BIBLE BAPTIST CHURCH

DISCIPLESHIP COURSE

LESSON 5

JUDGMENT SEAT OF CHRIST

WHAT IS THE JUDGMENT SEAT OF CHIRST?

In the Bible, there are a total of seven judgments.  They are all important and as you read through your Bible, you will notice them.  Here is a list of those judgments:

1) Judgment Seat of Christ (Romans 14:10)(2 Corinthians 5:10)
2) The Great White Throne Judgment (Revelation 20:11-15)
3) Judgment of the Nations (Matthew 25:31-46)

4) Judgment of this World (John 12:31)
5) Daily Judgment of Sin in a Believer’s Life (1 Corinthians 11:31)

6) Judgment of Israel During the Tribulation (Isaiah 4:4)(Hebrews 10:30,31)

7) Judgment of Angels (1 Corinthians 6:3)(Jude 6) 

In this lesson, we are going to study the judgment which applies to Christians.  This judgment is called the judgment seat of Christ.  We get that from two different verses in the New Testament.  In Romans 14:10, the Bible says, “But why dost thou judge thy brother? or why dost thou set at nought thy brother? for we shall all stand before the judgment seat of Christ.”  Again in 2 Corinthians 5:10, we read, “For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ; that every one may receive the things done in his body, according to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad.”  In both of these passages Paul, the apostle to the Gentiles, is talking to saved people in the New Testament.  Therefore, we have no doubt this judgment applies only to saved people.  

The judgment seat of Christ does not determine a person’s salvation.  The purpose of the judgment seat of Christ is to determine whether or not a Christian gets rewarded for their service to God after they were saved.  When you received Jesus Christ as your Saviour, a place was reserved for you in heaven and nothing can change that.  (1 Peter 1:3-5) If a Christian does good works after they are saved, then they will be rewarded for those good works at this judgment.  If a saved person does bad works after they are saved, then they are in danger of losing rewards, yet they are not in danger of losing their souls!  If you would like to see this clearly laid out in the scriptures, please read 1 Corinthians 3:11-15 and you can read the notes at the end of the second lesson.  Again, the writer of that passage is the apostle Paul, and he is talking to a group of saved Gentiles, so we are confident that we are reading that doctrine that applies to saved people during the church age.  

INHERITANCE

There are different rewards that a Christian can receive at the judgment seat of Christ.  One of the rewards a Christian can earn is an inheritance.  You will find verses dealing with this in the words of Paul, Peter, and John.  Be careful when you study this matter of an inheritance, because there is an inheritance that we can earn and then there is an inheritance that we automatically receive just for being a child of God.  In Ephesians 1:11, Paul is speaking to a group of saved people and he tells them, “In whom also we have obtained an inheritance, being predestinated according to the purpose of him who worketh all things after the counsel of his own will.”  Notice Paul is speaking in the past tense.  Because you are a child of God, there is an inheritance that has already been promised to you!  Now look at this verse found in Colossians 3:24.  It says there, “Knowing that of the Lord ye shall receive the reward of the inheritance: for ye serve the Lord Christ.”  The inheritance that Paul is talking about here is something that a person can receive as a reward given for serving Jesus Christ.  So in one place, we read about an inheritance which came along with our salvation automatically, but in another place we read about an inheritance which is conditional, based upon our service to the Lord.  

As Christians, there are certain things that have been promised to us.  We know for sure that we have a mansion in heaven according to John 14:1-3.  In 1 John 3:2 and several other verses like it, we are promised to have a new body, just like the body Jesus Christ has right now.  And as children of God, we have been promised eternal life. (1 John 2:25) These things are among the inheritance that we automatically receive upon receiving Christ as our Saviour.  We do not have to do any good works to earn them, nor do we have to do any good works to keep them.  

John says in Revelation 5:10, “And hast made us unto our God kings and priests: and we shall reign on the earth.”  In our last lesson, I mentioned how that Jesus Christ will run the world as King of Kings for a thousand years.  That period of one thousand years is commonly known as the millennium.  Our service now will determine whether or not we will be able to reign with him during that period of time.  This is the inheritance that we can earn.  If we faithfully serve the Lord after our salvation, then at the judgment seat of Christ we could hear our Lord say, “Well, thou good servant: because thou hast been faithful in a very little, have thou authority over ten cities.” (Luke 19:17)  He will appoint his faithful servants as kings over certain areas of land throughout the world!  But be careful.  The apostle Paul tells us in 2 Timothy 2:12, “If we suffer, we shall also reign with him: if we deny him, he also will deny us.”  If we faithfully obey the Lord after we are saved, then we will be able to reign with Christ in the millennium.  If we deny Him, and do not obey Him after we are saved, then at the judgment seat of Christ, He will deny us the opportunity to reign with him.  It is important to notice here that if we do not obey Him faithfully as a saved person, we do not lose our salvation, but we do lose the privilege of reigning with him during the millennium.  This is one of the ways you can suffer loss at the judgment seat of Christ. (1 Corinthians 3:15)
CROWNS

