Chapter 9

v. 1) There is more detail about this story in Mark 2:1-5.

v.2) Sometimes the disease is related to sin directly (see James 5:15), and sometimes it is not. 

*“Son…” here is probably a reference to be a son of Abraham (a Jew).

In Luke 16:25, the rich man in hell is called “son” like Christians call each other, “Brother.”  In Luke 19:9, a saved Jew is called a “son of Abraham.”

v.3)  This is the FIRST time they accused Christ of blasphemy and the accusation came up many times in the future (Matt. 26:65).  

vv.4-5)  The Lord knew when they said in their hearts that He blasphemed (Mark 2:6-9; Mark 8:16-17).  Jesus Christ could exercise His deity (His power as God) and know man’s thoughts, but when He did not exercise His deity, THEN He was limited, but only then.  

v.6) It is simple.  They confessed that only God could do these things and then Jesus did the very things.  In other words, He proved with many proofs that He was God in the flesh.    

*The Roman Catholic Church claims to have authority to forgive or NOT forgive sins on earth based on John 20:19-23.  The RCC teaches that the foundation of their church is that “Blessed Simon Peter” was the first Pope of the Church of Rome.  This is done by misinterpreting Matthew 16:16-18.  We will discuss Matthew 16 later, but now we will address the subject of a church having power to forgive sins.  

First, when Jesus was speaking in John 20:19-23, He was speaking to ALL of the apostles, not just Simon Peter.  Therefore, all the apostles had this power (Luke 24:33).  ANY Christian living during the NT Church Age can tell a person if their sins are forgiven or retained based on what that person has done with Jesus Christ (see Paul’s comments in Acts 13:38-41 and 2 Corinth. 2:10).  

v.8)  Many people forget that Jesus Christ was 100% God, AND He was 100% man.  He looked like a man.  He suffered like a man.  He was tempted like a man.  He worked like a man.  He walked and talked like a man.  He was hungry and thirsty like a man.  He died like a man because MEN need a Saviour.  

v.9)  This man is the writer of this book.  This Matthew is also called “Levi.” (Mark 2:14; Luke 5:27)  He was a tax collector and the name given to a tax collector in scripture is “publican.”  They were such hated, wicked people that they are the common companion mentioned with “harlots” (prostitutes) in Matt. 21:32, AND with “sinners” in Mark 2:16.  It is not unusual to see the phrase “publicans and sinners” in the NT (see the next verses, #10 and 11) because when one thought of a publican it was the same as thinking of a sinner.    

*Notice how quickly Matthew rose and followed Jesus Christ in comparison to what happened in Matt. 8:19-22.  Matthew’s response was: 1. Immediate, 2. Courageous, 3. By 

Faith, 4. Sacrificial.   

v.10) The word “meat” in the English Bible can mean a meal, baked goods, actual meat, or anything you put in your mouth (Gen. 1:29; Gen. 40:16-17).  The King James Version was written when English was at its highest point.  Many words had several more meanings than they have today.  The same is true of the Hebrew language and the Bible is very much a Jewish book.

v.12)  The Greatest Healer that ever lived said to go to the doctor if you get sick.  Jesus Christ knew that His ability to heal was a “sign” that He was the Jewish Messiah.  It was not the normal way of life for the NT Church Age (Col. 4:14).   

When you get sick:  1. Pray, 2. Go to the doctor, 3. Pray for the doctors and nurses, 4. Take medicine that is recommended by a qualified, medical doctor and pray for God to use the medicine to heal you.   

v.13)  God prefers mercy above sacrifice.  Here we see the great purpose of Jesus Christ, “to seek and to save that which was lost.”  If you say that His purpose was anything else, then you make a big mistake.  

vv.14-15)  Fasting was not commanded in the OT, but evidently it had become a practice of people in need.  Religious hypocrites had begun to abuse the practice of fasting.  It is clear that as long as the bridegroom is around that you do not fast, but you “feast.” (Judges 14:10-11)  The “children of the bridechamber” in the passage are His disciples and when He left, they did fast (Acts 13:2-3).

vv.16-17) These two verses are totally unrelated to vv. 14-15.  These two verses make reference to the transition from Israel to the Church and from an OT salvation of faith and works to a NT salvation of FAITH ONLY.  

*”New wine” is a picture of the Holy Spirit.  So the “new wine (Holy Spirit)” must go into a “new man (2 Corinth. 5:17).”  Here Jesus was probably making reference to the fact that when He would leave, then the Holy Spirit’s work would not be the same as it was in the OT.  Now, a man must be born again to receive the Holy Spirit.  It is no longer the way it was when the Holy Spirit came on King Saul, then left him, then came back, then left him again.  Now the Holy Spirit is the seal on a man until the day of redemption (Eph. 1:13; Eph. 4:30).

*”New wine” is probably, also, a picture of Christ’s blood.          

v.18) Mark 5:42 tells us that this girl was 12 years old.  The number 12 is the number of the nation of Israel in the scriptures (12 tribes, 12 apostles, etc.) and this girl is a picture of dead Israel raised in the future. 

*Notice that Jesus Christ never refuses the worship of anyone.  If He was not God Almighty, then He broke the commandment of having other gods and allowing people to bow down and worship Him.  He allowed the worship of others because He was God incarnate.

v.20) This woman is sick for 12 years.  She is a type or picture of sick Israel being healed.  

v.21) This is where the modern, so-called “healers” get the “point of contact.”  They tell people to put their hand on the radio or the TV and they can heal them through “the point of contact.”  Those men have no power that can compare to Jesus Christ.     

v.22) For more details about this event see Mark 5:25-34.

vv.23-26) Once again, Mark gives more details in Mark 5:35-43.  Mark 5:37 tells us that the inner circle of Peter, James, and John were in the room with Christ.  These three have a special connection with Christ’s Second Advent.  They were with Him at the Mount of Transfiguration and in the Garden of Gethsemane.  All three were martyred.  

*”Minstrels” are professional mourners and musicians attending the funeral.  The damsel herself is raised by the spoken word, exactly as the widow of Nain’s son (Luke 7:14-15) and Lazarus (John 11:43-44).  

v.27) The blind men are another picture of unbelieving Israel (Matt. 13:15-17).  The call Jesus by the Jewish title, “Son of David.”  

vv.28-30) Jesus Christ healed more blind men in the Bible than any one else.  The fact that He was commanding people not to spread His fame was apparently to keep the schedule right on time (John 6:15).

v.31) His fame spread anyway.

v.32) This verse makes it clear that some people that are deaf and dumb have a devil and some do not have a devil.  NOTICE: the word “demon” never appears in the King James Bible.  The KJV always translates the Greek word “daimonion” as “devil,” but the modern corrupt versions transliterate it as “demon.”  The reason is that THE Devil can manifest himself as many “devils.”  The Devil is an unclean spirit, but can manifest himself as many unclean spirits.  When you say, “There is one devil and many demons,” then you lose the connection between the Devil and devils.  It becomes a doctrinal mistake.  The Lord God is a Spirit (John 4:24; 2 Corinth. 3:17), and can manifest Himself as the Holy Spirit indwelling thousands of believers.    

v.34) This is the “blasphemy of the Holy Ghost” according to Mark 3:22-30.  

v.35) Notice: “The Gospel of the Kingdom”  This is the gospel of the kingdom of heaven.  

