Chapter 24

*In this chapter, the Jewish designation, “Son of man” is used for Jesus Christ.

v.1) In Mark 13:1-3, the Bible says that one disciple asked Christ about the buildings and said, “Master.”  Judas Iscariot always called Jesus, “Master” (Matt. 26:25).  The Bible never records Judas calling Christ, “Lord” (John 13:13).  Therefore, we can assume that this disciple was Judas and the Bible says that four apostles (Peter, James, John, and Andrew) asked Christ “privately” about these events.  

v.2) The Romans thought that the Jews had buried gold in the foundations of all their buildings, so when Rome destroyed Jerusalem they dug up the foundation of every building.  That is how this prophecy was fulfilled.

v.3) Mark 13:3-4; Acts 1:11; Zech. 14:4

*Some commentators make the mistake of trying to outline the chapter according to these three questions, but it does not work.  The events in this chapter go all the way up to the Second Advent.

v.5) Some commentators falsely teach that all the events in this chapter took place before the destruction of Jerusalem by Titus in 70 AD.  This wrong interpretation is one of the foundations for post-millennialism and amillennialism.    

*Notice the frequent usage of the word “many” (vv.5,10,11,12).  In the age in which we live there is a MAJORITY that is against God and totally wrong.  We are to stand against the spirit of this age, even though we are a small minority (like Noah and his sons).

v.6) In Herod’s time, the cost per casualty of war was about $1.00 each.  In World War II, the cost per casualty was $15,000 each.  In the Vietnam War, the cost per casualty was $1,000,000 each!!!  Even with the amazing cost of war in the present day, there have been more wars in the 20th Century than any other time in human history.  This verse is being fulfilled in our lifetime.  The United Nations (originally the League of Nations) promised to do away with war (but without Jesus Christ - Ps. 85.10; James 3:18; Rom. 14:17).  Since the founding of the United Nations there have been more than EIGHTY wars!!!

The Second Advent…

1. is referred to more than any other event in the Bible with more than 500 references.  There are only 48 references to the First Coming of Christ.

2. is bound together with every fundamental Bible doctrine.  This makes proper Bible teaching impossible without a proper view of the 2nd Advent.

3. must be true or there is no meaning to the Lord’s Supper (1 Cor. 11:26).

4. must be true or redemption is incomplete.

5. must be true or the covenants with Israel are invalid.

6. must be true or there will never be everlasting righteousness and peace.

7. must be true or the scripture is broken.

 v.7) All these things are increasing more and more in the present age.

v.8) It does not say that these “signs” (see v.3) are the beginning of the tribulation, but the “beginning of sorrows.”  Just because we are seeing signs of the Second Advent and of the Tribulation on the horizon does not mean that we are living during the Tribulation.

v.9) John 16:2 – The terrible persecutions that the Jews have endured for the last 2,000 years cannot be compared to how much worse things will be for them when the Antichrist afflicts them.

v.10) Matt. 11:6

v.11) Matt. 7:15 – The verse describes ALL modern Charismatics that claim to be apostles and prophets, along with the Watchtower and many other false prophets.  (For “False Prophets” see:  Deut. 13; Jer. 23:25-32; Ezek. 13; Ezek. 22:26-28; Hos. 4:18; Zech. 13:2-4).  

v.12) In the last days, there is more talk about love and less genuine love than any other time in human history (2 Tim. 3:1-5).  What is generally accepted as love and called “love” today is just lust and sex.  No true love is involved.  True love is love for God and involves great sacrifice (Eph. 5:25).

v.13) The “end” in this verse is the end of the TRIBULATION.  Many preachers that are ignorant of the word of God use this verse to teach that salvation is for the person that lives a good life all the way until their death without backsliding.  This would mean that the “end” in the verse is referring to the end of an individual’s life.  No such thing is being discussed in the surrounding verses or the entire chapter.  This false interpretation comes from the mistaken commentators that teach chapter 24 took place in the past (before 70 AD).    

*If you have any doubts about what “the end” is referring to, then read v.14.  The Bible gives the definition of the phrase clearly.  

v.14) Notice that the “gospel of the kingdom” will be preached again in the tribulation in the future.  This gospel is the one that announces the coming of the King of Kings.  Jesus Christ and John the Baptist preached the gospel of the kingdom to prepare for the coming King, but the King was rejected (Matt. 4:23; 9:35).  

*Notice that this is NOT the “gospel of the grace of God” that is preached by the Apostle Paul in the church age (Acts 20:24).  Paul called it “my gospel” (Rom. 2:16).  It was revealed to him directly from Jesus Christ (Gal. 1:11-12).  

*Signs are involved during the tribulation (vv.3,30) because it is very Jewish (Jer. 30:7). However, the Gentiles will hear “the everlasting gospel” (Rev. 14:6-7) during the tribulation and they will be able to “read” the signs, even though the signs are not for them.

v.15) Daniel 9:27; 11:31; 12:11 – The “holy place” is the place in the Temple called the “Holy of Holies.”  This is where the very presence of God rested.  The antichrist will take this place and claim to be the Jewish Messiah and God manifest in the flesh (Isaiah 14:12-15; Ezek. 28:11-17).  This means that the Jewish Temple must be rebuilt some time soon.  Today, a Muslim mosque sits on the site of the temple.  It must be torn down.  

v.16) For the Jew that knows the word of God, his signal to flee Jerusalem and go to the mountains is found in verse 15.  Judea = Israel.  The “mountains” in the verse refer to the rock city in the wilderness, Selah Petra.

vv.17-18) When the antichrist takes this place in the Temple and commits the highest blasphemy, the Jew must act quickly to flee.  There will be NO time to spare.

v.19) Luke 23:28-31 - This is the ONLY place in the Bible that warns a person not to have children, and it is in reference to fleeing Jerusalem quickly.  Also, this is the greatest time of suffering on the earth and no one wants to see his or her children suffer.  

*Jeremiah was the picture of this tribulation saint.  He had no wife, no children, and he lived right at the time when Nebuchadnezzar (a picture of the antichrist) invaded Jerusalem and took Jews captive (Lament. 4:4,10; 5:1-3,13).

v.20) This could be a reference to “airline flights” because the airports in Jerusalem are always closed on the Sabbath and sometimes are closed in the winter for snow (See also Rev. 12:14-in this passage the woman is Israel and she is given two great wings of an eagle, like an airplane).  However, a journey that is with speed due to a rush is called “a flight.”

v.21) The last three and one-half years of the seven-year period are known as “the great tribulation.”  Of course, the first half of this period is also very bad, but the last half of the tribulation (see v.29) is like “hell on earth.”            

*This is different than the trials and tribulations that Christians endure during this life.  Paul and Christ made several references to this type of tribulation (John 16:33; 1 Tim. 1:16).

v.22) The “elect” in the verse is Israel (Is. 45:4; 65:22; Rom. 11:26-28).  Calvinism teaches that “the elect” always refers to Christians.  This is a big mistake.  There are NO Christians in the tribulation.  All the Christians were in the Body of Christ and were taken out at the Rapture BEFORE the tribulation began.  

