12) How could this be fair?  When we examine the present day, there is much more temptation to sin than there was for the early church or even for the Christian living during the Dark Ages.  The battle lines are not as clear today as they were when the early church was persecuted and when the Dark Age saints were being killed by the Roman Catholic Church.  The last days are compared to the “days of Noe” (Matt. 24:37-39).  Noah’s day was the wickedest time in human history (Gen. 6:5-7), and God said that the day in which we live is like the time of Noah.  

*Therefore, we endure more temptation to sin and the persecuted, martyred saint of the past endured the temptation of denying Christ to avoid execution.  Compare James 1:12 and Revelation 2:10 and you will see two types of people that receive the crown of life.  One is the Christian that endures temptation and loves the appearing of the Lord (that would be the one living in the last days), and the other one is persecuted and is faithful until death (that is the early church or Dark Age saint that was tortured and killed).  Both receive the same reward, like the workers in Matt. 20, but the tortured saint bore “the heat of the day.”  The last day’s saint seems to have just worked for “one hour.”  But God will reward us with “what is right.”      

v.13) The agreement in personal, between the man and God (John 21:22).

v.15) Once again, this is capitalism.  The owner or employer has the right to do with his own money, as he desires.

v.16) Rev. 17:14 – All Christians are called, few are chosen, and even fewer are faithful.

vv.17-19) Notice how many specific details that Jesus Christ gave about His own death.  No man has been able to predict things in such a way and be exactly 100% accurate.  The thing that separates the Bible from all other religious literature is the ability to prophesy the future with no mistakes (Isaiah 46:9-11; 48:5).

vv.20-21) She is referring back to what Jesus said in Matt. 19:28.  This is a good request, but if she knew about the cross and one thief being on each side of Christ, then she would not have asked (see v.22).

v.22) This is the Baptism of Suffering.  All the apostles died a violent death of torture and persecution.  Only John the Revelator survived his execution (in a pot of boiling oil) and was exiled to the Isle of Patmos.  Paul’s head was cut off.  Simon Peter was crucified upside down because he said that he was not worthy to be crucified like Jesus Christ.  Jesus asked, “Are ye able…?”  And they answered, “We are able.”  They fulfilled their promise.        

v.23) Jesus prophesied that they would indeed be baptized with the same baptism of suffering that He was baptized with, but He could not give the seats on His right hand and left hand.  Those seats were reserved for Moses and Elijah (Zech. 4:11-14; Rev. 11:3-8).  Moses represents the Law and Elijah represents the Prophets.

v.24) The OT tribes of Israel also were split with ten against two.  Ten Northern tribes made up Israel and two Southern tribes made up Judah during the divided kingdom.

vv.25-26) The issue is always AUTHORITY (Final Authority).  These powerful, Gentile rulers do not impress Jesus Christ at all.  As Christians, we are different than the powerful, influential men of this world.  We should put ourselves low as ministers.

v.27) The great Christian is the one that “serves” others.

v.28) We should not be trying to make a name for ourselves by building a ministry or buildings or winning souls.  All things should be done for the glory of God and of Jesus Christ.  

*John Calvin used this as his proof text that Jesus Christ only shed enough blood for “the elect,” the ones that would get saved.  However, if you compare scripture with scripture, then you will find in 1 Timothy 2:6 that the “ransom for many” is a “ransom for all.”  The fact that His blood was shed for “all” means that it was shed for “many.”  The Bible interprets itself and clears up any false doctrines when studied carefully, prayerfully, and thoroughly.

v.30) Matthew gives the number (two) and Mark (Mark 10:46-52) gives the details about one.  We have seen this before in the books.           

vv.31-34) This is a great picture of salvation, but doctrinally it is the blindness and future restoration of Israel.