It relates to the preparation for the millennial reign of Christ Jesus as King on the earth.  

*Jesus had no trouble healing “every” sickness and “every” disease.  Not one failure is recorded EVEN when the sick people were in unbelief.  If a modern healer has a failure, do not blame the infirmed one.  BLAME THE HEALER! 

v.36) The entire chapter of Ezekiel 34 compares Israel to lost sheep.  Again this verse relates to Israel as a nation and the fact they were lost as sheep (see Ezek. 34:5).

vv.37-38)  This is the Lord Jesus Christ’s only prayer request recorded in scripture.  Very few people pray for labourers in the harvest because of fear that God will call them out into the field.  Normally when God deals with a man about being in the ministry, the first thing he deals with the man about is surrendering to go OUT and away from his family and where he was raised (Abraham-Gen. 12:1).  

*Bringing in a harvest is very, hard work.  It must be in done fast before the crop is ruined by the sun (fire).  It is a “team effort.”  

Chapter 10

*The number 10 is the Gentile number.  In Luke, these events deal with “the kingdom of God,” but in Matthew these events deal with the Kingdom of Heaven.  Luke 10 deals with the Gentile cities of Tyre and Sidon and in Luke the commission is different.

v.1) The first man healed in the Bible is in Exodus 4:6-9, Moses.  He is healed of leprosy, a type of sin.  It was a “sign.”  Christ is the prophet “like unto Moses (Deut. 18:15-18),” so He had the signs to Israel like Moses had.  Christ also is a political Deliverer to save Israel from her enemies (Luke 1:68-74), like Moses delivered the Jews from oppression in Egypt.

v.2) In other lists(Mark 3, Luke 6) Peter, James, and John are also first and in that order.  

*The first 4 men called by Jesus Christ are professional fishermen.  

v.3) There are three men named James: 1. James Zebedee, 2. James Alphaeus, and 3. James the Lord’s brother.  Thaddaeus is “Judas” in Luke 6:16.

vv.5-6) This is the commission to the Apostles in the Apostolic Age.  Do not go to the Gentiles and do not go to the half-breed (Jew and Gentile) Samaritans.  In 2 Kings 17-18, it is the half-breed Jews that gave Nehemiah the most trouble in rebuilding (Neh. 13:23-25).  

v.7) In Matthew, it is the physical Kingdom of Heaven that is emphasized.

v.8) The modern, TV healers only want to claim the first half of the verse.  They do not want to give.  They only want to receive.  

v.10) A “scrip” is a small, leather bag like a purse.  

v.11) Here the word “worthy” is used to identify people that were willing to take care of the apostles by feeding them, giving physical help, and also they would be willing to listen to the message.  The fact is that no one is worthy to hear the word of God in the sense that they deserve it.  Truthfully, all people born on this earth are sinners and deserve to go to hell.  But here the word “worthy” is used in a similar way to the fashion it is used in relation to the Lord’s Supper (1 Corinth.  11:27).       

v.12) This is the Jewish greeting of wishing peace on the house (see v.13).

v.14) This is a pronouncement of the judgment of God on a place or a people due to the unwillingness of people to hear the word of God.  Lorenzo Dowe, a traveling Methodist preacher, did this in a small town in the southern American state of Georgia.  Today the entire town is no longer in existence.  The only hose that remains standing is the one that was owned by the only family that welcomed him and allowed him to stay in their house.  It is not a bad idea to continue this practice today when someone blasphemes the Lord Jesus Christ and denies that He is God after you have shown them the clear Bible verses.  I have done this to Jehovah’s Witnesses in such cases.  

v.15) The judgment here is the Great White Throne judgment.  This indicates that there will be different degrees of punishment and suffering in eternal fire.  Deut. 32:22 speaks of “…the lowest hell.”  Degrees of damnation is a clear teaching in both testaments (Matt. 23:14).  If you can imagine, Christ said that the punishment for the sodomites of Abraham’s day will be less than the punishment for the people that heard Him personally and face-to-face yet they still did not believe on Him.

The passage is clear that some people will experience that their eternal burning is “more tolerable” than it will be for other people.  The passage also is clear that people who had more OPPORTUNITY to receive salvation and obey the word of God will find their punishment to be worse (Luke 12:48).     

v.16)  A study of the four animals mentioned will be a great learning experience for the student in understanding men.  The believer is likened to the helpless and very, stupid “sheep.”  There are men that are “wolves in sheep’s clothing” that come in and devour the flock.

v.17) Jesus Christ was always very negative about “councils.”  A council was like a committee that came together as a body to make decisions.  Every time the word “council” appears in the Bible it is a bad reference, except for Matt. 5:22.  In the NT church, there is never a need for “a council” to make decisions and the Bible never gives an example of the local church voting on anything.  The pastor is to lead the church by getting out in front and letting the people follow.  This is the same way a shepherd leads a flock of sheep.     

vv.18-20) This is used by some Charismatics to prove that a preacher should not go to college or study for sermons.  They believe that a man of God should be able to just stand up and God will fill his mouth.  Without study of the word your mouth will normally be filled with foolishness and the false words of men.  This passage is talking about testifying in court when you are arrested for preaching the “gospel of the kingdom.”  2 Timothy 2:15 clears up any confusion on the matter.  A preacher should do everything he can to prepare to preach before he enters the pulpit.

*Notice again the Jewish distinction for the nation, “your Father.”

v.21)  This same “gospel of the kingdom,” which is “Prepare ye the way of the Lord,” will be preached during the tribulation.  The events spoken of in this verse did not take place during the book of Acts, but they will take place during the tribulation (Matt. 24:9).

v.22) Matt. 24:13- this phrase is a reference to the tribulation (Matt. 24:14).  During the book of Acts, they were not hated of the Gentiles.  The Gentiles were receiving the message and getting saved (Acts 8,10,15,28).  Matt. 24:9-10 says that (during the tribulation) they will be hated of ALL men.

The “end” that is mentioned is the end of a period of time.  The “end” is usually a reference to the last half of the tribulation and the Second Advent (Heb. 3:6,14).

v.23) They did go over all the cities of Israel in Acts, but Christ did not come back.  Evidently there is a possibility that all the apostles will resurrect and preach over the cities again in the tribulation.

vv.24-25) The Lord began to prepare His followers for the attack that would come upon them.  Even today there is great resistance for the followers of Jesus Christ.  

* “Beelzebub” means “lord of the flies or filth.”

vv.26-27) These verses make for excellent, devotional preaching on the subject of “the eyes of the Lord are in every place beholding the evil and the good (Prov. 15:3).”

v.28) In the times in which we live there are educated people that believe fear is unhealthy.  This is not true.  For a driver to fear a “Stop” sign or a red light is very wise.  For a small child to fear being burned by a fire is good.  For a man to fear the consequences of sexual immorality due to the threat of AIDS and other sexually transmitted diseases is normal.  

