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DISCIPLESHIP COURSE

LESSON 8

GIVING

HOW IMPORTANT IS IT TO GIVE?

The Bible says in John 3:16, “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.”  If you have any question about how important it is to give, then ask yourself, “Where would I be if God had not given to me first?”  What a blessing it is that God gave us his own Son. As Christians, we should follow the example of our Saviour.  The Bible says that Jesus Christ “gave himself a ransom for many.” (Matthew 20:28)  Our Saviour gave and so should we.

To understand the importance of giving, you need to understand how wrong it is to be selfish.  Selfishness has no place in a Christian’s heart.  Paul said in 1 Corinthians 10:24, “Let no man seek his own, but every man another’s wealth.” Again in vs.33 of the same chapter Paul says, “Even as I please all men in all things, not seeking mine own profit, but the profit of many, that they may be saved.”  In the Bible, giving is not just something you do, but rather it is an attitude by which a Christian lives.  If you have a giving attitude, it means you put the needs of others before your own. 

WHAT CAN A CHRISTIAN GIVE?

According to the Bible there are two things a Christian should give.  These two things are yourself and money.  In 2 Corinthians 8, Paul is talking about giving money and how it should be done.  Notice in vs.5 the Bible says, “And this they did, not as we hoped, but first gave their own selves to the Lord, and unto us by the will of God.”  You should notice the order in which the Bible talks about giving.  The first thing you should give to the Lord is yourself.  Once God has you, then he will get your time, your effort, your abilities, your attention, and anything else for which he wants to use you.  God has made clear to us the order in which we are supposed to give because God knows that if we will surrender our lives to him, then giving our money will follow naturally.  

The Bible says in Romans 12:1, “I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service.”  Remember that Jesus Christ lived his entire life and then laid it down in order to do something for you.  Therefore, it is only reasonable for saved people to surrender their lives in order to do something for Jesus Christ.  When a Christian surrenders their life to Christ, this is commonly known as dying to yourself.  When you die to yourself, you tell your flesh that because it is crucified with the Lord, you are not going to obey the sin that lives therein.  Rather, you yield your body as an instrument of righteousness unto God. (Romans 6:11-19)

As I mentioned earlier, once you have given yourself to the Lord, he will be able to control all the areas of your life.  There is no way for me to tell you specifically what God will expect of you once you give him your life.  When you tell God, “Here I am, please use me in anyway you want to”, then it is up to you to find out God’s complete will for your life.  Although I cannot tell you what will be required of you when you give yourself, the Bible does tell us what God expects from us when we give our money.

TITHES AND OFFERINGS

There are two methods of giving money found in the scriptures.  They are tithes and offerings.  Every Christian should be faithful to both of these methods of giving.  According to the Bible, when a man tithes, he gives ten percent of his income.  You will find this fact in Leviticus 27:30 & 32 which says, “And all the tithe of the land, whether of the seed of the land, or of the fruit of the tree, is the LORD’S: it is holy unto the LORD…And concerning the tithe of the herd, or of the flock, even of whatsoever passesth under the rod, the tenth shall be holy unto the LORD.”  In the Old Testament, God commanded the Jews to tithe or give a tenth of everything God had given them over a certain period of time.  However, when a person wants to give an offering, that is something they give after they have tithed.  The offering goes beyond the initial ten percent.  Many times in the Old Testament we read about tithes and offerings together.  Although they might appear together, they are obviously two different things as you can see from the following references: Deuteronomy 12:6 & 11, 2 Chronicles 31:12, Nehemiah 10:37, 12:44, 13:5, Malachi 3:8. 
SHOULD A CHRISTIAN TITHE?

Maybe you noticed that the verses I just gave you are all from the Old Testament.  It is true that although Paul talked a lot about giving money, he never did use the word “tithe” in reference to the giving of a Christian.  For this reason, some people do not feel it is necessary for a Christian to tithe because we are not living in the Old Testament.  Study carefully the verses that follow and I believe you will see not only the necessity for a Christian to tithe, but the blessing a Christian can receive through tithing.  