Chapter 21

THE TRIUMPHAL ENTRY INTO JERUSALEM

*For the days of the crucifixion week from the triumphal entry we must look in the Gospel of Mark:

Mark 11:12 is Monday (Matt. 21:18)

Mark 11:19 is Monday evening

Mark 11:20 is Tuesday morning (see Mark 14:1)

Mark 14:1 – “After two days” would bring us to Thursday, but Christ never reached Thursday.  The “Feast of Passover” was Thursday (see John 19:31-42) and His body was taken down from the cross BEFORE the Feast of Passover started.  Therefore, Mark 14:1 is Tuesday evening.

Mark 14:17 is Tuesday night.

Mark 15:1 is Wednesday morning.  

Mark 15:25,33 is Wednesday from 09:00 hrs. to 15:00 hrs. and Christ was taken down by 18:00 hrs. on Wednesday.

v.1) This movement is east to west like the path Christ will take at the Second Advent.  

v.2) Matthew gives the number, Mark gives the details (Mark 11:1-11).  The “colt” tied up is a picture of an unsaved man.

v.3) This is the picture of God wanting to use a man that is an ungodly, useless sinner.    

vv. 4-5) This prophecy is from Zech. 9:9, but notice that the words “he is just and having salvation” are omitted because those words refer to the Second Advent.  

*The last half of the verse is “a hendiady” which means “one by means of two.”  It does not mean that Christ was sitting on two animals, “an ass, and a colt the foal of an ass.”  The word “and” in the phrase is more like the word “even.”  The second part of the phrase is defining what the first part means (like in Isaiah 44:1; 44:6; 45:11).

v.7) They put their clothes on the colt, then they sat Christ on the clothes that were on the colt.

v.9) This will be said at the Second Advent and the Kingdom could have come at this time, but it was rejected.  It remains in the future (Matt. 23:39; Luke 19:37-44).

v.10) This is one of the greatest questions in the Bible:  “Who is this?”

v.11) This is only a partial truth because the full answer is, “He is God in the flesh!”

v.12) This was prophesied in Is. 56:7 and Jer. 7:11.

v.13) Notice that Christ uses the first person pronoun, “My.”  This is Christ making a very, clear claim to be GOD!  Earlier in His ministry He called it “my Father’s house.” (See John 2:15-17)  But in this verse, He says, “My house.”  When Christ leaves the house, then it is no longer His house (Matt. 23:38).  This is very similar to Christ being on the outside of the local churches in Laodicea (Rev. 3:20).

v.15) The fact that the leaders “were sore displeased” shows that they were rejecting Jesus Christ as King of the Jews.

v.16) Jesus was always mocking and making fun of them for not knowing the scriptures (Psalm 8:2).  The key to approaching the Bible properly and gaining understanding is to have a believing heart and a humble mind (Isaiah 66:2).  Remember: YOU ARE A BABY!

v.17) This is Sunday night before Mark 11:12 (Monday, see notes on pg. 69).

v.18) Monday morning.

v.19) This is a picture of unbelieving Israel.  The fact that the tree has leaves means that it should have fruit.  It is like a person professing to have something that they do not have.  Fig leaves are a picture of “self-righteousness.”  Adam and Eve used fig leaves to cover their nakedness, but God shed the blood of an animal and covered them with the skins of the animal.

v.22) You cannot manufacture faith.  It comes from hearing the word (Rom. 10:17) and continuing in prayer (v.22).  It is a gift from God (Eph. 2:8,9).

v.23) THE ONLY ISSUE is Final Authority.  If a man is not in subjection to the word of God (the Final Authority), then the man is his own god.

v.24) You do not want to play games with God.  He knows all the possible moves and He always wins.

vv.25-26) Their problem is two-fold: 1. They should not have feared man.  2. They should have answered immediately and honestly like a child.  Instead, they were scheming and trying to “out-smart” the God of Heaven.  A simple answer was all that was needed.

v.27) This lie caused the greatest truth in the universe to be hidden from them.  God will reveal things to an honest man and hide things from a dishonest man.

v.28) Jesus used this simple parable to answer the question about John’s baptism being from heaven (see v.32).