A great preacher once said, “Wisdom is knowing when and what you should fear.”  A child of God should never be afraid to witness for Jesus Christ.  However, “fear of God” is great wisdom (Prov. 1:7; 9:10).  The key thing to remember about fear is this:  DO NOT FEAR MAN (Prov. 29:25), ONLY FEAR GOD!        

v.29) People that love to mock and criticize the Bible have said that this is a mistake in the Bible if compared with Luke 12:6.  Luke says that 5 sparrow sell for 2 farthings, but Matthews says it is two for one farthing.  It is simple to resolve this problem if you have ever negotiated a price in a market.  The more you buy of a particular item or the more you negotiate, the better the price will be “per unit.”  In other words, a merchant might offer you a packet of tomatoes for K1,000, but THREE packets for K2,500.  The price will go down per packet if you buy more packets and he can receive more cash.  There is no proven contradiction or mistake in this passage.  

*Notice again the Jewish, national distinction of “your Father,” which speaks of God being the Father of the nation (Isaiah 1:2).

v.30) This is amazing.

v.31) Don’t worry.  God will take care of you.

vv.32,33) This is a good verse to take devotionally and show it to new converts and use it during invitations.  Doctrinally, it is clear that NT salvation is not conditional on any public confession.  The confession of Rom. 10:9 is a confession to the Lord Himself (Rom. 10:13-14).  NT salvations has only one condition of receiving Jesus Christ as your Saviour.

*The martyrs that were killed by the RCC in the Dark Ages took this verse literally.  Their doctrine was a little bit off, but their hearts were right.  

*If the NT saint denies Jesus Christ before men, then he will lose his millennial inheritance in the kingdom that comes to earth, but he will not lose eternal salvation or lose his own soul (2 Tim. 2:11-13).

vv.34,35) Jesus Christ is the Great Divider.  He is in no way like the Jesus that is preached and represented by modern preachers.  They make Him to be a very, soft and even feminine type of character.  As a man, He was a carpenter and a REAL, strong man.  

*Modern, apostate preachers say that these verses contradict Luke 2:14.  All you hear from the Pope and TV preachers is, “Peace, unity, peace, and unity.”  And when they quote Luke 2, they do it without quoting the CONDITION for peace to come to earth.  The verse says first, “Glory to God in the highest,” THEN comes “peace on earth.”  There will be NO glory to God in the highest until Jesus Christ comes and sets up the millennial kingdom on earth.  When He does that, then peace will come to earth.  Until that time, there will be war, division, confusion, and chaos.           

v.36) There can only be enemies where there is WAR.  This is a big problem among modern Christians.

v.39) The Christian life is a “paradox.”  In other words, it is a fact that in order to accomplish something, you do the OPPOSITE of what makes sense to your own human mind.  In order to receive money, you give it away (Luke 6:38).  The way to really enjoy LIVING is to CRUCIFY (or die to) yourself (Phil. 1:21).  The way to show someone that you really love them is say something that could make them very angry (Prov. 27:5).  The way to love your child is to discipline them with a rod of correction (Prov. 13:24).

vv.40,41) For the most part, these verses deal with the tribulation doctrinally.  But they can be very much applied to the church age devotionally because the Spirit of Christ dwells in us.  However, no one can be saved in the church age by receiving us.  They must receive Jesus Christ for themselves by their own personal choice.

v.42) This physical help for people will play a big part in the tribulation when people will not be allowed to buy or sell without receiving the mark of the beast (Matt. 25:35-36).

Chapter 11

v.1) “Teaching” is the dispensing of knowledge to another person.  “Preaching” is moving someone to action.  The two can be mixed and done at the same time or at different times.  The gift of pastor/teacher is basically the same gift.  Many pastors or preachers do a great job of challenging people or making people feel guilty about sin.  But very, few pastors are really “apt to teach (2 Tim. 2:24).”  If a man cannot teach the Bible, then he has no scriptural grounds to call himself a pastor.  

vv.2,3) These verses are often taught the wrong way.  Many people believe that John was doubting that Jesus was truly the Christ, the Jewish Messiah.  But John knew for a fact that Jesus was the Messiah.  The problem here is that John was “offended.”  (see verse 6)  John the Baptist was the herald or the forerunner of the Messiah.  He was the one voice (Is. 40:3; Mk. 1:3; Lk. 3:4; Jn. 1:23) that was announcing the coming King.  He wanted to know why he was in prison when the kingdom was about to be set up and the announcement of the kingdom was his job.  He was offended.

vv.4,5) Jesus had all the signs of the Jewish Messiah (Deut. 18:15-18).  John had seen the signs and knew that Jesus was the Christ.

vv.7-9)  Like so many men in the word of God, John would not have been allowed into our modern, formal churches of today.  Something is wrong with US.

v.10) The quote is from Malachi 3:1 and the “messenger” is John the Baptist.

v.11) John is the end of “the prophets.” (see v.13)  The OT prophets end with him.  He was the greatest born of woman because he was filled with the Holy Ghost from his mother’s womb (Lk. 1:15).  Compare Luke 7:28 with this verse.  

*There are several reasons that the least in the “Kingdom of heaven” is greater:

1. On earth, we will see Christ and thousand of reproductions of Christ.

2. Prophets are not allowed during the Millennium (Zech. 13:2-6) because they are not needed

3. Satan is not present to tempt people

*The reasons that the least in the “Kingdom of God” is greater than John:

1. We have the “new birth.”

2. We have eternal security.

3. We are part of Christ’s body.

4. We have greater opportunities (His whole life was lived in an area only 20 miles by 10 miles square).

5. The church is the Bride of Christ.  John is only a friend of the bridegroom (John 3:29).

v.12) Rome took the kingdom by force.

v.13) The false teaching of the Baptist Briders teaches that John is the beginning of the church, but he is not the beginning of time period.  John is the end of a time period.  He is the end of the OT prophets.

v.14) Luke 1:17 – John was Elijah AND he was NOT Elijah.  Had the Jews received Jesus Christ as their King, then he was Elijah.  But because they rejected Him, he was not.  Therefore, John said (v.15), “Listen to me.”  Had they listened, then the nation would have been saved.

*God worked things out in such a way that John the Baptist could be Elijah, if the Jews received the kingdom, OR the real Elijah would come during the tribulation if they rejected the Kingdom (Mal. 4:5-6; Matt. 17:10-13; Matt. 27:46-49; Rev. 11:3-6)

vv.18,19) It is impossible to please everyone.  Do not even try to please people.  Try to please God.  Most people are NEVER 100% pleased.  You cannot worry about it, especially if you are in the ministry.

Luke 7:34 - These Jews were trying to accuse Jesus Christ of an offence that was punishable by stoning in the OT law (Deut.21:20-21).  

*It is reasonable that the people would have received either John OR Jesus because this verse indicates they were somehow opposite.  But this was not the case.  The ones that received John the Baptist also received Jesus Christ.  The question of John’s Baptism is the one that Jesus Christ used on the Jews to show their dishonesty (Mark 11:27-33).

v.20) John Calvin taught that God “elected” the saved before time.  Therefore, a man cannot make a choice with a free will to receive or reject salvation.  Calvin called the saved, “the elect” and the lost, the “non-elect.”  This system will not work because of many reasons.  For example, here some lost people were commanded to repent.  If they have no choice, then God cannot command them to repent and be a Holy God.  How can you command someone to do something that it is impossible for him or her to do?

“upbraid” is to “rebuke”

v.21)  The Gentile towns of Tyre and Sidon WOULD HAVE repented if mighty works, like the works of Jesus Christ, had been done in them.  In other words, these lost people would have been “the elect,” if greater works for God would have been done there.  This saying by Christ is a reference to the fact that the Jews were planning to reject their Messiah.  

v.22)  There are differing degrees of punishment for the lost.

v.23) Another comparison between a wicked, Gentile city and a Jewish city that was preparing to reject Jesus Christ.  Even the Sodomites would have repented and their city would have been spared, if they would have seen what the Jews were seeing.  

