BIBLE BAPTIST CHURCH

ADVANCED DISCIPLESHIP COURSE

LESSON 2

MYSTERIES OF THE FAITH

NEW TESTAMENT DOCTRINE

The Bible says in 1 Corinthians 4:1-2, “Let a man so account of us, as of the ministers of Christ, and stewards of the mysteries of God.  Moreover it is required in stewards, that a man be found faithful.”  Every preacher living after the resurrection of Christ will one day give an account of how faithfully they handled the mysteries of God.  Unfortunately, most ministers today cannot even tell you one of the mysteries that Christ revealed in the New Testament.  There are six mysteries that were revealed to the apostle Paul and one additional mystery was revealed to John in the book of Revelation.  These seven mysteries make up what a New Testament Christian should believe and defend as the truth.  

Before we look at all of these mysteries individually, allow me to explain what a mystery is.  A mystery is similar to a secret.  A mystery is a piece of knowledge that is hidden and cannot be understood until explained by one who has understanding of that particular secret or mystery.  Paul explains it this way in Ephesians 3:3-5, “How that by revelation he made known unto me the mystery; (as I wrote afore in few words, whereby, when ye read, ye may understand my knowledge in the mystery of Christ) which in other ages was not made known unto the sons of men, as it is now revealed unto his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit.”  There were certain things about the New Testament that no one knew until God revealed those things by his Spirit to his apostles.  The mysteries that were revealed are as follows:

1) The Rapture (1 Corinthians 15:51)

2) The Body of Christ (Ephesians 3:2-7, Ephesians 5:32)

3) The Indwelling Christ (Colossians 1:27)

4) Godliness (1 Timothy 3:16)

5) Iniquity (2 Thessalonians 2:7)
6) The Restoration of Israel (Romans 11:25)
7) Babylon the Great in a Religious Form (Revelation 17:5)
THE RAPTURE

Paul says in 1 Corinthians 15:51, “Behold, I shew you a mystery; We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed.”  We have covered in detail this mystery in the discipleship course you should have already completed.  Lesson 4 of that course was about the 2nd Coming of Christ and we talked about the Lord Jesus Christ coming to take all the saved people off of the earth.  This is called a mystery because no one in the Old Testament knew something like this was going to happen.  This only applies to New Testament believers; therefore it was kept a secret until the New Testament was established. 

THE BODY OF CHRIST

Paul mentions this mystery in three separate places in the book of Ephesians.  In Ephesians 3:3, Paul tells us that a mystery was revealed to him.  Then in vs.6, Paul explains this mystery by saying, “That the Gentiles should be fellowheirs, and of the same body, and partakers of his promise in Christ by the gospel.”  Again, in Ephesians 5 Paul tells us that saved people are members of Christ’s body. (vs.30) Then in vs.32, Paul says, “This is a great mystery: but I speak concerning Christ and the church.”  In Ephesians 2:11-22, Paul gives a long discussion about both Jews and Gentiles being in the same body, although he does not call it a mystery in that chapter.  This mystery has been talked about in two different lessons in the discipleship course.  We briefly mentioned the body of Christ in the lesson about baptism and then more information was given in the lesson concerning the universal and local church.  

Again allow me to state that no one in the Old Testament knew that both Jews and Gentiles could ever become one in any kind of a body.  In the Old Testament, Israel was told not to have fellowship with the Gentiles.  Both of these groups being in the same body would have been the last thing someone would have thought about.  When Christ died on the cross, he took the laws and ordinances that were given to Israel out of the way. (Colossians 2:14) After that, it was possible for both a Jew and a Gentile to be saved the same way.  God did show Peter that a Gentile, Cornelius, could receive the Holy Spirit just like a Jew in Acts 10.  But not even Peter understood perfectly everything that had happened when Cornelius got saved.  Peter only knew that a Gentile had received the Holy Spirit.  Peter did not know that a spiritual circumcision (Colossians 2:11) had taken place.  Peter did not know that Cornelius had been baptized by the Spirit of God into the body of Christ. (1 Corinthians 12:13)  Peter did not know that the blood of Jesus Christ could wash away all of a person’s sins. (Acts 3:19-21) All of this was revealed to him later through the teaching of the apostle Paul.  (Galatians 2:1-14, Acts 15:1-11, 2 Peter 3:15-16)
THE INDWELLING CHRIST

