BIBLE BAPTIST CHURCH

ADVANCED DISCIPLESHIP COURSE

LESSON 1

THE KINGDOM
THE THEME OF THE BIBLE

As you have already learned, there is no way you will ever learn the entire Bible.  So each time you read the Bible, there are many things that God can teach you.  I sincerely hope at this point in your Christian life, you have seen the importance of reading the Bible every day of your life.  As you continually read through your Bible in its entirety, you will see that there is one main idea or theme that is constantly being mentioned.  Starting in the book of Genesis all the way through the book of Revelation, the Bible repeatedly talks about the kingdom.  In other words, since the beginning of time, everyone’s main focus has been on who is running the world or certain parts of the world.  In this lesson, we are going to look throughout the Bible at what God has said about this very important theme, the kingdom.  

TWO KINGDOMS

In the Bible, there are two different kingdoms that are mentioned.  These two kingdoms are the kingdom of heaven and the kingdom of God.  The Bible says in Matthew 4:17, “From that time Jesus began to preach, and to say, Repent: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.”  Then in Mark 1:15, we find Jesus saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand: repent ye, and believe the gospel.”  If you will check the context, you will find that Jesus said both of these things at the beginning of his public ministry.  Although the statements are similar, it is very important that you realize these two kingdoms are NOT the same!  

DIFFERENCES BETWEEN THE KINGDOMS

The kingdom of heaven is a physical, earthly kingdom that you can see.  The kingdom of God is the exact opposite of that.  The kingdom of God is a spiritual kingdom that you cannot see.  First of all, look at what the Bible says in Matthew 11:12 about the kingdom of heaven.  It says there, “And from the days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven suffereth violence, and the violent take it by force.”  Many people in the world today teach that the kingdom of heaven is the same thing as the place where God lives now, what we know as heaven.  Heaven and the kingdom of heaven are completely different.  Look at the verse I just quoted.  He said that violent people could take the kingdom of heaven by force.  If the kingdom of heaven is the same as heaven, then that means an army of men with guns and other weapons could attack heaven and take it away from God!  That is outrageous to even think such a thing.  The kingdom of heaven is a piece of land that has a man ruling over it as king somewhere on this earth.    

The kingdom of God, as I have already stated, is the opposite of the kingdom of heaven.  The kingdom of God is a spiritual kingdom that is invisible.  Jesus said in Luke 17:20-21, “And when he was demanded of the Pharisees, when the kingdom of God should come, he answered them and said, The kingdom of God cometh not with observation: neither shall they say, Lo here! or, lo there!  for, behold, the kingdom of God is within you.”  The kingdom of God would have to be a spiritual one because God is a Spirit. (John 4:24)  There is an obvious connection between the kingdom of God and the Holy Spirit.  You can see this from Matthew 12:28, which says, “But if I cast out devils by the Spirit of God, then the kingdom of God is come unto you.”  Just like the Spirit of God is not able to be seen, the kingdom of God is not able to be seen.  

When you put your faith in Jesus Christ to save your soul, you received the Holy Spirit.  The Bible says you are now the temple of God because the Spirit of God lives within you. (1 Corinthians 3:16)  Remember, Jesus said that the kingdom of God is within you.  With that in mind, look at what Paul said in Romans 14:17.  Paul said there, “For the kingdom of God is not meat and drink; but righteousness, peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost.”  Notice that Paul said the kingdom of God is not anything physical like meat and drink, but rather this kingdom is concerning spiritual things like righteousness, peace, and joy which you cannot see!  All of those spiritual things mentioned are results of a person having the Holy Spirit living inside their body.  So when you receive the Holy Ghost, you receive the spiritual, invisible kingdom of God at the same time. 

For simple proof that there is a difference between these two kingdoms, just think along with me.  Who created heaven?  The Bible says that God did.  Then God and heaven are two different things!  As one wise old preacher has said before, “You know they are not the same because they are spelled different.”  These two kingdoms cannot be the same because God and heaven are not the same thing.  