The New Scofield Bible says, “hades” for “hell.”  This is not a translation, but a letter for letter “transliteration.”

v.25) If you compare the account in Luke 10:21, then you will see that this is the only time recorded in the Bible that Jesus rejoiced.  Why was He rejoicing?  Because God was hiding things from proud people who thought they were wise.  God enjoys making a man that thinks he is intelligent look like a fool.  BE HUMBLE.  He gave revelation to “babes.”

v.27) This is more proof that Jesus was God.  You CANNOT know Jehovah God without knowing Jesus Christ (Col. 1:15).

vv.28-30) Jesus Christ is the ONLY One who can give rest and He can give it to ALL men.  The “overhead view” of a yoke looks like a cross.  Jesus gives rest from guilt, sorrow, the world, etc.  People think that it is very difficult to live right and serve God, but it is MUCH harder to serve sin and the devil.  Prov. 13:15 says, “…the way of transgressors is hard.”  Everyone has problems, but can you imagine facing all the problems of life the way a lost man does?  He faces his problems without Jesus Christ, with no assurance of eternal life, and with no comfort from the Holy Ghost.        

*John Bunyan wrote Pilgrim’s Progress and he had his character drop his burden at the cross.

SERMON OUTLINE:

The Lost Man Carries the Heaviest Burden:

1. He must sustain morality with no check on his passions.

2. He must feel secure without one promise.

3. He must be happy with a bad conscience.

4. He must have enough of the world to fill God’s place.

5. He must resist Christ without a cause.

6. He must hope for heaven while preparing for hell.

Chapter 12

*This chapter contains contests between the Lord and the Pharisees.  It also marks the Beginning of the National Rejection of Christ.  From here the Kingdom goes into a mystery form (Matt. 13:11) and it is talked about in parables because the Jews start rejecting Christ’s message.

vv.1,2) Jesus Christ was not a good, Seventh Day Adventist.  They were always finding fault with Him concerning the Law.  

vv.3,4) Christ chose this event because David was a type of Christ and because of the set up of the tabernacle (Mark 2:25-28).  The “shewbread” shows some things: 1. It was cooked daily (God gave Israel a daily provision in the wilderness), 2. There was a Light shining on the bread from the golden candlestick (the Holy Spirit), 3. There were two rows of six loaves (66 books in your Bible).

*David was supposed to  be on the throne at this time, but he was not.  He was in exile.  This compares to the fact that Jesus Christ was the King, but He was in exile while the devil is ruling the kingdoms (Matt. 4) of the world.         

v.5) In Numbers 28:9-10, the priests went on offering and making sacrifices on the Sabbath of rest.  

v.6) The modern versions change this verse to read “…something greater…”  This removes Jesus Christ from being the subject spoken about.

v.7) The quote is from Hosea 6:6.  The sacrifice of the Passover Lamb was not offered before the Jews came out of Egypt, but as a “feast” to the Lord to commemorate mercy and grace.  

*The “guiltless” is obviously Jesus Christ, as attested to by Judas Iscariot (Matt. 27:4) and Pontius Pilate (John 18:38; John 19:4-6).  

v.8) The Sabbath was a ceremonial law under the OT Law of Moses.  Jesus Christ is the fulfillment of the whole law because He was the only Man to ever live and keep it perfectly.        

Exodus 31:13,17; Ezekiel 20:12-13,20 – The Sabbath was a sign between God and the nation of Israel.  It was for Israel as a sign of the coming Jewish Millennium.  The Millennium is a Jewish kingdom of rest that is the Seventh Day of human history (2 Pet. 3:8.  The 10 commandments contained 9 moral laws and 1 ceremonial law.  No one in Genesis kept the Sabbath before it was revealed to Moses, even though God wrote about keeping the Sabbath during the creative week.  This was not made known to Adam, Abraham, or Noah.  The Sabbath was unknown until Moses wrote (1500 B.C.) about it hundreds of years later (Neh. 9:13-14).  Christ died for all the ceremonies and we no longer have to keep them (2 Cor. 3:6-14; Col. 2:14).  The ceremonial laws are never mentioned in the NT (Rom. 13:8-9).         

v.10) This is when Jesus Christ was angry “with a cause” in Mark 3:3-5.  They were not asking Him a question to find the truth and find salvation.  They were asking a question for the purpose of accusing Him.  You will never get the truth from God with this type of heart and motive.  You must do God’s will to find the truth (John 7:17).  This is the same way Pontius Pilate said, “What is truth?” (John 18:38).  Pilate did not want an answer.  He went out immediately.  He refused to let Jesus go free after examining Him and finding Him “not guilty” three times.  Pilate should have said, “This Man will go free.  Crucify me.”  But because he was a coward, he allowed the angry mob to influence his decision.  Therefore, in his question about truth, he was not asking with honesty.  He did not want to know the truth.  He had rejected Truth Incarnate.    

v.11) Jesus was making the point that in the case of an emergency ANYONE will break the Sabbath.  The religious hypocrites who were His accusers would not admit this.  

*Samson broke ALL the laws a man could bring and is mentioned in Hebrews 11 as a great Hero of the Faith.  This shows that Grace is operating in every dispensation.  This is why we do not call the church, the Age of Grace.  NO ONE can be saved in ANY dispensation without God having some form of grace upon him or her.

v.12) It is always right to do right.  Bob Jones, Sr. said, “It is never right to do wrong, in order to get a chance to do right.”

*Joshua violated the Sabbath when Israel marched around Jericho SEVEN days in a row.  Joshua is a great type of Christ.  He also circumcised a whole generation and nation too late because of the wilderness wanderings.  But God did not kill them all.  He had mercy.

v.13) If it is withered, then he cannot stretch it forth.  He moved it as much as he could move it and God did the rest.  This is a good example of how we should face difficulties.  Do the best you can and trust God to do the rest.

v.14) A “council” is always a bad reference.  Many churches and religious groups like to form committees and councils that resemble these ungodly assemblies.  These men made their money by being the AUTHORITY on ceremonial practices.  They did not like Jesus challenging their authority.  Final Authority is ALWAYS the issue.

v.15) He withdrew Himself to keep God’s time schedule, not because they could kill Him.  Verse 19 is related to this.  Jesus was not involved in an uprising against the government as Barrabas (Lk. 23:25; John 18:39-40).

v.16) Unlike the modern day healers, Jesus did not want the people to go and tell everyone about His miracles.  The miracle was extraordinary and could speak for itself.  

vv.17-21)  This quote is from Isaiah 42:1-6.  This is a very, free quotation and shows that an inspired translation does not have to be exactly word-for-word (Jer. 36:32).  

*An Orthodox Jew will say that the “Suffering Servant” is Israel, not Jesus Christ.  For his proof text, he will go to Isaiah 44:1-2, 21-22; 49:3.  But in Isaiah 49:5-7, it says that the Servant would raise and gather Israel.  

*”The Gentiles” are mentioned in vv.18,21.  This shows that a new and different dispensation is coming when the kingdom is rejected.  THIS WAS A WARNING TO THE JEWS, but they did not take heed.  

