BIBLE BAPTIST CHURCH

DISCIPLESHIP COURSE

LESSON 6

WITNESSING

REACHING A LOST WORLD

Over the first five lessons in this discipleship course, we have been covering some basic truths with which every Bible believing Christian ought to be familiar.  In the first lesson you learned that one of the reasons we study the Bible is to make sure you are rooted and grounded in the word of God.  Without having a good foundation in the scriptures, the devil can easily mislead you and cause you to live a useless life.  The first five lessons covered several things you need to know.  These next few lessons you will be studying will cover not only things you need to know, but also some things you need to do.  In this lesson we will be looking at what the Bible says about being a public witness for the Lord Jesus Christ.  

In the world today there are over six billion people.  The great majority of those people are lost and on their way to hell.  God has given you and I the responsibility of trying to reach these lost people with the gospel before it is too late.  Obviously, just one individual cannot reach six billon people, but you can make a difference in whatever area God has placed you.  If you want to make a difference for Christ where you are, then you will need to notice what the Bible says in Jude 22.  It says there, “And of some have compassion, making a difference.”  The only way we can make a difference is if we have compassion for the souls of the people around us.  If we do not see their need and if we do not care, then we will not try to reach them with the gospel.  Over and over again in the gospels, we read that Jesus was moved with compassion.  The reason Jesus left heaven, came to earth, and died on the cross was because he cared about you and me.  In order to change the eternal destiny of the people we come in contact with, we will have to be moved with compassion like Jesus is.  If you are saved, then having this kind of compassion is very possible “…because the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost which is given unto us.” (Romans 5:5)  

WITNESSING IS A NECESSITY

Jesus said in Mark 16:15, “Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature.”  One of the clearest commandments Jesus ever gave his disciples was to preach the gospel.  Before he ascended back into heaven, Jesus told the disciples, “But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth.”  When we received Christ as our Saviour we received the Holy Ghost into our bodies. (Galatians 3:14)  Therefore, we should be witnesses for the Lord Jesus Christ in any place God might put us.  

Just like the Lord Jesus Christ, the apostle Paul placed a strong emphasis on preaching the gospel.  Paul says in 1 Corinthians 9:16, “For though I preach the gospel, I have nothing to glory of: for necessity is laid upon me; yea, woe is unto me, if I preach not the gospel.”  Paul makes it clear that preaching the gospel is not an option in a Christian’s life, rather it is a necessity.  Witnessing is something that we have to do.  If we do not do it, then people will remain lost in their sin, and they will end up in the lake of fire.  Paul also said in 2 Corinthians 4:4 that lost people are blinded by the devil and cannot see the light of the gospel of Christ.  We need to notice what the apostle Paul said in the verse before that.  Paul said in 2 Corinthians 4:3, “But if our gospel be hid, it is hid to them that are lost.”  You and I as saved people have the light of the gospel inside of us. (Ephesians 5:8)  The devil knows that.  So the devil will try to keep us from witnessing and giving the gospel to other people.  If he can get us to shut our mouths and not be a witness for Christ, then he knows that the light of the gospel will never reach those people that he has blinded.  Therefore, we need to constantly have our feet shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace. (Ephesians 6:15)  When we quit witnessing to others about the salvation that is found in Jesus Christ alone, we are taking off our “gospel shoes” and the devil wins a victory.  Again let me say, witnessing is not an option in a Christian’s life, it is a necessity!
WHY DO WE PREACH THE GOSPEL?

There are three reasons why a Christian needs to be a consistent witness.  First of all we preach the gospel out of obedience to God’s command.  Secondly, we try to win souls to Christ so that people can be saved from eternal damnation.  And lastly, witnessing will help you in your walk with the Lord.
OBEYING GOD’S COMMAND

I have listed some verses above from the word of God showing you that both Jesus and Paul commanded us to witness.  Just like any other commandment we find in the Bible, we should be willing to submit ourselves to whatever God wants us to do.  Remember, we do not keep the commandments to get saved.  We do not keep the commandments to stay saved.  We should keep God’s commandments because we are saved.  You should be willing to do whatever God asks you to do simply because you are his servant and he is your Lord.  God tells us to pray, so we should do it every day.  He commands us to study the Bible, so that is what we should do.  God tells us to get baptized after we have been saved, so we should submit to that.  God clearly wants you and I to preach the gospel, so that is what we should do.  

