BIBLE BAPTIST CHURCH

DISCIPLESHIP COURSE

LESSON 4

SECOND COMING OF CHRIST

WHAT IS A CHRISTIAN’S HOPE?

This lesson is designed to warn, comfort, and educate a Christian.  The Second Coming of the Lord Jesus Christ and the events surrounding that are the most talked about events in the Bible.  There are over 500 prophecies in the Old Testament alone concerning our Lord coming back to the earth.  The first thing we want to do is see how the 2nd Coming of Christ affects a child of God.

In Titus 2:13, the scriptures say, “Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ.”  In the Bible, “hope” is an expectation or something to which you can look forward.  For a Christian, one of the things we should be looking forward to is seeing the One who died for us, the Lord Jesus Christ.  One of the great things about our Saviour is that we can always trust what he says.  Jesus Christ promised us in John 14:2-3, “In my Father’s house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you.  I go to prepare a place for you.  And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also.”  There is no doubt that Jesus went away.  So there is no doubt that one day, hopefully soon, He will be coming back to take us home to heaven to be with him forever.  In Acts 1:11, the angels said to Christ’s disciples, “...Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven?  this same Jesus, which is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have seen him go into heaven.”  Jesus was taken up in the clouds, so that is exactly how we are expecting to see him when he comes for his saints in an event we commonly refer to as the Rapture.

WHEN WILL JESUS COME AGAIN?

Jesus said in Matthew 24:36, “But of that day and hour knoweth no man, no, not the angels of heaven, but my Father only.”  Notice that Jesus said no one could know the exact day and hour of his coming.  The apostle Paul said in 1 Thessalonians 5:1-3, “But of the times and seasons, brethren, ye have no need that I write unto you.  For yourselves know perfectly that the day of the Lord so cometh as a thief in the night.  For when they shall say, Peace and safety; then sudden destruction cometh upon them, as travail upon a woman with child; and they shall not escape.” Paul says that the Lord’s return is like a thief in the night.  No one knows when a thief will come to their home!  Therefore, no one knows when Jesus will return to the earth.  Jesus told his disciples in Acts 1:7, “It is not for you to know the times or the seasons, which the Father hath put in his own power.”  Very clearly, the scripture teaches us that no one can know the exact time of the Second Coming of Christ.  

Because we do not know the exact time our Lord will return, we should stay ready at all times to leave this earth.  That is why Paul said in 1 Thessalonians 5:4, “But ye, brethren, are not in darkness, that that day should overtake you as a thief.”  Remember, as a saved person, you should constantly be looking for the blessed hope, which is the appearing of Jesus Christ.  That means you should take care of your spiritual life at all times.  You do not want the Lord Jesus Christ to return and find your life a mess.  You would still be taken to heaven with him because you have been saved, but you would be ashamed because you did poorly as a child of God.  

SIGNS OF THE TIMES

Although we cannot know the exact time Jesus Christ will come again, it is possible for us to know that his return will be soon.  The way we recognize this is by watching the “end time” prophecies come to pass exactly as the Bible predicted.   In Matthew 24:3, Jesus was asked this question by his disciples, “Tell us, when shall these things be? and what shall be the sign of thy coming, and of the end of the world?”  For the rest of Matthew 24 Jesus Christ answered that question.  He gives approximately 20 different prophecies that would come to pass before his return.  We have already seen part of these prophecies come to pass!  In Matthew 16:3, Jesus rebuked the Pharisees and the Sadducees for not knowing the signs of the times.  We are seeing a lot of these signs come to pass, so we know that the coming of Christ is getting close.  None of these signs or prophecies show us an exact time Jesus will appear.  Nevertheless, our hearts can rejoice as we see each and every prophecy fulfilled and we know that the Lord’s appearing is soon.

Here are some more signs that the Bible gives us so we can know the times and seasons, or the general time frame, of Christ return.  In 2 Timothy 3:1-5, the Bible says, “This know also, that in the last days perilous times shall come.  For men shall be lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, without natural affection, trucebreakers, false accusers, incontinent, fierce, despisers of those that are good, traitors, heady, highminded, lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God; having a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof: from such turn away.” This is certainly a description of the times in which we live.  