*The “days being shortened” could refer to the sun not shining for a normal number of hours each day (this would be a “reverse” of the sun standing still for Joshua-Joshua 10:12-13).  This could allow Israel to hide more effectively from the antichrist’s army that will hunt them.  The phrase could refer to the entire period of seven years being shortened by some months (Job 21:19-21).

vv.23-24) The false Christs will have the “signs” like Satan (2 Corinth. 11:13-14; 2 Thess. 2:9-11).  

v.25) Christ had told them in verse 11.

v.26) The best thing to do is stay put in the hiding place (v.16).

v.27) The Second Advent is seen by “every eye,” like lightning (Rev. 1:7).  It is a public event.  But the Rapture is a secret, mysterious event that is only known by the church (1 Corinth. 15:51-54).

v.28) This is a reference to the end of the tribulation, the Battle of Armageddon.  It will be massive death (Rev. 19:17-21).

v.29) Joel 3:14-15

*The “stars” could be another reference to angels (Heb. 1:7; Rev. 1:20; 6:12-13; 9:1).

v.30) “Son of man” is the Jewish title that we have seen earlier in the book of Matthew.  This “sign of the Son of man” could be the shape of a man’s hand (1 Kings 18:44).  REMEMBER: Almost everything that happened in the OT is somehow repeated in the future.  In the time of Elijah (James 5:17), there was 3½ years with no rain.  This will be repeated in the tribulation.  At the end of the 3½ years during Elijah’s time, they saw a cloud shaped like a man’s hand bringing rain.  This COULD be “the sign of the Son of man.”  This hand could write something in the sky (Daniel 5:17,24) or it could bring rain to end the drought in the tribulation.

*There are “windows in heaven” (2 Kings 7:19) and there is a “door in heaven” (Rev. 4:1).  It appears that Christ will look through the window one day BEFORE He actually returns (Song of Sol. 2:9).  THIS could be connected to this sign.

v.31) The “four winds” refers to the North, South, East, and West.  The “elect” is Israel again.  The trumpets were blown in the fall for the Feast of Tabernacles (Isaiah 27:13; Rev. 21:3).  This is the worldwide regathering of Israel, even of the dead ones (see Ezek. 37:1-11).  The Second Advent will be in September at the Feast of Tabernacles.

v.32) The fig tree is Israel in scripture (Hosea 9:10; Amos 8:2).  The fig tree buds in the spring (April-May) and blooms in the summer (June-Aug.) – Luke 13:6-9.

v.33) Song of Sol. 2:9-13 – Notice that Solomon spoke of the Rapture (“Arise, my love, my fair one, and come away.”) in the same context as the fig tree bearing fruit.  The fig tree is Israel and it started to come back to life in the late 1940’s.  That means that the Rapture is “at the doors.”  It is very near.

v.34) The “generation” that Christ was addressing did not see the Second Advent or the Kingdom.  They sinned against “innocent blood” (Matt. 23:35-36).  The generation that sees the Second Advent will be the right generation.  The longest time period in the Bible for a generation is 70-80 years (see Psalm 90:10).  Therefore, we cannot be more than 20-30 years from the Rapture, if you count from about 1948 when Israel (the fig tree) became a nation again.  There are many variables to be considered that cannot be addressed here.              

v.35) The only THING that you can touch on earth that will last FOREVER is the Bible.  Notice that God emphasizes the “words,” not the principles, not the fundamentals, not the ideas or the message.  “Every word of God is pure.” – Proverbs 30:5

v.36) The Watchtower uses this verse to support their heresy that Jesus Christ was not Jehovah.  This teaching is faulty.  The only reason that Jesus did not know this information is because He voluntarily limited Himself in SOME ways with a human body.  He is in glory now and He knows this day and hour now.  But as a human being, He did not know this information.  However, if He had chosen to exercise His divinity, then He would have known this information.  This was not necessary.  

v.37) The companion passage is Luke 17:26-37.  You can know that “the day” is getting close because of some signs.  

v.38) God was totally ignored and forsaken.  Evil was everywhere and it was normal to be vile (Gen. 6:5-7).  

v.39) Noah was taken out and the wicked were left.  This is very much like the Rapture.  However, the truest picture of the Rapture is Enoch.  He was taken well before things got real bad.  Noah was taken on the very day that judgment was poured out.  Therefore, Noah is more like a tribulation saint that goes up in the mid-tribulation rapture (Psalm 50:1-5).  The comparison of Lot relates more to the end of the tribulation when fire destroys God’s enemies (Armageddon).

vv.40-41) This is the tribulation saint Rapture discussed under chapter 5:6-8 (pgs. 11-12).

v.42) This is the Second Advent, but the application can be made to the Rapture.

v.43) The Forth Watch is the last 500 years of the Church Age.  In this passage, Christ is the thief.  He takes the most valuable thing in the house (the church or the tribulation saints) – Matt. 13:28-30; Mk. 13:32-39.  During the present age, the devil is the god of this world or “the goodman of the house” and he is trying to guard his property (2 Cor. 4:4)

v.44) The “Son of man” is coming for Jewish tribulation saints.  The “Son of God” is coming for the Church Age saints in the Rapture.  Matthew is giving tribulation doctrine.  But do not let the doctrine mess up your devotional application and devotional preaching.  You can “preach” this passage as the Rapture to warn Christians about being ready for it, as well as preaching to lost people about getting saved or being left behind. 

*Preaching stirs a man up to do something and be zealous.

*Teaching grounds a man so that he can KNOW something and be stable and consistent.

v.45) Luke 12:42-46 is the companion passage.  This passage is one reason that Methodists, Catholics, Pentecostals, and most “professing” Christians believe that you can lose your salvation. 

*The key to the passage is the phrase, “his lord.”  Notice that this CANNOT be the church age because the man’s salvation is based on his WORKS.  This is why he is “the lord’s servant.”  If a man knows NT doctrine, then he knows that NT salvation is separate from his works (Rom. 4:5; Titus 3:5; Eph. 2:8-9).  But the man in this passage was God’s servant and then he loses his salvation and goes to hell (v.51; Ezekiel 3:17-21).

vv.46-47) The way for a Jew to keep his salvation during the tribulation or even in the OT is to continue his good works (Ezek. 3:17-21).     

v.48) This is an “evil” servant (Matt. 25:30), BUT he is the “Lord’s servant!”  This is Jewish.  This is connected to the Second Advent.  NT Christians are not servants but “friends, sons, and heirs.” (John 15:15; Gal. 4:7).

vv.49-50) See verses 40-42. 

v.51) The man that was God’s servant went to hell because he turned from his righteousness (vv.48-49; Ezek. 33:7-10).  He LOST his righteousness.

*In Chapter 25, salvation can be lost because it is by works (vv.30-40).  Salvation being a free gift by faith without works goes hand-in-hand with Eternal Security.  It is impossible to have one doctrine without the other doctrine.

Chapter 25

*The eleventh parable on the Kingdom of Heaven.

v.1) The Church will marry Jesus Christ and be His bride.  These virgins represent Israel and they do not marry Christ.  They only go out to “meet” the bridegroom.  

v.2) These virgins are 10 in number.  They cannot be the Church, the Bride of Christ, because the Church is called ONE CHASTE VIRGIN (Song of Sol. 6:9-10; 2 Corinth. 11:2; Eph. 5:23-25).

*The passage never says that these virgins are female, though it seems that they are female.  However, if they are not female, then these virgins could be connected to the 144,000 in the tribulation (Rev. 14:3-4) that are all male virgins.

v.3) Normally in the Bible, “OIL” is a picture of the Holy Ghost.  But in this parable it would be very difficult to make this type fit the story and the doctrine.

vv.4-6) Notice again that they are coming out to “meet” the bridegroom.  The wedding is just about to take place (see v.10).  