GETTING PEOPLE SAVED FROM ETERNAL DAMNATION

As I mentioned in the beginning of this lesson, compassion is absolutely necessary if you are going to make a difference in someone else’s life.  In order to have a broken heart over the condition of the lost people around you, you must remember where they are going when they die.  Proverbs 29:18 says, “Where there is no vision, the people perish…”  We need to constantly have a vision of the eternal condition of lost people.  A person that has never trusted Jesus Christ to save them is only one heart beat away from a devil’s hell.  Once that lost person dies, the only thing they will know for the rest of eternity is pain, suffering, anguish, burning, screaming, crying, weeping, wailing, gnashing of teeth, sorrow, distress, and the torment of the lake of fire.  If we will keep this vision of hell before us, then we can move with compassion towards them with the gospel of Christ that can save them from all of those things I have listed.  

Let me illustrate my point.  Imagine as you are walking through town you see a building on fire.  You can see the smoke and the flames coming from the back of the building.  Unfortunately, there is man that is about to walk into that building.  Evidently he does not know the building is on fire.  At this point, you have two options.  You can continue walking down the street and allow that man to be burned to death in the fire, or you can run towards him and warn him of the danger he is about to meet.  Any human being that has a sound mind would try to stop the man from going into the fire.  Once you tell the man that there is a fire inside the building and he is danger of being burned, then it is up to that man whether or not he still wants to go inside the building.  I am sure you can see how this applies to a Christian.  We know that there is a place called hell and that there is fire there.  We can see people everywhere we look that are on their way to hell.  It is therefore our responsibility to warn them of the danger they are in. 

HELP YOU IN YOUR WALK WITH THE LORD

When you become a consistent witness for the Lord Jesus Christ, you will notice a difference in your walk with the Lord.  Preaching the gospel not only brings you joy because you are obeying God, but it brings with it many other benefits.  Witnessing will keep several areas in your life where they need to be.  If you witness consistently, then you will study your Bible because you will need to know how to answer particular questions and deal with certain people.  If you witness consistently, then you will pray often.  You will pray not only for the Spirit of God to help you as you preach the gospel, but you will also pray earnestly for the souls of the people with which you have already talked.  If you witness consistently, then you will be careful about how you are living.  A person that is not living a clean life will not be able to persuade people that the salvation they have is profitable.  Therefore, a consistent witness will try their best to live a holy life.  If you witness consistently, then you’ll also be faithful about going to church.  After witnessing to someone, it would be difficult to invite someone to your church if you yourself do not go there regularly.  As a consistent witness, you will have many opportunities to minister to people with various needs.  This will help you not to be selfish.  You will be concentrating on the needs of others rather than yourself.  As you begin to preach the gospel yourself, you will see many other benefits that witnessing can provide in your spiritual walk with the Lord. 

HOW DO YOU WITNESS?

We have talked a lot about the need for witnessing and the reasons why you should do it.  You should be ready now to take the next step and that means actually trying to talk with someone else about the gospel.  At first it will seem strange and even embarrassing at times, but please do not allow this to hinder you from speaking out for Christ.  Paul said in Romans 1:16, “For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ…”  Regardless of what people might say, we have no reason to be ashamed.  Our Saviour hung on a cross for six hours as people spit on him and made all kinds of rude comments.  Nevertheless, he stayed on the cross so that he could pay for our sins.  He did not come down regardless of what people thought of him.  Therefore, we should be willing to tell everyone we can what Jesus Christ has done for us and what he can do for them, regardless of what people think of us!

