BIBLE BAPTIST CHURCH

ADVANCED DISCIPLESHIP COURSE

LESSON 3

THE GOSPELS
WHAT IS THE GOSPEL?

The gospel is a term that has been applied to many different ideas throughout history.  In this lesson I want to show you from the Bible exactly what the Bible says about the gospel.  The word “gospel” is easy to understand.  It means “good news”.  Some people say that the good news is the entire story of the Bible.  Others teach that the good news is what Jesus was preaching while he was on the earth.  And yet others say that the gospel is that God loves us.  What is the real gospel?  If you will carefully study your Bible, you will find there are six different gospels found inside of the word of God.  These gospels are:

1) The Gospel of the Grace of God

2) The Gospel of the Kingdom

3) The Gospel of the Circumcision

4) The Everlasting Gospel

5) The Gospel of the Land of Canaan

6) The Gospel of the Blessing of Abraham.

Let me quickly point out something that Paul said in Galatians 1:8.  Paul said there, “But though we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel unto you than that which we have preached unto you, let him be accursed.”   Just to emphasize his point, Paul repeats this statement again in vs.9.  Paul is very clear that there is only one gospel.  Nevertheless, I plan to show you from the scriptures that there is in truth six gospels.  How can I make such a statement after seeing what Paul said in Galatians?  You will need to think back to the very first lesson in the Discipleship Course.  The statement was made that God deals with different people at different times in different ways.  Therefore we should rightly divide the word of truth.  Paul is absolutely right that there is only one gospel that should be preached…during the New Testament time of the church!  Paul is preaching about the death, burial, and resurrection of Christ.  How could anyone in the Old Testament preach about that?  How could Jesus or the apostles have preached about his death in Matthew, Mark, Luke, or John until he died?  It would have been impossible.  Nevertheless, you can read that Jesus and the apostles were preaching the gospel while Jesus was on the earth all through the four gospel accounts.  The question that needs to be answered is which gospel were they preaching?  They were preaching a different gospel than we preach now in today’s world.  In this lesson, we will try to rightly divide the word of truth and place all of these gospels in their proper context.

THE GOSPEL OF THE GRACE OF GOD

The Bible says in Acts 20:24, “But none of these things move me, neither count I my life dear unto myself, so that I might finish my course with joy, and the ministry, which I have received of the Lord Jesus, to testify the gospel of the grace of God.”  The gospel that Paul, the apostle to the Gentiles during the New Testament time of the church, was preaching was called the gospel of the grace of God.  It has this name because of the emphasis that is placed on God’s grace during this time in history.  From the time when Jesus rose from the dead until this very day, a man can be saved simply by receiving Jesus Christ as his personal Saviour.  The Bible says in Ephesians 2:8, “For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God.”  Grace is God giving you something you do not deserve and you did not earn.  Salvation in the New Testament church age comes completely as a free gift that God has already paid for with the life of his Son on the cross.  No one has to do anything to earn this gift nor do we owe God anything after we receive it.  This gift is completely free to anyone who wants to receive it.

The gospel of the grace of God also has some other names.  In Romans 2:16, Paul said, “In the day when God shall judge the secrets of men by Jesus Christ according to my gospel.”  In this verse, Paul calls the gospel “my gospel”.  He does this simply because the good news that Paul was preaching was given directly to him from the mouth of the Lord Jesus Christ. (Galatians 1:12 and 1 Timothy 1:11)  In other places, Paul calls this gospel “the gospel of Christ”.  This phrase appears eleven times in the Bible.  For example, in Romans 1:16, Paul said, “For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ…”  Of course, Paul is referring to the gospel he is preaching about the death, burial, and resurrection of Christ.  This can be clearly seen if you will compare Romans 1:16 and 1 Corinthians 15:1-4.  In yet another place, Paul says, “But contrariwise, when they saw that the gospel of the uncircumcision was committed unto me, as the gospel of the circumcision was unto Peter.” (Galatians 2:7)  We will discuss this verse much more later, but for now you should notice another name for the gospel that Paul was preaching.  Paul, as the apostle to the Gentiles, was preaching a message that included the Gentiles (uncircumcision) in the plan of God’s salvation.  Never before was there a message that directly applied to Gentiles, so therefore Paul’s gospel was unique.