*”MIDNIGHT” - The Jewish night is divided into four watches as discussed in the notes on Matt. 14:25, but there is also another division of the night in the OT.  See Judges 7:19.  Judges says that Gideon came “at the beginning of the middle watch.”  A “middle watch” would indicate that the night is also divided into three periods in the OT:

1. 18:00-22:00

2. 22:00-02:00 (This would be the middle or midnight watch).

3. 02:00-6:00

*The tribulation is probably divided into three periods also.  And there is a rapture in the middle of the tribulation (Middle Watch or Midnight).  These virgins going out to “meet” the bridegroom are probably a picture of the mid-tribulation rapture.

vv.7-9) Again, OIL is usually a picture of the Holy Spirit in scripture, and if that is true in this passage, then some of these virgins had the Holy Spirit and lost Him.  This is possible in the tribulation when people can lose salvation.  The problem is that these virgins are told to go and “buy” the oil.  This brings up the problem that Simon Peter rebuked a man in the book of Acts for trying to “buy” the gift of the Holy Spirit (Acts 8:18-21).  This is why it would be difficult to say that the oil is the Holy Spirit here.  However, if the oil is the Holy Spirit, then perhaps the money or buying is a picture of doing good works.   When the Rapture takes place in the middle of the tribulation it is too late to go do good works.  There is not enough time. (see v.10).  

v.10) This is a “split-Rapture” in which only the people that are ready and watching for Christ to come will be taken (v.13; Heb. 9:28).  The NT Church, the Bride of Christ, CANNOT have a split-Rapture because the Bride of Christ is ONE (Song of Sol. 6:9-10).  She cannot be divided.  

*Again, in the Millennium, some people will not see the Lord because they refuse to go look at Him (Is. 26:1-10; Zech. 14:16-18; Matt. 5:8; Heb. 12:14).

vv.11-12) NOTICE that the Lord did NOT say, “I never knew you.”  (Matt. 7:23)  These people LOST their salvation, but a NT Christian cannot lose his salvation.  

v.13) The mid-tribulation (saint) Rapture.

v.14) This is the 12th parable.  Twelve is the number of Israel.  

*It is very interesting that Matthew uses the Jewish measure of “talents.”  Matthew says, “the kingdom of heaven.”  The Kingdom of Heaven (Millennium is Jewish).  But when the same parable is recorded by Luke (Lk. 19:11-27), Luke uses the Gentile (English) measure of “pounds.”  Luke’s account mentions “the Kingdom of God” which mainly deals with the Gentile.  All these things come together and make more and more sense as you go through the Bible.  

*This parable does make excellent, devotional preaching material for the Church Age.

v.15) DEVOTIONALLY: God will hold you responsible for what YOU can do and for what He has given YOU.  The entertainment industry has taught us that “talent” is the ability to sing, or be a movie actor, or it is beauty.  That is a LIE.  “Talents” are the responsibilities and abilities (even gifts) that God has given you.              

vv.16-17) Many times God uses the things that you went through BEFORE your salvation for His glory AFTER your salvation.

Example:  C.I. Scofield was a trial lawyer before his salvation.  His training to prepare arguments for court made him an excellent one to prepare and deliver sermons after his salvation.  In sermon preparation you must compile material and evidence to support your position.  

v.18) This man did nothing with the abilities and responsibilities that God gave him.  He was negligent, lazy, and unconcerned that one day he would stand before his lord.

v.19) This is the “Day of Reckoning” which is a time to be judged.  

vv.20-21) This man receives an inheritance in the Millennium.  “The joy of thy lord” speaks of the Millennium when Christ rejoices (Ps. 19:4-5).    

vv.22-23) The man with few talents will receive great rewards if he is faithful in the little that he received (Lk. 12:48).

vv.24-27) The lord judges this man by the words of his own mouth (Lk. 19:22; Matt. 12:37).  If this man knew that his lord was this type of man, then why did he not do something different with his talent?  It is because he did not properly fear his lord and he did not live his life with a vision of the future judgment (Deut. 32:29; Job 28:28; Heb. 10:26-27).  

vv.28-29) God gives more to those that are faithful and takes more from the unfaithful.  God is not a communistic, sharing God.  He does not try to divide things “equally” among people.  He will reward the ones that serve Him and He will deny the ones that deny Him (2 Tim. 2:12).

v.30) This is the second of three cases in the chapter when someone loses their salvation (vv.11-12 and vv.45-46).  This man was the lord’s servant in v.26, but he was a wicked, slothful servant.

v.31) This is an earthly, Davidic throne at the Second Advent (Millennium).  For the “throne of glory,” see Jer. 14:21; Ps. 102:16; Matt. 19:28.

 v.32) The ONLY way to properly understand this passage is to notice that Christ gathers “all nations.”  THIS IS THE JUDGMENT OF THE NATIONS, not the judgment that determines lost and saved individuals in the Church Age.  God does not decide if you are saved or lost.  God tells you HOW to be saved, and then YOU make the decision to receive what He says or reject it.  Therefore, YOU decide during this life if you will be saved or lost.  You do not WAIT until the future to determine if you are saved or lost.     

*This “Judgment of the Nations” takes place immediately after the Battle of Armageddon and the Second Advent.  The location is in the Valley of Jehoshephat (Joel 3:11-14).  It might be that the “heads” of the nations will be the ones judged, like the representatives of the U.N.

v.33) There are three classes at this judgment: 

1. The “sheep” are the nations saved by works, and mainly by helping the Jews through the terrible tribulation (vv.36-40).     

2. The “goats” are the nations that persecuted the Jews with the help of the antichrist in the tribulation and refused to assist them (vv. 41-46).

3. “My brethren” refers to Christ’s Jewish countrymen (v.40; Matt. 28:9-10; James 1:1-2; James 3:10; 5:9,19).  The salvation or damnation of the above nations is determined by how they dealt with the Jews during the tribulation.

v.34) The “sheep” nations will have an inheritance in the Millennial.  It is obviously an earthly kingdom (notice the phrase; “foundation of the world”).

vv.35-39) These verses are the foundation for many “do-gooders” that are trying to work their way to heaven by feeding poor people, being involved in “AIDS Awareness Groups, and such like.  The doctrinal application of the verses is that during the tribulation there will be many Jewish people that refuse the mark of the antichrist and they cannot buy and sell (Rev. 13:17).  How will these Jews survive if they cannot buy and sell?  Someone will assist them (the “sheep” of this passage).

v.40) Because Jesus Christ is King of the Jews, a sin against a tribulation Jew is a sin against Christ Himself.  

v.41) This is the TERRIBLE TEXT.  These are the worst words a man can ever hear.  “Get out.  Stay out.  You are cursed.  Go burn forever with the devil!”  God Almighty Himself will say the most terrible words ever said in the universe.  The wise man is the one that reconciles with the God that is a consuming fire (Heb. 12:29).    

*Notice that hell was not made for man.  A man has no business going there.  A man does NOT have to go there.  Therefore, a man is a genuine fool if he goes there.