At this point, I must be very honest with you.  Reading this lesson will not teach you everything you need to know about preaching the gospel.  Soul winning (as it is often called) requires practice and it requires someone to teach you.  Jesus said in Matthew 4:19, “Follow me, and I will make you fishers of men.”  In order for the apostles to learn how to bring men to salvation, they needed to watch Jesus Christ and follow his example.  Paul says in 1 Corinthians 11:1, “Be ye followers of me, even as I also am of Christ.”  In 1 Corinthians 4:15-16, Paul says something similar.  He says there, “For though ye have ten thousand instructors in Christ, yet have ye not many fathers: for in Christ Jesus I have begotten you through the gospel.  Wherefore I beseech you, be ye followers of me.”  Paul was the one responsible for leading these people to Christ, so he is their spiritual father.  Because of that, Paul tells them to follow his example and he will show them how a Christian is supposed to act.  The best thing you can do in order to learn how to be an effective witness is watch another effective witness!  Simply go along with that person and listen to how they deal with someone.  Eventually, you will be ready to be the one who does the talking, but at first just watch and pray.  Once you do begin to witness, do not worry about mistakes that you might make.  You will make them!  Do not let that discourage you.  Instead, learn from your mistakes and do better next time.  

WHAT IS THE GOSPEL?

Now we are ready to look at the actual message that you should be preaching to the people.  Many people today talk about preaching the gospel, but they have no idea what the gospel really is.  If you ever want to do some interesting research, just find some people in town and ask them what they think the gospel is.  You will be amazed at how little people know about the gospel of Jesus Christ.  

The gospel that we are to preach has five parts to it.  Here are the five parts: 

1) The law

2) Judgment

3) The death, burial, and resurrection of Christ

4) Eternal life

5) Hope 

THE LAW

In 1 Timothy 1:8, Paul says, “But we know that the law is good, if a man use it lawfully.”  Paul goes on to explain who the law is for in vss.9-10.  And then in vs.11, Paul says, “According to the glorious gospel of the blessed God, which was committed to my trust.”  It is very clear that the proper use of the law is part of the gospel.  

Paul says in Galatians 3:24, “Wherefore the law was our schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ, that we might be justified by faith.”  One of the reasons that God gave the law to mankind was to show us that we are guilty.  No one can keep the entire law.  Every one has broken God’s law at some time in their lives.  Breaking one of God’s laws is what makes us sinners.  John says in 1 John 3:4, “…for sin is the transgression of the law.”  When you start to present the gospel to someone, this is the first thing you should talk with them about.  You need to establish with that person that he or she is guilty of breaking God’s law and because of that they are a sinner. (Romans 3:19)  Most people will quickly admit to you that they are a sinner.  Nevertheless, you need to make sure this fact is understood before you can show them more. 

JUDGMENT

The next part of the gospel has to do with judgment.  Paul says in Romans 2:16, “In the day when God shall judge the secrets of men by Jesus Christ according to my gospel.”  Once a person admits they are guilty, then you can show them that one day they will have to answer to the Almighty Judge for the sins they have committed.  There are many good passages to show a sinner concerning the judgment they will face.  A few of those verses are Revelation 20:11-15, Ecclesiastes 12:14, Luke 12:2-5, and Hebrews 9:27.  This is one of the most important parts of your gospel presentation.  It is very important for the person you are dealing with to understand that they will not make it past this judgment.  Because of their sins, God will condemn them to the lake of fire.  This is when you need to show them that God requires them to pay for their sins.  

