BIBLE BAPTIST CHURCH

DISCIPLESHIP COURSE

LESSON 3

BAPTISM
WHAT IS BAPTISM?

Baptism is one of the most misunderstood subjects among so called Christians today.  My intention in this lesson is to show clearly what the scriptures say about baptism.  

To baptize simply means to dip or to immerse.  In plainer words, when you baptize someone, you are putting him or her into something else.  It is important to remember that baptism is not only putting someone into water.  Water baptism is not the only kind of baptism there is in the Bible.  There are actually seven different baptisms in the Bible.  Here is a list of those baptisms and the verses where you find them:

1) Water baptism under John the Baptist’s ministry (John 1:31)(Mark 1:4)

2) Water baptism for the Jews that crucified Christ (Acts 2:38)
3) Water baptism after a man has been born again (1 Peter 3:21)(Matthew 28:19)

4) Spirit baptism when a man receives Christ (1 Corinthians 12:13)(Matthew 3:11)

5) Baptism of fire for a man that goes to hell (Matthew 3:11,12)

6) Baptism of suffering (Matthew 20:23)

7) Baptism unto Moses in the cloud (1 Corinthians 10:2)
All of these baptisms are important, but in this particular lesson, we will cover in great detail the baptisms found in numbers 3 and 4.  We want to study these two baptisms in greater detail because these are the two baptisms that affect the New Testament Christian the most.  

BAPTISM OF THE HOLY SPIRIT

The baptism of the Holy Spirit has general been misunderstood and misapplied by Christians for many generations.  Many different churches have perverted this baptism and many false doctrines have been developed because of it.  In Acts 1:4-5, Jesus Christ is talking to his disciples shortly before he ascends into heaven.  He tells them to wait in Jerusalem because the promise of the Father would soon come to them.  This promise was that they would be “…baptized with the Holy Ghost not many days hence.”  About 10 days later, as the disciples were gathered together in one place, the Holy Spirit came down and each of the disciples were filled with the Spirit.  (Acts 2:4) This happened on the day of Pentecost in 33 A.D.  This is the only time in history when the Holy Ghost came down in such a manner and made himself known like this.  Since that time, the Spirit of God has come inside the body of many a believer.  But the events of the day of Pentecost have never been truly repeated.  

On this special day, the Spirit of God began his ministry here on earth.  There were evident outward manifestations of the Spirit that day, but there was also an inward miracle happening.  For the first time he performed a miraculous operation, which he has continued to perform unto the present day.  The operation done that day was a spiritual baptism.  The deed is clearly stated in 1 Corinthians 12:13.  The Bible says there, “For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body…” We call it a spiritual baptism for two reasons.  First of all, we call it that because the Spirit of God does it.  And secondly, it is a spiritual baptism because no believer has ever seen it happen.  It is something that happens in the spiritual realm that no natural eye can detect.  Although we cannot see it happen, we know it is true because the scriptures tell us so.

When a man trusts Christ as his personal Saviour, the Holy Spirit is sent inside that man’s body.  (1 Corinthians 3:16, 6:19)  Keep in mind, several things happen to a person when he gets saved.  One of the things that happen is that they are put into the body of Christ.  Remember, the act of baptizing someone means to put him or her into something else.  In this particular baptism, the Spirit of God places the believer into the body of Christ.  The Bible says in Romans 6:3, “Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into his death?”  You can clearly see from this verse that a born again man is put into Jesus Christ.  The two become one.  How this happens is a mystery.  You will find it called that in Ephesians.  Ephesians 5:30 says, “For we are members of his body, of his flesh, and of his bones.”  Most definitely, we are a part of his body.  But in Ephesians 5:32, just a couple verses later, the Bible says, “This is a great mystery; but I speak concerning Christ and the church.”  Again, we need to remember that the Christian walks by faith and not by sight.  We can rest assured that we have been placed into the body of Christ due to the clear teaching of the word of God.  