Before we proceed with the rest of this lesson, let us first clearly define these two kingdoms.  The kingdom of heaven is an earthly kingdom with a man as its king that is doing the will of God.  Notice what Jesus says about the kingdom of heaven in Matthew 6:10.  There Jesus said, “Thy kingdom come.  Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven.”  In the millennium, God will establish the kingdom of heaven.  Then Jesus Christ will be the King of the world and God’s will shall be done on earth as it is currently done in heaven.  The kingdom of God is a spiritual kingdom that is present when the righteousness of God is present, thus allowing God to have control.  The Bible says in Matthew 6:33, “But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you.”  The only way a person can receive the righteousness of God is to receive the Holy Spirit into their body.  As you have already seen in Romans 14:17, “For the kingdom of God is…righteousness, peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost.”  Once the kingdom of God is inside of someone, then God is able to reign in that person’s heart.  For instance, Paul said in Romans 5:21, “That as sin hath reigned unto death, even so might grace reign through righteousness unto eternal life by Jesus Christ our Lord.”
HISTORY OF THE TWO KINGDOMS

BOTH KINGDOMS LOST

In the beginning of time, we know that God created the heaven and the earth and placed man upon his creation.  In Genesis 1:28, God told Adam and Eve, “Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth, and subdue it: and have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over every living thing that moveth upon the earth.”  God put Adam in complete control over everything on the earth.  Therefore, we can safely say that Adam is the “king” over God’s creation at this point.  Adam was the first king over the kingdom of heaven.  He was an earthly man placed as king over a physical piece of land who was doing the will of God.  

That is not the only kingdom Adam was given at the creation though. When God created Adam, the Bible says that he was made in the image and likeness of God. (Genesis 1:26)  You should remember from our previous discipleship course that Adam was created with three parts, just like God has three parts.  But Adam was also made perfectly righteous without one sin at all, just like God!  Because Adam was made with the same righteousness that God has, sinless perfection, that means Adam also had the kingdom of God. 

The devil, ever since he fell from his original position above the throne of God, (Ezekiel 28:14) has wanted to take the place of God as king of the universe.  The devil was jealous of the authority of God and he wanted to have the attention that God was receiving. (Isaiah 14:13-14 and 2 Thessalonians 2:4) When God created man and made that man the king over all His creation, this further added to the envy the devil had in his heart.  This had to have been an insult to the devil.  The devil was the most beautiful of all of God’s creations (Ezekiel 28:12-15), and now for a lowly man that was made out of dust to be in charge of the entire world was a slap in the face of Satan.  

As we continue reading our Bibles, we come to Genesis 3.  In this chapter, we find that the devil tricked Eve into eating the fruit from the tree of knowledge of good and evil.  After that, Adam ate the forbidden fruit as well.  For the first time in Adam’s life, he had disobeyed God and sinned.  Obviously, because he had sinned, Adam no longer had perfect righteousness, and therefore he lost the kingdom of God.  This must have also been the time when Adam lost the kingdom of heaven and the devil gained authority over the kingdoms of the world.  The devil had found a way to fulfil his lust for authority and worship. The devil successfully attacked the king of the kingdom of heaven (Adam) and stole his kingdom.  Ever since that time, the kingdoms of the world have been under the control of the devil.  That is why the devil makes this statement in Luke 4:5-6.  The Bible says there, “And the devil, taking him up into an high mountain, shewed unto him all the kingdoms of the world in a moment of time.  And the devil said unto him, All this power will I give thee, and the glory of them: for that is delivered unto me; and to whomsoever I will I give it.”  And for this reason also, you find the devil called the “god of this world” in 2 Corinthians 4:4.  

OLD TESTAMENT

After the kingdom of God was lost in the garden of Eden, it did not show up again until Jesus Christ came to the earth.  All of mankind after Adam was made in the image and likeness of Adam and NOT the image of God. (Genesis 5:3)  Therefore, no one in the Old Testament could obtain the perfect righteousness of God, because every one was made with a sinful nature flowing through their veins.  

The kingdom of heaven at the time of Genesis 3 included all the earth.  This was given to the devil and the devil has been distributing the kingdoms to whomsoever he will ever since that time.  What could at one time have been called the kingdom of heaven was then turned into the kingdoms of the world or the kingdoms of the heathen.  Instead of having just one man as its king who was doing the will of God, this kingdom was divided into many different parts and many different heathen kings took possession of these lands, none of which was doing the will of God.  The kingdom of heaven disappeared until the time of Moses.