v.31) This time they gave a quick, simple answer.  They did not see what Jesus was saying and they walked right into His trap.

v.32) This is the answer Jesus was asking for in vv. 25-27.

v.34) This is a picture of the OT prophets coming to Israel.

v.37) This is Jesus Christ.

v.38) The Son of God will inherit the whole earth (John 11:48).  This is ONE OF THE GREATEST PASSAGES in the Bible: They killed Christ to take possession of ruling the whole earth.  This was pictured in the OT by Joseph’s brothers doing away with him (Gen. 37:1-22), and by Ahab killing Naboth to take his vineyard (1 Kings 21:1-19).   

v.39) They took Christ outside the city of Jerusalem and killed him (Heb. 13:12,13; Numbers 5:4).  This place is known as “Gordon’s Calvary.”  It is not the Roman Catholic Calvary that is INSIDE the city of Jerusalem.  This is the picture of a Christian refusing the world system (and going outside of it) and going against it to bear the reproach of Christ.  

v.41) This directly refers to Israel.

v.42) 1 Peter 2:6-8 – This speaks of both advents (see Ps. 118:22).

v.43) The spiritual Kingdom of God went to the Gentiles.

v.44) The first half of the verse refers to the First Advent, and the last half of the verse refers to the Second Advent.

vv.45-46) They KNEW that Christ was referring to them and they went ahead with the plan to kill Him anyway.  This is a great picture of how wicked human nature is.  

*Again, they feared the multitude.

Chapter 22

*The events in chapters 22-24 take place on Tuesday of the crucifixion week.

v.1) This is the tenth of the twelve parables.

v.2) This is clearly God the Father and His Son.

v.3) This is not referring to the Church Age because they are sent out to get “guests” not a “bride.”  

*This passage is talking about Christ’s earthly Jewish servants inviting Jews to come “meet” the bridegroom (see 25:1).  Very few Jews received the kingdom (“and they would not come”).

v.4) The companion passage is Luke 14:15-24.  Matthew calls it a “dinner” and Luke calls it a “supper.”

v.6) This represents the OT prophets all the way up until John the Baptist.

v.7) Up until this part, Christ was talking about past history. In verse 7, Christ is talking about the future (70 AD) when Titus and his armies attacked Jerusalem and destroyed everything.  

v.8) The Jews during the time of Christ were not worthy and were destroyed (Titus-v.7).  So the invitation to other Jewish guests moved to the future (tribulation).

vv.9-10) These guests are Jewish tribulation saints.

v.11) During the church age, the covering or garment of a Christian is the righteousness of Christ.  Therefore, this cannot be a church age saint reaching heaven WITHOUT THAT GARMENT WHICH IS CHRIST’S RIGHTEOUSNESS and then being cast into hell (see v.13).  That is impossible.  Remember, the passage and this particular supper is dealing with Jews (tribulations saints).  

*In an Oriental wedding (Jewish culture is very Oriental in many customs), all the guests are welcomed at the entrance with garments to put on during the proceedings.  Somehow this man entered without a garment.  This means that he was an uninvited guest or he lost his garment.  During the tribulation, a person can lose their salvation.  He is not a “proper” guest for the wedding of the King’s Son.     

v.12) There will be no excuses when lost men stand before God (Rom. 3:19).

v.13) This man goes to hell.  There is a possibility that this story is referring to Satan Incarnate, the antichrist (Rev. 20:10).

v.14) Many were called to this wedding, but the ones that put on the wedding garment were the only ones chosen.  The refusal of the garment means the refusal of a covering for sin and this ends in the lake of fire.

v.15) The Pharisees were fruitless, religious people.  Today, these types of people are everywhere.  They ask questions to trip you up, not for edification.  