Another type of reward a Christian can receive is a crown.  In the Bible, there are four different crowns mentioned.  They are the crown of righteousness, crown of rejoicing, crown of life, and crown of glory.  Before we look at each of these crowns individually, we need to see what Paul said in 1 Corinthians 9:24-25.  In this passage, the apostle Paul is likening the Christian life to a sporting competition.  These are his words, “Know ye not that they which run in a race run all, but one receiveth the prize?  So run, that ye may obtain.  And every man that striveth for the mastery is temperate in all things.  Now they do it to obtain a corruptible crown; but we an incorruptible.”  Athletes train a lot and work hard simply so they can receive a reward that will eventually fade away.  We as Christians should put forth all of our effort and strive to obey the Spirit of God instead of our flesh so that one day we can receive an incorruptible crown.  This is a crown that will never rust or fade and that no one can ever take away.  

CROWN OF RIGHTEOUSNESS

In 2 Timothy 4:8, Paul says, “Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at that day: and not to me only, but unto all them also that love his appearing.”  This is a crown that we can receive if we are looking forward to Christ’s appearing.  We studied in our last lesson that Jesus Christ will soon be coming back to the earth to take away all of the saved people.  As a born again person, we should be occupied doing our Father’s business until the day Jesus appears. (Luke 19:13) 

If a man is loving the appearing of Jesus Christ, then he will stay ready at all times.  In the passage where this crown is mentioned, Paul said in vs.7, “I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith.”  If someone is looking forward to and loving the appearing of the Lord Jesus Christ, then they will also continue fighting the good fight, run their course, and keep the faith.  It’s not enough to simply say, “Yes, I want Jesus to come back.” and think that those words are fulfilling the requirement of loving his appearing.  That profession must be backed up with the deeds mentioned by Paul in the verse printed above (vs.7).

CROWN OF REJOICING

In 1 Thessalonians 2:19, Paul says, “For what is our hope, or joy, or crown of rejoicing?  Are not even ye in the presence of our Lord Jesus Christ at his coming?”  Notice in this verse that Paul’s converts are said to be his crown.  This is commonly called the “soul winner’s crown”. This crown is received for souls that you helped win to Christ.  I want to encourage any Christian reading this lesson.  In 1 Corinthians 3:6-8, Paul is explaining that winning people to Christ is a team effort.  No one man can do all the work himself.  Some people plant the seed of the word of God in people’s hearts.  Some people water that seed that has been planted.  Then in his time, God gives the increase and that soul is won to Christ.  There in vs.8, there is a great promise.  It reads, “Now he that planteth and he that watereth are one: and every man shall receive his own reward according to his own labour.”  Even if you are not with someone when they receive Christ, God will still reward you for doing your part in that soul repenting and getting saved.

Please remember this, that each person to whom God allows you to witness could possibly become a crown of rejoicing some day.  If that person does not get saved, you are not only missing out on a crown, but a soul goes to hell.  That is why a Christian should always be aware of people dying and going to hell around him or her.  If we do not have a vision of these people’s eternal problems in the lake of fire, they will surely perish. (Proverbs 29:18)  So let us do everything we can to bring the lost to Christ, not just for a crown, but to save a soul from eternal punishment in the lake of fire. 

CROWN OF LIFE

In James 1:12 it says, “Blessed is the man that endureth temptation: for when he is tried, he shall receive the crown of life, which the Lord hath promised to them that love him.”  The crown of life is awarded to people who do not give in to the temptation of sin.  All of us deal with temptation.  Because sin still lives in our flesh, we have a constant battle going on within our bodies.  We can either choose to serve the Spirit of God or choose to serve sin.  (Galatians 5:16-17) When a Christian endures the temptations of sin, then a crown of life is laid up for him or her.  Let me remind you that if a Christian makes the wrong decision and obeys his flesh rather than the Spirit of God, he is in no danger of losing salvation.  He is only in danger of losing this crown at the judgment seat of Christ. (1 Corinthians 3:13-15)
CROWN OF GLORY

Peter tells us in 1 Peter 5:4, “And when the chief Shepherd shall appear, ye shall receive a crown of glory that fadeth not away.”  This crown is earned by faithfully putting out the scripture to God’s people.  This crown is also commonly referred to as “the shepherd’s crown”.  The reason it is called that is because in this passage Peter is discussing how to be a good pastor or shepherd of God’s sheep.  We can say without any doubt that a pastor is able to earn this crown if he meets the requirements found in the context.  But there is also a chance that any Christian could receive this crown if they feed the flock of God in some manner.  Possibly a Sunday school teacher or a person who discipled others would qualify for this crown.  