When a person receives the Lord Jesus, the Spirit of God baptizes that person into the body of Christ.  The believer is made one with the Lord. (1 Corinthians 6:17)  Once you are made a part of Jesus Christ, then you are also made part of his death, burial, and resurrection.  You will see this clearly in the following verses.  In Romans 6:6, the Bible says, “Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with him…” Colossians 2:12 says, “Buried with him in baptism, wherein also ye are risen with him through the faith of the operation of God, who hath raised him from the dead.”  Notice the three things that are underlined in those verses.  We are crucified, buried, and risen WITH HIM!  Remember we were baptized or put into Christ.  We were made one WITH HIM.  Jesus Christ is the Son of God, so I am a son of God. (1 John 3:1)  Jesus Christ has eternal life, so I have eternal life. (John 10:28)  Jesus Christ is seated at the right hand of the Father, therefore I am seated right there with him. (Ephesians 2:6)  Jesus Christ was crucified, buried, and raised again, so I am crucified, buried, and raised to walk in newness of life.  All of this is true because “…by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body…”  

Everything I just explained happens before one drop of water ever falls on a believer’s body.  This spiritual baptism happens the moment you trust Jesus Christ to save your soul from a burning hell.  This is very important to realize because many false teachers will use the passages found in Romans 6:3-6, Galatians 3:27-28, and Colossians 2:11-13 to try to prove that water baptism is necessary for salvation.  The word baptism is found in all three of those passages, but the word water is not!  Be sure when you are studying the Bible that you do not make it say something that it does not say.  Nowhere in those passages is water baptism mentioned.  Every time baptism is talked about in these places, it is dealing with the work of the Holy Spirit that is performed when a man gets saved.  Each of these passages is dealing with spiritual baptism. 

WATER BAPTISM

Now that we have covered the spiritual baptism, we are ready to study water baptism and how it affects a born again believer in the New Testament.  Listed on the first page of this lesson were seven baptisms.  I am sure you can see that the first three baptisms listed have to do with water.  So the question could be asked, “Which one of those baptisms is for the believer in the New Testament age of the church?”  

Carefully look at the first baptism in the list.  This water baptism was being performed by John the Baptist before the death of Jesus Christ.  Therefore, this baptism was taking place during Old Testament times. (see Hebrews 9:15-17) In this case, we know that this baptism does not apply to a New Testament Christian.  Remember, a student of the Bible must rightly divide the word of truth.  (2 Timothy 2:15) 

The second baptism listed has to do with Jews in Jerusalem during the feast of Pentecost in 33 A.D.  (Acts 2:38) This water baptism was performed because the Jews of that generation were guilty of killing their Messiah, the Lord Jesus.  When Peter was preaching in Acts 2, he was only addressing Jewish people.  (Acts 2:5,14,22,36)  For this one time in history, the Jewish people were able to receive the Holy Spirit by being baptized in water.  Remember that the events of the day of Pentecost only happened one time, and they have never been truly repeated.  Not too long after this special event, the Bible records people receiving the Spirit of God through faith without any water baptism being involved.  (Acts 10:44-48)  It is very clear that a person living during what we call the church age (the day and age in which we live) receives the Holy Spirit through faith.  (Galatians 3:14) We can see then that what happened in Acts 2 was an isolated case and only applied to those Jews to whom Peter was preaching.  

The third baptism is the water baptism that applies to you and I during the church age.  Water baptism serves three distinct purposes: to picture what happened spiritually when you got saved, to publicly associate you with Christ, and as an act of obedience to your Saviour. In Matthew 28:19-20, Jesus gave us what is known as the Great Commission.  He said, “Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.  Teaching them to observe all things, whatsoever I have commanded you…”  This command was given by Jesus Christ to his disciples in 33 A.D. and has been carried out through the ages until this present day.  The order of this commission is vitally important.  First, we are to preach or teach the gospel.  (see Mark 16:15) After a person receives the gospel, then we are to baptize him or her.  Along with the baptism, Jesus instructs his apostles to disciple their converts by teaching them all things whatsoever they had been taught. (see 2 Tim 2:2) We can easily understand why Jesus placed a great deal of emphasis on the preaching and teaching of the word of God because that is how a sinner can find salvation.  (1 Pet 1:23-25) But we also need to understand why such an emphasis was placed on this “believer’s baptism” of water.