U.S. President Calvin Coolidge said when asked about Hell, “You don’t have to go there.”  This was a very profound statement.  

vv.42-45) There is a similarity between a lost man in the Church Age and the “goat nations” at this judgment. Notice the words, “…ye did it not…”  It is not a sin that is “committed” that damns a man.  It is a sin of “omitting” something.  In other words, a man does not go to hell because of something he has DONE.  A man goes to hell for something that he has left UNDONE! (John 3:18; 3:36)

v.46) This verse makes it clear that “everlasting” is just as long as “eternal.”  The Watchtower says that the punishment is not forever (Dan. 12:2; Rev. 14:11).           

*One of the things that cause a man to be an “atheist” and say that he does not believe in God is that he sees TERRIBLE things happen on this earth.  Those things are just a foretaste of how bad things will get in eternity for the lost.  Therefore, the Bible calls the man that does not believe in God a “fool.” (Psalm 14:1)  The wise man realizes how awful things in this life can be and then he runs to Jesus Christ for safety in eternity.  The fear of God is the beginning of wisdom (Matt. 10:28).

Chapter 26

vv.1-2) This is Tuesday evening before 18:00 hrs.  The Passover took place on Wednesday and Christ was the Passover Lamb.  The King James Version has added the italicized words “the feast of” and this is very accurate.  It was TWO DAYS before Thursday.  The Passover was just one day, Wednesday.  However, the Feast of the Passover started on Thursday.  The KJV is right again, as always.  It would not be correct to say that Tuesday was two days before the Passover (on Wednesday).

vv.3-4) Jesus Christ knew that they were planning to kill Him.  When He mentioned to them that He knew this they wanted to deny it (John 8:37-40), but these verse fulfill His prophecies.  

v.5) Religious leaders always fear “the people.”   

v.6) This is not in chronological order.  This is before the Triumphal Entry of John 12:1-12.  

*This leper is probably the “one” that returned to give thanks (Luke 17:11-19).

v.7) This box of perfume was so expensive that the cost was almost equal to an entire year of wages.  The decision to spend this much on the Lord was not a fast, “spur of the moment” decision.  This was a planned, well-thought out decision.  Very, few people could spend this much money without a great deal of planning.  

v.8) John 12:4-6 says that only ONE of the disciples, Judas Iscariot, made this complaint.  Therefore, the other disciples probably joined in the complaining because they were infected by Judas’ bad influence (1 Cor. 15:33).

v.9) This story teaches us FIVE great truths:

1. An act of devotion for God is greater than an act of devotion for man.  Christ considered Himself more important than the poor.  He had no “false” humility whereby men “pretend” to put themselves down and exalt someone else.  He KNEW that He was the most important person that ever lived.

2. Jesus accepted worship.  This teaches us again that He was Jehovah.

3. Real devotion cannot be hidden.  And it involves great sacrifice.

4. Real devotion draws criticism from religious formalists.

5. You must do what you can while you have time (see v.12; 2 Cor. 8:12).

vv.10-11) Notice in the story that Judas Iscariot seems to be the one concerned with “giving to the poor.”  Jesus Christ was not concerned with giving to the poor at all.  Jesus was only concerned about God (Himself) receiving glory and worship.  John 12:6 tells us plainly that Judas was not at all concerned for “the poor.”  Like men today, Judas wanted the perfume sold because he “had the bag.”  He controlled the money.  He was the treasurer and he had an opportunity to embezzle if this large amount of money came into the treasury.  

*This teaches us an important lesson:  Many people that claim to be concerned with projects to aid “the poor,” do so, in order to take something for themselves.  The Bible is always several hundred years ahead of the human understanding of man.  If people studied the Bible, then they would learn the motive behind so many “humanitarian projects” that do not bring glory to God.  The same projects do not actually aid “the poor.”  The said projects are for the purpose of the “in-charge” people making money.       

v.12) This was the last opportunity for Jesus’ body to be anointed for burial.  If Mary had not done this deed right away, then it would never have been done.  Do what you can while you have opportunity!                      

v.13) The “gospel” in this verse obviously refers to the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus Christ (see v.12).  As a preacher of the gospel, you should tell this story from time to time because of what Christ said here.  Mark 14:8 says, “She hath done what she could…”  Very few people have ever done ALL that they could do for Jesus Christ, but this woman did all that she could do for Him.  

*People tried to come later and anoint Jesus’ body (Mark 16:1), but it was too late.  This “Mary” (there are several “Mary’s” in the NT Gospels) knew something about Jesus that the other disciples did not understand (John 20:9).

vv.14-16) This was prophesied in Zech. 11:12-13.  Judas is called “on of the twelve,” but if you add Jesus Christ to this number then Judas becomes number 13.  There are thirteen letters in Judas Iscariot.  Thirteen is the number of rebellion in the Bible (Rev. 13:18).

*The love of money is the root of ALL evil (1 Tim. 6:10).

v.17) The Passover was on Wednesday, but the Jewish day starts at 18:00 hours the previous day.  In other words, the Jewish Wednesday would being at 18:00 hours on Tuesday night.  See Luke 22:7.  This beginning of the Passover was Tuesday night.  

vv.18-19) They are preparing for the Passover, but the feast is a bit in the future (John 13:1,29).

v.20) This is a bit later on Tuesday night.  

vv.21-22) The ones that were sad about the betrayal said, “Lord, is it I?”  But notice that Judas said, “Master, is it I?”  The Bible never records Judas calling Jesus Christ, “Lord.”  

*John, the Beloved Apostle, did not ask, “Is it I?”  He knew that he was not the one.  He asked, “Who is it?” (John 13:24-25).

v.23) This verse was Jesus’ answer to John’s question (John 13:25-26).  But the other disciples did not hear John’s question.  John was very close to Jesus.  He was lying on Jesus’ breast.  Notice that the betrayal by Judas is in John chapter 13 and verse 26.  Twenty-six is two multiplied by 13!
v.24) This verse is another proof that Calvinism is heresy.  Judas did NOT have to betray Christ.  But if Judas had been faithful to Christ, then someone else would have betrayed Him.  God is not forcing men to do things.  But God KNOWS what each man will choose to do.

v.25) Jesus told Judas, “You said it.”

v.26) This is one of the Roman Catholic proof texts for “the Mass.”  They put this together with John 6:53-56, then they ignore John 6:57,63.  John 6:63 makes it clear that if a man could actually eat Christ’s physical body, then it would profit the man NOTHING!  In other words, there is absolutely no way that Christ was speaking literally.  It is a figure or a picture.  Jesus was giving this “eating and drinking” as an example of believing on His death and blood to pay for your sins (1 Corinth. 10:16-17).  This pagan, heathen practice of cannibalism was going on in Paul’s day and he called it the “cup of devils” (1 Corinth. 10:20-21).  The Roman Church does not seem to care that by interpreting this passage as literally eating the body and blood of Christ that they promote cannibalism!!!  

*Ironically, this proof text for “the cup of devils” is in Matt. 26:26.  Twenty-six and twenty-six is four multiplied by 13.

v.27) Notice the wording very careful.  If you are taking it totally literal, then Christ is saying to drink “the cup” itself, NOT the contents of the cup.  This is obviously not the proper interpretation of the verse.  The passage is not literal, but figurative.  Christ said to drink the cup in reference to what was IN the cup.

v.28) The Bible forbids the drinking of blood before the law, during the law, and after the law (Gen. 9:4; Lev. 17:12; Acts 15:20).  Therefore, it cannot be the literal blood of Jesus Christ in the cup because His blood was still in His body.  He had not yet shed His blood.  