THE TERROR OF THE LORD

In 2 Corinthians 5:10-11, Paul gives us these words, “For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ; that every one may receive the things done in his body, according to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad.  Knowing therefore the terror of the Lord, we persuade men…” Although a Christian does not have to worry about losing his soul at this judgment, there are still plenty of things for him or her to be concerned with.  Remember now that God is our Father.  He wants to see his children do what is right.  He loves us more than we can imagine.  He gives us grace to live for him daily.  He gave us his Holy Bible to guide our lives.  He lives inside of our bodies in the form of the Holy Spirit.  He has done all these things so that we can live a profitable life after we have been saved.  If a Christian despises all of these things, and does not do something for the Lord in this life, then he will greatly disappoint his Father.  

If we have done good after our salvation then we will receive a reward, as we have already seen in this lesson.  But if we ignore the will of our Father in heaven and obey our flesh, then we should expect to see the terror of the Lord.  Just like an earthly father and son, if the son doesn’t fulfill the commandments of his father, then the father will punish that child.  Obviously our heavenly Father will not reward us for a job poorly done. (1 Corinthians 3:15) There are different ways that he will be able to punish us during the judgment seat of Christ.  One way that we can be punished is the losing of rewards. We should desire to receive a full reward and not just a partial one.  John said in 2 John 8, “Look to yourselves, that we lose not those things which we have wrought, but that we receive a full reward.”  Even after we have done something good to earn a reward, it is possible for us to lose that reward later in our lives by living wrong.  So you can see it is very important for a Christian to continually live right after he is saved.  This is not to keep his salvation, but to keep his rewards!  John said in another verse, “And now, little children, abide in him; that, when he shall appear, we may have confidence, and not be ashamed before him at his coming.” (1 John 2:28) What could be worse than looking into the eyes of the One who died for you and realize that you failed to please Him like you could have?
CONFESSION OF SIN

If a Christian has done some bad things after he has been saved then he is in danger of meeting the terror of the Lord at the judgment seat of Christ.  If you, as a Christian, realize that you have sinned since your salvation, there is a way to remove those things from your record so that you do not have to answer for them at the judgment seat of Christ.  In 1 John 1:9, the Bible says, “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”  This verse was written to a group of people that were already saved.  A lost person cannot remove their sins by confessing them.  They remove their sins simply by receiving Christ as their Saviour and being washed in his blood.  But as a Christian, if you want to stay in good fellowship with your Saviour and you want a clean record at the judgment seat of Christ, then you need to confess your sins often.  

In 1 Corinthians 11:31, the Bible says, “For if we would judge ourselves, we should not be judged.”  During this life, if a Christian will examine his heart and confess the sins that he commits, then he has a promise that God will not judge him for those things later.  In 1 Timothy 5:24, Paul said, “Some men’s sins are open beforehand, going before to judgment; and some men they follow after.”  The best thing for a Christian to do is bring his sins into the open before the judgment seat of Christ.  That does not mean that you have to confess your sins to another human being.  But you do need to admit to your Father in heaven that you have sinned and that you want him to forgive you so that fellowship can be restored.  If a Christian fails to confess the sins he commits after he has been saved, then they will follow him to the judgment seat of Christ and be dealt with there.  So every saved person has a choice.  You can either deal with you sins now and allow the Saviour to cleanse you from all unrighteousness (1 John 1:9) or you can continue to ignore them and let Him deal with you at the judgment.  Proverbs 28:13 gives us some good advice.  It says there, “He that covereth his sins shall not prosper: but whoso confesseth and forsaketh them shall have mercy.”  If you have erred as a child of God, you are in danger of losing rewards you have already earned.  You are in danger of suffering loss at the judgment seat of Christ.  You are in danger of disappointing your Saviour.  You most definitely will be rebuked by the God of heaven and thereby suffer shame.  But if you want to make this right, simply humble yourself, go to God, and ask him to create in you a clean heart and renew a right spirit within you. (Psalms 51:10) 