Notice again in 1 Timothy 4:1-3, “Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some shall depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils; speaking lies in hypocrisy; having their conscience seared with a hot iron; forbidding to marry, and commanding to abstain from meats…” Again, all of these things are happening in our generation.  

One more time, look at 2 Thessalonians 2:3.  There it says, “Let no man deceive you by any means: for that day shall not come, except there come a falling away first, and that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition.”  The falling away mentioned there is what we know as apostasy.  That is when the saved people fall away from the truth and no longer contend for the faith.  This is what we have been witnessing throughout Christianity for approximately 70 years. The scriptures are being fulfilled right before our eyes!  Although we may not know exactly when the Lord might appear, one thing is clear, the coming of the Lord is very near!  

Maybe the best way to see that we are in the very end of the end times is to follow what is happening in Israel.  Ever since the Jews rejected their Messiah almost 2000 years ago, God has put them aside and has been ministering to the Gentiles of the world.  However, God is not completely through with his chosen people, the Jews.  There are numerous verses that show how the world is going to turn against Israel in the last days. (Zephaniah 3:8, Zechariah 14:2) In the scripture, the LORD likens Israel to a fig tree.  This is significant because Jesus told us in Matthew 24:32-33, “Now learn a parable of the fig tree; When his branch is yet tender, and putteth for leaves, ye know that summer is nigh: So likewise ye, when ye shall see all these things, know that it is near; even at the doors.”  In 1948, the nation of Israel was allowed back into their land.  As time goes on, God will deal with them more and more, until eventually Jesus comes and rescues them from the antichrist.  How exciting it is to see this fig tree putting for his leaves.
Because the Bible has provided so many warning signs we can be aware of, a Christian will be without excuse if he is not prepared to meet the Lord.  

NEW BODIES

One of the exciting things a child of God has to look forward to is receiving a new body.  We studied in Lesson 2 on eternal security that our flesh still has sin living inside of it.  When we received Christ as our Saviour, our souls were saved, our spirits were born again, and our flesh was crucified, “…so that the body of sin might be destroyed…” (Romans 6:6) When Jesus Christ appears, the first thing he will is give us a new body.  At that point, I will never have to worry about sinning again, because my flesh will no longer have sin living in it!  The Bible says in Philippians 3:20-21, “For our conversation is in heaven; from whence also we look for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ: who shall change our vile body, that it may be fashioned like unto his glorious body…” In 1 John 3:2, the Bible says, “Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we know that, when he shall appear, we shall be like him; for we shall see him as he is.”  Again, in 1 Corinthians 15:51-52, Paul says, “Behold, I shew you a mystery; We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed.”  In all of these verses you have just read, the author was writing to saved people.  John even said, “…now are we the sons of God…” So if you are a child of God now, one day in the future you will have a body just like Jesus Christ!  Our new body will have the same characteristics that Christ’s body had when he rose from the dead.  We will be able to move faster than he speed of light, we will be able to walk through a closed door, we can eat and drink, we will never be sick, and we will never worry about death again.  According to Romans 8:23, this event is known as the redemption of our body. Paul said there in vs.23, “…waiting for the adoption, to wit, the redemption of our body.”  Remember in our study on eternal security, we discussed how we are sealed unto the day of redemption. (Ephesians 4:30) This is that day of redemption of which Paul was speaking.  This is the day our bodies get saved, because this is the day when sin will leave us forever!    

WHAT HAPPENS WHEN CHRIST APPEARS?