Water baptism is a picture or an illustration.  It signifies what happened to a person spiritually when he or she got saved.  In 1 Peter 3:20-21, we read these words, “…wherein few, that is, eight souls were saved by water.  The like figure whereunto even baptism doth also now save us (not the putting away of the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience toward God,) by the resurrection of Jesus Christ.”  In vs.20, Peter is describing the situation during the time of Noah.  The only way Noah and his family were saved was by floating in the water.  Then in vs.21, Peter clearly says that the water he just mentioned is a “like figure”.  Water baptism is picture.  It is meant to illustrate something else.  What does is picture?  It pictures the baptism that saves you.  Which baptism is that?  It is the spiritual baptism, the baptism of the Holy Spirit found in 1 Corinthians 12:13.  

Look carefully at the words inside the parentheses of vs.21.  The like figure, which is water baptism, does NOT put away the filth of the flesh.  It is only an answer of a good conscience.  When you get saved, your conscience is purged, or cleansed, in the blood of Jesus Christ. (Hebrews 9:14) When a man receives a clean conscience, and the Holy Spirit is living inside of that person, then the Spirit of God will immediately begin dealing with that person’s conscience in an effort to get them to obey the Lord.  Once you have been saved, then you are commanded by the Lord Jesus Christ to be baptized in water according to Matthew 28:19.  So one of the first things the Holy Spirit will urge a new convert to do is get publicly baptized.  This pattern can be found all throughout the book of Acts. (Acts 8:37, 9:18, 10:47, 16:15, 16:33, 18:8)  In each of these cases, the person or people had already believed on the Lord Jesus Christ, and shortly thereafter they were baptized.  

Being baptized is not only an act of obedience toward the Lord, but an opportunity to publicly confess you are a follower of Jesus Christ.  This is one reason so much emphasis is placed on this baptism for a born again believer.  We have no reason to be ashamed of the gospel.  Paul said in Romans 1:16, “For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ…” When you get baptized, a man places you under the water and brings you up again.  This is a picture of the death, burial, and resurrection of Christ, which you were put into when you got saved.  Remember, you were crucified with him, buried with him, and raised again with him!  That is why Peter said water baptism is a like figure of the baptism that saves you!  

METHOD OF BAPTISM

I would like to briefly discuss the method of baptism, because some churches have fallen into the snare of tradition rather than following the Bible concerning this.  One can often find churches sprinkling people and calling that a baptism.  Why they call sprinkling water on someone a baptism is a mystery even to most of their own church members.  The sprinkling of water for the purpose of baptism is found nowhere in the Bible. According to the scriptures, the only Biblical method of baptism is immersion.  In plainer words, the person being baptized needs to be put completely under the water and then brought back up again.  Obviously this is done to go along with the like figure we have already discussed.  In several places in scripture, you will see baptism connected with a burial.  Every time I have ever seen someone buried, he or she is put completely under the ground.  I have yet to see any burial where they simply put the body on the ground and sprinkle some dirt on it!  Baptism by immersion can also be seen in Christ’s baptism.  Matthew 3:16 says, “And Jesus, when he was baptized, went up straightway out of the water…” The only way he could come up out of the water is that first he was completely immersed in the water.  

BAPTISMAL REGENERATION

Baptismal regeneration is only a fancy way of saying that water baptism is necessary for salvation.  This is by far the most damaging heresy ever taught concerning baptism.  Throughout this lesson, I have already dealt with many of the passages that people use to teach this heresy.  However, I want to give you some more clear reasons from the word of God why water baptism cannot save you. 

First of all, our salvation is a free gift given to us by the grace of God, apart from any good work we could ever do.  (Ephesians 2:8-9 and Titus 3:5) Baptism is certainly a good thing to do, but in the church age, good works cannot save your soul.  Only by trusting the shed blood of Jesus Christ can a man be saved now!

Secondly, it is the gospel that saves a man and not baptism.  You will see this clearly by comparing scripture with scripture.  Notice first in Romans 1:16, Paul says, “For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ; for it is the power of God unto salvation unto to everyone that believeth…” Once a man believes the gospel, then the gospel is what saves him, for it is the power of God unto salvation.  Compare that with 1 Corinthians 1:17.  Paul, who wrote the verse we just looked at, says here in 1 Corinthians, “For Christ sent me not to baptize, but to preach the gospel…” It is made very obvious in this verse that baptism and the gospel are completely different things.  Remember, contrast is one of the methods of learning the Bible.  The gospel is what saves a person.  Therefore, because baptism is not part of the gospel, then baptism can have no part in the salvation of any man’s soul! 