The Bible says in Colossians 1:27, “To whom God would make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles; which is Christ in you, the hope of glory.”  The mystery we just discussed above talks about you being in the body of Christ.  Now this mystery talks about Christ being in your body.  No one in the Old Testament could possibly believe that God would live inside of someone’s body.  Solomon said in 1 Kings 8:27, “But will God indeed dwell on the earth?  behold, the heaven and heaven of heavens cannot contain thee; how much less this house that I have builded?”  King Solomon did not even think God could live in the temple he had just built, let alone in a person’s body!  This was a secret to everyone in the Old Testament.

But when the New Testament is being established, it becomes clear how this is possible.  Paul says in 1 Corinthians 3:16, “Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you?”  Now we know how it is that Jesus Christ can live in our bodies.  He is inside a believer in the form of the Holy Spirit.  Even in Philippians 1:19, the Spirit is called, “…the Spirit of Jesus Christ.”  That is why Jesus said in John 14:18, “I will not leave you comfortless: I will come to you.”  In that passage, Jesus was talking about sending the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, to his disciples, but then Jesus said, “I will not leave you…I will come to you.”  Jesus knew that he was going to come to his disciples in the form of the Holy Spirit.  Therefore, Jesus could safely say to his apostles, “…and, lo, I am with you always, even unto the end of the world. Amen.” (Matthew 28:20)  

GODLINESS

This mystery was certainly hidden from anyone in the Old Testament and several people in the world today still have trouble believing what the scriptures say about it.  In 1 Timothy 3:16, Paul said, “And without controversy great is the mystery of godliness: God was manifest in the flesh, justified in the Spirit, seen of angels, preached unto the Gentiles, believed on in the world, received up into glory.”  Jesus Christ is the mystery of godliness.  Jesus was justified in the Spirit when he was raised from the dead. (1 Peter 3:18, Romans 1:4)  There were angels all around the tomb of Jesus after he rose from the dead. (Matthew 28:2-7, Mark 16:5-8)  Jesus Christ has been preached unto the Gentiles for approximately 1970 years now.  People have believed on the Lord Jesus Christ for their salvation for the same amount of time just mentioned. (Acts 16:31)  The Bible records the ascension of Jesus Christ in the books of Mark, Luke, and Acts.  Obviously, I Tim 3:16 is talking about Jesus Christ.  Nevertheless, a lot of people have trouble admitting that Jesus was God manifest or made known in the flesh.  

This particular doctrine is commonly called the Deity of Christ.  This simply means that Jesus Christ is God.  The arguments against this doctrine are widespread.  For 1900 years, people have been arguing about this clear teaching in the word of God.  The arguments are too great in number to list here, but I do want to give some of the proof the Bible offers that Jesus Christ is God.

First of all, the Bible says in Isaiah 43:11, “I, even I, am the LORD; and beside me there is no saviour.”  This verse is very clear.  There is only one Saviour and it is Jehovah himself.  Let us look in the New Testament and see what the Bible says about our one and only Saviour.  In Titus 1:3, Paul mentions, “…God our Saviour.”  That goes along with the verse we read in Isaiah.  Jehovah is the Saviour…the only Saviour.  Now look at the next verse in Titus.  Titus 1:4 says, “…from God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ our Saviour.”  There is no way to twist what Paul has said in the book of Titus.  In vs.3, God is the Saviour.  In vs.4, Jesus Christ is the Saviour.  In Isaiah 43:11, the Bible says there is only ONE Saviour.  Therefore, Jesus Christ must be God.  If you make them two different beings, then you have two Saviours, and that cannot be possible.