In Genesis 17:4-8, God made a promise to Abraham that one day he would be the father of many nations and many kings would come forth from him. (vs.6) God promised to give Abraham’s seed, through Isaac, the land of Canaan forever.  Most importantly, God said concerning that promised seed in vs.8, “…and I will be their God.”  This shows that the nation of Israel was going to be a kingdom on earth under the control of the One in heaven.  All of the necessary things are here for the kingdom of heaven to be present.  The land is promised, a king has been promised, and God said he would be their God.  God had also told Abraham that his seed would be servants in a strange land for 400 years, and then they would be delivered. (Genesis 15:13-14)  This brings us to the time of Moses, which is the time when God will fulfil his promises to Abraham.

When Moses showed up in the book of Exodus, God fulfilled the promise made to Abraham.  Moses was told to lead God’s people, Israel, out of Egypt.  After God had successfully brought Israel out of bondage, then he brought them to a place called Mount Sinai.  In Exodus 19:4-6 we find these words that God told Moses to tell the people of Israel.  God said, “Ye have seen what I did unto the Egyptians, and how I bare you on eagles’ wings, and brought you unto myself.  Now therefore, if ye will obey my voice indeed, and keep my covenant, then ye shall be a peculiar treasure unto me above all people: for all the earth is mine: and ye shall be unto me a kingdom of priests, and an holy nation.  These are the words which thou shalt speak unto the children of Israel.”  Now God is fulfilling his promise to Abraham made in Genesis 17.  God is about to bring the nation of Israel into the promise land.  As God’s chosen people, he was going to be their God and they would be his people.  God’s will was supposed to be done in this part of the earth, the land of Canaan (present day Israel).  This means that there would be an earthly kingdom with an earthly king (Moses-Deuteronomy 33:5), doing what God would tell them to do.    Remember, when Adam was created, he was given the whole earth to rule over and all the earth was the kingdom of heaven.  Now, God is giving Israel an opportunity to have the kingdom of heaven.  Only this time, the kingdom of heaven does not include the entire earth, but only the land that God gave to those people.  When Israel was doing all the things God told them to do, then the kingdom of heaven was present in Israel.  Unfortunately, Israel was not always obedient to the commandments of God.  Because of that, this earthly physical kingdom of heaven suffered violence.

KINGDOM OF HEAVEN SUFFERS VIOLENCE

God made himself very clear in Deuteronomy 28 and Leviticus 26, that if Israel would obey the laws of God and do God’s will, then they would be blessed in every way and they would be allowed to keep their physical kingdom.  If they disobeyed God, then God would punish them.  Instead of blessings, they would receive curses.  God would deliver them into the hand of their enemies and they would lose their kingdom, the kingdom of heaven.  Unfortunately, Israel decided to disobey God and for the rest of the Old Testament, we read about the kingdom of heaven suffering violence.  For periods of time, a man would arise that loved God and that man would lead the nation of Israel in the light of God’s word.  During which time God would bless the nation of Israel and establish their kingdom.  After enough time had gone by though, a wicked ruler would take over as king, and then God would bring a heathen king against Israel to punish them.  

As we finish the book of 2 Chronicles, we see that God had seen enough.  Repeatedly, God had shown mercy to his people, but they would constantly just stiffen their neck and harden their hearts.  Because of that, God delivered the kingdom into the hands of Nebuchadnezzar, the king of Babylon.  This began what is known as the time of the Gentiles. (Daniel 2:36-45, Luke 21:24, Romans 11:25) For the rest of the Old Testament, Israel would never again possess the kingdom of heaven.  