Jesus said in Matthew 23:23, “Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye pay tithes of mint and anise and cumin, and have omitted the weightier matters of the law, judgment, mercy, and faith: these ought ye to have done, and not to leave the other undone.”  Jesus rebuked the scribes and Pharisees for many things, but the one thing he did not rebuke them for was their tithing.  He told them they should keep on tithing and start performing the more important parts of the law as well.  Again, people make the argument that Jesus lived in the Old Testament because the New Testament does not start until the death of Christ.  It is true, that when Jesus made this statement, he was living in the Old Testament, but notice what Paul said about the words of Jesus Christ in his letter to Timothy.  Paul said in 1 Timothy 6:3, “If any man teach otherwise, and consent not the wholesome words, even the words of our Lord Jesus Christ, and to the doctrine which is according to godliness…(vs.5)…from such withdraw thyself.”  Because Jesus lived during Old Testament times, some of the things that he said does not match what the New Testament teaches.  However, there are also many things that Jesus taught that match the teachings of Paul and the other New Testaments writers.  When you find any of the words of Jesus Christ which match New Testament teaching, then you’re expected to botht consent and live by those words.  The teaching of Jesus Christ concerning tithing does NOT contradict anything in the New Testament, therefore every saved person should observe it.

Another reason we should tithe is found in Romans 5:20.  The Bible says there, “Moreover the law entered, that the offence might abound.  But where sin abounded, grace did much more abound.”  The people in the Old Testament were under the law.  Those people were not born again like we are today.  They did not have the Holy Spirit living inside of them like we do today.  They did not have a complete Bible like we do today.  They did not know about a Saviour who loved them enough to die for them like we know about today.  The Bible says in John 1:17, “For the law came by Moses, but grace and truth came by Jesus Christ.”  It is very clear that we who are saved in the New Testament have a distinct advantage over the people who were under the law in the Old Testament.  We are not under the law, but rather grace has abounded toward us.  Since our situation is so much better than those people of the Old Testament, why should we not be willing to give MORE than they were expected to give?  A Christian should not only give a tenth of his income, but he should go beyond that to show his appreciation for the grace of God that has abounded toward him!

Still more there is more clear evidence in the New Testament that a Christian should tithe.  In 1 Corinthians 9, the apostle Paul is telling the Corinthian people that they should be ministering their carnal possessions to the people who minister to them in a spiritual way.  In order to prove his point, Paul refers back to the Old Testament plan for giving.  Notice in 1 Corinthians 9:9-11, Paul says, “For it is written in the law of Moses, Thou shalt not muzzle the mouth of the ox that treadeth out the corn.  Doth God take care for oxen?  Or saith he it altogether for our sakes?  For our sakes, no doubt, this is written: that he that ploweth should plow in hope; and that he that thresheth in hope should be partaker of his hope.  If we have sown unto you spiritual things, is it a great thing if we shall reap your carnal things?”  Paul closes his lesson on giving in verses 13-14 by saying, “Do ye not know that they which minister about the holy things live of the things of the temple? and they which wait at the altar are partakers with the altar?  Even so hath the Lord ordained that they which preach the gospel should live of the gospel.” God wants to take care of his ministers now the same way he took care of his ministers in the Old Testament.  Study Deuteronomy 26:12, 2 Chronicles 31:4-5, and Nehemiah 12:44 and you will see that God used tithing to take care of his Old Testament ministers, which were the Levites.  Even so, God has ordained in the New Testament that saved people should take care of their ministers through tithing!

WHY SHOULD WE GIVE?

We have discussed the two methods of giving.  We have also seen that a New Testament Christian has a responsibility to do both.  At this point, we need to know why we should give.  There are three reasons why a born again person should give of their carnal goods.  These reasons are to support the pastor, to prove your appreciation to God, and to help in special causes.  
SUPPORTING THE PASTOR