In 1 Thessalonians 4:16-17, we read these words, “For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first: then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord.”  One da;y hopefully very soon, Jesus Christ will come down in the clouds.  At that point, Jesus will take all of the saved people from the earth.  The dead in Christ are all of the people that have been saved since the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, but died before the Rapture happened. The ones that are alive and remain are the people that have been saved and are still alive when this event takes place.  That means that there will be people that never die!  There will be a great shout, followed by a long trumpet blast, and then we will probably hear our names called.  For instance, “Mike Banda, come up hither.”  We can safely say this will happen, because in John 10:3, Jesus said, “…and he calleth his own sheep by name, and leadeth them out.” (see also Revelation 4:1)  The first ones to leave the earth will be the dead in Christ.  Their dead bodies will immediately be changed and they will come up out of their graves with their new bodies.  As they are on their way to meet the Lord in the air, we which are alive and remain will hear our names, and then in an instant, our bodies also shall be changed.  At that point, we will begin our flight to meet our Saviour face to face.  It is important to realize that if a person is not saved, they will miss this great event.  They will be left behind and will enter into the worst times this earth has ever known. (Matthew 24:21)  

TWO PARTS TO CHRIST’S COMING

What we have just been studying what is commonly known as the Rapture.  That is the time when Jesus Christ comes in the clouds to take away all the saved people from the earth.  This will cause great trouble in the world.  Millions of people will be missing from various places all over the earth.  Then a man will arise that will unite the world and bring peace to everyone.  He has several names in the scripture.  In one place he is called the man of sin (2 Thessalonians 2:3).  In that same place, he is called the son of perdition.  In 1 John 2:18, he is called antichrist.  And all throughout the book of Revelation, he is called the beast.  In the Old Testament, this man is mentioned in many different passages that we will not take time to study at this point.  The antichrist, as he is commonly known, is one of the most talked about characters in the Bible.  This man will control the world for seven years.  These seven years are known as the tribulation.  In the Bible, this time is called the time of Jacob’s trouble. (Jeremiah 30:7) The antichrist will sign a peace treaty with the nation of Israel.  The original agreement will be for seven years, however after only half of that time passes, the beast will break the covenant and begin persecuting God’s people worse than they’ve ever experienced. (Daniel 9:27)  That is why Jeremiah the prophet called it the time of Jacob’s trouble.  

At the end of these seven years of tribulation, Jesus Christ will then make his way back to the earth.  When he takes the body of Christ home to heaven, he will only come to the clouds.  He will not come all the way back to the earth.  After the great tribulation is over, Jesus will return the entire distance to the earth.  When he came to first time 2,000 years ago, he came to die for man’s sins.  When he comes the second time, he will be coming “in flaming fire taking vengeance on them that know not God, and that obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ.” (2 Thessalonians 1:8)  The book of Revelation talks about the Battle of Armageddon. (Revelation 16:16)  This is the battle where the antichrist and his army will fight against Jesus Christ and his army. (Revelation 17:14 and 19:7-21) The very people that Christ took off of the earth seven years prior to this will be following Him back down to earth to fight this battle.  That is right, it will be us!  All the saved people, the body of Christ, will return with the Lord back to the earth.  Thanks be to God, we already know how this battle ends.  The scriptures tell us clearly that the King of Kings and Lord of Lords is victorious and no one in his army dies!  After this battle is over, Jesus will sit on his throne in Jerusalem, where he will rule on this earth for a thousand years. (Isaiah 2:1-4 and Revelation 20:4) 

ARE YOU READY?

Now that you know Jesus Christ is coming back soon, are you ready to meet him? If you had to meet Jesus today, could you look Him in the eyes and tell Him you did your very best for him?  John said in 1 John 2:28, “And now little children, abide in him; that, when he shall appear, we may have confidence, and not be ashamed before him at his coming.”  You do not have to be worried about Him leaving you behind because you are in Christ and nothing can separate you from him. (Romans 8:38,39)  Remember, you are eternally secure.  There is no way you can lose your salvation.  However you do need to be concerned about making sure your life is well pleasing to him.  When we are judged at the judgment seat of Christ, we want to be able to hear our Saviour tell us, “Well done, thou good and faithful servant…enter thou into the joy of thy lord.” (Matthew 25:21) Do you have any treasure laid up in heaven?  Do you have rewards awaiting you?  If your life is not what it should be, then go to your Father and confess your sins. (1 John 1:9) This way your fellowship with him can be restored, and you can be ready to meet your Saviour when he comes for us in the clouds.  