*The only woman to ever entangle Jesus Christ in a conversation was the Syrophenician woman (Mark 7:26-30) and she did it by her genuine humility.

v.16) The Herodians were Jewish traitors that betrayed their own nation and supported Rome.  They came to “flatter” Jesus Christ, but this old trick did not work on the King of glory.  Flattery is when a man tries to say good words about you to get in close to you.  Christ knew their hearts and motives (v.18).

v.17) People will ask you this question, “What do you think about this or that?”  It does not matter what you think or what another person thinks.  WHAT DOES GOD SAY?  That is the only question that matters.  They thought they would catch Him in a trap.  

They knew that the government (Rome) would be against Him, if He said not to pay taxes.  And they knew that He would violate the OT law, if He paid tribute (Deut. 17:14-15).  

*These men had a goal of turning Jesus over to the government (Luke 20:20).  When he passed the test on the issue of taxes, they were forced to plainly LIE (Luke 23:2).

v.18) He knew exactly what they were trying to do.

v.20) “Superscription” is Old English for “inscription.”

v.21) Jesus Christ did not “forbid” His followers to pay taxes.  He paid His taxes and told His followers to do the same (Rom. 13:1-5).  And it did not matter that the money went to a very, wicked Roman government.  Therefore, you cannot use an excuse that says, “I do not pay taxes because the money goes to an ungodly government.”

v.22) They knew that His answer was much better than their question and they could not “entangle Him in His talk.”

v.23) The Sadducees were religious modernists and liberals (Acts 23:7-9).  Unbelief in the resurrection is the mark of an unsaved philosopher (Acts 17:17-18).

v.24) This is from Deut. 25:5.

vv.25-28) What seemed to be a very difficult and involved question to these men was turned into absolute foolishness by Jesus Christ (1 Cor. 1:25-29).  The answer is simple.  The men that asked were dishonest skeptics.  Such people will never receive more revelation from God (Rom. 1:21; Eph. 4:18).

v.29) The basic, fundamental problem with these men and with most men today is that they have no knowledge of what God says!  Getting counsel from the Bible can solve most problems in life.

v.30) Some people use this verse to teach that angels are neuter beings (neither male nor female).  That is not true.  Every angel in the Bible is MALE.  That is why they do not marry or give in marriage.  

v.31) “…have ye not read…”  Another reminder from Jesus Christ to these men about their lack of Bible reading and Bible study.

v.32) Exod. 3:6 – The dead saints will be resurrected (Dan. 12:1-2), hence, “the living.”

v.33) When people finally hear true, sound doctrine it is a great shock to them because they have heard so many heresies for so long.

v.35) If you read the account of this story in Mark 12:28-34, then it appears that this man is a good and honest man.  However, in Matthew the Bible says that he was “tempting” Christ.  He might have been asking an honest question, but in his heart there were two motives, finding out the answer AND testing Christ.        

vv.36-40) Deut. 6:4-5 – It is true that if a man keeps both of these commandments, then he has fulfilled in keeping ALL the commandments (Rom. 13:8-10).  The main problem today is that most people believe that keeping the second of these commandments will give you eternal life.  Gandhi, Mother Teresa, and others lived and died believing that salvation came through treating human beings well.  They will burn for all eternity.  

*Men do not take the First Commandment very seriously.  But if you break the First and Greatest Commandment (and every man breaks it often), then you are the first and greatest sinner!

NOTE: Compare the different treatment in the OT for a Jewish neighbor and a non-Jewish neighbor (Lev. 19:18 and 1 Sam. 15:1-3).

*For some reason, there are two groups of people (Catholics and Communists) that believe you gain eternal life by treating your neighbor well, and those two groups of people are responsible for murdering more people in the last 2,000 years than any 10 groups combined.  

v.40) Luke 16:16

vv.41-42) They were always asking Christ, “What thinkest thou?”  So in this verse he returns the favor.  

v.43) Mark 12:36 defines the word “spirit.”  These last few verses of the chapter mention all the persons of the Trinity.

v.44-45) Ps. 110:1 – The Jewish/Oriental culture involves great respect for their ancestors and they would never refer to a son as “lord.”  Why would David call his son (Christ Jesus), “my Lord?”  Because David’s Son is God Almighty in the flesh.  That is what they would not believe and that is what the Jehovah’s Witness STILL denies.     

v.46) Notice that “every mouth is stopped” once again.  This is a picture of the future judgment.  An honest man will get much further with God than a dishonest man will.