The Bible says in Romans 6:23, “For the wages of sin is death…”  Everyone dies because everyone is a sinner.  But it is important to understand there are two deaths in the Bible.  The first death is when your body dies.  Everyone is familiar with that death.  But the Bible says in Revelation 20:14, “And death and hell were cast into the lake of fire.  This is the second death.”  The second death is when your soul dies.  When a lost man dies, his body goes into the ground, but his soul goes straight to hell.  Contrariwise, the soul of a saved person goes to heaven.  That person has eternal life.  But if someone goes to hell, then he or she has eternal death, which is the second death.  The Bible says, “The smoke of their torment ascendeth up for ever and ever: and they have no rest day nor night…” (Revelation 14:11)  The scriptures clearly teach that the payment God requires for sin is death.  In the Bible, there are two deaths.  And if a man dies without be saved, then he will pay for his sins, not only by his body dying, but his soul will go to the lake of fire and remain there forever. 

At this point it is extremely important that the person you are talking with admits that they are guilty of sinning against God and they deserve to go to hell.  Explain to them that God is holy and that God requires a payment for the sins they have committed.  If they are willing to admit they have a problem, then they are ready for the solution.  However, if they do not think that they’re going to hell, it will be extremely difficult to proceed.  True, every sinner needs to know what Jesus did for him.  But if he doesn’t realize WHY he needs to receive Christ (because he’s lost and undone before God), then even though he might know that Jesus died on the cross, he won’t get saved.

THE DEATH, BURIAL, AND RESURRECTION OF CHRIST

It is very important that you show a sinner the first two parts of the gospel.  The first two parts of the gospel prepare them for this part.  As we read earlier in Galatians 3:24, “…the law was our schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ…”  The law shows a person that they are guilty and that they are in danger of being punished.  Once a person realizes that, then they will understand why they need a Saviour.  Let me use this illustration.  If a man does not think that he is sick, then he will not go to a doctor.  But, if that man is convinced that he is sick and that he needs help, then he will get to a doctor at his earliest convenience.  The same is true for a lost sinner.  If that sinner does not realize he has a problem, then he will not come to the Great Physician, the Lord Jesus Christ.  But, if that person becomes convinced that his or her soul is in danger of going to hell, they will come to Christ as soon as they know how.

Now that the sinner knows what the payment for sin is, then they will be able to understand why Jesus died on the cross.  Jesus himself had never sinned, so there was no reason for him to die.  Yet he died anyway.  Why?  He was dying for our sins! When Jesus was on the cross, God took all the sins that everyone had already committed and the sins that everyone would commit in the future, and he put them upon his only begotten Son. (1 Peter 2:24, Isaiah 53:6)  The Bible says in 1 Corinthians 15:1,3-4, “Moreover, brethren, I declare unto the gospel which I preached unto you…how that Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures; and that he was buried, and that he rose again the third day according to the scriptures.”  When Jesus was on the cross, he was paying for our sins.  But remember, we not only deserve to die, but we also deserve to go to hell.  So after Jesus died, they buried his body in a tomb, but his soul went to hell.  The Bible says in Acts 2:31, “He seeing this before spake of the resurrection of Christ, that his soul was not left in hell, neither his flesh did see corruption.”  (see also Matthew 12:40 and Isaiah 53:10-11)  Jesus made the complete payment for our sins by dying in our place and then going to hell in our place.  Because Jesus was never guilty of any sin of his own, God raised him from the dead three days later.  

ETERNAL LIFE

In this next part of the gospel, you need to present the sinner with the opportunity to receive eternal life.  Notice in 2 Timothy 1:10, the Bible says, “But is now made manifest by the appearing of our Saviour Jesus Christ, who hath abolished death, and hath brought life and immortality to light through the gospel.”   Part of the gospel is that Jesus Christ can give immortality to sinners.  If someone has immortality, that means that person will never die.  That is what eternal life is!  Remember the words of Jesus in John 11:25-26, “Jesus said unto her, I am the resurrection, and the life: he that believeth in me, though he were dead, yet shall he live: and whosoever liveth and believeth in me shall never die.  Believest thou this?”  