*This is the first mention of the phrase “remission of sins” in the Bible.  It is always a reference to sins committed in “the past” (Rom. 3:25).  God was forgiving people for sins before the death of Christ “on credit.”  In other words, the blood sacrifices of animals  provided only temporary forgiveness, but those sacrifices could never clear the guilt and make the person “without fault” in the sight of God (Ex. 34:7; Heb. 10:11).  That is why the OT saints went to Abraham’s bosom and waited for Christ to shed His blood for “the remission of sins” that were in the past.  John the Baptist used the same phrase to refer to the sins of people living at the same time of Christ that had committed sins before Christ died (Mark 1:4 and Simon Peter said the same thing-Acts 2:38).  If they received John’s Baptism, then they would receive Christ’s payment for their sins and receive “remission of sins.”

v.29) The scripture interprets itself very well here.  It is not literal blood, but “the fruit of the vine.”  This fruit is the grape and the liquid in the cup is grape juice (Gen. 40:9-11).  This grape juice or “fruit of the vine” is in a “cluster” and is also called “new wine.”  Old wine is aged and fermented, but fresh, new grape juice is squeezed directly from the cluster.  This explains John chapter 2 and the Marriage at Cana of Galilee.  Jesus Christ did not turn the water into an alcoholic beverage to make people drunk (Hab. 2:15-16).  He turned it into grape juice, “new wine.”  

*The word “Gethsemane” means “an olive press” or the place where olives are squeezed.  That is the place where Christ’s sweat was like “great drops of blood.”

v.30) The NT Christian has a Bible and a hymnbook.  There are no rosary beads, long robes, Catholic collars, images, icons, candles, prayer books, confessionals, holy water, Catechism books, etc.  The word of God and the songs of God are all that the Bible mentions.  

v.31) This prophecy is from Zechariah 13:7 and it was fulfilled in verse 56.

v.32) Jesus Christ knew where Simon Peter would be after the resurrection and He prophesied it (Mark 16:6-7).

v.33) Simon Peter directly argued with the scriptures and did not believe that the Bible would be fulfilled in this place.  This is similar to what Peter did in Matt. 16:21-22.

vv.34-35) Simon broke this vow as all the disciples broke it, except for John the Beloved.  Simon Peter did not deny the Lord because he was afraid of dying.  In this verse, he told the truth about that and never went back on his word.  He denied the Lord because he was angry with the Lord not allowing him to fight (see vv. 51-53).

v.36) “the olive press”

v.37) This is being “heavy” in spirit.  

v.38) The death of the soul takes place in hell (Is. 53:10-12).  Your soul is a “bodily shape” and the Bible says that a man can “lose his own soul” (Mark 8:36).  The man that goes to hell loses his bodily shape and probably becomes shaped like a snake or a worm (Ps. 22:6; Mark 9:43-44).  Christ became “sin personified.”  He Himself became every wicked thing that every man has every done.  Then the wrath of God was poured out on Him because He had become SIN (2 Corinth. 5:21).

v.39) It is important to understand what this “cup” is in the passage.  The “cup” is God’s wrath (anger) on sin!  (See Psalm 75:8; Isaiah 51:17,22; Jer. 25:15-17,28).  Christ did drink this cup (John 18:10-11).  

*Some preachers and commentators mistakenly teach that the devil was trying to kill Christ in the garden before He could reach the cross and die for sin.  They believe that Jesus was asking the Father to help Him avoid death.  This cannot be the proper interpretation of the passage because Jesus Christ came for the very purpose of dying.  He was determined to die (Luke 9:51; John 18:10-11).  

*Notice that there are two wills in the verse: 1. The will of the Father, and 2. The will of the Son.  This obviously means that it was “possible” for Jesus Christ to commit a sin.  In other words, He could have exercised His own will against the will of His Father.  Jesus Christ never sinned, but the fact that He was “tempted” proves that it was “possible” for him to commit a sin (Heb. 4:15).  Some people believe that it was IMPOSSIBLE for Jesus Christ to sin, but how could something be a “temptation” for Him (Matt. 4:1), if He could not sin?

v.40) Many Christians have never spent one entire hour in prayer in their lives.  A great hymn is entitled, “Sweet Hour of Prayer.”

v.41) In this passage, we see Christ’s body (v.41), soul (v.38), and spirit (v.41).  This verse also shows the battle between the flesh and the spirit in a saved man.  Part of a saved man loves God, and part of a saved man resents and hates God.  Everything is fine until these two parts cross each other.  As Christians, we must declare “war on the flesh.”

*When you are living a life of prayer, then you will be tempted much less than when you are not praying. 

v.42) Jesus Christ had never sinned, and He was only a few hours away from becoming ALL the most wicked, vile sins that have ever been committed in human history (past, present, and future).  He did not want to “become sin.”  But notice that they prayer changed from verse 39 to verse 42.  In verse 42, Christ said, “…thy will be done.”  He conformed His will to the will of God the Father.  

vv.43-44) This prayer obviously ends the same was as verse 42 (“the same words”).  

*There is an important point that is not mentioned in the chapter that should be considered.  The OT saints were in the heart of the earth (Abraham’s bosom) and waiting for Jesus Christ to shed His blood.  If Christ had refused to take the sin of the world upon Himself, then those OT saints would have never been able to come into the presence of God.  No one else would have ever been saved either, if Christ had failed like Adam.  This was the last chance for the human race to have a way of salvation.          

v.45) Luke 22:53; John 2:4

v.46) How could He know this if He were not God?

v.47) This prophecy is in Ps. 41:9; 55:12-14.

vv.48-49) Judas Iscariot is the “son of perdition” (John 17:12; 2 Thess. 2:3) with the spirit of the antichrist.  The short-cut sign in letter writing for “hugs and kisses” is “XOXOXO.”  The “X” stands for a kiss and the “O” represents a hug.  The letter “X” is very much connected to the antichrist.  Words that end in “X” show the pattern (Rex=a King, Pox= a spot, like a mark, Hex=a curse, Ax=for cutting off heads in the tribulation, Sphinx=a half animal/half man, Six= the number of man, Styx= the river in Greek mythology that led to hell, Sex= will be involved in the “worship” of the antichrist, Fax= a copy that is almost exactly like the original, Lynx= a black cat connected to witchcraft).  It is even popular for many merchants to advertise their products in these last days as, “The best for Generation ‘X.’”  Very interesting.           

*Notice again the Judas never called Christ, “Lord.”

v.50) Zech. 13:6- These men arrested Jesus Christ even after He said the words, “I am…” and knocked them down (John 18:4-6).  Jehovah of the OT said, “I AM THAT I AM” (Ex. 3:14).  Jesus Christ said it many times in the NT and proved Himself to be Jehovah of the OT.  

v.51) John 18:10-12 reveals that Simon Peter was the “one” that cut off the man’s ear.  Luke 22:50-51 says that Christ picked the ear up off the ground and placed it back on Malchus’ head!  Benny Hinn would have a difficult time doing “the same works as Jesus” in this case.

*The Lord rebuked Simon Peter for doing this and told him to put the sword away.  Peter could not understand.  Evidently, he still thought that Jesus would set up His kingdom and take over by force.  Peter was offended by the Lord’s rebuke and went out and began to backslide from this point.

vv.52-53) The Lord could have taken over by force at this time, but the suffering comes before the crown.  The timing was not yet right.