We have discussed in great detail what the gospel of the grace of God involves in the lesson about “witnessing” in the first discipleship book.  I do however want to mention here another part to the gospel that Paul was preaching.  You should know by now that the five parts of the gospel are the law, judgment, death, burial, and resurrection of Christ, eternal life, and hope.  All of these things are necessary for a person to know when getting saved.  After a person has received Christ, then they are immediately put into the body of Christ.  Again, we have studied that in our lesson on “baptism” in the first discipleship book.  Paul mentions this placing of both Jews and Gentiles into the same body as part of the gospel he was preaching.  Therefore the Bible says in Ephesians 3:6, “That the Gentiles should be fellowheirs, and of the same body, and partakers of his promise in Christ by the gospel.”  This is not an essential thing for a person to understand when they are getting saved, so it is not usually mentioned while we witness to people.  However, it is an important fact for someone to know after they’ve been saved.  This way you can know that it does not matter if you are a Jew or Gentile, God still views you in the same way after you have been saved because you are in the same body.  There are several verses in the writings of Paul about this subject.  As you read through the New Testament, you will be sure to come across this subject frequently.  

As you have seen now, the gospel of the grace of God applies to people during the New Testament time of the church.  The body of Christ was not present during the Old Testament.  The body of Christ will not be present during the tribulation because Jesus will rapture us off of the earth before the tribulation starts.  It is important as a student of the Bible, that you rightly divide the word of truth and put this gospel in its proper place.  

GOSPEL OF THE KINGDOM

This is a different gospel than the one we have just been studying.  This gospel was preached by John the Baptist, then Jesus, and finally by the disciples while Jesus was on the earth.  As you can see from Matthew 4:23, the Bible says, “And Jesus went about all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, and preaching the gospel of the kingdom…”  You can see from Matthew 3:2 and Matthew 10:7 that John the Baptist and the apostles were preaching the same gospel.  

We have already discussed many things about this gospel in the first lesson of the advanced discipleship course about the kingdom of heaven and the kingdom of God.  When Jesus came to the earth the first time, he came to seek and to save that which was lost. (Luke 19:10)  In another place, we learn that Jesus came for the lost sheep of the house of Israel. (Matthew 15:24)  Jesus, like a good shepherd, wanted to gather his lost sheep.  The desire that Jesus had was to regather the Jews back to the homeland of Israel and be their King.  He wanted to give them the kingdom.  Therefore, when Jesus came the first time, the good news that was offered was that the King had come and the kingdom was available.  The only condition was that they accepted the King.  As we have already studied and seen from the scriptures, the Jews rejected their King, so they did not receive the kingdom.

In the future, during the tribulation, the gospel of the kingdom will be preached again.  The Bible says in Matthew 24:14, “And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a witness unto all nations; and then shall the end come.”  During the time of the tribulation, God will have 144,000 Jewish evangelists (Revelation 7:1-8) preaching the good news that the kingdom will soon be coming.  Their message will be very appropriate, because at the time when they shall be preaching, the 2nd Coming of Christ to the earth will only be a few short years away.  

This gospel would not be appropriate for a Christian because we are not to be looking for the kingdom, but rather we should be looking for the KING!  We will be raptured off the earth 7 years before Christ comes to take over the kingdoms of this world, so we will see the King before we see his kingdom.  If a person will allow the scripture to divide itself, then they will quickly see that this gospel only applies during certain times around the two appearances of the Lord Jesus Christ on this earth.  