The Bible says that Jesus Christ not only has eternal life, but that he IS eternal life. (John 14:6, 1 John 5:20)  Because Jesus Christ has paid for our sins, if we want to be saved we simply have to receive the payment that he made.  The Bible says in the last part of Romans 6:23, “…but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.”  Eternal life is a free gift.  Why?  Because Jesus has already paid for it!  So if a person wants eternal life, they only need to receive Christ as their Saviour. Once they receive that payment, then they never have to worry about paying for their sins on their own.  Jesus said, “It is finished.” (John 19:30)  The payment has been made and there is nothing more to pay!  But if a person rejects Jesus Christ and does not accept the payment that was made for them, then one day they will die and make their own payment by going to the lake of fire forever.  

At this point make it very clear to a person how they can receive Christ as their personal Saviour.  They need to realize that there is no good thing they need to do to receive Christ.  No good works, church, nor baptism can save them.  A person can only be saved by trusting Jesus Christ as their Saviour because he died on the cross for their sins!  You can show them Romans 10:13 which says, “For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.”  Explain to this person that all they need to do is confess their need to Christ and ask him to be their personal Saviour.  He has already promised that if they come to him with all of their heart, then he will in “no wise cast them out.”  Jesus Christ will never turn a person down that wants to be saved.  All they need to do is receive him. (John 1:12) 

If a person wants to receive Christ after you have preached to him, then feel free to pray with that man.  My personal opinion is that it’s best for that person to pray on his own so that he is talking to God from his heart.  Before he prays, feel free to remind him that he’s going to be talking to the God of heaven and not with any mortal man.  He needs to be honest and to the point in his prayer.  He doesn’t need to ask God to bless him, or help him find a job, or cure some sort of sickness.  Praying that God will lead him and help him to be a good person is not the answer either.  That sinner, in whatever words he wants to use, needs to ask the Lord Jesus Christ to forgive him of all his sins and save his soul from hell.  There are many different ways this prayer can be worded.  The exact words are not important.  What’s important is that the one praying knows what he needs when he prays.   

If a person is willing to be saved, but is perhaps a bit shy or embarrassed about praying by themselves, then feel free to lead them in prayer.  They can repeat after you and in so doing, you can give them the proper words to use.  However, be careful to warn them that they MUST be praying from their heart.  Just repeating a prayer will not save anyone.  Therefore, before you have them repeat anything, tell them exactly what you’re going to say and make sure they agree and understand what’s about to happen.

HOPE

After a person has received Jesus Christ as their Saviour, then you can show them this part of the gospel.  The Bible says in Colossians 1:5, “For the hope which is laid up for you in heaven, whereof ye heard before in the word of the truth of the gospel.”  For a Christian, our hope or expectation is that one day we will be with God in heaven.  This is not something that we have to wonder or worry about it because of eternal security.  We know where we’re going when we die or when Jesus comes (whichever happens first).  When someone is born again, they now have an inheritance waiting for them in heaven.  Peter says in 1 Peter 1:3-5, “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which according to his abundant mercy hath begotten us again unto a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, to an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for you, who are kept by the power of God…” Explaining to your convert these verses is commonly known as “grounding your convert”.  It simply means you are giving them some assurance that what they have done will last forever.  They just made an eternal decision and they need to be aware that Jesus will never leave them nor forsake them. (Hebrews 13:5)  This is why we went over eternal security before I went over this lesson.  You need to know how to explain to your convert that now that they are saved they never have to worry about losing their salvation.  At this point, you can invite them to church and make arrangements to follow up with them at a later time.  

As I mentioned earlier in this lesson, learning how to witness will not happen in a day.  Mistakes will happen.  Questions will arise that you’re not sure how to handle.  Dealing with false religions will be somewhat intimidating at the beginning.  Nevertheless stay faithful to what God has called us to do and that is to be a preacher of the gospel.  As time passes and you grow in both the Lord and experience, you will learn how to deal with all those troublesome situations.  And above all don’t forget that the Holy Ghost inside of you will always be there to guide and teach you.  So go find someone that can help you learn and starting spreading the gospel as soon as possible!

