BIBLE BAPTIST CHURCH

ADVANCED DISCIPLESHIP COURSE

LESSON 5

TONGUES 
WHY STUDY TONGUES?

The goal of this lesson is to inform the student about the present day use and misuse of tongues.  There are many different opinions about this subject, so it is very important for a Bible believing Christian to find out what the scripture says about it.  In the day and age in which we live, there is a Biblical way to speak in tongues.  So it is my desire to bring forth the truth about speaking in tongues from the word of God in this lesson. 

SIGNS

Before we can discover the truth about tongues, we need to research their background.  Tongues are said to be a sign in the word of God.  The Bible says in 1 Corinthians 14:22, “Wherefore tongues are for a sign…” In Mark 16:17, you will see tongues mentioned again as being as sign.  It says there, “And these signs shall follow them that believe; In my name shall they cast out devils; they shall speak with new tongues…” In the word of God, it is very clear that the primary use of tongues is for a sign. 

THE PURPOSE OF SIGNS

The Bible says in 1 Corinthians 1:22, “For the Jews require a sign…” The main purpose for signs is to guide the Jewish people to the truth.  In John 4, a Jewish nobleman came to Jesus and asked him to heal his son.  Jesus replied in John 4:48 by saying, “Except ye see signs and wonders, ye will not believe.”  Ever since the beginning of Israel as a nation, God has dealt with them through signs and wonders.  In the early part of the book of Exodus, Israel was in bondage to Egypt.  God’s people groaned as the Egyptians used them as slaves.  When God heard their groaning, he chose out a man to deliver them named Moses.  Moses was not willing at first to do what God had called him out for.  He gave several excuses why he should not be the one to bring Israel out of bondage.  Then in Exodus 4:1, Moses spoke these words, “And Moses answered and said, But, behold, they will not believe me, nor hearken to my voice: for they will say, The Lord hath not appeared unto thee.”  Moses realized the Jewish people were going to have a problem with unbelief.  God did not tell Moses he was wrong.  God realized what Israel’s problems were, so God gave Moses some miracles to perform.  By performing these miracles, the children of Israel would have proof that Moses was sent by God.  Moses’ rod was turned into a snake and then turned back into a rod.  That was the first miracle.  After that Moses’ hand was turned leprous and then it was healed.  After receiving these two miracles, God said to Moses in Exodus 4:9, “And it shall come to pass, if they will not believe also these two signs, neither hearken unto thy voice, that thou shalt take water of the river, and pour it upon the dry land: and the water which thou takest out of the river shall become blood upon the dry land.”  Just in case the first two signs were not enough, God gave the Jews a third one!  This was the beginning of Israel as a certified nation.  Their very beginning was based on signs!  

This is important to remember when you are reading the gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John).  Jesus Christ said in Matthew 15:24, “I am not sent but unto the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” Therefore, when Jesus came to the earth, he came with signs, wonders, and miracles.  He was doing these things in order to prove to the Jewish people that he was the One prophesied about in the Old Testament, the Messiah. (Isaiah 35:3-6, 42:7, John 5:36, 7:31, 20:30-31, Acts 2:22) So, when Jesus chose his twelve apostles and sent them forth, he gave them power to do miracles (Matthew 10:1) and he told them to go only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. (Matthew 10:6)  

Now that we have established who and what signs are for, the student of the word of God can approach the book of Acts with a greater understanding.  After the resurrection, Jesus spent 40 days with his disciples instructing them of things concerning the kingdom of God.  In Mark 16:17-18, Jesus was giving his apostles some instructions before he went back to heaven.  The apostles were told that the people that believed their word would have signs following them.  Why?  Because the people the apostles were going to be preaching to were Jews.  The apostles did not know that they should go and preach to Gentiles at this point.  They had been told to go into all the world, but the apostles were only planning to minister to Jews in whatever city they came to.  

You can see the proof for this truth in Acts 10.  Remember the apostle Peter had a dream about the unclean beasts coming to him in a sheet.  The Lord told him to rise and eat, but Peter would not dare do it.  Why?  Because he is a Jew and Jews do not eat unclean meat.  Then God told him not to call unclean what He had cleansed.  This event was repeated three times.  After the dream was over, three Gentiles came to the gate of the house where Peter was staying.  It was then clear to Peter what that dream had meant.  God was telling Peter that he could now go and preach to Gentiles.  Up until this point, a Jew was not allowed to fellowship with Gentiles, because the Gentiles were considered unclean. (see Acts 10:28)  You know this is true based on the response Peter received from the Jews that were in Jerusalem.  Once Peter arrived home from his preaching trip at Cornelius’ house, he faced some opposition.  The Bible says in Acts 11:2 and 3, “And when Peter was come up to Jerusalem, they that were of the circumcision contended with him, saying, Thou wentest in to men uncircumcised, and did eat with them.”  Then Peter took the next 14 verses to explain why he did such a thing.  The ministry of the apostles in the early part of the book of Acts is a ministry aimed directly at the people of Israel.  Therefore, their ministry is filled with signs, because Jews require a sign.