THE GOSPEL OF THE CIRCUMCISION

I mentioned this verse earlier, but at this time I want to study it more completely.  In Galatians 2:7, Paul says, “But contrariwise, when they saw that the gospel of the uncircumcision was committed unto me, as the gospel of the circumcision was unto Peter.”  In the book of Genesis, God gave circumcision as a sign of the everlasting covenant given to the descendants of Abraham.  Therefore, the Jewish people have been referred to as the “circumcision” for many centuries.  In the verse printed above, there are clearly two different gospels mentioned.  The gospel of the uncircumcision (Gentiles) we have already looked at and discussed.  That was the gospel that was given to Paul and it contained the message that both Jews and Gentiles could be saved and be part of the same body.  We know that Paul received his gospel directly from the mouth of the Lord Jesus, as seen in Galatians 1:12.   The verse above says that Peter received the gospel of the circumcision in the same way Paul received the gospel of the uncircumcision.  That means Peter received his gospel (circumcision) directly from the mouth of Jesus Christ. 

In Matthew 10:7, we find that Peter, along with the other apostles, were told to preach the gospel of the kingdom to the nation of Israel only.  Therefore, while Christ was on the earth, there is no doubt about what Peter was preaching.  We know that at the end of the life of Christ, the Jewish people rejected Jesus as their Messiah.  Jesus was crucified, and then three days later he rose from the dead.  Because God is merciful, he was willing to give the nation of Israel another opportunity to receive Jesus as their Messiah.  That is why in the early part of the book of Acts (Acts 1-7), God continues to work only with the Jewish people.  He was giving them a second chance!  During this special time of grace that God showed Israel, Peter and the other apostles had a unique message they were preaching.  

In Mark 16:15, we read that Jesus said, “Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature.”  Jesus told them to preach the gospel.  But which gospel were they supposed to preach?  Jesus explained clearly what he wanted his apostles to be preaching after he rose from the dead.  The apostles received this unique gospel directly from the mouth of the Lord Jesus, just like Paul did.  Now let us examine what this gospel of the circumcision contained.  

In Mark 16:16, Jesus said, “He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned.”  There is no need to change the word of God.  We should simply believe what is says…where it says it!  Jesus said that a man needed to believe and be baptized in order to be saved.  That is part of what Peter and the other apostles needed to preach.  Now look in Luke 24:46-48.  Jesus is further instructing his disciples as to their new and unique message.  The Bible says there, “And said unto them, Thus it is written, and thus it behoved Christ to suffer, and to rise from the dead the third day: and that repentance and remission of sins should be preached in his name among all nations, beginning at Jerusalem.  And ye are witnesses of these things.”  They were supposed to preach about the sufferings and resurrection of Christ, repentance, remission of sins, and all of this was to be done in the name of Jesus Christ.  Do not forget that they needed to preach about believing in Christ and being baptized as well.  Now let us look in Acts 2 where Peter preached for the first time in the New Testament and see if he preached everything that Christ told him to preach.  In Acts 2:5, we see that there are only Jews present in Jerusalem on the day of Pentecost and therefore Peter is only preaching to a group of Jews.  No Gentiles were present.  Peter was told not to minister to Gentiles and not until Acts 10 does he receive the permission to do such a thing.  We can truly say that Peter’s gospel is a gospel of “circumcision” because it is a message that was delivered only to Jews!  As Peter begins to preach, look at what he says in Acts 2:23-24.  Peter said, “Him, being delivered by the determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God, ye have taken, and by wicked hands have crucified and slain: whom God hath raised up, having loosed the pains of death: because it was not possible that he should be holden of it.”  Notice Peter preached about the sufferings and resurrection of Christ.  In vs. 37, we can see that the crowd of Jews that were listening was convinced that Jesus was the true Messiah and that they were guilty of killing the Holy One of Israel.  They believed the message!  Peter realized they had believed and therefore started telling them the rest of the gospel he was supposed to deliver.  In Acts 2:38, Peter says, “Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.”  Notice again that Peter included all the necessary parts of the gospel which Christ told him to preach.  Peter fulfilled his mission and 3000 people were saved because of it.

