BIBLE BAPTIST CHURCH

DISCIPLESHIP COURSE

LESSON 2

ETERNAL SECURITY
WHAT IS MAN?

This lesson is intended to explain how a child of God received eternal life and that he is promised that he will never lose his salvation.  But before we learn how these things work, we need to examine the Bible and find out exactly what happened to us when we got saved.

(Job 7:17)  “What is man, that thou shouldest magnify him?” Six times in the Bible, the phrase “What is man” appears, so we can gather this is an important subject.  Some people think that man is simply a body.  They think that once the body is dead, it is buried in the ground and then a person ceases to exist.  Some think that a man’s body and his soul are the same thing.  Some people teach that once a man is dead, his body will be buried and his soul will rest in the grave.  If we’re going to find out the truth about what happens to a person spiritually when they receive Christ, it’s important that we answer the question “What is man?”.  What does the Bible say about this?

In 1 Thessalonians 5:23, Paul said, “…and I pray God your whole spirit and soul and body be preserved blameless unto the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ.”  Very clearly this verse shows that every man has three parts.  Every man that has ever been on the face of the earth has had a body, a soul, and a spirit.  This truth is explained in Genesis 1:26.  The Bible says there, “And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness.”  This declaration of God was carried out in Genesis 2:7.  “And the LORD God formed man of the dust of the ground (body), and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life (spirit); and man became a living soul (soul).”  Every man is a three part being because God is a three part being.  (1 John 5:7)  Remember, we were made in God’s image!  God has a body (Jesus Christ), a soul (God the Father), and a spirit (the Holy Spirit).  

Your soul is the real you.  You can see this by comparing Mark 8:36 and Luke 9:25.  This truth is also evident in Job 10:11.  It says there, “Thou hast clothed me with skin and flesh, and hast fenced me with bones and sinews.”  Our skin is only a covering for our soul.  You might want to call our skin the “clothes” for our soul.  When you put your clothes on in the morning, they take the shape of your body.  When God put our flesh on us, it took the shape of our soul.  When every girl or boy comes into this world, his flesh and his soul are connected.  Please don’t be confused on this point.  The soul and the body are NOT the same thing.  They are however stuck together.  In Levitius 5:2, the Bible says, “Or if a soul touch any unclean thing…” Notice here that a soul is mentioned as touching something.  Obviously, it was the person’s body that made physical contact with the unclean thing, but because a person’s body is connected with their soul, the unclean thing goes against the man’s soul.  

PROCESS OF JUSTIFICATION

When a person becomes justified, that means they are freed from guilt or they have been declared righteous.  In order to declare you righteous, or justified, there are certain things that God has to do to you when you receive Christ.  Your soul is saved, your spirit is born again, and your flesh is crucified.   

THE SOUL

In the New Testament, when a man receives Jesus Christ as his Saviour, the body and the soul are separated.  Colossians 2:11 says, “In whom also ye are circumcised with the circumcision made without hands, in putting off the body of the sins of the flesh by the circumcision of Christ.”  When you received Christ as your Saviour, immediately an operation took place (Colossians 2:12).  This operation is known as spiritual circumcision.  We call it “spiritual” circumcision because the operation is made without hands.  This is not a physical event, but rather a work done by the Holy Spirit inside of a believer’s body.  

Once the soul is cut loose from the flesh, the soul is then cleansed in the blood of Jesus Christ.  There are several references to show this, so please take the time to look up the following verses: Romans 5:9, 1 Corinthians 6:11, Revelation 1:5, Titus 3:5, 1 John 1:7.  Once the soul of a person has been washed in the blood of Christ, it is then sealed by the Holy Spirit.  This is very evident in Ephesians 4:30, which says, “And grieve not the holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are sealed unto the day of redemption.”  This truth is also clear in Ephesians 1:12-13 and 2 Corinthians 1:22.  You cannot break the seal of the Holy Spirit by sinning because he said that we are seal unto the day of redemption.  This day is the day when Jesus Christ comes in the clouds to catch away all of the believers from the earth.  (Romans 8:23-25)  God seals our souls so that even if the saved person sins, the sin will not be charged to that man’s soul.  The Bible says in Romans 4:8, “Blessed is the man to whom the Lord will not impute sin.”  That sin doesn’t go against (get imputed to) that man’s soul.  All of this that I have just explained is called salvation.  The part of a man that is saved is his soul.  (1 Peter 1:9)  