Let us look now in Micah 5:2.  This verse contains one of the prophecies that was fulfilled when Jesus Christ came to the earth the first time.  The Bible says there, “But thou, Beth-lehem Ephratah, though thou be little among the thousands of Judah, yet out of thee shall he come forth unto me that is to be ruler in Israel; whose goings forth have been from of old, from everlasting.”  There is no doubt that this verse is talking about the Lord Jesus Christ.  Even the scribes that lived during the time of the birth of Christ knew that this verse was about him, as we can see from Matthew 2:6.  Notice carefully though at the end of Micah 5:2 that the Bible says this ruler is from everlasting.  That means Jesus Christ is eternal, thus making him God. Another proof that Jesus is God is found in John 1:1 which says, “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.”  Then in John 1:14 it says, “And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us…”  That “Word” is obviously Jesus Christ!  Again, John says in 1 John 5:20, “And we know that the Son of God is come, and hath given us an understanding, that we may know him that is true, and we are in him that is true, even in his Son Jesus Christ.  This is the true God, and eternal life.”  

Some people teach that Jesus Christ never claimed to be God.  This teaching is a result of not reading the Bible enough.  In John 10:30, Jesus made it very clear that he claimed to be God.  Jesus said there, “I and my Father are one.”  Different religions have many different ways of privately interpreting this verse.  They try to teach that Jesus simply meant that he had a lot of the same characteristics as his Father, and therefore if you watched Christ long enough, you could see his Father in him.  Rather than believe what religion says, let us simply look at what the Bible says.  Was Jesus claiming to be God when he made the statement found in John 10:30?  Look at John 10:31-33.  The Bible says there, “Then the Jews took up stones again to stone him.  Jesus answered them, Many good works have I shewed you from my Father; for which of those works do ye stone me?  The Jews answered him, saying, For a good work we stone thee not; but for blasphemy; and because that thou, being a man, makest thyself God.”  Jesus most definitely claimed to be God!

We could go on for pages looking at different verses that prove Jesus is God.  For the sake of time and space, allow me to give you one more passage that conclusively proves Jesus is God.  In Isaiah 54:4, we find these words written by the prophet saying, “Fear not; for thou shalt not be ashamed: neither be thou confounded; for thou shalt not be put to shame: for thou shalt forget the shame of thy youth, and shalt not remember the reproach of thy widowhood any more.”  Isaiah is talking to the nation of Israel in this verse.  In the Old Testament, Jehovah was married to Israel. (Jeremiah 3:20) The Bible is very clear that one day God will take Israel back and restore them again as being the greatest nation on the earth.  At that time, the Bible says they will remember their widowhood no more.  Let me ask you a question.  How does a woman become a widow?  Obviously, her husband has to die.  Since Israel is a widow, that means her husband has died.  Who is Israel’s husband?  Just look at Isaiah 54:5.  It says there, “For thy Maker is thine husband; the LORD of hosts is his name…”  Jehovah is Israel’s husband.  That means at some point in history, Jehovah died!  When could this possibly have taken place?  Almost 2000 years ago on a cross right outside of Jerusalem!  Jesus Christ is Jehovah.  

Many people have a problem with the teaching of a Trinity, or a triune God.  That simply means that there are three parts to one God.  Again, we will skip what religion has to say about this matter, and we will go directly to the scripture of truth for the answers.  The Bible says that every person in the world has three parts: a body, a soul, and a spirit. (1 Thessalonians 5:23)  Therefore, you are one man, but you have three parts.  Remember, we were made in the image and likeness of God. (Genesis 1:26)  Because there is one God with three parts, you were made as one person with three parts.  Just like you have a body, soul, and spirit; God has a body, a soul, and a spirit.  God’s body is the Lord Jesus Christ.  God has a soul, which is the Father.  God also has a spirit, and, of course, that is the Holy Spirit.  The Bible says in 1 John 5:7, “For there are three that bear record in heaven, the Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghost: and these three are one.”  Jesus is not the Father.  Jesus is not the Spirit.  The Spirit is not the Father.  All of these parts are different.  Nevertheless, Jesus is God, the Father is God, and the Spirit is God.  They are three different parts that make up the one and only true God!  

