BIBLE BAPTIST CHURCH

ADVANCED DISCIPLESHIP COURSE

LESSON 6

HEALING

WHY STUDY HEALING?

No matter what part of the world you find yourself, sickness is always present.  Healing has been a point of curiosity with any group of people for quite some time.   In this lesson, we are going to look at the background of healing in the Bible and how God operates with healing in the day and age in which we live.  

HEALING IS A SIGN

You are going to see some similarities between our study of tongues and our study of healing.  The reason for this is because both of these things are used as signs in the word of God.  In our last study, I showed you some verses that proved tongues are for a sign and that Jews require a sign.  I also mentioned where signs came from.  Let us briefly review this topic.  Remember when God called upon Moses to lead the children of Israel out of Egypt, Moses gave God some arguments.  Both Moses and God knew that the children of Israel had a problem with unbelief and that they would only believe the message Moses was going to preach if they first had some proof.  So, God gave Moses some signs. (Exodus 4:9) The second sign that was given to Moses that day was the sign of healing.  Moses put his hand into his bosom and it came out leprous.  Afterwards Moses put his hand back into his bosom and pulled it out again. This time it came out completely healed.  God told Moses in Exodus 4:8, “And it shall come to pass, if they will not believe thee, neither hearken to the voice of the first sign, that they will believe the voice of the latter sign.”  This event in which God healed Moses is the first incident in the Bible where God heals a man miraculously!  Clearly, God is establishing that healing is a sign!

When Jesus Christ came to the earth this was the sign that he seemed to use the most.  Not only was he fulfilling Old Testament scripture and giving the house of Israel a sign, but many times the Lord was moved with compassion when he saw the people’s sad condition.  Even when the people in a particular place were hard hearted and full of unbelief, Jesus would still perform this miracle of healing out of compassion. (Mark 6:5-6)  Nevertheless, we must remember that the primary purpose of the miracles that Jesus was performing was to convince the Jewish people that he was the promised Messiah of the Old Testament. (Isaiah 29:18, 35:3-6, 42:7,16)

We looked at these verses in our last study, but let us examine again the words of Jesus Christ as he instructed his apostles.  In Mark 16:17-18, Jesus said, “And these signs shall follow them that believe; In my name shall they cast out devils; they shall speak with new tongues; They shall take up serpents; and if they drink any deadly thing, it shall not hurt them; they shall lay hands on the sick, and they shall recover.”  Be very careful as you read this passage that you do not forget to whom Jesus is speaking.  Jesus is talking to his twelve apostles.  These apostles have been told by Jesus himself that they should not go to the Gentiles but rather they should only minister to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. (Matthew 10:5-6) We covered that fact in great detail in our last lesson.  So in the early part of the book of Acts, we read of many miraculous healings being performed by the apostles because they are trying to reach the Jewish people with a sign.  Remember, Jews require a sign! (1 Corinthians 1:22) In order to confirm to a Jew that what the apostles were preaching was real, the Lord gave the apostles this special power of healing. (Mark 16:20) 

In the book of Acts, the Jews continually rejected Jesus as the Christ (another word for Messiah).  Therefore, as the Jews continued to reject their Messiah, God continued to turn from them and turn towards the Gentiles.  You can see this in Acts 13:46, 18:6, 28:28.  Because God is gradually turning from the Jews, the signs that were given for the Jews are also gradually ending.  We read in Romans 11:25, “For I would not, brethren, that ye should be ignorant of this mystery, lest ye should be wise in your own conceits; that blindness in part is happened to Israel, until the fullness of the Gentiles be come in.”  The apostle Paul realizes that the Jews have rejected their Messiah and that God is now primarily dealing with the Gentiles.  The promises God made to Israel in the Old Testament still apply to them.  But those promises must wait to be fulfilled until God is finished dealing with the Gentiles.  Notice that God has partially, not permanently, blinded the nation of Israel.  For now, God is not revealing any new truths to Israel.  Because of that, God is not working now like he did in the early part of the book of Acts.  Present day Jews can truly say, “We see not our signs: there is no more any prophet: neither is there among us any that knoweth how long.” (Psalms 74:9)

A careful student of the word of God can clearly see that healing was used as a sign.  You should also realize by now that Jews require a sign.  So, because God is not dealing primarily with the nation of Israel now, the signs and miracles are no longer in effect.  The question needs to be asked then, does God still heal people in the age in which we live?