*The Jews tried to accuse Christ of being a “Revolutionary,” but He was not.  Verse 19 indicates that He caused no riots or political uprisings.  Some people use this verse to say that you should not lift up your voice and preach the Gospel on the streets.  This verse is not a reference to any such thing.  In the context, this is a political riot.    

vv.22,23) Everyone knew that the Messiah would be the Son of David (Matt. 1:1; Matt. 22:41-43).  When these people saw the miracles, they began to say that Jesus was the Son of David.

v.24) This account is also given in Mark 3:22-30.  The Persian word for “filth” is “Beelzebub.”  It also means, “Lord of the flies.”  These men called the HOLY Spirit of God, “the god of filth!”  

*In the Bible, flying insects and birds are pictures of unclean spirits:

1.  Compare Matt. 13:4 and Matt. 13:19 and you will see that “the wicked one is likened to a fowl.

2.  Compare Mark 4:4 and Mark 4:15, the same story, Satan is likened to “the fowls of the air.”

3.  Compare Mark 5:15,16,18 and Mark 5:9,12 and you will see that the man is possessed by “THE devil” (singular), but there were “many” unclean spirits in him called “devils,” never “demons.”  The KJV never uses the word “demon.”  Therefore, there is one devil that is made up of many unclean spirits called “devils.”  The Bible does not say that there is one devil and many “demons.”  When a person has an unclean spirit, then he is filled with “the devil.”  (Acts 5:3)

4. Isaiah 34:8-17 lists several unclean birds as inhabitants of this lake of fire.

5. Rev. 18:2 has the fouls spirits and unclean birds together in the same place and verse.

6. Eccl. 10:18-20 says that a “bird of the air” will carry the thing you said in secret and tell that thing.

7. Matt. 3:16 shows the Holy Spirit in the form of a clean, pure, white dove.

vv.25-26) It is obvious that the devil does not cast out devils.  It is possible that many “faith-healers” who profess to cast out devils are actually not dealing with an unclean spirit at all.  They do NOT have any power to cast out unclean spirits.  In reality, many of them are led by the wrong spirit and are in opposition to the word of God. 

vv.27-28) The Spiritual Kingdom is connected to the Spirit of God (Rom. 14:17).  The last mention of the Kingdom of God in the book of Matthew was Matt. 6:33.  

v.29) The Lord came to break into the strong man’s (the devil’s) house like a thief.  He will come secretly (at night) and take the most valuable thing (the church).  Then later, He will come back and bind the strong man (Rev. 20) and take EVERYTHING (the kingdoms of the world).  Both phases of Christ’s second coming are involved in this.

v.30) You are either with Christ in His efforts to steal back what is His or you are on the defensive with the devil.  Many Christians are so “in love” with the world that they are useless to Christ in this effort and are more of an asset to the devil.

v.31) There is much disagreement and many wrong interpretations of this verse.  If we compare the other account in Mark (3:22-30), then everything is clear.  It is clear from the very next verse (12:32) that this “blasphemy” is something that must be “spoken.”  

*Some people teach that this blasphemy is when a man says, “NO” to salvation so many times that the Holy Ghost stops dealing with him.  It is possible for a man to “sear his conscience” according to 1 Tim. 4:2.  And it is possible for a man to quench the work of the Holy Spirit in his life (1 Thess. 5:19; Gen. 6:3).  However, this passage in Matthew is not referring to Church Age salvation at all.

*Charismatics use this verse on anyone that makes fun or mocks their movement.  The fact is that their movement blames the Holy Ghost for all manner of foolishness and if this sin could be committed today, it would be committed by the Charismatics.  But this sin cannot be committed during the Church Age.

Mark 3:30 gives the definition of “the blasphemy of the Holy Ghost.”  

“Because they said, he hath an unclean spirit.”  Mark 3:30   

*These men were face to face with God Himself, Jesus Christ.  The scripture says that the Holy Spirit was not given to Him “by measure” (John 3:34).  In other words, EVERY thing Jesus Christ did was through the Holy Spirit.  He was led by the Spirit in everything He said and everything He did.  These men told Him that the works He was doing by the power of the Holy Spirit were actually the works of an unclean spirit.  THAT IS THE BLASPHEMY OF THE HOLY GHOST.  It can only be committed when Jesus Christ is on earth (His first advent or the Millennium).     

v.32) We see the two times that this sin can be committed by the phrase “…neither in this world, neither in the world to come.”  “This world” was at Christ’s first coming and “the world to come” is His second advent.  

v.33) One of the easiest ways to see that the KJV is the right English version is to look at the fruit of it in comparison to the other Bibles.  The greatest missionary and soul winning era in church history was from 1600-1900 or the first 300 years of the King James Version (1611).  The modern, corrupt versions were not beginning to be published until around 1900.  From 1900 until the present is the greatest time of heresy and apostasy in the church age.  There has not been ONE, true Holy Ghost revival ANYWHERE since 1900 that is comparable to the ones that were seen from 1600-1900.    

*Martin Luther said, “You shake the tree to see what fruit is on it.”  You should notice this in soul winning.  If you disturb a man about what he believes and try to wake him up, then you will see what his fruits are.

v.34) Jesus Christ did not use the soft, sweet speech of modern preachers.  He was very rough.  

Psalm 119:11 – If you hide the word in your heart, then the right things will come out of your mouth.  “What is in the well comes up in the bucket.”  

v.35) Men swear by using the words “damn” and “hell” often.  It is like they unconsciously know that they are condemned and are expressing it out of their hearts.  

v.36)  Notice that six questions are asked to Job and four of them deal with things that are spoken (Job 26:2-4).  It is possible that these could be the questions that a Christian will be asked at the judgment seat of Christ.  

*Be careful with the words you say.  Be sure that you mean what you say, and that you say what you mean.  Do not think that words are unimportant.  God will judge every idle word.  

v.37) John 12:48; Rom. 10:9,10,13- “…with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.”

v.38) He had been giving them many signs (9:35; 11:20; 12:22).  They would not believe (John 12:37).                                                

v.39) The cry of the Charismatic movement is, “We want a sign.  Give us a sign.”  Jesus Christ’s statements in this verse classify the members of this modern movement as evil and adulterous.  God is pleased by faith without sight (Heb. 11:6).  Faith is the opposite of sight or seeing a sign (Heb. 11:1).     

*The sign of Jonah is spoken against more than any sign or miracle in the Bible (Luke 2:34).

v.40) The Jehovah’s Witness who teaches that hell is the grave has a real problem with the phrase “in the heart of the earth.”  This cannot be a reference to His body being in the grave.  This is His soul being in hell, paradise, or both.  

*Jonah went to hell and came back (Jonah 2:1-6).  He is the only man that the Bible records as having a “second chance.”  His body began to corrupt, but Christ’s body did not begin to corrupt (Acts 2:27,31).  Jesus Christ’s body never sinned, therefore it could not corrupt and decay.  