INIQUITY

This mystery is found in 2 Thessalonians 2:7, which reads, “For the mystery of iniquity doth already work: only he who now letteth will let, until he be taken out of the way.”  This mystery is similar to the one we have just discussed.  The mystery of godliness was God manifest in the flesh.  The mystery of iniquity is Satan manifest in the flesh.  Notice the next verse. 2 Thessalonians 2:8 says, “And then shall that Wicked be revealed…”  God has a Son, and we call him Christ.  The devil has a son, and he is called antichrist.  Even the scripture calls this man the son of perdition in 2 Thessalonians 2:3.  The mystery of iniquity has yet to be completely fulfilled up until this point in time.  Many times throughout history, we have seen the devil manifesting himself in various ways.  That is why Paul says the mystery of iniquity is already working.  You should realize though that this mystery will not be complete until this man of sin takes over the world in the time of the tribulation.  

The antichrist, as he is commonly referred to as, is one of the most talked about characters in the Bible.  The references about him are numerous, but I would like to list a few of them here.  For further study about this man you can read: Isaiah 14:4-23, Ezekiel 21:25-27, Daniel 7:15-28, Daniel 8:23-26, Daniel 9:24-27, Daniel 11:21-45, Matthew 24:5, Matthew 24:15, 2 Thessalonians 2:1-12, and Revelation 6-19.  

We have already discussed this person briefly in our study about the Second Coming of Christ, but I would like to give you some more detail about him at this point.  The antichrist will arise to power shortly after the Rapture.  The Bible says that he will conquer the world with peace. (Revelation 6:2 and Daniel 11:21)  In Daniel 8:25, Daniel is prophesying about the antichrist and he says, “…by peace he shall destroy many.”  Directly after the Rapture there will be chaos all over the world.  People will be trying to find answers to the sudden and numerous vanishings that have happened all over the world.  This will be the perfect time for the antichrist to rise to power and bring peace to everyone.  He will unite the world and make new policies that will enable all the nations of the world to abide together with peace.  Among his peace agreements, the antichrist will sign an agreement with the nation of Israel that will allow them (Israel) to live in their land safely for seven years.  (This seven year agreement is found in Daniel 9:27.  In that verse, the seven years is referred to as “one week”.  Sometimes in prophecy, God uses “days” to represents “years”. [see Number 14:34 and Ezekiel 4:5-6]  Because there are seven days in a week, those seven days refer to seven years in prophetical time.)  

Because of the agreement between Israel and this new world leader, Israel will experience a great peace that it has not known for a long time.  They will even be allowed to rebuild their temple and the sacrificing found in the Old Testament will come back into effect.  Because this man will do so much for the children of Israel, they will receive him as their Messiah.  This “false” Christ will deceive millions.  Jesus said in Matthew 24:24, “For there shall arise false Christs, and false prophets, and shall shew great signs and wonders; insomuch that, if it were possible, they shall deceive the very elect.”  The Jews will think their king and their kingdom have come back until the first three and a half years of the tribulation are complete.  Right in the middle of the seven-year agreement, the antichrist will be killed. (Revelation 13:3)  Amazingly enough, this “beast”, as the Bible calls him, will be raised from the dead through the power of Satan. (Revelation 13:3-4)  At this point, the devil’s power is given unto the beast and the antichrist will begin to persecute the Jewish people. (Revelation 12:13, 13:7)  The Bible says during the next three and a half years that follow, two thirds of the Jewish people are going to die.  The Bible says in Zechariah 13:8, “And it shall come to pass, that in all the land, saith the LORD, two parts therein shall be cut off and die; but the third shall be left therein.”  Because of the great power the devil is going to give to the antichrist, the whole world will worship the antichrist.  