GOD STILL HEALS TODAY

The answer to the question above is absolutely yes!  God is still able to heal anyone, anywhere, and at anytime.  The Bible says in Hebrews 13:8, “Jesus Christ, the same yesterday, and to day, and for ever.”  Jesus Christ has the same power now that he had when he was on the earth.  The difference is how he chooses to manifest that power.  Just because God is able to heal you, does not mean that he will heal you any time you ask him.  For proof of this, simply ask the apostle Paul.  Paul apparently had trouble with his eyes according to Galatians 4:15.  Paul asked the Lord three times to take away the infirmity (sickness) of his flesh.  The response he received from the Lord was, “My grace is sufficient for thee: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” (2 Corinthians 12:9)  Jesus Christ never did heal the apostle Paul.  Does that mean that Paul lacked faith?  Absolutely not!  It simply shows that sometimes God has a specific purpose in mind when he allows you to be sick.  

Again, we must turn our attention to the days of the apostles.  In the early part of the book of Acts, they had the power to heal people miraculously at any time.  Peter’s shadow simply passing over someone or one of Paul’s handkerchiefs could cause a person to be healed.  The Bible says in Acts 5:16, “There came also a multitude out of the cities round about unto Jerusalem, bringing sick folks, and them which were vexed with unclean spirits: and they were healed every one.”  Notice here that everyone that came got healed!  There were no cases the apostles could not handle.  We do not find any one man with these same powers today.  If a person claims to be an apostle, then he needs to show forth the same powers the apostles had.  The Bible says in Revelation 2:2, “…and thou hast tried them which say they are apostles, and are not, and hast found them liars.”  If a man today claims to be an apostle, he should be able to prove it.  How can he prove it?  By producing the signs of an apostle.  Paul said in 2 Corinthians 12:12, “Truly the signs of an apostle were wrought among you in all patience, in signs, and wonders, and mighty deeds.” A true apostle had the ability to perform these miraculous signs at any given time.  God can certainly heal anyone he wants to in this present day in which we live, but his method of healing is different now than it was in the book of Acts.  

WHAT CAUSES SICKNESS?

In the Bible, there appears to be three different reasons why people get sick.  Sickness can result from natural causes, sin in a person’s life, or the glory of God.   A Christian does not want to make the mistake of thinking that sickness is always related to a spiritual problem.  That is not true.  Sometimes people are sick because of something bad they ate.  Some people get sick due to old age.  And sometimes people get sick because they were put in contact with a disease of some sort.  Just because they became sick does not mean they were living wrong.  Ecclesiastes says, “…time and chance happeneth to them all.” (9:11) There are some sicknesses that come about naturally.  Sickness is something everyone has to deal with because we have corruptible bodies.  

There are sicknesses that are related to sin in a person’s life. You can see numerous examples of this in the gospels.  In John 5, we read about a man who had an infirmity for 38 years.  This impotent man was healed by Jesus Christ and then later was visited by Christ again.  In John 5:14, Jesus said to him, “Behold, thou art made whole: sin no more, lest a worse thing come unto thee.”  Jesus warns this man that if he lives a life of sin from this point on, he is in danger of becoming sick again.  Paul also makes it clear that sometimes sickness is related to sin in a person’s life.  In 1 Corinthians 11, Paul is giving instructions for taking the Lord’s supper.  Part of the instructions are that a person needs to examine himself before he eats the Lord’s supper and make sure that he confesses any sins in his life.  Paul points out that because some people do not judge their sins by confessing them, “…many are weak and sickly among you, and many sleep.” (vs.30)  

There are also places in the word of God where people are sick because God wanted an opportunity to receive glory.  Such a situation is found in John 9:2-3.  The Bible says there, “And his disciples asked him, saying, Master, who did sin, this man, or his parents, that he was born blind?  Jesus answered, Netiher hath this man sinned, nor his parents: but that the works of God should be made manifest in him.”  Another case is Job.  Job was doing nothing wrong, but then one day God allowed the devil to attack him with physical problems. (Job 2:4-8)  Still more, when we read about Paul in 2 Corinthians 12:7-10, we find that the “…messenger of Satan…” was sent to keep Paul humble.  In Paul’s situation, he had not done anything wrong.  God was helping Paul not to become proud, and at the same time Paul knew, “when I am weak, then am I strong.” (2 Corinthians 12:10)
 It is very true that the devil is able to make someone sick.  That is very clear in the Bible. (see Luke 13:16)  One thing is for sure, that the devil is not able to do anything without God’s permission.  Sometimes God is testing a Christian. Sometimes God is trying to get glory from someone’s life. Or, maybe God is punishing someone because of sin in their life.  In all of these cases, God can use the devil to accomplish his purpose.  In the end, we must remember always to fear God and to resist the devil.  

METHODS OF HEALING

In this present day in which we live, we have already learned that God does not heal people in the same way he did when Jesus or the apostles were on the earth.  Now we need to discuss what we can do to bring about God’s healing power in our lives or the lives of others.  