BOTH KINGDOMS OFFERED

In many places in the Old Testament, we can see prophecies that were made at various times concerning the coming of the Messiah.  The Messiah, many times referred to as the Holy One of Israel, would be the One to come to deliver the Jews from their enemies and give them both the kingdom of heaven and the kingdom of God.  The Messiah would become the King of the entire world and make Israel the head nation again.  There are over 500 verses in the Old Testament alone that deal with the coming of the Messiah.  Obviously, I cannot list them all here, but I do want to give you some of those verses so that you can read about this for yourself.  You can look up the following: Numbers 24:17, Deuteronomy 30:1-10, 1 Samuel 2:10, 2 Samuel 7:16, Psalm 2, Psalm 108:13, Psalm 110:2, Psalm 130:7-8, Psalm 131:11-18, Isaiah 2:1-5, Isaiah 9:6-7, Isaiah 11:10-12, Isaiah 43:1-7, Daniel 9:24-27, Joel 2:26-27, Amos 9:11-15, Micah 5:8-9, Zephaniah 3:14-20, Zechariah 8:21-23, Zechariah 14:16-21, and Malachi 4:2-6.
This brings us to the time of the Lord Jesus Christ.  When Jesus was born, it was quite clear that there was something special about this child.  The time when Mary was told about the plans God had for her, the angel told her, “And, behold, thou shalt conceive in thy womb, and bring forth a son, and shalt call his name JESUS.  He shall be great, and shall be called the Son of the Highest: and the Lord God shall give unto him the throne of his father David: and he shall reign over the house of Jacob for ever; and of his kingdom there shall be no end.” (Luke 1:31-33)  Even before Jesus was born the message was clear that one day he would have an earthly, physical kingdom.  After Jesus was born, the wise men from the east came to Jerusalem and said, “Where is he that is born King of the Jews?  for we have seen his star in the east, and are come to worship him.” (Matthew 2:2)  The nation of Israel was looking forward to their Messiah appearing and bringing back their kingdom.  This is very evident if you will read Matthew 2:6, Luke 1:67-75, Luke 2:25, and Luke 2:38.  What the Jews did not realize is that Jesus would be bringing with him not only the earthly, physical kingdom of heaven, but also the spiritual kingdom of God!  Jesus, the Messiah or the Christ, would be offering them both kingdoms.  
At this present day, we know there is a large space of time (over 2000 years) between the 1st Coming and the 2nd Coming of Christ.  We know about this gap of time because we are looking back at how the events of history have taken place.  Something that is very important to understand is that the 1st and 2nd Coming could have happened one right after another.  When Jesus came 2000 years ago, it is very true that he came to die for the sins of mankind.  That was prophesied in the Old Testament, therefore it had to happen.  Nevertheless, if the people of Israel would have accepted Jesus Christ as the Messiah, then Jesus would have risen from the dead and the great tribulation would have begun.  The antichrist would have risen to power, just as it is prophesied in the book of Daniel.  After a few years, the Lord Jesus Christ would have returned to the earth as King of kings and Lord of lords.  The 1000 year reign of Christ (millennium) would have started in approximately 36-40 AD.  History would have been completely different if the Jewish people would have accepted their Messiah.

BOTH KINGDOMS REJECTED

Remember, in the garden of Eden, the first Adam lost both kingdoms.  The last Adam, Jesus Christ, (1 Corinthians 15:45) came to give both of these kingdoms back to mankind.  Jesus Christ is the righteousness of God because Jesus never sinned.  At the same time, he is the King of kings and he is a real man who will sit on an earthly physical throne in Jerusalem one day ruling as King of the world.  When Jesus started his public ministry, he announced to the people that both the kingdom of heaven and the kingdom of God were at hand.  Both of these kingdoms were available to the nation of Israel if they would simply receive Jesus Christ as the Son of God, otherwise known as the Messiah.  

As we know, the nation of Israel as a whole rejected the Lord Jesus Christ as the Saviour of the world. (John 4:42)  The problem the Jews had is they were only expecting the Lord to establish a physical kingdom.  They were not ready to receive the righteousness that was going to go along with that physical kingdom.  The Jews did not realize that the kingdom of God was found IN a person, the Lord Jesus Christ.  Because the people did not want him, then they could not have the kingdom of God.  Because they were rejecting the kingdom of God, they could not have the kingdom of heaven either.  They were rejecting their King, so they obviously could not have their kingdom.  If the Lord God Almighty is going to reign over a physical kingdom, then the citizens of that kingdom need to have the righteousness only the kingdom of God can offer.  Jesus said, “Seek ye FIRST the kingdom of God, and his righteousness…” (Matthew 6:33)  The first thing God wanted his people to do was receive the righteousness that makes the kingdom of God possible.  The only way those people could have received the righteousness that God requires was to accept Jesus as the Messiah.  

When Jesus went to the cross, the Jewish people made it very clear they were not ready for the kingdom the Lord wanted to give them.  In John 19:14-15, Jesus was presented before an angry mob of Jews, and Pilate said, “Behold your King!”  To this the mob answered, “Away with him, away with him, crucify him.”  Pilate then said, “Shall I crucify your King?”  The chief priests quickly replied, “We have no king but Caesar.”  Just a few verses later, the Bible records what Pilate put on the cross.  The title said, “JESUS OF NAZARETH THE KING OF THE JEWS.”  Again the chief priests voiced their opinion and said in John 19:21, “Write not, The King of the Jews; but that he said, I am King of the Jews.”  When Israel rejected their Messiah, they rejected both kingdoms because both kingdoms were possible through the Lord Jesus Christ.