The antichrist will continue his reign of terror until the time when the Lord Jesus Christ comes back to the earth.  In Revelation 19:20, we read about the end of this man of sin.  In vss. 15-19, the Bible describes the 2nd Coming of Christ, and then it says in vs.20, “And the beast was taken, and with him the false prophet that wrought miracles before him, with which he deceived them that had received the mark of the beast, and them that worshipped his image.  These both were cast alive into a lake of fire burning with brimstone.”  According to Paul, this will end the mystery of iniquity.  In 2 Thessalonians 2:7-9, Paul says, “For the mystery of iniquity doth already work: only he who now letteth will let, until he be taken out of the way.  And then shall that Wicked be revealed, whom the Lord shall consume with the spirit of his mouth, and shall destroy with the brightness of his coming: even him, whose coming is after the working of Satan with all power and signs and lying wonders.”

RESTORATION OF ISRAEL

The Bible says in Romans 11:25, “For I would not, brethren, that ye should be ignorant of this mystery, lest ye should be wise in your own conceits; that blindness in part is happened to Israel, until the fullness of the Gentiles be come in.”  This mystery is a very important subject that will help you understand the entire Bible.  Many false religions have started because the people who founded those religions did not understand how God is dealing with the nation of Israel.  This mystery is that God would TEMPORARILY stop dealing with Israel as a nation and deal mainly with Gentiles.  No one in the Old Testament would have even guessed something like this would have happened.  And that is the reason Paul calls it a mystery.  If the Jews would have received Jesus as their Messiah, then God would have kept dealing with them.  But because the Jews did not want God’s Son, the Lord put them aside and began dealing with the Gentiles.  If you look closely at the verse above, you can see Paul said that “blindness IN PART is happened to Israel…”  The blindness that Israel is suffering from right now is not a permanent blindness.  Rather, their eyes will be open again when Jesus comes back.  The Bible says in Romans 11:26, “And so all Israel shall be saved: as it is written, There shall come out of Sion the Deliverer, and shall turn away ungodliness from Jacob.”  

Many of the false religions in the world today teach that God is completely through with Israel.  They believe that because God’s wrath is on the nation of Israel right now that God will never again turn to them and help them.  They teach that Israel is no longer God’s chosen people.  At the same time, they teach that they have replaced Israel as the chosen people of God.  Because they believe this lie, without fail, each and every false religion proceeds to take all of the Old Testament promises that God gave to the nation of Israel, and apply those promises to themselves.  They become thieves of the promises of God!  They take something that does not belong to them! 

One thing is very clear in the Bible and that is that God is NOT completely done with the literal, physical seed of Jacob, the children of Israel.  The verses to prove this could literally go on for two or three pages.  I do however want to give you some of those verses in this lesson for your own reference and studying.  

First of all, look in Isaiah 11:11.  The Bible says there, “And it shall come to pass in that day, that the Lord shall set his hand again the second time to recover the remnant of his people…”  This is a very important verse.  It clearly explains that the Jews would be recovered two times.  The nation of Israel was first scattered around 606 B.C.  Later in 536 B.C., God brought them back into their homeland.  Again in 70 A.D., the Jews were dispersed into various countries throughout the world.  They have not yet been gathered back into their land the second time!  That means they have only been recovered ONCE!  The second recovering of Israel will happen in the future.  Therefore, God cannot be through with his people, the Jews.  

Another key passage to study in the scriptures is found in Jeremiah 33:19-26.  The Lord is talking there about his promises to David and to the nation of Israel.  Some of the people during the time of Jeremiah asked if God had cast away his people that they should not be a nation anymore. (vs.24) Look at the Lord’s reply in vss.25-26.  The Lord says there, “If my covenant be not with day and night, and if I have not appointed the ordinances of heaven and earth; then will I cast away the seed of Jacob, and David my servant, so that I will not take any of his seed to be rulers over the seed of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob: for I will cause their captivity to return, and have mercy upon them.”  A similar context is found in Jeremiah 31:36, which says, “If those ordinances depart from before me, saith the LORD, then the seed of Israel also shall cease from being a nation before me for ever.”  In order for the nation of Israel to be cast off forever from before God, you would have to stop the sun from coming up and the stars from shining!  Needless to say, that is not going to happen.  