Remember that a person can be sick due to a sin or some sins they have committed.  Sometimes a sickness is a punishment from God.  Because this is sometimes true, when a person becomes sick, the first thing a person should do is examine themselves and confess any sins they know they have committed.  If the reason for the sickness was a particular sin or group of sins, then confessing and forsaking that sin could bring about God’s healing in a person’s life.  

At the same time you are confessing your sins, you will find this also can rid you of any unclean spirits you might have.  It is possible for a saved person to be troubled by the devil.  The devil knows that he cannot get our soul, so he will try to destroy our lives as much as he can.  As a saved person, we have comfort in knowing that the devil can only do as much as God will allow him, as in the case of Job.  Nevertheless, if a child of God is disobedient, then God is able to allow the devil to destroy our bodies.  Remember, the devil cannot touch our souls because they have been sealed unto the day of redemption.  But, he can destroy our flesh.  Notice in 1 Corinthians 5:5, Paul says, “To deliver such an one unto Satan for the destruction of the flesh, that the spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus.”  Satan cannot disturb the eternal condition of Christian’s soul or his spirit, but he can bother our flesh.  If a Christian lives after the flesh instead of obeying the Spirit of God, he is in danger of losing his life (not his soul).  For proof of this read 1 Corinthians 3:16 and Romans 8:13.  If a Christian repents from their disobedience, then he or she can recover their bodies from the power of the devil.  Notice what Paul told Timothy in 2 Timothy 2:24-26, “And the servant of the Lord must not strive; but be gentle unto all men, apt to teach, patient, in meekness instructing those that oppose themselves; if God peradventure will give them repentance to the acknowledging of the truth; and that they may recover themselves out of the snare of the devil, who are taken captive by him at his will.”  

You can see that confession of sin is a very important thing in the Christian’s life, especially when it comes to matters of healing.  The blood of Jesus Christ is very powerful and it is our greatest protection from the works of our flesh and the works of the devil.  Remember though that some sickness is due to natural causes.  It never hurts to examine yourself and ask God to cleanse you in the blood of Jesus Christ.    (1 John 1:7,9)  While this is the first thing a Christian should do, it cannot hurt you to seek for medical help.  Medicine is used in the Bible.  When Hezekiah got sick unto death, he prayed to God for healing.  God told him he could live another 15 years.  But in order for the sickness that he had to be healed, Isaiah had to put a lump of figs on the boil. (2 King 20:7)  Hezekiah did the right thing.  He prayed first and then used the medicine that God had provided for him.  The apostle Paul recommends to Timothy that he should use a little wine for his stomach problems. (1 Timothy 5:23)  Paul is not saying that drinking alcohol is okay.  He is simply recommending to Timothy to use wine as a medicine for his sickness that he had.  

There is a passage in the book of James that a Christian is welcome to try.  In James 5:14-16 there is a pattern laid out for sick people to go by.  What we need to be careful for though is the doctrinal position of the book of James.  The apostle James is writing to the twelve tribes that are scattered abroad. (James 1:1)  That means he is writing to Jews.  The apostle James dies in Acts 12:2.  Therefore James ministry took place in the early part of the book of Acts!  By now, you should be familiar with the way God was working in the early part of the book of Acts.  So what we find in the book of James will apply doctrinally to Israel in a future time.  In this lesson, we cannot cover all of the doctrinal truths in the book of James.  Nevertheless, you should remember one of the most important rules of Bible study is context (Who is talking?  To whom is he talking?  And when did he say it?).  So if a Christian in the church age would like to try the pattern laid out in the above-mentioned verses, there is nothing wrong with that at all.  Paul does not say anything in his writings that would contradict what James said in that passage.  But because James is writing to a different group of people at a different time, we cannot say that a Christian will always receive healing by following the instructions given by James.  I personally know of cases where this has worked.  Yet I also know of cases where people have tried this pattern with all the faith a person could have, and God still did not heal them.  When God decides to leave a person sick is when that person’s faith will be tried.  So remember the words of Peter, “That the trial of your faith, being much more precious than of gold that perisheth, though it be tried with fire, might be found unto praise and honour and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ.” (1 Peter 1:7)
Lastly I would like to say that prayer is of the utmost importance.  No matter what problem you are having, you should take it to the Lord in prayer.  If you have confessed your sins, you have sought medical help, and you have asked the church to pray, and you still remain sick, then you above all people will learn how to trust God in any situation.  Remember the words of the Lord Jesus Christ.  In Luke 18:1, Jesus said, “Men ought always to pray and not to faint.”  Sometimes God will not answer your prayer the first time you ask.  Many times, our heavenly Father wants us to visit the throne of grace many times before he will grant us our request.  Whether you are praying for yourself or for the health of another person, remember to “Be careful for nothing; but in every thing by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto God.  And the peace of God, which passesth all understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.” (Philippians 4:6,7)  No matter how God answers your prayers, be assured that you can trust him and that our heavenly Father knows what is best for us in our lives.