Please understand that the gospel which Peter preached does not apply to us now.  This gospel of the circumcision was given to the Jewish apostles to preach to a Jewish nation who had just crucified their Jewish Saviour!  It has nothing to do with Gentiles at all.  The message that we are to preach now is the one that was delivered to Paul that includes both Jews and Gentiles.  If you will read Galatians 2, you will see that Paul went to Jerusalem to discuss the issue of which gospel to preach.  After the discussion was over, Peter and Paul, along with the other apostles, shook hands and agreed that Paul’s message was the right one to preach.  Peter, James, and John agreed to preach Paul’s message to the Jews while Paul and Barnabas would take the same message to the Gentiles.  Do not take my word for it!  Please read Galatians 2:1-10 and see for yourself.  The events in Galatians 2:1-10 take place during Acts 15.  What Paul wrote in Galatians is a detailed account of what happened at the meeting in Jerusalem.  After Acts 15, everyone is supposed to be preaching the gospel of the grace of God.

THE EVERLASTING GOSPEL

Of course, there will come a time when the gospel of the grace of God will no longer be preached.  We have already seen that Jesus said the gospel of the kingdom will be preached to the entire world. (Matthew 24:14)  This will happen after the rapture and during the first part of the tribulation time.  We read in Revelation 14:1-5, that the 144,000 Jewish evangelists will be taken from the earth (vs.3) and they will be raptured to heaven (vs.1).  Although no one knows the exact timing of this rapture for the 144,000, we do know that it will happen shortly before the 2nd Coming of Christ to the earth.  After these Jewish evangelists are taken from the earth, a different messenger appears.  In Revelation 14:6, the Bible says, “And I saw another angel fly in the midst of heaven, having the everlasting gospel to preach unto them that dwell on the earth, and to every nation, and kindred, and tongue, and people.”  This will be a sermon that only gets preached one time for the entire world to hear.  That angel will say, “with a loud voice, Fear God, and give glory to him; for the hour of his judgment is come: and worship him that made heaven, and earth, and the sea, and the fountains of waters.”  This gospel is clearly different than any other gospel that has ever been preached.  This gospel is reserved for the “hour of his judgment”.  This “hour of his judgment” is when Christ comes back to punish and condemn all the unsaved people for rejecting God and rejecting the gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ (Paul’s gospel).  Notice what Paul says in 2 Thessalonians 1:7-9.  He says there, “And to you who are troubled rest with us, when the Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven with his mighty angels, in flaming fire taking vengeance on them that know not God, and that obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ: who shall be punished with everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord, and from the glory of his power.”  

During the time of the tribulation, many people will turn to the belief of evolution, the teaching that we all came from monkeys.  People will worship the creature more than the Creator. (Romans 1:25)  Most people will quit believing there is a God and therefore they will not fear him.  The angel’s message will be most appropriate and needed at that time.   We could not preach this message now because we do not know if this is the hour of his judgment!  

You might ask the question, “Why does God call this ‘good news’ if he is going to judge the world with destruction?  What is so good about that?”  You should look at this through the eyes of God.  To allow people to continue in their sin and continue to ruin the world is a horrible thing.  It grieves God tremendously to see the world full of sin. (Genesis 6:5-6)  For God to be able to put an end to this continuous sinning is a wonderful thing and good news for anyone that loves righteousness.

THE GOSPEL OF THE LAND OF CANAAN

This gospel can be detected by reading Hebrews 3:7-4:2.  I will not give you all of the verses here, but you should have your Bible open looking at the verses at this time.  Notice in Hebrews 3, the Bible is speaking of the time when God told the Jews in the Old Testament to go into the land of Canaan and take the land.  You should know how the story goes, that the Jews hardened their hearts and did not believe God’s message.  God told them that he would deliver the enemies into their hands and that they would receive the land.  Nevertheless, they had unbelief and therefore they did not enter into the land of promise.  In Hebrews 4:2, the Bible says, “For unto us was the gospel preached, as well as unto them…”  The writer of the book of Hebrews states that the Jews in the Old Testament had a gospel preached unto them!  That good news was, “Let us go up at once, and possess it; for we are well able to overcome it…The land, which we passed through to search it, is an exceeding good land.  If the LORD delight in us, then he will bring us into the land, and give it us; a land which floweth with milk and honey.” (Numbers 13:30 and 14:7-8)  This good news was that God was going to fulfil his promise, defeat the enemies of the Jews, and give them the land of Canaan as an everlasting possession.  