Now, let’s look in the book of Leviticus.  In Leviticus 26, God is explaining what will happen to Israel if they disobey God’s commandments.  Much of the chapter talks about how God will punish them, but then in vs.44, God said, “And yet for all that, when they be in the land of their enemies, I will not cast them away, neither will I abhor them, to destroy them utterly, and to break my covenant with them: for I am the LORD their God.”  Even though God will punish his people for the sins they have committed, because God made a covenant with them, he will not cast them away.  Notice what Paul said in Romans 11:1.  The Bible says there, “I say then, Hath God cast away his people?  God forbid.  For I also am an Israelite, of the seed of Abraham, of the tribe of Benjamin.”  Paul makes it very clear that even after Israel rejected their Messiah, they are still God’s people.  At this time, God is punishing them by blinding them.  Nevertheless, in the near future, God will again turn to his people Israel and he will open their eyes to the truth.  Then all Israel shall be saved.  

When God was ready to call forth a deliverer to bring his people out of Egypt, he showed that man, Moses, a bush that burned with fire, yet it was not consumed. (Exodus 3:2)  God used this burning bush as a picture of the nation of Israel.  No nation on the earth has received as much trouble and persecution as Israel, yet they have never been completely destroyed from existence.  Why?  The Bible says in Malachi 3:6, “For I am the LORD, I change not; therefore ye sons of Jacob are not consumed.”  This verse clearly defines the reason the Jewish people have never been consumed.  God made some promises to Israel, and because God does not change, neither do his promises.  God promised them the land of Canaan and that He would be their God. (Genesis 17:8)  In the Bible, this is known as the everlasting covenant.  In Psalms 105:8-11, the Bible says, “He hath remembered his covenant for ever, the word which he commanded to a thousand generations.  Which covenant he made with Abraham, and his oath unto Isaac; and confirmed the same unto Jacob for a law, and to Israel for an everlasting covenant: saying, Unto thee will I give the land of Canaan, the lot of your inheritance.”  God’s covenant with Israel is everlasting; therefore, it still applies to the literal physical seed of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob even now today.

MYSTERY BABYLON-THE ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH

This mystery was the last one to be revealed by God, and it was given to the apostle John.  Very few people are familiar with this mystery, yet it is important to know what this passage is talking about in the word of God.  The Bible says in Revelation 17:5, “And upon her forehead was a name written, MYSTERY, BABYLON THE GREAT, THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH.”  John has been shown a woman riding on a scarlet colored beast.  After seeing this, he receives a description about both the woman and the beast for the rest of the chapter.  The beast is quite obviously the antichrist that we have spoken about earlier in this lesson.  As the chapter unfolds, it becomes obvious as well that the woman is the Roman Catholic church.  In order to prove this, let us examine the evidence.

In Revelation 17:1, the Bible says that the great whore is sitting upon many waters.  God tells us clearly what he means by that in vs.15.  The Bible says there, “And he saith unto me, The waters which thou sawest, where the whore sitteth, are peoples, and multitudes, and nations, and tongues.”  This whore can be found all over the world.  The word “catholic” means universal.  Any priest in the world will tell you that the Catholic church can be found all over the world!  In vs.2, John records that the kings of the earth have committed fornication with her and the inhabitants of the earth have become drunk with the wine of her fornication.  The Catholic church has always been involved with politics ever since that organization began in the fourth century.  For over a thousand years, the Roman Catholic church controlled the world because all of the kings of the earth were Catholics.  If they were not Catholics, they would be excommunicated and possibly killed.  It is also common knowledge that Catholics use wine as part of their mass.  