*The fact that Christ’s body was in the grave for three days and three nights makes it clear that Jesus did not die on “Good Friday.”  He was crucified on Wednesday and He was out of the grave by Saturday night.  Roman Catholic tradition has corrupted the entire world with the false teaching of “Good Friday.”

v.41) Jonah did not have compassion for the people to whom he was sent.  Jesus Christ had great compassion for the souls to whom he preached.  The Gentiles of the OT will have an easier judgment at the White Throne than the people that heard Jesus Christ (mostly they were Jews).    

v.42) FIVE REASONS THAT THE QUEEN OF SHEBA’S COMMITMENT WILL JUDGE THE JEWS:  

1. The Queen of Sheba (in Arabia) paid to hear Solomon.  The Jews did not have to pay to hear Jesus Christ.

2. She traveled very far.  The Jews were in His local area.

3. She was not invited.  Israel had an invitation (Matt. 11:28-30; Matt. 22:1-6).

4. She came on a rumor.  Israel had clear, visible evidence.

5. She came to hear a mortal man.  Israel would not hear God Incarnate.

v.43) This is an example of “devil” possession.  This has national and individual applications.  The context of this passage is dealing with national Israel, but the same story in the Luke 11:24-26 deals with an individual man.  2 Peter 2:20-22 is a good example of this.  They had knowledge of Jesus Christ and cleaned up their lives, but were never converted.  

*The unclean spirit goes through a dry place and finds no rest, but in wet places (warm, wet places) the unclean spirit is more comfortable (Matt. 17:15).  The final destination of these spirits is a lake, but it is a lake of fire.  The warmest, seaport cities in the world are the most, wicked places in the world (Havana, Cuba; Miami, Florida; Cairo, Egypt; Honolulu, Hawaii;etc.).  There is no doubt a connection between the warm, wet conditions, unclean spirits, and outrageous evil in these places.

v.44) As the body of a saved man is the temple of the Holy Ghost (1 Corinth. 6:19-20), also the body of a lost man is the temple of unclean spirits:

1. The man does not have the Holy Spirit.

2. His body might be cleaned up, even if his soul is not saved.

3. He can decorate it with rosary beads and religious robes, not found in the NT.

v.45) The “last state of this man” being worse than the first is representative of the Jewish National Rejection of the Kingdom.  They were in a better place before the Messiah came, than they were after He came and they rejected Him.  

vv.46-47)  The Roman Catholic Church says that the word here should be translated “cousins,” not “brethren.”  This is because they do not believe that Mary had any children after Jesus.  They believe that she remained a virgin for all of her life.  The word “brethren” can apply to other family members, but to make sure there is no doubt about it, see verse 50.  Jesus plainly said, “my brother, and sister.”  Therefore, the word “brethren” referred to His literal brothers and sisters.  They are named in Mark 6:3.  See Ps. 69:8-9.

*God can say the word “cousin” when He means “cousin.”  (Luke 1:36,58)

vv.48-49) Jesus did not give ANY honor to Mary.  He said that if you followed Him as a disciple, then you are equal to or better than His mother.  The worship of Mary was never hinted at or encouraged by Jesus Christ.  There is a woman in Judges 5:24 that was honored ABOVE Mary and other women.  Her name was Jael (compare with Luke 1:28).

v.50) In the eyes of God, you can be honored above the “Blessed Virgin Mary” if you do the will of God.  Jesus did not refer to Mary as HIS mother, but He simply called her, “Woman.”  (John 2:3-4; John 19:26-27)

Chapter 13

*There are seven parables in this chapter.  The Kingdom goes in to a mystery form (v.11), like during the church age, just in case the Jews reject the King.  Three of these parables deal with the Kingdom of God and pertain to the Church Age, the word of God, and the Catholic Church.  

1. The Sower (Mark 4:11).

2. The Mustard Seed (Luke 13:18-19).

3. The Leaven (Luke 13:20-21).

vv.1-3) The Sower is Christ.  The interpretation of the parable is in vv. 18-23.

 v.4) The “seed” is the word of God.  These “fowls” are devils according to v. 19, “…then cometh the wicked one…”  See Mark 4:3,4,15.  There are winged fowls inhabiting a “lake of fire” in Isaiah 34.  

v.5) The first class of hearers are lost people that hear the word of God, but remain lost (Pilate, Herod, etc.).  The devil’s target is the word of God because it is the seed that can bring forth life.  He does not want the seed to be sown.  If it is sown, then he will come and try to catch it away that it might not bring forth fruit.  

*The only thing that you can spend money on that will not burn is the soul of a SAVED MAN.

*The interpretation is in vv.20-21.  The man hears but does not get saved.  

v.6) The second class of hearers are lost, but they look saved (like Judas Iscariot).  Christ is the “Root of David (Rev. 5:5).”  These had NO Root in them.

v.7) The third class are saved people that are not bringing forth fruit (Demas-2 Tim. 4:10).  The interpretation is in v.22, “…becometh unfruitful…”

v.8) The forth class are saved people that are bringing forth fruit, but in different degrees.

See Rev. 17:14 and the disciples of Christ (120 in upper room in Acts 1, but 12 are closer, but 3 are closest). 

“some thirty” – “called” – the 120

“some sixty” – “chosen” – the 12

“some an hundred” – “faithful” – the 3

vv.9-11) The people that were near to Jesus understood the parables.  But for the ones that did not get close to them, “The Light rejected becomes LIGHTENING!”

v.12) A man that approaches the Bible honestly will receive light and understanding on the scriptures (John 7:17).  As this man submits himself to the word of God and receives the truth that is revealed to him, then God will give him more and more light.  However, when a man will not receive the light that he has been shown, then God will allow that man to become messed up by the very same Book that could have led him to salvation (Ps. 46 and “Shakespeare”).  The Bible is a two-edged sword.  Be careful with it.  Do not approach it as a man that is trying to prove what he ALREADY believes.  Approach it with an honest heart and a willingness to change your own personal beliefs, if you find yourself contrary to sound doctrine.         

v.13) This is chapter 13 and verse 13.  The number 13 represents REBELLION in the Bible.  It is normally connected with a bad reference.  Here it is connected to men that hear the word of God and do not understand it.  BAD reference.  

*The only time that the Bible records Jesus Christ rejoicing is when things were hidden from proud, self-righteous, religious people (Luke 10:21).  

v.14) The quote is from Isaiah 6:9-10.   

v.15) This quote is the first of four in the NT that are almost exactly the same (the others are John 12:40; Acts 28:27; Rom. 11:8).  We would be wise to pay attention to the most quoted verse in the NT other than Jesus Christ’s quote on hell.  There is no problem with the intellectual understanding in the MINDS of these men.  The problems are pride and dishonesty in the HEARTS of these men.  That is what causes them to miss the simple and plain truths in the word of God (Ezek. 14:3,9).

v.16) Jesus Christ explains two parables in the chapter (“The Sower” and the “Tares and the Wheat”).  Both of these parables had very, specific and plain meanings.  The most educated theologians and Bible teachers say that parables only teach “general truths,” and they do not give the meanings of “specific things.”  This is clearly a lie.  See Proverbs 26:7-9.  

v.17) The OT prophets could not understand the separation between the Two Advents of Christ because the Lord would not reveal it to them (1 Pet. 1:9-12).  

v.18) The following verses give the meaning of the parable of “The Sower.”

v.19) Notice that he did not UNDERSTAND the word.  This is why it is very important that as witnesses on a personal level and as preachers on a public level that we present the word of God in the clearest and most understandable way possible.

v.20) “Anon” is an Old English word that means “straightaway” or “immediately.”