THE SPIRIT

The fact that our soul is saved is a great truth, but that is not all that God did for us when we received Christ.  During the process of our soul being saved, our spirit is born again.  Jesus said, “That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit.”  When we sinned for the first time, our spirit died.  (Romans 7:8-9)  That is why the Bible says in Ephesians 2:1, “And you hath he quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins.”  Our spirit was dead, and therefore we needed a new life.  So, when we received Jesus Christ that is exactly what we got.  Jesus said in John 10:10, “…I am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly.”  We not only received a new life, but we received eternal life.  Technically, what happened was our spirit was joined to the Lord.  The Bible says in 1 Corinthians 6:17, “But he that is joined unto the Lord is one spirit.”  Again, we can see this truth in Colossians 2:13, where it says, “And you, being dead in your sins and the uncircumcision of your flesh, hath he quickened together with him, having forgiven you all trespasses.”  To quicken something means to make it alive or to give it life.  Now that you are joined to the Lord, that means you will live as long as he lives.  That is why born again believers can say we know for sure that we have eternal life.  (1 John 5:13)  So, when we received the Lord Jesus Christ as our Saviour, our flesh was cut away from our soul, our soul was saved, and our spirit was made alive or born again.  

We find another blessing in 1 John 3:9.  The Bible says there, “Whosoever is born of God doth not commit sin; for his seed remaineth in him: and he cannot sin, because he is born of God.”  This verse might appear to be a bit confusing, so let us look at each part of it.  First of all, the verse says that if you are born of God, you cannot sin.  Let me ask you a question, which part of a man is born again?  According to Jesus Christ in John 3:6, our spirit is born again.  Therefore, that is the part of us that cannot sin.  Notice the next part of the verse says, “…for his seed remaineth IN him…” God’s seed was not placed on the outside; it was placed inside of you.  Therefore the part of you that cannot sin is on the inside.  Now, there is a part of you that can still sin, even after you have been born again.  Let us look at that part now.

THE FLESH

We have discussed a man’s soul and his spirit, but now we need to look at what happens to the flesh.  The Bible says in Romans 6:6, “Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with him, that the body of sin might be destroyed, that henceforth we should not serve sin.”  Paul said in Galatians 2:20, “I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me.”  The word of God is very clear in saying that our flesh is dead.  (see also Colossians 3:3) Obviously, Paul’s body was not hanging from a literal cross, but he knew that in God’s eyes, his body of sin (the flesh) was dead.  Remember, we are dealing with a spiritual operation, an operation made without hands.  Therefore, although we may not be able to see what happened to us, these things are very real and true.  In Romans 6, just a few verses after Paul told us that our old man is crucified, he says, “Likewise, reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God through Jesus Christ our Lord.”  (Romans 6:11)  Herein we find a great application of doctrine.  Paul realized it is doctrinally true that a saved man’s flesh is dead and his spirit is alive.  Now it is up to each individual Christian to apply that doctrinal truth in a practical way, so that it affects our every day walk with the Lord.  