We just recently looked at the verse in 1 Corinthians 9:14, which said, “Even so hath the Lord ordained that they which preach the gospel should live of the gospel.”  If a man faithfully feeds the flock of God with spiritual goods, then that flock, the congregation of the people he is helping, should supply him with physical goods.  The Bible says that a pastor is to be given “…continually to prayer, and to the ministry of the word.” (Acts 6:4)  Therefore, if a pastor is faithful at labouring in the word of God and prayer, then the church should take care of his physical needs.  Notice in 1 Thessalonians 5:12-13, Paul is talking to a church in Thessalonica, and he says, “And we beseech you, brethren, to know them which labour among you, and are over you in the Lord, and admonish you; and to esteem them very highly in love for their work’s sake.  And be at peace among yourselves.”  If you have a pastor that watches for your soul (Hebrews 13:17), then you should esteem him highly for what he is doing.  Again, Paul says in 1 Timothy 5:17, “Let the elders that rule well be counted worthy of double honour, especially they who labour in the word and doctrine.”  How could you give a man double honour?  Look at what the Bible says in the very next verse.  1 Timothy 5:18 says, “For the scripture saith, Thou shalt not muzzle the ox that treadeth out the corn.  And, The labourer is worthy of his reward.”  In the scripture, a pastor is like an ox.  An ox works in the field and when that ox has done his work, the owner should let the ox eat of the field in which he has been working.  Likewise, a pastor works among people in the ministry.  Once a pastor has laboured, then the people he was working with should provide his necessities.  You can give him double honour by giving to the church enough money to take care of his needs and to supply him with something extra.  
Allow me to say something else about this subject.  If a man desires to be a pastor, then he should not be concerned with what he can receive from the ministry, but rather what he can offer the people to whom he will be ministering.  In 1 Timothy 3:3, Paul gives us one of the characteristics of what a pastor ought to be.  He says there that a pastor should not be “…greedy of filthy lucre.”  Filthy lucre is another way to say money.  In both 1 Timothy 3:3 and 1 Peter 5:2 we find the same idea.  A man who is pastoring should not be greedy for money.  If a person has any doubts about how the Lord feels about a man who abuses the privileges of the ministry, simply read Ezekiel 34.  You will clearly see that abusing the flock of God, rather than feeding the flock of God is an abomination. 

PROVING YOUR APPRECIATION TO GOD

The Bible says in 1 Corinthians 4:7, “For who maketh thee to differ from another? and what hast thou that thou didst not receive? now if thou didst receive it, why dost thou glory as if thou hadst not received it?”  Everything we have was given to us by God.  Therefore, giving him a part of what he has already given us should not be a problem for us, but rather a blessing and a privilege.  Paul warned the Corinthians in 2 Corinthians 9:7 about their attitude while they gave by saying, “Every man according as he purposeth in his heart, so let him give; not grudgingly, or of necessity: for God loveth a cheerful giver.”  If you give your tithe or your offering and complain while you do it, then do not expect any kind of reward in heaven.  But if you give your tithe or offering joyfully, not expecting anything in return, but rather trying to help the cause of Christ and desiring to show your appreciation to God, then the Bible says your “…righteousness remaineth forever.” (2 Corinthians 9:9)  What you did right will last forever!  Jesus said in Luke 12:33, “Sell that ye have, and give alms; provide yourselves bags which wax not old, a treasure in the heavens that faileth not, where no thief approacheth, neither moth corrupteth.”  

Paul also says in 1 Corinthians 16:2, “Upon the first day of the week let every one of you lay by him in store, as God hath prospered him, that there be no gatherings when I come.”  The first day of week, which is Sunday, is the day when Christians should meet for preaching, singing, praying, fellowship, breaking of bread, and also to give their tithes and offerings. Paul is admonishing these Christians to have their money ready on the day when they would meet for prayers.  Notice that Paul told them not only when to give, but also HOW to give.  You should give according to how God has blessed you.  If you do not give anything, then what you are telling God is that he has not blessed you at all.  If you give, but you do not give as much as you should, then you are telling God that he has blessed you only a little, but not as much as you think he should.  In other words, by giving sparingly, you’re complaining.  However if you give to God liberally, then you are telling God that you recognize his abundant blessings upon your life.  This shows your appreciation.  This is why Paul says in 2 Corinthians 8, a chapter completely about giving, in vs.24, “Wherefore shew ye to them, and before the churches, the proof of your love, and of our boasting on your behalf.”