v.21) This man had no root and the Root is usually Jesus Christ.  Persecution for “the word’s sake” offends many Christian brethren easily.  It makes you curious as to whether they have the Root or not.

v.22) This verse (if compared with the account in Mark 4:19) mentions three things that are great enemies of the word of God:   1. The Cares of the World, 2. The Deceitfulness of Riches, 3. Lusts of Other Things.   

v.23) THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THIS MAN AND THE OTHERS IS UNDERSTANDING!  The word you preach should be clear, plain, and understandable.

v.24) The explanation of this parable is in vv. 37-43.

vv. 25-26) The tare looks exactly like the wheat until harvest time.  Then the head of the wheat turns white (Rev. 3:4; Rev. 6:11; Rev. 7:9).

v.30) Matt. 3:12- The current, modern “ecumenical movement” is binding the tares into “bundles.”  God wants these lost people and “denominations” to become very unified.  This will make it easier for Him to BURN them.  The Church Age rapture is the “harvest,” but there will also be some gleanings at the end of the tribulation (Rev.14:15-18).  The resurrection is divided into THREE parts of the harvest.  1. The First fruits were the ones that rose with Christ at His resurrection (Matt. 27:52-53; 1 Corinth. 15:20).  2. The Harvest is the largest part (The Church Age Rapture).  3. The Gleanings are the tribulations saints.   

*The bundles of religious organizations that do not preach the truth about salvation are being bound together.  Soon the wheat will be taken out (Zeph. 3:8).  

vv.31-32) This particular kind of faith is sowed in a field.  The field is usually “the world.”  This is a worldly faith that becomes a MONSTER.  Notice that it does not grow into a mustard seed PLANT, but into a TREE.  This is not normal.  The “birds of the air” are pictures of unclean spirits and they come and lodge in it.  This looks very much like “The Catholic Faith.”  They call themselves “THE TRUE FAITH,” but their church is directed by unclean spirits.  The mass is a perfect example and one of many “doctrines of devils” (1 Tim. 4:1-3).     

*Clarence Larkin compared this parable to the Pergamos period (“much marriage”) in Revelation 2:12-17 because during this period the world married the church.  The Roman Emperor, Constantine, joined the Roman government with some Christian-like practices and formed the Roman Catholic Church.  In the Crusades period of church history, the Roman Church invaded nations and forced them to convert to Catholicism by force of the sword.  If the victims refused to be sprinkled and join “the church,” then they were tortured or killed or both.  

v.33) Leaven is a picture of “bad doctrine” in the Bible (Matt. 16:11-12).  Some people teach that this woman is “the true church,” but this cannot be true.  This woman is a false religious system that spreads bad doctrine (Rev. 2:20-22).  This is the Roman Church and the three measures of meal probably represent the three major branches that have been affected by its bad doctrine: 1. Catholicism; 2. Greek Orthodox (the Eastern branch of the Roman church); 3. Protestantism (the Reformers left Catholicism but kept many of their false doctrines; now the Protestant churches are almost 100% reunited with the RCC).

*The “Church” is not called a “woman,” but a “chaste virgin” or a “wife.” 2 Corinth. 11:2; Eph. 5:24-25, 31-33

vv.34-35) The quote is from Psalm 78:2.

v.36) The following verses give the explanation of the parable of the “Tares and the Wheat.”

v.37) Jesus Christ is the “Sower” of all the good seed (John 1:9).

v.38) Famous heretics like Augustine, Origen, and the corrupt Catholic church teach that  you should bring lost people into “the church” and let the Lord root them out.  This is not the proper interpretation because “the field” is not “the church.”  “The field” is “the world.”  

v.39) In this verse the word “world” does not refer to the earth.  This is not the refining of the earth by fire in 2 Pet. 3:10-13.  It is the end of the present “time period” and the end of the way God is dealing with men in the present dispensation.  This Greek word “aion” which means “age” has led some modern Bibles to incorrectly translate “the world” as “the age” in some verses (Matt. 28:20).  This is not necessary and the KJV has no mistakes.  

v.40) Notice that as Jesus Christ explains every detail of the parable He NEVER explains what the fire represents.  That is because the fire IS fire (Ezek. 20:47-49).  This does not agree well with the doctrine that says hell is not fire and souls do not burn forever (Jehovah’s Witnesses, SDA).

v.43) Daniel 12:3 – This is primarily a Jewish application, but we will be like Christ in His glory.  The Second Advent will be like the sun rising in the morning (Malachi 4:2).

v.44) The treasure is Israel (Ex. 19:5; Ps. 135:4).  The God of Israel hides Himself (Is. 45:15; Is. 57:17).  The man did not hide the treasure.  It was already hidden in the field, and the man found it there.  The man hid himself and lost his life to buy the field.  This is what Jesus Christ did.  When Jesus died He purchased the earth.  He had a crown of thorns on His head because He was paying for the curses put on the creation in Gen. 3.  He was born in a stable where animals are born because the curse of sin extended to animals (Rom. 8:22-23).  Israel is in the world that He purchased.  Even though Israel has lost their tribal identifications God still knows who is who.  

v.45) In type, this pearl is the church, the Body of Christ.  A pearl is the only gem that is a living organism.  It is formed slowly and cannot be divided and still be of any value (1 Pet. 2:4-5; Eph. 2:19-21; Rev. 21:9,21).

v.46) “One pearl of great price” speaks of the church .  Solomon says that his beloved (a picture of the Body of Christ, the Church) is ONE (Song 6:9).  Each gate in New Jerusalem (the Lamb’s wife) is a pearl (Rev. 21:21).

vv. 47-50) This will happen in Matthew 25 when the sheep are divided from the goats at the Second Advent.  This net pulls the lost and saved together for a certain time (the Tribulation Period) like the tares and the wheat growing together until the burning (Rev. 19:20).

v.51) The disciples did not understand everything they professed to understand.  However, Jesus did make it a point to reveal more to them than to others because of their obedience and humility.

v.52) This is a reference to the OT and NT.

vv.54-56) They thought that Jesus could not be important because they knew Him so well and so personally.  

*Jesus had four brothers and some sisters.  James is the Lord’s brother in Gal. 1:19.  They were not “cousins” as the RCC teaches.  James was the only one of the Lord’s brothers that believed on Him, so He made a special appearance to James (1 Corinth. 15:7).  James had a position of leadership of some kind in Jerusalem (Acts 15:13) after the death of James Zebedee years earlier in Acts 12.

v.57) “Familiarity breeds contempt.”  Your family normally cannot understand when the person and power of God becomes real to you and you give yourself completely to God.  They will think that you have gone too far and that you do not need to take things so seriously.  

* “his own house” does not refer to His cousins.

v.58) Unbelief can be in a person that gets healed (Mark 6:5-6). 

Chapter 14

CHAPTERS 14-20 (The Ministry of the King)

v.1) This is a different Herod than the one mentioned earlier in Matthew that killed the babies.  

v.2) The events are not chronological.  This talks about John being “risen from the dead,” but his death is recorded in verse 10.  Therefore, the events of verses 3-10 actually take place BEFORE verse 2.  God uses things like this to “mess up” a man that is a dishonest Bible skeptic.