The Bible makes it known that the flesh is dead, and we have seen the verses to prove that.  But the scriptures also teach that sin lives in our flesh even after we are saved.  Paul, as a saved man, writes in Romans 7:18 and 20, “For I know that in me (that is, in my flesh,) dwelleth no good thing: for to will is present with me; but how to perform that which is good I find not.” “Now if I do that I would not, it is no more I that do it, but sin that dwelleth in me.”  So a saved man is still capable of doing what any other man in the world might do because he still has a sinful nature living in his flesh.  You will see many warnings in the New Testament for a Christian to walk after the Spirit and not after the flesh.  (Galatians 5:16) The reason for that is when a man walks after the flesh, he is obeying that sinful nature that still abides within.  This can lead to all kinds of trouble, even an early death if the person is not careful. (see Romans 8:13)  

Although sin in a Christian’s life can mess up a lot of things, it cannot cause him to lose his salvation.  Why you might ask?  Remember earlier we saw in Romans 4:8 that God does not impute (charge) sin to a saved man.  Your soul was cut away from the flesh, washed in the blood, and sealed by the Spirit of God.  Therefore, no sin can defile it!  Even when your flesh, where sin lives, does something wrong, it cannot go against your soul, because the two are no longer connected.  This is known as being “kept by the power of God” in 1 Peter 1:5.  

INDIVIDUAL VERSES PROVING ETERNAL SECURITY

We have seen from the word of God what happens to a man when he receives Christ.  We have also seen that after a man is born again, he can never lose his salvation.   At this point, we will go over some individual verses that prove eternal security.  

(John 6:37) “All that the Father giveth me shall come to me; and him that cometh to me I will in no wise cast out.”  Jesus did NOT say, “…him that cometh to me I will in no wise cast out, unless he falls into sin.”  Jesus did NOT say that!  Jesus said there is nothing you can do that will make him cast you out.  Now that you are a member of his family, your heavenly Father will never cast you away.  This same truth is well covered in Hebrews 13:5, which says, “…for he hath said, I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee.”  God did not put the word “if” in these verses.  It doesn’t matter what we do, we will never be cast out nor will the Lord Jesus Christ ever leave us.  If you sin, you will lose you fellowship with God, but not your salvation.

(John 10:27-28) “My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me:  And I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of my hand.”  If you are saved, then you are one of God’s sheep and a member of his flock.  Jesus says here that he gives his sheep eternal life.  How do you get eternal life?  By receiving the free gift of God which was paid for on the cross of Calvary (Romans 6:23).  When you received Jesus Christ to be your Saviour, you also received eternal life at the same time.  Because you now have eternal life, you also have another promise from vs. 28.  Jesus said, “…they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of my hand.”  You cannot die and go to hell (perish), because if you did, then Jesus would be a liar!  We all know that God cannot lie, so you do not need to worry about going to hell…it CANNOT happen.  Also, no man (including yourself) can pluck you or remove you from the hand of Jesus Christ.  Even when a Christian falls, he is still in the hand of God and nothing can change that.  

(Romans 8:38-39) “For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.”  Notice in particular that Paul said nothing present (things you are doing now) or things to come (things you will do in the future) can separate you from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.  I should emphasize again at this time that sin in a Christian’s life will cause problems concerning fellowship between him and his heavenly Father, but nothing can separate that man’s spirit from the Lord Jesus Christ.  Because you are saved, you are now a member of the body of Jesus Christ (Ephesians 5:30).  If you were to separated from Christ, then that means part of his body would have to be cut off and thrown away.   Because we know that could never happen, we also know that a Christian cannot lose his salvation.

(2 Timothy 2:13) “If we believe not, yet he abideth faithful: he cannoth deny himself.”  Many people ask the question, “What if a Christian stops believing in God, will he still be saved.”  The answer is found in this verse.  Even if a born again person quits believing in God, God will still honor his promise to that person.  Why?  God cannot lie!  In 1 John 2:25, we see that God’s promise to us is eternal life.  After you have been saved, you receive this promise.  Later in your life, if you make mistakes, commit sin, or even stop believing in God, God will not go back on his word.  This is one fundamental truth we cannot ignore, that God cannot lie.  That is important to remember when studying any doctrine in the Bible, but especially eternal security.  