Even after the resurrection of Christ, God showed his abundant mercy again, and gave the Jews another opportunity to receive both kingdoms.  In Acts 1-7, God is dealing only with the nation of Israel.  No one is sent to a Gentile until Acts 8.  Remember the apostles were told not to preach to anyone but Jews. (Matthew 10:5-7)  They had been preaching for over three years that the kingdom of heaven was at hand.  So in Acts 1:6, the apostles ask Christ, “Lord, wilt thou at this time restore again the kingdom to Israel?”  The few Jews that had accepted Jesus as the Messiah were still expecting Christ to take over as King of the world.  They did not realize there would be a space of time spanning about 2000 years between the 1st and 2nd Coming of Christ.  Until Acts 7, it was still possible the there would be no gap between the two Comings of Christ.  

Peter in Acts 2 preached ONLY to a group of Jews. (Acts 2:5, 14, 22, 36)  His preaching proved to them that they had just killed the Messiah.  They believed the preaching of Peter, so they repented and were baptized.  In Acts 3, Peter preached ONLY to Jews again. (Acts 3:12)  Again, Peter’s message was showing the men of Israel that they had crucified their Messiah.  Notice carefully what Peter said in Acts 3:19-21.  Peter tells the people to repent so that there sins can be blotted out when the Lord comes back!  It says there, “Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out, when the times of refreshing shall come from the presence of the Lord; and he shall send Jesus Christ, which before was preached unto you: whom the heaven must receive until the times of restitution of all things, which God hath spoken by the mouth of all his holy prophets since the world began.”  Peter did not realize that when a person receives Jesus Christ as their Saviour, all their sins are washed away.  No one knew about that until it was revealed to the apostle Paul after Acts 9. (see also Galatians 1:12)  Peter was expecting the Lord to come back any day and restore the kingdom to Israel!  

In Acts 7 Stephen delivers a sermon aimed directly at the people of Israel.  By the end of the message, the people were under great conviction.  The Jews decided to kill Stephen instead of admitting their faults, and that decision changed the entire course of history.  Notice in Acts 7:55, Jesus is standing on the right hand of God.  Careful now, it does not say he is sitting, but standing.  Remember, the Bible says after Jesus “had offered one sacrifice for sins for ever, sat down on the right hand of God.” (Hebrews 10:12)  The Bible is very clear that Jesus Christ is sitting down at the right hand of God.  However, because Jesus is standing at the end of Stephen’s sermon, it shows us that the Lord was ready to leave heaven again and come back the second time.  Notice what the Bible says in James 5:8-9.  It says there, “Be ye also patient; stablish your hearts: for the coming of the Lord draweth nigh…behold, the judge standeth before the door.”  If the Jews would have repented under the preaching of Stephen and accepted Jesus as the Messiah, then the Lord could have come back, raptured the few that were already saved and in the body of Christ, the antichrist would have arose, the seven-year period of tribulation would have begun, and then finally Jesus would have come back to the earth and established both the kingdom of heaven and the kingdom of God.  Because they rejected the preaching of Stephen, Jesus sat back down and he will remain seated until the Rapture.  

THE KINGDOM OF GOD IS PRESENT AGAIN

Because the Jews rejected the light God was giving them, God turned from the Jews as a nation and sent His light to the Gentiles.  Allow me to say this though, that God’s turning away from Israel is only temporary.  One day, God will turn again to his people, Israel. (Romans 11:25, Isaiah 11:11)  But ever since Acts 8, God has been sending the truth of the gospel primarily to the Gentiles.  The kingdom of heaven will not show up again until Jesus comes back as King of Kings and Lord of Lords in the millennium.  God’s promise about the kingdom of heaven was given to Israel.  Because God is not currently dealing with Israel, the kingdom of heaven is not possible.  Even though God postponed the coming of the kingdom of heaven, the kingdom of God has been present ever since the book of Acts began.  