*In John 18:11, Jesus said that he must drink “the cup,” which is the wrath of God on sin.

v.54) The scriptures are more important and sure than life and self-preservation.

v.55) Jesus Christ was crucified with two thieves.  He is called a “thief in the night” (1 Thess. 5:2; Rev. 16:15) because He comes and takes the most precious thing at the Rapture (the Church).  Then seven years later at the Second Advent He will come back and take over the “kingdoms of this world” (Rev. 11:15).  See also Phil. 2:5-6.

*The “fear of man” is obvious in these cowards by Christ’s statement about not arresting Him when He was in the temple daily.  They waited until night, when no one was around to see what they were doing.    

v.56) This prophecy is from Zech. 13:7.  See also Mark 14:50-52.

vv.57-58) Simon was following Jesus “afar off.”  This has a devotional application to a Christian that does not want to go “too far” with Jesus Christ.  This is a Christian that is not hot or cold, but just in the middle or lukewarm (Rev. 3:16).  

*Notice in John 18:15-17 that while Peter was outside John the Beloved went all the way into the palace of the high priest.  This speaks of a Christian that goes “all the way” for the Lord.  Notice also that John told the woman that Peter was one of the disciples.  That is why she asked him about it.

v.59) This prophecy is in Ps. 35:11; Ps. 109:2-3.  The word “council” is always a bad reference in the Bible.  It is always a group of religious heretics that is so far from God that they were capable of killing God’s Son.     

v.60) Mark 14:55-59 makes it clear that they found people to testify against Jesus, but the problem was that their testimonies did not “agree.”  Therefore, it was obvious to everyone that these were “false witnesses.”  It was like not having witnesses at all.

v.61) They misquoted what Christ said in John 2:19-21.  He said, “This temple…” meaning His body.  He did not say, “the temple of God.”     

vv.62-63) The high priest did not realize that he was talking to “the living God.”

v.64) “Thou hast said” is like saying, “You said it.”  In Mark 14:62, Jesus said, “I am,” just like Jehovah of the OT (Ex. 3:14).  The statement Christ made is a reference to the Second Advent.

*The confession of Jesus Christ proves that He could not just be “a good man” or “a good prophet.”  He claimed to be Jehovah God of the OT.  Therefore, He cannot be “a good man.”  The only two possibilities are: 1. He is God and spoke the truth, or 2. He was a blasphemer and deserved to be put to death.  There is no middle ground.  He cannot just be “a good man.”        

v.65) This is clearly a bigoted denial of all truth.  The arrest was illegal and cowardly.  The trial was faulty and against Jewish law (no trials at night).  There was no evidence.  There were no valid witnesses.  But the defendant was found guilty on the grounds of religious bigotry.

v.66) This verdict was decided before the arrest (see v.59).  They were looking for witnesses before the trail for the purpose of putting Him to death.

vv.67-68) This prophecy is from Isaiah 50:6.  The devil wanted Jesus Christ to quit through these beatings (Isaiah 50:7-8), but the Lord was too strong.  Jesus Christ was the only man in human history to step into a fight with the devil and defeat the devil (Col. 2:14-15).  The complete victory was won when Christ rose from the dead.  The rest of human history is just a formality to God.  God sees the future and sees the devil’s end as already accomplished (Rev. 21:10).

vv.69-70) At this point, Peter is still angry about the Lord’s rebuke and about being forced to put away the sword.  

vv.71-72) “With an oath” is like saying, “By God, I don’t know Him!!!”  It is very, bad language.  Your words should be, “Yea, yea, nay, nay.”  You should not feel that you have to add any “strong language” to your words to make them have more “weight.”

vv.73-74) They could tell by the way he talked that he was one of the disciples.  He suddenly changed his speech in an unholy rage and began to swear and curse.  Finally, they left him alone…and the cock crowed.

v.75) Simon Peter was truly repentant.  He remembered what the Lord said about denying Him three times before the cock crowed twice.  This was not the “false repentance” that Judas Iscariot had.





Chapter 27

vv.1-2) Luke 23:1-3; John 18:28-33 – This is when Christ stood before Pilate.

v.3) Notice that Judas Iscariot repented, confessed, and made restitution (he paid back the money), but it was not genuine.  It seems that he did not truly realize that Christ would be condemned and killed.  However, he did not offer to take Christ’s place as a genuinely repentant person would have done.  If you are about to cause the death of a person due to your own lies and betrayal, then you should stand up and take their place.  But Judas was not really repentant.  His guilt and fear led him to commit suicide (v.5).  He did not have a clear conscience.  

*Simon Peter’s repentance led to him getting right with God (2 Cor. 7:10).  A truly repentant person will not just be sorry for what they have done, but for what they ARE.  For example:


1. Job said, “I abhor myself and repent…” (Job 42:6).


2. Isaiah said, “I am undone…I am a man of unclean lips…” (Isaiah 6:5).


3. Simon Peter said, “Depart from me; for I am a sinful man, O Lord.” (Lk. 5:8).

v.4) The phrase, “I have sinned” was said by many men that never genuinely got right with God (Pharaoh, Achan, Balaam, Judas, Saul, Shimei, and others).

*The modern versions remove the word “the” before “innocent blood.”  Thus removing emphasis from Christ being the only, truly sinless man to ever live.  Even an innocent baby is born into sin.  The fact that it is not yet accountable and thereby “innocent” in the eyes of God does not change the fact that it was born into sin (Rom. 5:12).  Jesus Christ was “THE innocent blood.”        

v.5) This verse is what makes many people think that a person who commits suicide loses salvation and goes to hell.  But Judas was “a devil” (John 6:70-71) and he went to “his own place” (Acts 1:25).  He is not an example of what happens to a NT Christian.  A NT Christian cannot lose his salvation by committing suicide or by committing any sin (Rom. 8:38-39).  

v.6) Deut. 23:18 commanded that money from prostitution and from selling a dog should not go into the temple treasury.  They decided that it would break the law to put the money into the treasury for hiring a man to betray God’s Son to be killed.  Weren’t these men “spiritual giants?”  They are responsible for the death of Jesus Christ, but they are careful about keeping the OT law.

vv.7-8) Acts 1:17-19 - This is on the south side of Jerusalem near Gehenna, the city dump.  To understand why the field was called “the potter’s field” and “the field of blood” (Jer. 19:1) we must examine Jeremiah 19:1-15.  The valley of Hinnom was outside the city wall.  It was located south and east of the city (Jer. 19:2).  Therefore, it was near the city dump.  This is where people had worshiped idols by burning children in sacrifice to the idols.  Jeremiah 19:4-5 says that the place was “filled with the blood of innocents.”  Christ was “the innocent blood.”

vv.9-10) Notice carefully that Matthew says this was “spoken” by Jeremiah.  It is not written in the book of Jeremiah.  It was written in Zechariah 11:12-13, but Jeremiah did not write this down.  This is another case of inspired scripture that was spoken, but not placed into the canon of scripture (2 Pet. 1:21).  Everything that Jesus Christ said while He was on earth was inspired by the Holy Spirit.  But God only chose certain things to be written down in the canon of scripture.

v.11) To read the events of the crucifixion in chronological order, use the following list:


1. John 18:28     


6. John 18:39-40


2. Matt. 27:11-12


7. Matt. 27:13-21



3. Luke 23:1-2



8. Luke 23:16-25


4. John 18:29-38


9. Matt. 22:27-31


5. Luke 23:4-15           

10. John 19:1-15

vv.12-14) Isaiah 53:7; 1 Pet. 2:21-24

vv.15-17) Mark 15:6-15; Luke 23:17-25; John 18:39-40 – The name Barabbas is a two syllable word.  The first part, “Bar” is a Jewish prefix for “son of…”  For example, Simon Peter is called “Simon Bar-jona.”  This means “son of Jona.” (see John 1:42).  The second part, “Abba” is a Jewish word for “Father” (see Rom. 8:15).  Therefore, the name “Barabbas” means “son of a father.”  The two men that were offered, Jesus and Barabbas, were both “sons of a father.”  Jesus’ Father was God and Barabbas’ father was the devil (John 8:44).  The same is true for every man in the world.  Every man is a child of God or a child of the devil.  

v.18) THIS IS THE EXPLANATION FOR THE MURDER OF JESUS CHRIST!!!  ENVY!!!    This is a big problem among preachers and pastors.  Everyone wants the first place and they envy the preacher that is better in some way.  J. Frank Norris said, “To be envied, you must have more, know more, or do more.”  Jesus Christ was ahead of these men in all three areas.

v.19) Pilate should have listened to his wife in this case.  

*Notice the many references to His innocence.  In this verse, He is called “that just man.”      

v.20) Watch out for “the priests!”  They oppose the word of God and the work of God.

v.21) Can you imagine someone rejecting the perfect Son of God and receiving such a wicked man?  This is what every lost man does that will not be saved by trusting the righteousness of Jesus Christ.  Without knowing it, the lost man says, “I am just as good as Jesus Christ and I can pass the judgment of God without Him!”

v.22) For the last 2,000 years, this has been the great question: “What shall I do then with Jesus…?”

v.23) There is no sensible, rational discussion of facts.  There was no answer for, “Why, what evil hath he done?”  It is like the Jehovah’s Witness that sees the scriptures are against his position and instead of submitting to the word of God, he says, “I have my mind made up.  Do not confuse me with the facts.”

v.24) Pilate did not do the right thing, so his attempt to be clean from the blood of Jesus Christ did not work (Deut. 21:7-9).  All of history records that Pilate was the coward that would not stand up against this angry mob and condemned Jesus Christ.  

v.25) This is the worst thing that the Jews could have said.  And for 2,000 years they have suffered for saying this statement.  Adolph Hitler burned and poisoned six million Jews in the ovens of the concentration camps at Auschwitz, Treblinka, Dachau, etc.  This is a small thing compared to what the antichrist will do to them.  God has required the blood of Christ at the hands of His brethren because they agreed to put the whole nation under a curse (Deut. 28:15-68).  God prophesied many curses upon them if they rejected “the Prophet like unto” Moses (Deut. 18:15-18).  The blood they betrayed was God’s blood (Acts 20:28).  The Jews made a mistake all the way back in Exodus 19:7-8 by entering a “works” covenant with God (Jer. 16:14-18).  They should have begged for mercy.

v.26) Isaiah 53:5

vv.27-28) Luke 23:11

v.29) The crown of thorns was for the curse on creation (Gen. 3:17-19).  Jesus Christ’s atonement will one day redeem all of creation (Rom. 8:21-23).  For today, it redeems our soul and in the future it will redeem our bodies (Phil. 3:20-21).  At the Second Advent, Christ will remove the curse from the creation.  This is possible because of His blood atonement. 

v.30) Satan is right in the room (Is. 50:6-8) and Jesus Christ is telling him to “come near and take your best shot.”  Christ did not quit or back down.

v.31) Christ had a vesture, garment, and raiment, but “the robe” was not His.  It was a Roman robe that his persecutors put on him for mockery (v. 28).  

v.32) The Cyrenians were very dark people.  Simon was very much like an African in appearance and culture.  He was probably one of the leaders in the church at Antioch (Acts 13:1) with another man of Cyrene, Lucius.

v.33) Luke uses the Latin word, “Calvary” (Luke 23:33).  The word Calvary means “a bare skull.”

v.34) Mark 15:23 – The drink had wine mixed in it and Jesus had never taken wine.  The prophecy of this is in Psalm 69:21.

v.35) Ps. 22:18 - This “vesture” was the “coat” of the Lord that was “woven from the top throughout…without seam” (John 19:23-24).  It is the picture of the universe.  The soldiers ripped up His “garments” and gambled for the pieces, but they did not rip the seamless “vesture.”  This is a fulfillment of prophecy.

v.36) The soldiers were not the only ones observing these events.  There was a company of women that followed the Lord (Luke 23:27,49,55).  Even in our modern day, it seems that many more women than men are willing to follow Jesus Christ.   

v.37) THE THEME OF THE BIBLE IS A KINGDOM AND AT CALVARY THE ACCUSATION WAS THAT JESUS WAS KING.  The place was called Calvary (a skull) and the King of the universe was crowned with a crown of thorns.  The devil will receive the wound in the head later (Gen. 3:15; Rom. 16:20).

v.38) Isaiah 53:12

vv.39-40) Psalm 22:7; 109:25 – You must never approach God and question Him or His ability, saying, “If thou be the Son of God…”

vv.41-43) This is the problem with the nation of Israel.  The leaders of the nation hated and rejected Jesus Christ.  

*Jesus Christ could not save us and save Himself.  He had to make a choice.  If He saved Himself, then we would be condemned.  Instead, He allowed Himself to be condemned for us to be saved.  

*Notice that they wanted to SEE something that would make them believe.  But faith is believing without seeing (Heb. 11:1).    

v.44) Luke gives an account of what they said (Luke 23:39-43).

v.45) Amos 8:9-10 - If Jesus Christ was simply a great man and not God manifest in the flesh, then why was the whole earth dark from noon to 15:00 hours?  

*This is when there was a schism (division) in the Godhead for a space of hours.  This is when God the Father turned His back on Jesus Christ because the sin of the world was placed on Christ.  God’s eyes are too pure to look upon sin (Hab. 1:13).

v.46) Psalm 22:1 – Jesus Christ always address God as His “Father.”  The reason He said, “My God” in this verse is because He was crying out like a lost man in hell.  This was due to the fact that the sin of the world was placed on Him at this point and He was suffering like the Passover Lamb that was cooked without one drop of water.     

v.47) They knew that Elijah would come before the “day of the Lord” (Mal. 4:5).

v.48) John 19:29-30

v.49) See note on verse 47.

v.50) John says that He cried, “It is finished” (John 19:30).

v.51) The torn veil means that a saint can enter the presence of God directly without a priest (Heb. 10:19-21).  The Jewish priests sewed the veil back together and continued to practice the Jewish sacrifices up to 70 A.D. when Titus destroyed the temple.  The sacrifices meant nothing to God, but the priests did not want to lose their jobs (1 Tim. 6:10).  

*The torn veil is a picture of a hole ripped in the universe that we will go through at the Rapture.

v.52) Notice that a man’s soul does not sleep as the Jehovah’s Witnesses teach.  The body sleeps, not the soul.  

*Not all the bodies came up, but “many” arose.  The resurrection has three parts: 1. First fruits, 2. Harvest, 3. Gleanings.  These bodies that came up are the “first fruits” (1 Corinth. 15:23).  There is also a possibility that there is a connection between the 144,000 in Revelation and these bodies that came up (Rev. 14:4).  

v.53) The “holy city” is Jerusalem.  

v.54) The RSV and other corrupt versions change the verse to read, “a Son of God” instead of “the Son of God.”  This is a direct attack on Jesus Christ being God Himself.