In vs.4, John receives more details about this woman.  She is said to be arrayed in purple and scarlet.  Anyone who has attended the Catholic church for any period of time in their lives knows that these two colors are very prominent in that church.   When a pope is installed in his office, five of the pieces of clothing he wears are made of scarlet!  At the same time, the new pope wears a vest covered with pearls, and a mitre that is adorned with gold and precious stones.  Why?  Because God said in Revelation 17:4, “And the woman was arrayed in purple and scarlet colour, and decked with gold and precious stones and pearls…”  The verse finishes up by saying, “…having a golden cup in her hand full of abominations and filthiness of her fornication.”  Again, if one has spent any time inside of a Catholic church, that person will be very familiar with the golden cup.  In the Catholic church this is called the “challis” and is used during the mass to hold what they say is the blood of Christ.  In reality it is alcoholic wine, which is capable of making someone drunk, just like the Bible said in vs.2!  

In vs.5 we have already seen that this organization is referred to as a “mother”.  For centuries, the Roman church has accepted the title of “Holy Mother Church”.  That title is found nowhere in the scriptures.  A careful student of the Bible knows that the church is the Bride of Christ and will one day, after the rapture, be joined to the Lord through marriage.  The church will be his wife, but never is the church of the New Testament referred to as a mother.  

Verse 6 tells us, “And I saw the woman drunken with the blood of the saints, and with the blood of the martyrs of Jesus…”  If you will study the history of the past 1700 years, you will quickly discover that the Roman Catholic church is responsible for the great majority of the deaths of the martyrs.  There have been a number of books written with information proving this, of which I will not quote here in this work.  If you wish the have further evidence of the killing done by the Catholic church you can obtain the following books: Foxes’ Book of Martyrs, Martyrs’ Mirror, or any work about the Inquisition.  

Verse 6 is completed when John said, “…and when I saw her, I wondered with great admiration.”  Many Catholic scholars try to do away with this 17th chapter of the book of Revelation by saying that the Rome being spoken of in the chapter is the pagan Rome of the past.  Keep in mind that John was exiled to the isle of Patmos by the Roman empire, which is the pagan Rome those scholars are speaking of.  If John was writing about the pagan Rome of the past, then why would he be amazed at the things that he was seeing.  Those things would have been obvious to him because he was an eyewitness to all of it.  Rather, the things John was witnessing concerned the Rome of the future, and that of religious or we can say, Papal Rome.  

Further proof that the woman is Rome can be found by comparing vss.9 and 18.  In vs.9, the Bible says, “And here is the mind that hath wisdom.  The seven heads are seven mountains, on which the woman sitteth.”  The Bible goes on to define itself by saying in vs.18, “And the woman which thou sawest is that great city, which reigneth over the kings of the earth.”  The woman is a city and she sits upon seven mountains.  There is only one place on earth that fits that description and that is Rome!  

The reason the Roman Catholic church is called Babylon the Great in a mystery form is clear once you understand how the ancient Babylonians used to worship.  They had a system claiming to possess the highest knowledge and to be able to reveal the deepest of secrets…just like the Catholic priesthood of today.  The ancient Babylonians required someone who wanted to become a member of their system to confess to a priest first.  After doing so, that priest had the person under his power…just like the Catholic priesthood of today.  The ancient Babylonians claimed that once you became a member of their religion, you were no longer an Assyrian, Egyptian, or Babylonian, but rather you were now a part of a mystical brotherhood.  At that point, you were placed under the authority of a Pontiff or “High Priest”, whose word was the final authority in any matter…just like the pope of the Catholic church today.  As time went on this Babylonian system of worship was transferred to various cities and soon was adopted by Rome.  For much greater detail you can read the book The Two Babylons by a man named Hyslop who does a wonderful job of documenting all the similarities between Babylon and Rome.  

STAY FAITHFUL

I want to finish this lesson by reminding you of the words found in 1 Corinthians 4:2, where Paul said, “Moreover it is required in stewards, that a man be found faithful.”  In the passage, Paul says he is a steward of the mysteries of God.  If you have received the truth of these Biblical mysteries, it is now your responsibility to go and teach others also.  Be careful that you are not selfish about the knowledge God gives you, but rather you try to let the light shine that God has given you.  If you stay faithful to learning and putting out the truth, you will both save yourself and those that hear you from false doctrine! (1 Timothy 4:16)