TONGUES

Now that we have laid some foundation, we can look specifically at what the Bible says about speaking in tongues.  In the New Testament, there are two types of tongues that are talked about.  The two types are other tongues and unknown tongues.  Other tongues are found only in the book of Acts, with the exception of two verses in 1 Corinthians 14, which we will look at in detail a little later.  Unknown tongues are found only in book of 1 Corinthians.  
OTHER TONGUES

First, we will study the other tongues found in the book of Acts.  Other tongues are used in three places in Acts: Acts 2, Acts 10, and Acts 19.  In Acts 2, the Holy Spirit has filled the apostles and they began speaking in other tongues. (Acts 2:4)  These other tongues were not a mysterious language that no one had ever had.  Every tongue that the apostles were speaking was a known language.  In Acts 2:9-11, a list is given of all the different nations where Jews had come from to take part in the feast of Pentecost. Look at what these men said: (Acts 2:6) “…because that every man heard them speak in his own language.” (Acts 2:8) “How hear we every man in our own tongue, wherein we were born?” (Acts 2:11) “…we do hear them speak in our tongues the wonderful works of God.”  All of those men could understand clearly what the apostles were saying.  The miracle of the event is that these Galilean fisherman which had been made into apostles had never studied these languages! (see Acts 2:7)  Somehow, when they opened their mouths to speak, another language was coming out.  This type of miracle is beyond the ability of a man, and is completely the work of God. This gives us a clear definition of what an “other tongue” is.  It is a tongue that is unknown to the speaker, but known to the one listening.  
It is important to remember the context of Acts 2.  The Jews have just crucified their Messiah only 50 days prior.  God is still offering the Jews a chance to repent and accept Jesus as the Christ.  Therefore, God sends the Holy Spirit to his Jewish apostles and grants them the miracle of speaking in other tongues (tongues they had never learned).  These tongues were sent for a sign to this bunch of unbelieving, Christ rejecting Jews.  Why?  Jews require a sign…(1 Corinthians 1:22)…and tongues are for a sign…(1 Corinthians 14:22)  

Notice also that the Lord gave Israel a prophecy in Isaiah 28:11, which Paul quotes in the New Testament.  Paul is trying to teach the Corinthian church the proper use of tongues.  In teaching them a lesson about this subject, Paul quotes Isaiah in I Corinthians 14:21 and says, “In the law it is written, With men of other tongues and other lips will I speak unto this people; and yet for all that will they not hear me, saith the Lord.”  Paul goes on to say, “Wherefore tongues are for a sign, not to them that believe, but to them that believe not…” (1 Corinthians 14:22)  So in order to reach a group of lost Jews in Jerusalem at a Jewish feast (Pentecost), God sent them a sign that had been prophesied in the Old Testament.  That way, when the sign came the unbelieving Jews would believe the message that was being preached.   

Other tongues were used for similar reasons in Acts 10 and Acts 19.  In Acts 10, we have the story of Cornelius and his house, Gentiles, which believed the message that Peter preached.  As soon as they believed, the Holy Ghost fell on them and they began to speak with other tongues. (Acts 10:46) Notice that the language they were speaking could be understood.  The people listening knew that they were magnifying God!  The question could be asked, “Why are Gentiles speaking in tongues if tongues are for a sign and Jews require a sign?”  Remember, Peter did not come to Cornelius’ house alone.  He brought six other Jewish men with him.  Up to this point, the Jews did not believe that a Gentile could receive the Holy Ghost.  In order to make these Jews believe that a Gentile could receive the Holy Ghost, God gave the sign of other tongues!  In the day and age in which we live it is clear that both Jews and Gentiles receive the Holy Spirit in the same way, so there is no need for the outward manifestation of other tongues.  We have the written word of God to tell us that a man receives the Spirit of God when he puts his faith in Jesus Christ for salvation. (Galatians 3:14)  No Jew living during the book of Acts had this information in writing, therefore they needed signs!

Lastly, in Acts 19:1-6, we have a group of Jewish men that were disciples of Apollos.  Paul began to question them about receiving the Holy Ghost.  They had not even heard of the Holy Ghost, because all they knew was the baptism of John.  After Paul preached a short message to them, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.  After that Paul laid hands on them, they received the Holy Spirit and began to speak in tongues and prophesy.  Why did this group speak in tongues?  Remember, these Jews were in Ephesus, not in Israel where the apostles were.  Therefore, they did not have the privilege of learning good doctrine from the apostles. (Acts 2:42) Neither had they seen any proof that Jesus was the Christ, because they had not seen any signs. In order to prove to these men they had believed the truth, God gave them the miracle of other tongues!

In each of these cases, the tongues were given as a sign to a Jew that needed help believing a new truth that God was presenting them.  In all of these cases, the tongues were clearly understood and the men listening to them verified that.  Tongues are for a sign and Jews require a sign.  Therefore, there is no reason why a church full of saved Gentiles should be concerned with using other tongues.  That is something God used in the book of Acts, because in much of the book of Acts, God is primarily dealing with Israel.  