CAN THE DEVIL HEAL PEOPLE?
Many times I have been asked about those people that went to a special meeting and were healed.  People ask me, “Was that real?”  It is very possible that their healing was real, but that does not mean that God did the work.  The first question that I ask to people when I am dealing with this subject is, “Did you see this healing happen?”  Many times people have only heard about someone who was healed but they have never actually seen this thing with their own eyes.  Now if God said it happened, believe it without doubting.  But when it comes to the word of a man, do not believe everything you hear.  Men are fond of lying or changing a story so that is sounds better.  

If they did see the miracle happen with their own eyes, then this is my next question, “Did you know the person that was healed before he was healed?”  There are many situations where people have been paid to say they are sick or to act like they are sick so the “healer” can convince the people he has some great power.  Maybe someone has seen a man go in front of the people and the preacher will lay hands on that one.  After that, the sick man will throw down his crutches and walk away without help.  Everyone is amazed at this mighty miracle that just took place.  But wait a minute, are you sure that man came to the meeting with crutches?  Remember, you are dealing with sinful man.  Therefore, you cannot believe everything you hear or see!  

Now, maybe you have seen someone that really was sick and really did get healed.  No doubt, this type of thing is possible even today.  Remember, God still has the power to heal anyone, anywhere, and at anytime.  Remember something though, the devil has the power to heal people also!  The Bible says in 2 Thessalonians 2:9, “Even him whose coming is after the working of Satan with all power and signs and lying wonders.”  Why would Satan heal someone?  Satan would use a miracle in order to convince someone to follow false doctrine.  To prove this, you can look at the very next verse in that passage, 2 Thessalonians 2:10, which says, “And with all deceivableness of unrighteousness in them that perish: because they received not the love of the truth, that they might be saved.”  If you are still not convinced that the devil can do such miracles, look at Revelation 16:14.  The Bible says there, “For they are the spirits of devils, working miracles, which go forth unto the kings of the earth and of the whole world…”  You can see this again in Revelation 13:13-15.  These verses are talking about the false prophet who will come during the time of the tribulation.  The Bible says there, “And he doeth great wonders, so that he maketh fire come down from heaven on the earth in the sight of men, and deceiveth them that dwell on the earth by the means of those miracles which he had power to do in the sight of the beast; saying to them that dwell on the earth, that they should make an image to the beast, which had the wound by a sword, and did live.  And he had power to give life unto the image of the beast…”  One more time in Revelation 13:3-4, which says, “And I saw one of his heads as it were wounded to death; and his deadly wound was healed: and all the world wondered after the beast.  And they worshipped the dragon which gave power unto the beast…”  The devil will do whatever he needs to do so that he can keep someone from believing good doctrine.  He will heal someone’s body so that they will continue to go to a church that teaches bad doctrine.  Why?  Because he knows that if they have bad doctrine, it does not matter how good they feel in their flesh, they will not be effective in the service of God!  Therefore, put your faith in the word of God, and not in miracles that you can see.  Remember, a Christian should walk by FAITH, and not by SIGHT! (2 Corinthians 5:7)
I would like to give you one more thing to consider.  If there are men with this great power to heal the sick, why are there so many people in the hospitals?  If God still has people on the earth that can do the same things as the apostles did in the book of Acts, why do not those people go the hospitals and heal everyone inside.  Maybe you will say, “Not everyone in the hospital has enough faith to be healed.”  Let me ask you a question.  How much faith did Lazarus have when Jesus raised him from the dead?  None, he was dead.  How much faith did the beggar in Acts 3 have when Peter healed him?  None, that beggar was expecting money from Peter, not a miracle! (see Acts 3:4-6)  Peter is the one who had faith in the name of Christ (Acts 3:15), not the beggar.  In Mark 2:1-5, you read about four men which lowered their sick friend to Jesus through the roof.  The Bible says, “When Jesus saw their faith, he said unto the sick of the palsy, Son, thy sins be forgiven thee.” (2:5)  That sick man did not have the faith that caused Jesus to heal him, it was the faith of his friends that moved Jesus to heal that man.  If these men who claim to have the gift of healing truly have that power, they should be able to lay hands on any sick person, and that sick person will be healed. (Mark 16:18)  There would be no situations where the sick person would not be healed, if that person truly had the gift of healing.  The real reason those men do not go to the hospitals to heal people is because the majority of them are not interested in helping people spiritually, they are only interested in having a huge offering during a church service.  That is why they only do these miracles during a church service where everyone can see them and they can get glory and money.  I know there are some men that are the exception to that.  Some people really do have a desire to help, I know that is true.  But the problem is they have been taught bad doctrine.  Because of that they waste their time trying to heal people instead of preaching the gospel of Jesus Christ to them.  