*Herod was not the only ruler expecting someone to “rise from the dead.”  In Matt. 27:64-65, Pilate told them to make the watch at Christ’s tomb “as sure as ye can.”  He was expecting Him to rise.  The reason is because during the tribulation at least 4 OT or NT characters come back (Moses, Elijah, Christ, and Judas).

vv.3-4) A true preacher will not hold back preaching the truth even if he is in danger of prison, death, or whatever.

v.5) Herod was a coward like Pontius Pilate (Mark 15:15; Luke 23:20-22; John 19:6-9).  Neither of these men was bold and courageous like John the Baptist.

1. He feared the crowd (v.5).

2. He feared his visitors (v.9).

3. He feared his wife (v.3).

4. He feared John (Mark 6:20).

*Herod’s conscience was awakened by John’s preaching (Mark 6:20), but his conscience was seared (1 Tim. 4:2) by cowardice.          

v.6) This is the lust-provoking Oriental “belly dance.”  The woman’s name is Salome in history.  The Bible does not give her name.

*This is the first mention of a “birthday” since Genesis 40:20.  Both accounts that mention the birthday are accounts of pagan, unsaved rulers whose god was their belly.  A Christian is never told to emphasize of celebrate the anniversary of his physical birth, but you would do well to remember your spiritual birth often.

v.7) Lust of a woman has caused many men to make fast, unwise decisions that can ruin an entire life.  Proverbs gives multiple warnings about the “strange woman” and commands the wise man to stay as far away from her as possible.

v.9) It is a very, proud man that is embarrassed in front of his friends and unwilling to break his oath.  Only a self-righteous man would think it is a greater mistake to break an oath, than to kill one of the greatest men that ever lived.

*Mark 6:23 – Herod should have told her that John the Baptist was in the half of the kingdom that she was not allowed to touch.

v.10) They were looking for Elijah to appear (Matt. 17:10,11; Matt. 27:46-49).  Many people thought that John was Elijah, but he denied it (John 1:19-21).  Jesus said that John WAS Elijah (Matt. 17:12,13).  This thing of expecting Elijah to come is because of the last OT saying, “…I will send you Elijah…before the…day of the Lord.”  (Malachi 4:5)

v.11) In Rev. 11:7-8, Elijah has his head cut off (the method of execution during the tribulation is decapitation – Rev. 20:4).  If the Jews had received the kingdom, then John would have been Elijah (Luke 1:17) and risen from this death of having his head cut off.

v.14) Seeing the multitudes moving toward a lake of fire step-by-step should move a Christian to compassion.  

v.15) This account of the feeding of the 5,000 is recorded in all four Gospels and many important events were only recorded in one or two.  It is in Mark 6:30-44, Luke 9:10-17, and John 6:1-14.  

*Here the word “desert” does not refer to a place of sand because John 6:10 says it was a place of “grass.”  The word “desert” refers to a “deserted” place.  That is why there was no place to buy food.  But God used this word in this way for a reason.  During the tribulation, God will feed the Jews in a desert, rock city called Sela Petra.  The passage is very significant because it prophesies of God’s miraculous feeding of Israel in the tribulation.  Satan’s first temptation for Jesus was to “turn stones to bread.”  All three of the temptations in Matthew 4 are connected to the Second Advent (Hosea 2:14-15; Micah 7:14; Malachi 3:1,2; Rev. 12:6,14).  

*The word “victuals” in the verse refers to “bread” according to Matt. 14:17 and Mark 6:36.     

v.17)  John 6:9 says that the food was not even theirs.  The food belonged to a small boy.

v.19) Mark 6:39-40 says that he made them sit down in “ranks” or “rows,” so that it would be easier to pass out the bread.  

SPIRITUAL APPLICATION for “Reaching the Multitudes”:

1. He told the disciples to FEED them (the word of God).

2. They had NOTHING.

3. They had to give the little bit they had to JESUS.

4. He had to BREAK it (a crucified life).

5. The LORD blessed it and MULTIPLIED it.

v.20) When something is given to Jesus Christ the end is MORE than the beginning.  John 6:15-16 says that they wanted to make Him KING because He could feed them.  They love the “provisions” more than the “Provider.”  This motive did not please the Lord (John 6:26).

 v.21) In many Bible accounts only the men are counted, but the women and children were not counted in the number.  If this system were used today in local churches, then it would stop a lot of the boasting about attendance that takes place.  It never sounds as good when you just give the number of adult men, instead of giving the total number of all people that attended the service.      

v.22) Here Christ is moving east to west.  The great missionary and evangelistic efforts in church history were east to west movements from Palestine to Europe to the Americas and back around the globe.  

*Jesus moved from the northeast shore of Galilee to Capernaum.

v.23) The Jewish night is divided into four watches.  The first watch is spoken about in this verse.  It is from 18:00 hours to 21:00 hours and is called “the evening.”

Four “Watches” of the Jewish Night (Mark 13:35):

1. Evening (18:00-21:00)

2. Midnight (21:00-24:00)

3. Cockcrowing (24:00-03:00)

4. Morning (03:00-06:00)

*The Church Age is also divided into these four watches (the 2,000 yrs. is divided into four periods of 500 each).  We are obviously near the end of the forth watch.  Right now, Christ is in heaven praying (as in the passage) and he has sent us to “the other side” (see v. 22).  THEN…

vv.24-25) In the forth watch (the morning), He will come to us across “the water.”  There is water that is above and below “the firmament” according Gen. 1:6-8.  This is NOT the water that is upon the earth.  It was created and separated from the dry land in Gen. 1:9-10.  When Jesus Christ returns at the Rapture, He will come back THROUGH this water above the heavens (Psalm 148:4).

v.26) Here the word “spirit” is used like the word “ghost.”  They thought the same thing when they saw Him after the resurrection (Luke 24:37-38).

v.27) This is what He said when He came up from the dead.

vv.28-29) Peter gets blamed a lot for his failure and lack of faith, but he had more faith than the other disciples.  He was the only one that got out of the boat.  

v.30) When the storm arises in your life, don’t look at the wind.  Look at the Creator of the wind (Heb. 12:1-3).  You can KNOW that clouds and wind are there, but not become distracted with studying them.  You have to stay focused on Jesus Christ, lost souls, Heaven, Hell, etc.  When you have opposition from enemies, do not study them.  When you have bad circumstances, do not dwell on them.  See Eccl. 11:4-6.

v.31) Salvation is immediate.  

vv.32-33)  Notice that Jesus Christ NEVER denied worship (John 20:27-28), as angels deny it (Rev. 22:8-9).  This is more proof that He was God manifest in the flesh.  The only other possibility is that He broke the OT Law and was a blasphemer by receiving worship.  The people and cults that deny Christ being Jehovah are not so bold as to say, “He was a blasphemer and a liar.”  They KNOW that Jesus was not a bad man.  They try to take the middle position and say, “He was a good man, but He was not God.”  That position cannot possibly be correct.  He is Jehovah or He is a liar and a blasphemer because He claimed to be God and received worship as God.  WHERE DOES THIS LEAVE THE POPE who receives reverence and worship?  He is a liar and a blasphemer.

v.34) Gennesaret is also called Tiberias, Galilee, and Chinnereth in the Bible.

vv.35-36) Notice that EVERY person was healed.  There were no failures.  Also, notice that Christ did not run around hitting people on the forehead and knocking them down.  These people came and touched His clothes and were healed.  No modern, so-called “healers” try to duplicate this.