HELPING IN SPECIAL CAUSES

We already know that a Christian should give his tithes and offerings in a church where he is taught the word of God.  This is how he can do his part in supporting the work of the ministry.  We know that a Christian can show God how much he appreciates his blessings by how he gives.  There are also some special causes when a Christian should give.  In the world today, there are many people who could benefit by your generosity.  The question then needs to be asked, “What causes am I to help with?”  

In the Bible, there are three specific causes mentioned that received money.  In Roman 15:26 it says, “For it hath pleased them of Macedonia and Achaia to make a certain contribution for the poor saints which are at Jerusalem.”  The people to whom this money was given were saved people that were poor.  In 1 Timothy 5:16, Paul says that the church can “…relieve them that are widows indeed.”  This is an instance where the money was given to the church, but that money can be used to support a widow who meets the qualifications found in the chapter.  Yet again, in Philippians 4:15-18, Paul is explaining that the Christians at Philippi were the only ones that communicated with him concerning giving and receiving.  He says in vs.18, “But I have all, and abound: I am full, having received of Epaphroditus the things which were sent from you, an odour of a sweet smell, a sacrifice acceptable, wellpleasing to God.”  These people gave to Paul to help him on his missionary journeys.  

These are the special causes that are pointed out in the New Testament.  Keep in mind, the Bible does not put any specific limitations on the causes with which you should help.  You certainly cannot go wrong by supporting poor saints, widows that are widows indeed, and missionaries.  Every Christian ought to help with these causes as God allows them.  Yet there might be a situation when God would have you help with a special need in another area.  When and if this happens, you will need to remember what the Bible says in Psalm 112:5.  It says there, “A good man sheweth favour, and lendeth: he will guide his affairs with discretion.”  You can see from the verse that a good man will be liberal or generous with his goods, but he will also use wisdom when he gives.  God wants you and I to be good stewards of the things that he gives us.  We should not be irresponsible about how we give our money.  We know we should tithe.  We know there are certain causes that are appropriate to receive our offerings.  When a different situation arises, be sure to pray hard about it and ask God to give you the wisdom you will need. (James 1:5)
THE BLESSING OF GIVING

It has been said many times that you cannot give more than God.  Every Christian who has ever used the grace of giving has seen that saying come true.  Jesus said in Luke 6:38, “Give, and it shall be given unto you; good measure, pressed down, and shaken together, and running over, shall men give into your bosom.  For with the same measure that ye mete withal it shall be measured to you again.”  Paul again emphasizes this thought in 2 Corinthians 9:6, where he says, “But this I say, He which soweth sparingly shall reap also sparingly; and he which soweth bountifully shall reap also bountifully.”  If you are a bountiful giver of your possessions, then the Bible promises you will receive bountifully.  Many people do not understand this concept, but sometimes the best way to receive is to give!  The Bible is not against a person saving money.  Actually, it encourages that.  Yet at the same time, the Bible makes it clear that we should not be selfish and greedy about our money, but liberal and generous.  God will surely provide our needs because he has promised that. (Matthew 6:33, Philippians 4:19)  Therefore, we should have a giving attitude, and seek ways to be a blessing with the possessions God has given us.  

Sometimes the best way to appreciate a blessing is to look at the opposite of that blessing.  The opposite of a blessing is a curse.  We have seen that giving can be a blessing to not only the person receiving the gift, but also the one giving the gift.  But what happens when a person does not give like they are supposed to?  The Lord said in Malachi 3:8-9, “Will a man rob God? Yet ye have robbed me.  But ye say, Wherein have we robbed thee?  In tithes and offerings.  Ye are cursed with a curse: for ye have robbed me, even this whole nation.”  Imagine being guilty of robbing God!  This is certainly not something you want to answer for at the judgment seat of Christ.  But if you will read Luke 16:1-12, you will see that this is certainly an issue that God will judge us for at the judgment seat.  Therefore, if you want to avoid this curse and obtain the blessing of giving, you need to obey Malachi 3:10.  It says there, “Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse, that there may be meat in mine house, and prove me now herewith, saith the LORD of hosts, if I will not open you the windows of heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that there shall not be room enough to receive it.”

Something you need to remember when you give is that God does not need your money!  God is not asking you to give because he is in need of your help.  God has plenty.  He allows us to give so that we can be a blessing and be blessed in return.  