UNKNOWN TONGUES

Unknown tongues are the exact opposite of other tongues.  An unknown tongue is a language that is known to the speaker, but not known to the people listening.  The use of unknown tongues still happens in our day and there is a proper way to go about using them.  Therefore we need to find out what the Bible says about it.  In order to find the truth about unknown tongues, we will need to look at several verses found in 1 Corinthians 14.  

It is widely believed that if a man speaks in tongues, then he will not be able to understand what he is saying, and he will speak in a language no one has ever heard.  This could very easily be called a babbling tongue, for that is exactly how it sounds.  You need to understand that this “babbling” tongue is always referred to as a bad thing in the Bible.  This uncontrolled babbling tongue is NOT the same thing as the unknown tongues found in 1 Corinthians 14.  If a man is babbling and no one can understand what he is saying, then all you have is great confusion.  And the Bible says in 1 Corinthians 14:33, “God is NOT the author of confusion…” God would not lead a man to do such a thing.  We also read in Ecclesiastes 10:11, “Surely the serpent will bite without enchantment; and a babbler is no better.”  As you can see, a babbler in the Bible is not a good thing.  In 1 Corinthians 14:10, Paul says, “There are, it may be, so many kinds of voices in the world, and none of them is without signification.” If a man is speaking in a “tongue” that no one in the world speaks, then he is not speaking in tongues, he is babbling!  If it is a real tongue or language, then it will be able to be recognized by someone somewhere.

A man speaking in an unknown tongue CAN indeed understand what he is saying. Paul says in 1 Corinthians 14:14, “If I pray in an unknown tongue, my spirit prayeth, but my understanding is unfruitful.”  Now notice in particular the underlined part of the verse.  Paul admitted that he had understanding of what he was saying.  Paul’s concern was that even though he was praying with all of his heart, no one in the room could say Amen at his giving of thanks, because they could not understand what he was saying.  Therefore, Paul’s understanding was unfruitful, meaning it did not bear fruit in the life of anyone else.  
Something you will see throughout chapter 14 is Paul’s concern for edifying the church. In 1 Corinthians 14:2, Paul said, “For he that speaketh in an unknown tongue speaketh not unto men, but unto God: for no man understandeth him; howbeit in the spirit he speaketh mysteries.”  You can see Paul’s concern.  The man that is trying to teach in an unknown tongue could very well be talking about the mysteries of the Bible (see 1 Corinthians 4:1-2), but what good is it if no one listening can understand what he is saying?  The only people that can understand what is being said are the man teaching and God!  Therefore, speaking in an unknown tongue is not edifying to the church.  In other words, it does not strengthen anyone listening because they do not understand that language the teacher is using.  That is why Paul says in vs.4, “He that speaketh in an unknown tongue edifieth himself; but he that prophesieth edifieth the church.”  Again in vs.6, Paul says, “Now, brethren, if I come unto you speaking with tongues, what shall I profit you, except I shall speak to you either by revelation, or by knowledge, or by prophesying, or by doctrine?”  It is very obvious that Paul’s concern is making sure he is a blessing to someone else, and not just himself!  For further proof of this look at vs.19.  It says there, “Yet in the church I had rather speak five words with my understanding, that by my voice I might teach others also, than ten thousand words in an unknown tongue.”  If a man is speaking in a babbling tongue, then he not helping anyone, not even himself, because he himself does not know what he is saying!  If a man is speaking in an unknown tongue, then he is only edifying himself, because he is only one in the church that can understand what he is saying.  

RULES FOR SPEAKING IN TONGUES

I stated earlier that there is a proper Biblical way to use unknown tongues and we will look at that now.  Paul ends 1 Corinthians 14 by saying these words in vss. 39 and 40, “Wherefore, brethren, covet to prophesy, and forbid not to speak with tongues.  Let all things be done decently and in order.”  There is nothing wrong with speaking in an unknown tongue, as long as it is done according to the scriptures.  Paul clearly says that we should not forbid anyone to speak in tongues, but he also gives some rules in 1 Corinthians 14 on how to use the gift of a diverse tongue (different language).   These rules are put in place by the apostle Paul so that things would be decently and in order.  

Here are the five rules to follow when using unknown tongues in a church service:

1) Only one person can speak at a time (vs.27 “…and that by course…”)

2) Only two or three people at the most during a church service (vs.27)

3) The unknown tongue must be interpreted (vs.27)

4) The speaker must have control of himself (vs.32)
5) No women can speak in an unknown tongue during the church service (vs.34)
A good example of how an unknown tongue should be used is found with missionaries going to a foreign field.  If a missionary only speaks English and he goes to preach in a village that only speaks Chichewa, then that missionary will be preaching to them in an unknown tongue.  Even if the missionary preaches a doctrinally sound message, it will not help the church because they will not understand what he said.  The missionary knows exactly what he said, but the people will not.  It is an unknown tongue because although that language is known to the speaker, it is unknown to the people listening!  According to the scriptures we have just been studying, what that missionary needs to do is get an interpreter.  The missionary then can preach his message in English, and the interpreter can translate the message into Chichewa. Then the people can be edified because now they understand the message.  If a team of missionaries comes to Malawi, then only two or at the most three of them should take turns preaching through an interpreter during one church service.  If these rules are followed, then the church service will be handled decently and in order!