Jesus said in John 3:3, “Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.”  We know that if a person wants to be born again they need to receive new life.  In order to do that, they simply need to receive the Lord Jesus Christ as their Saviour, because Jesus is life. (John 14:6)  When a person places faith in Christ to save them, then they receive the Holy Spirit. (Galatians 3:14)  Now look at what Jesus said in John 3:6.  He said there, “That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit.”  Being born again means the Spirit of God comes inside your body and joins your spirit with the Lord Jesus, thus joining you with eternal life.  At this point, it is very important that you remember the kingdom of God is in the Holy Ghost.  Remember the Bible says in Romans 14:17, “For the kingdom of God is not meat and drink; but righteousness, peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost.”  When you received the Holy Spirit into your body, you also received the kingdom of God. (Luke 17:20-21)  Paul refers to this spiritual kingdom in Colossians 1:13, where he says, “Who hath delivered us from the power of darkness, and hath translated us into the kingdom of his dear Son.”  

When someone receives Jesus as their Saviour, they are receiving something that Adam lost in the garden of Eden.  Remember, Adam lost the perfect righteousness found in the kingdom of God.  He lost the image of God when he sinned.  Now look at what the Bible says in 2 Corinthians 4:4.  It says that Christ is the image of God. (“…Christ, who is the image of God…”)  When someone receives Christ, that person is receiving the image that Adam lost!  So when you get saved, God gives you back the righteousness that Adam lost.  In so doing, you also receive the kingdom of God.  God has been doing this ever since the apostles received the Spirit of God in Acts 2.  Up until the time of the Rapture, Jesus will continue to receive people into the kingdom of God when they become born again. (Luke 19:12)  Only a few short years after Jesus takes all the saved people home to heaven, both kingdoms will be present again. 

BOTH KINGDOMS WILL BE PRESENT

In the near future, Jesus will take all of the saved people home to heaven.  Following that, there will be seven years of tribulation on the earth.  At the end of those seven years, the Lord will come again from heaven.  Our destination will be the valley of Megiddo where the battle of Armageddon will be fought.  Jesus Christ will tread down his enemies under his feet.  (Revelation 19:11-16, Revelation 16:16, Revelation 14:20)  At this point, the Bible says in Revelation 11:15, “And the seventh angel sounded; and there were great voices in heaven, saying, The kingdoms of this world are become the kingdoms of our Lord, and of his Christ; and he shall reign for ever and ever.” 

The devil has been controlling the kingdoms of this world ever since the fall of Adam.  But at the 2nd Coming of Christ, the devil will be defeated and Jesus will take the kingdoms of this world from him.  Jesus will sit down on the throne of his father, David, and will run the world from Jerusalem.  Once again, the entire earth will be run by one man who will be doing the will of God, therefore the kingdom of heaven will be present.  At the same time, the kingdom of God will be present because Jesus is perfectly righteous.  Read carefully these following verses from the book of Jeremiah and I am sure you will see both kingdoms mentioned.  The Bible says in Jeremiah 23:5-6, “Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that I will raise unto David a righteous Branch, and a King shall reign and prosper, and shall execute judgment and justice in the earth.  In his days Judah shall be saved, and Israel shall dwell safely:  and this is his name whereby he shall be called, THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS.”  

Because both of these kingdoms are present during the millennium, you will find some places in the gospels where the phrases “kingdom of heaven” and “kingdom of God” are used interchangeably.  For instance, in Matthew 8:11, Jesus said, “And I say unto you, That many shall come from the east and west, and shall sit down with Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob, in the kingdom of heaven.”  Then in Luke’s gospel, in Luke 13:29, Jesus said, “And they shall come from the east, and from the west, and from the north, and from the south, and shall sit down in the kingdom of God.”  Both statements are very true, because Jesus knows that both kingdoms are going to be present at the same time.  When the kingdom of heaven finally does appear, the kingdom of God will be with it.  Therefore, there are places in the Bible where the period of time we know as the millennium is referred to as either the kingdom of heaven or the kingdom of God.  

When the Lord comes back, paradise will be restored.  Both kingdoms will be present and Jesus Christ will reign as the King for 1000 years.  After 1000 years, the heaven and the earth will pass away. (Revelation 20:11)  Jesus Christ will still be the King of Kings and God will still be reigning spiritually in the hearts of the people that were born again.  Both kingdoms will still be in effect.  There is a period of time where the Lord will judge all of the unsaved people, and then he will create a new heaven and a new earth. (Revelation 20:12-21:1)  God will continue reigning in both a physical and spiritual way.  The kingdom of heaven will never suffer violence again and the kingdom of God is in no danger because all sin will be removed.  For the rest of eternity, we will be able to enjoy the presence of God like the Lord had originally planned in the garden of Eden.  