DOCTRINES THAT PROVE ETERNAL SECURITY

Although there are many other verses in the New Testament that prove eternal security, now I would like to look at two teachings which show clearly that a saved person cannot lose his salvation, regardless of his circumstances.  These doctrines are the Judgment Seat of Christ and being a Child of God.
JUDGMENT SEAT OF CHRIST

Maybe one of the greatest passages to prove eternal security is found in 1 Corinthians 3:11-15.  This passage is dealing with what the Bible calls the judgment seat of Christ.  (2 Corinthians 5:10 and Romans 14:10; also see lesson 5)  This is the judgment where every saved person will appear. If a man has never been born again, then he will be judged at what is known as the White Throne Judgment, found in Revelation 20:11-15.  But, the judgment seat of Christ is only for Christians.  

Once a person is saved, a foundation is laid in their life.  That foundation is Jesus Christ (vs.11).  Each day we live after we have been saved, we put something on that foundation.  In vs.12, Paul tells us that we can build on our foundations either using gold, silver, and precious stones, or wood, hay, and stubble.  If we do something right for the Lord Jesus, then we are putting up gold, silver, and precious stones (treasure in heaven).  If you do something bad, then we are building with wood, hay, and stubble.

Paul tells us in vs.13 that when we are judged, all of our works will be tested using fire.  Obviously, if we have done good things, then we do not have to worry because gold, silver, and precious stones cannot burn in a fire.  However, if we have sinned since we have been saved, then those bad works will certainly be burned up, as any wood, hay, or stubble does in a fire.  In vs.14, the Bible says that if our works remain after the fire is over, then we will receive a reward.  If we have done bad works and sinned after receiving salvation, then we will not have a reward.  Verse 15 says that we will suffer loss.  Nevertheless, we cannot ignore what Paul said in vs.15, when he wrote, “If any man’s work shall be burned, he shall suffer loss: but he himself shall be saved; yet so as by fire.”  

If a Christian wants to receive rewards when he arrives in heaven, then he should serve Christ now in this life.  If a Christian fails to serve Christ now, he will still go to heaven and he will still be saved, but he will have great shame and no rewards in heaven.  At the judgment seat of Christ, the WORKS of a Christian can burn, but not the Christian himself! 

CHILD OF GOD

Now that we have been born again, we are part of God’s family.  He is our heavenly Father and we are his children.  Let me give you an illustration that should give great comfort to a child of God.  Let us say that I am a father and I have a son.  If that child is like any other child, eventually he will do something wrong.  But because I want to be a good father, and I want my son to grow up and be a good man, I correct him when he disobeys.  When I have to punish him, am I doing that because I love him or hate him?  Of course, I correct my son because I love him.  Remember as well, that even when my son does something I do not want him to do, he is still my son!  No matter what that child will ever do, he will always be my son.  

The same thing is true with our heavenly Father. When his children sin, and do something he does not want them to do, he corrects them.  The Bible says in Hebrews 12:6, “For whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom he receiveth.” To chasten or scourge is what we know as spanking or whipping a child, which is a Bible principle for raising children.  Remember though, no matter what a child does, he is always going to be part of that family.  When you sin as child of God, God does not cast you out of his family.  He will always be your Father and you will always be his son.  Nothing can change that.  Jesus said in John 6:37, “All that the Father giveth me shall come to me; and him that cometh to me I will in no wise cast out.”   

When a Christian sins, this will affect his fellowship with his Father, but it will not affect his salvation.  Again, think of the illustration that was used concerning an earthly father and his son.  When the son does wrong, the father will be upset.  Therefore the two might not get along like before.  But when the son comes to the father and asks for forgiveness, the fellowship between the two can again be enjoyed.  The same is true with our heavenly Father.  John says, “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” (1 John 1:9)  When we as children of God sin, we may not be able to enjoy good fellowship with our Father.  But if we will humble ourselves and confess our sins to God, then once again we can enjoy our walk with God.  However, regardless of the condition of our fellowship with our Father in heaven, our standing as his children can never change.