Obviously, this gospel has nothing to do with us and only applied during this one event in the Old Testament.  Nevertheless, the Bible still says that it was a gospel because some good news was given from God.  Whatever you do, do not take this type of knowledge lightly because what you read in the Old Testament often reflects something God will do in the future.  Remember, that in the tribulation, Israel will be persecuted and run out of their homeland.  While they are waiting in the wilderness for God to deliver them, they will receive some good news that God will give them their land…just like the good news he gave them in the book of Numbers!

THE GOSPEL OF THE BLESSING OF ABRAHAM

The Bible says in Galatians 3:8, “And the scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the heathen through faith, preached before the gospel unto Abraham, saying, In thee shall all nations be blessed.”  This is the final gospel we are going to study.  This gospel is the good news that through Abraham, all nations on the face of the earth can receive a blessing.  We find this gospel in Genesis 12:3, where the Bible says, “And I will bless them that bless thee, and curse him that curseth thee: and in thee shall all families of the earth be blessed.”  We know that Abraham is the father of the nation of Israel.  From Abraham came Isaac, the promised seed; from Isaac came Jacob; from Jacob came twelve sons that make up the nation of Israel.  But you should notice carefully that God told Abraham that “all nations” would be blessed through Abraham.  How is it that Abraham would be such a blessing to all of the world?  

The Bible says in Matthew 1:1, “The book of the generation of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son of Abraham.”  From Abraham came the Saviour, our Lord Jesus Christ.  As we know, Jesus came for the lost sheep of the house of Israel.  But we also know that Jesus is called the “Saviour of the world” in John 4:42.  When Jesus died on the cross, he died for all the sins of the Jewish and Gentile people.  In order for God to bring his Son into the world, he had to work out a plan before the foundation of the world. (1 Peter 1:20)  Abraham was an important part of that plan.  Abraham was a faithful man and God knew that he would command his family in a good way. (Genesis 18:19)  Abraham believed God even when God told him something that seemed impossible. (Genesis 15:3-6)  Therefore, God chose to bring the Saviour into the world through the family of Abraham, more specifically the house of Israel.  

God knew which family Jesus would come from when he was born into the world.  Therefore, God could tell Abraham many years before Jesus came to the earth that Abraham would be a blessing to the entire world.  God knew that through the family of Abraham a Saviour would be born.  And if anyone put faith in that Saviour, whether he is Jew or Gentile, that person would become a child of God.  Therefore the Bible says in Galatians 3:14, “That the blessing of Abraham might come of the Gentiles through Jesus Christ; that we might receive the promise of the Spirit through faith.”
Abraham was a great man of faith.  When God told him that he would have as many children as the stars, without hesitation, Abraham believed God.  The Bible says in Genesis 15:6, “And he believed in the LORD; and he counted it to him for righteousness.”  During the church age, God offers everyone the free gift of salvation.  The Bible says in Romans 4:5, “But to him that worketh not, but believeth on him that justifieth the ungodly, his faith is counted for righteousness.”  Just like Abraham did, we receive the righteousness of God by faith.  Therefore, when we receive that righteousness through faith, the Bible says, “then they which be of faith are blessed with faithful Abraham.” (Galatians 3:9)  Anyone who is saved has a connection with Abraham in a spiritual way.  Abraham is the father of all those who believe unto salvation.  Abraham is also the physical man whom God used to bring the Saviour into the world.  We can truly say that Abraham received good news in Genesis 12:3 when God told him that all the nations of the world would be blessed through him.  