Chapter 23

*This chapter along with Jeremiah 23 are two of the hardest chapters in the Bible for modern, soft, milky “Christians.”

v.2) Moses sat as a judge of the nation.

v.3) The Pharisees were like so many preachers and religious leaders.  They were hypocrites that said one thing, but did another thing (Rom. 2:19-24).

v.4) There are many “man-made” standards of behaviour developed in every period of the church age.  We must weigh everything by the standard of the scriptures.  Many modern Pharisees today say that a divorced person can never remarry until their living spouse dies.  They say that a divorced man cannot be a pastor.  There are many other things that are taught as scripture, but are not found in the Bible.

v.5) “Phylacteries” were small boxes (about the size of a matchbox) with scripture in them.  It was taped or banded around the arm or the forehead.  They were taking an OT passage literally that was not literal (Ex. 13:9; Deut. 6:6-9).  And they were making these boxes very big so that everyone could see the box and know how “spiritual” they were. 

*The “border of the garment” was a ribbon of blue that was sewed around the bottom of the men’s skirts to remind them of heavenly, spiritual things when they looked down.  They would make this border very, large for the same purpose as above (Num. 15:37-41).

v.6) This is similar to the way modern church “leaders” love to sit at the front of the congregation so that everyone can see them.  

*They also liked LONG robes (Luke 20:46-47).

vv.7-10) There are three forbidden titles in the passage:

Rabbi=Jewish                       Father=Catholic                         Master=Mister

*There is nothing wrong with showing respect to someone by saying “Mister,” but there is something wrong with a man heaping “praise and (sometimes) worship” on an earthly religious leader.  This is the point.  The Catholics say, “Well, you call your earthly father, ‘Father.’”  That is NOT the point.  The context of Christ’s discussion in the passage is “religious leaders.”  And the Catholic is trying to compare “apples with oranges,” in order to divert from the subject.  This is done because they directly disobey this command with their tradition (Col. 2:8).  Jesus Christ said NOT to call religious leaders by these names.       

*The title “Father” is reserved only for God the Father.  The title “Holy Father” is taken by the Pope, but this is exactly what Jesus called His Father (John 17:11).  This practice goes back to 1400 BC (Judges 17:9-13).  

*The title “Reverend” is a NAME of God (Ps. 111:9) that is stolen from Him to praise men.  NEVER allow men to call you these titles.  You have a name.  They can call you by your name.  Anything more is stealing praise from God.  To be great in the sight of God, deny the praise of men and lower yourself to a servant (v.11).

v.12) This is a Bible principle that is true anytime, any place, in any dispensation.

v.13) Jesus Christ went straight to the point and did not talk about people behind their back.  If they were wicked and had a problem, then He faced them with the problem.  He said, “You people are not going to heaven, AND you are stopping other people from going to heaven!”

v.14) Another description of the Roman priests.  They take money from widows for “masses” to be said for their dead relatives.  The “damned of the damned” are religious leaders that destroy the souls of other people (Popes and priests, Jehovah’s Witnesses, etc.).  

v.15) Three verses in a row Christ calls them, “Hypocrites!”  The Lord did not speak like 99% of modern preachers.  He was very rough in speech.  He spoke with authority and not as the scribes, AND not as the modern preacher that is about 50% female!!!  The lack of authoritative speech comes from doubt and fear, which is based on NOT knowing the word of God (Matt. 22:29).

v.16-17) The false religious leaders is most concerned with the INCOME of the temple, not with the actual worship of God (1 Tim. 6:10). 