*Centurions are almost always spoken of in a good way in the NT.

v.55) See note on verse 36.

v.56) There are four different “Marys” at the cross:


1. Mary, the mother of Jesus (John 19:25).           


2. Mary Zebedee, the mother of James and Joses (Matt. 27:56).


3. Mary, Magdalene (Mark 16:9).


4. Mary Cleopas, the mother of James and John (John 19:25).

*Therefore, “Mary the mother of James and Joses, and the mother of Zebedee’s children” is not two different women, but two expressions describing the same woman.  Once again, this is a hendiady, which means “one by means of two.”    

vv.57-60) This prophecy of His grave being among the rich is from Isaiah 53:9.  Two wealthy men were “secret disciples” of Jesus Christ, Joseph of Arimathaea and Nicodemus.  Joseph came out of hiding and stood for Jesus Christ when it was most difficult (Luke 23:50-56).

v. 61) There is no known record in human history of any woman hating Jesus Christ until the 19th century, the beginning of the Laodicaen time of apostasy.  The first women that were recorded in history as hating Jesus Christ were Madame Blavatsky (Satanism) and Mary Baker Eddy (Christian Science).  Then in the 1960’s the woman that made hatred for God “popular” was Madeline Murray O’Hare (atheism/humanism).

v.62) This “next day” is Thursday (a High Sabbath).  The “preparation” day is Wednesday, then Thursday begins at 18:00 hours for a Jew on our “Wednesday.”  The thing that messes up the Roman Catholic (and most of the religious world) is Mark 15:42, which says that the “preparation” (Wednesday) was the day before the Sabbath.  They think this means that the “preparation” was Friday.  This is a mistake.  They think the word “Sabbath” refers to the normal Saturday Sabbath, but the Sabbath in this verse was a High Sabbath (John 19:31).  Numbers 28:16-18 says that there was a “feast” on the 15th day of the month, which followed the Passover on the 14th day.  This “feast” day was a “high day.”  The 14th day was Wednesday (Passover) and the 15th day of the month was the “feast” day for the “days of unleavened bread.”

v.63) Jesus Christ has been called every bad name imaginable and has been falsely accused more than any person in history.  As his followers, we should expect the same treatment and worse (Matt. 10:24-25).   

v.64) When they referred to the “…last error…” being worse than “…the first…” they were not referring to the crucifixion as an error.  The “first error” refers to Christ’s teaching on the resurrection.  The last error would be if they allowed the disciples to steal His body.  At least, this was the idea in their mistaken way of thinking.  These men were so self-deceived that they did not realize they had killed God the Son (1 Corinth. 2:7-8).

v.65) Pilate expected Christ to rise and did not think that they could do anything about stopping Him.

v.66) This is where we get our modern phrase, “Set your watch.”  Why do we not say, “Put your watch on the correct time?”  The Bible controls the speech of men, even when men do not agree with it or believe it.  

Chapter 28
*The order of Christ’s appearances after the resurrection:

1. John 20:14


5. John 20:24

2. Matt. 28:8


6. John 21:1


3. 1 Cor. 15:5


7. 1 Cor. 15:6-8

4. Luke 24:13-36

v.1) This is one of the many places that the English of the King James Version is superior to the so-called “original” Greek.  The Greek word for Sabbath is a plural word, but the English of every version is singular.  There is not doubt that the passage is correct in English with the singular word Sabbath.  Two Sabbaths cannot end together.  Therefore, the English translation is superior to the Greek “original.”  The same is true for Greek word for “heaven.”  Through the entire book of Matthew the plural word for heaven is used in Greek, but it is translated into English with the singular word.  The King James Bible is superior to any and all Greek texts.  God has given us the word of God in language we (and the majority of people on earth) can understand.  Greek is a dead language and only understood by people that live in Greece or less than 1% of the world’s population.  

vv.2-3) This happened before they arrived there in the morning.  Therefore, the events of verse 2 took place before the events of verse 1.

v.4) The guards ran away as fast as they could run (see v. 11).

v.5) Psalm 16:9-11; Acts 2:26-27

v.6) This is the greatest news the world ever heard.  THE GREATEST NEWS THE WORLD EVER HEARD CAME FROM THE GRAVEYARD, “He is not here: for he is risen…”

vv.7-8) John 20:5-7 – If thieves stole the body, then why were the clothes and napkin on His face folded neatly.  Would thieves take that much time and effort with four Roman soldiers outside the tomb? 

v.9) This is after John 20:17.  Mary was not allowed to touch Christ because He had not yet ascended to heaven to apply His blood to the mercy seat.  He made the trip to heaven and back in less than FOUR hours.  The Rapture will be a very exciting flight.  After He returned, then He allowed Thomas to touch Him (John 20:27-28).

v.10) Mark 16:7 - Mark’s account says, “…tell his disciples and Peter…”  In other words, Simon Peter had lost his “discipleship,” and was not being counted among the disciples in this statement.  Simon had NOT lost his salvation.  In order for him to be restored as a disciple, Jesus Christ made Simon confess Christ three times (John 21:15-17).  The reason for the three confessions was because Peter denied the Lord three times.

vv.11-13) Everyone knows that this story is a lie and a fraud because a Roman soldier that fell asleep on his watch was put to death!  If the person that a Roman soldier was guarding escaped, then he was put to death (Acts 16:26-28).  So there is no doubt that corruption was involved in this story or these men would not be alive to tell the story of “losing” the body of Jesus.  

*The amazing thing is that when the Roman soldiers told the chief priests the story about Christ coming out of the tomb alive THE CHIEF PRIESTS DID NOT BELIEVE JESUS CHRIST WAS THE MESSIAH!  This shows how deceived a man can be if he refuses the Light of God.  Plain facts mean nothing to a deceived fool.

vv.14-15) These men were involved in political corruption.  They could control the governor.  

*Jews repeat this false account even today and believe it to be the truth.

vv.16-17) This is a reference to Thomas, also called Didymus (John 20:24-25).

vv.18-20) THE GREAT COMMISSION.

v.18) Notice that ALL power is given to Jesus Christ.  However, He delegates and loans out power to “whomsoever He wills.”  Today, He is not ruling and reigning as the Charismatics teach.  He will rule in the Millennium.  Today, He has loaned out the ruling of the world to the devil (2 Cor. 4:4) and even to some wicked kings and presidents (Rom. 13:1-3).

v.19) The Greek word for Gentiles and nations is the same word, ethnos.  This is the word that “ethnic” is derived from.  

*The one “name” that fits the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost is “THE LORD,” not “Jesus.”  William Marion Branham and the “Oneness Pentecostals” teach that Jesus is the Father, Jesus is the Son, and Jesus is the Holy Ghost.  This is a heresy.  

*This baptism is very different than Acts 2:38.  Acts 2 is a Jewish baptism is the name of Jesus Christ.  This is because the Jews rejected Jesus Christ as their King.  That is why the Jews were to be baptized in His name and repent of killing Him.  The baptism in Matthew 28 is for the “nations” (Gentiles).  Notice that Gentiles are baptized in the name of “the Lord” in Acts 10:48.

v.20) The believer has the promise of Jesus Christ’s presence with him in fullness, if he will fulfill this commission.  There is a new commandment in John 13:34.  The “world” extends up to the end of the tribulation for those preaching Jesus Christ.