v.18-21) The “gift upon the altar” is a meat sacrifice that can be eaten and WAS eaten by the OT priests of Levi (1 Sam. 2:12-17).  These men have a god that is their “belly” (Phil. 3:19).  This is why they love the gold and the sacrifice more than the temple and the altar.  The temple and altar represent love and worship of God.  The gold and the gift represent selfishness, greed, and covetousness.  Any religious leader that is in the ministry for the purpose of his financial “livelihood” is a belly-worshipping idolater.  Unfortunately, almost ALL religious leaders are not in the ministry because they love GOD or because God called them, but because of what the ministry provides for THEM.    

vv.22) Matt. 5:34-35

v.23) These are spices.  They were only bringing tithes of spices and not of oxen and animals and expensive things (Lev. 27:30-32; II Chron. 31:6-7).  But they left the most important things Undone (Prov. 21:3; 2 Sam. 15:22).

v.24) This is sarcasm.  A man cannot swallow a camel, but they got the point.  The modern versions defend these hypocrites by saying, “…strain OUT a gnat…”  But it is not like someone putting powder or liquid through a strainer and getting an insect out of the powder or liquid.  This is a man straining to kill or chase a small insect and missing a huge thing like a camel.  That is what they did in their doctrine and in their walk with God.

vv.25-28) The verses are clear.  Men love to clean up the outside, which can be seen by men, but they leave their hearts dirty and God is sickened.  People spend so much time preparing for church by putting on clothes and bathing, but they do not wash their hearts in preparation with prayer and Bible reading.

vv.29-31) The principle here is that great men of God are usually hated while they are alive, but when they die they are admired.  These men were making heroes out of Moses, Abraham, and the OT prophets, but Christ told them that they would have killed the very same prophets had they lived during the OT.  

*The same is true of preachers that have lived during the church age.  The modern Lutherans would hate Martin Luther.  Modern Methodists would hate Wesley.  Modern Baptists would hate Spurgeon.  However, each denomination greatly admires these men.  If the same men lived today, then they would be constantly fighting with the hypocritical apostates in each denomination.

v.32) Christ is saying, “Continue to kill God’s prophets like your fathers did,” and then God will pour out judgment on you.  (See v.31)  This term to “fill up” is usually connected in the Bible to men doing something bad filling a glass with sin.  It is like an hourglass that gets full in the bottom and you turn it upside down.  God turned things upside down on these men (Gen. 15:16; Rom. 11:25; 1 Thess. 2:16) when they killed Jesus Christ.  Within 40 years God sent Titus to destroy Jerusalem and turn it upside down.  Not one stone was left on top of another.

v.33) This is not very “NICE” speech.  Have you noticed that the word “nice” does not even appear in the King James Bible?

v.34) Here Jesus Christ claims to be Jehovah of the OT, the One that sent to Israel the Prophets (Isaiah, Jeremiah, etc.).  Zech. 12:1-10.

v.35) This time period (from Abel to Zacharias) covers the entire OT.  Abel died in Genesis and Zacharias died in 2 Chron. 24:20-21.  Remember: The Jewish OT starts at Genesis and ends with 2 Chronicles.  The Catholics say that the OT ends with II Maccabees.  However, Jesus Christ gave the canon as (Lk. 24:44) “the law, the prophets, and the writings.”  NO APOCRYPHA!

vv.35-36) These two verses show that the people that killed Jesus Christ were somehow responsible for killing all people that were ever murdered.  AND it shows that Cain’s religion (self-righteousness) was Catholic in nature.  Therefore, the RCC claims to be the first church, but it is the wrong church.

v.37) Luke 19:41 - This verse shows that John Calvin was mad when he said that God’s will cannot be overthrown by men (Irresistible Grace).  Jesus Christ said that He would have gathered the Jews to Himself, but the Jews were not willing to submit (…ye would not!).  In other words, man’s will can overthrow the will of God (2 Pet. 3:9).                

v.38) Ps. 118:26 – This is the destruction of Jerusalem in 70 AD.

v.39) The Advent will come after the destruction in 70 AD.

